H  1ST  O  R  Y 

- T*  jjj»|  OF  THE 

Ui¥£f*rj^RY  TRANSACTIONS 


BRITISH  NATION 

IN  * 

I  N  DOS  T  A  N, 

^  ROM  THE  YEAR  MDCCXLV. 


TO  WHICH  IS  PREFIXED.  A  DISSERTATION 
ON  THE  ESTABLISHMENTS  MADE  BY  MAHOMEDAN 
CONQUERORS  IN  INDOSTAN.  ’ 


By  ROBERT  ORME,  Esq.  F.  A.  S„ 


'X 


VOL.  I.  .. 

THE  FOURTH  EDITION, 

REVISED  BY  THE  JVTHOE. 


LONDON: 

PRINTED  FOR., E.  WINGRAVE, 
SUCCESSOR  TO  MR.  N.OURSE,  IN  THE  STRAND. 
M.DCCC.III. 

mi 


A  Gemlhal  -MAP 

t  “f  ■ 

INDOSTAN 

or  t/v 

GREAT  AfOCOLS  EMPIRE - 

n>itl>  tit 

A])7ACEN] ’  Co UNTSIKS. 


TO  HIS  MOST  EXCELLENT  MAJESTY 

GEORGE  THE  THIRD, 


THIS  ATTEMPT 

TO  COMMEMORATE  THE  SUCCESSES 
OF  THE  BRITISH  ARMS 
IN  1  N  D  O  S  T  A  N 


IS  MOST  HUMBLY  DEDICATED, 


BY  HIS  MAJESTY’S 
MOST  DUTIFUL  SERVANT, 
AND  MOST  FAITHFUL  SUBJECT, 


THE  AUTHOR. 


D  ISS  E  R  T  A  T  I  O  N 

ON  THE  ' 

ESTABLISHMENTS 


.  M  A  D  E  B  Y 

Mahomedan  Conquerors  in  Indostan. 


s  E  C  t  i  o  n  i. 

EUROPEANS  underftand  by  the  Eaft-Indies  all  the  coun¬ 
tries  and  empires,  '  which  lying  fouth  of  Tartary,  extend 
from  the  eaftern  frontiers  of  Perfia,  to  the  eaftern  coafts  of  China. 
The  iflands  of  Japan  are  likewife  included  in  this  denomination; 
as  are  all  the  Malay  jflands,  in  which  the,  Dutch  have  fuch  valuable 
poffeffions,  and  which  extend  to  the  fouth  ward,  as  far  as  the  coafts 
of  New  Holland,  and  eaftward  to  lands  unknown.' 

But  the  name  of  India  can  only  with  propriety  be  applied  to  the 
couiitry  which  is  diftinguifhed  in  Afia  as  well  as  in  Europe  by  the 
name  of  Indoftan. 

That  part  of  the  weftern  fide  of  Indoftan,  which  is  not  bounded  by 
the  lea,  is  feparated  from  Perfia  and  the  Ufocg  Tartary  by  defarts,  ar  d 
B  by  ' 
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by  thole  mountains  which  were  known  to  the  ancients  undeif'tiJie 
name  of  Paropamifus :  Mount  Caucafus  forms  its  barrier  toythe 
north,  feparating  it  from  various  nations  of  Tartars,  from  the  ^Teat 
and  little  Thibet.  From  mount  Caucafus  to  Chitigan,  marlhes  and 
rivers  divide  it  from  the  kingdoms  ofTepra,  Aflam,  and  Aracan : 
the  fea,  from  Chitigan  to  cape  Comorin  and  from  hence  to  Perfia, 
embraces  the  reft  of  Indoftan.  . 

This  great  extent  of  country  has  been  inhabited,  from  the  earlieft 
antiquity,  by  a  people  who  have  no  refemblance  either  in  their 
figures  or  manners  with  any  of  the  nations  which  are  contiguous  to 
them.  Although  thele  nations  have  at  different  times  fent  conque¬ 
rors  amongft  them,  who  have  eftablifhed  themfelves  in  different  parts 
of  the  country:  although  the  Mogul  Tartars  under  Tamerlane  and 
his  lucceffors  have  at  laft  rendered  themfelves  lords  of  almoft  the 
whole  of  it;  yet-the  original  inhabitants  have  loft  very  little  of  their 
original  charafter  by  the  eftablifhment  of  thefe  ftrangers  amongft 
them. 

Besides  the  particular  denominations  which  they  receive  from 
the  cafts  and  countries  in  which  they  are  born,  there  is  one  more 
general,  which  is  applied  indifcriminately  to  diftinguilh  the  original 
natives  from  all  who  have  intruded  themfelves  amongft  them,  Hen- 
doo,  from  whence  Indian. 

The  Indians  have  loft  all  memory  of  the  ages  in  which  they  began 
to  believe  in  Vistnou,  Eswara,  Brama,  and  a  hundred  thoufand 
divinities  fubordinate  to  thefe.  Thefe  divinities-  are  worlhipped,  in 
temples  called  Pagodas  in  every  part  of  Indoftan,  .the  whole  extent 
of  which  is  holy  land  to  its  inhabitants;  for  there  is  no  part  in  which 
fome  divinity  has  not  appeared  and  done  fomething  to  merit  a  temple 
and  priefts  to  take  care  of  it.  Some  of  thefe  fabrics  are  of  immemo¬ 
rial  antiquity  :  they  are  at  the  fame  time  monumeuts  of  fuch  ftu- 
pendous  labour,  that  they  are  fiippofed  to  have  been  built  by  the 
gods  to  whom  they  are  confecrated. 
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The  hiftory  of  thefe  gods  is  a  heap  of  the  greateft  abferdities.  It 
is  Efwara  twifting  off  the  neck  of  Drama;  it  is  the  Sun,  who  gets 
his  teeth  knocked  out,  and  the  Moon,  who  has  her  face  beat  black 
and  blue  at  a  feaft,  at  which  the  gods  quarrel  and  fight  with  the 
fpirit  of  a  mob.  They  fay  that  the  Sun  and  Moon  carry  in  their 
faces  to  this  day  the  marks  of  this  broil.  Here  and  there  a  moral  or 
metaphyfical  allegory,  and  fometimes  a  trace  of  the  hiftory  of  a  firft: 
leglflator,  is  dilcernible  in  thefe  ftories  ;  but  in  general  they  are  fo 
very  extravagant  and  incoherent,  that  we  fliould  be  left  to  wonder 
how  a  people  fo  reafonable  in  other  refpects  fhould  have  adopted 
fuch  a  code  of  nonfenfe  as  a  creed  of  religion,  did  we  not  find  the 
fame  credulity  in  the  hiftories  of  nations  much  more  enlightened. 

The  Bramins,  who  are  the  tribe  of  the  priefthood,  defeend  from 
thofe  Brachmans  who  are  mentioned  to. us  with  lo  much  reverence 
-by  antiquity;  and  although  much  inferior  either  as  philofophers  or 
>  men  of  learning  to  the  reputation  of  their  anceftors,  as  priefts  their 
religious  dofitrines  are  ftill  implicitly  followed  by  the  whole  nation ; 
and  as  preceptors  they  are  the  lource  of  all  the  knowledge  which 
exifts  in  Jndoftdn. 

Even  at  this  day  feme  of  them  are  capable  of  calculating  an 
eclipfe,  which  feems  to  be  the  utmoft  ftretch  of  their  mathematical 
knowledge.  They  have  a  good  idea  of  logic;  but  it  does  not  appear 
that  they  have  any  treatifes  on  rhetoric  ;  their  ideas  of  mufic,  if  we 
may  judge-  from  the  .praflice,  are  barbarous;  and  in  medicine  they 
derive  no  affiftance  from  the  knowledge  of  anatoipyffince  diifefilions 
•ai£  repugnant  to  their  religion. 

They  fhed  no  blood  and  eat  no  flefh,  becaufe  they  believe  in  the 
tranfmigration  of  fouls ;  they  encourage  wives  to  burn  themielves 
with  their  deceafed  hufeands,  and  feem  to  make  the  pcrfeflion  of 
religion  confift  in  a  punctual  obfervance  of  numerous  ceremonies 
performed  in  the  worfhip  of  their  gods,  and  in  a  ftrift  -attention  to 
k?ep  their  bodies  free  from  pollutioh.  Hence  purifications  and 
B  a  ablutions. 


A  Dissertat: 


ion  on  the  FJlabHJhmenis 

ablutions,  as  dilated  by  their  feriptures,  are  fcrupuloufly  obfeltytdby 
them,  and  take  up  no  fmall  portion  of  their  time.  1  ^ 

A  Bramin  cannot  eat  any  thing  which  has  been  prepared  dr  even 
touched  by  any  other  hand  than  that  of  a  Bramin,  and  from  the  &&e 
principle,  cannot  be  married  to  a  perfoii  of  any  other  cad  in  tile 
kingdom,  becaufe  his  own  caft  is  the  high  eft,  even  above  that  oftSie 
kings.  They  fay  that  they  were  formerly  the  kings  of  the  whole 
country,  and  preferve  to  this  day  the  privilege  of  commuting  capital 
punifhment,  when  merited,  by  the  lofs  of  their  eyes.  To  kill  a  Bra¬ 
min  is  one  of  the  five  fins  for  which,  there  is  fcarce  any  expiation. 

The  pre-eminence  of  the  Bramins  admitted,  it  leems  as  if  the  In¬ 
dians  had  determined  to  compenfate  the  odium  of  fuch  a  fuperioritv, 
by  forming -themfelves  into  a  number  of  diftinft  tribes  or  gradations 
of  people,  who  refpedtively  fubmit  to  the  different  degrees  of  eftima- 
tion  in  which  they  have  at  laft  agreed  to  abide,  as  implicitly  as  the .. 
whole  agree  to  acknowledge  the  fuperiority  of  the  Bramins. 

The  many  temporal  advantages  which  the  Bramins  derive  from 
"their  fpiritual  authority,  and  the  impoflibility  of  being  admitted  into 
their  tribe,  have  perhaps  given  rife  to  that  number  of  Joguees  and 
Facquires,  who  torture  themfelves  with  fuch  various  and  aftonifhing 
penances,  only  to  gain  the  fame  veneration  which  a  Bramin  derives 
f  om  his  birth. 

The  cafts  or  tribes  into  which  the  Indians  are  divided,  are  reck¬ 
oned  by  travellers  to  be  eighty-four  :  perhaps  when  India  fhall  be 
better  known,  we  fhall  find  them  to  be  many  more ;  for  there  is  a 
lingular  difpofition  in  the  Indian,  from  very  trifling  circumftances  to 
form  a  fe£t  apart  from  the  reft  of  his  neighbours.  But  the  order  of 
pre-eminence  of  all  the  cafts  in  a  particular  city  or  province,  is  ge¬ 
nerally  indifputably  decided.  The  Indian  of  an  inferior  would  think 
liimfelf  honoured  by  adopting  the  cuftoms  of  a  fuperior  caft ;  but  this 
would  give  battle  fooner  thaii  not  vindicate  its  prerogatives :  the  in¬ 
ferior 
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ferior  receives  the  vidhials  prepared  by  a  fiiperior  caft  with  reipeft, 
but  the  fuperiorwill  not  partake  of  a  meal  which  has  been  prepared 
by  the  hands  of  an  inferior  caft.  Their  marriages  are-circumfcribed 
by  the  fame  barriers  as  the  reft 'of,  their  intetcourfes ;  and  hence,  be- 
fides  the  national  phyfiognomy,  the  members  of  each  caft  preferve  an 
air  of  ftill  greater,  refemblance  to  one  another.  There  are  fome 
cafts  remarkable  for  their  beauty,  others  as  remarkable  for  their, 
uglinefs.  ;  ■  '  ■ 

.  'Alx.  thefe.  cafts  acknowledge  the  Bramins  for  their' priefts,  and 
with  them  admit  the  tranfmigration.  I11  devotion  to  this  opinion 
fome  afflidt  themfelves  at  the  death  of  a  fly,  although  occafioned  by 
inadvertence.  But  the  far  greater  number  of  cafts  are  not  fo  fcru- 
pulous,  and  eat,  although  veryfparingly,  both  of  filh  and  flefh  ;  but, 
like  the:Jews,  not  of  all  kinds  indifferently. 

Their  diet  is  chiefly,  rice  and  vegetables  dreffed  with  ginger,  tur¬ 
meric,  and  other  hotter  fpices,.  which  grow  almcft  fpontaneoufly  in 
their  gardens.  They  efteem  milk  the  pureft  of  foods,  becaufe  they 
think  it  partakes  of  fome  of  the  properties  of  the  neftar  of  their  gods, 
and' becaufe  they  efteefn  the  cow  itfelf  almoft  a  divinity. 

An  abhorrence  to  the  fhedding  of  blood,  derived  from  his  religion, 
and  feconded  by  the  great  temperance  of  a  life  which  is  palled  by 
moft  of  them  in  a  very  fparing  ufe  of  animal  food,  and  a  total  abfti- 
nence  from  intoxicating  liquors;  the  influence  of  the  moft  regular  of 
climates,  in  which  the  great  heat  of  the  fun  and  the  great  fertility  of 
tbp  foil  leflen  moft  of  the  wants  to  which  the  human  lpecies  is  fub- 
jeft  in  aufterer  regions,  and  ftupply  the  reft  without  the  exertion  of 
much  labour ;  thefe  caufes,  with  various  confequences  from  them, 
have  all  together  contributed  to  render  the  Indian  the  moft  ener¬ 
vated  inhabitant  of  the  globe. 

He  fhudders  at  the  fight  of  blood,  and  is  of  a  pufillanimity  only  to 
be  excufcd  and  accounted  for  by  the  great  delicacy  of  his  configura- 
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tion.  This  is  lo  flight  as  to  give  him  no  chance  of  oppofing'tfckfo 
fuccels  the  onfet  of  an  inhabitant  of  more  northern  regions.  *. 

t  ; 

His  manners  are  gentle  ;  his  happinefs  confifts  in  the  lolaces.flPa 
domeftic  life;  to  which  fufficiently  inclined' by  the  climate,  •bejs 
obliged  by  his  religion,  which  efteems  matrimony  a  duty  indifpeffif&ta 
in  every  man  who  does  not  quit  the  world  to  unite  himfelf  to  God.: 
fuch  is  their  phrafe.  Although  permitted  by  his  religion,  according 
to  the  example  of  his  gods,  to  have  feveral,  he  is  feldom  the  hulband 
of  more  than  one  wife  :  and  this  wife  is  of  a  decency  of  demeanour, 
of  a  lollicitude  in  her  family,  and  of  a  fidelity  to  her  vows,  which 
might  do  honour  to  human  nature  in  the  moll  civilized  countries. 

.His  amufements  confift  in  going  to  his  Pagoda,  in  aflifting  at  reli* 
gious  fhews,  in  fulfilling  a  variety  of  ceremonies  prefcribed  to  him 
on  all  occafions,  by  the  Bramin ;  for,  fubjedt  to  a  thoufand  lapfes 
from  the  ideas  he  has  adopted  of  impurity,  the  Indian  is  always 
offending  his  gods,  who  are  not  to  be  appeafed  untill  their  prieft  is 
fatisfied. 

In  a  country  of  fuch  great  extent,  divided  into  lo  many  di Hindi 
fovereignties,  it  cannot  be  expedited  that  there  Ihould  be  no  excep¬ 
tions  to  one  general  afiertion  of  the  charadler  of  the  inhabitants. 
There  is  every  where  in  the  mountains  a  wild  inhabitant,  whole  bow 
a  a  European'  can  fcarcely  draw.  There  are  in  the  woods  people 
who  fubfift  by  their  incurfions  into  the  neighbouring  plains,  and  who, 
without  the  ferocity  of  the  American,  poflefs  all  his  treachery ;  and 
according  to  Mr.  Thevenot,  India  has  had  its  cannibals  in  the  centre 
of  one  of  the  moll  cultivated  provinces  of  the  empire.  The  Raj- 
pouts  by  their  courage  have  preferved  themlelves  alrnolf  independant 
of  the  Great  Mogul.  The  inhabitants  of  the  countries  Hill  nearer 
to  the  mountains  of  the  frontier,  dillinguilhed  by  the  activity  of  their 
character  from  the  indolence  of  the  reft  of  the  nation,  have  eafily 
turned  Mahomedans ;  thele  northern  converts  we  fuppole  to  he  the 
origin  of  the  prefent  Affghans  and  Pitans,  who  are  the  beft  troops 
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in  the  efnperor’s  fervice,  and  the  moft  dangerous  enemies  of  the 
throne  when  in  arrhs  againft  it. 

The  arts  which  furnifh  the  conveniences  of  life  have  been  carried 
by  the  Indians  to  a  pitch  far  beyond  what  is  neceffarv  to  fupply  the 
wants  of  a  climate  which  knows  fo  few.  At  the  fame  time  no  ideas 
of  tafte  or  fine  defign  have  exifted  among  them:  and  we  feek  in  vain 
for  elegance  in  the  magnificence  of  the  richeft  empire  of  the  globe. 

Their  knowledge  of  mechanical  powers  is  fo  very  confined,  that 
we  are  left  to  admire,  without  being  able  to  account  for,  the  manner 
in  which  they  have  ereCled  their  capital  Pagodas.  It  does  not  ap¬ 
pear  that  they  had  ever  mqde  a  bridge  of  arches  over  any  of  their 
rivers,  before  the  Mahometans  came  amongft  them. 

It  is  to  the  fupplenefs  with  which  the  whole  frame  of  an  Indian  is 
endowed,  and  which'  is  ftill  more  remarkable  in  the  configuration  of 
his  hand,  that  we  are  indebted  for  the  exquifite  perfection  of  their 
manufactures  of  litinen.  The  fame  instruments  which  an  Indian 
employs  to  make  a  piece  of  cambric,  would,  under  the  rigid  fingers 
of  an  European,  fcarcely  produce  a  piece  of  canvais. 

His  religion  forbids  the  Indian  to  quit  his  own  fhores :  he  wants 
nothing  from  abroad  :  he  is  fo  far  from  being  follicitous  to  convert 
the  Stranger  to  his  own  opinions,  or  from  wifhing  him  to  affimilate 
with  the  nation,  that  *if  a  foreigner  were  to  follicit  the  privilege  of 
worshipping  Viftnou,  his  propofal  would  be  received  with  the  ut- 
mcft  contempt. 

Nothing  feems  to  have  been’ wanting  to  the  happinefs  of  this 
nation,  but  that  others  Should  have  looked  on  them  with  the  fame 
indifference  with  which  they  regard  the  reft  of  the  world.  But  not 
content  with  the  prefen ts  which  nature  has  Showered  on  their  cli¬ 
mate,  they  have  made  improvements  when  they  felt  no  neceflities. 
They  have  cultivated  the  various  and  valuable  productions  of  their 

/  .  ’ 


8  J  Dissertation  oh 

foil,  not  to  the  meafurc  of  their  own,  hut  to  that  of  the  wants  of  all 
other  nations;  they  have  carried  their  manufactures  of  linnen  to  a 
perfection  which  furpafles  the  mofk  exquilite  productions  of  Europe, 
and  have  encouraged  with  avidity  the  annual  tributes  of  gold  and 
filver  which  the  reft  of  the  world  conteftfor  the  privilege  of  lending 
to  them.  They  have  from  time  immemorial  been  as  addicted  to 
commerce,  as  they  arc  averfe  to  war.  They  have  therefore  always 
been  immenfely  rich,  and  have  always  remained  incapable  of  de¬ 
fending  their  wealth. 
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ONG  before  Tamerlane,  mahomedan  princes  .had  entered, 
made  conquefts,  and  eftablilhed  themfelves  in  India. 


.  Valid,  the  6th  of  the  Kalifs  named  Ommiades,  who  afcended 
the  throne  in  the  year  708  of  our  ./Era,  and  in  the  90th  of  the  He¬ 
gira,  made  conquefts  in  India ;  fo  that  the  Alcoran  was  introduced 
very  early  into  this  country. 


Mahmoud,  fon  of  Sebegtechin,  prince  of  Gazna,  the  capital 
of  a  province  feparated  by  mountains  from  the  north-weft  parts  of 
India,  and  fituated  near  Kandahar,  carried  the  Alcoran  with'  the  fword 
into  Indoftan  in  the  year  1000  or  1002  of  our  /Era.  He  maintained 
himfelf  in  a  vaft  extent  of  territory  out  of,  and  feems  to  have  fub- 
dued  as  large  a  one  in  India,  if  it  is  true  that  he  carried  his  conquefts- 
as  far  to  the  foufh  as  the  prefent  capital  of  the  kingdom  of  Vifiapore 
near  Goa.  He  treated  the  Indians  with  all  the  rigor  of  a  conqueror 
and  all  the  fury  of  a  converter,  plundering  treafures,  denjplifhing 
temples,  and  murdering  idolaters  throughout  his  rout.  His  hifto- 
rians  are  quite  extravagant  in  their  defcriptions  of  the  wealth  he 
found  in  Indoftan.  One  of  them  fays,  no  doubt  allegorically,  that 
he  found  a  tree  growing  out  of  the  earth  to  an  enormous  fize,  of 
which  the  fubftance  was  pure  gold,  and  this  the  efFeft  of  nature. 

Xhe  lucceflors  of  this  Mahmoud  are  called,  from  the  capital  of 
,  their  dominions,  the  dynafty  of  the  Gaznavides,  and  maintained 
themfelves  in  a  great  part  of  the  countries  which  he  had  conquered 
in  India  until  the  year  1155,  or  1157,  when  Kosrou  Schah,  the 
13th  and  laft  prince  of  Gazna,  and  of  fhe  Gaznavide  race,  was  de- 
pofed  by  Hussahn  Gauri,  lb  called  from  the  country  in  which  he 
was  born,  Gaur{  a  province  lying  to  the  north  of  Gazna. 
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This  Huflain  founded  the  dynafty  of  the  Gaurides,  which,  fer- 
niflied  Jive  princes  who  poffeffed  in  and  out  of  India  nearly  the  fame 
dominions  as  their  predeceffors  the  Gaznavides,  and  like  thettf  made 
Gazna  their  capital. 

Scheabbedin,  the  4th  of  the  Gauride  emperors,  during  tfeo  life 
of  his  brother  and  predeceffor  Gaiatheddin,  conquered  the  king¬ 
doms  of  Multan  and  Delhi.  He  drew  fuch  immenfe  treafures  out 
of  India,  that  his  favourite  daughter  inquiring  of  the  officer  who  had 
the  care  of  them,  to  what  value  they  amounted,  the  treafurer  an- 
fwered,  that  there  was  the  weight  of  three  thoufand  pounds  in  .dia¬ 
monds  only,  by  which  (lie  might  judge  of  the  reft  :  after  deductions 
made  for  oriental  exaggeration,  we  may  ftill  gather  from  this  anec¬ 
dote,  that  his  conquefts  in  India  had  given  him  great  wealth.  An 
Indian,  rendered  defperate  by  the  pollutions  and  infults  to  which  he 
faw  his  gods  and  temples  expofed,  made  a  vow  to  affaffinate  Scheab- 
bedin,  and  executed  it. 

The  race  of  Gaurides  finifhed  in  the  year  1212,  in  the  perfbn  of 
Mahmoud,  fuccefior  and  nephew  to  Scheabbedin.  The  days  of  this 
MahmSud,  like  thofe  of  his  uncle,  though  for  a  different  caufe,  were 
cut  off  by  the  fwords  of  affaffins.  Whatever  dominions  Mahmoud  pof- 
leffed  out  of  India,  he  does  not  feem  to  have  had  any  great  influence 
in.it,  or.  even  in  Gazna  itfelf;  lie,  contrary  to  the  pra&ice  of  his  pre¬ 
deceffors,  made  not  this  city  the  capital  of  his  fovereignty.  His  uncle 
Scheabbedin,  who  had  no  children,  and  was  remarkable  for  a  fpiri't 
of  adoption,  had  prepared  the  d  ifmemberment  of  the  Indian  pro¬ 
vinces  from  the  empire  of  Gazna,  by  giving  the  government  of  two 
of  them  to  two  of  his  flaves.  Naflereddin  received  from  him  the  coun-v 
tries  of  Multan,  Cothbeddin-Ibeck  thofe  of  Delhi.  At  the  fame  time 
he  made  another  of  his  Haves,  Tageddin-Ildiz,  governor  of  Gazna. 

In  the  year  1214  Mohamed,  the  6th  Sultan  of  the  dynafty  of  the 
Khowarasmi  ans,  whofe  territories  were  contiguous  to  thofe  of  the 
Gaurides,  took  Gazna  from  the  Have  who  had  fucceeded  thq  flave 
,  Tageddin- 
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Tageddin-Ildiz  in  the  government  of  that  city.  But  although  he 
conquered  the  capital  of  their  empire,  it  does  not  appear,  that  he  fixed 
himfelf  in,  the  Indian  dominions  of  the  Gaurides.  He  imprudently 
quarrelled  with  Gingischan,  and  in  the'year  1218  was  compelled 
to  fly  before  the' arms  of  that  mighty  conqueror.-  In  the  year  1220 
he  died  a  fugitive,  at  a  great  diftance  from  India. 

The  brave  Gelaladdin,  foil  of  Mohamed,  made  head  in  the 
province  of  Gazna  agairift  the  forces  of  Gingifchan :  in  the'  year 
1221  he  was  fo  hard  prefled  by  them'  as  to  be  forced  to  fly  into  India, 
Where,  on  the  weftern  banks  of  the  Indus,  he  was  totally  defeated 
by  Gingifchan  in  perfon,  but  faved  his  life  by  fwimming  the  river 
with  an  Intrepidity  which  raifed,  admiration  in  Gingifchan  himfelf. 
He  remained  in  Multan  until  the  year  1 224, '.when  lie  left  India  never 
more  to  return  into  it.  He  was  killed  in  1 23 1  in  Mefopotamia. 

With  Gelaladdin  finifhed  the  dvnafty  of  the  Khowarafmians ;  and 
what  fliare  Gingifchan  or  his  fuccefiors  took  in  the  affairs  of  Indof.  * 
tan,  we  have  not  had  the  good  fortune  to  difcover.  We  find  that  one 
Turmechirin  Chan,  {filed  in  Tamerlane’s  -hifrory  a  defcendant  of 
Gengis,  and  one  of  the  great  emperors  of  Afia,  penetrated  in  the 
year  1246  to  the  city  of  Mirte  lying  to  the  north-eaft  of  Delhi,  and 
made  conquerts  which  preferred  great  reputation  to  his.  name  in 
India,  until  the  appearance  of  Tamerlane ;  but  tbcfe  conqueffs  did 
not  expel  from  the  fovereignty  the  family  which  at  that  time  reigned 
in  Delhi. 

,CoTiJBEDDiNr-iBECK,  the  (lave  of  Scheabbedin,  rendered  himfelf 
^ndcpendant  in  the  fovereignty  of  Delhi,  which  bad  been  given  to 
him  by  his  mafler  only  in  vicegerence.  He  extended  the  mahome¬ 
dan  dominions, _and  died  peaceably  oil  his  throne  in  the  rear  1219. 
He  was  fucceeded  by  his  Ion  Aramsciiah,  who  was  depoild  bv  his 
lather’s  {lave  Iletmische  Schamseddin. 

C  2  Tins 
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This  Iletmische  conquered  from  the  (lave  Na$§|eddin 
vinces  which  compofed  the  new  kingdom  of  Multan.  By  ti&ifing 
thefe  to  the  provinces  of  Delhi,  and  by  governing  all  thefe  dominions 
in  perfon  without  interefting  himfelf  in  what  parted  out  of  India,  fee 
became  the  firft  regular  and  the  molt  powerful  mahomedan  mottajoh 
who  had  hitherto  reigned  in  Indoftan.  He  died  in  the  year 

His  defceudants  formed  the  dynafty  of  the  firft  mahomedan  kings 
of  Delhi. 

Firouzchah  Rocneddin  fucceeded  his  father  Iletmilche,  and 
before  he  had  reigned  a  year  was  depofed  by  his  difcontented  gran¬ 
dees,  who  placed  his  filler  Radhiateddin  upon  the  throne;  an 
extraordinary  phaenomenon  in  a  mahomedan  government.  This 
female  fovereign  was,  after  various  adventures,  depofed  by  her  bro¬ 
ther  Beharam  Schah,  and  killed  in  attempting  to  make  her  efcape 
from  him. 

Beharam  Schah,  after  reigning  two  years,  was  killed  in  a 
revolt.  Massoudschah  Alaeddin,  fon  of  Firouz  Schah  Roc- 
neddin,  then  mounted  the  throne,  and  in  the  year  1246  was  depofed 
by  his  brother  Mahmoud  Schah  Nassereddin,  who  made  great 
conquefts  in  India. 

After  the  death  of  Mahmoud  Nartercddin,  Firouz  his  uncle  and 
Alaeddin  his  nephew  difputed  the  throne.  Alaeddin  caufed 
Firouz  to  be  artartmated,  and  remained  in  pofleflion  of  the  throne  of 
Delhi  until  the  year  13)  7.  _  ^ 

Here  we  anive  at  a  chafm  of  near  80  years  in  the  hiftorv  of 
thefe  kings,  which  our  guide  Monf.  D’Herbelot  could  not  find  ma¬ 
terials  to  fill  up.  Sultan  Mahmoud,  who  reigned  at  Delhi  in  the 
Year  1398,  is  tlilecl  by  Tamerlane’s  hiftorian  the  grasulfon  of  the 
emperor  Firouz.  Schah,  concerning  which  Firouz  Schah  we  can  de¬ 
termine  nothing  more  than  that  he  was  of  the  family  ofdletmifche. 

3  ®  Mahmq^D 
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Mahmoud  SSflJlAH,  a' weak  prince,  was  governed  abfolutely  by  his 
vizir  Mellon  Cawn,  whoplaced  his  brother  Sarenk  in  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the.  provinces  which  depended  oh  the  city  of  Multan,  and 
rfte  two  brothefs  between  them-  ruled  the  whole  kingdom,  without 
any  other  than  a  nominal  interposition  of  their  fovereign. 

The  MirzaPir  Mohammed' Gehanguir  had  in  the  year  1392  re~ 
eeived  from  his  grandfather  Tamerlane  the  fovereignty  of  all  the 
countries  which  had  formed  the  empire  of  Mahmoud  the  Khowaraf- 
mian,  whom.Gengifchan  conquered , .and  who  was  father  of  the  brave 
Gelaleddin.-  Pir  Mohammed,  at  the  end  of  the  year  .1397,  or  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1398,  fet  out  from  his  capital  of  Gazna,  ad-  ' 
vanced  with  a  numerous  army  to  Multan,  and  laid  fiege  to  the  city,- 
which  was  well  defended,  by  Sarenk..  , 

During  the  fiege  Tamerla ne  was  advancing  from  Samarcande. 
He  entered  India- at-  the  end  of  the  year  . 1398,  defcending  more  ter¬ 
rible- than,  all  its  inundations  from  the  center  of  the  northern  part  of 
the  Indian  Caucafus..  This  invincible  barbarian  met  with  no  refin¬ 
ance  from  the  Indians  fufficient  to  juftify,  even  by  the  military  max¬ 
ims  of  Tartars,,  the-  cruelties  with  which  he  marked  his  way.  He 
was  joined  near  Multan  by  his  grandfon,  who-  had  now  taken  that- 
'  city,,  and;  took  in  perfon  the  ftrong  fortrefs  of  Batnir ;  after  which  he 
marched  towards  Delhi.  Here-  fultan  Mahmoud,  with  his  vizir, 
had  the  courage  to  Hand  their  ground,  determined  to  rifle  a  battle 
with  forces  every  way.  inferior  to  their  enemies.  ■ 

Tamerlane,  when  in  fight  of  their,  army,  ordered  a  hundred 
ftioufand  prifoners,  which  his  own  army  had  gathered  in  their  rout, 
to  be  put  to  death,  beoaufe  they  were  idolaters,  and  becaufe  fome  of 
thefe  wretches  had  betrayed  fymptoms  of  fatisfadlion  at  the  fight  of 
a  .fltirmilh  which  had  been  fought  with  a  party  of  fultan  Mah¬ 
moud's  cavalry.  As  thefe  marks  of  difaffeflion  had  raifed  the  ap- 
prehenfioa  of  ,a  general  inlurredtion  of  the  Haves,  during  the  battle 

which 
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which  was  impending,  Tamerlane  enforced  his^order  wittu  the 
greateft  rigour,  and  it  was  executed  with  the  utmoft  diligence. 

Two  or  three  days  after  this  niaflacre,  Tamerlane  gave  battle^  and 
was,  as  ever,  victorious.  Sultan  Mahmoud'  aud  his  vizir  AM"  jfito 
Delhi,  and  in  the  night  fled  out  of  it. 

Delhi  was  taken  without  refiftance,  and  its  inhabitants  weife  ful>- 
jetted  to  the  fame  pillage  and  cruelties,  which  we  have  teen  renewed 
in  this  century  by  Thamas  Kouli  Khan  in  the  prefent  capital  of  ln- 
doftan,  which,  although  bearing  the  fame  name,  is  not  fituated  .ex¬ 
actly  on  the  fame  Ipot  as  the  antient  Delhi. 

After  having  made  the  regulations  neceflary  to  calm  the  convul- 
ifions  which  his  cruelties  had  raifed  in  the  inhabitants  of  the  metro¬ 
polis  of  Indoftan, Tamerlane  marched  to  the  north-eaft  towards  the 
Ganges,  not  without  refiftance  maintained  in  feme  places  with  refo- 
lutioiij  but  in  all  without  fuccefs.  He  crofted  the  Ganges  at  Togli- 
poor,  and  expofing  his  perfon  in  every  ikirmifh  that  offered  with  the 
Spirit  of  a  volunteer,  advanced  to  the  ftraights  of  Kupele. 

At  the  foot  of  the  mountains  called  Kentafli,  in  the  country  of 
Thibet,  and  in  that  part  of  them  which  lies  between  tbe  thirty-firft  _ 
and  thirty-fecond  degree  of  latitude  and  between  the  ninety-eighth  mid 
the  hundredth  degree  of  longitude,  the  Ganges,  formed  from  feveral 
fources,  paftes  fucccflivcly  two  great  lakes,  and  flows  to  the  weft  until 
the  oppofition  of  a  part  of  the  Indian  Caucafus  turns  it  to  the  fouth,  and 
foon  after  to  tbe  fouth-eaft,  when. at  length  flowing  due  loutb^and 
having  completed  in  thefe  various  directions  a  courfe  of  two  hundred  , 
leagues,  it  enters  India  by  forcing  its  paflage  through  the  mountains 
of  the  frontier. 

The  pafs  through  which,  the  Ganges  dilembogues  itlelf  into  In¬ 
doftan  is  called  the  ftraights  of  Kupele,  which  are  diftant  from  Delhi 
about  30  leagues,  in  the  longitude  of  96,  and  in  the  latitude  of  39.  2. 

,  Thefe 
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■.Thefe Siraighta  are  ^believed  by.,  the  Indians,  who  look  very  little 
abroad,  to  be  the  fources  of  the  Ganges;  and  a  rock  15  miles  diftant 
from  them,  bearing  fome  refemblance  to  the  head  of  a  cow,  has  joined 
-•in  -the  fame  part  of  the  kingdom,  two  very  important  obje&s  of  their 
-religion ;  the  grand  .image  of  th.e  animal  which  they  almoft  venerate 
•as  a  divinity, ’.and  the  firft  -appearance  of  that  immenfe  body  of  holy 
water  which  walhes  away  all  their  fins. 

A  .great  multitude,  of 'Indians  y/ere  affembled,  probably  for  the 
celebration  of  a  feaft,-af  the.ftraights  of  Kupe'le.  They  made  fome 
fhew  of  refiftance  again!!  Tamerlane’s  army,  but  were  no  fooner . 
attacked  than  difperfed.  The  field  of  this  viftory  is  the  molt  diftant 
term  of  Tamerlane’s  conquefts  in  India  and  oii  the,  globe. 

He  now  prepared-to  return  to  his  capital  of  Samarcande,  and  re¬ 
paired  the  Ganges  ;  after  which  he  diredled  his  march  along  the  foot 
of  mount  Caucaliis,  until  he  arrived  at  the  fouthern  frontiers  of  Kafli-  ’ 
mire,  the  mahqmedan  king  of  which  country  fent  ambaffadors  to 
rtfkke  •fubmiflicjnr'':As  this  rout  was  through  countries  which  the 
army  had  not  hitherto  paffed,  the  fword  was  not  yet  flieathed,  but 
large  detachments  were  making  excurfions  to  the  louth,  whilft  Ta¬ 
merlane  referved  to  himfelf  the  talk  of  lubduing  the  mountaineers 
who  made  any  refiftance,  or  refilled  to. acknowledge  his  fovereignty. 

*  From  the  frontiers  of  Kafhmire  to  the  frontiers  of  Indoftan,  the 
army  paffed  through  countries  which  had  fubmitted  to  Tamerlane 
at  his  entrance  intoindia;  and  the  inarch  out  of  India  was  through 
the  mountains  of  Sheberto,  a  part  of  the  Caucafus.  From  hence 
„  Tamerlane  haftened  to  Samarcande.  Having  repofed  a  few  months 
in  this  capital  of  his  vaft’ dominions,  he  fet  out  on  the  great  expedition 
in  which  he  fubdued  Syria' and  the  Kalif  of  Egypt,  vanquished  Ba- 
jaz*t,  and  by  the  addition  of  thefe  conqueffs  to  thole  lie  had  made 
before,  rendered  himfelf  lord  of  an  empire  which  extended  from 
Smyrna  to- the  banks  of-the  Ganges. 
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Tamerlane  never  returned  into  India,  bi#  added  the  eofitjtofts 
he  had  made  in  it  to  the  government  of  his  grandfon  Pir  Mohammed 
Gehanguir,  who  ruled  from  Gazna  the  mahomedan  dominions  <SfIn- 
doftan  until  the  death  of  his  grandfather,  which  happened  in  the  year 
1 404.  A11  event  in  which  fo  many  princes  .were  interefted  did  nut 

fail  to  raife  great  commotions  amongft  the  princes  of  his  family.  On 
his  death-bed  Tamerlane  named  Pir  Mohammed  Gehan  Ghir  the 
■univerfal  lieir  of  all  his  dominions.  The  contempt  with  which  his 
will  was  treated  after  his  death,  was  equal  to  the  veneration  Which 
had  been  paid  to  his  authority  during*  his  life.  The  fultan  Khali!, 
another  of  his  grandfons,  immediately  took  pofieflion  of  the  capital 
of  Samarcande,  and  proclaimed  himl'elf  emperor.  Pir  Mohatftftled 
did  not  live  long  enough  to  aflert  his  rights,  but  was  affaffinated  fix 
.months  after  the  death  of  his  grandfather. 

The  fultan  Sharock,  the  youngeft  of  the  two  fiirviving  ions  of 
Tamerlane,  fucceeded  to  the  inheritance  deligned  for  Gehan  Ghir : 
he  reigned  near  42  years,  during  which  the  conqueftis  of  his  fathom 
India  feem  to  have  remained  in  fubjedtion  to  his  authority. 

There  is  in  Europe  an  excellent  hiftory  of  the  life  of  this  prince, 
and  of  his  defcendants,  continued  to  the  year  1497.  There  are 
likewife  in  England  materials  fufficient  to  form  a  hiftory  of, the  de- 
pendance  in  which  India  remained  to  the  pofterity  of  Tamerlane, 
until  one  of  them  eredled  the  new  dynafty  of  mahomedan  emperors 
in  Indoftan,  which  is  that  of  the  prefent  great  Moguls;  but  thefe 
tradls,  hitherto  little  regarded  by  thofe,  whofe  fortunes  alone  could 
furnifh  the  expence  of  prefenting  them  to  the  public  in  languages^ 
common  ufe,  remain  out  of  the  reach  of  public  curiofity  by  the  diffi¬ 
culties  attending  the  ftudy  of  thofe  in  which  they  are  written. 

A  few  fcraps  detached  from  one  another  by  considerable  intervalsof 
time,  and  by  fubjedls  of  little  connexion  with  each  other,  would  be  af 

little 
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little  \\fe  to  guide  u#through  fuch  a  length  of  obfcurity  as  that  in 
which  we  view  at  prefent  the  hiftory  of  Tamelane’s  fucceffors  in  In¬ 
dia, -until  the  time  of  Sultan  Babr :  and  this  obfcurity  mull  remain, 
until  the  original  hiftpri.es  brought  into  England  by  Mr.  Frazer,  or 
Others  equivalent  to  thorn,  fhall  be  publilhed. 

4.  The  Sultan  Babr  was  the  6th  in1  defcent,  not  from  Sharoch, 
hut  from  ,  the  Mirza  Miran  Schah,  another  of  the  fons  of  Tamer- 
Jane;.  this  Babr,  yielding  to  the  conquefts  of  the  Ulbeg  Tartars,  re¬ 
tired  from  the  country  of  Mawhranhar  towards  India ;  -after  making 
feveral  expeditions  into  Indoftaiij-he  at  laft  in  the  year  1526  de¬ 
feated  Sultan  Ibrahim  Loudi,  and  became  emperor  of  Delhi.  ’  Who 
Sultan  Ibrahim  .Loudi  was,  will  in  all  probability  be  known,  when 
the  commentaries  of  Sultan  JBabr,  written  by  himfelf,  and  which 
are  at  Oxford,  fha.ll  be  tranflated.  After  making  drill  farther  con¬ 
quefts  in  Indoftan,  Sultan-Babr  died  near  Agra  in  the  December  of 
the  year  1530, 

.  The  pride  of  the  Great  Moguls  defc.ended  from  Sultan  Babr,  in 
vaunting  in  their  titles.and  on.  all  other  occafions,  their  defcent  from 
Tamerlane,  has  given  'rife  to  the  common  belief,  that  the  throne  of 
.  Delhi,  and  the. whole  extent  of  the  conquefts  made  by  Tamerlane  in 
India,  were  maintained  by  his  poflrerity  in  a  regular  filiation,  and 
without  interruption.  But  fuch  a  fuccelfion  would  have  given  no 
room  for  Sultan  Babr’s  conquefts  over  a  ftranger,  as  Sultan  Loudi 
Appears  to  be,  and  vvquld  have  excluded  him  from  the  honour  of 
being  tire  founder  of  the  prefent  .dynafty  of  Great  Moguls. 

,  "Homaion  fucceeded  to  his  father  Babr,  and  in  1540  fied  into 
Perfia  before  the  Pitans,  whom  we  imagine  to  have  been  the  Mabo- 
roedan  fubjefis  of  Sultan  Ibrahim  Loudi  conquered  by  Babr.  Br 
tbe  afliftance  of  .tire  king  of  Perfia  Homaion  recovered  his  empire  in 
1555,  and  died  in  1556.  Before  his  flight  he  had  conquered  and 
-added  to  the  Mogul  dominions  the  kingdoms  of  Guzerat  and  Malva  ; 
he  had  likewife' taken  pofieflion.of  the  kingdom  of  Bengal. 

D  Ac  BA  IT 
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Acbar  fucceeded  his  father  Homaion,  and^ied,  after  a  fgfga  gf 
near  50  years,  in  1605.  He  extended  the  empire,  but  not  fo  fef  t® 
the  fouthward  as  to  prevent  him  from  vouchfafing  to  ftile  the  king 
of  Portugal  his  neighbour,  in  virtue  of  the  territories  pofleSed  by 
this  nation  near  Goa  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar. 

To  Acbar  fucceeded  his  fon  Jehanguir,  who  died  in  1627.  A 
weak  prince,  enflaved  by  the  influence  of  his  miftrefs  Nourjehan,  con- 
iined  in  his  perfon,  and  conftrained  in  his  government,  by  the  ambi¬ 
tion  of  his  fbn  Gehan  Schah.  Sir  Thomas  Roe  was  fent  entbaSa- 
dor  to  Jehanguir  by  king  James  the  firft. 

Schah  Gehan  fucceeded  to  his  father  Jehanguir;  and  after  a 
reign  fuccefsful  until  the  change  of  his  fortunes,  to  which  a  ficknefe 
of  languor  occafioned  by  intemperance  in  his  feraglio  gave  rife,  was 
depofed  and  confined  by  his  fon  Aurengzebe,  and  died  in  1666. 

There  is  not  a  more  curious  piece  of,  hiftory  than  that  of  the  re¬ 
bellion  of  Aurengzebe  againft  his  father,  written  by,  Mr.  Bernier. 
After  having  murdered  his  three  brothers  and  fome  of  theif  chil¬ 
dren,  to  acquire  the  throne,  Aurengzebe  maintained  himfelf  in  it 
near  50  years,  with  fo  ftridt  an  attention  to  the  government  of  his 
empire,  as  entitles  him  to  be  ranked  with  the  ableft  princes,  who 
nave  reigned  in  any  age  or  country.  He  conquered  more  than 
half  the  provinces  of  the  Peninfula  of  India  in  perfon,  and  his  vice¬ 
roys  conquered  or  fubje&ed  almoft  all  the  reft,  the  fea  coafts  of 
Malabar  excepted.  The  revenues  of  the  empire  amounted  in  his 
time  to  near  thirty-eight  millions  of  pounds  fterling.  He  digd  in. 

1707- 

But  all  the  abilities  of  Aurengzebe  did  not  give  him  the  power  of 
fecuring  his  crown  to.  one  of  his  fons  in  preference  to  the  reft,  and  it 
appears  by  his  will  that  he  forefaw  the  contefts  which  enfued  amongft 
them  after  his  death.  His  fons  Azem  Schah,  and  Mahomed-  Mauzm, 
fought  at  the  head  of  armies  not  equalled  finee  the  time  of  Tamer- 
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Jane.  That  of  Mahomed  Mauzm  confifted  of  more  than  three  hundred 
thoufencl  fighting  men,  of  which  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
were  cavalry.  Azem,  who  feems  by  his  father’s  will  to  have  beeiv 
the  favourite,  was  defeated  and  killed,  and  Mauzm  was  proclaimed 
emperor,  under  the  title  of  Bahadr  Schah,  after  which  he  attacked 
his  brother  Kaunbukfh,  who  was  taken  prifoner  and  died  of  his 
wounds.  Bahadr  Schah  died  after  reigning  about  fix  years  accord¬ 
ing  to  Mr.  Frazer. 

Of  four  fons  which  furvived  their  father  Bahadr  Schah,  three 
joined  againft  the  other,  defeated  and  killed  him,  and  then  Jehan¬ 
der  Schah  feparated  from  the  other  two,  defeated  and  put  them  to 
death ;  after  which  he  was  proclaimed  emperor ;  but  as  he  was  a 
very  weak  prince,  and  infatuated  by  his  mi  ft  refs  Lai  Koar,  who  had 
been  a  public  finger;  two  brothers  the  principal  men  of  his  court 
dethroned  him,  and  placed  on  the  throne  Mahomed  Furruksir 
ion  to  Azem  Schah,  the  prince  who  fell  the  firft  of  the  three  bro¬ 
thers,  by  whofe  deaths  Jehander  Schah  acquired  the  crown. 

We  know  not  what  term  to  give  to  the  reign  of  Jehander  Schah, 
the  predeceflor  of  Furrukfir,  as  Mr.  Frazer;  who  is  now  the  guide 
to  whom  we  are  mod  indebted  for  the  hiftory  of  this  dynafty,  feems 
to  have  made  a  miftake  in  the  chronology  of  this  period.  Aureng¬ 
zebe  is  feid  to  have  died  in  February  1 767,  and  Mahomed  Furrukfir 
in  February  1719,  which  dates  give  an  interval  of  twelve  years.  At 
the  feme  time  Bahadr  Schah  the  fuccelfor  of  Aurengzebe  is  feid  to 
have  reigned  about  fi*  years,  Mahomed  Furrukfir  the  fuccefior  of  Je¬ 
hander  Schah,  to  have  reigned  feven:  fo  that  we  have  in  the  reigns  of 
^tfeefe  two  princes,  without  the  interpofition  of  Jehander  Schah,  more 
•than  the  term  which  elapfed  between  the  deaths  of  Aurengzebe  and 
Mahomed  Furrukfir,  whofe  deaths  are  afcertained  bv  dates.-  Mr. 
Frazer  has  not  afcertained  the  term  of  Jehander  Schah’s  reign ;  but 
if  thofe  of  Bahadr  Schar  and  Furrukfir  could  be  authentically  reduced 
into  the  (pace  to  which  they  inuft  be  confined,  it  would  be  fufficient, 
according  to,  the  ideas  of  Mogul  hiftory,  that  Jehander  Schah  only 
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once  performed  the  ceremony  of  fitting  in  public  on  the  throne  of 
Delhi,  to  intitle  him  to  be  ranked  in  the  lift  of  the  emperors  Of 

Indoftan.  , 

By  that  dependance  to  the  great  men  of- the  kingdom  to  which 
their  contefts  for  the  crown  had  reduced  the  defendants  of  Aureag- 
zebe,  the  emperors  eledted,  although  reverenced  as  defpotic  by  the 
multitude,  afcended  the  throne  in  bonds,  and  were  in  reality  nothing 
more  than  the  flaves  of  their  minifters. 

Still  the  blood  of  Tamerlane  continued  to  be  held  in  too  great 
veneration  throughout  the  empire,  to  permit  any  others  than  his  de- 
fcendants  to  entertain  hopes  of  afce'nding  the  throne  with  impunity, 
Thofe  who  flood  nearCft  to  the  throne,  in  virtue  of  their  offices  and 
power,  were  therefore  contented  to  rule  the  empire  as  they  pleafed, 
by  fhewing  to  the  people  a  pompous  fovereign,  who  in  reality  com¬ 
manded  nothing  but  the  women  of  his  feraglio. 

.  FurruksiR  was  the  firft  of  the  Great  Moguls,  whofe  father  had 
not  been  emperor,  and  we  ftiall  foon  fee  more  examples  of  this 
oblique  fucceffion.  The  fame  lords  who  had  raifed,  depoled  him  as 
a  meafure  neceffary  to  their  own  fecurity.  Not  content  with  con¬ 
fining  him,  they  put  out  his  eyes  ;  but  even  this  degree  of  imbecillity 
and  wretchednefs  did  not  appeafe  their  fears  or  fatisfy  their  refent- 
rnents.  They  murdered  him  on  the  16th  of  February  1719,  aggra¬ 
vating  the  deed  with  every  indignity  and  infull. 

These  depofers  of  Furrukfir  placed  on  the  throne  bis  coifiit* 
german  Raffeih  al  Dirjat  fon  of  Raffeih  al  Shan,  one  of  the  brothers 
from  whom  the  emperor  Jehander  Schah  won  the  crown.  Raffeih 
al  Dirjat  was  taken  out  of  the  caftle '  in  which  thofe  of  the  roydl 
■  family  who  are  not  murdered  are  fuffered  to  live.  This  change  tsf 
his  fortunes  was  not  more  extraordinary  than  it  was  of  fiiort  'dura- 
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lion  ;  for  the  fame  difpofer3  of  the  throne  who  had  made  him  em¬ 
peror,  murdered  him  when  he  had  fcarcely  reigned  three  months. 

They  then  took  Raffeih  al  Dowlet,  brother  of  Raffeih  al  Dirjat, 
probably  out  of  the  fame  place  of  confinement,  and  placed  him  on 
the  throne.  The  reign  of  this  emperor  ^as  of  fhorter  duration 
than  that  of  his  brother,  for  he  died  within  a  few  days  after  his  ac- 
ceflion,  and  his  death  was  not  fufpeffed  to  be  the  effe£t  of  poifon. 

.Mahomed  Schah  was  now  proclaimed  by  the  two  brothers  Ab¬ 
dallah  Khan,  arid  Hofian  Ally  Khan,  whom  we  have  feen  powerful 
enough  to  make  four  arid  depofe  five  emperors  of  Indoftan.  If  there 
were  no  interreigns,  four  of  thefe  fucceffions  happened  in  the  fpace 
of  four  months. 

Mahomed  Schah  was  fon  of  Jehan  Schah,  one  of  the  three  bro¬ 
thers  who  perifhad  in  difputing  the  crown  with  their  brother  Jehan- 
der  Schah.  So  that  a  Ton  of  each  of  thefe  three  unfortunate  princes 
became  emperor  only  to  be  as  unfortunate  as  his  father. 

Rut  the  greatest  humiliation,  if  not  the  moft  tragical  exit,  was 
referved  for  Mahomed  Schah.  But  the  beginning  of  his  reign  was 
not  without  a  flroke  of  vigour  in  the  mode  of  eaftern  politics ;  for 
his  courtiers,  to  pleafe  him,  affaffinated  Hoffan  AHy  Khan,  one  of 
the  two  brothers  whofe  hands  had  been  imbrued  in  fo  much  of  the 
Wood  of  his  family. 

The  other  brother  Abduflah  Caun  immediately  appeared  in  arms, 
■Sid’oppofed  another  emperor  of  his  own  nomination  to  .Mahomed 
’  Schah.  A  battle  enfued,  in  which  Abdullah  was  taken  ;prifoner. 
Me  died  three  months  afterwards  of  his  wounds;  having,  it  as  Taid, 
deceived  the  affurance  of  his  pardon  from  Mahomed  Schah ;  which, 
if  true,  is  an  example  of  .'clemency  very  rarely  found  in  the  politics 
of  Afiatic  monarchs. 
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The  removal  of  two  fuch  dangerous  enemies  to  the  throne,  placed, 
Mahomed  Schah  in  pofleffion  of  it  with  a  fecurity  unknown  to  hsa 
predeceffors,  fince  the  reign  of  Aurengzebe ;  but  this  fecurity  tsrved 
only  to  render  him  unworthy  of  it.  Indolent,  fenfual,  and  irrefshate, 
he  voluntarily  gave  to  favourites  as  great' a  degree  of  power,  a®.  .that 
which  the  minifters  of  the  throne  had  lately  poflefled  in  defiance  of 
the  will  of  their  fovereigns.  The  fatal  moment  approached,  in  winch 
a  foreigner  was  to  determine  whether  he  fhould  exterminate  the 
race  of  Tamerlane,  and  annex  the  richeft  empire  of  the  univerfe  to 
his  own.  Caundorah  the  vizir  and  favourite  of  Mahomed  Schah 
quarrelled  with  Nizam  al  Muluck  the  viceroy  of  the  louthera  pro¬ 
vinces,  who  had  under  his  jurifdidfton  very  near  a  fourth  part  of  the 
empire,  and  who  without  rebellion  had  rendered  himfelf  almoft  in¬ 
dependant  of  the  emperor.  Bred  under  the  eye  of  Aurengzebe, 
Nizam  al  Muluck  cenfured  openly  and  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  the 
lethargick  and  pufillanimous  adminiftration,  as  well  as  the  profligate 
and  difiolute  manners  of  the  court ;  hoping,  no  doubt,  to  impair  the 
influence  of  his  rival  Caundorah.  At  laft  pretending  that  there  could 
be  no  remedy  to  fuch  delperate  evils,  but  in  a  total  revolution  of  the 
empire,  he  advifed  Thamas  Kouli  Khan,  who  had  ufurped  the  throne 
of  Perfia,  to  come  and  take  pofleffion  of  that  of  Indoftan ;  and  Tha¬ 
mes  Kouli  Khan  followed  his  advice. 

Ma.  Frazer  has  left  us  an  authentic  account  of  this  extraordi¬ 
nary  revolution.  An  army  famiffied  by  its  own  numbers,  com¬ 
manded  by  chiefs  unanimous  in  nothing  but  their  Unwillingnefe  to 
fight,  and  thefe  by  an  emperor  who  could  hot  command  his  fears, 
fubmitted  to  enemies  whom  they  outnumbered  five  to  one :  but  thefe 
enemies  had  been  inured  to  confli&s  under  the  moft  defperate'fo1- 
dier  of  the  age,  and  were  rendered  invincible  by  the  expectation  of 
plundering  the  capital  of  the  richeft  empire  in  the  world.  A  fkir- 
mifh  decided  the  fate  of  this  empire.  Mahomed  Schah  laid  his 
regalia  at  the  feet  of  Thamas  Kouli  Khan,  who  took  pofleffion  of 
Delhi,  plundered  it,  and  maffacred  a  hundred  thouland  of  it&  inha¬ 
bitants. 
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The  conqueror  referving  to  himfelf  all  the  countries  lying  to  the. 
weftward  of  the  river  Indus  and  Attock,  reftored  all  the  reft  to  Maho¬ 
med  Schah,  and  reinftated  him  in  the  throne  with  formalities ;  after 
which  he  returned  to  Perfia,  carrying  with  him  out  of  Indoftan  a 
treafure,  which  in  effeits,  (ilver,  gold  and  jewels,  was  valued  at  more 
than  feventy  millions  of  pounds  fterling.  He  entered  India'  from 
Kandahar  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1738,  and'  returned  to  Kan¬ 
dahar  at  the  end  of  the  year  1739.  This  dreadful  incurlion  is  reck¬ 
oned  to  have  coft  Indoftan,  belides  its  treafures,  the  lofs  of  two  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  lives. 

:  The  cruelties  exerciled  in  India  by  Thamas  Kouli  Khan,  were 
luch,  that  a  dervife  had  the  courage  to  prefent  a  writing  to  him,, 
conceived  in  thele  terms  t  “  If  thou,  art  a.  god',  ait  as  a  god if  thou 
“  art  a  prophet,  conduit  us  in  the  way  of  lalvation  ;  if  thou  art  a 
“  king,  render  the  people  happy,  and  do  not  deftroy  them.”  To 
which  the  barbarian  replied,  “  I  am  no'  god,  to  ait  as  a  god ;  nor  a 
prophet,  to  fhew  the  way  of.falvation  ;  nor  a  king,  to  render  the. 
“  people  happy;  but  I  am  he  whom  God  fends  to  the  nations  which, 
“  he  has  determined  to  vilit  with  his  wrath.” 
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SECTION  III.  '' 

THE  northern  nations  of  India,  although  idolaters,  haying 
fcarce  a  religion,  when  compared  to  the  multitude  of  fupaty 
flitions  and  ceremonies  which  charadlerife  the  inhabitants 
louthcm  countries,  were  eafily.  induced  to  embrace  Mali omedawliijy 
and  are  at  this  day  the  Affghans  or  Pitans,  who  figure  fo  rn^qhjn 
ail  the  late  revolutions  of  Delhi.  Excepting  thefe,  few  of 
Indians  have  been  converted. 

The  armies  which  made  the  find  conquedsfor  the  heads  of.th$ 
refpedlive  dynadies,  or  for  other  incurior§,  Jeft  behind  them  numbers 
of  Mahomedans,  who,  feduced  by  a  finer  climate  and  a  richer  qoun-- 
try,  forgot  their  own. 

The  Mahomedan  princes  of  India  naturally  gave-a  prefer^ijije  ip 
the  fervice  of  men  of  their  own  religion,  who,  frpm  w'hatever  qotjuv 
try  they  came,  were  of  a  more  vigorous  conditution  than  the.douted 
of  the  fubjefted  nation  :  this  preference  has  continually  encouraged 
adventurers  from  Tartary,  Perfia,  and  Arabia,  to  leek  their  fortunes 
under  a  government,  from  which  they  were  fure  of  receiving  greater 
encouragement  than  they  could  expeft  at  home. 

From  thefe  origins,  time  has  formed  in  India  a  mighty  nation  of 
near  ten  millions  of  Mahomedans,  whom  Europeans  call  Moors :  to 
them,  under  the  authority  of  the  Great  Mogul,  the  greated  part  of 
Indodan  is  now  fubjeft  :  but,  although  the  reigning  nation,  they  ire, 
out-numbered  by  the  Indians  ten  to  one. 

This  inferiority  of  numbers,  has  obliged  the  Mahomedans  to  leave 
in  all  parts  of  Indodan,  many  Indiamprinces  in  pofleflion  of  their  re- 
fpeflive  fovereignties,  which  they  are  permitted  to  govern  without  mo- 
ledation,  on  condition  that  they  pay  the  dipulated  tribute,  and  do  not 
8  .  o  infringe 
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infringe  any  other  part  of  the  treaties  by  which  they  or  their  ancef*. 
tors  have  acknowledged  the  fovereignty  of  the  Great  Mogul.  Thefe 
Indian  princes  are  called  Rajahs,  i.  e.  kings  :  more  than  one  half  of 
the  empire  is  at  this  day  fubjeft  to  thefe  Rajahs,  of  whom  fome  are 
princes  of  very  fmall  territories,  and  others,  fuch  as  Jafleing  and  Jef- 
femfeing  mentioned  by  Mr.  Bernier  in  the  hiftory  of  Aurengzebe, 
as  alfo  the  kings  of  Myfore  and  Tanjore  mentioned  in  the  hiftory  of 
the  prefent  wars  of  Coromandel,  poffefs  dominions  almoft  as  large  as 
the  kings  of  Pruffia  or  Portugal.  Many  of  them  pretend  to  great 
antiquity  of  family,  and  one,  whom  the  emperor  Acbar  conquered, 
boafted  his  defcent  from  Porus. 

Besides  the  Indians  who  refide  in  the  territories- of  the  Rajahs,  ’ 
there  are  every  where  feen  great  numbers  of  them  in  thofe  parts  of  the 
country  which  are  immediately  fubjedt  to  the  Great  Mogul  without 
the  interpofition  of  an  Indian  prince  to  govern  them.  They  are  the 
only  cultivators  of  the  land,  and  the  only  manufacturers  of  the  im- 
menfe  quantities  of  linnen  which  are  made  in  the  empire;  infomuch 
that  sit  a  diftance  from  the  capital  cities,  the  great  trading  towns,  the 
encampments  of  armies,  and  the  high  roads,  it  is  rare  to  fee  in  the 
villages  or  fields  a  Mahomedan  employed  in  any  thing  except  levying 
contributions  or  aCting  in  fome  other  rcfpeCt  as  an  officer  of  the 
Great  Mogul. 

Intelligent  enquirers  affert  that  there  are  no  written  laws 
amongft  the  Indians,  but  that  a  few  maxims  tranfmitted  by  tradition 
fupply  the  place  of  fuch  a  Code  in  the  difcuffion  of  civil  caufes ;  and  that 
the  ancient  practice,  correfted  on  particular  occalions  by  the  good  fenfe 
of  the- judge,  decides  abfolutely  in  criminal  cafes.  In  all  cafes  derived 
•srom  the  relations  of  blood,  the  Indian  is  worthy  to  be  trufted  with  the 
greateft  confidence ;  but  in  cafes  of  property,  in  which  this  relation 
does  not  exift,  as  a  cunning  fubtil  people  they  are  perpetually  in  dis¬ 
putes;  and  for  the  want  of  a  written  code  the  juftice  or  injufticeof  the 
decifion  depends  on  the  integrity  or  venality  of  the  judge.  Hence -the 
parties  prefer  to  fubmit, their  caufe  to  the  decifion  of  arbitrators  chofcu 
by  thejnlelves,  rather  than  to  that  of  the  officers  appointed  by  the 
government.  1 

,  E  The 


A  D: 


'ION  an  the  EJiabliJhntenti 


The  Alcoran  is  to  the  Mahomedans  at  once  the  foureo  $£  their 
religious  inftitutions,  of  their  civil  law,  and  of  the  admintftrattott  of 
juftice  in  criminal  cates.  The  two  firft  of  thefe  heads  have  been  as 
copioufly  commented  as  in  any  religion  or  government  whatfegver. 

The  Mulla  in  Indoftan  fuperintends  the  practice  and  puni&es  the 
breach  of  religious  duties,  the  Cadi  holds  courts  in  which  are  tried 
all  difputes  of,  property,  and  the  Catwal  is  the  judge  and  executor  of 
juftice  in  criminal  cafes. 

An  accurate  defcription  of  the  functions  allotted  to  the  Cadi  and  the 
Mulla,  would  require  a  volume,  which  we  have  not  materials  to  fur- 
nifh;  and  if  furnifhed,  this  volume  would  leave  us  but  imperfe£Uy  in¬ 
formed  of  the  general  adminiftration  of  juftice  in  the  cafes  fuppofed  to 
fall  under  the  jurifdidtion  of  thefe  officers ;  fince  the  fovereign  or  his 
delegate  perpetually  wrefts  all  kinds  of  caufes  from  the  common  forms 
of  trial,  and  decides  them  himfelf  without  appeal.  Some  notion  of 
the  Catwal  is  given  by  Mr.  Thevenot:  the  punithments  inflidled  by 
this  tribunal,  are  different  from  thofe  preferibed  by  the  Alcoran }  from 
the  precepts  of  which  the  Catwal  likewife  deviates  in  exercifing  the 
torture,  and  it  contradi&s  them,  in  being  always  open  to  bribery. 

We  fee  in  thofe  parts  of  Indoftan  which  are  frequented  by  the 
European  nations,  the  cuftoms  or  laws  which  regard  lands  fubjeft  to 
contradi&ions,  not  eafily  reconciles  ble.  The  hufbandman  who  pof- 
feffes  a  few  fields  has  the  power  of  felling  and  bequeathing  them,  at 
the  fame  time  that  the  diftriff  in  which  thefe  fields  are  included  is 
annually  let  out  by  the  government  to  a  renter,  who  pays  a  certain 
fum  of  money  to  the  lord  of  the  country,  and  receives  from  the  cul¬ 
tivator  a  certain  part  of  his  harvefts.  The  renter  fometimes  quarrels 
with  the  hufbandman,  and  difplaces  him  from  his  pofleffions:  cla¬ 
mours  as  againft  the  higheft  degree  of  injuftice  enfue ;  tlje  prince  in¬ 
terferes,  and  generally  redreffes  the  poor  man,  who  has  fo  much  need 
of  fupport  in  fuch  a  caufe  of  mifery ;  and  if  he  fails  to  give  this  proof 
of  his  inclination  to  juftice,  he  is  held  in  execration,  and  deemed 
capable  of  any  iniquity. 
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In  all  the  countries  abfoliitely  fubje&ed,  the  Great  Mogul  ftiles 
himfelf  proprietor  of  all  the  lands,  and  gives  portions  of  them  at 
will  as  revenues  for  life  to  his  feudatories  ;  but  Hill  thefe  grants  take 
not  away  from  the  cultivator  the  right  of  fale  and  bequefL.  The 
policy  of  all  the  Indian  governments. of  Indoftan,  as  well  as  that  of 
the  Great  Mogul,  feems  to  conlift  more  in  a  perpetual  attention  to 
prevent  any  one  family  from  obtaining  great  polfeffions,  than  in  the 
intention  of  multiplying  d|)preffions  upon  the  body  of  the  people; 
for  fuch  a  flavery  would  loon  leave  the  monarch  little  grandeur  to 
boaft  of,  and  few  fubjedts  to  command.  As  all  acquifitions  of  land 
are  fubjeft  to  the  infpeflion  of  the  government,  the  man  who  lliould 
attempt  to  make  himfelf  proprietor  of  a  large  effete  in  land,  would 
be  refuled  the  certificates  necelfary  to  put  him  in  poffeflion,  and 
would  be  marked  as  a  victim  neceflary  to  be  lacrificed  to  the  policy 
of  the  ftate.  From  what  we  fee  in  the  hiftories  of  this  and  other 
eaftern  countries,  the  violences  committed  among  the  great,  lead  us 
to  think  that  the  man  of  more  humble  condition  is  fubjedl  to  Hill 
greater  violences ;  when,  on  the  contrary,  this  humility  is  the  bell: 
of  protections. 

The  Feudatory,  by  the  acceptance  of  a  certain  title  and  the  pen- 
lion  which  accompanies  it,  acknowledges  the  Great  Mogul  his  heir. 
No  man,  from  the  Vizir  downwards,  has  any  trull  of  importance 
repofed  in  him  but  on  thefe  terms,  and  bn  his  deceafe  the  whole  of 
his  property  that  can  be  found  is  feized  for  the  ufe  of  the  emperor, 
who  gives  back  to  the  family  what  portion  he  pleafes.  The  eliates 
of  all  who  are  not  feudatories  defeend  to  the  natural  heirs. 

>  These  barriers  raifed  againft  the  aggrandizement  of  particular 
families  became  abfolutely  necelfary  in  a  Hate,  neceflitated  to  repole 
very  great  trulls  in  certain  individuals. 

The  whole  extent  of  Indoftan  is  not  divided  into  more  than  twenty- 
four  provinces  :  each  of  thefe  include  leveral  Indian  principalities.  A 
very  large  army  feady  to  move  at  the  firft  warning  was  found  necef- 
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fary  to  coerce  the  Rajahs ;  the  fame  force  divided  under  fevSrai-dif- 
tin£l  commanders  would  have  been  ineffectual.  Hence  ic  was  Be- 
celfary  to  give  a  large  tract  of  country  to  the  government  of  a  tingle 
officer,  or  to  relinquiffi  the  defign  of  extending  the  dominion. 

This  officer,  now  well  known  in  Europe  by  the  title  of  Nabob* 
was  made  fubjeft  to  the  eontroul  of  others  who  retided  in  thepro- 
vince  with  him,  and  over  whom  he  hacPno  authority.  The  fove- 
reign  referved  to  hvmfelf  the  power  of  life  and  death.  Civil  caufes 
were  referved  to  the  Cadi,  and  the  revenues,  and  expences  of  the  pro¬ 
vince  were  fubjefit  to- the  examination  of  the  Duan,  who  managed 
the  cuftoms  and  took  polfeffion  for  the  emperor  of  the  effates  of  the 
feudatories  who  died.  The  Great  Mogul  gave  the  government  of 
the  ft  rouge  ft  holds  in  the  province  to  governors  who  were  in  nothing 
fubject  to  the  Nabob.  He  was  called  to  court,  kept  there,  or  tranf- 
Tated  into  another  government,  whenever  the  miniftrv  thought  thefe 
changes  neceffary ;  and  there  was  a  time  when  they  were  lo  freqnent, 
that  a  new  Nabob  left  Delhi  riding  contrary  to  the  ufual  manner  with 
his  back  turned  to  the  head  of  his  elephant,  and  gave  for  a  reafon, 
“  That  he  was  looking  out  for  his  fuccelfor.” 

The  divifions  of  the  royal  family  gave  the  Nabobs  of  provinces 
diftant  from  the  capital,  opportunities  of  acquiring  a  liability  in  their 
governments,  and  the  court  was  now  content  to  receive  a  ftipulated 
fum,  in  lieu  of  the  real  revenues  of  the  province*  in  which  the  Nabob 
became  little  lefs  than  abfolute,  and  had  nothing  to  fear  but  an  army 
from  Delhi,  which  was  always  coming, and  never  came.  But  even  be¬ 
fore  they  arrived  at  this  ftate  of  independence,  we  find  them  exercifing. 
the  cruel  caprices  of  defpotifm  on  wretches  too  weak  to  raile  tbcir 
complaints  to  the  throne.  Mandleflow  tells  a  ftory  of  a  Nabob  who 
cut  off  the  heads  of  a.  let  of  dancing  girls,,  that  is,of  a  company  of  very 
handibme  women,  becaufe  they  did  not  come  to  his  palace  on- the  firft 
fummons.  In  Tavernier  we  fee  a  man,,  who  murders  his  wife,  four 
children,  and  thirteen  (laves,  and  is  left  unpuniffied,  becaufe  he  is  the- 
perlon  on  whom  the  Nabob  relied  for  the  cure  of  a'dillerpper. 

'  The 


made  by  Mahomedan  Conquerors  in  Indoftan.  29 

The  relations  of  all  the  travellers  into  Indoftan  abound  with  ex¬ 
amples  of  the  vices  of  thefe  princes.  It  has  been  obferved,  that  all  the 
Mahomedans  eftablifhed  in  India  acquire,  in  the  third  generation, 
the  indolence  and  pufillanimity  of  the  original  inhabitants,  and  at 
the  fame  time  a  cruelty  of  character  to  which  the  Indians  are  at  pre- 
ferit  happily  ftrangers.  Hence  we  are  almoft  induced  to  give  afifent 
to  the  opinion,  that  the  prohibition  of  Ihedding  blood  of  any  kind, 
inculcated  by  the  Indian  religion,  was.  a  political  inftitution,  wifely 
calculated  to  change  into  gentler  manners  the  fanguinary  dilpolition, 
which  is  faid  to  have  charadterifed  alt  the  inhabitants  of  Indoftan  be¬ 
fore  the  religion  of  Brama  was  introduced  amongft  them. 


The  End  ofihe  Dissertation. 


TO  THE  READER. 


SINCE  the  fir  ft  edition  of  this  book  in  1764,  Mr.  Alexaesd6h 
Dow  has  publifhed  a  tranflation  of  The  Hiftory  of  the  Mahenle- 
dan  Conquerors  in  Indoftan,  written  originally  in  Perfic  by  Ferishta. 
This work  of  Ferishta  is  an  abridgement  of  other  hiftorians,  and 
extends  from  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of Sebegtechin,  the  firft 
of  the  Ghaznavide  Monarchs  who  made  conquefts  in  Indoftan,  to 
the  end  of  the  reign  of  the  Emperor  Acbar  ;  that  is,  from  the  year 
977  to  1605  of  our  jEra;  and  of  the  Mahomedan,  from  365  to 
IOI4-  .  . 

Ferishta  gives  the  origin  and  regular  fucceflionof  all  the  Kings 
of  Ghazna  and  emperors  of  Delhi  during  this  period,  the  progrefs  of 
their  conquefts  in  Indoftan,  and  the  other  principal  events  of  their 
reigns ;  and  thus  fupplies  the  voids  and  imperfedlions  of  the  hifto- 
rical  part  of  our  Dijj'erlation  on  the  Eftablifments  made  by  Mahomedan 
Conquerors  in  Indoftan.  We  have,  neverthelefs,  left  our  diflertation 
in  its  firft  ftate,  that  the  attention  of  the  Reader  might  be  diredled 
to  the  work  of  Ferishta,  which  is  the  moft  curious  and  valuable 
piece  of  Oriental  hiftory,  of  which  a  tranflation  has  hitherto  been 
given  to  Europe. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

THE  Englifli  eftablifhments  in  the  kingdom  of  In- 
doftan  are  divided  into  three  governments,  inde¬ 
pendant  of  each  other.  Bombay  commands  the  factories 
on  the  weftern  fide  of  the  peninfula,  commonly  called  the 
Malabar  coaft ;  together  with  thofe  in  Perfia  :  the  eftablifli- 
ments  and  pofleffions  on  the  eaftern  or  Coromandel  coaft 
are  under  the  government  of  Madrafs :  and  thofe  in  Ben¬ 
gal  depend  on  Calcutta.  From  the  year  1745  to  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  late  peace,  the  Englifli  have  been  continually 
F  engaged 
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engaged  in  war,  in  one  or  other  of  thefe  divisions :  at!$  the 
prefervation  of  their  commerce  in  tjje  Eaft-Indies  abibfctely 
depended  on  the  conduit  and  fuccefs  of  the  wars  of  Coro¬ 
mandel  and  Bengal.  We  have  therefore  thought  that  a 
general  hiftory  of  their  military  tranfaitions  in  Indoftag£> 
during  this  period,  would  not  be  unacceptable  to  the.  pub¬ 
lic  ;  more  efpecially  as  there  is  no  part  of  the  world  in 
which  the  Britifh  arms  have,  of  late  years,  acquired  more 
honour. 


B  O  O  K  I. 

.  ... 
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THE  war  declared  between  Great  Britain  and  France- in  1744, 
extended  its  operations  to  the  fettlements  of  the  two  nations 
in  India :  peace  was  no  fooner  reftored  to  them  by  the  treaty  of  Aix- 
la-Chapelle,  than  they  took  up  arms  againft  one  another,  on  the 
coaft  of  Coromandel,  as  allies  to  two  Moorifh  lords  contending  for 
the  poffeflion  of  the  province  of  Carnatica,  The  •competition  be¬ 
tween  thefe  lords  had  its  rife  in  events,  which  happened  feveral  years 
before  the  Englifh  or  French  took  part  in  it;  it  therefore  becomes 
neceflary  to  defcribe  thofe  events ;  and  as  the  government,  policy, 
and  cuftoms  of  the  nations  of  Indoftan  differ  greatly  from  thofe  of 
Europe,  we  fhall  endeavour,  in  the  courfe  of  our  narrative,  to  give  as 
much  of  their  character  and  manners,  as  appears  neceflary  for  the 
intelligence  of  the  fads  which  we  relate. 

Most  of  the  countries  which  have  been  conquered  by  the  Great 
Mogul  in  the  peninfula  of  India,  are  comprized  under  one  viceroyalty, 
called  from  its  fituation  the  Decan,  or  foufh.  From  the  word  Soubah, 
fignifying  a  province,  the  viceroy  of  this  vaft  territory,  is  called  Soubah- 
dar,  and  by  Europeans  improperly  Soubah.  Of  the  countries  under 
hi^jurifdi&ion,  fomeare  entirely  fubje&ed  to  the  throne  of  Delhi,  and 
governed  by  Mahomedans,  whom  Europeans  as  improperly  call 
Moors ;  whilft  others  remain  under,  the  government  of  their  original 
Indian  princes  or .  Rajahs,  and  are  fuffered  to  follow  their  ancient 
-  F  3  modes 
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modes  on  condition  of  paying  tribute  to  the  Great  Mogul.  The 
Moorifh  governors  depending  on  the  Soubah,  affume,  when  treating 
with  their  inferiors,  the  title  of  Nabob,  which  fignifies  Deputy:  but 
this  in  the  regifters  of  the  throne  is  fynonimous  to  Soubahdar,  and  the 
greateft  part  of  thofe  who  ftile  themfelves  Navabs,  or  Nabobs,  are  ^ 
ranked  at  Delhi  under  the  title  of  Phous-dar,  which  is  much  inferior* 
to  that  which  they  affume,'fignifying  no  more  than  the  commander 
of  a  body  of  forces.  The  Europeans  eftablifhed  in  the  territories  of 
thefe  Pfeudo-Nabobs  (if  we  may  be  allowed  the  expreflion)  following 
the  example  of  the  natives  with  whom  they  have  moft^jntercourfe, 
have  agreed  in  giving  them  the  title  they  fo  much  affieft.  In  defe¬ 
rence  therefore  to  the  cuilom  which  has  prevailed,  we  fhall  leave 
them  in  poffeffion  of  it,  and  in  the  courfe  of  our  narration  {hall  like- 
wife  diftinguifh  the  geeat  viceroy  by  that  of  Soubah. 

A  Nabob  ought  to  hold  his  commiffion  from  Delhi,  and  if  at  his 
death  a  fuccelTor  has  not  been  prbvioufly  appointed  by  the  Great  Mo¬ 
gul,  the  Soubah  has  the  right  of  naming  a  perfon  to  adminifter  the 
Nabobfhip*  until  the  will  of  the  Sovereign  is  known  ;  but  a  Nabob 
thus  appointed  by  a  Soubah  is  not  deemed  authentically  eftablifhed 
until  he  is  confirmed  from  Delhi.  The  Soubah  receives  from  the 
feveral  Nabobs  the  annual  revenues  of  the  crown,  and  remits  them  to 
the  treafury  of  the  Empire.  The  Nabobs  are  obliged  to  accompany 
him. in  all  military  expeditions  within  the  extent  of  his  viceroyaltv, 
but  not  in  any  without  that  extent.  Thefe  regulations  were  intended 
tc  place  them  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  dependance  on  the  Soubah  as  fhould 
render  fhem  fubfervient  to  the  interefts  of  the  Empire,  and  at  the 
fame  time  leave  them  in  a  ftate  of  indepehdance,  which  would 
render  it  difficult  for  the  Soubah  to  make  ul’e  of  their  affiftance  to 
brave  the  throne. 

The  conftitution  of  the  Mogul  Empire  began  to  lofe  its  vigour  Im¬ 
mediately  after  the  death  of  Aurengzebe,  the  ableft  monarch  that  ever 
reigned  over  Indoftan;  but  fince  the  dreadful  incurfion  of  the  Perfians 
under  Thamas  Kouli  Khan,  it  has  declined  daily  more  and  more  :  fo 
that  during  the  iaft  fifty  years,  Soubahs  have  been  feen  to  maintain 
themfelves  in  their  governments  againft  the  will  of  the  throne,  and 
have  confequently  appointed  Nabobs  under  them  with  as  little  regard 
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to  its  authority ;  Nabobs  likewife  have  kepfepofleffion  of  their  go¬ 
vernments  in  oppofition  both  to  the  Soubah  and  the  throne;- and 
what  is  more  extraordinary  .in  the  offices  of  a  defpotic  ftate,  both 
Soubahs  and  Nabobs  have,'  named  their:  fucceffors,  who  have  often 
fucceeded  with  as  little  oppofition  as  if  they  had  been  the  heirs  ap¬ 
parent  of  an  hereditary  dominion.  What  we,  have  faid  of,  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  fouthern  provinces,  is  equally  applicable  to  all  the 
other  Soubafhips  of  the  empire. 

The  Carnatic  is  one- of  the  moft-confiderable  Naboblhips  depen¬ 
dant  on  the  Soubah  of  the  Decan  :  from  its  capital  it  is  likewife 
named  the  province  of  Arcot ;  but  its  prefent  limits  are  greatly  in¬ 
ferior  ..to  thofe  which  bounded  the  ancient  Carnatic  before  it  was 
conquered  by  the  Great  Mogul ;  for  we  do  not  find  that  the  Nabobs 
•of  ArCot  have  ever  extended  their  authority  beyond  the  river  Gon- 
degama  to  the  north,' the  great  chain  of  mountains  to  the  weft,  and 
the  borders  of  the  kingdoms  of  Tritchinopoly,  Tanjore,  and  Myfore 
to  the  fouth.  The  fea  bounds  it  to  the  eaft.  It  was  not  before  the 
beginning  of  the’prcfent  century  that  this  country  was  entirely  re¬ 
duced  by  the  Moorsr 

Sadatulla,  a  regular  and  acknowledged  Nabob  of  tire  Carnatic,  i  y  i  o. 
having  no  iffue,  adopted  the  two  fons  of  his  brother ;  appointing  the 
elder,  Doaft-ally,  to  fucceed  in  the  Nabofclhip ;  and  conferring  on 
.the' younger;  Boker-aily,  the  government  ofVelore;  he  likewife  di¬ 
rected  that  Gulam  Haffein,  the  nephew  of  his  favourite  wife,  fhould 
be  Dean  or  prime  minifter  to  his  lucceffor.  Having  reigned  from 
the  year  1716  to  1731,  he  died  much  regretted  by  his  fubjefts.-  1.732, 

The  difpofitions  he  had  made  were  fulfilled  without  oppofition  or 
difficulty;  but  Nizam-al-muluck,- the  Soubah  of  the  fouthern  pro¬ 
vinces,  beheld  the  acceflion  of  Doaft-ally  with  averfion,  fince  it  took 
effedt  without  that  deference  to  his  authority  which  he  was  deter¬ 
mined  tO  eftablifh  throughout  all  the  governments  under  his  jurifdic- 
tion.  The  jealoufy  of  this  powerful  fuperior  .prevented  Doaft-allv 
from  procuring  a  regular  confirmation  from  Delhi ;  it  is  faid  that  he 
only  obtained  fome  letters  of  approbation  from  tire  vizir,  without 
the  proper  forms  of  an  authentic  commifliOn. 
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Coast-ally  Had  two  fons,  of  whom  the  eldeft,  Subder^lty^aj®} 
arrived  at  man’s  eftate  when  his  father  fucceeded  tathe:Nahabfli^{f 
he  had  likewife  feveral  daughters,  one  of  whorh  he:  had  at  .that  dialer 
given  in  marriage  to  his  nephew  Mortiz-aily,£<iivOf  Bokdawaltyij.  hiu£ 
another  to  a  more  diftant  relation  named  Chunda-faheb.  /  Thiaimrdl 
gave  his  own  daughter  by  a  former  wife  in  ma!rriag&to  GularnTJaiTeiny 
and  availing  himfelf  of  the  incapacity  of  his  fon-in-laW,  obtained  <dl©' 
Nabob’s  permiffion  to  adminifter  the  office  of  Duan  ip.his -ftestch; 

The  kingdoms  of  Tritchinopoly  and  Tanjore,  although  .tributary 
to  the  Great  Mogul,  were  each  of  them  governed  by  its  own  prince 
or  Rajah,  and  the  care  of  levying  the  tributes  of  thefe  countries  was 
iutrufied  to  the  Nabobs  of  Arcot,  who  were  fometimes  obliged  to 
fend  an  army  to  facilitate  the  colleftion  of  them.  The  death  of  the 
king  of  Tritchinopoly  in  1736,  was  followed  by  difputes  between 
the  queen  and  a  prince  of  the  royal  blood,  which  produced  a  con- 
fufion  in  the  government  fufficient  to  give  the  Nabob  of  Arcot  hopes 
of  fubjefting  the  kingdom  to  his  authority.  He  therefore  deter* 
mined  to  fend  an  army  under  the  command  of  his  fon  Subder-ally 
and  the  Duan  Chunda-faheb  to  feize  any  opportunity  which  might 
offer  of  getting  pofTeffion  of  the  city  of  Tritchinopoly ;  but  to  pre¬ 
vent  fufpicions,  the  colleftion  of  the  tribute  was  given  out  as  the  only 
intention  of  the  expedition,  and  the  army  was  ordered  to  move  lei- 
furely  down  to,  the  fea-coaft,  before  they  proceeded  to  the  fouth ; 
accordingly  they  came  to  Madrafs,  where  they  remained  fome  days, 
and  then  went  to  Pondicherry,  where  they  flaid  a  longer  time  ;  dur., 
in  5  which,  Chunda-faheb  laid  the  firft  foundation  of  his  connexions 
with  the  French  government  in  that  city:  from  hence  they  marched 
to  Tritchinopoly. 

By  intrigues,  of  which  we  have  not  the  details,  Chunda-faheb  pre¬ 
vailed  on  the  queen  to  admit  him  with  a  body  of  troops  into  the  city, 
having  firft  taken  an  oath  on  the  Koran,  that  he  would  aft  in  nothing 
to  her  detriment :  the  people  of  the  country  fay  that  fhe  fell  in  love 
with  him ;  if  fo,  fhe  was  ill  requited,  for  he  foon  after  feduced  the 
garrifon,  feized  the  city,  and  confined  her  to  a  prifon,  where  fhe  died 
of  grief.  The  fubmiffion  pf  the  reft  of  the  kingdom  foon  followed  that 
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of  the  capital;  after  which,  :  Subder-ally  leaving  Chunda-faheb  to  1736. 
govern  thefe  new  acquifitions,  returned  to  his  father  at  Arcot,  who  ' — 
appointed  Meer-aflud,  the  preceptor  of  Subder-ally,  to  fucceed  Ch  un- 
da- faheb  in  the  office  of  Duan. 

The  new  Duan  was  well  acquainted  with  the  ambitious  character 
of  his  predeceflor,  and  reprefented  to  Subder-ally  the  confequences 
■which  were  to  be  apprehended  from  a  man  of  foch  dangerous  views, 
placed  in  a  government  of  fuch  importance.  Subder-ally  faw  his 
error  when  it  was  too  late  to  redrefs  it ;  foi  when  he  reprefented  to 
his  father  the  neceffity  of  recalling  Chunda-faheb  to  Arcot,  the  Na- 
bob,  apprehenfive  of  open  ruptures  in  his  family,  and  attached  to  his 
,  ion-in-law  from  an  opinion  of  his  abilities,  could  not  be  induced  to 
follow  Meer-affud’s  advice. 

Chunda-saheb  hearing  what  had  been  attempted  againfi'him, 
took  meafores  to  fecure  himfelf :  he  put  the  city  of  Tritchinopoly  in 
a  good  ftate  of  defence,  and  placed  his  two  brothers  in  the  ftrongeft 
towns  dependant  on  his  fovereignty ;  Buda-faheb  in  Madura,  and 
Saduck-faheb  in  Dindigul :  but  notwithilanding  thefe  preparations, 

■he  determined  not  to  throw  off  his  allegiance  to  the  Nabob,  before 
he  ihoukl  be  openly  attacked. 

In  the  mean  time  Nizam-al-muluck’s  refentments  againft  the  fa¬ 
mily  of  Doaft-ally  increafed  with  their  acquifitions  ;  for,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  independancy  affefted  by  Chunda-faheb,  he  did  not 
doubt  that  the  force  of  Tritchinopoly  would  always  be  united  until 
that  of  Arcot,  whenever  danger  from  foreign  powers  fhould  threaten 
■either,  of  the  two  governments.  But  his  attention  was  for  forpe  years 
taken  up  by  affairs  of ‘much  greater  importance  than  the  reducing  of 
this  family  to  his  obedience.  At  one  time,  he  was  prepared  to  join 
the  Great  Mogul,  whom  he  wifhed  to  lee  dethroned,  againft  Tha- 
mas  Kouli  Khan,  whbm  he  had  invited  to  invade  the  Empire  :  and 
after  the  Perfian  left  Indoftan,  he  was  obliged  to  keep  his  arms 
turned  towards  Delhi,  where  he  was  equally  dreaded  and  detefted. 

Thus  prevented  from  marching  into  the  Carnatic,  he  at  length  de¬ 
termined  to  give  the  Morattoes  permiffion  to  attack  it.  By  this 
meafure  he  fatisfied,  in  part,  the  obligations  he  lay  under  to  that  na-  1739. 
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1739.  tion,  and  at  the  fame  time  employed  a  force,  which,  next  tohis 

' — ■ — ’  own,  was  the  moft  capable  of  conquering  the  dominions  of  Doaft-aHyi, 
The  country  of  the  Morattoes  lies  between  Bombay  and  Gol-Kbti* 
dah  :  its  limits  are  not  known  with  any  degree  of  certainty  to  Euro* 
peans,  and  we  are  equally  ignorant  of  the  origin  and  hiftory  ©f  the 
people.  It  is  now  a  century  that  they  have  made  a  figure  as  the  moft 
enterprifing  loldiers  of  lndoftan,  and  as  the  only  nation  of  Indians, 
which  leeras  to  make  war  an  occupation  by  choice ;  for  the  Rajpouts 
are  loldiers  by  birth.  Of  late  years  they  have  often  been  at  the  gates 
of  Delhi ;  fometimes  in  arms  againft  the  throne :  at  others,  in  defence 
of  it  againft  the  Affghans  or  Pitans.  The  ftrength  of  their.armies 
confifts  in  their  numerous  cavalry,  which  is  more  capable  of  relifting 
fatigue  than  any  in  India  ;  large  bodies  of  them  having  been  known 
to  march  fifty  miles  in  a  day.  They  avoid  general  engagements,  and 
feeili  to  have  no  other  idea  in  making  war,  but  that  of  doing  as  much 
mifchief  as  pofiible  to'  the.  enemy’s  country.  This  they  effeft  by 
driving  off  the  cattle,  deftroying  the  harveft,  burning  the  villages, 
and  by  exercifing  fuch  cruelties  as  makes  the  people  of  the  open 
.country  take  flight  on  the  firft  rumours  of  their  approach.  The 
.  rapidity  of  their  motions  leaves  the  prince  with  whom  they  wage 
•  war  little  chance  of  linking  a  decifive  blow  againft  them,  or  even 
of  attacking  with,  effebl  any  of  their  detachments.  Hence  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  maintaining  an  army  in  the  field  with  very  little  probability 
of  even  fighting  fuch  an  enemy,  and  the  greater  detriment  arifing 
from,  the  devaluations  they  commit,  generally  induce  the  govern¬ 
ments  they  attack  to  purchafe  their- retreat  with  money.  Great  par¬ 
simony  in  their  expences,  and  continued  colle&ions  of  treafure  by  the 
:meaiiyi°w  defcribed,  have  been  the  principal  caufes  of  railing  them, 
in  Ids  than  a.century,  from  a- people  of  inconfiderable  note,  to  a  na¬ 
tion. which  at.  prefent.ftrikds-  terror  into  all  the  countries  between 
Delhi. and  Cape  Comorin.  They  often  l<y:  out  bodies  of  men,  and 
lometimes  whole  armies;  but  the  hiring  of  them  is  a  dangerous  re-. 
Source;  for  the  offer  of  better  terms  leldom  fails  to  make  them  change 
Tides;  and  they  leldom  relinquilh  their  pra&iceof  plundering  even  in 
the  countries  which  they,  ace  hired  to  defend,-:  JJtjt  UQtW{,thftatiding 
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their  warlike  charadter,  they  are  in  other  refpedls,  the  moft  fcrupu- 
lous  obfervers  of  the  religion  of  Brama  ;  never  eating  of  any  thing 
that  has  life,  nor  even  killing  the  infedts  which  moleft  them  :  how¬ 
ever,  a  buffalo  facrificed,  with  many  ftrange  ceremonies,  atones  for 
the  blood  of  their  own  fpecies  which  they  fhed  in  war. 

Before  the  Carnatic  was  conquered .  by  the  Great  Mogul,  the 
Morattoes  were  in  pofteflion  of  feveral  fortreffes  and  territories  in  the 
country  :  retreating  from  which  before  the  arms  of  the  Moors,  they 
ftipulated  to  receive  annually  a  portion  of  the  revenues,  as  a  recom- 
pence  for  the  polfeflions  which  they  relinquifhed,  and  as  a  tribute 
for  defifting  from  their  ufual  predatory  incurfions  into  the,  province. 
The  Nabobs  of  Arcot  had  for  many  years  negledted  to  pay  this  tri¬ 
bute,  and  the  Morattoes  had  refrained  from  their  ufual  methods  of 
obtaining  reparation,  from  no  other  motive  than  their  great  fear  of 
Nizam-al-muluck :  but  this  reftraint  was  now  removed  by  the  en¬ 
couragement  which  they  received  from  him  to  invade  the  Carnatic. 
At  the  fame  time  the  kings  of  Myfore  and  Tanjore,  in  refentment 
of  the  injuries  they  had  fuffered  from  Chunda-faheb  in  his  govern¬ 
ment  of  Tritchinopoly,  incited  them,  as  brethren  of  the  fame  reli¬ 
gion,  to  attack  the  Carnatic,  and  to  revenge  the  violations  com¬ 
mitted  in  their  temples  and  holy  places  by  that  Mahomedan  gover¬ 
nor,  and  the  Moors  in  his  fervice. 

In  the  month  of  May,  1740,  an -army  of  10000  Morattoes,  under 
the  command  of  Ragogee  Bonfola,  approached  the  province  with 
their  ufual  rapidity,  and  arrived  at  the  mountains,  which  feparate  it 
from  the  weftern  country,  before  Doafl-ally  was  able  to*  colled! 
the  whole  of  his  forces  to -oppofe  them;  for  a  large  part  of  his 
army  happened  at  that  time  to  be  employed  to  the  fouthward, 
under  the  command  of  his  fon  Subder-ally.  The  Nabob,  however, 
marched  from  Arcot  with  what  troops  he  was  able  to  aflemble, 
about  4000  horfe  and  6000  foot,  and  with  thefe  determined  to  de¬ 
fend  the  pafles  of  Damal-cherri,  through  which  the  Morattoes  in¬ 
tended  to  enter  the  province,  until  he  could  be  luccoured  by  his  foil’s 
.army,  and  the  other  troops  of  the  province,  which  were  advancing 
to  his  afiiftanoe ;  it  is  thought  he  would  have  fucceeded  in  this  5n- 
G  .tention 
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s  740.  tention  if  he  had  not  been  betrayed  by  one  of  his  officers,  an  Inffiat), 
who  differed  the  Morattocs  to  pafs  the  ftation  where  he  commanded. 
The  next  day,  being  the.zoth  of  May,  the  whole  army  appeared  in 
the  Nabob’s  rear,  which  was  not  defended  by  intrenchments,  .and 
having  every  advantage,  attacked  his  troops  with  great  fury who, 
encouraged  by  the  example  of  their  prince,  defended  themfelves  re- 
folutely  for  feveral  hours,  until  they  faw  him,  together  with  his  fon 
I-jafTan-ally,  fall  dead  from  their  elephants  on  the  field  of  battle;  the 
rout,  was  then  general ;  moft  of  the  principal  officers  of  the  army 
were  {lain,  and  Meer-affud,.  the  Duan,  was  taken  prifoner. 

Subder-ally,  with  the  troops  under  his  command,  was  ad¬ 
vanced  as  far  as  Arcot  when  he  heard  of  his  father’s  fate,  upon  which 
he  immediately  took  refuge  in.  Velore.  Chunda-faheb  likewife  took 
the  field  with  5000  horfe  and  ioooq  foot,  giving  out  that  he  in¬ 
tended  to  march  .to  the  Nabob’s  affiftance  ;  but  by  contrived  delays 
he  kept  at  a  diftance  from  the  field  of  battle,  and  as  foon  as.  he  heard 
of  the  Nabob’s  defeat,  .haftened  back  to.  Tritchinopoly. 

The  Morattoe.s,  after  their  victory,. fent  detachments  to  plunder 
and  levy  contributions -in  every  part,  of  the  provide, e,  but  found  that 
what  they  acquired  by  thefe.means  did  not  anfwer  their  expe&ations; 
for  the  wealthy  inhabitants,  had  removed  all'their  valuable  effects  into 
the  ttrong  holds  with  which  the  province  abounds.  Thus  difap- 
pointed,  they  readily  liftened  to  the  propofals  of  their  prifoner, Mfiei- 
affud,  who  was  empowered  by  Subder-ally  from  Vel, ore  tp  treat  with 
them :  it  was  agreed  that  they  ffiould  be  paid,  at  ftateef  periods, 
0,000,000  of  rupees,  equal  to  one  year’s  revenue  pf  the  province, 
on  condition  that  they  quitted  the  Carnatic  immediately;  thus  much 
was  made  public,  but  another  article  was  kept  fccret-  As  foon  as 
the  treaty  was  ratified,  Subder-ally  aflunaed  the  title:1and  authority 
of  Nabob  ;  but  this  power  was  now  &  mqqh  impaired,  -tbait  Chunda- 
faheb  thinking  he  had  nothing  to  apprehend  from  it,  ca tap.  tq  Arcot 
to  do  homage  to  him,-.  ,hqwever?  the  iplendpr  ,of  his  retfnue^and  the 
military  force  whi.c^apcqmpanied,  him,  made  fupaappear  rather  tho 
equal  than  the  dependant. qf.SpbtJrt'rally'  ,  ’  ’uu. .  ■ 
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The  fortifications  of  Pondicherry  were  at  this  time  in  fuch  reputa-  1 740, 
tion,  amongfl  a  people  who  had  never  before  feen  any  thing  equal  to 
them,  that  the  late  Nabob,  as  well  as  Subder-ally  and  Chunda-faheb, 
had  feat  their  .wives,  children,  and  treafures,  to  remain  there  during 
the  war.  As  foon  as  the  Morattoes  quitted  tlie  province,  Subder-ally  ' 
and  Chunda-faheb,  attended  by  a  large  retinue,  went  to  Pondicherry, 
where  they  flayed  feveral  days.  Subder-ally  returning  to  Arcot,  took 
with  him  his  own  and  his  father’s  family;  but  Chunda-faheb  pro¬ 
ceeding  to  Tritchinopoly,  left  the  women  of  his  family  and  one,  of 
his  fons  there. 

In' the  month  of  December  the  province  was  again  ftruck  with 
conflernation  by  the  return  of  the  fame  army  of  Morattoes  which 
had  lately  afflidted'  it  with  fa,  many  calamities.  This  fecond  irrup¬ 
tion  was  in  confequence  of  .the  fecret  engagement  which  they  had 
made  with  Subder-ally.  "  ■  ‘ 

Belides  the  fum  of  money  which  he  had  agreed  to  pay  them,  they 
had  farther  infilled. on  receiving  fome  territories  in  fovereignty,  and  in 
this  demand  Meer-affud  found  them  fo  inflexible,  that,  confidering  the 
territories  of  Tritchinopoly  ferved  only  to  render  the  power  of  Chun¬ 
da-faheb  formidable  to  His  mafler,  he  confented  to  yield  thofe  countries 
to'  the  Morattoes,  on  condition  that  they  fhould  attack  them  at  their 
own  expence:  this  they  agreed  to  do,  and  at  the' fame  time  engaged 
to  difpofe  of  Churidd-faheb,  if  he  fell  into  their  hands,  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner  as  fhould  be  mofl  conducive  to  the  interefls  of  the  Nabob  of  Arcot, 

Tritchinopoly  was  flrongly  fortified  in  the  Indian  manner  of 
defence ;  and  Chunda-faheb,  on  the  firfl  news  of  the  approach  ofthe 
Morattoes  againfl  Doafl-ally,  flored  it  with  a  great  quantity  of  grain, 
which  is  confidered  as  the  befl  fecurity  of  a  fortified  place  amongfl  a 
people  who  are  very  little  fkilled  in  the  ufe  of  cannon  or  other  engines 
of  battery.  Mcer-aflud  therefore  forefeeing  that  he  would  be  able  to 
protradl  his  defence  as  long  as  his  provifions  lafled,  advifed  the  Mo¬ 
rattoes  to  quit  the  Carnatic,  and  to  encamp  at  fuch  a  diflance  as 
might  prevent  any  fufpicion  of  their  intentions  to  return.  Thisart- 
.  ful  conduct  produced  the  effedl  intended  by  it ;  for  Chunda-faheb 
imagining  that  the  Morattoes  were  meditating  expeditions  into’  other 
Cl  2  pnovincesj 
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provinces,  fold  his  llores  of  grain ;  of  which  they  no  fooner  receive! 
intelligence  than  they  let  out  from  their  camp  at  Sevegunga,  and  by 
very  expeditious  marches  appeared  in  light  of  Tritchinopoly  before 
he  could  remedy  the  diftrels  to  which  he  had  lo  unwarily  reduced  it. 

They  inverted  the  city  clofely,  and  were  attentive  to  prevent  the 
introduction  of  any  fupplies  or  reinforcements;  nevertheless  the  bro¬ 
thers  of  Chunda-faheb  attempted  to  relieve  it.  Buda-faheb  advanced 
from  Madura  with  a  large  convoy  of  provifions,  efcorted  by  3000  horfe 
and  7000  foot :  the  Morattoes  detached  20000  men  to  intercept  this 
reinforcement,  which  defended  itfelf  with  bravery  until  Buda-faheb 
fell,  when  the  death  of  the  leader  was  followed  by  a  general  rout,  as  it 
always  happens  in  the  battles  of  Indollan  :  they  cut  off  Buda-faheb’s 
head,  and  lent  it  to  Chunda-faheb  as  a  confirmation  of  his  brother’s  de¬ 
feat.  Another  detachment  attacked  Saduck-faheb,  approaching  from 
Dindigul  with  1500  horfe  and  3000  foot,  who  were  likewife  defeated 
after  a  lharp  fight,  which  ended  with  the  death  of  Saduck-faheb. 

Chunda-faheb,  notwithstanding  thefe  misfortunes,  continued  to 
defend  the  city  with  great  refolution,  and  protra&ed  the  liege  until 
the  greateft  part  of  his  provifions  was  confirmed,  and  a  confiderable 
number  of  his  men,  with  fome  of  his  belt  officers,  killed  ;  the  dread 
of  famine  had  alfo  caufed  many  to  defert :  thofe  remaining,  worn 
out  with  fatigues,  called  upon  him  with  one  voice  to  lurrender.  He 
delivered  up  the  city  and  himfelf  on  the  26th  of  March,  1741,  after 
having  fultained  a  liege  of  three  months.  The  Morattoes  placed 
him,  with  his  fon,  and  feveral  principal  officers,  under  the  fbiciefl: 
confinement,  intending  to  be  well  paid  for  the  ranfom  of  their  per- 
fons.  After  fome  time  fpent  in  draining  Tritchinopoly  of  all  they 
could  find  valuable  in  it,  they  appointed  Morari-row,  one  of  their  ge¬ 
nerals,,  viceroy  of  the  kingdom,  and  leaving  14000  of  their  belt  troops 
under  his  command,  returned  to  their  own  country,  where  they  con¬ 
fined  their  prifoners  in  a  ftrong  fort  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Satta- 
rah  their  metropolis. 

The  Morattoes,  by  the  polfelfion  of  Tritchinopoly,  were  now  be¬ 
come  of  enemies,  allies  to  Subder-ally ;  and  the  imprilbnment.  of, 
Chunda-faheb  at  fuch  a  distance  from  the  Carnatic,,  removed- the 
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only  leader  deemed  capable  of  exciting  inteftine  commotions.  But  174U 
the  refentment  of,  Nizam-al-muluck  ft  ill  remained  to  be  appeafed, 
which  could  only  be  done  by  remitting  to  him  thofe  large  arrear  s  of 
revenues' which  the  Nabob  Doaft-ally,  availing  himfelf  of  the  eon- 
vulfions  of  the  empire,  had  withheld.  Subder-ally  therefore  was 
convinced  that  a  ftorm  would  break  upon  him  from  this  quarter  as 
loon  as  Nizam-al-muluck  himfelf  fhould  have  none  to  fear  from 
Delhi :  but  as  this  time  was  not  yet  come,  he  determined  not  to  ex- 
hauft  his  treafures  from  the  apprehenfion  of  dangers,  which,  although 
probable,  were  ftill  uncertain ;  he  amufed  Nizam-al-muluck  with 
humble  excufes,  founded  on  the  poverty  to  which  he  pretended  to 
be  reduced  by  the  incurfion  of  the  Morattoes,  and  even  demeaned 
himfelf  fef  far  as  to  give  out  he  intended  to  go  to  Arabia,  and  there 
ipend  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  acts  of  devotion  at  the  tomb  of 
his  prophet.  • 

The  poverty  to  which  he  pretended,  to  be  reduced  was  as  little  red 
as  the  fpirit  of  devotion  which  he  affefted,  for  the  greateft  part  of 
his  father’s  treafures  had  been  preferved  under  the  care  of  his  mother,, 
when  Ihe  took  refuge  in  Pondicherry.  However,  the  late  calamities 
left  foch  an  hnpreffion  of  terror  upon  his  mind,  that  he  did  not  ven¬ 
ture  to  keep  his  court  in  the  open  and  defencelefs  city  of  Arcot,  but  1742. 
took  up  his  refidence  in  Velore,  which  was  well  fortified,  and  its  ci¬ 
tadel  built  two  hundred  years  ago  by  the  Morattoes,  the  ftrongeft  in 
the  Carnatic  :  with  the  fame  fpirit  of  precaution  he  fent  the  women 
ami  children  of  his  family,  together  with  his  treafures,  to  Madrafs ; 
giving  this  preference  fo  the  Englilh  nation  by  the  advice  of’Meer- 
aljpd,  who  already  fiifpe&ed  the  connexions  which  fubfifted  between 
Chunda-faheb  and  Mr.  Dupleix,  the  governor  of  Pondicherry.  From 
Velore  the  Nabob  made  feveral  vifits  to  his  family  at  Madrafs,  and. 
thefe  journies  were  reported  to  Nizam-al-muluck  as  proofs  of  his  in¬ 
tention  to  proceed  from  thence  by  fea  to  Mecca. 

The  commanders  of  all  the  towns  and  forts  in  the  Carnatic  had 
been  affefled  in  firms  proportioned  to  their  incomes,  which  were  le¬ 
vied  at  dated  periods,  in  order  to  difcharge  the  ranforn  of  the  pro¬ 
vince  due  to  the  Morattoes.  The  government  of  Velore  was  the 
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j-icbeft  fief  fubjeft  to  the  Nabobfliip  of  Arcot,  and  by  the  tfea&res 
which  Mortiz-ally  inherited  from  his  father,  as  alfo  by  a  very  parfi- 
monious  management  of  the  revenues  of  his  government,  he  was  be¬ 
come  the  richeft  man  in  the  province.  Having  married  the  After  of 
Subder-alJy,  and  being  likewife  nearly  related  to  him  by  birth,  he 
thought  that  thefe  titles  of  kindred,  joined  to  the  reception  which 
he  gave  to  the  Nabob  and  his  court,  would  excufe  him  from  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  furnilhing  what  remained  due  of  his  proportion  of  the  ge¬ 
neral  affeffment ;  but  the  Nabob,  who  knew  the  Morattoes  were  not 
to  be  difappointed  with  impunity,  and  who  was  as  unwilling  as  Mor¬ 
tiz-ally  to  difburfe  his  private  treafures  until  the  laft  extremity,  de¬ 
termined  to  obliged  him  to  furnilh  his  contingent  with  the  feme 
punctuality  as  the  other  governors  of  the  province.  Many  of  thefe  ' 
were  attentive  to  the  conduct  of  the  governor  of  Velore,  and  were 
ready  to  withhold  their  proportions  of  the  affeffment  as  foon  as  they 
fhould  find  a  reipeclable  leader  to  fet  the  example,  and  to  fupport , 
them  in  the  confequences  of  refufing  to  obey  the  Nabob’s  orders; 
thev  therefore  confederated  with  Mortiz-ally,  and  reprefented  to  him/ 
that  Nizam-al-muluck,  the  Soubah  of  the  fouthern  provinces,  would 
behold  with  fatisfadlion  even  the  moft  defperate  meafure  which  might 
be  taken  by  the  officers  of  the  Carnatic,  againft  a  prince  who  paicbfo 
little  deference  to  his  authority. 

Mortiz-ally,  born  cruel  and  treacherous,  had  no  reftraints  in  his 
compofition  to  ftop  his  hand  from  the  perpetration  of  any  crime  by 
v’nich  his  avarice,  ambition,  or  revenge  could  be  gratified  he  was 
indeed  by  many  fufpedted  of  being  uncommonly  deficient  in  perfonal 
.courage,  but  this  perfuafiou  feems  to  have  taken  its  rife  from  the  fiif- 
picious  habits  of  his  domeftic  life;  fincc  he  never  moved,  even  in  his 
own  palace,  without  being  furrounded  by  guards,  nor  ever  ventured  to 
tafte  any  thing  that  was  not  brought  to  him  in  a  veffel  to  which  his 
wife  had  affixed  her  feal.  The  Nabob  therefore  held  the  pufillanimous 
character  of  his  brother-in-law  in  the  greateft  contempt,  and  appre¬ 
hended  no  danger  from  a  man  who  lived  in  perpetual  apprehensions 
of  poiion  from  his  own  family  and  domeftics.  Mortiz-ally  ftill  con 
tinued  to  evade  the  payment  of  his  arrears  of  the  affeffment;  and  the 
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o,f  the  Carnatic. 

Nabob,  wearied- by  trifling  excufes,  one  day  in  public  imprudently  1742. 
threatened  to  difpoffefs  him  of  his  government,  if  he  evaded-  any  '•'T't' 
longer  to  comply  with  his  orders.  This  outrage  immediately  flung 
him  into  the  clofeft  connection  with  the  diflatisfied  governors,  who 
now  flattered  his  ambition,,  by  alluring  him  that  they  would  acknow¬ 
ledge  him  Nabob  of  Arcot  as  foon  as  Subder-aliy  fhould  be  removed. 

The  Nabob’s  army  was  encamped  within  the  foburbs  and  under 
the  walls  of  Velore  :  a  body  of  guards  and  a  numerous  retinue  con- 
flantly  attended  him  within  the  fort,  fo  that  he  feemed  in  no  danger 
fro(m  open  violence,  or  fecret  treachery.  But  nothing  of  the  con- 
fpiracy  tranfpired ;  and  he  was  unfortunately  confirmed  in  his  fecu- 
rityby  the  extreme  humility  with  which  Mortiz-ally  carried  himfelf 
after  the  outrage  he  had  received. 

At  the  time  of  that  feftival  to  which  the  Mahomedans  of  Jndof- 
tan  have  the  greateft  devotion,  all  the  Nabob’s  fervants  afked  per- 
-miflion  to  .be  abfent  for  two  or  three  days  to  celebrate  it  in  their  own- 
families.  Contrary  to  the  ufual  cuftom  of  the  courts  of  Indoftan,  ■ 
the  Nabob  differed  all  his  retinue  and  guards,  excepting  four  perfons, 
to  quit  him ;  and  fo  little  was  he  fufpicious  of  the  danger  to  which 
he  expofed  himfelf  by  this  unguarded  indulgence,  that  he 'even  defired 
dome  of  the  officers  and  menial  dervants  of  Mortiz-ally  might  attend 
him  during  the  abfence  of -his  own.  Mortiz-ally  determined  not  to 
lofe  this  opportunity,  which  Was  fuch  as  might  never  offer  again,  to 
ffirike  the  blow  he  had  meditated.  On  the  2d  of  October,  the  day 
.after  the  Nabob’s  retinue  had  left  him,  the  victuals  prepared  for  his 
table  were  poifoned.  The  Nabob  had  fcarcely  fijiifhed  his  meal  be¬ 
fore  he  began  to  be  greatly  dilordered,  and  although  the  flrength  of 
his  conftitution,  with  timely  affiffance,  enabled  him  to  throw  off  the 
mortal  effeCts  of  the  poifbn,  yet  it  left  him  much  enfeebled.  Even 
this  attack  did  not  thoroughly  awaken  his  fiifpicions,  which  thofe 
of  Mortiz-ally’s  family,  who  waited  on  him,  contributed  to  ftifle,  by 
reprefenting  his  indifpofition  to  be  the  accefs  of  a  bilious  di  (order, 
very  common  in  India.  Mortiz-ally  knew  he  had  no  time  to  lofe, 
at)d  pro]X)fed  to  feme  of  his  officers,  in  whom  he  had  the  mod  con¬ 
fidence,  to  go  an;l  put  an  end  to  the  Nabob’s  life.  It  is  laid  that  all 
x  refufed 
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refufed  to  ferve  him  in  this  cruel  commiflion,  excepting  one,  whole 
wife  Subder-ally  had  formerly  debauched  :  this  man,  a  Pitan,  hafing 
engaged  fome  Abyffinian  Haves,  led  them  at  midnight  to  the  Nabob’s 
apartment,  where  the  few  fervants  who  attended  the  Nabob  were 
afleep  round  his  bed.  They  were  immediately  ieized,  and  prevented 
from  making  refiftance.  The  Nabob  himfelf,  inftead  of  taking  up 
his  arms,  attempted  to  make  his  efcape  through  a  window.  The 
leader  of  the  aflaffins  feized  him  before  he  could  pafs  through  it,  and 
upbraiding  him  with  the  injury  of  his  adultery,  and  exulting  in  the 
revenge  he  was  taking,  killed  him  with  feveral  ftabs  of  a  poniard. 

Meer-affud  the  Duan  was  in  the  fort,  and  the  inviolable  attach¬ 
ment  which  this  minifter  was  known  to  bear  to  his  mafter,  fuggefted 
to  Mortiz-ally  the  intention  of  deftroying  fo  dangerous  a  witnefs  of 
the  murder  which  he  had  committed.  The  orders  were  given  to  put 
him  to  death,  when  fome  of  Mortiz-ally’s  officers  reprefented  to  him 
the  neeefiity  of  preferving  the  life  of  a  man,  from  whom  alone  he 
could  obtain  that  knowledge  of  the  affairs  of  the  Carnatic,  which 
would  be  neceffary  for  his  own  conduct,  as  foon  as  he  fhould  be  de¬ 
clared  Nabob.  Thefe  reprefentations  were  dictated  by  reverence  to 
the  charafter  of  Meer-afTud,  whofe  virtues  preferved  him  in  this  in- 
ftant  of  imminent  danger  from  the  deftruftion  to  which  he  had  been 
doomed. 

The  gates  of  the  fort  of  Velore  were  ftriaiy  guarded  during 
this  night  of  terror,  and  thofe  only  who  produced  a  particular 
permiffion  were  luffered  to  pafs  out  the  enfuing  day.  So  that  the 
news  of  Subder-ally  Khan’s  death  was  carried  the  next  morning 
to  the'  army  encamped  near  Velore,  by  emiflaries  employed  by  Mor¬ 
tiz-ally  himfelf,  who  reprefented  it  as  an,  accident  in  which  their 
mafter  had  no  part,  and  imputed  it  to  the  fudden  rel'entment  of  fome 
of  the  principal  officers,  of  whom  the  Nabob  had  treated  feveral 
with  ignominious  language,  and  had  affronted  one  by  a  blow.  But 
fuch  was  the  general  opinion  of  Mortiz-ally’s  character,  that  the 
foldiery  immediately  flew  to  their  arms,  and  cried  out  in  tumult, 
that  their  Nabob  had  been  affaffinated  by  the  governor  of  Velore. 
The  principal  officers  of  the  army  were  abfent  celebrating  the 
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feaft ;  and  the  foldiery  left  to  their  own  conduit,  in  the  fir  ft  impulfe  1 742. 
of  deteftation,  threatened  to  ftorm  the  fort  immediately,  and  to  mafia- 
ere  all  who  were  in  it;  but,  on  recollection  of  its  ftrengtb,  this  refo- 
lotion  fubfided,  and  they  agreed  to  wait  the  return  of  their  officers, 
before  they  thou  Id  proceed  to  extremities.  The  emifiaries  of  Mortiz- 
ally  took  advantage  of  this  fufpenfion  of  their  rage,  and  called  to  their 
recollection  the  great  arrears  of  pay,  which  were  due  to  them  from 
Subder-ally,  who,  although  well  able,  had  conftantly  evaded  to  fatisfy 
their  demands :  whereas  if  the  army,  they  faid,  would  admit  Mortiz- 
ally’s  pretenfions  to  the  Nabobffiip  of  Arcot,  and  declare  in  his  fa¬ 
vour,  he  would  doubtlefs  agree  to  pay  all  that  was  due  to  them. 

The  armies  of  the  Mahomedan  princes  of  Indoftan  are  compofed 
of  a  number  of  diftinit  bodies  of  troops  inlifted  by  different  leaders  ; 
who,  with  their  bands,  enter  into,  and  quit  the  fervice  of  different 
princes,  according  to  the  advantages  which  they  expedt  to  receive. 

Hence  the  degree  of  reliance  which  a  prince  can  have  on  his  army 
is  proportioned  to  the  treafures  of  which  he  is  poffefled,  joined  to 
his  inclination  to  difburfe  them;  and  it  is  common  in  the  wars  of 
Indoftan  to  fee  large  bodies  of  troops  going  over  to  the  enemy  on 
the  very  field  of  battle.  The  army  at  Velore  forgot  its  refentments 
againft  Mortiz-ally  in -proportion  as  the  terms  propofed  by  his  emif- 
faries  appeared  to  be  real.  The  officers,  as  they  arrived  in  the  camp, 
were  immediately  brought  over  to  his  intereft  by  prefents ;  accounts 
were  adjufted,  times  of  payment  were  ftipulated,  and  all,  officers  as 
well  as  foldiers,  agreed  to  acknowledge  Mortiz-ally  Nabob  of  the 
Carnatic,  within  two  days  after  he  had  murdered  Subder-ally*. . .  . 

Mortiz-ally  now  pitched  his  tents  without  the  gates  of  Velore, 
and  caufed^himfelf  to  ba>  proclaimed  Nabob.  In  November  he  made 
his  entry  with  pomp  into  the  city  of  Arcot,  and  was  again  pro¬ 
claimed  there. . 

As  foon  as  the  firft  agitations  which  this  Hidden  and  unexpected 
revolution  had  occafioned  began  to  fubfide,  feveral  of  the  principal, 
officers  in  the  Carnatic  communicated  to  one  another  their  fenti- 
. merits  on  his  acceffion,  and  concurred  in  a  deteftation  of  it :  Thefe 
'  H  applied 
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applied  to  Moran-row,  the  Morattoe  governor  of  Tritchinopoly,  who 
d;d  not  hefitato  to  declare  openly  againft  him.  The  English  at 
Madrafs  were  requefted  to  protect  the  Ion  and  family  of  Subder-ally, 
together  with  their  wealth,  notwjthftanding  any  menaces  which 
they  might  receive  from  Mortiz-ally  ;  who  did  not  fail  to  demand; 
this  prey,  and  had  the  vexation  to  find  it  placed  out  of  his  reaefe 
Several  of  the  principal  officers  of  the  army,  won  by  the  friends  qf 
Subder-ally’s  family,  engaged  to  effect  a  general  revolt.  On  a  fiid? 
den  the  army  demanded  immediate  payment  of  the  whole  of  their 
arrears,  which  at  Velore  they  had  agreed  to  receive  at  diftant  pe~ 
riods,  and  furrounding  the  palace  in  tumult,  accompanied  their  de¬ 
mands  with  threats. 

Mortiz-ally  had  not  courage  to  /land  this  ftorm;  but  immedi¬ 
ately  determined  to  place  himfelf  out  of  the  reach  of  danger.  Wo¬ 
men  of  rank  in  Indoftan  never  appear  in  public;  and  travel  inr 
covered  carriages,  which  are  very  rarely  flopped  or  examined  even 
in  times  of  fufpicion.  He  therefore  difguifed  himfelf  in  a  woman’s 
drefs,  quitted  Arcot  in  the  night,  in  a  covered  Pallankin,  accom¬ 
panied  by  feveral  female  attendants,  and  in  this  equipage  gained  his 
fort  of  Velore  without  interruption. 

As  foon  as  his  flight  was  difeovered,  the  army  proclaimed  Seid 
Mahomed  Khan,  the  fon  of  Subder-allv,  an  infant  who  refided  in 
Madrafs  with  his  mother.  The  government  of  the  province  was 
entrufted  to  a  Duan  choffen  by  the  friends  of  the  family,  and  the 
3  oa«g  Nabob  and  his  mother  were  removed  from  Madrafs  to  Van- 
diwafhj.the  fort  of  Tuckia-faheb,  who  had  married  one  of  the  lifters 
of  Subder-ally.  ’ 

Thefe  revolutions  in  the  Carnatic  happened  at  a  time  when  Ni- 
zam-al-muluck,  having  no  longer  any  thing  to  apprehend  from  the 
politics  of  the  court  of  Delhi,  where  he  had  obtained  for  his  fon 
Ghazi-o’din  Khan  the  port  of  captain  general  of  the  Mogul’s  armies,, 
was  preparing  to  vifit  the  Carnatic.  He  left  Gol-Kondah  in  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1 743,  and  arrived  at  Arcot  in  the  month  of< 
March  following.  His  army  is  laid  to  have  confifted  of  80,000; 
horfe  and  200,000  foot.  Their  numbers,  and  the  reputation  oftheir 
<  leader, 
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'leader,  deterred  all  the  princes  of  the  countries  through  which  they  1743. 
paffed  from  making  any  refiftance  ;  and  they  entered  the  province  of  1 — ^ 
Arcot  with  as  little  oppofition.  When  arrived  at  the  city,  Nizam- 
al-muluck  was  ftruck  with  amazement  at  the  anarchy  which  pre¬ 
vailed  in  every  part  of  the  government.  Every  governor  of  a  fort, 
and  every  commander  of  a  diftrift,  had  affumed  the  title  of  Nabob, 
and  had  given  to  the  officers  of  his  retinue  the  fame  names  as  dif- 
tinguiihed  the  perfons  who  held  the  moil  confiderable  employments 
in  the  court  of  the  Soubah.  One  day,  after  having  received  the 
homage  of  feveral  of  thefe  little  lords,  Nizam-al-muluck  faid,  that 
he  had  that  day  feen  no  lefs  than  eighteen  Nabobs  in  the  Carnatic ; 
whereas  he  had  always  imagined  that  there  was  but  one  in  all  the 
fouthern  provinces.  He  then  turned  to  his  guards,  and  ordered 
them  to  fcourge  the  firft  perfon  who,  for  the  future,  ffiould  in  his 
prefence  affume  the  title  of  Nabob. 

The  young  fon  of  Subder-ally,  accompanied  by  feveral  of  his 
principal  officers,  paid  his  vifit  of  homage  to  the  Soubah,  who  re- 
fufed  him  the  permiffiori  of  returning  to  Vandiwafh,  and  ordered 
fbme  of  his  own  officers  to  take  charge  of  his  perfon,  direfling  them 
to  treat  him  with  lenity  and  refpeft.  He  then  appointed  Coja  Ab¬ 
dulla  Khan,  the  general  of  his  army,  Nabob  of  Arcot,  and  of  all  its 
•dependencies,  and  fent  a  fummons  to  Morari-row  the  governor  of 
Tritchinopoly,  to  furrender  the  city.  Finding  that  the  Morattoe 
perfifted  in  refilling  to  obey  his  orders,  he  marched  with  his  whole 
army,  and  fat  down  before  it :  prefents  and  promifes  fupplied  the 
‘  place  of  hoftilities  in.  reducing  it.  In  the  month  of  Auguft -Moran-  1744. 
row  evacuated  Tritchinopoly,  and  foon  after  quitted  the  Carnatic 
with  all  his  Morattoes. 

Nizam-al-muluck  having  thus  fettled  the  affairs  of  the  province 
without  unffieathing  the  fword,  returned  to  Gol-Kondah.  Coja  Ab¬ 
dullah  continued  to  command  the  army  until  it  arrived  there;  leav¬ 
ing  one  of  his  dependants  to  adminifter  the  government  of  Arcot 
during  his  abieuce.  It  was  not  before  the  month  of  March  in  the 
next  year  that  he  prepared  to  return,  and  after  having  been  diftin- 
guilhed  with  ‘particular  honours  on  the  day  that  he  took  leave  of  the 
H  2  .Soubah, 
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i;44-  Soubah,  was  the  next  morning  found  dead  in  his  bed.  His  body 
bore  marks  of  poifon;  but  as  the  hand  from  which  it  cattle 
could  never  be  difeovered,  it  was  imputed  to  the  perfon  who  received 
the  nioft  advantage  from  it,  by  fucceeding  him  in  the  government 
of  the  Carnatic.  This  was  An’war-odean,  who  was  immediately 
nominated  to  that  employment,  and  arrived  at  Arcot  in  the  month 
of  April. 

The  intfodudlion  of  this  ftranger  into  the  Carnatic  was  the  fource 
of  many  of  the  events  which  it  is  the  intention  of  this  narrative  to 
commemorate  ;  and  there  are  fo  many  and  fuch  injurious  mifrepre- 
fentations  of  his  origin,  and  of  that  part  of  his  life  which  preceded 
his  acceflion  to  the  Nabobfhip,  that  it  is  neceffary  to  invalidate  them 
by  an  impartial  defeription  of  his  hiftory. 

Anawar,  the  father  of  An’war-odean,  diflinguifhed  himfelf  by 
his  great  erudition,  and  by  the  application  of  it  to  explanations  of  the 
original  text  of  the  Koran  :  he  made  the  pilgrimage  of  Mecca,  with¬ 
out  which  proof  of  piety  it  is  difficult,  among  Mahomedans,  to  ac¬ 
quire  the  reputation  of  a  truly  devout  man.  At  his  return  from 
this  voyage  he  was  appointed  by  Aurengzebe,  to  be  one  of  thofe 
religious  officers  who  are  appointed  to  offer  up  daily  prayers  for  the 
health  and  profperity  of  the  fovereign.  In  confequence  of  this  ap¬ 
pointment,  he  received  a  penfion,  and  was  ennobled  by  being 
ranked  as  a  commander  of  250  horfe,  with  the  right  of  taking  the 
title  of  Khan,  which  fignifies  Lord,  or  rather  Chieftain.  This  title 
would  appear  incompatible  with  the  chamfer  of  a  religious  man,  if 
every  title  of  nobility  in  Indoftan  did  not  confifl  in  a  military  com- 
miffion ;  by  which  it  is  fuppofed,  although  rarely,  infilled  on,  that 
the  perfon  who  receives  the  commiffion  fhall  maintain  a  certain 
number  of  horfe  for  the  Emperor’s  fervice.  With  thefe  honours 
and  advantages  Anawar  retired  to  Gopee-mahoo,  and  there  finifhed 
his  days. 

His  fon  An’war-odean  went  to  court  with  recommendations  from 
his  father,  which  procured  him  a  title  of  the  fame  rank  as  had  been 
given  to  his  father :  he  was  afterwards  raifed  to  the  command  of 
500  horfe,  and  was  appointed  governor  of  the  diftridlof  Coora-Geha- 
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nabad.  Ill  fuccefs,  or  perhaps  ill  conduit,  preventing  him  from  1744. 
being  able  to  pay  the  ufual  revenues  of  his  government  to  the  throne, 
he  quitted  it  privately  and  went  to  Amedabad.  Here  Gazi-o’din 
Khan,  the  Soubah  of  ,  the  fouthern  provinces,  gave  him  a  port:  of 
confiderable  truft  and  profit  in  the  city  of  Surat,  whilft  his  friends 
at  Delhi  took  care  to  prevent  further  enquiries  concerning  him,  by 
reporting  him  dead.  After  the  death  of  Gazi-o’din  Khan,  father  of 
Nizam-al-muluck,  An’war-odeah  went  to  pay  his  court  to  Nizam- 
al-muluck,  who  had  fucceedsd  to  the  Soubahfhip  of  the  fouthern 
'  provinces,  and  was  by  him  appointed  Nabob  of  the  Yalore  and  Raja- 
mundrum  countries,  which  he  governed  from  the  year  1725  to  1741. 

When  Nizam-al-muluck  was  preparing  to  vifit  the  Carnatic,  An’ war-, 
odean  attended  his  court,  and  was  left  by  him  in  one  of  the  princi¬ 
pal 'ftations  in  the  city  and  territory  of  Gol-Koudah;  and  a  very 
few  days  after  the  death  of  Coja  Abdulla,  Nizam-al-muluck  ap-  ■ 
pointed  him  to  adminifter  the  government  of  the- Carnatic,  in  which 
choice  he  feems  to  have  been  influenced  by  his  opinion  of  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  placing  a  province,  in  which  he  fufpected  commotions, 
under  the  direction  of  a  brave  and  experienced  foldier ;  fuch  was 
An’war-odean. 

There  is  no  country  in  which  the  titles  of  defcent  are  lefs  in- 
ftrumental  to  the  fortunes  of  men  than  they  are  in  Indoftan  ; .  none 
but  thofe  of  the  royal  blood  are  confidered  as  hereditary  nobility ;  to 
all  others,  the  exclufion  is  fo  abfolute,  that  a  new  aft  from  the  fove- 
reign  is  neceffary  to  ennoble  even  the  fon  of  the  Grand  Vizir  of 
the  empire.  The  field  of  fortune  is  open  to  every  man  who  has 
courage  enough  to  make  ufe  of  his  fword,  or  to  whom  nature  has 
given  fupcrior  talents  of  mind.  Hence  it  happens,  that  half  the 
grandees  of  Indoftan  have  arrived  to  the  higheft  employments  in  the 
empire  from  conditions  not  lets  humble  than  that  of  AuNvar-odean 
Khan;  againft  whofe  acceflion  to  the  Nabobfliip  of  the  Carnatic,  the 
people  had  taken  an  averfion,  from  caufes  independent' of  his  per- 
fonal  character. 

During  the  30  years  which  preceded  the  vifitation  of  Nizam-aT- 
muluck,  the  Carnatic  had  been  governed  by  the  fame  family,  in  a 
.  '  liicceflicii 
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fuccefiion  of  three  Nabobs,  who,  availing  themfelves  of  the  general 
confufion  of  the  empire,  had  acquired  a  greater  liability  in  their  of¬ 
fice  than  is  the  ufurd  lot  of  governors  in  Indoftan.  The  Nabobs  of 
this  family,  confidering  the  iovereignty  as  a  kind  of  inheritance,  had 
not  condu&ed  themfelves  in  their  adminiftration  with  that  fpirit  of 
ravage,  which  is  the  ufual  confequence  of  uncertain  and  tranfitory 
polfeffion.  The  revenues  of  the  Carnatic  depend  upon  the  harvefts 
of  grain,  and  tbcfe  on  the  quantities  of  water,  which  are  referved^o 
fupply  the  defect  of  rain  during  the  dry  feafon  of  the  year:  for  this 
purpofe  vaft  refervoirs  have  been  formed,  of  which  not  only  the  ccm- 
ftrudtion,  but  even  the  repairs  in  cafes  of  inundation  require  an  ex¬ 
pence  much  beyond  the  faculties  of  the  farmer  or  renter  of  the  land. 
If  therefore  the  avarice  of  the  prince  with-holds  his  hand  from  the 
prefervation  of  thefe  fources  of  fertility,  and  at  the  fame  time  dic¬ 
tates  to  him  an  inflexible  refolution  of  receiving  his  ufual  incomes ; 
the  farmer  oppreffed,  oppreffes  the  labourer,  and  the  mifery  of  the 
people  becomes  complete,  by  the  vexations  of  colleftors  exercifed  in 
times  of  fcarcity,  of  which  the  cruel  parfimony  of  the  prince  has  been 
the  principal  caufe. 

It  is  not  therefore  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  province  which  had 
felt  the  good  effects  of  a  mild  and  generous  adminiftration,  from  the 
reigns  of  the  family  of  Sadatulla  Khan,  lhould  behold  with  regret 
the  introdubtion  of  any  ftranger  whomlbever  to  govern  the  Carnatic. 
The  young  Ion  of  Subder-ally  was  the  only  perlbn  whom  the  pro- 
i.ice  wilhed  to  fee  their  ruler. 

In  deference  to  this  affebtion,  and  from  the  danger  of  Ihocking  it 
at  once  too  yiolently,  Nizam-al-muluck  gave  out  that  he  intended 
to  confer  the  Nabobfhip  of  Arcot  on  this  youth,  as  loon  as  he  lhould 
arrive  at  the  age  of  manhood.  At  the  fame  time  he  gave  An’war- 
odean  Khan  all  the  powers  neceflary  for  governing  the  Carnatic  dur¬ 
ing  this  interval,  and  committed  the  young  prince  to  his  care,  with 
the  authority  of  a  guardian.  From  the  palpable  impropriety  of  re- 
pofing  fo  delicate  a  truft  in  the  very  perlbn  to  whom  the  greateft 
advantages  would  accrue  from  an  unfaithful  difcharge  of  it,  Nizam- 
al-muluck  may  be  fufpebted  of  having  diffembled  throughout  this 
.  tranfabtion. 
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Iran  faction.  The  general  joy  with  which  the  youth  was  received, 
on  his  arrival  in  the  province,  eclipfed  all  the  homage  that  was  paid 
to  the  fovereign  power  of  his  guardian  ;  and  it  is  fuppofed  that  the 
provifional  Nabob  did  not  behold  without- jealouly  thefe  demondra- 
tioris  of  the  public  attachment  to  the  foil  of  Subder-ally. 

An’war-odean  however  did  not  difcover  any  iymptoms  of  dis¬ 
content  in  his  treatment  of  the  young  prince :  on  the  contrary,  he 
maintained  him  in  a  fplendor  adequate  to  his  birth,  and  afligned  the 
palace  in  the  fort  of  Arcot  for  his  refidence.  Here  the  young  Seid 
Mahomed  pafied  fome  time  without1  any  other  inquietude,  than  that 
which  he  received  from  the  importunities  of  a  band  of  Pitan  foldiers, 
who  had  been  in  the  fervice  of  his  father,  and  who  pretended  that  a 
long  arrear  of  pay  was  due  to  them. 

The  Pitans,  whole  country  is  in  the  mod;  northern  part  of  the 
Empire,  are  the  braved  of  the  Mahorftedan  foldiery  levied  in  Indof- 
tan.  From  a  confcioufnels  of  this  fuperiority,  together  with  a  re¬ 
liance  on  the  national  conneftion  which  exids  amongd  them  how- 
foever  dilperfed  into  the  fervices  of  different  princes,  they  have 
acquired  an  infolence  and  audacity  of  manners,  which  didinguilhes 
them,  as  much  as  the  hardnefs  of  their  phyfiognomy,  from  even- 
other  race  of  men  in  the'  Empire :  they  treat  even  the  lords  they 
ferve  with  very  little  of  that  refpect  which  chara&erifes  all  the  other 
dependents  of  a  fovereign  in  Indodan.  From  the  known  ferocity 
of  their  temper,  it  is  thought  dangerous  to  inflift.  punilhment  on 
them,  even  when  they  deferve  it ;  as  a  drong  Ipirit  of  revenge  has 
familiariled  them  with,  affaflination,  which  they  feldom  fail  to  em¬ 
ploy  whenever  the  fmallnefs  of  their  numbers  difables  them  from 
taking  vengeance  by  more  open  attacks.  The  Pitans,  who  had 
ferved  Subder-ally  Khan,  continued  to  prefent  themfelves  every  day 
before  his  fon,  demanding  their  arrears  with  clamour  and  info- 

In  the  month  of  June  a  wedding  of  one  of  the  relations  of  Sub¬ 
der-ally  was  celebrated  in  the  fort  of  Arcot.  The  young  prince,  as 
being  the  head  of  the  family,  was  invited  to  prefide  at  the  ceremony. 
The  cuftoma^w  invitations  were  Jikewifc  given  to  all  the  other  rcla- 
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tions,  many  of  whom  were  lords  of  governments  in  the  Cagta- 
tic  ;  among  thefe  was  Mortiz-ally.  The  young  Seid  Mahomed  Was 
taught  to  conceal  the  emotions  he  naturally  felt  at  feeing  the  mur¬ 
derer  of  his  father  named  in  the  lift  of  his  friends  as  a  gueft  invited 
1  j  ol  tion.  Such  are  the  manners  of  a  court  in  Indoftan. 

1  1  t  t  rat  Mortiz-ally  would  not  venture  his  perfon  out  of 

\  lo  e,  during  the  firft  days  of  a  new  adminiftration ;  but, 
m  contradiction  ,  to  this  notion,  he  came  to  Arcot,  and  prefented 
nimieit  before  the  young  prince,  as  one  of  the  guefts  at  the  wedding; 
and  was  treated  with  diftindtion  and  refpedt  by  the  regent  Nabob 
An’war-odean  Khan,  who  was  likewife  invited  to  the  wedding. 

On  the  day  appointed  for  the  folemnization  of  the  marriage, 
twelve  Pitans,  with  the  captain  of  the  band,  prefented  themfejves 
before  the  young  prince,  and  demanded  their  arrears  with  a  more 
determined  fpirit  of  infolence  than  they  had  hitherto  thewn  in  any 
of  their  former  applications.  It  is  reckoned  the  higheft  indignity 
that  can  be  offered  to  a  foldier,  to  order  him  to  retire  by  an  exprel- 
fi'on  of  contempt ;  and  if  any  violence  is  employed  to  remove  him, 
he  generally  refents  it  in  the  inftant  with  blood-lhed.  Thefe  con- 
fiderations  were  not  fufficient  to  reftrain  the  zeal  of  Seid  Mahomed's 
attendants  from  refenting  the  infult  which  was  offered  to  their 
prince  ;  and  finding  that  expoftulations  did  not  prevail,  they  feized 
on  the  Pitans,  and  turned  them  out  of  the  palace  by  force.  The 
Pitans  fufFered  themfelves  to  be  removed  with  much  lefs  refiftance 
vhaii  it  was  expedited  they  would  have  made  againft  a  treatment  fb 
repugnant  to  the  ideas  which  thefe  haughty  foldiers  entertain  of 
their  own  importance.  The  fame  day  they  advanced  again  into  the 
prefence  of  Seid  Mahomed,  and  apologized  for  their  difrefpeaful 
behaviour:  their  fubmiffions  fupprefled  all  fufpicions  of  their  conduft 
during  the  remaining  part  of  the  day. 

In  the  evening  Seid  Mahomed,  with  Mortiz-ally  and  moft  of  the 
other  guefts,  were  afiembled,  and  as  foon  as  the  young  prince  was  in¬ 
formed  'that  An’war-odean  was  approaching,  he  arofe  from  his  feat, 
and  pafled  into  the  veftibule  of  the  hall,  intending  to  pay  his  guardian 
the  compliment  of  receiving  him  at  the  bottom  of  \he  fteps,  which 
■  led 


Book  I. 


History 


of  the  Carnatic.  57 

led  into  the  palace.  He  was  attended  by  all  the  other  guefls,  and  1744. 
many  of  his  own  officers  and  guards.  The  thirteen  Pitans,  who  ' 

had  made  their  fubmiffion  in  the  morning,  appeared  the  foremoft  of 
the  /pedlators  in  the  court  below,  and  diftinguifhed  themfelves  by  the 
affeftation  of  great- reverence  in  their  manner  of  fainting  Seid  Maho¬ 
med 'Khan,  as  foon  as  he  appeared  in  the  veftibule.  After  thefe 
compliments,  their  captain,  with  the  appearance  of  a  man  fenfible 
that  he  had  offended  his  lord,  and  intended  to  fubmit  himfelf  at  his 
feet,  alcended  the  flops,  and  was  permitted  to  approach  within  the 
reach  of  his  perfon ;  when  the  affaffin  drew  a  dagger,  and  at  the 
firfl  blow  flabbed  him  to  the  heart. 

A  thoufand  fvvords  and  poignards  were  drawn  in  an  inflant :  the 
murderer  was  cut  to  pieces  on.  the  very  fpot ;  and  ten  of  his-  accom- 
.  plices  fuffered  the  feme  fate  from  the  fury  of  the  multitude  below. 

During  this  fcene  of  bloodfhed,  An’war-odean  Khan  arrived,  and 
endeavoured  to  calm  the  .general  trepidation,  by  giving  fuch  orders 
as  were  neceffary  for  the  difcovery  of  the  confpirators ;  for  the  mul-  . 
titude  had  already  perfuaded  themfelves-  that  the  Pitans  had  been 
employed  by  fome  fuperior  power. 

All  who.  beheld  the  young  prince  deprived  of  life  by  this  affaffina- 
tion,  were  inftantlv  ftruck  with  the  remembrance  of  the  murder  of 
his  father  committed  in  Velore ;  murmurs  from  many  had  already  de¬ 
clared  the  fuipicions  that  were  entertained  of  Mortiz-ally,  when  it 
was  reported,  that,  during- the  general  confufion,  he  had  gained  the 
gates  of  the  fort,  where  a  large  body  of  cavalry  and  other  troops,  which 
compofed  his  retinue,  were  waiting,  for  him ;  and  that,  iurroundpd  by 
thefe  guards,  he  was  already-  on  his  way  to  Velore.  The  precipi¬ 
tation  of  this  flight,  which  appeared  as  much  the  confequence  of  previ¬ 
ous  difpofitions  as  the  effect  of  fudden  fear,  left  no  doubt  that  he  was 
the  author  of  the  affaffination.  Nothing;  was  now'  heard  but  curies 
and  imprecations  on  his  head,  for  the  murder  of  the  innocent  and 
much-loved  Seid  Mahomed  Khan,  and  for  the  murder  of  the  father 
of  this  unfortunate  prince.  The  people  few  themfelves  obliged 
to  confine  thejr  indignation  to  thefe  expreffions  of  it  ;  for  the 
ffrength  of  Mortiz-aUy’s  elcort  required  a  larger  body  of  cavalry 
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to  be  fent  in  purfuit  of  it,  than  could  be  affembled  within  the  time 
neccffary  to  overtake  him,  Velore  being  no  more  than  twelve  miles 
diftant  from  Arcot. 

The  multitude  now  received  orders  from  An’war-odean  to  retire 
to  their  homes  ;  and,  as  men  (truck  with  difmay  at  a  common  cala¬ 
mity,  affembled  in  fecret  companies,  to  communicate  their  thoughts 
on  the  murder  of  which  they  had  been  fpe&ators. 

An’war-odean,  either  actuated  by  the  fame  fpirit  of  indignation  as 
the  people,  dr  affecting  the  appearance  of  it,  not  only  removed  the 
Pitans  in  his  fervice  from  their  employments,  but  alfo  gave  orders 
that  all  of  that  nation  (hould  immediately  quit  the  city ;  and,  as  a 
ffrongcr  proof  of  his  refentment,  cauled  their  houfes  to  be  razed  to 
the  ground,  a  mark  of  infamy  rarely  pradlifed,  excepting  the  perfons, 
whom  it  is  intended  to  ftigmatize,  have  deferved  capital  punilhment. 
But  thefe  expreffions  of  indignation  did  not  exempt  him  from  im¬ 
putations.  Many  perfons  of  rank  and  power  in  the  province  afferted 
that  they  had  difeovered  fecrets,  which  convinced  them  that  the 
affaflination  was  the  refult  of  a  confederacy  between  him  and 
Mortiz-ally. 

They  faid,  that  the  refpecl  and  attachment  which  were  (hewn  by 
all  ranks  of  people  to  Seid  Mahomed,  joined  to  the  great  influence 
which  his  relations  bore  in  the  Carnatic,  by  poffefling  the  bed  forts 
and  governments  in  the  province,  had  filled  the  mind  of  An’war- 
odean  Khan  with  apprehenfions  of  confpiracies  and  revolts  which 
might  at  one  time  or  other  remove  him,  in  order  to  place  Seid  Ma- 
horrted  in  “the  fovereignty :  that,  a&uated  by  thefe  (ulpicions,  he 
regarded  the  deffruftion  of  Seid  Mahomed  as  neceffary  to  his  own 
lecurity,  and  was  only  with-held  from  executing  it  by  the  dread  of 
Nizam-  al-muluch’s  refentment ;  which  fuggefted  to  him  the  fcheme 
of  praftifmg  on  Mortiz-ally,  by  fuch  infinuations  and  offers,  as  might 
induce  him  to  undertake  the  deftru&ion  of  Seid  Mahomed ;  but  in 
filch  a  manner,  that,  if  a  difeovery  (hould  be  made,  the  murder  might 
be  imputed  to  Mortiz-ally  alone ;  who  being  perfuaded  of  the  pro¬ 
bability  of  a  revolution  in  favour  of  Seid  Mahomed,  and  dreading 
the  revenge  of  this  prince  for  the  murder  of  his  father,  hired  the 
,  ?  effaffins, 
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aflafiins,  having  previoufly allured  himfelf  of  protection  from  An’war- 
odean  Khan,  and  even  of  rewards  by  an  encreafe  of  the  Domain  of 

Velore. 

The  fecrets  of  the  princes  of  Indoftan  are  very  difficult  to  be  dis¬ 
covered.  In  affairs  of  confequence  nothing,  except  in  the  moft  equi¬ 
vocal  terms,  is  ever  given  by  them  in  writing ;  and  whenever  the  mat¬ 
ter  is  of  great  importance  or  iniquity,  it  is  trailed  to  a  meffenger,  a 
man  of  low  rank  and  great  cunning,  who  bears  a  letter  of  recommen¬ 
dation,  teftifying  that  he  is  to  be  trailed  in  all  he  fays.  So  indefinite 
a  commiffion  referves  to  the  lord  who  gives  it,  the  refource  of  dis¬ 
avowing  the  tran'faCtion  of  his, agent ;  and  this  he  never  fails  to  do, 
whenever  the  iniquity  is  difeovered.  Hence  the  public  in  Indoftan, 
deprived  of  ' authentic  evidence,  are  left  to  judge  of  the  aftions  of 
their  rulers  either  from  probable  coujeCtures,  or  from  the  general 
idea  of  then:  characters.  The  conftitution  and  defeats  of  the  go¬ 
vernment  have  rendered  poifons  and  affaffinations,  in  the  practice  of 
the  great,  the  common  method  of  removing  thofe  who  {land  in 
oppofition  to  the  ambition  of  others ;  infomuch  that  a  hiftory  of  one 
century  in  Indoftan,  would  furnifh  more  examples  of  this  nature  than 
can  be  found  in  the  hiftory  of  onehalf  of  the  kingdoms  of  Europefince 
the  time  of  Charlemagne.  From  the  frequency  of  thefe  enormous 
practices,  even  the  deaths  which  happen  in  the  common  courfe  of 
nature,  are  imputed  to  thofe  who  receive  immediate  advantage/from 
them.  Such  were  the  principles  on  which-  the  people  of  the  Car¬ 
natic  judged  and  condemned  An’war-odean  Khan  for  the  murder  of 
Seid  Mahomed  ;  although  no  pofitive  proofs  were  brought  of  his 
having  been  acceffory  to  it.  The  moft  probable  argument  againft 
him  was  founded  on  the  early  appearance  of  Mortiz-ally  at  Arcot 
in  the  days  of  a  new  adminiftration.  This  was  thought  incom¬ 
patible  with  the  warinefs  of  his  character,  without  fuppofing  a  con¬ 
nection  which  affured  him  qf  protection  from  An’war-odean. 

An’war-odean  ftrongly  denied  all  connections  with  Mortiz-ally,  and 
challenged  any  proof  to  be  brought  that  either  he  himfelf,  or  any  of 
his  dependei|ts,  had  ever  had  any  correlpondence  with  the  Pitans 
I  a  who 
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1744-  who  committed  the  murder;  which  he  attributed  folely  to  Mdrtiz- 
"~''J  aHy>  allcdging  as  a  proof,  that  the  Pitans  had  often  been  at  Vdtare, 
and  were  known  to  have  received  many  marks  of  favour  from  him. 
On  the  other  hand  Mortiz-ally  retorted  the  acculation,  but  brought 
no  tedimonies  to  fupport  his  aflertion  :  It  was  fuppofed  that  the  only 
proofs  which  he  could  have  brought  againft  An’war-odean,  would  at 
the  fame  time  have  condemned  himfelf. 

Although  An’war-odean  was  not  able  to  exculpate  himfelf  in  the 
opinion  of  his  fubje&s,  he  found  means  to  convince  his  fuperior,  Ni- 
zam-al-muluck,  that  he  was  entirely  innocent  of  the  blood  of  Seid 
Mahomed.  •  Nizam-al-muluck,  who  never  did  any  thing  by  halves, 
thought  it  neceffary  to  give  him  fupport,  in  proportion  as  he  became 
odious  to  the  Carnatic,  and  lent  him  a  full  and  regular  commiffion 
for  the  Nabobfhip  of  Arcot  foon  after  the  death  of  Seid  Mahomed. 
The  province,  irritated  by  their  averfion  to  a  lord,  whofe  fbvereignty 
dedroyed  their  hopes  of  being  ruled  by  one  of  the  family  they  lb 
much  loved,  complained  loudly  of  the  avarice  and  parfimony  of  his 
government,  andcontraded  it,  much  to  his  difadvantage,  with  that 
of  their  former  Nabobs. 

War  was  now  declared  between  Great  Britain  and  France,  in  con- 
fequence  of  which  a  fquadron  of  Englifh  men  of  war  appeared  in  the 
Indian  feas.  It  confided  of  two  60  gun  (hips,  one  of  50,  and  a  frigate 
of  20  o-uns :  thefe  fhips  did  not  come  immediately  to  the  Englifh 
fettlements  in  Indoftan,  but  palling  beyond  them,  cruifed  in  two  divi- 
fions  in  the  ftraits  of  Sunda  and  Malacca.  They  took  in  thefe  ftations 
■Tree  French  fhips  returning  from  China  to  Europe,  and  one  return¬ 
ing  from  Manilha  to  Pondicherry  ;  the  cargoes  of  which  produced  , 
•180,000/.  fterling.  They  alfo  took  a  French  fhip  at  Atchin,  which 
was  converted  into  an  Englifh  man  of  war  of  40  guns,  and  called  the 
•Medway’s  Prize.  After  rendezvoufing  at  Batavia,  the  fquadron 
united  appeared  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel  in  the  month  of  July 
745,  *745,  at  which  time  the  garrifon  of  Pondichefry  confided  of  no 

more  than  436  Europeans,  its  fortifications  were  not  completed, 
and  no  French  fquadron  had  hitherto  appeared  in  India. 

•  ■  * 
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The  appearance  of  the  Englilh  fquadron,  and  the  report  of  the  1745. 
reinforcements  which  they  expefted  from  England,  alarmed  Mr.  Du-  ' — > — ’ 
pleix  for  the  fafety  of  Pondicherry.  He  prevailed  on  the  Nabob 
An’war-odean  to  infill  with  the  government  of  Madrafs,  that  the 
Englilh -Ihips  of  war  Ihould  not  commit  any  hollilities  by  land  againfl. 
the  French  poflellions  in  the  territories  of  Arcot ;  but  the  Nabob  at 
the  , fame  time  affined  the  Englilh,  that  he  would  oblige  the  French 
to  obferve  the  fame  law  of  neutrality,  if  their  force  Ihould  hereafter 
become  fuperior  to  that  of  the  Englilh.  The  government  of  Ma¬ 
drafs  remonllrated,  that  they  were,  always  ready  to  obey  his  com¬ 
mands  as  far  as  their  power  extended  ;  but  that  Mr.  Barnet,  the  com¬ 
mander  of  the  Englilh;  fqtfadron,  was  the  immediate  officer  of  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  by  whole  orders  and  commiffion  he  afled, 
independent  of  the  Eaft  India  company’s  agents  at  Madrafs.  The 
,  Nabob  replied,  that  all  officers .  of  the  Englilh  nation  who  came  to 
the  coall  of  Coromandel  were  equally  obliged  to  refpeft  his  govern¬ 
ment  iiv  the  Carnatic  ;  and  that  if  Mr.  Barnet,  with  his  fquadron, 

Ihould  venture- to  a£l,  contrary  to  the  ordersTe-  had  now  given,  the 
town  of  Madrals  Ihould  atone  for  their  dilobedience. 

Th.efe  threats  made  fo  much  impreffion  upon  the  government  of 
Madrafs,  that  they  requelled  and  prevailed. on  Commodore  Barnet  to 
confine, his  operations  to  the  fea.  He  therefore  feht  one  of  the  50  gun 
Ihips  to  cruife  in  the,’ road  of  Bal afore,  at  the  entrance  of  the.  river 
Ganges,  where  Ihe  took  two  or  three  French  Ihips  returning  from 
different  parts  of  India  to  the  French  lettlements  in  Bengal.  The 
reft  of  the  fquadron  left  the  coall  of  Coromandel  to  avoid  the  ap¬ 
proaching  ftormv  feafon,  and  went  to  Mergui,  a  port  fituated  on  the 
coall  which  lies  oppolite  to  that  of  Coromandel  in  the  Gulph  of 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1746  the  fquadron  returned  to  the  1 746. 
coall  of  Coromandel,  and  were  reinforced  by  two  50  gun  Ihips,  and 
a  frigate  of  20  guns,  from  England  :  but  at  this  time  the  60  gun 
finip,  in  which  Mr.  Barnet  hoilted  his  flag,  was  found  unfit  lor  action. 
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17+6.  '  There  was  now  certain  intelligence  that  a  French  fquadron  was 
preparing  to  come  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  when  that  of  die 
Englifh  was  deprived  of  one  of  its  principal  advantages,  by  lofing 
Commodore  Barnet,  who  died  at  Fort  St.  David’s  in  April.  His 
death,  happening  at  a  time  when  the  Englifh  affairs  in  India  were 
threatened  with  danger,  was  generally  regretted  as  a  public  lofe,  and 
indeed  he  was  a  man  of  great  abilities  in  fea  affairs. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  25th  of  June,  the  Englifh  fquadron 
cruifmg  to  the  fouthward  of  Fort  St.  David,  near  Negapatnam,  de- 
feried  that  of  the  French  arriving  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel.  .It 
confifted  of  nine  fhips,  which  were  commanded  by  Mr.  De  laBour- 
donnais,  who  had  equipped  them  at  thenfle  of  Mauritius,  and  after¬ 
wards,  when  fcattered  by  a  hurricane,  had  refitted  them  in  the  ifland 
of  Madagafcar,  overcoming  the  greateft  difficulties  with  fuch  inde¬ 
fatigable  perfeverance  and  activity,  as  intitles  him  to  a  reputation 
equal  to  that  of  the  ableft  marine  officer  his  country  has  produced. 
Of  thefe  fhips  one  mounted  26  guns,  two' 28,  one  30,  three  34,  one 
36,  and  that  on  board  of  which  Mr.  De  la  Bourdonnais  hoifted  his 
flag  mounted  70  guns,  of  which  60  were  18  pounders.  There  were 
but  1 4  other  guns  of  this  fize  in  the  whole  fquadron,  the  reft  being 
1 2  and  8  pounders.  All  but  the  70  gun  fhip  were  bored  to  mount 
more  guns  than  the  number  with  which  Mr.  De  la  Bourdonnais  had 
been  able  to  equip  them  ;  and  five  of  them  for  50  guns.  On  board 
of  the  fhips  were  3300  men,  of  which  700  were  either  CafFres  or 
Lafcars :  3  or  400  of  the  whole  number  were  rendered  unfit  for  fer¬ 
ries  by  ficknefs. 

The  Englifh  fquadron  confifted  of  one  60  gun  fhip,  three  of  50, 
one  of  40,  and  one  frigate  of  20  guns,  which  was.  too  fmall  to  be 
brought  into  the  action.  The  number  of  men  did  not  amount  to  one 
half  of  that  in  the  French  fquadron  :  but  the  Englifh  had  greatly  the 
advantage  in  the  weight  of  their  cannon,  by  which  the  fortune  of 
'  engagements  at  fea  is  at  prefent  generally  decided ;  and  they  like- 
wife  failed  better  than  the  French,  and  were  worked  with  much 
greater  fkill.  V 

Mr.  De  la  Bourdonnais,  knowing  the  advantages  and  difadvantages 
of  his  force,  had  determined  to  decide  the  impending  ugagement  by 
*  ■  ,  boarding 
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boarding  the  Englifh  (hips,  if  it  were  poffible  to  bring  his  own  into 
the  fituations  neceffary  to  accomplifh  this  defign.  Mr.  Peyton,  who 
Ctjpnmanded  the  Enghfli  fquadron,  perceiving  this  intention,  de¬ 
termined  to  engage'  with  his  fquadron  nearer  to  the  wind  than  that 
of  the  enemy,  fmce  in  this  fituation  their  efforts  to  board  would 
be  eafily  avoided  ;  and  agreat  part  of  the  day  was  employed  in  pre- 
ferving  this  advantage.  It  was  not  until  4  in  the  afternoon  that 
the  fight  began  :  it  was  maintained  at  fuch  a  diftance  that  the  fire 
of  the  fmall  arms  from  the  French  Ihips,  notwithftanding  the  great 
numbers  and  expertnefs  of  their  mufketeers,  did  very  little  execu¬ 
tion  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  cannon  of  the  Englifh,  from  the 
fame  caufe,  ,did  much  lefs  than  might  have,  been  expected  from 
them  in  a  clofer  engagement.  The  fight  finifhed  with  the  entrance 
of  the  night;  abqut  35  men  were  killed  in  the  Englifh  fquadron, 
and  the  greateft  part  of  thefe  on  board  the  Medway’s  Prize.  We 
are  not  exaflly  informed  of  the  lofs  fuftained  bv  the  French  ;  but 
it  was  believed  that  the  killed  and  wounded  together  did  not  amount 
to  lefs  than  300.  One  of  their  fhips,  which  mounted  30  guns,  was 
in  lefs  than  half  an  hour  difmafted,  and  fo  much  fhattered,  that  im¬ 
mediately  after  the  aftion,  Mr.  De  la  Bourdonnais  ordered  her  to 
proceed  to  Bengal  to  be  refitted  in  the  Ganges. 

The  next  morning  Mr.  Peyton  called  a  council  of  war,  when,  on  a 
review  of  the  condition  of  the  fquadron,  it  was  not  thought  prudent, 
eipecially  as  the  60  gun  fhip  was  extreamly  leaky,  to  venture  a  fecond 
engagement,  before  the  damages  it  had  fuftained  were  repaired.  In 
confequence  of  this  refolution,  the  Ihips  made  fail  for  the  harbour  of 
Trincanomalee  in  the  ifland  of  Ceylon,  and  in  the  evening  loft  fight 
of  the  French  fquadron, -which  had  lain  to  the  whole  day,  as  if  chal¬ 
lenging  the  Englifh,  who  were  to  windward,  to  bear  down  and  re¬ 
new  the  fight.  This  appearance  of  refolution  in  Mr.  De  la  Bour¬ 
donnais  was  no  more  than  a  feint,  pra&ifed  to  deter  the  Englifh  from 
doing  what  he  mod  dreaded  ;  for  moft  of  his  fhips  had  expended  the 
greateft  part, of  their  ammunition,  and  feveral  of  them  had  not 
victuals  on  tpard  for  twenty-four  hours. 

In  the  nidnt  of  the  enfuing  day  the  French  fquadron,  now  confiding 
of  fight  fh.ps,  arrived  in  the  road  of  Pondicherry ;  where  Mr.  Du- 
5  pleix 


j  7 4-6.  plcix  commanded,  for  the  French  Eaft  India  company,  all  fhe 
— '  cflablifhmcnts  of  his  nation  in  India,  the  iflandsof  Mauritius  a£s4 
Bourbon  excepted.  Thcfc  were  under  the  government  of  Mr.  De 
la  Bourdonnais,  to  whom  all  the  operations  of  the  fquadron  were  in- 
trufted,  independent  of  the  controul  of  Mr.  Dupleix.  . 

The  reputation  and  riches  which  it  was  probable  Mr.  De  la  Bour¬ 
donnais  would  gain  in  the  command  of  his  armament,  created  jealoufy 
in  the  mind  of  Mr.  Dupleix.  Diffenfions  arole  between  the  two 
commanders  :  but  the  zeal  of  Mr.  De  la  Bourdonnais  did  not  fuffer 
the  interefts  of  his  nation  to  be  facriflced  to  them.  Judging  that  the 
force  which  he  commanded  could  not  be  employed  by  land  with  any 
probability  of  fuccefs,  until  the  Englifh  fquadron  fhould  be  either 
mined  or  forced  to  quit  the  coaft  of  Coromandel ;  he  determined  to 
go  in  queft  of  them  as  foon  as  his  own  (hips  were  refitted  and  pro¬ 
vided  with  30  or  40  pieces  more  of  heavy  cannon  than  they  mounted 
on  leaving  the  ifland  of  Mauritius. 

On  the  24th  of  July  the  French  fquadron  failed  from  Pondicherry, 
working  to  the  fouthward  againfl:  the  fouthern  monlbon,  and  011 
the  6th  of  Auguft  difeovered  the  Englifh,  which  had  been  refitted 
at  Trincanomalee.  The  Englifh  perceiving  the  addition  of  cannon 
with  which  the  enemy  had  been  fupplied  at  Pondicherry,  avoided  an 
engagement.  The  two  fquadrons  Were  three  days  in  light  of  each 
other,  after  which,  according  to  Mr.  De  la  Bourdonnais’s  account, 
the  Engli fli  (Flips,  availing  themfelves  of  the  advantage  of  failing  bet¬ 
ter  than  the  French,  difappeared. 

Mr.  De  la  Bourdonnais  returned  with  his  (hips  to  Pondicherry, 
imagining  that  the  Englifh  fquadron  would  remain  on  the  coaft  of 
Coromandel,  at  leaft-with  the  hope  of  deterring  him  from  attempt¬ 
ing  any  operations  againfl:  the  Englifh  fettlements.  But  encouraged 
by  their  fhynefs  at  the  laft  meeting,  he  now  determined  to  lay  fiege 
to  Madrais.  .. 

The  Englifh,  informed  of  the  preparations  which  were  making 
at  Pondicherry  to  attack  them,  called  on  the  Nabob  to  fulfil 
his  promiie  of  reftraining  the  French  from  committing  hoftilities 
againfl:  them  by  land.  But  they  omitted  to  employ  thevnoft  certain 
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means  of  obtaining  his  protection,  by  neglefting  to  accompany  their 
application  for  his  affiftance  with  a  prefent  of  money.  This  ill- 
judged  parlimony  left  the  Nabob  fo  lukewarm  in  their  interefls,  that 
although  he  did  not  give  Mr.  Dupleix  a  pofitive  permiflion,  he  re¬ 
frained  from  making  any  preparations,  or  even  from  uf,ng  menaces 
to  prevent  the  French  from  attacking  Madrafs. 

This  fettlement  had  been  about  ioo  years  the  principal  eftablifh- 
ment  of  the  Englifli  nation  on  the  coafl  of  Coromandel.  It  was 
in  a  territory  granted-by  the  Great  Mogul  to  the  Eaft  India  com¬ 
pany,  which  extended  about  five  miles  along  the  fea  fhore,  and  about 
one  mile  in  land.  The  town' confided  of  three  divifions  ;  that  to  the 
fbuth  extended  about  400  yards  in  length  from  north  to  louth,  and 
■about  100  yards  in  breadth:  none  but  the  Englifli,  or  other  Euro¬ 
peans  under  their  protection,  refided  in  this  divifion,  which  con¬ 
tained  about  50  good  houfes,  an  Englifh  and  a  Roman  Catholic 
church,  together  with  the  refidence  of  the  factory,  and  other  build¬ 
ings  belonging  to  the  company  :  it  was  furrounded  with  a  fleuder 
wall,  defended  with  four  baftibyis  and  as  many  batteries,  but  thefe 
were  very  flight  and  defeftive  in  their  conftrudion,  nor  had  they 
any  outworks  to  defend  them :  this  quarter  has  long  been  known 
in  Europe  by  the  name  of  Fort  St.  George,  and  was  iii  India' called 
for  diflindfion  the  White  Town.’  On  the  north  of  this,  and  con¬ 
tiguous,  was  another  divifion,  much  larger  and  worfe  fortified,  in 
which  iv ere  many  very  good  habitations  belonging  to  the  Armenian 
and  to  the  richeft  of  the  Indian  merchants,  who  refided  in  the  com¬ 
pany’s  territory  :  this  quarter  was  called  the  Black  Town.  Beyond 
this  divifion,  and  to  the  north  of  it,  was  a  fuburb,  where  the  Indian 
natives  of  all  ranks  had  their  habitations  promifeuouily.  Befides 
thefe  three  divifions,  which  eompofed  the  town  of  Madrais,  there 
were  two  large  and  populous  villages  about  a  mile  to  the  fouthward 
of  jt,  within  the  company’s  territory,  and  thefe  were  likewife  inha¬ 
bited  by  Indian  natives. 

Ilie  trade  from  England  to  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  together 
with  that  which  is  carried  on- by  merchants  of  various  nations  from 
one  part  of  Ij/dia  to  another,  had  railed  Madrais  to  a  degree  of  opu¬ 
lence  and  rey/itation,  which  rendered  it  inferior  to  uone  of  the  Eu- 
1  ■  K  ropcan 


ropcan  cftabliffiments  in  India,  excepting  Goa  ami  Batavia.  There 
tv  ere  250,000  inhabitants  in  the  company’s  territory,  of  which  the 
greateft  part  were  natives  of  India  of  various  carts  and  religions : 
arnongft  tbefe  were  three  or  four  thoufand  of  thofe  Indian  chriftians 
who  call  themfe-lves  Portuguefe,  and  pretend  to  be  defeended  from 
that  nation.  The  Englifh  in  the  colony  did  not  exceed  the  number 
of  300  men  :  and  200  of  tilde  were  the  loldiers  of  the  garrifon  ;  but 
none  of  them  excepting  two  or  three  of  their  officers,  had  ever  fieen 
any  other  fervice  than  that  of  the  parade  :  the  reft  of  the  Englith 
inhabitants,  folely  employed  in  the  occupations  of  commerce,  were 
ftill  more  unfit  for  military  fervices.  At  the  fame  time  the  defence 
of  the  place  depended  on  this  fmall  number  of  Englith  fubjedls  ;  for 
it  was  known  that  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants,  regarding  themfelves 
as  neutrals,  would  take  flight  on  the  firft  approach  of  danger.  • 

On  the  1 8th  of  Auguft  the  French  fquadron  appeared  and  can¬ 
nonaded  the  town,  but  without  doing  any  damage.  They  attempted 
to  take  a  ftiip  belonging  to  the  Englifti  company  out  of  the  road  ; 
but  fhe  moved  into  ftioal-water,  fo  near  the  batteries  of  the  fort, 
that  the  French  did  not  venture  to  attack  her  with  arm’d  boats ; 
and  it  was  evident,  from  the  unlkilfulnefs  of  their  operations  during 
this  cruife,  that  Mr.  De  la  Bourdonnais  did  not  command  them  in 
perfon  :  he  was  at  this  time  in  Pondicherry,  confined  to  his  bed  by 
ficknefs. 

The  protection  of  the  Englifti  fettlements  on  the  coaft  of  Coro¬ 
mandel  was  the  principal  object  for  which  the  fquadron  had  been  fent 
into  Indian  and  their  appearance  before  Madrafs  was  at  this  time 
thought  fo  neceffary  to  its  defence,  that  the  inhabitants  were  in 
hourly  expectation  of  feeing  them,  although  they  had  received  no  in¬ 
telligence  of  them  fince  they  were  laft  leen,  fix  weeks  before,  by  Mr. 
De  la  Bourdonnais.  The  confternation  of  the  town  was  therefore 
little  lefs  than  defpair,  when  it  was  reported  that  they  had  appeared 
on  the  23d  of  Auguft  30  miles  to  the  northward  of  Madrafs,  in  fight 
of  the  Dutch  fettlement  of  Palliacatte,  from  whence,  they  had  again 
put  out  to  fea,  and  difappeared.  They  proceeded  to  Bengal ;  for  the 
60  gun  fhip  was  fo  leakv.  that  it  was  feared  the  fliocla  of  firing  her 
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own  cannon  would  fink  her,  if  fhe  fhould  be  brought  into  an  engage- 

On  the  3d  of  September  the'French  fquadron  anchored  four  leagues 
to  the  louth  of  Madrafs,  having  on  board  the  troops, -artillery  and 
ftores  intended  for  the  fiege.  Here  a  part  of  the  troops  was  landed, 
and  marching  along  the.coaft  advanced  the  next  day  within  cannon 
fhot  of  the  town,  where  the  reft  of  the  foldiers  were  landed.  The 
whole  confifted  of  nco  Europeans,  400  Caffres,  and  400  Indian 
natives  difciplined  in  the  European  manner.  There  remained  on 
board  of  the  fquadron  1 800  European  mariners. 

Mr.  De  la  Bqurdonnais  directed  his  attack  againft  the  White 
Town,  in  which  the  Englifh  redded  :  the  northern  dde  of  this  di- 
vifion  could  not  be  attacked  by  cannon,  as  the  houfes  of  the  next 
dividon  almoft  touched  the  wall,  which  feparated  them  from  each 
other  :  .the  eaftern  dde  could  only  be  battered  from  the  fea  ;  but  the 
fouth  and  weft  lay  open  to  the  plain.  On  the  7th  of  September  the 
French  began  to  bombard  the  town,  from  a  battery  of  nine  mortars,- 
which  they  erefted  -to  the  weftward,  under  the '  ftielter  of  a  large 
houfe,  within  500  yards  of  the  walls.  In  the  evening  three  of  their 
largeft  fhips  drew  as  near  as  the  depth  of  water  would  permit,  and 
cannonaded  the  town.  In  the  night  Mr.  De  la  Bourdonnais  was 
flung  into  great  perplexity,  by  intelligence  that  fome  large  fhips  were 
feen  to  the  fouthward  of  Pondicherry ;  which  indeed  was  contra- 
difled  in  the  morning :  but  the  drft  report  cabled  fo  much  alarm  in 
the  French  camp,  that  they,  were  preparing  to  rcfhip  their  heavy 
cannon. 

On  the  8th  of  September  the  French  had  dnithed  a  battery  of 
five  mortars  to  the  fouth,  and  bombarded  tlie  town  without  inter- 
mifdou  until  the  next  morning,  when  two  Englifh  deputies  went  to 
their  camp,  to. treat  with  Mr.  De  la  Bourdonnais,  who  infilled  that 
the  town  fhould  be  delivered  up  to  him  on  his  own  terms:  and 
tbreatned,  in  cafe  of  refufal,  to  make  a  general  afiliulr.  This  re- 
folution  arofe  from  his  apprehenfion  of  the  return  of  the  Englifh 
fquadron.  At  foon  as  the  deputies  returned,  the  bombardment 
recommenced /and  continued  until  the  evening,  when  it  was  iiif- 
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pended  for  two  hours,  during  the.  conference  of  another  deputy  lent 
irom  the  town  ;  after  which  it  continued  during  the  reft  of  the 
night. 

The  next  morning,  the  loth  of  September,  the  deputies  returned 
to  the  French  camp,  and,  after  tome  altercations,  contented  to  the  ar¬ 
ticles  of  capitulation,  which  had  been  dictated  to  them  in  the firflr con¬ 
ference.  It  was  agreed  that  the  Englilh  lhould  furrender  them- 
felves  prifoners  of  war  :  that  the  town  fhould  be  immediately  de¬ 
livered  up;  but  that  it  fhould  be  afterwards  ratifomed.  Mr:-De  la 
Bourdonnais  gave  his  prolnife  that  he  would  fettle  the  ranfbljn  bn 
ealy  and  moderate  terms. 

The  capitulation  was  figned  in  the  afternoon,  when  Mr.  de  la 
Bourdonnais,  at  the  head  of  a  large  body  of  troops,  marched  to  the 
gates,  where  he  received  the  keys  from  the  governor.  The  Flench 
colours  were  immediately  difplayed  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  the  Eng¬ 
lilh  fhip  belonging  to  the  Eaft  India  company,  which  lay  in  the  road, 
was  taken  pofleflion  of  without  refiftance  by  the  boats  of  the  French 
fquadron.  There  was  not  a  man  killed  in  the  French  camp  during 
the  liege  ;  four  or  five  Englifhmen  were  killed  in  the  town  by  the  ex- 
plofion  of  the  bombs,  which  likewife  deftroyed  two  or  three  houl'es. 
From  this  period  it  is  ufeful  to  contemplate  the  progrefs  made  by  the 
Englilh  in  Indoftau,  both  in  the  leience  and  fpirit  of  war. 

The  Englilh  inhabitants  were  permitted  to  reiide  without  mo- 
leftation.  in  their  houfes  ;  but  the  magazines  and  vvare-houfes  be- 
raging  to  the  Eaft  India  company  ,  were  taken  poffeliion  of  by  the 
French  commilTaries. 

On  the  day  in  which  Madrals  was  furrendcred,  a  meflenger  from 
the  Nabob  An’w-ar-odean  Khan,  difpatched  for  more  expedition  on  a 
came!,  arrived  at  Pondicherry,  and  delivered  to  Mr.  Dupleix  a  letter, 
in  which  the  Nabob  expreffed  great  furprize  at  the  prefumption  of 
the  French  in  attacking  Madrals  without  his  permiffion,  and  threat- 
ned  to  fend  his  army  there,  if  the  fiege  was  not  immediately  railed. 
Mr.  Duleix  lint  directions  to  his  agent  at  Arcot  to  pacify  the  Nabob, 
by  promiting  that  the  town,  if  taken,  lhould  be  gi^enupto  him  ; 
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and  by  repreienting,  that  the  Englilh  would  certainly  be  willing  to 
pay  him  a  large  him.  of  money  for  the  reftitution  of  fo  valuable  a 
pdfTeffion.  By  this  trahfa&ion,  Mr.  Dupleix  firft  difcovercd  that 
he  thought  the  right  of  dilpoling  of  Madrafs,  was  invefted  in  him- 
lel-f  as  governor  general  of  the  French  eftablilhments  in  India. 

But  Mr.  De  la  Bourdonnais,  relying  on  his  own  commiffion,  did 
Dot  admit  of  this  authority. in  the  governor  of  Pondicherry,  and, 
conformable  to  his  promile,  proceeded  to  treat  with  the  Englilh  for 
-the  rari-fom  of  the  town.  '  Mr.  Dupleix  and  the  council  of  Pondi¬ 
cherry  protefted  againft  the  treaty, ’as  a  meafure  highly  detrimental 
to  the  interefts  of  their  nation,  which,  they  laid,  would  be  fac.rificed 
to  private  advantages,  if  Madrafs  was  not  razed  to  the  ground.  Dis¬ 
putes  enlued,  which,  fortunately  for  the  Englilh  affairs,  prevented 
many  evils,  which  in  all  probability'  would  have  befallen  them,  if 
the  councils  of  the  enemy  had  not  been  divided  by  thel’e  contentions. 
For  on  the  27  th  of  September .  three  fhips  of  war,  one  of  72,  the 
others  of  40  guns,  with  1360  men  on  board,- arrived  at  Pondicherry, 
and  with  this  reinforcement,  the  French  force  was  fufficient  to  have 
conquered  the  reft  of  the  Englilh  lettlemcnts  in  Indoftan.  Such 
indeed  was  the  deftination  and  intention  of  De  la  Bourdonnais ;  and 
he  would  have  irrifhediately  began  to  carry  this  plan  of  hoftilities 
into  execution,  if  all  his  operations,  had  not  been  contradi&ed  by  Mr. 
Dupleix,  and  the  council  of  Pondicherry. 

However,  the  effedls  of  Mad  rails,  which  Mr.  De  la  Bourdonnais 
intended*  to  carry  away  in  his  fhips,  were  put  on  board  nv  tire  ill;  of 
October,  and  two  of  them  had  failed  to  Pondicherry.  Mr.  Dupleix 
was  not  as  yet  reconciled  to  the  treaty  of  ranlom.  and  Mr.  De  la 
-  Bourdonnais  was  determined  not  to  leave  Madrals  before  the  Gover¬ 
nor  and  council  of  Pondicherry-  had  given  their  approbation  :  at  the 
fame  time  his  experience  in  the  navigation  of  Ind.a  luliv  apprized 
him  of  the  danger  to  which  his  {hips  were  expcied.  bv  romainnic  on 
the  coaft  of  Coromandel  at  this  critical  lculon  of  the  war. 

in  India  th.c  year  is  divided  into  two  lealbns.  l-iem  the  mniyj-,  „t 
O  ul  Iji  In'  \  imls  blow  from  the  in  1  <  r  tl 

reft  ol  tne  year  fiom  tne  ibutheni  points  ol  t  ct  i 
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fons  are  by  manners  called  monfoons  :  the  change  from  on?  to. the 
other  is  generally  preceded  by  an  interval  of  about  twenty  days,  in 
which  calms,  or  light  and  uncertain  winds  prevail :  the  fetting  in 
°‘  the  northern  monfoon  generally  falls  out  lorne  time  in  the  month 
of  October,  as  that  of  the  fouthern  in  the  month  of  April.  On  the 
coaft  of  Coromandel  the  northern  monfoon  fometirr.es  begins  with 
a  violent  tempeft  or  hurricane  ;  and  if  the  monfoon  lets  in  with  mo¬ 
deration,  it  is  often  productive  of  tempeftuous  weather  at  different 
intervals,  until  the  middlexif  December,  and  fometimes  later  j-ib  that 
it  is  held  dangerous  for  any  veffels  to  remain  on  the  coaft:  after  the 
15th  ol  Odlober,  or  to  return  to  it  before  the  20th  of  December, 

On  the  2d  of  October  the  weather  was  remarkably  line  and  mo¬ 
derate  all  day.  About  midnight  a  furious  ftorm  arofe,  and  continued 
•  with  the  greateft  violence  until  the  noon  of  the  next  day.  Six  of  the 
French  lhips  were  in  the  road  when  the  ftorm  began,  and  not  one  of 
them  was  to  be  feeu  at  day-break.  One  put  before  the  wind,  and 
was  driven  lo  much  to  the.  fouthward,  that  Ihe  was  not  able  to  gain 
the  coaft  again  :  the  70  gun  Ihip  loft  all  her  marts :  three  others  of 
the  fquadron  were  likewife  difmafted,  and  had  fo  much  water  in  the 
hold,  that  the  people  on  board  expected  every  minute  to  perilh,  not- 
withftanding  they  had  thrown  over-board  alWhe  cannon  of  the 
lower  tier:  the  other  Ihip,  during  the  few  moments  of  a  whirlwind 
which  happened  in  the  moil  furious  part  of  the  ftorm,  was  covered 
by  the  waves,  and  foundered  in  an  inftant,  and  only  lix  of  the  crew 
efcaped  alive.  Twenty  other  veffels  belonging  to  different  nations, 
were  either  driven  on  Ihore,  or  perilbed  at  fea. 

The  other,  two  lhips,  laden  with  part  of  the  effedls  of  Madrafs, 
together  with  the  three  lately  arrived  from  Europe,  were  at  anchor 
in  the  road  of  Pondicherry,  where  they  felt  no  effect  of  the  ftorm 
.which  was  raging  at  Madrafs  :  It  is  observed,  that-  the  violence  of 
thefe  hurricanes  is  generally  confined  to  60  or  .80  miles  in  breadth, 
although  in  their  progrefs  they  generally  blow  quite. acrofs  the  Bay 
of  Bengal. 

The  articles  of  the  treaty  of -ranfom  had  been  adj.ifted  the  day 
before  the  ftorm  happened.  It  was  agreed  that  the  french  Ihould 
V  evacuate 
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evacuate  the  town  by  the  4th  of  Oftober  ;  and  by  one  of  the  ar¬ 
ticles,  the  artillery  and  .warlike  {lores  remaining  in  the  town,  were 
to  be  equally  divided, between  the  French  and  Englifli. 

Mr.  Dupleix -had  reprefented  to  Mr.  De  la  Bourdonnais,  that  he 
would  not  interfere  in  any  franfactionS'  with  the  Englifli  after  his 
■departure,  unlefs  the  French  remained  in  pofftflion  of  Madrafs  for 
{b'much  time  as  might  be  neceffary  to  adjuft  all  difeuftions  arifing 
from  the  treaty.  Mr.  De  la  Bourdonnais  therefore  reprefented  to 
the  Englifh,  the  neceffity  to  which  he  was  reduced,  by  the  obftinacy 
of  Mr.  Dupleix,  of  protradling  for  three  months,  the  term  in  which 
he  had  agreed  to  put  them  in  pofleflion  of  the  town  :  the  Englifli, 
apprehenfive  that  if  they  refufed  to  admit  of  this  alteration,  they 
{hould  be  left  to. the  mercy  ofMr.  Dupleix  without  a  treaty,  acquiefced 
in  this  propofal ;  and  the  treaty  was  fignedon  the  ioth  of  Oflober. 

All  the  merchandizes,  and  a  part  of  the  military  ftores,  belonging 
to  the  Eafl  India  company,  together  with  all  the  naval  ftores  found  in 
the  towni  had  been  laden -on  board  of  the  French  {hips  :  thefe  arti¬ 
cles,  according  to  the  computation  made  by  the  French,  amounted 
to  1 30,000  pounds  fterlirig ;  and  the  gold  and  filver  of  which  they 
took  pofleflion  to  the ,  value  of  3 1 ,000  pounds  fterling  ;  the  half  of 
the  artillery  arid- military  {lores  was  eftimated  at  24,000  pounds  Her¬ 
ding:  all;  the  other  effects  and  merchandizes  were  relinquifiied  to  the 
■  proprietors  of  them.  It  was  agreed  that  the  French  {hould  evacuate 
the  town  before  the  end  of  the  enfuing  '.January,  after  which  the 
Englifh  were  to' remain  in  pofleflioii  of  it,  without  being  attacked 
by  them  agaiii  during  the  war.  Upon  thefe  conditions  the^gover- 
nor  and  council  of  .Madrafs  agreed  to  pay  the  fum  of  i,ico,ooo 
pagodas,  or  440,000  pounds  fterling.  -.  Of  this  fum  240,000  pounds 
were  to  be  paid  at  Pondicherry,  by  fix  equal  payme/its,  before  the 
month  of  October  in  the  year  1749  :  arid  for  the  remaining  200,000 
pounds,  bills  were  drawn 'on  the  Eafl  India  company  in  London, 
payable  a  few  months  after  they  fhould  be  pirefented.  The  Englifh 
gave  hoftages  for  the  performance  of  this  treatv. 

On  the  1 2;h  of  October,  Mr.  Dc  la  Bourdonnais  inverted  one  of 
ilic  council  b}  Pondicherry,  appointed  by  Mr.  Dupleix,  with  the  go¬ 
vernment 

T  ■’ 


Hit, 


Book  I. 


The  Was  of  Coromand 

1746.  '  vernnient  of  Madrafs,  and  went  on  board  of  his  own  (hip,  which  had 
* — '~-J  been  refitted  with  jury  marts.  He  anchored  in  the  road  of  Pondi¬ 
cherry  on  the  15th,  and  failed  from  thence  the  20th  with  feven  (hips, 
intending  to  proceed  to  Achin  :  but  forefeeing  that  a  part  of  them 
would  probably  be  unable  to  rcacli  that  port,  he  formed  the  fquadron 
into  two  divifions  ;  one  confifted  of  the  three  (hips  which  arrived  lad 
from  Europe,  together  with'  another  that  had  efcaped  the  rtorm : 

.  thefe  were  all  in  good  condition  ;  and  were  therefore  ordered  to  make 
their  way  to  Achin,  without  waiting  for  the  other  divifion,  which 
confifted  of  Mr.  De  la  Bourdonnais’  70  gun  (hip,  one  that  had  been 
dilrnafted,  and  a  merchant-fhip  which  had  likewife  fuffered  in  the 
ftorm.  The  four  found  (hips  very  foon  failed  out  of  fight  of  their 
comrades :  and  Mr.  De  la  Bourdonnais,  finding  that  the  (hattered 
condition  of  the  other  three  rendered  them  incapable  of  gaining  their 
deftined  port  againft  a  violent  and  contrary  wind,  made  fail  for  the 
ifland  of  Mauritius,  where  they  arrived  in  the  beginning  of  December 
without  any  accident.  He  foon  after  left  Mauritius,  which,  from  a 
foreft,  he  had  rendered  a  flourifbing  colony,  and  thearfenal  of  all  the 
French  military  expeditions  in  India.  Every  body  knows  the  treat¬ 
ment  he  received  on'his  arrival  in  France.  The  friends  of-Mr.  Du- 
pleix  had  influence  enough  at  the  court  to  get  him  confined  to  the 
baftile,  where  he  remained  a  prifoner  almoft  three  years :  upon  an 
examination  of  his  conduft,  his  juftification,  proved  by  original  pa¬ 
pers  which  have  been  made  public,  procured  him  his  liberty.  Had 
he  furvived  the  fubfequent  ill  fuccefies  of  his  nation  at  fe a,  his  abili¬ 
ties  would  probably  have  raifed  him  to  the  higheft  commands  in  the 
navy  of  France.  His  knowledge  in  mechanics  rendered  him  capable 
of  building  a  (hip  from  the  keel :  his  (kill  in  navigation,  of  conduc¬ 
ing  her  to  any  part  of  the  globe  r  and  his  courage,  of  defending  her 
againft  any  equal  force.  In  the  conduC  of  an  expedition,  he  luper- 
intended  all  'the  details  of  the  fervice,  without  being  perplexed  either 
with  the  variety  or  number  of  them.  .His  plans,were  (imple,  his 
orders  precife,  and  both  the  heft  adapted  to  the  fervice  in  which  he 
was  engaged.  His  application  was  inceffant ;  and  difficulties  ferved 
only  to  encreafe  his  a&ivity,  which  always  gave  the  example  of  zeal 
to  thofe  he  commanded. 
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The  ftorm  ruined  the  French' marine  force  in  India,  and  preferved  1 746. 
the  Englifli  eftabliflunents  from  imminent-danger:  but  the  events 
which  enfued  on  the  Coaft  of 'Coromandel,  feem  to  have  been  the 
conlequence  of  that  augmentation  of  troops,  which  Pondicherry  ac¬ 
quired  after  the  French  fquadron  was  reduced  to  the  incapacity  of 
attempting  any  farther  expeditions.  Mr.  De  la  Bourdonnais  left  be¬ 
hind  him  ,1200  difciplined  men;  450  more  were  landed  out  of  the 
three  ihips.  which  came  daft  into  India,  and  8  or  900  tailors  were 
taken  out  of  the  ihips  that  remained  on  the  coaft,  and  difciplined  as 
foldiers.  By  which  additions  the  forces  of  Pondicherry  amounted  - 
to  3000  Europeans. 

The  Nabob  An’war-odean,  very  foon  after  the  French  had  taken 
Madids,  began  to  fufpeift,  or  had  difeovered,  that  the  promife  of'Mr. 
Dupleix  to  put  Him  in  poffeffion  of  the  town,  was  a  fraud  employed 
to  divert  him  from  giving  the  Englifli  any  affiftance  during  the  fiege. 

He  determined  to  revenge  this  affront  by  laying  fiege  to  Madtafs  ; 
which  he  made  xio  doubt  of  taking  from  the  French,  with  as  much 
eafe  as  they  had  taken.it  from  the  Englifli :  for  meafuring  the  mili¬ 
tary  abilities  of  the  Europeans,  by  the  great  relpedt  and  humility 
with  which  they  had  hitherto  carried  themfelves  in  all  their  tranf- 
a&ions  with-  the  Mogul  government ;  he  imagined  that  this  fubmif- 
fion  in  their  behaviour  proceeded  from  a  confcioufnefs  of  the  iiipe- 
rior  military  prowefs  of  the  Moors. 

Some  of  his  troops  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Madrafs  be¬ 
fore  Mr.  De  la  Bourdonnais’s  departure,  and  foon  after,  his  eldeft 
fon,  Maphuze  Khan  .with  the  reft.  The  whole  army  amounted  to 
1  o,oco  men,  and  inverted  the  town :  two  deputies  were  immediately 
font  to  treat  with  him,  and  thefe  he  kept  prifoners.  The  French 
governor  had  received  orders  from  Mr.  Dupleix  to  refrain  as  long  as 
pofiible  from  committing  any  hoftilitiesagainft  Maphuze  Khan,  who 
imputed  this  inaftion  to  fear :  and  having  received  information  of 
the  difpofitions  which  Mr.  De  la  Bourdonnais  had  made  for  the  at¬ 
tack.  of  tiie  place,  he  endeavoured  to  imitate  them  ;  great  heaps  of 
faggots  and  iarth  were  brought  to  tlx:  fpot  where  the  French  had 
erected  one  of  their  batteries  of  mortars  againft  the  town  :  here  the 
L  ’  Moors 
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Moors  intended  to  form  a  battery  of  their  cannon,  which  wetE  fo 
old,  as  not  to  be  fired  without  rilk  to  thofe  who  managed  them,  ' 

A  fhallow  river  ran  along  the  weftern-fide  of  Mudrafs :  its  outlet 
to  the  fea  was  about  700  yards  to  the  fouth  of  the  White  Town  ; 
but  this  was  generally  flopped  by  a  mound,  formed  of  the  fands, 
which  were  continually  thrown  up  by  the  lurf.  This  obftru&ion 
confining  the  witters  of  the  river,  rendered  it  of  as  much  defence  as 
a  wet  ditch  to  that  part  of  the  town  by  which  it  palled.  The  Na¬ 
bob’s  army  intended  to  efcalade  the  Black  Town,  of  which  the  walls 
were  low,  and  the  baftions  of  very  little  ftrength ;  this  had  been  the 
projedl  of  Mr.  De  la  Bourdonnais.  To  facilitate  their  approach  to 
the  walls  in  a  general  affault,  they  employed  a  great  number  of  men 
to  cut  through  the, mound  of  land  ;  a  practice  which  they  were  in¬ 
formed  the  Englilh  always  made  ufe  of,  whenever  they  thought  it 
necellary  to  drain  the  river.  At  the  fame'  time  a  large  body  of 
troops  took  poffeffion  of  a  Ipring  lying  about  three  miles  to  the  north 
of  the  tow  n,  which  was  the  only  fource  from  which  the  inhabitants 
were  liipplied  with  gqod  water.  Thefe  meafures  Ihewed  a  degree 
of  intelligence  very  uncommon  in  the  military  operations  of  the 
Moors.  The  French  finding  the  waters  of  the  river  decreafe,  and 
■  their  communication  wkh  the  Ipring  interrupted,  commenced  hofti- 
lities,  and  fired  from  the  baftions  of  the  Black  and  White  Town, 
upon  the  Moors,  wherever  they  appeared  ;  who  immediately  re¬ 
treated  from  the  mound,  and  the  reft  of  their  ftations,  which  were 
exuded  to  this  fire  ;  but  ftill  kept  pofielfion  of  the  ground  near  the 
ipring,,  which  was  out  of  the  reach  of  caunon-lhot  from  the  town.. 

The  next  day,  being  the  22d  of  Oftober,' a  body  of  400  men, 
with  two  field  pieces,  marched  out  of  the  town,  and  attacked  that 
quarter  of  the  Nabob’s  army,  which  was  encamped  to  the  north- 
..weft,  between  the  town  and  the  fpring.  Their  cavalry  mounted 
on  the  firft  alarm,  and  uniting  their  fquadrons,  advanced  with  the 
appearance  of  refolution.  Having  never  experienced  the  effedt  of 
field  pieces,  they  had  no  conception  that  it  was  poflible  to  fire, 
with  execution,  the  fame  piece  of  cannon  five  or  fix  times  in  a 
minute;  for  in  the  aukward  management  of  their  own  clumfy 
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•artillery,  they  think  they  do  well  if  they  fire  once  in  a  quarter  of  an 
hour.  The  French  detachment  concealed  their  two  field  pieces  be¬ 
hind  their  line,  until  the  enemy’s  cavalry  approached  near  enough  to 
'feel  the  full  effeft  of  them  ;  when  the  line  opening  to  the  right  and 
left,  the  field  pieces  began  to  fire  :  .two  or  three  of  the  enemy’s 
horfes  were  killed  by  the  firft  difcharge,  which  threw  the  whole 
bod)-,  into  confufion  :  however  they  kept  their  ground  forne  time,  as 
if  waiting  for  an  intermifiion  of’  the  fire ;  but,  finding  tliat  it  con¬ 
tinued  with  .  vivacity,  they  took  to  flight  with  great  precipitation. 
The  French  plundered  their  tents  and  baggage  without  interruption, 
and  took  two  pieces  of  cannon,  fo  little  fit  for  fervice,  that  they 
-flung  them  into  a  well.  They' did  not  lofe  a  man  in  the  attack, 
-and  killed  about  feventy  of  the  Moors. 

’  Maphuze  Khan,  immediately  after  this  defeat,  collefted  all  his 
troops  into  one  camp,  about  two  miles  to  the  weftward  of  the  town  : 
but  upon  hearing-  that  the  French  expedted  a  reinforcement  from 
Pondicherry,  he  quitted  this  camp  the  next  day,  and  took  poffeffion 
of  St.  Thome,  a  town  fituated  about  four  miles  to  the  fouth  of 
Maclrafs.  \  .  '  ■ 

This  place,  once  in  the  poffeffion  of  the  Portuguefe,  and  during 
the  time  of  their  prolperity  in  India  famous  for  the  iplendor  and. 
riches  of  its  inhabitants,  has  long  fince  been  reduced  to  a  town  of 
little  note  or  refort,  although  it  ftill  gives  title  to  a  Portuguefe  bifhop. 
Tihe  town  had  no  defence,  excepting  here  and  there  the  remains  of 
a  ruined  wall :  a  river  ran  into  the  fea  from  tire  weft,  about  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  a  mile  to  the  feuih  of  the  town.  Maphuze  Khan  took  pnffef- 
fion  of  the  ftrand  between  the  river  and  the  town  with  his  whole 
army,  and  planted  bis  artillery  along  the  bank  of  the  river. 

On  the  34th  of  October  the  French  detachment  arrived,  by  break 
of  day,  at  the  bank  of  the  river  oppofite  10  St.  Thome,  and  found 
the  Nabob's  troops,  boric  and  foot,  drawn  up  on  the  other  fide,  to 
opirofe  tF’tir  pafiage.  It  had  been  concerted,  that  a  party  of  400 
men  thouk!  march  from.  Mad  rafs,  and  attack  the  Moors  on  the  north¬ 
ern  fide  of  the  town,  at  the'larne  time  that  the  detachment  from 
Pondicherry  attacked  them  on  the  Ibuth  :  but  the  troops  from  Ma- 
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drafts  felled  to  arrive  in  time.  The  other  detachment  neverthekfs 
advanced  without  hefitation  to  the  attack.  The  river  was  fordable* 
and  tftev  palled  it  without  lofs,  notwithftanding  they  were  expofed 
to  the  lire  of  the  enemy’s  artillery,  which,  as  ufual,  was  very  ill 
fenced.  As  foon  as  they  gained  the  oppofite  bank,  they  gave  a  gene- 
j'al  lire  of  their  fmall  arms,  and  then  attacked  with  their  bayonets. 
The  Moors,  unaccuftomed  to  fuch  hardy  and  precipitate  onfets,  gave 
way,  and  retreated  into  the  town,  where  they  again  made  a  fhew  of 
refiftancc  from  behind  fome  pallifadoes  which  they  had  planted  in* 
different  parts  of  the  fouth  fide.  The  French  continued  to  advance 
in  good  order,  and  no  fooner  fired  from  three  or  four  platoons,  than 
the  Moors  gave  way  again ;  when  the  horfe  and  foot  felling  back, 
promifeuoufly  on  each  other  in  the  narrow  flreets  of  the  town,  the  con- 
fufion  of  the  throng  was  fo  great,  that  they  remained  for  fome  time 
expofed  to  the  fire  of  the  French,  without  being  able  to  make  refin¬ 
ance,  or  to  retreat.  Many  were  killed  before  the  whole  army  could 
get  out  of  the  town,  and  gain  the  plain  to  the  we  ft  ward.  Their 
general,  Maphuze  Khan,  mounted  on  an  elephant,  on -which  the 
great  ftandard  of  the  Carnatic  was  difplayed,  was  one  of  the  firft 
who  made  his  efcape.  They  were  fcarcely  fled  out  of  the  town  be¬ 
fore  the  detachment  from  Madrafs  arrived,  and  affifted  in  the  pillage 
of  the  enemy’s  baggage,  among  which  were  fome  valuable  efFedts : 
many  horfes  and  oxen,  and  fome  camels  were  likewiie  taken.'  It  is 
faid,  that  the  French  troops  murdered  fome  of  the  Moors  whom  thejt 
found  concealed  in  the  houfes  they  were  plundering.  This  defeat 
ftruck  fuch  a  terror  into  the  Nabob’s  army,  that  they  immediately- 
retreated  fome  miles  from  Madrafs,  and  foan  .  after  returned  to 
Arcot. 

It  was  now  more  than  a  century  fince  any  of  the  European  nations 
had  gained  a  decifive  advantage  in  war  againft  the  officers  of  the  Great 
Mo<ml.  The  experience  of  former  unfuccefsful  enterprizes,  and  the 
fcantinefs  of  military  abilities  which  prevailed  in  all  the  colonies, 
from  a  long  difufe  of  arms,  had  perfuaded  them  that  the'Moors  were 
a  brave  and  formidable  enemy ;  when  the  French  at  once  broke 
through  the  charm  of  this  timorous  opinion,  by  defeating  a  whole 
army  with  a  Angle  battalion. 
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The  officer  who  commanded  the  detachment,  which  routed  the  '1745. 
.  Moors  at  St.  Thome,  was  a  Swifs,  named  Paradis.  He  had  gained  v'-y  ’ 
the  favour  of  Mr.  Dupleix,  by  manifcfting  a  violent  enmity  againft 
Mf;  De  la  Bourdonnais ;  and  Mr.  Dupleix  regarding  him  as  the 
moll  proper  perfon  to  carry  into  execution  any  oppofition  to  Mr.  De 
la  Bourdonnais’s  meafures,  appointed  Paradis  governor  of  Madrafs. 

At  the  fame  time,  the  French  inhabitants  of  Pondicherry,  inftructed 
by  Mr.  Dupleix’s  emiffaries,  aflembled  and  drew  up  a  reprefentation, 
addreffed  to  Mr.  Dupleix  and  the  council,  in  which  they  fet  forth 
the  neceffity,  as  they  pretended,  of  annulling  the  treaty  of  ranfom. 

Mr.  Dupleix,  and  the  council  of  Pondicherry,  afffedHng  to  refped  the 
general  voice  of  the  inhabitants,  which  they  -had  fuborned,  inftrudted 
Paradis  to  execute  this  relolution.  On  the  30th  of  Odlober,  the 
■  inhabitants  of  Madrals  were  called  together ;  the  French  garrifon 
was  drawn  up  under  arms,  and  a.manifefto,  addreffed.  to  the  Eng¬ 
lilh,  was  publicly, read.  This  paper,  contained  the  following  decla¬ 
ration  and  injunctions :  '  • . 

The  treaty  of  ranfom  made  with  Mr.  De  la  Bourdonnais  was  de¬ 
clared  null. .  The  Englilh  were  enjoined  to  deliver  up  the  keys  of 
all  magazines  without  exception.:  all  merchandizes,  plate,  provisions, 

■warlike  ftores,  and  horfes*  were  declared  the  property  of  the  French 
company but  the  Englilh  were  permitted  to  difpofe  of  their  move- 
.ables,  cloaths,  and  the  jewels  of  the  women:'  they  Were  required  to 
give  their  parole  not  to  a£t  againft  the  French  nation  until  they 
fnould  be  exchanged ;  and  it  was  declared,  that  thofe  who  refufed  to 
obey  this  injunction,  lhould  be  arrefted  and  fent  to  Pondicherry.  All, 
excepting  fuch  as  were  willing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
French  King,  were  ordered  to  quit  the  town  in  four  days,  and  were 
prohibited  from  taking  up  their  refidence  within  the  bounds  of  Ma¬ 
drals,  or  in  any  of  the  country  houfes  belonging  to  the  Englilh  with¬ 
out  thofe  bounds. 

Such  injurious  and  diftrefsfulterms  aggravated  the  iniquity  of  that 
breach  of  public  faith  which  produced  them. 

The  French  put  their  manifello  into  execution  with  the  utmort:  ri¬ 
gour,  and  took  poffethon  of  the  effefls  of  the  Englilh  with  an  avari¬ 
cious  exactitude  rarely  pradtifed  by  thol'c  who  Suddenly  acquire  vain- 
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able  booties  :  the  fortunes  of  mod  of  the  Englifh  Inhabitants  were 
ruined.  J  he  governor  and  Icveral  of  the  principal  inhabitants  weye 
conduced,  by  an  efcort  of  400  men,  to  Pondicherry  :  here  Mr.  Du- 
pleix,  under  pretence  of  doing  them  honour,  caufed  them  to  enter  the 
town  in  an  oflentatious  procefiion,  which  expofed  them  to  the  view 
of  50,000  Ipedlators,  like  pril'oners  led  in  triumph.  Others  of  the 
inhabitants,  with  feveral  of  the  military  officers,  refolved  not  to  give 
their  parole,  alledging  very  juftly,  that  the  breach  of  the  treaty  of 
ranfom  releafed  them  from  that  which  they  had  given  to  Mr.  Dela 
Bourdonnais  :  and  thefe  made  their  efcape  out  of  the  town  by  night, 
and,  travelling  through  the  country  bv  various  roads,  went  to  the 
Englifh  fettlement  of  Fort  St.  David.  - 

The  Eaft  India  company  was  here  in  pofleffion  of  a  territory  larger 
than  that  of  Madrafs :  it  had  been  purchafed,  about  a  hundred  years 
before,  from  the  Indian  prince  of  the  country  ;  and  their  title  to  it  was 
confirmed  by  the  Mogul’s  viceroy,  when  the  Moors  conquered  theCar- 
natic.  The  fort  was  fituated  near  the  fea  12  miles  to  the  fouth  of 
Pondicherry  :  it  was  fmall,  but  better  fortified  than  any  of  its  fize  in 
India,  and  ferved  as  a  citadel  to  the  company’s  territory.  About  a 
mile  to  the  fouth  of  it  was  fituated  the  town  of  Cuddalore,  in  which 
the  principal  Indian  merchants,' and  many  of  the  natives  dependent 
on  the  company  refided.  This  tow'll  extended  1 200  yards  from  north 
to  fouth,  and  .900  from  eaft  to  weft  :  three  of  its  fides  were  defended, 
by  walls  flanked  with  bullions;  that  to  the  fea  was  for  the  greateft 
part  open  ;  hut  a  river  palling  from  the  weft  ward  between  Fort  St. 
David  and  the  town,  flowed,  juft  before  it  gains  the  fea,  along  the 
eaftern  fide  of  the  town,  of  which  whilft  it  walhed  the  fkirts  on  one 
band,  it  was  on  the  other  ftparated  from  the  fea  by  a  mound  of  fand, 
which  the  furf  throws  upon  the  Ihore  in  moll  parts  of  the  coaft. 
To  the'  iweftward  of  the  fort,  and  within  the  company’s  territory, 
were  two  or  three  populous  villages,  inhabited  by  the  natives.  The 
government  of  Fort  St.  David  depended  on  that  of  Madi  als,  to  which 
it  was  immediately  the  next  in  rank  :  but  0.1  the  breach  oif  the  treaty 
of  ranfom,  the  company’s  agents  at  Fort  St.  David,  regarding  thole 
of  Madrals  as  prifoneis  to  the  French,  took  upon  themlelves  the  ge¬ 
nera!  adminiftration  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel. 
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They- began  their  adminiftration  by  applying  to  the  Nabob  of  Ar- 
cot  for  his  affiftance  againft  tire  French,  by  whom  they  expe&ed 
every  day  to  be  attacked.  The  defeat  of  Maphuze  Khan  at  St. 
Thome  had  irritated  the  Moors  fo  much  againft  that  nation,  that  the 
Nabob  readily  engaged -to  fend  his  army  to 'Fort  St.  David,  on  con¬ 
dition  that  the  Englifh  would  furnilh  part  of  the. expence.'  This 
propofal  being  agreed  to,  the  army  prepared  to  take  the  field  in 
two  bodies,  one  commanded  by  Maphuze  Khan,  and  the  other  by 
his  brother  Mahomed-ally. 

In  the  beginning  of  December  Mr.  Dopleix  recalled  Paradis  from 
Madrals  fo  Pondicherry,  intending  to  give  him  the  command-  of  an 
expedition  he  was  preparing  againft  Fort  St.  David.  Paradis  fet  out 
with  a  detachment  of  300  Europeans,  and  took  the  opportunity'  of 
this  efcort  to  carry  away  what  booty  he  had  coliefted  in  his  govern¬ 
ment.  Maphuze  Khan,  defirous  to  revenge  the  defeat  of  St.  Thome, 
refolved.to  intercept  this  detachment ;  and  waited/or  it,  with  3000 
horfe  and  2000  foot,  about  ten  miles  to  the  north  of  Sadrafs,  a  Dutch 
fettlement  lying  30  miles  to  the  fouth  of  Madrafs.  The  detachment 
marched  ill  two  bodies ;  one  before  and  one  behind  the'  baggage, 
which  was  carried  by  Coolies,  a  caft  of  Indians  whofe  foie  occupa¬ 
tion  is  to  carry  burthens.  The  Moorifh  cavalry  continually  haraiTed 
the  rear,  retreating  as  foon  as  the  French  prepared  to  fire,  and  re¬ 
turning  as  foon  as  they  renewed  their  march  :  the  infantry  armed  with 
match-locks,  fired  from  the  fhelter  of  thickets  and  other  covers  at 
too  great  a  diftance  to  do  execution.  However  thefe  attacks  greatly 
retarded  the  progrefs  of  the  detachment;  and  Paradis,  apprehenfive 
of  beiiig  overtaken  by'  the  night  in  the  open  plain,  ordered  his  bag¬ 
gage  to  proceed  before  the  firft  divifion,  and  then  marched  away  hirri- 
felf  with  this  body  as  faft  as  poflible  to  Sadrals,  leaving  the  rear  to 
maintain  the  fight  as  they  could  ;  who  neverthelefs  did  not  lofb  cou¬ 
rage,  and  by  never  firing  until  the  enemy  were  within  certain  reach 
of  execution, made  their  way  good  to  Sadrafs,  with  the  1  of s  of  1 2  men, 
who  faultering  on  the  way  were  taken.  Thefe  prifoners  Maphuze 
Khan  {hewed  as  an  inconteftible  proof  of  victory:  and  this  opinion 
was  in  forne  mealure  confirmed  by  the  condufl  of  Paradis,  after  his 
arrival  at  Sadrafs,  not  venturing  to  proceed  until  he  had  been  rein¬ 
forced. 
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1 74-^'  forced"  by'a  large  detachment  from  Pondicherry  ;  which  it  is  proba- 
j,je  jje  had  only  demanded  for  the  greater  iecuritv  of  !iir,  own  bag¬ 
gage,  which  confined  of  valuable  effects.  Maphnzc  jihrn,  Satisfied 
With  the  advantage  he  had  gained,  left  the  fea-coaft  the  day  after  the 
aftion,  and' proceeded  to. join  his  brother  Mahomed-ally,  who  had 
taken  the  held. 

"1  lie  troops  deftmed  to  attack  Fort  St.  David  affembled  at  Arianco- 
pang,  a  lmall  fort  built  by  the.  French  about  two  miles  to  the  fou th¬ 
ere  ft  of  Pondicherry,  and  about  one  mile  and  a  half  from  the  fea:  but 
the  officers  refufing  to  admit  Mr.  Paradis  to  command  them,  in  pre¬ 
judice  to  the  right  of  his  feniors  in  the  fervice ;  the  command  was 
given  to  Mr.  Bury,  the  oldeft  officer  of  the  French  troops  in  India. 

The  European  troops  in  the  fervice  of  the  colonies  eftabliffied  in 
Indoftan,  never  conlifted  intirely  of  natives  of  that  country  to  which 
the  colony  belongs  :  on  the  contrary,  one  half  at  leaft  was  compofed  of 
men  of  all  the  nations  in  Europe.  The  chriftians,  who  call  them- 
felves  Portuguefe,  always  formed  part  of  a  garrifon :  they  are  little 
fuperior  in  courage  to  the  lower  cafts  of  Indians,  and  greatly  inferior 
.  to  the  higher  cafts,  as  well  as  the  northern  Moors  of  Indoftan ;  but  be- 
caufe  they  learn  the  manual  exercife  and  the  duties  of  a  parade  with 
fufficient  readinefs,  and  are  clad  like  Europeans,  they  are  incorpo-" 
rated  into  the  companies  of  European  troops.  From  wearing  a  hat, 
thefe  pretended  Portuguefe  obtained  amongft  the  natives  of  India  the 
name  of  Topaffes  ;  by  which  .name  the  Europeans  likewife  dlf- 
iinguifh  them.  The  Indian  natives,  and.  Moors,  who  are  trained  in 
the  European  manner,  are  called  Sepoys:  in.  taking  our  arms  and 
military  exercife,  they  do  not  quit  their  own  drefs  or  any  other  of 
their  cuftoms.  The  Sepoys  are  formed  into  companies  and  batta¬ 
lions,  and  commanded  by  officers  of  their  own  nation  and  religion. 
Thofe  troops  of  the  natives,  who  bring  with  them  their  own  arms, 
and  continue  their  own  manner  of  tiling  them,  retain  the  names  they 
bear  in  their  leveral  countries;  but  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel  the 
Europeans  diftinguifh  all  thefe  undifeiplined  troops,  whether  armed 
with  lwords  and  targets,  with  bows  and  arrows,  with  pikes  and 
lances,  with  match-locks,  or  even  with  mufltets,  by  the  general  name 
of  Peons. 
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In  the  night  of  the  8th  of  December  the  French  army  fet  out1’  1746. 
from  Ariancopang,  and  arrived  the  next  morning,  by  break  of  day,  ' — 
at  the  river  Pannar,  which  runs  into  the  fea  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
to  the  north  of  Fort  St.  David:  their  force  confifted  of  1700  men, 
for  the  moft  part  Europeans,  of  which  50  were  cavalry  :  they  had 
one  or  two  companies  of  Caffre  flaves,  natives  of  Madagafcar  and  of 
the  eaftern  coaft  of  Africa ;  which  had  been  difciplined,  and  brought 
into  India,  by  Mr.  De  la  Bourdonnais.  Their  artillery  confifted  of 
fix  field  pieces,  and  as  many  mortars. 

The  garrifon  of  Fort  St.  David,  with  the  addition  of  the  officers 
and  foldiers  who  had  made  their  efcape  from  Madrafs,  confifted  of  no 
more  than  200  Europeans,  and  too  Topaffes.  Thefe  were  intended 
to  defend  the  fort :  and  asthe  Nabob's  behaviour,  when  Madrafs  was 
attacked  by  De  la  Bourdonnais,  had  caufed  the  Englifh  to  fufpect  his 
aflurances  of  affiftance,  they  hired  2000  Peans  for  the  defence  of 
Cuddalore  and  the  company’s  territory,  and  diftrifcuted  8  or  900 
mufkets  amongft  them.  At  this  time  the  Englifh  had  not  adopted 
the  idea  of  training  the  Indian,  natives  in  the  European  difcipline, 
notwithftanding  the  French  had  fet  the  example,  by  raffing  four  or 
five  companies  of  Sepoys  at  Pondicherry. 

The  French  army  crofted  the  river  Pannar,  and  entered  the  com¬ 
pany’s  territory  without  an^  other  oppofition  than,  the  fire  of  fome  of 
the  Peons,  who  galled  them  a  little  from  behind  thickets,  and  other 
covers  ;  but  retreated  as  foon  as  fired  upon  by  the  eneniy’s  field- 
pieces.  At  the  diftance  of  a  mile  and  a  half  to  the  north- weft  of  Fort 
St.  David  was  a  countay-houfe  appointed  for  the  refidence  of  the  go¬ 
vernor,  behind  which)  to  the  north,  was  a  large  garden  inclofed  with 
a  brick  wall,  and  before  the  houfe,  to  the  fouth,  a  court  with  build¬ 
ings  on  each  fide  of  it.  The  ford  where  the  French  had  paffed  the 
river  was  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  garden  ;  in  which  fome 
Peons  were  ftationed,  whom  the  enemy  foon  diflodged.  Mr.  Duplcix 
having  received  intelligence  that  the  Nabob  had  fent  no  more  than 
1500  men  to  the  affiftance  of  the  Englifh,  had  inftruffed  Mr.  Bury 
to  march  through  the  company’s  territory,  and  aflault  the  town  of 
Cuddalore.  The  French,  having  met  with  no  other  refiftancp  than 
M  from 
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the  irregular  fkirmifhes  of  the  Peons,  fufpe&ed  no  other  attacks,  afld 
from' this  confidence,  the  foldiers,  fatigued  with  a  march  of  twelve 
miles,  were  permitted,  as  foon  as  they  had  taken  pofleflion  of  the  gar¬ 
den,  to  lay  down  their  arms;  and  the  officers  negated  to  ftation 
guards,  or  to  take  the  nfual  precautions  which  ate  generally  thought 
indifpenfiblc  againft  a  iurprize.  In  a  few  minutes  the  whole  army- 
liad  quitted  their  arms,  and  every  man  was  ftraggling  according  to  his 
own  inclination  ;  fome  were  cutting  wood  to  d refs  their  mea|,  fome 
were  cooking  it,  fome  were  eating,  and  others  were  laid  down  to 
fleep:  the  Coolies  and  the  Indians  conducting  the  camels,  carts,  and 
•oxen  laden  with  the  baggage,  difeharged  it  promifeuoufly  in  the 
court  before  the  garden-houfe,  and  then  difperfed.  Such  was  the  ge¬ 
neral  dilorder,  when  a  large'body  of  forces,  horie  and  foot,  were  dis¬ 
covered  approaching  in  good  order  from  the  weftward.  Thele  were 
the  Nabob’s  army,  confifting  of  6000  horfe  and  3000  foot,  under  the 
command  of  his  fons  Maphuze  Khan  and  Mahomed-ally,  who  having 
united  the  forces  they  feparately  commanded,  had  arrived  the  preced¬ 
ing  day  on  the  plain  of  Chimundelum,  four  miles  to  the  weft  of  Fort 
St.  David. 

Every  man  ran  to  his  arms  in  confufion,  and  terror  prevented  them 
from  conceiving  the  advantage  of  their  fituation  in  the  garden,  the 
walls  of  which  fecu red  them  from  the  attack  of  cavalry  :  but  imagin¬ 
ing  that  their  lafety  confifted  in  recrofling  the  river  before  they  flrould 
be  attacked,  they  hurried  out  of  the  garden  into. the  open  plain;  all, 
excepting  the  artillery,  in  much  diforder.  The  enemy  came  up  be¬ 
fore  they  reached  the  river.  The  Peons  of  the  ISlabob’s  army,  joined 
by  thofe  belonging  to  the  Engliffi,  intermixed  /vith  the  cavalry,  and 
kept  up  a  conftant.but  irregular  fire,  whilft  the  cavalry  advanced 
fword  in  hand  in  various  onfets ;  but  they  were  always  repulfed  by 
the  fire  of  the  artillery. 

As  foon  as  the  French  troops  had  gained  the  bank,  they  plunged 
into  the  river,  where  the  water  was  four  feet  deep ;  and  many  flung 
away  their  arms  before  they  reached  the  other  fide;  but  the  artillery 
continued  topreferve  their  courage,  and  faved  the  field-pieces,  tranf- 
porting  them  over  the  river  one  after  another ;  and  turning  them  again 
«pon  the  enemy  as  foon  as  they  were  landed  on  the  oppofite  bank. 
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The.  Englilh  at  Fort  St.  David  were  apprized  of  the  arrival  of  the 
Nabob’s  army  at  Chimundelum;  and  the  whole  garrifon,  excepting 
50  Topaffes,  fallied  out  as  foon  as  they  perceived  the  French  retreat¬ 
ing,  but  did  not  come  up  in  time  to  affift  in  interrupting  their  paflage 
over  the  river.  Having  prevailed  upon  the  Nabob’s  army  to  accom¬ 
pany  them,  they  advanced  in  purluit  of  the  French,  but  did  not  over¬ 
take  them  until  they  had  marched  fix  miles  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
river.  By  this  time  the  French  troops  had  recovered  from  their 
panic,  and  were  drawn  up  in  fuch  good  order,  that  it  was  not  thought 
prudent  to  attack  them.  They  continued  their  march  to  Arianco- 
pang,  where  they -arrived  at  feven  in  the  evening,  having  been  in 
motion,  with  very  little  refpite,  for  24  hours.  On  a  review  of  a 
ftate  of  their  army,  it  was  found  that  120  of  their  Europeans  had 
been  wounded,  and  12  killed.  They  had  left  behind  them  at  the 
garden  all  the  baggage  which  was  come  up  before  the  Moors  ap- 
:  peared.  The  Englilh,  on  their  return  from  the  purfuit,  found 
feveral  chefts  of.  mufquets,  and  other  military  ftores  ;  but  a  body 
of  the  Nabob’s  cavalry  had  plundered  all  the  reft  of  the  baggage  as 
foon  as  the  French  quitted  the  garden. 

Mr.  Dupleix  judging,  from  the  ill  fuccefs  of  this  expedition,  that 
any  open  attempts  againft  the  Englilh  at  Fort  St.  David  would  be 
fruftrated  whilft  the  Moors  continued  to  affift  them,  entered  into  a 
correfpondence  with  the  Nabob  and  Maphuze  Khan,  to  induce  them 
to  withdraw  their  troops  :  and  at  the' lame  time  he  formed  a  projeft 
to  take  Cuddalore  by  furprize.  The  French  army  continued  at 
Ariancopang ;  and  on  the  night  of  the  30th  of  December  500  men 
■embarked  in  boats'/  with,  orders  to  proceed  by  fea  to  Cuddalore, 
where  they  were  to  enter  the  river  which  runs  along  the  eaftern 
fide,  and  to  attack  this  open  quarter  of  the  town  at  break  of  day. 
The  boats  were  fcarcely  through  the  furf,  when  the  wind  role  from 
the  fouth,  and  blew  fo  hard  that  feveral  of  them  filled  with  water, 
and  all  were  obliged*  to  put  back.  The  furf  beat  fo  high  on  the 
•  Ihore,  that  the  Ibldiers  flung  away  their  arms,  as  dangerous  incum¬ 
brances  ;  for  in  high  fijrfs  the  boat  is  quitted  as  loon  as  it  touches 
the  ground,  left  the  fucceeding  wave  Ihonkl  break  upon  it,  and  over¬ 
whelm  thofe  who  are  in  it.  . 
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M;.  Dupleix,  thus  difappointed  a  lecond  time  in  Ins  views  againft 
Cnddalorc,  finding  that  the  Nabob’s  army  ftill  continued  with  the 
Logliih,  attempted  to  caul'e  a  diverlion  of  their  troops,  by  carrying  the 
war  into  the  Nabob's  country  near  Madrafs.  A  detachment  from 
the  town  marched  20  miles  inland,  burning  and.deftroying  villages 
without  refinance ;  for  the  inhabitants  took,  to  flight  as  they  ap¬ 
proached  ;  and  the  Nabob  had  no  troops  in  that  part  of  his  country. 
The  French  found  large  quantities  of  grain  in  feveral  places,  which 
they  fet  fire  to,  for  want  of  means  to'  carry  it  away.  They  gained 
no  advantage  but  plunder  by  this  expedition  ;  for  the  Moors  remained 
at  Fort  St.  David,  and  the  Nabob  was  more  exafperated  than  before. 

On  the  gth  of  January  the  four  fillips,  that  compofed  the  largeft 
divifion  of  the  Iquadron  in  which  Mr.  De  la  Bourdonnais  quitted 
the  court,  returned  from  Achin  to  Pondicherry.  Mr.  Dupleix  in¬ 
formed  the  Nabob  of  their  arrival,  exaggerated  the  addition  of  force  i 
-which  Pondicherry  received  from  it,  and  at  the  fame  time  repre- 
fented  the  Euglifli  at  Fort  St.  David  as  a  handful  of  men  abandoned 
by  the  reft  of  their  countrymen.  The  princes  of  Indoftan,  as  well 
as  their  iubjccts,  take  no  pains  to  inform  themfelves  of  any  affairs 
excepting  thole  of  their  own  country;  and  the  long  abfence  of 
the  Englifih  fquadron,  joined  to  the  precipitation  with  which  it  had 
.  quitted  the  coaft  in  September,  concurred  with  Mr.  Dupleix’s  offer- 
tions,  to  make  the  Moors  believe  that  the  Englifih  concerns  in  India 
were  becoming  defperate.  The  governments  of  Indoftan  have  no 
idea  of  national  honour  in  the  condudt  of  their  politics  ;  and  as  loon 
as  they.think  the  party  with  whom  they  are  engaged  is  reduced  to 
threat  diftrefs,  they  (hift,  without  hefitation,  thai .  alliance  to  the  op- 
polite  fide,  making  immediate  advantage  the  only  rule  of  their  action. 
The  Nabob  ordered  his  Ion  Maphuze  Khan  to  liften  to  Mr.  Dupleix’s 
propol'als  of  an  accommodation,  and  fent  back  to  Pondicherry  the 
two  deputies  who  had  been  detained  pi  iloners  by  Maphuze  Khan, 
when  he  inverted  Madrafs.  One  of  thefe  priloners  was  nephew  to 
Mr.  Dupleix,  and  the  other  a  member  of  the  council  of  Pondicherry ; 
they  had  been  kept  at  Arcot  during  their  captivity,  and  were  perhaps 
the  otily  Europeans,  excepting  fome  vagabonds  and  Jeluits,  who  had 
made  fojong  a  refidence  in  the  capital  of  the  Carnatic,  fince  the  pro- 
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viace  had  been  conquered  by  the  Great  Mogul.  The  Moors  had 
hitherto  been  careful  to  prevent  Europeans  from  informing  them- 
felves  of  the  ftate  of  the  country,  and  the  Europeans,  folely  em¬ 
ployed  in  commerce,  were  fo  little  folicitous  of  acquiring  fuch  in¬ 
formation,  that  at  this  time  they  knew  as  little  of  Arcot  as  of  Delhi. 

But  Mr.  Dupleix,  while  he  was  perfuading  the  Nabob  that  the 
Englifh  affairs  were  without  refource,  was  himfelf  apprehenfive  of  the 
return  of  their  Iquadron,  and  did  not  think  the  (hips  arrived  from 
Achin  a  force Sufficient  to  encounter  it ;  therefore,  as  foon  as  he  found 
that  there  was  a  probability  of  withdrawing  the  Moors  from  the  affift- 
ance  of  the  Englilh,  he  ordered  the  lhips  to  quit  the  coafts  of  Coro¬ 
mandel.  They  left  Pondicherry  the  8th  of  February, -and  failed  to 
Goa,  the  capital  of  the  Portuguefe  fettlements  in  India.  A  few 
'  days  after,  Maphuze  Khan  came  to  Pondicherry,  where  he  was  re¬ 
ceived  with  pomp  and  much  refpedl.  Mr.  Dupleix  paid  him  jo,ooo 
rupees  in  money,  and  made  him  a  prelent  of  European  trinkets  to 
the  value  of  100,000  rupees  more:  a  peace  was  concluded  between 
the  French  and  the  Nabob,  who  recalled  his  army  from  Fort  St. 
David.  The  Englilh  at  Fort  St.  David  had  not  hitherto  received 
any  fupplies  either  from  Europe  or  the  colonies  in  India. 

A  Ihip  from  England  belonging  to  the  company  appeared  in  fight 
of  Madrals  in  the  month  of  November,  and  ignorant  of  the  lofs  of 
the  place,  approached  the  road.  The  governor  Paradis,  immediately 
hoifted  Englilh  colours  in  the  town,  and  lent  fome  foldiers  on  board 
of  the  Ihip  which  was  taken  when  Madrals  Surrendered.  This  Ihip 
likewile  hoifted  Englifh  colours.  The  Ihip  from  the  fea,  deceived 
by  thefe  appearances,  (daft  anchor  near  the  prize,  which  immediately 
attacked  her,  but  in  li\  unlkilful  a  manner,  that  Paradis  apprehend¬ 
ing  the  prize  herfelf  whuld  betaken,  began  to  lire  from  the  batteries 
of  .the  town  upon  the  Englilh  Ihip,  which,  difeovering  bv  thefe  hoi- 
tilities  that  Madrafs  was) in  poffeffion  of  the  French,  weighed  her  an¬ 
chor,  and  went  ortt  of  tile  road  without  having  received  any  damage. 
In  January  another  Ihip)  from  England  came  to  an  anchor  before 
Madrafs:  the  French  immediately  fent,  by  a  filhing-ftoat,  a  letter 
written  in  Englilh,  pretending  that  the  town  was  inveftcu  by  the 
*  Moots, 
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Moors,  and  that  they  fliould  immediately  fend  boats  to  bring  on  Store 
the  treasure  and  the  loldicrs.  The  captain,  deceived  by  this  letter, 
as  well  as  by  the  flag  which  was  flying  in  the  town,  entertained  no 
fufpiciou,  and  permitted  the  boats  to  come  to  the  (hip  without  ett- 
amination.  A  number  of  ioldiers  were  concealed  in  them,  who  in 
the  lame  inftant  boarded  the  Ihip  from  different  quarters. .  The 
grcatcft  part  of  the  fhip’s  company  were  enfeebled  by  the  {curvy, 
and  thofe  who  were  capable  of  making  refiftance  were  lb  much  fer- 
prifed,  that  they  were  ealily  overpowered.  This  was  a  rich  prize, 
having  on  board  befides  merchandizes  60,000  pounds  fterling  in  bul¬ 
lion.  In  the  interval  another  of  the  compahyt’s  fhips  anchored  in 
the  road  of  Fort  St.  David,  where  the  governor  immediately  fent  off 
a  letter  to  the  captain,  acquainting  him  with  the  lofs  of  Madrafs,  of 
the  great  fuperiority  of  the  French  force  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel, 
and  of  the  diftrefl’es  to  which  the  fort  was  reduced  by  the  want  both 
of  men  and  money.  The  fliip  was,  as  ulual,  configned  to  the  go¬ 
vernor  and  council  of  Madrafs  ;  and  the  diftreffes  of  Fort  St.  David, 
inftead  of  inducing  the  captain  to  alfift  them,  only  fuggefted  to  him 
the  rilk  to  which  his  own  fortune  might  be  expoied,  by  landing  the 
company’s  treafure,  contrary  to  the  letter  of  his  inftruftions,  in  a  fet- 
tlement  threatened  with  fuch  imminent  danger:  he  therefore  refufed 
to  comply  with  the  requefl:  of  the  governor,  and  fet  fail  for  Bengal 
without  landing  the  foldiers,  or  any  part  of  the  cargo. '  Thefe  feiifter 
accidents  ferved  to  confirm  Mr.  Dupleix’s  affertions,  even  in  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  Englilh  themfelves,  that  their  fituution  was  growing 
defpfcrate,  when  at'laft,  on  the  19th  of  February,  the  Ihip  which 
had  efcaped  out  of  the  road  of  Madrafs  in  ‘November  came  from 
Ceylon,  and  landed  6o,oool.  in  filver,  together  with  20  recruits  for 
the  garrifon  :  the  money  was  a  very  importing  fupply  ;  for  the  trea¬ 
sury  of  Fort  St.  David  was  almofl:  exhaufteif.  when  the  (hip  arrived. 

The  French  army  appeared  in  fight  of  Foft  St.  David  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  2d  of  March  :  it  confifted  of  the  fame  troops  which  had 
been  routed  by  the  Moors  at  the  gardeu :  Imt  Mr  Dupleix  had  now 
prevailed  on  the  officers  to  receive  Mr.  Pafadis  for  their  commander. 
The  Engl'rfh  garrifon  marched  out,  with  thfee  field  pieces,  and  a  troop 
hcfrfe  compofed  chiefly  of  volunteers,  tc  prevent  the  French  from 
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crolfing  the  river  Pann-ar,  and  found  them  drawn  up  about  600  yards  1.74.7. 
on  the  other  fide  of  it :  they  cannonaded  one  another  during  the 
greateft  part  of  the  day;  and  in  the  evening,  part  of  the  French 
army  eroded  the  river,  out  of  the  reach  of  catmon-fhot,  to  the  weft- 
ward  :  the  hoi  fe  were  detached  to  reconnoitre  them,  and  returned 
with  the  lofs  of  two  men  killed  by  the  lire  of  the  French  Calfres; 
upon  which  all  the  troops  retreated  to  the  fort.  Of  the  Engliih 
12  men,  and  of  the  French,  22  were  killed  during  the  cannonade. 

Before  morning  the  whole  French  army  had  palled  the  river,  and 
taken  pofiellion  of  the  garden.  '  A  few  hours  afterwards  a  number 
of  Ihips  were  delcried  in  the  offing,  approaching  the  road  :  tbefe 
were  the  Engliih  fijuadron  from  Bengal.  The  French  no  fooner 
perceived  them  than  they  recrolled  the  river,  and  marched  back 
"with  great  precipitation  towards  Pondicherry. 

The  ftjuadron  had  been  reinforced  in  Bengal  by  the  arrival  of 
two  Ihips,  one  of  60  guns  and  the  other  of  40,  fent  from  England 
with  admiral  Griffin.  The  preficleney  of  Bengal  fent  in  the  fijua- 
dron  a  company  of  too  Europeans,  who  were  landed  as  loon  as  the 
Ihips  anchored;  and  Mr.  Griffin  likewile  went  on  fhore  with  150 
marines  and  500  (ailorsi  but  thefe  were  only  intended  to  be  a  tern- 
porary  augmentation  of  the  garrilbn.  The  Ihips  were  loon  after 
.Rationed  in  fig!.'  >  f  Pondicherry,  where  their  appearance  made  Mr. 
Dupleix  rtvvd1  1  lie.  French  army  into  the  town. 

In  the  i-’  ,  of  June,  a  reinforcement  of  100  Europeans,  200 
TopalTes,  and  »ot  Sep-  •>  1,  arrived  from  Bombay,  and  400  Sepoys 
from  the  Engliih  let-Jcment  of  Teliicherry :  150  l'oldiers  camC  like- 
wiie  in -the  company's  llvps  in  the  courfe  of  the  year  from  Europe. 

•In. September,  the  fipid-on  failed  to  Madtals,  and  their  boats  let 
fire  to  and  .’fllroyed,  v  tb  •  road,  the  Neptune  of  50  guns,  ore  of 
the  Ihips  of  Mr.  De  ia  .'fipuidonuais’s  lquadron,  which  had  remained 

Notwythii  audit'.;;  the  ipp> oach  or' the  ftormvmonfnon  in  October, 

'  Mr.  Griffin  t  ac.-f.'lued  tt  continue  with  the  Iquadroji  in  tight  of  Fort 
St.  David;  ibe  u  ttloon  began  and  continued  without  ally  violent 
hurricane;  but  the-  <srcftl  cx  was  notw  ithftanding  io  ftortny  that  only 
two  of  the  11. ms,  cue  of  which  was  the  admiral,  were  able  to  keep 
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ftations.  The  reft  made  fail  to  the  Bay  of  Trinconomalee  in  Cey¬ 
lon  ;  to  which  place  Mr.  Griffin  with  the  other  fhip  likewife  went  in 
December  to  take  in  wood  and  water,  and  returned  to  Fort  St.  David 
in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1748  with  all  the  fquadron,  excepting 
the  Medway.  This  ihip,  which  had  been  the  firft  caufe  of  the  Eng- 
lilh  difgraces  and  misfortunes  in  India,  was  in  fo  bad  a  condition,  that 
flie  was  foon  after  condemned  as  unfit  for  fervice  ;  the  had  been  hove 
down  at  Calcutta  in  Bengal,  but  her  leaks  had  not  been  thoroughly 
repaired. 

In  the  month  of  January  1 748,  Major  Lawrence  arrived  from  Eng¬ 
land  at  Fort  St.  David,  with  a  commiflion  to  command  all  the  Eaft 
India  company’s  forces  in  India.  At  this  time  intelligence  was  re¬ 
ceived  that  Mr.  Dupleix  was  preparing  to  make  another  attempt 
againft  Cuddalore  :  upon  which  the  Major  ordered  all  the  troops  at 
Fort  St.  David  to  form  a  camp  between  the  garden  and  the  river  Pan- 
nar.  Here  they  continued  fometime  ;  when  it  was  difeovered  that  the 
commander  of  the  Tellicherry  Sepoys,  a  Moor,  had  formed  a  defign 
to’defert  with  all  his  men  to  the  French,  in  the  firft  engagement  that 
fhould  happen.  This  difeovery  led  to  others.  It  was  found  that  an 
Indian,  who,  before  Madrals  was  loft,  had  a  died  as  interpreter  and 
agent  of  the  Englifh  governor  of  that  place,  carried  on  a  correlpon- 
dence  with  the  wife  of  Mr.  Dupleix  in  the  Malabar  language,  which 
file  underftood.  When  the  governor  was  removed  by  the  French  to 
Pondicherry,  this  man  accompanied  him  ;  and  Mrs.  D”p'eix,  .by  civi¬ 
lizes  and  promifes,  engaged  him  to  give  her  intell/gence  of  thetranf- 
aSions  of  the  Englilh  at  Fort  St.  David,  which  h  e  had  for  fome  time 
done  with  great  punctuality.  The  fadts  were  prbved  ;  andthe  traitor, 
with  another  Indian  his  accomplice,  was  hanged.  The  commander 
of  the  Tellicherry  Sepoys,  with  ten  other  officers  belonging  to  that 
bodv,  were  banilhed  to  the  ifland  of  St.  Helena?  where  feveral  of  them 
a  (lifted  one  another  in  putting  an  end  to  their  Kves,  rather  than  remain 
in  flaveryin  a  place,  of  which  the  fituation  jf'xcluded  them  from  all 
hopes  of  being  able  to  make  their  efcape  tojheir  native  country. 

The  four  French  (hips  which  failed  from  fl'ondkherry  in  February 
x  747,  left  Goa  and  the  coaft  of  Malabar  in  cjdto'oer,  and  failed  to  the 
ifland  of  Mauritius.  They  werehere  joined  threeothers,  one  of  50 
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and  two  of  40  guns,  fent  from  France.  The  two  40  gun  lhips  had 
been  in  India,  and  had  taken  an  Englilh  Half  India /hi])  in  fight  of 
the  illand  of  Bombav.  This  prize  would  have  been  very  confidcrable, 
had  not  the  vigilance  of  the  governor  of  the  illand  fined  the  fiver 
that  was  on  board,  by  fending  from  the  fhore  two  lilhmg-boats, 
which  brought  away  the  treafure,  whilft  the  fhip  was  defending 
itfelf  ngainfl  the  enemy. 

On  the  9th  of  June  at  night  the  Englifh  20  gun  fhip  returned  from 
a  ciuizc,  and  brought  intelligence  to  F'ort  St.  David,  that  fhe  had  dil- 
covered  (even  large  (hips  and  two  lmaller  veflcls  to  the  loath.  Thele 
were  the  French  lquadron  which  I'.ad  failed  from  Mauritius  in  the 
latter  end  of  April.  The  Englifh  ftjuadron,  lately  reinforced  by 
three:  (hips  from  England,  was  now  compolcd  of  three  (hips  of  do 
guns,  three  of  50,  tin  ce  of  40,  ami  one  of  20  guns.  Thefe  were  at 
anchor  in  the  road;  but  the  rudders  of  two  of  tire  40  gun  lhips  were 
unhung,  and  Mr.  Griffin  and  feveral  of  the  officers  were  on  fhorc, 
where  many  of  the  men  were  likewife,  in  the  hofpital. 

During  the  fouthern  raonfoon  the  wind  blows  conftantlv  from 
I  be  Imitn-wcfl  in  all  parts  of  the  Bay  of  Bengal,  except  at  the 
difhmcc  of  10  or  15  leagues  from  the  land;  and  here  it  generally 
changes  in  24  hours,  blowing  a  part  of  this  time  from  the  lea  at 
fouth-eaft,  a  ■  red  from  the  land  at  foutb-weft  :  the  land- 

wind  gen  -  t  midnight,  and  Ialts  till  noon,  hut  it  is 

not  a!  win  1  ■  :  >  interval;  lor  loine  days  it  continues  until 

times,  when  very  Itrong,  blows  for  three 
ruption.  'File  lea-wind  very  fcldom  con- 
."s,  and  is  generally- preceded  by  a  fhort  in- 
he  louthern  monlbon  the  currents,  as  well 
a,  driv  e  llrongly  to  the  north. 

.■-'hid  cannot  gain  way  to  the  fouth  ;  for  the 
wind  leldom  inclines  to  the  (sift  of  the  ii.uth- 
id-wind  often  veers  to  the  weft  point,  and 
100th  within  fight  of  the  coali,  (Lips  bound 
progrvls  during  this  wind,  ami  cither  drop 
■-  ground  if  they  are  near  (bore  when  (In: 
/  arc  at  lbme  diftaucc  tliov  continue  under 
N  ‘  fail. 
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ir  the  (bore,  where  they  are 
(find  as  foon  as  it  letsili. 
I»>  tuCiC  v[ici.muiis  a  iuiu  tout  (ads  well  lomcfunes  gets  ten  or 
rr.u-cu  rrulcs  to  tuc  louth  ill  a  (lav  but  it  is  not  uncommon  to  fee 
o  I  1  h  t  1  io  miles  to  the  iouthward. 

On  me  tom  ui  jiujc  at  mi  hour  and  a  half  after  noon  the  FretwS 
onii;.  u  eie  (line;  ned  in  the  imuli-eaft.  The  fea-wind  was  let  in,  and 
tl  e  i  d  1  I  ad  Fort  St.  David.  -The 

I  oi  L  r  ear  the  land  to  leeward, 

icmieieu  it  inijiolnblc  lor  them  to  eci  nearer  the  enemy  during. the 
fc?  1  f  I  t  11c  nmediaiely,  the  neareft 

count  mev  couid  nave  made  would  have  oeen  to  the  north-call  out 
to  feu,  and  tins  would  very  loon  have  earned  them  to  leeward  of 
Pondiche  rry.  Mr.  Griffin  therefore  detei  mined  not  to  weigh  an.-  ' 
chor  till  night,  when  the  land-wind  lhould  fet  in  :  in  the  interval  the 
men  on  fhore  were  ordered  to  join  their  Ihips.  At  four  in  the 'after¬ 
noon  the  French  fquadron,  being  within  three  leagues  of  the  road, 
altered  their  courfe,  and  plied  to  the  fouth-weft.  This  operation 
made  the  Englifh  believe  that  they  kept  to  windward  with  intention 
to  gain  Pondicherry  at  ail  events.  About  midnight  the  Englilh  put 
to  lea  with  the  land-wind,  endeavouring  to  keep  in  the  latitude  of 
Fort  St.  David;  and  in  the  morning  they  -Ihortencd  fail,  in  expec¬ 
tation  every  minute  of  feeing  the  enemy  again  to  the  louth  ;  but 
before  the  evening  they  fell  to  leeward  of  Pondicherry,  when  Mr. 
Griffin,  finding  his  expeffations  deceived,  made  fail  t  J  Madrafs,  where 
ne  arrived  the  next  evening,  and  found  no  French  (hips  in  tile  road. 

The  French  fquadron  was  commanded  by  Mr.  Bouvet,  governor 
of  the  ifie  of  Bourbon,  an  able  and  experienc'd  mariner.  He  had 
been  apprized,  at  the  French  fettlcmcnt  of  Karical,  of  the  luperior 
force  of  the  Englilh  :  his  operations,  when  in  jight  of  Fort  St.  David, 
were  defigned  to  make  the  Englilh  believe  that  he  intended  to  en- 
:  but  as  loon  SS  the  night  fet  in  he 
ding  all  the  ft  1  his  Ihips  could  carry, 
went"" away  to  Madrafs,  where  lie  arrived  thtj'next  morning  the  i  ith 
of  June,  and  immediately  landed  40®  foldie.s,  with  200,000  pounds 
in  liivep,  which  had  been  fent  from  France  tl  tfie  jfland  of  Mauritius 
4  ■!  for 
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fin  tne  Icrvice  of  Poiulichcrrv.  IlaviTxr  thus  eitctled  tnc  ddign  of 
lus  voyage,  he  put  out  to  tea  on  his  return  to  Mauritius  before  the  ' 
Luxlifh  iquadrou  appeared  in  light  of  Madrais. 

Mr.  Duplcix  perceiving  that  the  linghlh  iquadron  ha:l  tailed  to 
M  d  fs,  tioinuin  n  com  1  i  lefun  to  Foi'  St  Dt  id  in 
tome  (lavs,  determined  to  avail  Jnmieli  ot  their  aMcncc,  and  make 
anotaer  attack  upon  Cucdalore.  Eight  hundrea  Europeans,  with 
looo  faepoys,  marched  from  Pondicherry,  and  making  a  circuit  in¬ 
land,  arrived  on  the  1 7th  of  June  in  the  morning  within  three  miles 
of  Cuddalore,  at  the  hills  of  Bandapolam.  ■  Here  they  halted  during 
the  day,  and  intended  at  night  to  attack  Cuddalore  by  furprize. 

Major  Lawrence  receiving  intelligence  of  this  defign,  ordered  the 
garrilbit  to  march  and  the  cannon  to  be  removed  to  Fort  St.  David, 
intending  by  this  operation  to  make  the  French  believe  that  he  did 
not  think  the  place  tenable.  As  loon  as  night  came  on,  the  garrilbn, 
augmented  to  the  number  of  400  Europeans,  together  with  the 
cannon,  were  fent  back  to  Cuddalore,  with  the  precautions  necelTary 
to  prevent  the  enemy  from  receiving  intelligence  of  their  return. 
The  ftrntagem  fucceeded. 

At  midnight  the  French  advanced  with  fcaling  ladders,  which 
they  no  fooner  began  to  apply  to  the  walls  than  they  received  the  fire 
of  all  the  mu'!--*  r  .  the  ramparts,  together  with  that  of  four 
or  five  pc  .v  loaded  with  grape-fliot.  This  unexpected 

refiftanc;  T  ,!e  body,  officers  as  well  as  foldiers,  with  a 

panic.  ->•"  n  Hung  away  their  arms  without  firing  a 

fhot:  bu<  e  1 !  ’•  .1  •  hi  of  their  flight  prevented  the  Eugliih  fire 

from  doi  ..  ..  ;  on  amongil  thgm  :  nor  did  their  fears  quit 

them  wb.-  v ■  .  ■  e  place  of  their  encampment ;  for  expeft- 

larched  on  without  halting  until  they  came 


0  the  hr  , 
It  was 


.  that  Mr.  Dupleix  had,  with  great  activity, 
r  difpofitions  to  refift  an  armament  bound 
!,  •  the  command  of  admiral  Botcawcn,  of 
.nch  at  Pondicherry,  as  well  as  the  Englifh 
eived  intelligence.  This  armament  con- 
ms,  one  of  64,  two  of  60,  two  of  to,  one 
N  2  "  of 
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i  bomb  ketch  with  her  tender,  and  an 
eu  to  the  navy  ot  Finland  ;  and  It  of 
ps  were  likevvife  employed  to  tranlpori 


xd  t. 


her,  and  the  greateft  part 
arrived  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  the  latter  end  of  March,,  but  five 
fliips  not  until  the  15th  of  April.  They  were  joined  at  the  Cape 
by  fix  Imps  belonging  to  the  Dutch  Ifaft  India  company,  on  board 
of  which  were  400  IblJicrs.  The  troops  having  been  landed  to  re- 
frefh,  were  all  reimbarked  before  the  26th  of  April,  when  it  was 
intended  to  fail ;  but  contrary  winds  and  weather  detained  the  fleet 
until  the  Oth  of  May,  when  they  left  the  Cape,  bound  to  the  illand 
of  P.'Iauritius,  which  Mr.  Bofcawen  was  ordered  to  attack  in  his  way 
to  the  coaft  of  Coromandel. 

The  Portuguefe  in  their  firft  navigations  to  India,  difeovered  three 
ifiands,  lying  to  the' caft ward  of  Madagaicar,  between  the  19th  and 
20th  degree  of  latitude.  The  moll:  weftern  of  thefe,  from  the  name 
of  the  perfon  who  difeovered  it,  they  called  Mafcarenhas  ;  but  the 
French,  when  they  took  pofleflion  of  it  in  1675,  gave  it  the  name  of 
Bourbon,  which  now  prevails.  The  eaftern  Illand  the  Portuguefe 
called  Diego  Keys  ;  which  name  it  retains  to  this  day  ;  and  that  be¬ 
tween  Bourbon  and  Diego  Revs  they  called  Cerne,  probably  from  a 
fuppofition  that  it  was  the  Cerne  of  the  ancients.  The  Dutch,  when 
they  made  this  a  flat  ion  of  refrelhment  for  their  Ihips  coming  frpm 
India,  called  it  Mauritius  :  the  French,  when  they  t-MA  ^  Fon  of 
it  the  beginning  of  the  prelent  century,  named  it  ,the  Ifle  ot  France  ; 
but  this  appellation  has  prevailed  only  amonglj  ,‘nemfelves,  the  other 
Europeans  Hill  calling  it  Mauritius. 

The  Portuguefe  found  on  thel'e  ifiands  nei^  .ier  men  nor  any  four- 
footed  animals,  excepting  land-tortoifes,  but  gjsat  flocks  of  paroquets, 
doves,  and  lea-fowls  ;  and  the  fea  abounds  wl'.h  fifh  of  various  kinds, 
and  with  great  numbers  of  turtle. 

The  illand  of  Bourbon  is  60  miles  in  length  from  north  to  fouth, 
and  45  in  breadth  from  eaft  to  weft.  It  K?s  no  port;  and  *>'<■  only 
part  where  boats  can  land  is  in  the  road  of  S'.  Paul  to  the  north-weft. 
It  has  no  plains,  the  whole  being  either  hil  s  oy  ealy  alee?.:  "r  fteep 
r  (  j  mouu- 
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mountains  .fcparatcd  by  narrow  vallies.  Tliele  mountains  continue 
mini  one  above  another  from  the  fea  court  to  the  middle  of  the  ifland  ; 
to  that  in  whatever  view  it  is  lecn  at  a  diftance,  it  appears  one  convex 
Iv.rtace  riling  out  of  the  fea.  The  French  took  poflelTion  of  it  in  the 
year  1 66  y,  anil  finding  the  (oil  rich,  cultivated  it  with  great  affiduitv  ; 
it  now  produces  wheat,  and  mod  of  the  garden  vegetables  of  Europe, 
as  well  as  thole  of  India*  with  many  fruits  peculiar  to  both  climates  : 
the  mango,  China  orange,  and  peach,  grow  in  great  plenty  and  in 
great  perfection.  But  the  principal  orbed  of  their  agriculture,  and 
iviu:  lias  rendered  the  ifland  of  importance  in  their  commerce,  is  the 
cultivation  of  the  coifce-tree,  of  which  they  brought  the  plants  from 
lteit-ul  I'akih  in*  Arabia  ;  and  thefc  have  thriven  lb  well,  that  the 
illaud  now  produces  2000  tons  of  coffee  every  year.  The  cultivation 
.  of  this  tree,  as  well  as  moft  other  fervices  of  toil,  are  performed  by 
Cadre  (laves  brought  from  Africa  and  Madagaicar.  The  French 
have  a  breed  of  horles,  which,  though  fmall,  are  efteemed  for  their 
hardinels ;  and  they  have  reared  beeves,  goats,  lheep,  and  hogs,  in 
i'utticient  quantities  to  l'opply  the  wants  of  the  inhabitants,  although 
not  in  (itch  plenty  as  to  furnilh  provilion  for  their  (hipping  ;  but  this 
ncglcd  leenis  to  have  arilen  from  the  facility  and  cheapnel's  where¬ 
with  thefe  and  other  provifions  may  be  procured  from  the  weftern  fide 
of  Madagascar,  where  they  have  fettlements.  Several  families  fiom 
France  efta'-'"*  nnfelves  here  (bon  after  the  French  took  puflefi- 
fiun  .  .  icm  arc  dciceniled  the  prefent  inhabit  ants,  who 

are  11  .  :  the  number  of  4000,  of  which  1000  are  men 

capabj  .  '  -.s  :  tliele  have  not  degenerated  from  their  an- 

ccftors.  .  ;  ary  are  a  race  fo  remarkable  for  ftaturc  and 

proport  a  ’■  health  and  ftrength,  that  they  equal,  if  not 

exceed  1  q  the  moil  athletic  of  the  European  nations. 

They  are  .  -f  Europeans  effablilhed  within  the  tropics 

which  ha\  •  .  '  ;  1  •  b  advantages. 

The  ini.  >  .......  '*  ■  1  :  ‘ng  from  the  want  of  a  pert  at  Bourbon, 

induced  rhe  ■  nnfluflion  of  Mauritius.  This  ifland  ex- 

tends  "d  -ut  •  pth  from  north  rn  ionth,  and  about  40 

from  weft  to  •  u  1.  ■  irth-eaftern  quarter  is  a  plain  extend- 
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iog  about  Lcn  m;!;:',  flotn  eafl  to  weft,  and  in  fome  places  five  miles 
.m-j.inu  f.uiu  tlie  nnithoru  coaft.  All  the  reft  of  the  ifland  is  full  of 
1  1  on  u  in  ,  It  mg  lo  near  to  one  another  that  the  iil-  1 

t  !  ncm,  mfk-ad  of  vail  ids,  form  only  beds  of  torrents ; 

1  t  !  oaked  with  vale  fragments  of  ftonc  torn  from  the 

jock  alior  e.  ihciumm.ts  or  tilde  mountains  are  covered  with 
I  I  )  md  other  tarire  trees,  and  the  ground  under  the 

inane  or  me  trees  produces  tier: (hrubs,  and  plants  of  various 
forts,  from  the  common  girds  to  me  ftrongeft  thorn,  in  fuch  pro- 
fufion  that  they  form  a  thicket  lo  cloieiy  interwoven,  that  a  ftep 
cannot  be  made,  but  with  the  hatchet  in  hand.  Many  plantations 
have  been  railed  with  fuccels  on  thefs  mountains,  and  tome  improve¬ 
ments  made  oil  the  plain  to  the  north-eaft ;  hut  the  produtlions,  altho’ 
mollly  of  the  lame  kind,  are  in  lei's  quantity,  and  in  lefs  perfection 
than  at  Bourbon  :  it  produces  no  coffee  ;  but,  by  the  induftry  of  M. 
De  la  Bourdonnais,  fugar,  indigo,  and  cotton,  which  are  not  at  Bour¬ 
bon,'  were  cultivated  herewith  fuccels;  and  although  thefe  plan¬ 
tations  have  been  much  neglefted  fince  his  departure,  they  may  at 
any  time  be  recovered.  They  are  at  this  time  endeavouring  to  culti¬ 
vate  the  genuine  cinnamon,  from  plants  procured  at  Ceylon  ;  but 
thefe,  if  thev  do  not  peiifti,  will  in  all  probability,  from  the  difference 
of  foil  aud  climate,  greatly  degenerate.  Iron  mines  have  been  dif- 
covered  in  the  mountains,  near  the  plain  to  the  north-eaft  ;  and,  the 
mountains  fuppl ying  great  quantities  of  fuel,  forges  have  been  ereCled  ; 
but  the  iron  produced  is  brittle,  and  is  made  inf  cannon-balls  and 
{hells  for  mortars.  Beeves,  fheep,  and  goats,''  are  preferved  with 
o-reat  difficulty  the  beeves  generally  die  before  they  have  been  a 
year  in  the  ifland,  and  are  therefore  frequency  imported  from  Ma- 
daoafcar  and  other  parts.  Common  domett  c  fowls  breed  in  great 
plenty ;  which,  with  fifh  and  turtle,  furuifli  a/ great  part  of  the  food  of 
the  European  inhabitants  ;  who  have  multif  lied  very  little  by  marri- 
np-e,  moil  of  them -being  natives  of  France.'1  Their  Caft're  flaves  arc. 
fubjeft  to  great  mortalities  from  the  fmdl-f  iox'and  other  epidemical 
diffempers. 

Mauritius  has  two  ports,  one  on  the  fWi-eaft  coaft,  and  the  other 
on  fhq  north-weft.  The  trade-wind  from  the  fcath-eaft  blows  in  thefe 
i  latitudes 


Book  I. 


latitudes  all  the  year  round,  excepting  for  a  fety  days  at  the  Cummer  J  7 4 f? . 
folfticc,  when  ’t  is  interrupted  by  hard  gaits  and  hurricanes  from  the  ' 
north.  The  facility  with  which  this  wind  enables  ftiips  to  enter  the 
louth-caft  port,  Induced  the  French,  when  they  fir  ft  took  pofte'lion  of 
the  ifland,  to  give  the  preference  to  this  harhour  ;  but  on  finding  that 
the  fiunc  wind  often  rendered  the  pafl'age  out  fo  difficult  that  a  fhi]>  was 
fometimes  obliged  to  wait  a  fortnight  before  file  could  put  to  lea,  thc-y 
left  it,  and  have  eder  fince  made  ufe  of  the  other  harbour.  This  lies 
nearl)  in  the  middle  of  the  north  fide  of  the  ifland  ;  and  its  entrance  is 
through  a  channel  formed  by  two  lhoals,  which  advance  about  a  mile 
into  the  lea.  When  a  Ihip  arrives  feppofite  to  this  channel,  the  fouth- 
eaft  wind  hinders  her  from  entering  the  port  under  fail ;  and  Che  muft 
either  warp  in  with  cables,  or  be  towed  in  by  boats:  the  neceCfity  of 
"this  operation,  joined  to  the  narrownefs  of  the  channel,  which  does 
not  afford  paffage  for  two  Chips  a-breaft,  is  one  of  the  greateft  difficul¬ 
ties  an  enemy  would  meet  with  in  attacking  the  harbour ;  for  although 
there  are  two  forts,  and  as  many  batteries,  which  command  the  chan¬ 
nel,  yet  thefe  might  eafily  be  reduced,  if  fhips  of  force  could  approach 
them  under  fail.  This  port  is  capable  of  containing  roo  fail,  and  is 
provided  with  all  the  necelfaries  for  repairing  and  even  for  building 
of  lhips.  The  entrance  of  the  fouth-caft  port  is  defended  by  batteries; 

e  would  meet  with  great  difficulties  in  palling 
u  -  •  :r  parts  of  the  ifland.  There  are  fe- 
.  -tli-eaft  extremity  and  the  north  port, 
i.  ■  'hefe  acceflcs  are  defended  by  batteries, 

:  w  is  a  continued  thicket  1  the  reft  oT  the 
-t  French,  relying  on  the  difficulties  of 
lade  no  fortifications  in  any  part  of  the 
i  of  an  enemy  when  landed.. 

'  goReys  is  27  miles:  it  is  full  of  rocks, 

<■'  rs  of  Iand-tortoiics  cf  a  \ery  large  fize,. 

Tut  food:  here  the  French  keep  a  detach¬ 
er', -loved  in  catching  thcle  animals  for  the 
md  this  is  the  principal  ule  they  make 
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The  fouili-cafi  trade-wind  obliges  all  (hips  bound  to  thefe  iflsftlds 
!o  approach  them  from  the  call.  The  paflage  from  Diego  Rey#  to 
Mauritius  is  performed  in  two  days,  and  from  Mauritius  to  Bour¬ 
bon  in  one  ;  but  it  requires  near  a  month  to  go  from  Bourbon  either 
to  Mauritius  or  Diego  Revs :  from  April  to  O6tobcr  thevoyage  from 
Mauritius  to  the  con  It  of  Coromandel  is  eafily  performed  in  a  month. 
Thefe  iflands  being  out  of  the  track  of  common  intelligence,  a  large 
armament,  lent  in  detail  from  Fiance,  may  rendezvous  in  the  port 
of  Mauritius,  and  from  thence  arrive  in  India  before  any  intelligence 
is  received  there  either  of  its  ftrength  or  deftination  :  hence  it  is  evi¬ 
dent,  that,  if  we  have  any  regard  frr  our  fettlcments  in.  India,  the  re¬ 
duction  of  this  place  ought  to  be  one  of  the  firft  objects  of  our  atten¬ 
tion  in  the  beginning  of  a  war  with  France;  The  pofleffion  of 
Mauritius  would  probably  be  followed  by.  the  voluntary  fubmiffion  of 
Bourbon,  or  would  certainly  render  it  of  no  ufe  to  the  French  for  the 
purpofes  of  war. 

The  fleet  was  thirty-five  day's  in  its  paflage  from  the  Cape  of  Cood 
I  lope  to  Mauritius,  and  came  in  fight  of  the  eaftern  coaft  on  the  23d 
of  June  at  day-break.  Three  of  the  Dutch  (hips  were  miffing,  having 
feparated  from  the  rc-ft  in  bad  weather.  As  loon  as  the  (hips  came 
to  the  north-eaft  point  of  the  ifland,  they  proceeded  along  the  north¬ 
ern  coaft  in  a  line  of  battle  a-head,  the  men  of  war  leading,  and 
the  company’s  (hips  following  them  ;  and  before  night  they  had  ad¬ 
vanced  within  two  leagues  of  the  port,  and  came  to^anchor  in  a 
Kind  of  bay  lying  between  the  mouths  of  two  f  nail  rivers.  They 
had  hitherto  difeovered  only  two  places  along  the  fhore  where  the 
iinoothnefs  of  the  water  teemed  to  indicate  i'  poffibility  of  making  a 
defeent,  and  each  was  defended  by  a  falcine  ba.tery  of  fix  guns,  .which 
fired  on  the  flfips  as  they  patted:  all  the  rjft  of  the  (hore  was  de¬ 
fended  by  rocks  and  breakers. 

.The  next  morning  the  French  began  b  fire  upon  the  fquadron 
from  two  other  fafeine  batteries  raifed  at  the  <  ntrance  of  the  two  rivers 
between  which  it  was  at  anchor,  and  the  ft  e  was  returned  from  one 
of  the  50  gun  drips,  but  with  very  little  execution  on  either  fide. 

Mr.  Bolcawcn  now  ordered  the  iloop  to  i  rconnoitre  the  coaft  quite 
up  to'the  port ;  and  the  reported,  on  her  reti  h,‘  that  (he  had  been  fired 
i  ■  upon 
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upon  by  eight  different  batteries  planted  along  the  (bore,  as  well  as 
from  the  forts  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  where  a  large  Ihlp  of 
two  tiers  lay  at  anchor,  with  her  broadfide  aerofs  it ;  and  that  there 
were  twelve  other  thips  at  anchor  within  the  harbour,  four  of  which 
were  of  force,  and  equipped  for  lervice.  As  foon  as  it  was  dark  the 
barges  of  the  fix  line  of  battle  thips  were  lent  to  found,  and  on  then- 
return  reported  that  a  reef  of  rocks  ran  all  along  about  20  yards 
from  the  ffiore,  which  rendered  it  impoflihle  for  boats  to  land,  except 
at  the  entrance  of  the  rivers  ovcr-againtl  which  the  fleet  was  ut 
anchor,  or  at  the  harbour  itfclf :  here  they  had  difeovered,  that  the 
channel  leading  into  it  was  not  more  than  100  fathom  wide,  and 
that  this  entrance  would  be  fubjefi  to  the  greateft  difficulties  by  the 
oppcilition  of  the  (buth-eafl  wind.  Upon  receiving  this  intelligence, 
the.  admiral  called  a  council  of  war,  compofed  of  the  principal  land 
and  fea  officers,  and  it  was  sefolvcd,  that,  as  they  were  ignorant  of 
the  ftrength  of  the  enemy,  three  armed  boats  Ihould  be  lent  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  land  in  the  night,  and  take  by  liirprize  a  mail  from  the 
ffiorc,  from  whom  intelligence  might  probably  be  obtained  :  this  was 
attempted,  but  in  vain.  The  next  morning,  the  25th  of  June,  the 
council  of  war  aflcmblecl  again,  and  were  of  opinion,  that  although 
liifficient  to  reduce  the  ifland,  yet  the  attack,  and  the 
’  'A-,  would  not  only  retard,  but  might  proba- 

1  undertaking  the  liege  of  Pondicherry, 

.  ■ . .  dandled  to  confider  as  the  principal  ob- 

as  therefore  relulved  to  proceed  to  the 
t  delav,  that  the  Iquadron  might  arrive 
■  e  change  of  the  montoon  in  Oflober. 
u  ;  have  been  reduced,  if  the  conqueft  of 
1  :,ict  of  the  armament  ;  for  the  w  hole  of 

n!  r-.v  r  ;  ia,  ryoo  Caflreflavcs  on  whole  lervice 
id  little  reliance,  and  1000  tailors  b c- 

i  the  northern  harbour,  it  would  indeed 

i  with  thips  working  againtl  a  contrary 
1  nd  expofed  without  rcfiftauce  tO(  the 
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8.  fire  of  the  enemy’s  (hips  and  batteries.  But  it  has  been  difcotrpred 
that  the  fouth-caft  M  tiul  generally  blows  with  lead  ftrength  about 
fun-rife  ;  and  it  alfo  happens,  on  four  or  five  days  at  intervals  in  tile 
courfe  of  a  month,  that  early  in  the  morning  this  wind  ceafes  iii  the 
northern  part  of  the  ifland  for  an  hour  or  two,  when  a  breeze  riles, 
although  faintly,  from  the  north-weft:  during  which  a  (hip  fta- 
iioned  at  the  entrance  of  the  channel,  to  avail  herfelf  of  this  breeze, 
may  enter  the  harbour  and  plv  her  cannon  under  fail. 

The  fleet  left  the  ifland  the  27th  of  June,  when  the  Dutch  (hips, 
notv  joined  by  one  of  their  comrades  which  had  parted  company 
during  the  paftage,  quitted  the  Englilh,  and  failed  away  for  Batavia; 
and  Mr.  Bolcawen  fleered  for  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  by  the 
ncareft  paftage,  between  the  iflands  and  (hoals  that  lie  to  the  north 
of  Mauritius  ;  he  arrived  on  the  29th  of  July  at  Fort  St.  David, 
where  he  found  the  fquadron  under  Admiral  Griffin,  who  religned 
the  command  to  him,  and  . a  few  days  after  proceeded,  with  a  fixty- 
gun  drip  and  two  frigates  to  Trinconomaly,  from  whence  in  the 
month  of  January  he  let  fail  with  them  to  England. 

The  jundliou  of  the  two  fquadrons  formed  the  greateft  marine  force 
belonging  to  any  one  European  nation  that  had  ever  been  feen  to¬ 
gether  in  the  Eaft  Indies  ;  for  it  confided  of  more  than  30  (hips,  none 
of  which  were  of  lefs  than  500  tons  burden,  and  13  of  them  men  of 
war  of  the  line.  Every  perfon  attached  to  the  Englifh  caufe,  who  be¬ 
held  this  formidable  force,  was  .elated  with  joy,  from  expeflatio^  of 
its  fuccefs  ;  and  no  one  doubted  that  the  lots  of  Midi  .us  would  be  re¬ 
venged  by  the  capture  of  Pondicherry.  Preparations  had  been  made, 
at  Fort  St.  David  to  enable  Mr.  Bofcawen  to,p'roceed  to  addon  with¬ 
out  delav;  and  on  the  8th  of  Auguft  the  arriy  began  to  march. 

Twelve,  independent  companies  of  too  njfcn  each,  800  marines  be¬ 
longing  to  the.  (hips,  with  80  artillery-mah,  compofed  the  regular, 
troops  in  the  king’s  fervice:  the  company’s/troops  confided  of  a  bat¬ 
talion  of  750  men,  of  which  300  were  Thpaffes,  together  with  70. 
artillery-men:  the  Dutch  at  Negapatam  fq.it  a  reinforcement  of  120; 
Europeans  :  and  there  were  on  board  the/ (hips,  ready  to  be  landed, 
1000*  feameu,  who  liad  been  taught  the  [manual  exercife  at  fea :  in 
all  3720  Europeans,  and  300  Topafles,  tb  which  were  joined  about 
■*  !  v  200Q 
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2000  Sepoys,  paid  by  the  company,  who  as  yet  wefe  fcarcely  better  1 748. 
difcipiined  than  common  Peons.  Tim  Nabob  An’w^r-odean,  ftill 
changing  fides,  as  he  found  the  French  or  Engliib  affairs  gaining  the 
advantage,  promifed  to  fend  a  body  of  2000  horfe,  but  only  .300  came, 
and  they  towards  the  end  of  the  fiege.  The  heavy  cannon  and  the 
cumbrous  ftores  were  laden  on  board  the  fhips,  which  proceeded  before 
the  army,  and  anchored  two  miles  to  the  fouth  of  Pondicherry. 

The  company’s  agents  at  Fort  St.  David  had  gained  very  little  in¬ 
telligence  neceffary  to  diredt  Mr.  Bofcawen  in  his  operations ;  for 
when  the  army  approaching  near  the  bounds  of  Pondicherry,  came  in 
light  of  the  fort  of  Ariancopang,  there  was  no  perfon  who  could  give  a 
defcription  of  the  place  :  however,  it  was  determined  that  it  Ihoulcl  be 
taken  before  the  army  proceeded  any  farther.  An  engineer  of  the 
’company’s  troops  was  ordered  to  reconnoitre  it,  but  was  afraid  to  go 
near  enough  to  make  certain  obfervations  :  he  however  reported  that 
the  fort  itfelf  was  of  little  lirength,  but  that  it  was  covered  by  an  en¬ 
trenchment.  A  deferter  likewife  reported  that  it  was  garrifoned  only 
by  1 00  Sepoys:  on  which  Mr. -Bofcawen  determined  to  ftorm  the 
place.  Accordingly  a  detachment  of  700  men  marched  at  day-break 
againft  the  eaft  fide  of  the  fort  to  attack  what  they  iuppofed  the  en¬ 
trenchment,  which  on  a  nearer  approach  they  difcovered  to  be  a  heap 
of  ruins;  they  likewife  perceived  that  the  fort  itfelf  was  a  triangle 
regularly  fortified  with  three  cavaliers,  a  deep  dry  ditch  full  of  pit- 
Aalls,  and  a  covered  way;  Thefe  works  were  fufficient  to  protedl 
the  place  from  aTsdden  onfct,  even  had  it  been  only  garrifoned  as  the 
deferter  had  reportAl ;  inftcad  of  which  it  rvas  defended  by  io@  Eu¬ 
ropeans  and  300  Sepoys,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Law,  an 
adtive  officer.  The  Engliih  troops  were  immediately  a  flailed  from 
the  walls,  with  muffieVy  and  grape-idiot;  and  although  they  had 
brought  no  fcaling-ladcprs,  the  fear  of  fhame  kept  them  in  reach  of 
the  enemy’s  fire,  until  1150  were  either  killed  or  wounded.  Major 
C cohere,  the  rooft  experienced  officer  of  the  king’s  troops,  was 
mortally  wounded  in  tlvs  attack. 

This  blundering  difaljcr  great! v  affetded  the  /pirns  of  toe  n-r-i 
,  However,  it  was  determined  to  perfift  in  re  a  j  1 
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landed  from  thethips.  The  French,  knowing  the  advantage  of  gain¬ 
ing. time  at  this  feafon  of  the  year,  prudently  determined  to  defend 
the  fort  as  long  as  poffible.  On  the  oppotite  fide  of  the  river  which 
runs  to  the  north,  and  dole  by  the  tort  of  Ariancopang,  they  e reded 
a  batter;  oi  heavy  cannon  to  cblliuft  and  enfilade  the  approaches  to 
the  fort.  The  Engliffi  engineers  cre&ed  a  battery  in  the  plain  on 
the  fouth  fide  of  the  river,  to  oppofe  and  filence  that  of  the  enemy-; 
but  tlich  was  their  neglecl  in  reconnoitring,  or  their  want  of  fkiU  in 
their  art,  that  when  at  day-break  they  opened  the  battery,  aloft  of 
the  guns  were  found  to  be  intercepted  from  the  fight  of  the  enemy’s 
by  a  thick  wood.  The  artillery  officers  now  offered  their  fervice  to 
ereit  another,  which  they  compleated  with  iufficient  tkill  before.the 
next  morning  :  and  for  greater  fecurity,  threw  up  before  it  an  en¬ 
trenchment,  in  which  a  large  detachment,  confifhng  of  foldiers  and 
failors,  was  polled.  At  day-break  the  battery  began  to  {day  on  that 
of  the  enemy,  and  the  fire  was  continued  for  fome  time  on  both  tides, 
with  little  execution  done  on  either.  Betides  the  troops  within  the 
fort,  a-  body  of  60  European  cavalry  encamped  without  the  walls. 
This  cavalry,  fupported  by  infantry,  advanced  to  the  entrenchment 
where  the  failors  were  potted,  who  ttruck  with  confternation  at  their 
appearance, 'took  flight,  and  communicated  their  panic  to  the  regular 
troops.  The  French  cavalry  pnrfued  them  to  the  battery,  by  the  tire 
of  which  they  were,  however,  foon  repulfed.  Major  Lawrence  com¬ 
manded  this  . day  in  the  entrenchment,  and  rather  than  oarticipaje  of 
..he  ignominy  of  taking  flight  with  the  troops,  regained  there  with 
two  or  three  officers  :  he  was  difarmed,  and  obligfkl  to  furrender  Iiim- 
felf  prifoner  to  a  French  trooper,  who  knowtag,  it  is  probable,  the 
value  of  his  prize,  immediately  hurried  him  a  A  ay  by  the  fide  of  his 
horle  to  Ariancopang. 

The  fame  clay  a  large  quantity  of  gunpowddr  taking  fire  in  the  ene¬ 
my’s  battery^  blew  it  up,  and  near  ioo  men  vj  ere  either  killed  or  dis¬ 
abled  by  the  explofion.  This  difatler  tlruck  fuch  a  terror  amongft 
thofe  who  remained  in  the  fort,  that  fome  hours  after  they  fet  fire  to 
the  chambers  with  which  they  had  undermined  the  fortifications,  and 
blew  up  the  greateft  part  of  the  walls  and  cavaliers,  and  then  marched 
away  with  great  precipitation  to  Pondicherry :  as  foon  as  the  Eng- 
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lifh  faw  the  explofion,  they  marched  up  and  took  poffeflion  of  the 
ruins.  Thus  fortunately  delivered,  the  army  did  not  immediately 
proceed  to-  Pondicherry,  but  remained  five  days  longer  at  Arianco- 
pang,  employed  in  repairing  the  fort,  in  which  it.was  determined  to 
leave  a  garrifon ;  for  it  was  apprehended,  that  during  the  fiege  a  de¬ 
tachment  of  the  enemy’s  troops  might  again  take  pofieffion  of  it,  and 
from  hence  be  enabled  to  intercept  convoys,  or  harrafs  the  army. 

The  town  of  Pondicherry  was  fituated  about  70  yards  from  the 
fea-Ihore  :  its  extent  within  the  Walls  was  a  little  more  than  a  mile 
from  north  to  louth,  and  about  1100  yards  from  eaft  to  weft:  it 
was  fortified  on  the  three  fides  to  the  land  with  a  wall  and  rampart, 
flanked  by  eleven  baftions  ;  and  two  half-baftions  were  at  the  north 
and  louth  extremities  neareft  the  fea  :  thefe  works  were  furrounded 
’  by  a  ditch,  and  an  imperfect  glacis.  The  eaftern  fide  was  defended 
by  feveral  low  batteries,  capable  of  mounting  1 00  pieces  of  cannon, 
which  commanded  the  road ;  and  within  the  town  was  built  a  cita¬ 
del,  too  fmall  to  make  a  long  defence.  The  greateft  part  of  the 
ground  lying  round  the'  town  was  inclofed,  at  the  diftauce  of  a  mile 
from  the  walls,  by  a  hedge  of  large  aloes  and  other  thorny  plants  pe¬ 
culiar  to  the  country,  intermixed  with  great  numbers  of  coco-nut 
and  palm-trees,  which  altogether  formed  a  defence  impenetrable  to 
cavalry,  and.  of  very  difficult  paffage  to  infantry  :  this  inclofure  began 
at  the  norths  dole  by  the  fea-lhore,  and  continued  five  miles  and  a 
half,  defcrihmoga  large  fegment  of  a  femi-circle,  until  it  joined  the 
river  of  Ariancopxng  to  the  fouth,  at  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from 
the  fea-lhore,  and  id  this  part  the  courle  of  the  river  ferved  to'com- 
pleat  the  line  of  defence.  There  were  five  roads  leading  from  the 
town  into  the  adjacent  country,  and  at  each  of  the  openings  in  the 
hedge  was  built  a  redoubt  mounted  with  cannon.  It  is  probable  that 
the  hedge,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  was  intended  to  be  a  defence 
againll-fudden  incurfioi  s,  marked  the  limits  of  the  territory  conceded 
by  file  prince  of  the  country  to  the  French,  when  they  firft  eftablilhed 

•  themfclves  at  Pondicherry ;  and  hence  obtained  the  name  of  the 
Bound-hedge. 

J  On  the  26th  of  Auguft  the  army  marched  from  Ariancopang,  and 
took  poffeflion  of  the  village  of  Oulgaiy,  lying  about  two  miles  from 

the 


the  South- weft  part  of  the  town.  From  hence  a  detachment  was  fent 
the  lame  day  to  attack  the  north-weft  redoubt  of  the  bound-hedge, 
which  the  enemy  abandoned  without  refiftance,  notwithstanding  it 
was  capable  of  making  a  defence  that  would  have  coft  the  Englifh 
many  lives,  had  they  been  obliged  to  ftorm  it.  The  garrilons  in  all 
the  other  redoubts  were  loon  after  withdrawn. 

By  the  advice  of  the  engineers,  it  was  determined  to  attack  the  town 
on  the  north-weft  fide  ;  and,  to  facilitate  the  communication  between 
the  fleet  and  the  camp,  the  Ihips  were  ftationed  to  the  North  of  the 

Oil  the  30th  of  Auguft  at  night  the  army  opened  ground,  at  the  dis¬ 
tance  of  1500  yards  from  the  walls  :  by  this  the  engineers  Ihewed 
fhemfelves  little  Ikilled  in  their  art ;  for  it  -is  the  general  pradtice  in 
lieges,  to  make  the  ftrft  parallel  within  800  yards  of  the  covered  way. ' 
In  the  morning  a  detachment  of  1 50  men,  from  the  trench  firft 
thrown  up',  were  ordered  to  lodge  themfelves  about  100  yards  nearer 
the  town,  and  being  Supplied  with  working  tools,  Soon  covered  them¬ 
felves  'from  the  fire  of  the  enemy’s  cannon.  About  noon  500  Euro¬ 
peans  and  700  Sepoys  {allied  from  the  town  under- the  command  of 
Paradis,  and  attacked  both  trenches  at  the  fame  time  :  they  were  re¬ 
pelled  at  both,  and  loft  100  men,  and  Seven  officers ;  amongft  the  latter 
their  commander  Paradis.  Enfign  Clive  diftinguilhed  himfelf  with 
much  gallantry  in  the  defence  of  the  advanced  trench  ;  of  which  we 
do  not  repeat  the  delcription  publifhed  in  our  firft  edition  of  this  work, 
becaule  we  are  informed,  that  that  description  is /cry  erroneous. 

TJ>e  .approaches  were  continued,  but  carried  f\\  very  flowly,  from 
a  want  of  experience  in  Such  operations.  TjVo  batteries  ot  three 
guns  were  raifed  within  x  200  yards  of  the  town,  to  check  any  future 
Sallies.  When  the  army  firft  opened  ground’,  the  bomb-ketch  was 
ordered  to  bombard  the  citadel  night  and  day(:  burin  a  very  few  days 
the  enemy  began  to  bombard  her,  and  got  her  diftance  fo  exaftly,  that 
one  of  their  Shells  ftaved  the  boat  aftern,  and  another  threw -the 
water  in  upon  her  decks ;  after  which  Ihe  kept  out  of  the  reach  of 
the  enemy’s  mortars  in  the  day-time,  and  only  bombarded  in  the 
night.  Parties  fallied  at  Several  times,  and  attacked  the  detachments 
whicho  efcorted  the  ftores  and  cannon  from  the  Ihips  to  the  camp  ; 
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and  one  day  a 'detachment  efcorting  two  pieces  of  battering  cannon 
was  defeated,  and  the  cannon  taken.  Some  troops  were  fent  imme¬ 
diately  to  recover  them  ;  but  could  not  come  up  before  the  enemy- 
had  conveyed  them  under  fhelter  of  the  ramparts. 

After,  much  hard  labour  the  trenches  were  advanced  within  800 
yards  of  the  walls;  when  it  was  found  impoffible  to  carry  them  on  any 
nearer ;  for  a  large  morals  extended  itfelf  before  this  . part  of  the  town,, 
and  the  French  had  preferved  a  back  Water,,  with  which  they  over¬ 
flowed  not  only  the  morafs,  but  likewife  all  the  ground  lying  between 
the  trenches  and  the  foot  of  the  glacis.  During  the  aproaches,  and  the; 
conftrudf  ion  of  the  batteries  on  the  edge  of  the  morafs,  the  enemy  kept: 
up  a  conftant  fire  on  the  .working  parties,  by  which  many  were  killed. 

•  Two  batteries;were  fmifhed  and  began  to  fire  on  the  26th  of  Sep- 
,  tember,  one  of  eight,  the.  other,  of  four  pieces  of  cannon,,  of  18  and 
24  pounders  ;  a  bomb-battery  of  five  large  mortars  and  fifteen  royals,, 
and  another  of  fifteen  cohorns  were  likewife  ere&ed.  The  French, 
now  opened  feveral  embrafures  in  the  curtain,  and  began  likewife  to 
•  fire  from  two  or  three  batteries  on  the  creft  of' the- glacis,  mfomuch 
that  the  fire  of  the  befieged  was  double  that  of -the-  befiegers..  Mr. 
Bofcawen,  willing  to  employ  all  the  means  of  annoyance  in  his  power,, 
ordered  the  fhips  to  batter  the  town  ;  and  before  the  next  morning 
all.  the  fhips  of  two  tiers  had  warped  within  the  diftance  of  1000 
yards  of  the  walls,  the  fhallownefs  of  water  not  permitting  them  to 
approach  nearer  :  the  cannonading  was  inceffant,  and  terrible  in. 
appearance,  buC'-^f  no  real  effect;  for  the  diftance  of  the  fhips,  and' 
the  motion  of  the  tea,  hindered  the  fliot  from  ftriking  fucceffively 
the  fame  objeft.  The  French  at  firft  withdrew  a  great  number  of' 
their  artillery-men  from  the  land  fide,  and  employed  them  in  firing 
againft  the  fhips  from  the  batteries  'which  commanded  die  road ;  but 
perceiving  the  little  damage  that  tile  towiiiuftained  from  the  fire  of 
thefhip,  they  flackened  their  defence  on  that  fide,,  and.  renewed  it 
toj^fe  laud  fide  with  as.  mueh>  vigour,  as  before;. 

The  cannonading  from  the  fhips  continued  until  nisrbf-,  when  Mr.. 

I  Bofcawen,  finding  that  they  had  expended  a  vaft  quantity  of  ammu- 
j  nitiou  to  no  purpofe,  ordered  them  to  move  in  the  night  out  of  the 
reach  of  caunou-lhot ;.  but  the  wind  fetting  in  from  the  fea  prevented 
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them  from  executing  this  intention  :  remaining  therefore  ia  the-fam© 
Nations,  they  began  early  in  the  morning  to  cannonade  the  town 
again,  from  whence  they  were  fired  upon  with  more  vivacity  than 
the  day  before;  but  at  noon  the  wind  changing,  the  fhips  moved 
farther  from  the  fhore,  and  the  firing  ceafed  on  both  fides.  Only 
two  perfons  were  hilled  on  board  the  fleet,  the  one  a  common  failor, 
the  other  captain  Adams,  commander  of  the  Harwich,  a  50  gun  (hip. 
The  French  gave  out  that  the  fire  from  the  Ihips  had,  in  the  two 
days,  done  no  other  execution  than  that  of  killing  a  poor. old  Mala¬ 
bar  woman  in  the  ftreet. 

The  fire  from  the  batteries  continued  three  days  longer,  during 
which  that  from  the  town  increafed,  and  difmounted  nine  pieces  of 
cannon.  Very  little  impreffion  had  been  made  on  the  defences, 
ficknefs  prevailed  in  the  camp,  the  weather  likewife  had  changed,  and 
the  rainy  monfoon  was  begun  three  weeks  earlier  than  it  ufually  fets 
in :  a  council  of  war  was  therefore  fummoned  on  the  30th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  who,  apprehenfive  that  the  rains,  which  at,  or  foon  after,  their 
firft  fetting  in  generally  overflow  the  whole  country,  might  render  the 
removal  of  the  cannon  and  heavy  {lores  impracticable,  and  fearing 
likewife  that  the' fhips  might  be  driven  off  the  coaft  by  hard  gales  of 
wind,  unanimoufly  determined  to  raife  the  fiege  without  delay. 

Five  days  were  employed  in  fhipping  the  cannon  and  heavy  ftores, 
deflroying  the  batteries,  and  reimbarking  the  failors ;  and  on  the  6th 
of  O (Sober  the  troops  began  to  march  to  Fort  St.  David ;  but  halted 
?.t  Ariancopang,  and  blew  up  the  fort :  the  rains  had  already  ren¬ 
dered  the  roads  very  difficult  to  be  parted.  On  a  review  of  the  army, 
it  was  found,  that  during  the  fiege  there  had  perifhed  in  adhon  and 
by  ficknefs  757  foldiers,  43  artillery-men,  and  265  feamen;  in  all 
1065  Europeans;  very  few  of  the  Sepoys  were  killed,  for  they  had 
been  only  employed  to  guard  the  Ikirts  of  the  camp,  and  had  always 
ran  away  on  the  approach  of  danger.  The  French  garriffjn  con- 
fifted  of  1 800  Europeans,  and  3000  Sepoys,  of  which  they  loft  2 no 
Europeans,  and  about  50  Sepoys. 

Several  caufes  concurred  to  fruftrate  this  attempt  againft  Pondicher¬ 
ry  ;  of  which  the  late  arrival  of  the  armament  on  the  coaft,  and  the 
early  fetting  in  of  the  ranis,  were  the  principal.  There  was  no  abfblute 
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neceffity  to  reduce  the  fort  of  Ariancopang,  for  a  party  of  200  men 
Rationed  near  it  would  have  always  kept  in  awe  the  garrifon,  which 
confifted  only  of  ico  :  now  the  reduftion  of  this  little  fort,  befides 
caufing  the  lofs  of  1 50  men,  together  with  two  of  the  moft  ex-, 
perienced  officers,  aVid  thereby  difcouraging  the  reft,  ftopt  the  progrefs 
of  the  whole  army  eighteen  days.  When  arrived  before  the  town, 
Mr.  Bofcawen,  unexperienced  in  military  operations  by  land,  relied, 
in  obedience  to  his  inftru&ions,  on  the  opinion  of  the  engineers,  who 
made  a  great  blunder  in  carrying  on  the  attacks  againft  that  part  of 
the  town,  to  which  an  iufuperable  morafs  prevented  them  from  ap¬ 
proaching  nearer  than  800  yards  :  and  even  had  there  been  no  morafs, 
the  fituation  of  the  camp  to  the  weftward  would  have  been  injudici- 
oufly  chofen,  fince  it  ftibjedled  the  tranlporting  of  the  cannon  and 
heavy  ftores  to  .a  difficultpaffage  of  two  or  three  miles,  which  employed 
the  labour  of  numbers  of  failors,  and  demanded  frequent  detachments 
of  foldiers  to  efcort  and  . defend  them  from  the  fallies  of  the  enemy  ; 
and  the  foldiers  and1. failors  thus  employed  .were  taken  off  from  the 
operations  of  the  fi.ege,  which  required  nothing  Ids  than  the  fervice 
of  every  European  in  the  camp. .  The  north-fide  was  the  part  againft 
which  the  attack  ought  to  have  been  direfted  :  for  the  ground  in 
front  of  this  fide  was  found,  and  would  have  permitted  the  approaches 
to  have  been  carried  on  to  the  'foot  of  the  glacis,  without  meeting 
with  any  natural  impediments  ;  and  the  camp  extending  behind  the 
lines  to  the  northward,  would  have  effeftually  proteded  the  cannon 
and  ftores,  when  landed,  from  the  danger  of  fallies  ;  and  at  the  fame 
time  have  faved  the  labour  and  inconveniencies  of  tranfporting  them 
from  a  long  diftance  j  for  they  might  have  been  landed  at  the  camp 
ltfelf.  Very  few  examples  of  gallant  fervice  were  exhibited  during 
the  fiegc.  fhe  engineers  were  utterly  unqualified  for  the  enterprize, 
but  the  artillerv.-mcn  and  officers  knew  their  bufim 
bc!;avecb*vith  refolution  ;  and  Mr.  Bofcawen  himfelf 
exerted  the  litme  adivity  and  courage  which  riiftujp 
rafter  as  a  naval  officer  ;  hut  thole  qualities  did  not 
I  want  .d  knev  bb,<  m  the. art  of  war  on  lh  t  1 
not  incompatible  with  fkill  in  the  marine 
be  lamented,  that  both  together  have  nor  ot  late  v: 
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vated  by  the  fame  officer  ;  for  there  are  very  few  inftanoes,  of  late 
years,  of  a  liege  carried  on  by  the  Engliffi  with  lefs  Ikill  than  this  of 
Pondicherry.  ■ 

The  French  fang  Te  Deums,  as  foon  as  the  fiege  was  raifed,  and 
gave  as  many  demonftrations  of  joy,  as  if  they  had  been  relieved 
from  the  greateft  calamities  of  war.  Mr.  Dupleix  fent  letters  to  all 
the  princes  of  Coromandel,  and  even  to  the  Great  Mogul  himfetf, 
acquainting  them,  that  lie  had  repnlfed  the  mod  formidable  attack 
which  had  ever  been  made  in  India ;  and  he  received  from  them  the 
higheft  compliments  on  his  own  prowefs,  and  on  the  military  cha¬ 
racter  of  his  nation  :  This  indeed  was  now  regarded  throughout 
Indoftan  as  greatly  fuperior  to  that  of  the  Engliffi. 


End  if  the  First  Book. 
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THE  fquadron,  Toon  after  the  raifing  of  the  fiege  of  Pondicherry, 
left  the  coaft  to  avoid  the  ftormy  monfoon  :  five  (hips  went  to 
Achin,  and  the  reft  to  Trinconomalee ;  but  Mr.  Bofcawen  himfelf 
remained  with  the  laiid-forces  at -Fort  St.  David.  In  November 
news  arrived,  that  a  ceffation  of  arms  between  Great  Britain  and 
France  had  been  proclaimed  in  the  preceding  April :  but  Mr.  Bof- 
’  cawen  was,  notwithftandmg,  inftru&ed  to  remain  in  India  until  he 
Ihould  receive  intelligence  that  the  general  peace  was  concluded.  In 
the  beginning  of  January  1749,  the  fquadron  returned  to  Fort  St.  1749. 
David,  and  about  the  fame  time  Mr.  Bouvet,  with  the  fame  fquadron 
which  had  eluded  Mr.  Griffin,  came  again  from  Mauritius  to  Madrafs, . 
where  he  landed  a  large  fum  of  money,  together  with  200  foldiers. 

The  fword  was  fheathed,  and  it  depended  on  the  agents  of  the  two 
companies  to  re-affume  in  tranquillity  their  mercantile  occupations  : 
but  the  war  had  brought  to  Pondicherry  and  Fort  St.  David  a  number 
of  troops  greatly  fuperior  to  any  which  either  of  the  two  nations  had 
hitherto  affembled  in  India ;  and  as  if  it  were-  impoffible  that  a  mili¬ 
tary  force,  which  feels  itfelf  capable  of  enterprizes,  fhould  refrain 
from  attempting  them,  the  two  fetllements,  no  longer  authorized  to 
fight  againft  each  ottyjr,  took  the  refolution  of  employing  their  arms 
in  the  contefts  of  thqt  princes  of  the  country  :  the  Englilh  with  great 
indifcretion,  the  French  with  the  utmoft  ambition. 

An  unfortunate  prince,  who  about  feveiv  years  before  had  been 
dethccnfai  at  Tanjorc,  came  to  Fort.  St.'  David,  and  implored  the 
nfiWance  of  the  Englifh  to  reinftate  him,  aflerting  with  great  con- 
■  ^idenee  that  he  fhould  no  fooner  appear  in  the  kingdom,  fupported 
I  even  by  a  moderate  force,  than  his  ftandard  would  he  joined  bv  nv.m~ 

•  bets,  and  his  title  acknowledged  bv  tboufnnds.  The  luccuffion  of  the 
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princes  of  liis  family  had  been  lo  complicated,  that  it  was  difficult  to 
afeertaiu  to  whom  the  crown  rightfully  belonged.  , 

•  In  the  year  i63o,  the  king  of  Tanjore,  attacked  and  well-nigh 
overpowered  by  the  king  of  Tritchinopoly,  called  the  Mora’ttoes  to 
his  aftiftance.  The  famous  Sevagee,  who  at  that  time-reigned  over 
all  the  Morattoe  nations,  lent  his  brother  with  a  flrong  army,  which 
loon  left  the  king  of  Tanjore  nothing  to  fear  from  his  eneinv,  but 
every  thing  from  thefe  free  hooters ;  for  they  made  out  fo  large  an 
account  of  expences,  tbatall  the  riches  in  the  kingdom  would  have 
been  infufficicnt  to  dilcharge  what  they  demanded  :  under  pretence 
therefore  of  colledling  this  money,  they  took  polTeffion  of  the  govern¬ 
ment,  and  fhortly  after  the  brother  of  Sevagee  declared  himfelf  king 
of  Tanjore.  He  reigned  fix  years,  and  left  three  fons.  The  eldeft, 
Sevagee,  was  fucceeded  by  the  next  brother,  Serbogee,  and  he  by  the 
third,  Tuccogee.  Each  of  the  three  brothers  left  children ;  and  after 
three  irregular  fucceffions  which  took  place  amongft  thefe  coufin- 
germans  in  lefs  than  feven  years,  Saujohee,  who  now  appeared  at 
Fort  St.  David,  was  depofed,  and  his  brother  Pratop-fing,  born  of  one 
of  the  inferior  wives  of  their  father  Serbogee,  was  placed  on  the 
throne,  by  the  general  concurrence  of  the  principal  men  in  the  king¬ 
dom,  which  had  fu  tiered  much  from  the  weak  adminiftratioli  of  Sau¬ 
johee.  The  Englifh  had  certainly  no  right  to  interfere  in  his  caufe. 
But  the  offers  he  made  of  concelfions  to  the  company  in  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Tanjore,  the  favourable  account  given  of  him  by  the  inter- 
r voters  who  introduced  him  to  the  prefidency,  and  the  belief  too 
haftily' entertained  of  a  falfe  narration  of  his  misfortune,  induced  the 
Englilh  to  think  they  lhould  acquire  as  much  (honour  as  advantage 
by  their  efforts  to  reinftate  him  in  the  throne.  It  was  ftipulated  that 
Saujohee  lhould  give  the  company  the  fort  and  .  territory  of  Devi- 
Cotah,  and  pay  all  the  expences  of  the  war,  if  it  proved  fuccefsful. 

The.  kingdom  of  Tanjore  extends  about  70  miles  from'rierrii  to 
fouth,  and  about  60  from  eaft  to  weft.  The  river  Coleroon  bounds  it 
to  the  north  ;  the  fea-coaft,  running  nearly  north  and  fouth,  to  the 
eaft  :  to  the  fouth  it  is  bounded  partly  by  the  fea-coaft  extending 
eaft  and  weft,  and  partly  by  the  country  of  Morawar :  to  the  weft 
M  it 
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It  is  limited  by  the  kingdom  of  Tritcbinopoly  and  the  country  of  Ton- 
.^iman  :  the  capital,  bearing  the  fame  name  as  the  kingdom,  lieth 
about  30  miles  eafl:  of  Trichinopoly. 

The  Torce  appointed  for  the  conqueft  of  Tanjore  confifted  of  430 
Europeans,  and  1000  Sepoys,  with  four  field  pieces  and  four  (mail 
mortars  :  the  battering  can  non  and  provifion  for  the  troops  were  fent 
in  four  fhips,  two  of'  which  were  of  the  line.  The  army,  accom¬ 
panied  by  Saujohee,  left  Fort  St  David  in  the  latter  end  of  March,  and' 
on  the  1 3th  of  April  encamped  on  the  bank  of,  the  river  Val-aru,. 
which  difembogues  itfelf  at  Portonovo.  In  the  evening  the  northern 
■  monfoon  Changed,  and  the  fouthern  commenced  ivith  a  hurricane, 
which  lafted  with  fuch  violence  until  four  o’clock  the  next  morning,., 
that  the  tents  of  the  Englifh  camp  were  blown  into  rags,  many  of 
■  ’  the  draught  bullocks  and  horfes  were  killed,  and  all  the  militarv 
{lores  were  fo  much  damaged,  that  the  army  was  obliged  to  march 
to  Portonavo  in  order  to-  repair  the  detriments  it  had  fuftained.  Here 
they  were  informed  that  the  florin  had  committed  much  greater  ra¬ 
vages  at  fea  :  two  of  the'  company’s  fhips  were  ftranded  between 
Cuddalore  and  Fort  St.  David  :  the  Apollo  hofpital-lhip  was  loft,, 
with  all  her  crew  r  the  Pembroke,  a  60  gun  {hip,  which  failed  on  the 
expedition*  was  wrecked,  and  only  fix  of  the  crew  faved  :.  and  the 
Namur  of  74  guns,  in- which  Admiral  Bofcawen  hoiftetl  his  flag,  and 
which  was  the  finefl  {hip  of  her  fize  belonging  to  the  navy  of  England, 
perifhed,  with  750  men.  Fortunately  moft  of  the  other  {hips  were 
either  at  Trinconomalee,  or  in  parts  of  the  coaft  to  which  the  greateft. 
violence  of  the  hurricane  did  not  extend. 

The  army  having  repaired  its  damages,  left  Portonovo,  and  march¬ 
ing  by  the  great  pastfda  of  Chilambaram,  arrived  at  the  bank  of  the- 
northern  arm  of  ths'Coleroon.  ’Here  Captain  Cope,  who  commanded,, 
encamped  and  intrenched,  refolving  to  learn  the  {late  of  affairs  on 
the  opprtffte.  fhore  before  he  proceeded  any  farther.  The  intelligence 
hy/fcceivcd  was  very  different  from  what  he  expected  :  no  pertbns  of 
-4uy  rank  offered  to  declare  for  Sanjohee,  and  not  a  Angle  {quad ton. 
j  appeared  ready  to  join  him :  on  the  contrary,  a  great  number  of  troops. 
J  belonging  to  the  king  of  Tanjore  were  {ten  moving  up  anti  down 
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the  oppofite  bank,  and  feemed  determined  to  difpute  the  paflage  of 
the-river.  Thus  diiappointed,  and  ignorant  of  the  enemy’s  ftrength 
as  well  as  of  the  nature  of  the  country.  Captain  Cope  did  not  thirik 
his  force  fufficient  to  profecote  the  enterprize,  and  waited  until  he  was 
reinforced  from  Fort  St.  David  with  ioo  Europeans  and  500  Sepoys  : 
he  then  eroded  the  river,  which,  although  a  mile  broad,  was  fordable, 
and,  contrary  to  his  expedlation,  the  army  met  with  little  refiftance 
from  the  enemy  whilft  they  were  paffing  it;  but  difficulties  increaled 
as  they  advanced  :  the  road  in  which  they  attempted  to  march  led 
through  a  thick  wood,  and  the  enemy  from  behind  the  bullies  began 
to  annoy  them  with  arrows,  and  the  fire  of  their  matchlocks ;  whilft 
large  bodies  of  horfe  and  foot  appeared  in  the  circumjacent  plains, 
moving  L11  the  rear  and  on  the  flanks.  This  being  the  fir  ft  expedition 
in  which  the  Englifh  troops  were  engaged  againft  the  forces  of  an  ' 
Indian  prince,  the  foldiers  were  ftruck  with  no  fmall  degree  of  fear, 
on  comparing  the  fuperior  numbers  of  the  enemy  with  their  own ;  but 
the  artillery-men  preferved  their  refolution,  and  fired  with  fo  much 
Ip  i  lit  and  aim,  that  they  kept  the  enemy  at  a  diftance,  and  reftored  the 
courage  of  their  own  troops,  who  being  ordered  to  march  back,  gained 
the  bank  of  the  river  without  confufion.  Here  the  army  dreW'Up, 
the  field-pieces  fecuring  the  flanks,  and  the  river  the  rear.  A  council 
of  war.  was  hfeld  to  deliberate  whether  they  Ihould  proceed,  or  wait 
for  more  favourable  advices  than  thofe  hitherto  received  out  of, 
T  ire  country ;  but  whilft  the  council  were  fitting,  a  meflen- 
1  ed  with  pofitive  orders  from  Mr.  Bofcawen  to  continue 
tV  march,  and  attack  the  Fort  of  Devi-Cotah  at  all  events.  In  the 
ipte'wnl  fome  of  the  foldiers  had  difeovered  a  road  leading  along  the 
trinl-  of  the  river  towards  the  fea-eoaft  ;  anW  the  army  began  to 
"natch  this  way,  although  very  little  of  it  had  been  reconnoitred  :  it 
led  through  a  much  more  open  country  than  the  o'tker,  and  the  river 
defended  the  troops  from  being  furrounded.  This  luck\-<^covery 
hived  them  from  deftruction  ;  for  it  was  afterwards  found,  th'k\by 
oerfiftine-  in  the.  firft  road,  they  would,  from  the  nature  of  the  cqu,iv 
try.  have  been  involved  in  inextricable  difficulties,  into  which  the  s' 
Taniorines  had  hoped  to  intice  them,  by  making  no  refiftance  at  the  \ 
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\  paflage  of  the  river.  -  They  ftill  continued  to  move  within  random 
\fhot  of  the  Englilh ;  their  fquadrons  fometimes  threatening  to  at- 
but.  always  retiring  as  foon  as  the  field-pieces  began  to  fire. 
AfterVmarch  of  ten  miles  the  troops  halted,  late  in  the  evening,  a 
mile  to  the  eaftward  of  Devi-Cotah  :  where  they  neither  law,  nor 
received  intelligence  of  the  fliips  ;  for  not  a  man  of  the.  country 
ventured  near  the  army ;  and  the  lowneis  of  the  ground,  together 
with  the  thick  Woods  that  covered  it,  prevented  the  Ihips  from  being 
dilco.vered,  although  they  were  at  anchor  near  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
within  four  miles,  of  the  camp. 

The  army,  relying  on  the  fhips,  had  brought  no  more  pr'ovifion 
than  were  neceffary  for  the  confumptlon  of  threp  days,  and  were  de¬ 
terred,.  by  the,  numbers,  of  the  enemy,. from  fending  detachments  to 
•procure  any;  at  the  fame  time  they  were  without  battering  cannon. 
Under  thefe  iuconveniencies  there  appeared  no  means  of  reducing 
the  fort,  excepting  by  a. fudden  aflault,  and  the  walls  were  too  high 
to  be  eafily  efcaiaded.  Some  propofed  to  advance  the  field-pieces  in 
the  night,  and  batter  down  the  gates ;  which  indeed  was  the  only 
prafticable  method  of  attack ;  but  being  deemed  too  deiperate,  it  was 
determined  to  endeavour  to  terrify  the  enemy  by  bombarding  the 
place  with  cohorns.  Shells  were  thrown  until  the  morning,  when 
the  fire  ceafed  until  the  next  night :  and  before  the  next  morning  all 
the  lhells  were  expended,  without  having  done  any  damage  to  the 
fort,  or  made  any  impreffion  on  the  minds  of  the  garrifon.  It  was 
therefore  relolved  to  retreat  without  delay. 

The  army  returned  by  the  lame  road  it  came.  During  the  firft 
mile  the  country  -was  covered  with  woods,  from  which  the  enemy- 
galled  the  .flank  of  the  line,  not  only  with  mufquetiy,  but  alfo  with 
fome  pieces  of  heavy  artillery,  which  they  had  brought  into  the  thickets ; 
and  fome  platOQj<S'  of  Europeans  were  detached  to  diflodge  them. 
The  thickets' extended  to  the  bank  of  a  rivulet  which  the  troops 
harj -croffed  in  the  march  to  Devi-Cotah,  during  the  retreat  of  the 
yfdc :  the  rivulet  was  at  that  time  fordable,  and  no  one  had  examin- 
1  ’ft<\  it  fufficiently  to  form  an  idea  of  the  depth  of  the  channel,  which 
f!  was  now  filled  with  water  by  the  riling  of  the  tide,  and  the  fircam 
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,1.749.  ran  very-rapidly.  The  Coolies,  who  carried  the  lefs  bulky  parts  of 
'  tlie  baggage,  marched  before  the  troops,  and  as  loon  as  they  came  to 
the  bank  of  the  rivulet,  were  fired  upon  with  great  vivacity  from.ehe 
thickets.  Timorous,  as  are  all  the  lower  calls  of  Indians,  they 
.  plunged  into  the  ftream,  which  was  feven  or  eight  feet  deep,  and 
prefling  upon  one  another  with  outcries. and  confufion,  loft  by  their 
fears  the  ftrength  necelfary  to  fave  themfelves,  and  in  lefs  than  a 
.quarter  of  an  hour  400  of  the  poor  wretches  were  drowned.  The 
troops,  fpedators  of  this  difafter,  halted,  and  fired  to  di|lodge  the 
enemy,  until  the  tide  had  ebbed  fuffieiently  ;  when  they  palled  the 
rivulet  without  interruption,  apd  continuing  their  retreat  unmolefted, 
arrived  at  Chilambarum  late  at  night,  much  fatigued  with  the  Ikir- 
.milhes  they  had  fuftained,  and  with  a  march  of  1 5  miles :  the  next 
day  they  returned  to  Fort  St.  David, 

The  intelligence  gained  during  this  expedition,  convinced  every 
one  that  the  caufe  of  Saujohee  was  deftitute  of  abettors  amongft  his 
■countrymen.  The  prefiden&y  neverthelefs  determined  to  continue 
the  war  ;  but  this  refolution  did  not  now  proceed  lo  much  from  the  in¬ 
tention  of  reftoring  Saujohee,  as  from'  the  defire.of  wiping  out,  by  fome 
fuecefs,  the  reproach  of  having  retreated  before  the  arms  of  an  Indian 
prince,  and  from  the  views  of  making  fome  acquifitions  to  compenfate 
■the  expences  which  had  already  been  incurred.  The  fort  of  Devi- 
Cotah  is  fituated  in  a  populpus  country,  in  which  manufa&ures  of  lin- 
uen  proper  for  the  company’s  trade  are  fabricated  ;  and  the  neigh- 
ftjurirw  territory  is  .the  moft  fertile  part  of  the  coaft  of  Coromandel, 
On  this  coaft,  from  Mafulipatnam  to  Cape  Comorin,  there  is  no 
port  capable  of  receiving  a  lhip  of  300  tons  burden  ;  which  deled 
fubjeds1  the  navigation  of  thele  parts  to  greit  rifques  at  particular 
fenfons-  The  mouth  of  the  river  Coleroon\near  Devi-cotab,  is 
indeed  generally  obftruded  by  lands,  but  tire  cKemjel  within  the 
■bar  is  deep  enough  to  receive  fliipsof  the  large!!  burden  ;";tu.d  it  was 
.•thought  that  the  bar  itfelf  might  with  fome  labour  and  expence  beye- 
rnoved ;  if  this  llionld  be  efteded,  the  greatgft  advantages  would  accrue 
to  the  European  nation  which  Ibould  obtain  the  exclufive  pofilllion; 
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.  of  this  harbour.  It  was  therefore  determined  to  make  the  reduction 
\  of  Devi-Cotah  the  principal  objeft  of  the  new  expedition,  which  it 
thought  would  be  amply  compenfated  by  gaining  polfeffion  of 
this  pface,  even  if  no  farther  advantages  accrued  from  the  war. 

The  whole  body  of  the  company’s  troops,  amounting  with  the  artil¬ 
lery-men  to  800  Europeans,  together  with  i  500  Sepoys,  were  or¬ 
dered  on  the  expedition,  under  the  command  of  major  Lawrence! 
From  the  difficulties  already  experienced  in  approaching  Devi-Cotah 
by  land,  it  was  determined  that  the  army  Ihould  now  proceed  by  fea  : 
the  Europeans,  with  ;  the,  artillery  and  baggage,  were  embarked  on 
board  fix  fhips,  three  of  the  line  and  three  belonging  to  the  company, 
and  the  Sepoys  accompanied  the  fhips  in  large  boats,  ufed  by  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Coromandel  to  carry  on  their  traffick  along  the  coafh  The  vef- 
*  fels  arrived  at  the  fame  mouth  of  the  Coleroon  where  the  fhips  of  the 
former  expedition  had  anchored ;  and  the  troops  and  bores  paffed  in 
boats  up  the  arm  of  the  river  which  led  to  Devi-Cotah,  and  were 
landed  on  the  oppofite  fhore,  from  which  it  was  determined  to  batter 
the  fort,  becaufe  the  ground  on  the  other  fide  was  marfhy  and  covered. 
,  with  woods,  and  the  king  of  Tanjore’s  army  was  encamped  under 
the  walls. 

The  fort  was  about  a  mile  ifk  circumference,  having  fix  unequal 
fidcs  ;  and  the  walls  were  about  1 8  feet  high,  built  with  bricks,  the 
mafonry  of  which  was  ill  mofl  parts  broad  enough  to  form  a  rampart, 
without  any  addition  of  earth :  and  were  flanked  at  unequal  dibanceS 
by  projecting  towers,  forne  of  which  were  circular,  and  others  fquare. 
The  Englifh  fired  acrofs  the  river  obliquely  upon  the  eaflerri  fide  of 
the  fort  from  four  24  pounders,  which  in  three  days  made  a  prac¬ 
ticable  breach.  Tie  enemy  did  not  return  the  fire,  nor  attempt  to 
repair  the  breach./Out  employed  themfelves  in  carrying  on  an  en¬ 
trenchment  fern  the  bank  of  the  river  acrofs  the  fide  of  the  fort 
-  which  -tire  Englifh  attacked. 

The  paffage  of  the  troops  over  the  river  was  rendered  dangerous, 
/both  by  the  rapidity  of  the  bream,  and  by  the  numbers  who  had  taken 
;  poiTefiion  of  the  thickets  which  covered  the  oppofite  fhore,  John 
Moor,  a  carpenter  belonging  to  one  of  the  men  of  war,  offered  his  br- 
vice,  and  made  a  itage  capable  of  receiving  400  men,  which  was 
Q  launched 
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1 749.  launched  at  feme  diftance  below  the  battery,  and  towed  ap  to  it  agastift' 
the  ttream.  1  he  raft  could  not  be  moved  acrofs  the  river  unlefs  by  a< 
j  ope  n.vcd  on  die  oppofite  bank ;  but  the  ftations  of  the  enemy  rcnderrT” 
tLijo.  \eiv  ha.-.ai  dous -enterprise:  the  fame  carpenter  who  had  made' 
the  raft,  onered  to  execute  this  lervice  likewife,  and  in  the  middle  df  a 
\  ei  y  daik  night  twam  over  the  river,  carryihg  the  end  of  a  rope  with' 
hum,  whicn  he  fattened  to  the  root  of  a  large  tree  within  a  few  yards  of 
one  of  the  enemy’s  advanced  guards,  by  whom  he  was  not  difeovered.  -.- 
The  rope  was  funk  in  the  water,  that  the  enemy  might  not  perceive 
it;  and  the  next  day,,  at'  two  in  the  afternoon,  the  firft  detachment  of 
400  Europeans,  with  three  field  pieces,  embarked  upon  the  raft ;  at 
the  fame  time  the  four  pieces  of  battering  cannon,  with  fix  field' 
pieces,  began  to  fire  with  great  vivacity  upon  the  oppofite  thickets,., 
to  deter  the  Tanjorines  from  approaching  the  bank  near  enough  to- 
clifcover  the  rope.  They  were  fo  much.  furprized  at  this,  new  and  tm- 
expefled  manner  of  approach,  that,,  fortunately,  none  of  them  gueflfed 
the  means  by  which  it  was  performed  The  walls  and  towers  of  the 
fort  were  manned-witb  multitudes,- who,-  as  well  as  thofe  under  cover 
of  the  thickets,,  fired  irregularly,-  but  -without  interroiffion,  from  their  a 
matchlocks ;  but  the  detachment,  although  much  galled,  refrained 
from  returning  the  fire,  left  the  buttle  of  handling  their  arms  fhould 
overfet  the  raft,  which  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  gained  the  fhore.  The 
troops  advanced  immediately  to  diflodge  the  1  anjorines  -potted  in  the 
thickets,- who  retreated  as  foon  as  they  Were-fired  upon,  and  todk  thel- 
tc-.i  either  within -the  fort,  or  behind -  the  proje&ions  of  the  towers. 
The  raft  was  lent  back*  and  in  the  fpace  of  tvv.o  hours  made  leveral 
paffages,.  during  which,  the  enemykept  up  aiccjnthiual  fire,  both  on-; 
the  troops  that  were  landed, ,  and -on  thofe  on  thu  raft;  and  killed  JO' . 
Europeans  and  50  Sepoys  before  the  whole  army  fikj  patted  the  rrver.  . 

Major  Lawrence  determined :  to  ftorm  the  breacif’wjthout  delay.' 
The  entrenchment  which  the  Tanjorines  .intended  to  throw’' up  be¬ 
fore  it,  was  left  unfinifhed;-for  the  Goolies  quitted  the1  work  as  foon  £.s 
it  was  advanced  fo  far  as  to  place  them  in  the  line  of  the  fhot  batter-  N 
in g  the  walls.  The  part  which  was  finifhed  was  nevertheiefsof  fome  i 
fervice,  for  it  commanded  the  ground  over  which  the  Englifh  troops 
were  obliged  to  march  to  the  attack,- and  likewife  flanked- the  breach 
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\  '  itfelf.  About  fifty  yards  in  front  of  the  entrenchment  ran  a  deep  1749. 
\  .and  miry  rivulet,  which  extended  quite  acrofs  the  ifland  on  which 
'T^evi-Cotah  is  lituated. 

Lieutenant  Clive  offered  his  fervice  to  major  Lawrence  to  lead  the 
■  Attack  ;  and  the  major,  who  had  remarked  the  rifing  military  genius 
..of  this  officer,  very  readily  gave  him  the  pofl:  of  hdnour  he  requefted.  ’  ' 
A  platoon  of  34  Europeans,  with  700  Sepoys,  were  appointed  for 
.this  fervice,  who  were  to  be  fupported  by  the  whole  army  as  foon  as 
the  entrenchment  fhould  be  carried.  The  Europeans,  marching  at 
the  head  of  the  Sepoys,  croffed  the  rivulet  with  difficulty,  and  four  of 
them  were  killed  by  the  fire  from  the  fort  before  they  gained  the 
eppofite  bank.  As  foon  as  part  of  the  Sepoys  had  paffed  likewife, 
.lieutenant  Clive  advanced  brilkly  with  the  Europeans,  intending  to 
>  .attack  the  entrenchment  in  flank  at  that  end  where  the  Coolies  had 
difeontinued  the  work.  .  The  Sepoys  who  had  paffed  the  rivulet,  in- 
ftead  of  following  clofely,  as  they  were,  ordered,  remained  at  the  bank, 
waiting  until  they  were  joined  by  greater  numbers.  The  enemy 
.perceived  this  negledt,  which  left  the  rear  of  the  Europeans  expofed  : 
a  number  of  horfe  were  concealed  along  the  fouth  fide  of  the  fort, 
between  the  projections  of  the  towers  ;  the  neareft  of  which  was  not 
.more  .than  forty  yards  from  that  part  of  the  entrenchment  which 
lieutenant  Clive  was  preparing  to  attack.  ■  Juft  as  his  men  were  pre¬ 
senting  their  muikets  to  fire,  a  party  of  horfe  rufhed  fword  in  hand 
from  behind  the  tower,  and  by  a  rapid  evolution,  which  manifefted 
the  excellence  both  of  the  horfes  and  the  riders,  fell  on  the  rear  of 
the  platoon  with  fo  much  impetuofity,  that  the  men  had  no,  time  to 
face  about  and  defend  themfelves,  and  in  an  inftant  26  of  the  platoon 
were  cut  to  piecesi  A  horfeman  had  his  fword  uplifted  to  ftrike 
at  lieutenant  Ciiy-e,  who  efcaped  the  blow  by  ftepping  on  one  fide 
whiift  the  horfe  puffed  him  ;  he  then  ran  towards  the  Sepoys,  whom 
he  had  the 'good  fortune  to  join,  being  one  of  four  who  were  all  that 
efcaped  from  this  flaughter.  He  found  the  Sepoys  drawn  up  in 
/  order,  but  they  had  not  advanced  a  ftep  to  fuppor t  the  platoon.  The 
'  Taiijorine  horfe,  iatisfied  with  their  luccefs,  did  not  profecute  their 
;  advantage  by  attacking  the  Sepoys,  but  returned  to  the  ftations 
1  from  whence  thev  had  made  the  onfet. 
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Major  Lawrence,  on  this  difafter,  determined  to  attack  the  trench 
with  all  the  Europeans,  who  now  crofted  the  rivulet,  and  advanced  in 
a  compact  body,  with  a  platoon  of  grenadiers  at  their  head.  TOST 
enemy  kept  up  an  irregular  fire  until  the  grenadiers  came 'to  the 
trench,  and  then  they  took  flight  along  the  fouthern  fide  of  the  fort: 
The  Englilh  troops  immediately  moved  up  to  the  breach,  when  the 
Tanjorine  horle  fallied  agaiti  from  behind  the  tower ;  and  were  fuf- 
fered  to  approach  within  fourteen  yards  before  the  fir  ft  platoon  gave 
its  fire,  which  was  fo  well  directed  that  it  (truck  down  fourteen  horfe- 
men  :  this  execution  flung  the  reft  into  fitch  confufion  that  they  im¬ 
mediately  fled  back,  and  the  troops  mounting  the  breach,,  found  it 
abandoned  by  the  garrifon,  whom  they  difeovered  hurrying  from  all 
quarters  of  the  fort  to  make  their  efcape  out  of  the-oppofite  gate-, 
way  :  at  the  fame  time  all  the  Tanjorine  horfe  quitted  their  ftations  ' 
near  the  fort,  and  retreated  to  the  weftward. 

Some  of  the  officers  examining  the  different  buildings  of  the  fort,  • 
found  in  one  of  the  chambers  a  Tanjorine  lying  on  the  ground  defpe- 
rately  wounded,  whom,  incapable  of  moving  without  alfiftance,  the 
garrifon  in  their  precipitate  flight  had  negledted  to  carry  off,  altfao’  he 
was  an  officer  of  rank,  and  an  Indian  of  a  very  high  caft.  He  was 
taken  care  of,  but  with  a  fullen  obftinacy  refufed  every  kind  of  aflift- 
ance,  and  would  not  fubmit  to  the  neceffary  operations,  until  he  found 
that  theTurgeon  intended  toufe  force.  He  was  no  fooner  left  alone 
than  he  (tripped  off  the  bandages,  and  attempted  to  put  an  end  to  his 
I'fo,  by  tearing  open  his  wounds  :  Come  perfons  were  therefore  ap- 
pointed’to  watch  him  continually,  and  he  was  removed  into  a  thatched 
hut  in  a  diftant  part  of  the  fort,  that  his  reft  might  not  be  ditturbed. 
Finding  himfelf  conftantlv  watched,  he  behaved;  for  three  days  with 
fo  much  compofure,  that  they,  to  whole  careN^e  was  entrofted, 
thought  he  was  reconciled  to  life,  and  relaxing  theiNgttention,  left 
him  in  the  night,  as  they  imagined  afleep ;  but  they  were  no  fooner 
got  to  fome  diftance,  than  the  Tanjorine  crept  to  the  corner  of  the 
hut,  where  a  lamp  was  burning,  and  with  it  fet  fire  to  the  thatch, 
which,  in  that  dry  feafon  of  the  year,  caught  the  blaze  fo  fiercely,  that 
he  was  fuffocated  before  it  could  be  extinguiflied.  This  Indian  fell  a 
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\  l&artyr  to  his  ideas  of  the  impurity  he  had  contrafiled  by  fuffering  1 749. 

■  Europeans  to  adminifter  to  his  wants.  '  . 

troops  Were  employed  for  a  Few  days  in  repairing  the  breach, 

"and  in  other  .works  neceffary  to  put  the  fort  in  a  good  ftate  of  defence ;  ■ 
after' which  major  Lawrence  detached  a  party  of  100  Europeans,, 
with  300  Sepoys,  to  take  poffeffion  of  the  pagoda  of  Atcbaveram,  ■ 
ly ing^ five  miles  to  the ,  fouth-wefl  of  Devi-Cotah.  All  the  pagodas 
on  the  Coaft  of  Coromandel  are  built  on  the  fame  general  plan  :  a 
large  area,  which  is  commonly  a  fquare,  is  inclofed  by  a  wall  of  15; 
or  20  feet  high,  and  iii  the  middle  of  the  area  are  the  temples,  which, 
as  if  it  was  intended  that  they  fhouid  be  concealed  from  public  view, , 
are  never  raifed  .above  the  height  of  the  furrounding  wall.  In  the; 
middle  of ’one  or  more  of  the  fides  of  this  wall  is  a  gateway,  over 
\vhich  is  built  a  high  tower,  not  defigned  as  a  defence  to  the  pagoda, . 
but  as  an  hiftorical  monument  of  the  gods,  to  whom  it  is  dedicated  ; 
for  the  four  faces,  of  the  tower  are  crouded  with  fculptures,  reprefent-  - 
ing  the  attributes  and  adventure's  of  thefe  divinities.  The  pagoda 
of  Atchaveram  is  a  fquare  of  which  each  of  the  fides  extends  about : 

300  yards :  it- was  furrendered  to  the  Englilh  detachment  on  the  firfl 
fummons  by  the  Bramins,  who  intreated  them  not  to  enter  the  more 
facred  places  but  the .  Tanjorine  army  no  fboner  heard  that  the  - 
Englifh  had  got  pofifeflion  of  it,  than  their  horror  of  the  pollutions 
to  which  their  temple,  was  expofed,  infpired  them  with  a  refolution, 
which  neither  their  attachment  to  their  prince,  nor  their  notions  of 
military  honour,  would  have  produced.  A  party  of  5000  men  march¬ 
ed  from  the  camp,  and  as  foon  as  it  was  night  attacked  the  pagoda  ; : 
fome  With  ladders  attempting  to  mount  the  walls,  whilft  others  en¬ 
deavoured  to  burn  down  the  gate,  by  piling  up  againft  it  large  bun¬ 
dles  of  ftraw  mixed  with  other  combuftible  matters.  The  Englifh,  - 
knowing  they  (Mild  all  be  put  to  the  fword,  if  the  Tanjorines  retook 
the  place,  defended  themfelves  vigoroufly  :  fome  were  employed  in 
overfetting  the  ladders,  whilft  others  fired  upon  thofe  who  attempted  • 

\6  mount  them.  The  guard  who  defended  the  gate  opened  the 
[wicket,  firing  through  it  and  pufhing  down  the  bundles  of  ftraw  with 
their  halberts  :  the  enemy  flill  perfiflcd  to  bring  moreilraw,  and  con¬ 
tinued  their  attacks  until  break  of  day,  when  they  rctrcat&l,  having 
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i  749.  loft  near  300  men  :  only  five  or  fix  of  the  defenders  were  killed. 
The  next  day  major  Lawrence  marched  with  the  greateft  part  of, the 
nrnny  to  captain  Cope’s  affiftance,  and  the  Tanjoriues  made  no  father 
attempts. 

By  this  time  admiral  Bofcawen  and  the  government  of  Fort  St. 
David  had  fufficient  reafon  to  believe,  that  any  future  undertaking 
againft  the  kingdom  of  Tanjore  would  be  attended  with  great  dif¬ 
ficulties.  At  the  fame  time  the  king  made  propofals  of  accommo¬ 
dation.  The  Englifh  ftipulated  that  the  fort  of  Devi-Cotah,  with  as 
much  land  adjoining  to  it  as  would  prodtfee  the  .annual  income  of 
9000  pagodas,  fhould  be  ceded  to  the  Eaft  Jndia  company  for  ever; 

'  that  the  king  of  Tanjore  fhould  reimburie  the  expences  of  the  war; 
and  that  he  fhould  allow  Saujohee  a  penfion  of  4000  rupees  ;  they 
obliging  themfelves  to  be  anfwerable  for  his  perfon,  as  likewife  tha*- 
he  fhould  never  give  any  more  difturbance  to  the'  kingdom.  The 
king  of  Tanjore  acceded  without  hefitatiou  to  thefe  conditions;  but 
his  compliance  did  not  proceed  fo  much  from  -his  dread  of  the  Englifh 
arms,  as  from  his  fenfe  of  the  danger  with  which  his  kingdom  was 
threatened,  in  conference  of  events  which  happened  a»few  days  be¬ 
fore  in  the  Carnatic,  and  which  had  ftruck  the  whole  coaft  of  Coro¬ 
mandel  with  confternation. 

Chunda-faheb,  made  prilonerby  the  Morattoes,  when  they  took  the 
city  of  Tritchinopoly  in  1741,  was  efteemed  by  them  a  prize  of  fo 
much  importance,  that  they  not  only  kept  him  under  the  ftnfteft  con¬ 
finement,  but  rejected  all  the  offers  he  made  for  his  ranfom,  as  much 
inferior  to  what  they  imagined  his  wealth  enabled  him  to  pay.  The 
.richeft  prince  in  Indoftan  never  hefrtates  to  plead  poverty  whenever 
money  is  to  be  paid  .;  and  Chunda-faheb,  either  unable  or  nn willing 
.to  fatisfy  their  exorbitant  demands,  remained  in  his  confinement, 
■correfponding  for  fix  years  with  his  friends  in  ddEkrent  provinces,  and 
fuggefting  to  them  the  means  of  inducing  the  Morarioes  to  fet  him 
at  liberty  for  a  moderate  ium.  ' 

The  chiefs  who.  were  related  to  the  former  fucceffion  of  Nabobs, 
which  ended  by  the  afiaffi nation  of  the  young  Seid  Mahomed,  re¬ 
tained  their  averfion  to  the  reign  of  An’war-odean  Khan  ;  but  they 
jaw  no  one  airfongft  themfelves  in  the  Carnatic  endowed  with  fuffi- 
■  '  -  cient 
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,  cient  power  and  reputation  to  attempt  the  recovery  of  the  govern- 
'  naent  into  their  own  family.  There  exifted  indeed  at  Vandiwafh  a 
brother  of  Seid  Mahomed,  born  after  the  death  of  their  father,,  the 
Nabob  Subder-ally  ;  but  the  infancy  of  this. prince  rendered-himun- 
fit  to  appear  at  the  head  of  a  confederacy  :  And  altho’  Mortiz-ally, 
the  governor  of  ,Velore,  was  a  near  relation  to  the  former  Nabobs; 
and  poffefied  a  large  domain  with  great  treafures,  yet  he  wanted  in¬ 
trepidity  fufficient  to  head  a  dangerous' enterprize,. and  the  knowledge 
of  his  treacherous  difpofition  deftroyed  all  confidence  in  the  engage¬ 
ments  he  might  enter  into.  Of  the  reft,  none  had  great  reputation 
as  generals,  nor  great  power  as  princes ;  but,  collected  under  a  proper 
head,  their  ftrength  might- become  formidable. - 
,  Chunda-faheb  had  made  his  way  to  the  liigheft  offices  of  the  go-; 
vernment  by  the  fervices  of  his  Iword,  and  was  e/teemed  the  ableft' 
foldier  that  had- of  late  years  appeared  in  the  Carnatic.  His  con-- 
tempt  of  the  fordid  means  by:  which  moliof  the  Indian  princes  amafs  • 
treafures,  had  gained  him  the  affeftions  of  the  whole  province  ;  and- 
an'  excellent, underftanding  contributed  to  make  his  character  uni?- 
verfally  revered.  The-  reft' of  the,  chiefs  therefore  concurred  in- 
regarding  him  as  ;  the  fitteft  per  foil  to  enter  into  competition  with 
An’war-odean  Khan  for  the-  Nabobfhip.;  but  this'  teftimony  of- 
their  deference  for  fome  time  onlyferved  to  rivet  his  fetters  more 
ftrongly  ;■  for  -the  Morattoes  increafed  their  demands  in  proportion  as  - 
they  found  the  character  of  their  prifoner  riling  in  importance. 

The  wife  and  foil  of  Chunda-faheb  had  remained  at- Pondicherry 
from  the  time  that  he  was  carried  away  by  the  Morattoes ;  and  the’ 
year  after  that  event  Mr.  Dupieix  arrived  there,  appointed  governor-  ■ 
geueral  of  the  French  nation  in  India.-  He  treated  the- family  of 
Chunda-faheb,  unde>-  his  ■  prote&ion, -with  great  relpeft ;  and  bv  a 
-frequent  intercpsY-fe  with  the  wife,  very  foon  learnt  the  ftate  of  her 
hulband’s  aitairs,  and  the  dilpolitions  of  his  relations  in  the  province.  ■ 
His  fagacity  diftinguiflied,-  in  thefe  latent  principles  of  future  con-- 
■•Ailfions,  a  poffibility  of  aggrandizing  his  nation  in  India,  where  many 
caufes  concurred  to  prevent  their  eftabliihinents  from  becoming  fo 
eminently  advantageous  as  he  was  ambitious  of  rendering  them. 

The  Englilh,  ellablifhed  in  Indoftau  many  years  before  the  French 
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?749>  had  made  any  fettlements  in  the  country,  had  confirmed'in  the  na» 
tives  a  prepofleflion  in  their  favour,  by  the  pun&jality  of  their  deal- 
dngs,  the  goodnefs  of  the  commodities  they  imported,  and,  above" all, 
■by  the  great  extent  of  their  trade;  and  this  Inferiority  perpetually  in¬ 
terrupted  the  progrefs  of  the  French  commerce.  At  the  fame  time 
the  affairs  of  all  the  European  colonies  were  controuled  by  the  Mogul 
government  alrnoft  as  much  as  thofe  of  the  natives  themfelves,  who 
are  fubjeft  to  the  me  ft  defpotic  fway ;  for  their  trade  was  liable  to  the 
interruption  of  every  great  and  petty  officer  through  whofediftridt  or 
department  it  patted;  and  in  Bengal,  where  Mr.  Dupleix  badrefided 
for  a  long  time,  there  fcarcely  patted  a  year  in  which  the  Nabob  did 
not  extort  large  fums  of  money  from  each  of  the  European  fettle- 
ments  ;  garrifons  were  maintained,  and  other  military  expcnces  in¬ 
curred,  which  greatly  diminiflied  the  profits  of  the  trade  ;  but  fuch 
was  the  high  opinion  ef  the  military  ftrength  of  the  Indian  govern¬ 
ments,  that  the  European  troops  were  never  employed  in  opposition 
to  the  will  of  the  prince  of  the  country.  At  the  fume  time  all  the 
rnanufadlures  of  India  proper  for  the  markets  of  Europe  had,  from  a 
long  fucceffion  of  importations  of  fiver,  rifea  fo  much  in  price,  and 
diminifhed  fo  much  in  the  goodneis  of  the  fabrick,  that  they  afforded 
.  much  lefs  profit  than  in  former  times.  The  concurrence  of.  thefe  dis¬ 
advantages  convinced  Mr.  Dupleix  that  the  trade  oflndoftan  was  no 
longer  worth  the  attention  of  France,  nor  indeed  of  any  other  nation 
in  Europe.  But  difeovering  the  unmilitary  character  of  the  natives, 
and  the  perpetual  diffentions  of  theit  rulers,  he  was  led  to  imagine, 
that  Fy  joining  fome  of  thefe  competitors  he  might  gain  by  conqueft 
more  advantages  than  any  -other  European,  nation  had  hitherto  de¬ 
rived  from  commerce.  Fie  therefore  determined  to  profecute  this 
.plan,  by  giving  affiftance  to  Chunda-faheb. 

Thefe  ideas  probably  diclated  thofe  impediment^vhich  he  flung  in 
the  way  of  Mr.  Dela  Bourdon nais’s  operations,  to  prevent  him  from 
employing  his  troops,  after  the  capture  of  Madrafs,  in  other  parts  of  In¬ 
dia  ;  for  at  that  time  Mr.  Dupleix  held  a  conftant  correfpondenee  whh 
Chunda-faheb  in  his  imprifontnent,  and  they  were  then  concerting  the 
means  dfaccomplifhing  their  mutual  interefts.  The  meafurenecefiary 
to  be  fjrft  carried  into  execution,  was  the  releafe  of  Chunda-faheb;  and, 
Mr.  Dupleix  guaranteeing  the  engagement,  the  Morattoes  were  at  laft 
-2  fatisfied 
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fadsfied  with  70.0,000  rupees,  and  confented  to  furnifh  him  with 
3000  of  their  own  troops. 

With  this  force,  and  the  fpirit  of  an  adventurer,  he  left  Sattarah  in 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1743,  intending  'to  make  conquefts  wherever 
opportunity  prefented  jtfelf,  until  he  thould  acquire,  by  contributions, 
the  treafures  neceffary  to  maintain  an  army  fufficient  to  attack  the 
province  of  Arcot.  He  arrived,  during  the  liege  of  Pondicherry, 
on  the  weftern  confines  of  the  Carnatic,  and  found  two  Rajahs  at  war  : 
he  fided  with  one  of  them,  who,  betrayed  by  fome  of  his  officers, 
was  totally  defeated  in  a  general  battle,  in  which  it  is  faid  that 
•  Chunda-faheb  himfelf-was  taken  prifoner,  but  tbathewas  immediately 
releafed  on  producing  a  declaration  from  the  king  of  the  Morattoes, 
which  enjoined  all  princes  whomsoever  to  refpeit  his  perfon,  on  pain 
•»f  incurring  the  refehtment  of  the  whole  Morattoe  nation.  The 
greateft  part  of  Chunda-faheb’s  troops,  were  difperfed  after  'this  de¬ 
feat,  and.  he  was  left  with  only  300  men,  when  he  received  an  in¬ 
vitation  from  the  Rajah  of  Chitterdourg,  to  come  to  his  afiiftance, 
and  take  the  command  of  his  army  againft  the  Rajah  of  Bedrour. 
The  territories  of  thefe  two  princes  lie  near  the  eaftern  confines  of 
the  country  of  Canara,  which  extends  along  the  coaft  of  Malabar 
between  the  rivers.  Alega  and  Cangrecora.  Difafters  could  not  de- 
prefs  the  fpirit  of  Chunda-faheb  ;  he  marched  away,  with  the  hand¬ 
ful  of  men  he  commanded,  and  arrived  juft  as  the  two  armies  were 
ready  to  engage.  In  this  battle  bis  courage  and  fkill  were  fo  well 
feconded  by  the  troops,  of  Chitterdourg,  that  he  obtained  a  compleat 
victory  :  three  thoufaud  of  the  enemy’s  horfe,  after  the  defeat,  offered 
their  fervice  to  him,  whom  he  took  into  his  pay,  and  likewife  2500 
of  the  troops  of  his  ally  :  fo  that  he  was  now  at  the  head  of  6000 
men :  but  this  force  .being  ftill  inftvfficient  to  attempt  the  conqueft  of 
the  (Sirnatic,  he.found  refources  in  the  conlequences  of  other  events, 
which  had  lately  happened  at  Delhi,  and  in  the  government  of  the 
foubahfhip  of  the  fouthern  provinces. 

.!  The  Great  Mogul  Mahomed  Scbali,  who  had  fufFercd  in  1 739  the 
humiliation  of  laying  his  crown  at  the  feet  of  Thamas  Kouli  Kan,  by 
whom  he  was  again  reinftated  in  the  monarchy  of  Indofton,  continued- 
to  govern  the  empire  with  fb  trembling  a  hand,  that  the  principtj  offi¬ 
cers  of  his  court  acted  in  their  feveral  departments  without  controul : 
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but  the  vizier  ICimmir-ul-dicn,  who  had  held  this  office'  ever  "fiiite 
the  accefiion  of  Mahomed,  continued  inviolably  attached  tohisfcve- 
reign.  None  of  the  lublcquent  events  of  the  government  of  Delhi 
affeft  immediately  the  prelent  objedt  of  our  narrative,  until  the  year 
1748;  when  an  tinny  of  Afghans  from  Candahar,  invaded  the  north¬ 
ern  provinces  under  the  command  of  Ahmed  the  Abdalti,  lb  called 
from  his  tribe.  This  man  was  treafurer  to  Nadir  Schah,  when  affaf- 
linated  on  the  8th  of  June  1747.  in  Perfia;  on  which  event,  he  went 
off  with  all  the  trealure  under  his  care,  and  in  lefs  than  fix  months 
eftablifhed  himfelf  in  the  fovereignty  of  all  the  provinces  of  Indoftan 
ceded  to  the  Perfians  in  1 739,  and  of  as  large  a  territory  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  mountains.  Ahmed  Schah,  the  eldeft  fon  of  Mahomed,  with 
the  vizier,  marched  againft  the  Abdalli;  various  encounters  enfiied 
with  various  fucceis,  and  during  a  cannonade  the  vizier  was  flain  by  a 
ftraggling  cannon  ball,whilft  at  prayers  in  his  tent.  His  death  afflidied 
the  emperor  fo  violently,  that  after  palling  the  night  in  lamentations, 
he  expired  the  next  day  fitting  on  his  throne,  in  a  fit  brought  on  by 
the  agony  of  his  grief.  The  prince  Ahmed,  leaving  the  command  of 
the  army  to  Munnu  the  fon  of  the  deceafed  vizier,  immediately^te- 
turned  from  the  army  to  Delhi,  and  was  acknowledged  emperor 
without  oppofition,  in  the  month  of  April  1748. 

.  The  death  of  Mahomed  Schah  was  in  a  few  months  lucceeded  by 
another  of  greater  confequence  to  Indoftan  :  it  was  that  of  Nizam-al- 
muluck,  Soubah  of  the  Decan,  who,  notwithftanding  his  whole  life 
had  palled  in  the  utmoft  intrigues,  anxieties,,  and  iniquities  of  oriental 
ambition,  arrived  to  the  uncommon  age  of  1 04  years. 

Heleft  five  fons;  the  eldeft,  Ghazi-o’-dean,  inherited  all  theambition 
and  wickednels  of  his  father,  with  a  more  enterprizing  and  intrepid 
fpirit.  Nizam-al-muluck,  when  returning  to  thf  Decan,  after  the  re¬ 
treat  of  Nadir  Schah,  had  obliged  the  weak  MahWied  to  confer  the 
offices  of  paymafter  and  captain-general  of  the  army  on  this  Ida ;  in 
which  ports  he  continued  at  the  court,  employing  his  power,  as  his 
father  before  him,  againft  the  authority  of  his  fovereign,  and  fcon  be¬ 
came  the  patron  of  all  the  turbulent  or  difaffedted  omrahs.  in  the  em¬ 
pire.  On  the  death  of  his  father,  he  pbtained  the  fuccelfion  to  the 
loubajilhip  of  the  Decan  from  the  emperor  Ahmed  Schah;  but  was 
too  much  engaged  in  other  affairs  at  Delhi  to  proceed  to  this  govern¬ 
ment. 
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ment.  The  fecond  fon  Nazir-jing  had  once  fled  from  his  father’s  1749; 
court,  and  appeared  in  arms  again!!  him.  The  father  look  the  field  ;  ' — 
and  when  the  two  armies  were  near  each  other,  confined  himfelf  to 
his  tent  fo  fixidtly,  that  by  firft  making  his  own  army  believe  he  was 
reduced  to  the  point  of  death  by  ficknels,  the  report  was  likewile  be¬ 
lieved  in  the  camp  of  Nazir-jing,  and  by  Nazir-jing  himfelf,  to  whom, 
meffengers  were  continually  feut  with  pathetic  invitations  -from  his 
father,  defiring  to  embrace  him' before,  he  died.  The  ftratagem  was 
fo  well  conduced,  that  Nazir-jing  at  laft  determined  to  pay  the  vifit, 
arid  no  looner  entered  Nizam-al-'muhrck’s  tent,  than  he  was  arrefted,' 
and  put  into  fetters,  and  accompanied  his  father  under  this  reftraint  < 
during  foveral  months,  until  Nizam-al-muluck  being  perfuaded  of 
his  contrition,  accepted  of  his  fubmiflions,  and  fet  him  at  liberty.: 

'after  which.he  was  hbt  guilty  of  any  difobedience.  The  other  three 
fons  had  not  diftinguilhed  themfelves. either  for  good  or  evil,  but  had 
always  remained  conftant  attendants  at  their  father’s  court. 

The  great  men  in  Ihdoftan  bear  great  affedlion  to  their  children- 
during  their  infancy  ;  but  as  foon  as  thefe  arrive  at  the  age  of  eman¬ 
cipation,  the  perpetual  intrigues  of  an  Indian  court  render  them, 
from  being- a  confolation  to  their  .parents,  the  obje&s  of  their  mif- 
trull: for.  there  are  never  wanting  thofe  who  endeavour  to  engage 
them  in  parties,  and'even  in  plots  :  from  hence  it  often  happens,  that 
a  prince,  in  his  latter  days,  lives  without  affedlion  to  his  own  Ions,  and 
gives  every  kind  of  paternal  preference.to  his  grandchildren  ;  and  this ' 
recurs  fo  frequently  to  obfervation,  that  one  of  the  oriental  poets  has 
laid,  “  that  the  parents  have,  during  the  life  of  their  foils  fuch'over- 
weening  affedtion  for  their  grandchildren,  becaufe  they  fee  in  them 
the  enemies  of  their  enemies.”  Amongft  the  grandfons  of  Nizam- 
al-muluck  was  one  born  of  his  favourite  daughter.  This  young  man, 
called  Hidavet  ciohy-o-dean,  he  had  always  kept  near  his  perfon,  and 
cheiifhed  with  great  affedtion,  infomuch.that,  immediately  after  his 
death,  a  report  prevailed,  that  he  had  in  his  will  not  only  appointed 
-this  grandfon  to  inherit  the  greateff  part  of  his  treafurcs,  but  had  like- 
wife  nominated  him  to  fuceeed  in  the  government  of  the  fouthern 
provinces.  Jt  is  very  difficult  to  afeertaiu  the  authenticity  of  any  of 
the  written  acls  alcribcd  to  the  princes  of  Indoffan,  for  uting  a.feal  as 
K  *  their 
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their  fignature,  the  imprcflion  is  eafily  counterfeited  ;  and  this, 
well  as  other  methods  of  forgery,  are  commonly  practifed  wit  heat 
icruple,  whenever  it  is  thought  expedient  to  have  recourie  to  them  r 
fo  that  we  cannot  determine  whether  the  report  of  the  bequeft  made 
by  Nizam-al-muluck  to  his  grandfon  was  well  grounded,  of  without 
foundation  :  it  is  certain,  that  it  was  generally  believed.  As  afea* 
datory  to  the  Mogul  empire,  Nizam-al-muluck  had  no  right  to 
bequeath  even  his  trealiires,  much  lefs  his  fovereignty. 

Nazir-jing  had  for  fome  time  commanded  his  father’s  army,  and 
availed  himfelf  of  the  power  derived  from  his  offices  to  ojjpofe  the 
pretentions  of.  his  nephew  Hidayet  mohy-o-dean.  He  began  by 
leizing  Nizam-al-muluck’s  treafares,  and  with  them  prepared  to  keep 
poflertion  of  the  fovereignty:  he  pretended,  that  his  father  had  named 
his  eldeft  fon  Ghazi-o’-din  Khan  to  be  his  heir :  and  that  Ghazi-  ' 
o’-din  Khan  preferring  the  employment  he  held  at  the  court  of 
Delhi,  had  ceded  to  him  the  foubahfhip  of  the  fouthern  provinces  t 
and  that  this  fovereignty  was  confirmed  to  him  from  the  throne. 

Amongft  other  inftances  of  the  contempt  with  which  the  majefty  of 
the  emperor  has  been  treated,  the  governors  of  provinces  have  of  late 
years  not  only  counterfeited  without  hefitation,  letters,  orders,  and  pa¬ 
tents,  from  the  court,  but  have  even  hired  men  to  adt  the  part  of 
officers  inverted  by  the  Great  Mogul  with  the  power  of  conferring  wkh 
them  on  the  affairs  of  their  government.  Thefe  mock  delegates  are 
received  with  great  pomp  in  the  capital :  the  vice-roy  or  Nabob  hum¬ 
bles  himfelf  before  the  pretended  reprelentative,  who  delivers  in  public 
his  credentials,  and  the  fictitious  orders  he  has  been  inftrwSfed  to  en¬ 
force.  Thefe  meafures  are  praftifed  to  appeafe  the  minds  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  who  ftill  retain  fo  much  reverence  to  the  blood  of  Tamerlane,  that 
a  vice-roy  always  thinks  it  neceflary  to  create  an  opinion  amongft 
them  that  he  is  a  favourite  with  the  ertiperor,  even  when  he  is  in  arms 
againft  his  authority.  Both  Nazir-jing  and  Hidayet  mohy-o-dean  ex¬ 
hibited  patents  from  the  Mogul,  and  produced  delegates  from  Delhi. 
Hidayet  mohy-o-dean  gave  out  that  the  emperor,  on  appointing  him- 
to  fucceed  to  his  grandfather’s  eftates,  had  dignified  him  with  the  name 
of  Murzafa-jing,  or  The  Invincible  ;  by  which  he  was  afterwards  dif- 
<  tinguifhed- 
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tingmfhed.  But  the  .wealth  of  which  Nazir-jing  had  taken  poffeffioh  1 749.' 
enabled  him  to  keep  his  father’s  army  in  pay ;  and  this  was  fo  nu- 
mernus,  that  the  forces  which  Murzafa-jing  had  collefted  were  not 
iufficientto  oppofe  him  with  any  probability  of  fuccefs.  This  prince 
therefore  kept  the  field  in  the  countries  weft  of  Gol-condah,  with  an 
army  of  25,000  naen,  waiting  for  fome  lucky  event  that  might  ena¬ 
ble  him  to  attack  his  uncle  with  more  advantage. 

Chunda-fabeb,  foon  after  his  fuccefs  at  Chitterdourg,  heard  of  the 
fituation  of  Murzafa-j  ing’s  affairs,  and  regarding  him  as  a  prince,  who, 
like  himfelf,  from  the  fimilarity  of  their  fortunes,  was  obliged  to  try 
the  chance  of  bold  and  defperate  enterprizes,  he  determined  to  join, 
and  offer  him  the  fervice  of  his  lword  :  his  militciry  reputation  cauled 
him  to  be  received  with  open  arais,  and  the  troops  which  he  brought 
'with  him  were  taken  into  Murzafa-jing’s  pay.  Chunda-faheb  highly 
acknowledged  his  right  to  the  fbubahfhip  of  the  fouthern  provinces, 
and  foon  gaiaied  his  confidence  by  the  zeal  he  expreffed  for  his  caufe  : 
he  then  explained  his  own  pretenfions  to  the  government  of  the  Car¬ 
natic,  and  eafily  prevailed  on  his  new  lord  to  confirm  his  titles  by 
letters  patent,  appointing  him  to  the  Nabobflnp  of  Arcot ;  but  the 
obtaining  of  this  favour  was  not  the  only  proof  of  the  great  afcendance 
which  he  had  acquired  over  the  young  prince’s  mind  He  repre-  y- 
fented  that  the  countries  near  Gol-condah  were  too  much  awed  by  the  t 
terror  of  Nazir-jing’s  army  to  declare  in  Murzafa-jing’s  favour,  until 
he  could  colled!  a  much' greater  force  than  that  which  accompanied 
him  at  prefent ;  and  that  the  lame  dread  would  be  a  perpetual  ob- 
ftacle  to  the  augmentation  of  his  army  in  the  countries  where  he  now 
kept  the  field  ;  but  that  his. force  was  fully  fufficient  for  the  conqueft 
of  the  Carnatic  againft  his  own  rival  An’war-odean  Khan;  that  this 
conqueft,  by  putting  them  in  jMjffeffion  of  the  extenfive  territories 
which  lie  between  Arcot  atul  Cape  Comorin,  would  furnifh  fuch 
relburces  both  of  men  and  mone^  as  might  enable  him  to  return 
and  attack  Nazir-jing  witli  equal  force.  Chunda-faheb  then  offered 
himfelf  as  the  companion  and  conductor  of  Murzafa-jing,  until  this 
hardy  enterprize  fhould  be  accomplifhed,  or,  if  fortune  frovvned,  until 
they  ftiould  both  perifti  in  the  attempt.  The  romantic  caft  of  this 
projedl  could  not  fail  of  making  the  ftrongeft  impreffion  on  the  mind 
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I  740.  of  a  young  prince  naturally  brave,  and  ambitious  of  acquiring  a  fovo- 
reign  tv.  Murzafa-jing  now  looked  upon  Chunda-faheb  as  his  guar¬ 
dian  angel,  and  agreed  implicitly  to  follow  all  his  views. 

Mr.  Dupleix  very  foon  received  intelligence  of  thefe  relolutions, 
and  was  invited  to  take  part  in  the  project,  with  affurances  of  receiving 
confiderable  advantages  for  himfelf  and  the  French  Eaft  India  com¬ 
pany,  if  it  fucceeded.  Nothing  could  be  more  conformable  to  his 
views  than  fuch  an  opportunity  of  aggrandizing  at  once  his  own  re¬ 
putation  and  the  interefts  of  his  nation  in  India.  As  foon  as  he  heard 
that  Murzafa-jing’s  army  approached  the  confines  of  the  Carnatic, 
he  ordered  400  Europeans  and  2000  Sepoys  to  march  and  join  them. 
This  body  was  commanded  by  Mr.  d’Auteuil,  and  accompanied  by 
Raja-faheb,  the  fon  of  Chunda-faheb,  who  had  refided  at  Pondicherry 
during  the  whole  time  of  his  father’s  imprifonment. 

An’war-odean,  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  from  his  accefliori  after  the' 

.  murder  of  Seid  Mahomed,  had  governed  the  Carnatic  without  re¬ 
ceiving  any  difturbance  from  intelline  commotions,  and  very  little 
from  foreign  hoftilitjes  ;  for  all  the  military  operations  of  his  reign 
had  confifted  in  the  redu&ion  of  certain  Polygars,  who,  from  terri¬ 
tories  confining  on  the  Carnatic,  had  made  fome  predatory  incurfions- 
into  the  province.  But  his  attention  had  been  conftantly  fixed  on 
the  perfon  of  Chunda-faheb  :  he  kept  emiflaries  at  Sattarah,  to  ob- 
ferve  him  during  his  confinement,  which  it  is  probable  he  protracted 
by  bribing  the  Morattoes.  As  foon  as  Chunda-faheb  was  fet  at  li¬ 
berty,  the  Nabob  never  doubted,  how  much  loever  he  diflembled, 
that  the  time  approached  when  he  Ihould  be  obliged  to  maintain  his 
government  by  his  fword.  He  reformed  his  army,  which,  like  thole 
of  mod  Indian  princes  in  times  of  peace,  was  compofed  of  an  un- 
difciplined  rabble  ;  and  enlifted  none  but  the  belt  men  and  horfes,  of, 
which  he  compofed  a  well-appointed  army,  confining  of  12,000  ca-  • 
valry  and  8000  infantry,  and  wffti  this  force  determined  to  defend  ■ 
the  entrance  of  the  Carnatic  to  extremity :  bpt  another  meafure 
equally  neceffary  to  his  prefervation  he  omitted  ;  for  he  neglefted, .  ^ 
probably  from  the  parfimony  of  his  difpofition,  to  a(k  from  the  Eng- 
liih  the  affiftance  of  a  body  of  their  troops  ;  and  the  EngMh,  em¬ 
ployed 
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ployed  in  fupporting  a  much-  lefs  important  cahfe,  were  equally  blind  1 749. 
to  their  real  intereft,  in  negle&ing  to  join  the  Nabob  of  their  own  1 — 
accord,  as  foon  as  they  found  the  French  determined  to  fupport  his 
rival.  ' 

Chunda-faheb  and  Murzafa-jing  approached,  levying  contributions 
in  the  countries  thro’  which  they  palled,  in  virtue  of  the,  quality  of 
'Soubah,  affirmed  by  Murzafarjing.  In  their  progrefs  they  likewife 
augmented  the  number  of  their  troops,  which,  when  arrived  at  the 
•borders  of  the  Carnatic,. amounted  to  40,000  men.  The  troops  fent 
from  Pondicherry  eroding  the  weftern  mountains,  at  a  diffance  from 
'the  Nabob’s  army,  joined  Murzafa-jing  without  oppolition  ;  who 
:  immediately  proceeded  to  attack  the  Nabob,  and  found  him  encamped, 
with  20,600,  men,  under  the  fort  of  Amboor,  lying  5.0  miles  weft  of 
’  Arcot,  and  about  30  to  the  fouth  of  Damal-cherry,  where  Doaft-afly 
Khan  was  killed  fighting  againft  the  Morattoes  in  1 740.  This  fort 
of  Amboor  is  built  on  the  fummil  of  a  mountain,  between  which  and 
a  large  lake  at  fome  diftance-  from  it  is  one  of  the  principal  paffes 
leading  into  the ’'Carnatic.  The  Nabob  had  thrown  up  acrofs  the 
pafs  a  ftrohg  entrenebment'defended  by  cannon,  which  was  ferved' 
by  about  60  vagabond  Europeans  :  and  he  had  likewife  caufed  the 
ground  in  front  of  the  entrenchment  to  be  fwamped  with  water  from 
the  lake,  which,  although  it  might  bemire,  was  not  fufficiently  deep 
to  prevent  the  paffage  of  determined  troops. 

Mr.  d’Auteuil'  offered  to  Chunda-faheb  to  ftorm  the  entrenchment 
with  the  troops  fent  from  Pondicherry,  without  the  affiftance  of  any 
part  of  Murzafa-jing’sarmy ;  and  Chunda-faheb,  glad  of  anopportimi- 
ty  to  (hew  that  prince  the  great  fervices  which  the  European  allies  he 
hadprocured  him  were  capableof performing,  readily  accepted  the  offer. 

The  French  foldiers  were  animated  by  exaggerated  reprelentations  of 
the  great  trealu  res  and  other  valuable  plunder  in  the  Nabob’s  camp,  and 
advanced-  with  the  Sepoys  relolutely  to  the  attack ;  but  they  were  re- 
pulled,  chiefly  by  the  Nabob’s  artillery,  of  which  the  firft  clileharge 
was  well  pointed,  and  did  execution :  they  rallied,  and  made  a  fecond 
attack,  which  lafted  more  than  half  an  hour,  and  many  of  them  had 
mounted  the  breaft-work  of  the  entrenchment ;  but  they  were  again 
'  beaten  off,  and  obliged  to  retire ;  and  in  this  attack  Mr.  d’Auteuil  was 
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wounded.  Stimulated  by  the  expectations  which  were  entertained  of 
■the!  r  proweis  by  Chunda-faheb  and  Murzafa-jing,  who  with  the  whole 
arms'  under  their  command  had  been  fpeftatorsof  the  repulfes  they  had 
Inflamed,  and  equally  encouraged  by  the  intrepidity  of  their  own  offi¬ 
cers,  especially  of  Mr.  Buffy,  they  called  out  to  be  led  on  again:  at  the 
lame  time  the  courage  of  the  defenders  had  been  ftaggered  by  the 
progrels  which  the  French  troops  had  made  in  the  preceding  attack  ; 
who  in  this  found  lefs  refi Stance  than  they  expected,  and  got  over 
the  breaft-work  with  little  lofs.  The 'different  bodies  polled  to  de¬ 
fend  the  entrenchment  took  flight  as  Soon  as  they  law  the  French  in 
poSTeflion  of  it :  thefe  formed,  and  advanced  in  order  towards  the 
enemy’s  main  body,  where  the  Nabob’s  llandard  was  dilplayed.  He 
was  here  in  perfon,  mounted  on  an  elephant,  and  furrounded,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Indian  military  array,  by  the  chofen  cavalry  of  his  army,- 
whom  he  was  animating  with  great  Spirit  to  Hand  their  ground,,  when 
numbers  of  the  troops  of  Murzafa-jing,  led  by  Chunda-laheb,  having 
croffed  the  entrenchment,  joined  the  French  battalion,  and  appeared 
advancing  with  them.  In  this  inftant  the  Nabob  was  informed  that  the 
llandard  of  Maphufce  Khan,  his  eldell  fon,  who  commanded  a  wing 
of  the  main  body,  had  difappeared,  and  that  Maphuze  Khan  himfelf 
was  (lain  by  a  cannon  Ihot.  In  the  firfl  agitations  cauled  by  th»6  dif- 
after,  he  perceived  theelephant  of  Chunda-faheb,  and  knew  theenfigns 
of  his  rival :  more  than  one  paffiou  was  now  excited  ;  and  the  Nabob, 
furious  by  the  fight  of  the  author  of  this  calamitous  day,  ordered  the 
conductor  of  his  elephant,  with  the  promile  of  a  great  reward,  to  pulh 
direftly  againft  the  elephant  of  Chunda-faheb.  A  part  of  the  French 
battalion  was  in  the  way  :  they  fired ;  a  Ihot  from  the  mufquet  of  a 
Caffre  went  through  the  Nabob’s  heart,  and  he  fell  from  hijS  elephant 
dead  on  the  plain.  As  it  generally  happens  in  the  battles  of  ludoftan  on 
the  death  of  the  commander  in  chief,  all  thofe  troops,  who  had  hither¬ 
to  appeared  determined  to  Hand  by  the  Nabob’s  llandard,  fled  as  foon 
as  he  fell,  and  the  rout  became  general.  Murzafa-jlng’s  troops  pur- 
lued  the  fugitives,  took  many,  and  killed  more.  Amonglltheflainwere 
three  or  four  princi|>al  officers  ;  and  amongll  thofe  who  furrendered 
was  Maphuze  Khan  the  Nabob’s  eldell  fon  :  his  Ion  Mahomed-ally 
was  likewife  in  the  battle  ;  but  he  faved  himfelf  by  flight.  Twelve 
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of  the  French  battalion  were  killed,  and' 6 3  wounded  :  and  about  300 
of  their  Sepoys  were  either  killed,  or  wounded  :  of  Murzafa-jing’s 
army  very  few  were  loft.  This  decifive  battle  was  fought  on  the  2 3d 
of  Jtily :  the  vidtorious  army  found  the  tents  of  the  defeated  Hand¬ 
ing  and  great  quantities  of  baggage  in  the  camp,  which-  they, plun¬ 
dered  :  the  booty  was  valuable  ;  fixty  elephants,  and  a  great  number 
of  hoites,  were  taken ;  which,  with  the  artillery,  arms,  and  military 
Itores,  Chunda-faheb  and  Murzafa-jing  referved  to  themfclves,  and 
permitted  their  foldiery  to  take  the  reft  of  the  fpbil :  the  French  bat- 
•  ta  lion  had  their  reward  in  money.  The. next  day  the  army  fet  out 
for  Arcot,  the  capital,  and  took  poffeffion  of -the  city,  audits  fort, 
without  meeting  any  oppofition.  ,  ' 

Murzafa-jinghereaffumed  all’the  ftate  and  ceremonial  of  a  Soubah; 
‘and,  as  the  firft  mark  of  his  authority,  iffued  letters  patent,  appoint¬ 
ing  Ins  friend  Chunda-litheb  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic,  and  of  all  the 
other  dominions  which  had  been  under  the  jurildiclion  of  An’war- 
-odean  Khan.  ■  This  fudden  revolution  naturally  ftruck  with  confteiv 
’  natlon  all  the  chiefs  and  princes  of  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  who 
wilhed  ill  to  the  caufe  of  Chunda-faheb.  Foremoft  of  tliefe  was  the 
king  of  Tanjore,  whole'  anceftor,  at  the  time  that  the  Moors  con¬ 
quered  the  Carnatic,  fubmitted  on  condition  of  governing  his  country 
by  its  ancient  cuftoms ;  and  for  the  enjoyment  of  this  privilege  armed 
to  pay  an  annual  tribute,  as  well  as  to  furnifh  a  contingency  of  troops 
whenever  the  government  of  the  Carnatic  ftiould  be  at  war  in.  flip- 
port  of  the  intereft  of  the  great  Mogul.  When  Chunda-faheb,  in 
1736,  was  confirmed  in  the  government  of  Tritchinopoly,  he  fum- 
moned  the  king  of  Tanjore  to  account  for  arrears  of  tribute,,  and 
pretended  that  he  had  in  other  refpe6is  offended  again  ft  the  fove- 
reignty  of  the  emperor.  A  war  enfued,  in  whifch  Chunda-faheb  be- 
fieged  the  capital  of  ranjorc,  but  without  fiiecefs.  The  dread  enter¬ 
tained  of  his  ambition  by  the  princes  of  the  fbuthern  parts  of  the 
pcninfuJa,  together  with  their  deteftation  of  the  violations  committed 
by  his  troops  in  tnen  temples,  induced  thefc  princes,  and  above  all  the 
Icing  of  laiijorc,  to  lolicit  the  Momttocs  to  invade  the  Carnatic,  at 
the  fame  tim-  that  Nizsni-al-niuHick,'  from  other  motives,  was  in- 
ftigating  that  people  to  attack  it.-  iThe'difafters-broiight  on  the,  reign* 
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ing  family  at  Arcot,  and  the  detriment  which  Chunda-faheb  hirofelf 
had  fuffered  by  the  incuriion  of  the  Morattoes,  were  fuch  as  left  no 
hopes  of  reconciliation  in  thofe  who  had  contributed  to  bring  about 
that  revolution.  The  news  of  the  battle  of  Amboor  reached  TaQ- 
jore  whilft  the  Etiglifh  troops  under  the  command  of  Major  Lawrence 
were  in  the  country,  and  ftruck  the  king  with  fo  much  terror,  that, to 
gain  their  friendfhip,  or  even  to  make  them  ceafe  hoftilities  at  this 
critical  conjunfture,  he  would,  if  infilled  on,  have  agreed  to  much 
harder  terms  than  thofe  which  the  Englifh  impofed.  After  the  ra¬ 
tification  of  the  treaty  by  which  Devi-Cotah  was  ceded,  Major  Law¬ 
rence,  leaving  a  garrifon  in  that  fort,  returned  with  the  reft  of  the 
troops  to  fort  St.  David,  where  news  had  been  lately  received  that  a 
peace  was  concluded  in  Europe  between  Great  Britain  and  France. 

The  revolution  at  Arcot  did  not  fail  to  create  much  folicitude  in  the1 
Englifh  at  Fort  St.  David  ;  and  the  part  which  Mr.  Dupleix  had  taken 
in  it  fufficiently  explained  his  ambitious  views  :  but  unfortunately  their 
own  proceedings  at  this  very  time  againft  the  king  of  Tanjore  de- 
llroyed  the  propriety  of  any  protefts  againft  Dupleix’s  conduit for; 
they  could  accul'e  him  of  nothing,  which  they  had  not  done  themfelves. 
Avoiding  therefore  any  difeuffions  on  the  battle  of  Amboor,  they  con¬ 
fined  themfelves  for  the  prefent  to  demand  the  reftoration  of  Madrafs, 
which  the  French,  by  an  article  in  the  peace  of  Aix  la  Chapelle, 
were  obliged  to  deliver  up.  Mr.  Bofcawen,  with  a  part  of  tire  fqua- 
dron,  failed  thither  to  take  poffeflion  of  the  town:  it  was  evacuated.' 
in  the  middle  of  Auguft  ;  and  the  Englifh  received  it  in  a  condition, 
very  different  from  that  in  which  they  had  left  it.  The  building? 
within  the  White  Town  had  fuffered  no  alteration  ;  but  the  baftious 
and  batteries  of  this  quarter  had  been  enlarged  and  improved..  The. 
French  had  utterly  dernoliihed  that  part  of  the  Black  Town  which; 
lay  within  300  yards  from  the  White:  in  which  fpace  had  flood  the. 
buildings  belonging  to  the  moft  opulent  Armenian  and  Indian  mer¬ 
chants:  with  the  ruins  they  had  formed  an  excellent,  glacis,, which; 
covered  the. north  fide  of  the  White  Town  u  and  they  had  likewife 
flung  up  another  to  the  fouth  fide.  The  defences,  nevertbefefs,, re¬ 
mained  ftill  much  inferior  to-  thofe  of  Fort  St.David,  where  the 
fortifications  had  beep  fo.  much,  improved,  that,  the  Eafl  India  com¬ 
pany 


Book II.  History  of  the  Carna.tic, 

pany  had  ordered  the  prefidency  of  their  fettlements  on  the  cqaft 
of  Coromandel  to  be  continued  here. 

Mr.-  Bofcawen,  during  his  ftay  at  Madrafs,  difcovered  that  the  In¬ 
dian  Roman  Catholics  refiding  at  St.  Thome,  who  compofed  the 
greateft  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  place,  were,  by  the  influence 
of  their  priefts,  attached  to  the  French,  as  brethren  of  the  fame  per- 
fuafion.  By  the  conftant  intercourfe  arifnig  from  the  vicinity,  the 
priefts  of  St.  Thome  were  enabled  to  get  intelligence  of  the  tran- 
fa&ions  of  the  Englifh  at  Madrafs,  and  never  failed  to  communicate 
them  to  Mr.  Dupleix,  who  gave  out  that  Murzafa-jing  had  made 
over  the  property  of  St.  Thome  to  the  French  company.  Mr.  Bofca¬ 
wen,  toremove  the  prefent  inconveniencies,  and  to  prevent  the  greater 
detriments  which  would  arife  by  the  eftablifhment  of  a  French  gar- 
•rifbn  in  the  town,  took  poffeffion  of  it  for  the  Englifh  company.  The 
town  had  for  many  years  belonged  to  the  Nabobs  of  Arcot ;  and 
after  the  death  of  An’war-odean  Khan  feemed  to  belong  to  nobody, 
for  there  were  no  officers  either  civil  or  military  ailing  with  authority 
in  the  place.  All  the  fufpeiled  priefts  were  banifhed  :  and  one  of 
them,  who  had  been  lent  by  Mr.  Dupleix  from  Pondicherry,  was 
tranfported  to  Europe.  The  Englifh  flag  was  hoifted  in  the  town, 
and  a  fmail  redoubt,  capable  of  containing  about  30  men,  was  raifed 
at  the  mouth  of  the  river. 

In  the  mean  time  Murzafa-jing  and  Chunda-faheb  were  employed 
at  Arcot  in  fettling  the  affairs  of  their  new  government :  they  fum- 
moned  all  the  chiefs  of  diftriils,  and  'governors  of  forts,  friends  as 
well  as  foes,  to  pay  a  contribution,  which  they  received  from  man)-, 
and,  amongft  the  reft,  Mortiz-’ally,  the  governor  of  Velore,  paid 
700,000  rupees.  After  having  thus  eftablifhed  the  reputation  of 
their  authority  as  fovereigns,  they  proceeded  with  the  greateft  part  of 
their  army,  accompanied  by  the  French  b_attalion  to  Pondicherry,  and 
made,  their  entry  into  the  city  with  great  pomp.  Mr.  Dupleix  re¬ 
ceived  them  with  all  the  oftentatious  ceremonies  and  oriental  marks 
of  refpeft  due  to  the  high  rank  they  affumed,  and  fpared  no  expence 
in  his  entertainment  of  Murzafa-jing,  to  raife  in  him  a  high  opinion 
of  the  grandeur  and  magnificence  of  the  French  nation.  Here  they 
fettled  the  plan  of  their  future  operations;  and  Chundh-faheb  pre- 
S  a  fented 
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fcntcd  Mr.  Dupleix  with  the  fovcrcignty  of  81  villages  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Pondicherry  :  after  which  he  took*  the  field  with  Mur- 
zafa-jing,  and  encamped  about  20  miles  to  the  weft  of  the  city. 

Mahomed-ally,  the  fiecond  Ion  of  AnVar-odean  Khan,  fled  from 
the  battle  of  Amboor  diredlly.to  Tritchinopoly,  where  his  mother, 
with  the  greateft  part  of  his  father’s  treafures,  had  been  lent  for  fo¬ 
ci’ rity,  on  thefirft  news  of  Chunda-faheb’s  approach  to  the  Carnatic. 
This  city  was  much  better  fortified  than  any  place  of  the  fame  extent 
tinder  An’war-odean  Khan’s  government ;  neverthelefs  there  re¬ 
mained  iittle  hopes  of  defending  it  againft  Murzafa-jing,  affifted  by 
the  French  troops,  vuilefs  the  garrifon  was  reinforced  by  a  body  of 
Englifh ;  and  Mahomed-ally,  not  doubting  but  they  would  be  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  neceffity  of  flopping  the  progrcl’s  of  the  French,  ap¬ 
plied  to  them,  as  loon  as  he  arrived  at  Tritchinopoly,  for  affiftance.  • 
He  aflerted,.  that  both  Murzafa-jing  and  Chunda-faheb  were  rebels 
to  the  empire  ;  that  Nazir-jing  was  the  real  Soubah  appointed  by  the 
Great  Mogul  ;  that  he  himfelf  was  the  real  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic, 
having  obtained  the  reverfion  of  the  Naboblhip  from  Nizam-al-mu- 
luck  ;  and  that  he  daily  expefted  to  receive  the  confirmation  from 
Nazir-jing:  a  few  days  after  he  affirmed  that  he  had  received  the 
patents  of  his  appointment. 

Whilft  Mr.  Dupleix  was  profecuting  a  plan  which  he  knew  to  be 
entirely  agreeable  to  the  views  of  the  monarch  andminifters  of  France,- 
the  agents  of  the  Englifli  Eaft  India  company  were  not  authorized 
from  the  court  of  cirefitors  to  involve  their  affairs  in  the  rilk  and  ex¬ 
pellees  of  military  operations  :  for  having  neither  fuipedted  the  views, 
of  Mr.  Dupleix,  nor,  until  the  tranfitory  expedition  to  Tanjore,  en¬ 
tertained  any  Inch  views  themfelves,  they  had  neglefted  to  afk,  and 
confequeiuly  the  directors  to  give,  fucll  a  power  to  exert  themlelves 
as  the  prefent  emergency  of  affairs  required  :  -at  t’nc  lame  time 
they  retained  their  ancient  reverence  to  the  Mogul-  government.. 
Murzafa-jing,  for  ought  they  knew',  might  be  the  Mogul’s  reprclen- 
tative,  and  fo  might  Nazir-jing :  they  were  in  the  fame  uncertainty 
of  Mahomed-ally ’s  title  .;  and  therefore  dreaded  the  rilque  of  lubjedt- 
sng  the  company’s  fettlements  ill  all  parts  of  India  to  the  releutment. 
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Mi-.  Dupleix  fupported  his  caufe,  folemnly  promifed  to  follow  his 

advice,  when  at  the  fame  time  he  intended  to  a&  contrary  to- it.. 
Ti-om  the  dread  of  leffening  his  own  importance,  as  well  as  that  of 
Murzafa-jing,  he  had  carefully  concealed  from  Mr.  Dupleix,  that' 
their  treafures,  notwithftanding  the  large  contributions  they  had 
raifed,  were  almoft  cxhaufted  by  maintaining  fo  numerous  an  army ; 
and  fearing  that  the  liege  of  Tritchiuopoly  might  be  protrafted  lb 
long,  that  their  troops  would  defert  for  want  of  pay  before  the  place 
was  taken,  he  had  determined  to  open  the  campaign  by  the  liege  of 
Tanjore,  which  being  ill  fortified,  he  hoped  in  a  few  days  either  to 
take,  or  to  reduce  to  fuch  extremities,  as  would  induce  the  king  to  pay 
a  large  fum  of  money  to  lave  his  capital  and  his  crown. 

As  foon  as  the  army  entered  the  kingdom,  Chunda-laheb  fum- 
moned  the  king  to  pay  the  arrears  of  tribute  from  the  death  of  the  ■ 
Nabob  Subder-ally  Khan  in  1 742  ;  afferting,  that  whatever  he  might 
have  paid  in  the  interval  to  Au’war-odean  Khan  was  not  a  tribute  to 
the  Mogul  government,  but  a  contribution  to  fupport  a  rebel.  It 
is  the  cuftom  in  Indoftan  to  make  the  conquered  pay  all  the  expences 
of  the  war ;  and  Chunda-faheb  adding  to  the  account  of  the  arrears 
an.  exaggerated  account  of  the  charges  of  Murzafa-jing’s  expedition 
into  the  Carnatic,  made  the  total  of  his  demand  amount  to  40  millions 
of  rupees.  The  King,  upon  the  fir  ft  approach  of  the  enemy,  had  Ihut 
himfelf  up  in  his  capital,  and  now  feeing  the  ftorni,  which  he  had 
for  fome  time  apprehended,  ready  to  break  upon  his  head,  loft  cou¬ 
rage,  and  offered  to  pay  a  ranfom  :  this  was  more  neceffary  to  Chun* 
da-fabeb,  than  either  the  reduction  of  the  city,  or  even  the  conqueft 
of  the  kingdom ;  for  in  the  firft  cafe  the  treafures,  as  is  the  cuftom 
in  times  of  danger,  would  be  buried,  and  in  the  other  no  revenue,  in 
the  confufions  of  a  revolution,  could  be  colleded  for  fome  months. 
In  order  therefore  to  convince  the  king  of  his  readinefs  to  enter  into 
a  negociation,  he  did  not  fuffer  his  army  to  approach  nearer  than 
three  miles  of  the  city ;  and  he  requefted  the  commander  of  the 
French  battalion  not  to  commit  hoftilities  during  the  treaty.  The 
wily  Tanjorine  knew  that  by  protrafting  time  he  Ihould  increafe  the 
diftiefs  of  his  enemies,  and  in  his  letters  expreffed  himfelf  with  fo 
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tnuchfeeming  humility,  that  Chunda-faheb  fufFered  himfelf  to  Be  f-749- 
amufed  to  the  middle  of  December,  without  having  fettled  the  terms 
of.  accommodation.  In  the  mean  time  the  king,  correfponding  with. 
Mahoined-ally  at  Tritchinopoly,  joined  with  him  in  exhorting  Naz-ir- 
jing,  st  Gol-condah,  to  come  and  fettle  the  affairs  of  the  Carnatic  in 
perfon,  after  the  example  of  his  father  Nizam-al-muluck.  He  like- 
wife  folicited  the  affiftauce  of  the  Englifh,  who  exhorted  him  to  de¬ 
fend.  himfelf  to  the  laft  extremity  ;  but  fent  to  his  affiftance  no  more 
than  20. Europeans,  who  were  detached:  from  Tritchinopoly,.  and  err- 
tered  the  city  of  Tanjore  in  the  night-.  - 

Mr.  Dupleix  beheld  with  great  anxiety  this  detention  of  the  army- 
before  Tanjore,  and  continually  lent' letters,  representing  to  Chunda>- 
faheb  the  fuperior  importance  of  Tritchinopoly  and-finding  that  his 
■exhortations  had  no  effedf,  he  ordered  the  commander  of  the  French 
battalion  to  endeavour  to  break  off"  the  treaty,  by  committing- fome 
lignal  hollility.  By  this  time  Chunda-faheb  likewife  thought  it 
neceffary  to  attack  the  place,  and;  in  order  to- intimidate  the  Tanjo- 
rines,  made  his-  whole  army  march  round'  the  walls  founding  their 
military  mufic.  This  procelfion  was  repeated  four  days  fuceeflively,.  . 
but  without  effeft.  The  Tanjorines  fifed  from  the  walls  upon  the 
troops,,  whilft  they  were  making  this  parade  and  on  the  fifth  day 
the  French,  troops  attacked  three  redoubts,  about  600  yards  from 
the  walls,  and  carried,  them  with- the  lofs  of  five  Europeans;.  Early 
the  next  morning  fome- of  the  king’s  minifters  came  to  the  camp; 
and  entered:into  conference  with  Chunda-faheb,  who  made.-his  propo- 
fals,  and  allowed:  the  king  two  days  to  confider  of  them ;  but  finding 
that  no  anfwer  was  returned  on  the  third;  he  direfted  the  French 
commandant  to  bombard  the  town  :.  a  few  fhells  fell  near  the  kino-’S 
palace,  and  frightened  him  fo  much,  that  he  immediately  lent  depu¬ 
ties  to  the  camp.;  who- renewed  the  conferences,  which  continued: 
three  days  longer  without  concluding  any  tiling.  The  French  com¬ 
mandant,  more  weary  than  Chunda-faheb  of  thefe  delays;  renewed 
the  bombardment;  and  tbe  enemy,  afliftedby  the  Englifh  foldier?, 
anfwered  it  by  the  fire  of  many  pieces  of  cannon,  which  they  had 
brought  from  different  parts  of  the  fortifications  to  .that  which  was 
oppefite  the  French  attack.  F.xafperated  -by  this  unexpended  refi  fiance; 

they 
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they  admitted  one  of  tile  gates  of  tlie  city,  and  carried.it;  but! mere. 
jicvcrthclels  prevented  from  entering  the  town  l>y  llrong  cniftaMt! 
mentis.  However,  this  fucccfs  thoroughly  intimidated  the  kingaftgjat 
now,  for  the  firft  time,  enteral  fiiriouily  into  the  difculTioti  of  Chuhdal 

I  cl  1  and  ratified  the  treaty  on  the  21ft  of  December*  by 

1  1  ltoj)ayChiinda-faheb,asNabol), 7,000, ocorupees,and 

nco.ooo  immediately  in  hand  to  the  French  troops ;  he  likewife  ceded 
ro  the  h  rench  company  the  fovereigntv  of  81  villages,  which  had  for¬ 
merly  depended  on  the  town  of  Karical,  where  the  French  had  eftai- 

II  i  Itl  all  es,  and  built  a  fort,  againfl  his  will,  in  the  year  1736. 

We  are  not  exaiftly  informed  of  the  fum  ftipulated  to  be  immedi¬ 
ately  paid  ;  but  in  thel'e  military  collections  the  firft  payment  rarely 
exceeds  a  fourth  part  of  the  whole  afleffment.  The  king  paid  the 
money  with  the  fame  Ipirit  of  procraftination  that  he  had  employed 
in  making  the  agreement.  One  day  he  fent  gold  and  filver  plate, and 
his  officers  wrangled  like  pedlars  for  the  prices  at  which  it  (hould  be 
valued  ;  another  day  he  lent  old  and  obfolete  coins,  fitch  as  he  knew 
would  require  ftric’t  and  tedious  examination  ;  and  then  he  fent  jewels 
and  precious  {tones’,  of  which  the  value  was  ftill  more  difficult  to  be 
afeertained.  C'hunda-laheb  faw  the  drift  of  thefe  artifices,  and  know¬ 
ing-  thcm'to  be  common  practices,  liibmittcd  to  wait,  rather  than  lofe 
the  money,  of  which  he  was  ib  much  in  want.  In  thefe  delays  fevcral 
weeks  more  elanfed  :  and  the  king  of  Tan  tore  had  not  completed 
the  Ori>  navment  wnen  Mr.  Dupleix  informed  Chunda-faheh,  that 
iM-isii-.niiT  v.;k  oijin-oncmug  from  Gol-condah,  and  adviicd  him  at  all 

to  tui.-e  p.nfieb’on  of  Taujore  as  a  place  of  refuge.  But  this 
A  f  ig  with  lb  much  terror,  that  he  immediately 
tir0V-.  up  Ins  c?mi)  with  precipitation,  and  marched  back  towards 
Pondicherry. 

]\1  r.n  iw-  little  regarding  the  fchemes  of  M  urzafa-jing,  but  very  ap- 

rei  il  t  cl  c  intentions  of  his  elder  brother,  Ghazi-o-dean,  to  fuper- 
•i'erlc  !-,im  iti  the  loubahffiipof  thel'outhcrn  provinces,  was  advancm^to- 
wards  Delhi  with  a  conftderable  army,  when  he  heard  of  the  battle  of^ 
Am  boor.  The  conqueftof  the  Carnatic  rendered  his  nephew  no  longer" 
a  chimerical  adventurer,  but  a  formidable  rival ;  he' therefore  detailed 
from  his  journey  to  Delhi,  and  returned  to  Gol-condah,  where  he  im¬ 
mediately 
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'mediately  began  to  augment  his  army,  and  fent  orders  to  all  the  Na-  1750. 
bobs  and  Rajahs,  whole  territories  lie  to  the  Ibuth  of  the  Kriftna,  to 
-hold  themfelves  in  readinefs  to  accompany  him,  with  the  number  of 
troops  which,  either  as  princes  paying  tribute,  or  as  feudatories  of  the 
empire,  they  were  obliged  to  furnilh  in  times  of  danger  to  the  Mo¬ 
gul  government.  It  is  probable,  from  the  implicit  obedience  which 
was  paid  to  thefc  orders,  that  he  was  generally  believed  to  be  the  real 
reprefentative  of  the  emperor.-  For  fome  time  Nazir-jing  imagined, 
that  the  report  alone  of  thele  extraordinary  preparations  would  inti¬ 
midate  his  nephew,  and  induce  him  to  make  fubmiffions :  but  find¬ 
ing  that  Murzafa-jing,  purfuing  his  fuccc-lfes,  had  marched  into  the 
kingdom  of  Tanjore,  he  fet  out  from  Gol-condah,  and  advanced  to¬ 
wards  the  Carnatic.  His  army,  encumbered  with  all  the  preparations 
,  neceffary  to  furnilh  the  . fame  luxuries  in  his  camp  as  he  enjoyed  in 
his  capital,  made  flow  and  dilatory  marches,  and  was  during  its  pro- 
grefs  every  day  augmented  by  the  coming  in  of  the  different  troops 
fum.moned  to  join  him.  .  He  had  hired  three  bodies  of  Morattoes,  of 
10,000  men  each,  to  aft  as  the  huflars  of  the  army :  one  of  thefe  was 
commanded  by  Morari-row,  the  fame  man  who  was  left  governor  of 
Tritchinopoly  when  the  Morattoes  took  the  city  from  Chunda-faheb 
in  1 743.  Morari-row  was. fent  forward,  and  in  the  middle  of  Febru¬ 
ary  arrived,  on- the  bank  of  the  Coleroon,  the  fouthern  boundary  of 
the  .Carnatic,  before  any'  other  part,  of  Nazir-j  ing’s  troops  had  entered 
the  province  to  the  north.  They  met  near  the  Pagoda  of  Chillam- 
brum  the  army  of  Murzafa-jing,  .returning  with  the  French  battalion ; 
and  being  not  lirong  enough  to  venture  a  general  battle,  thev  divided 
into  different  bodies,  and  continued  to.harrafs  the  enemv  s  line  or 
march,  which  extended  three  leagues  :  they  were  often  repulled  fiv 
the  fire  of  the  French  field  pieces,  notwithflanding  which  tnev  con¬ 
tinued  to  return  to  the  charge,  and  accompanied  Mu  / 
until  it  arrived  at  Villanorc.  Murzafa-jing  and  Ch  1  1  t 

in Pondicherry  to  confer  with  Mr.  Duplcix,  who  lharpiv  reproached 
Chunda-laheb  for  having  deviated  from  the  plan  or  a  1 

chinopoly,  as  alio  for  not  taking  pofTeffion  of  Tanjore.  It  was  now 
no  longer  time  to  diflemble,  and  Chunda-laheb  eonfelied  the  motives 
of  his  conduit  by  reprefenting  the  diflrefs  to  widen  tviurzata-img's 
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affairs,  as  well  as  bis  own,  were  at  that  time  reduced  for  wane  .of 
money :  lie  added,  that  what  they  had  received  at  Tanjore  had  like- 
wile  been  expended  in  the  pay  of  the  army,  to  whom  filch  arrears' 
were  ftill  due,  that  he  every  day  apprehended  fome  tumult,  or  per¬ 
haps  a  general  dcfedtion  to  their  common  enemy  Nazir-jing.  The. 
known  generality  of  Chunda-faheb  fecured  him  from  the  lufpicion  of 
diffembling  in  this  declaration,  and  Mr.  Dupleix  now  ihewed  his- 
ability  to.  conduit  the  ambitious  caufe  in  which  he  was  engaged,  by 
not  hefitating  to  employ  the  treafures  of  the  French  company  to  re¬ 
lieve  the  diftrefs  of  his  allies.  He  lent  them  jo,ooo  pounds,  and  gave 
out  that  he  intended  to  furniih  them  with  drill  larger  fums  :  this  well-, 
timed  affiftance  reconciled  and  pacified  the  army  of  Murzafa-jing.. 
At  the  fame  time  Mr.  Dupleix  augmented  the  French  battalion  to 
the  number  of  aooo  Europeans,  and  ordered  this  body  to  encamp,  • 
under  the  command  of  Mr..  d’Auteuil  at  Villanore,  where,  the  army 
of  Murzafa-jing  was  pofted. 

Nazir-jing  on  entering  the  Carnatic,  fummoned  Mahomed-ally  to-, 
join  him  from  Tritchinopoly,. and  difpatched  letters  to  Fort  St.  David, 
requeuing  the  Englifh  to  fend  a  body  of  Europeans ;  and  he  ordered 
all  the  troops  that  marched  from  the  northward  to  rendezvous  under 
the  forts  of  Gin  gee,  fituated  about  35  miles  to  the  northweft  of  Pon¬ 
dicherry.  Large  bodies  arrived  there  every  day;,  and.  at  length,, 
about  the  middle  of  March,  came  up  Nazir-jing  himielf  with  the . 
main  body..  When  the  whole  was  aflembled,,his  army  confifted  of 
000,000  fighting  men,  of  which  more  than-  one  half  were  cavalry,, 
together  with  800  pieces  of  cannon*,  and  1300  elephants..  This 
force,  and  the  number  of  great  lords  who  followed  his  fiandard,  con¬ 
vinced  the  Englifh  that.Nazir-jing  was  the  real  Soubah  of  the  lbuth- 
ern  provinces,  and  they  ordered  the  detachment  at  Tritchinopoly  to- 
proceed  with  Mahomed-ally,  who  with  6000  horle  joined  Nazir-jing 
at  Valdore,  about  fifteen  miles  from  Pondicherry..  A  few  days  after, 
on  the  2 2d  of  March,  major  Lawrence,  with  a  body  of  600  Eut'i- 
peans  from  Fort  St..  David,  came  to  his  camp,  which  was.  now  in 
fight  of  that  of  Murzafa-jing., 

A  member  of  the  council,  and  captain  Dalton,  a  military  officer, 
accompanied  major  Lawrence,  and  were  authorized,  in  conjundhon 

with 
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with  him,  to  treat  with  Nazir-jing  on  the  intercfts  of  the  Eaft  India 
company  ;  he  received  this  deputation  with  politenefs,  and,  amoirgft 
other  -oriental  compliments,  defired  Major  Lawrence  to  take  upon 
him  the  command  of  his  whole  array,  and  propofed  to  attack  the 
enemy  immediately.  Major  Lawrence  reprefented,  that  the,  attack 
would  coft  the  lives  of  many  brave  men,  as  the  French  occupied  a 
flrong  poft  defended  by  a  large  train  of  artillery ;  but  that,  by  moving 
his  army  between  the  enemy  and  Pondicherry,  he  might,  by  cutting 
off  their  communication,  oblige  them  to,  fight  at  a  greater  difadvan- 
tage.  Nazir-jing  replied,  “  What !  fhall  the  great  Nazir-jing,  the 
“  fon  of  Nizam-al-mnluck,  even  for  an  advantage,  fuffer  the  dilgrace 
“  of  teeming  to  retreat  before-fo  defjiicable  an  enemy  ?  ,No,  he  would 
“  march  and  attack  them  in  fronts”  Major  Lawrence  replied,  that 
’  he  might  .-aft  as  he  pleafed;  the  Engliffi  would  be  ready  to  fupport 
him.  The  two  armies  were  fo  near,  that  an  engagement  feemed  in¬ 
evitable;  and  there  was  fo  much  diforder  at  this  time  in  the  French 
battalion,  that  had  the  advice  of  Nazir-jing  been  followed,  the  attack 
he  propofed  would  have  been  fuccefsful.  " 

The  French  officers  who  accompanied  Murzafa-jing  to  Tanjore 
had  taken  care  to  receive,  out  of  the  firft  payments  made  by  the  king, 
the  money  that  had  been  ftipulated  as  their  (hare  of  the  contribution. 
On  the  return  of  the  army  to  Pondicherry,  moft  of  thefe  officers  re- 
quefted  and  obtained  leave,  to  quit  the  camp,  and  repofe  themfelvcs 
from  their  fatigues  in  the  city,  and  others  were  font  to  fiipply  their 
places.  Thefe  entering  upon  fervice  juft  as  Nazir-jing’s  army  afiem- 
bled  at  Gingee,  complained  loudly  that  they  lliould  have  beenchofen 
to  ft, and  the  brunt  of  danger,  without  any  nrotpefi  ot  advantage- 
wbilft  thofe,  who  had  withput  any  rilque  p-ot  io  irmcii  mnnev  «t 
Tanjore,  were  ftxfferccl  to  retire  from  the  field.  1  hev  made  rem0n- 
ftrances,  and  demanded  a  fum  of  money,  to  put  t  hen-  tm-times  upon 
an  equality  with  thofe  to  whole  pofts  they  ft  e  1  hi  D  \ 
a#cftipted  to  bring  them  back  to  their  duty  b 

-ing  one,  all  the  reft  iiififtrd  on  receiving  ti  c  1  c  t  t  a 

their  numbers  being  too  great  to  be  (pared  from  tnc  terviec  ot  tlu> 
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J750.  without  punifhment,  and  continued  to  low  fariion  and  difcontesL 
Tiie  foldiers,  from  this  example  of  their  officers,  grew  infblent,  and 
became  regardlefs  of  their  duty.  .  . 

Such  was  the  confufion  in  the  French  camp,  when  Major  Lawv 
rence  arrived  at  that  of  Nazir-jing.  The  next  day  the  two  anfites. 
drew  out  in  view  of  each  other,  and  a  cannonade  enfued.  Mr.  d*Au- 
teuil  having  no  reliance  on  his  troops,  and  dreading  the  confequences. 
of  being  attacked  by  the  Englifh,  fent  a  meffenger  to  acquaint  Ma¬ 
jor  Lawrence,  that  although  the  troops  of  the  two  nations  were  en¬ 
gaged  in  different  caufes,  yet  it  was  not  his  intention  that  any  Eu¬ 
ropean  blood  fhould  be  fpilt :  and  as  he  did  not  know  in  what  part  of 
Nazir-jing’s  army  the  Englifh  took  port,  he  could  not  be  blamed  if 
any  of  the  French  fhot  came  that  way.  Major  Lawrence  returned 
anfwer,  that  the  Englifh  colours  were  carried  on  the  flag-gun  of  their  ’ 
artillery,  which  if  Mr-  d’Auteuil  would  look  out  for,  he  might  fronv 
thence  difcover  where  the  Englifh  were  ported.  He  added,  that  al¬ 
though  he  was  as  unwilling  as  Mr.  d’Auteuil,  to  fpill  European  blood,, 
yet  if  any  foot  came  that  way,  he  fhould  certainly  return  them-  A 
fhot  from  the  French  entrenchment  flew  over  the  Englifh  battalion 
and  Major  Lawrence,,  imagining  that  it  was  fired  by  Mr-  d’Auteuil’s 
order,  to  try  whether  the  Englifh  would  venture  to  come  to  a&ion  with, 
the  French,  directed  it  to-be  anfwered  from  three  guns  r  the  feditious 
French  officers,  inftead  of  encouraging,  diffieartened  their  men,  by 
exaggerated  deferiptions  of  the  fuperior  force  of  the  enemy.  The. 
cannonade  did  little  execution,  and  ceafed  in  the  evening. 

As  Toon  as  the  night  fet  in,  13  officers  went  in-  a  body  to  Mr. 
d’Auteuil,  gaveup  their  commiffions,  and. immediately  left  the  camp; 
and  by  this  fcandalous  defertion  confirmed  the  panic  of  the  troops, 
who  naturally  imputed  it  to  fear-  Mr-  d’Auteuil  dreading  the  con¬ 
fequences  of  expofing  his  men  in  this  confufion  to  a  general  aftion, 
took  the  refblution  of  withdrawing  immediately  from  the  field,  and. 
ordered  the  battalion  to  march  without  delay  taPondicherry.  Mrtr- 
zafa-jing  and  Chunda-faheb  knew  of  the  fedition,  but  never  fufperi-  s 
0  ing  that  it  would  have  produced  this  confequence,  were  overwhelmed 
with  aftonifhment,  when  they  found  that  their  entreaties  and'remoii- 
frrances  could  not  induce  Mr.  d’Auteuil  to  alter  his  determination. 
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For  feme  days  before  the  cannonade,  meffengers  had  paffed  between  1750. 
^  the  two  camps,  with  overtures  of  accommodation ;  and  feveral  offi- 
cers  in  Nazir-jing’s  army  had  allured  Murzafa-jing,  that  if  he  fub- 
mitted,  they  would  proteft  his  perfon,  and  guarantee  the  execution  of 
any  treaty  which  be  might  make  with  his  uncle ;  but  his  reliance  on 
the  French  troops  and  Mr.  Dupleix,  had  hitherto  prevented  him  from, 
laying  down  his  aims.  There  was  now  no  time  to  be  loft  in  deli¬ 
beration,  for  every  one  was  convinced  that  in  confequence  of  the  re¬ 
treat  of  the  French  battalion,  the  whole  arm}',  before  another  fun 
was  fet,  would  provide  for  its  fafety,  either  by  taking  flight,  or  by 
going  over  to  Nazir-jing.  Chunda-laheb  who  had  every  thing  to 
fear  from  the  refentmeut  of  Nazir-jing,  took  his  refolution  in  the  in- 
ftant,  to  accompany  the  French  troops  to  Pondicherry.  ,  Murzafa— 

,  Jing  ftill  hefitated.  His  principal  officers  determined  him,  by  repre- 
lenting  the  irreparable  dilgrace  of  expofmg  thc  ftandard  of  the  empire,, 
which  he  difplayed,  to  retreat :  for  it  is  fuppofed  that  this  eufign  never 
retreats.  He  therefore  refufed  to  accompany  Chunda-faheb and 
relying  on  the  affurances  which  had  been  made  to  him  from.  Nazir- 
jing’seamp,  refolved  to  fend  deputies  thither, with  offers  to  lurrender. 

After  this  gloomy  conference,  the  two  friends  oppreffed,  but  not  fo 
much  overpowered  by  their  misfortunes  as  to-  defpair  of  meeting; 
again  in  a  better  hour,  embraced  and  feparated  with  profeffions  of 
inviolable  attachment,  which  although  made  by  princes  in  Indoftan, 
were  lincere.  The  French  battalion,  with  lome  fquadrons  of  horle 
led  by  Chunda-laheb,  decamped  at  midnight  in  filence,  but  in  fuch- 
confulion,_that  they  left  behind  forty  gunners,  with  eleven  pieces  of 
cannon.  At  the  fame  time  the  deputies  of  Murzafa-jiug  repaired  to 
the  tent  of  Shanavaze  Khan,  who  with  the  principal  officers  of  the 
durbar,  or  court,  introduced  them  to  Nazir-jing..  This  prince  was 
fo  overjoyed  at  the  profpect  of  having  his  nephew  in  his  power,  that 
it  is  fak!  he  did  not  hefitate  to  fwear  on  the  koran,  that  he  would  nci- 
ther'make  him  a  priloner,  nor  deprive  him  of  the  governments 
^Vhich  he  enjoyed  during  his  grandfather’s  lire. 

On  thefe  affurances,  Murzafa-jing,  left  his  camp,  and  proceeded  to 
pay  his  reipe&s  to  his  uncle ;  but  on  approaching  the  head-quarters, 
was  arrefted,  and  carried  under  a  ftrift  guard  into  a  tent  near  that  of 
.  Nazir-jing, 
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Nazir-jing,  where  he  was  immediately  put  into  fetters:  as  fttorj  as 
the  prince  was  feized,  his  camp  was  attached,  and  his  troops  far. 
prifed  made  little  reliftance  :  .many  were  llain  during  the  purfujt, 
for  the  Soubah’s  troops  gave  no  quarter.  A  [tarty  of  horle  fed)  in 
with  the  French  gunners,  who  had  been  abandoned  by  the  rift  of 
the  battalion,  and  cut  the  greateft  part  of  them  to  pieces.  They 
would  have  destroyed  the  whole,  had  not  the  Englilh  reicued  fome 
of  -them  from  their  fury;  but  moft  of  thefc  were  wounded.  The 
Morattoes  commanded  by  Morari-rovr,  pulhed  on  in  purfuit  of  the 
French  battalion,  and  came  up  with  it  before  it  had  gained  the 
bound-hedge.  Mr.  d’Auteuil  formed  his  men  into  a  hollow  fquare, 
which  Morari-row  attacked  and  broke  into,  with  only  1 5  men,  imagin¬ 
ing  that  the  reft  of  his  party  followed  him  ;  on  feeing  his  danger 
when  furrounded  he  immediately  made  another  effort,  and  broke 
through  the  oppofite  fide  with  fix  men,  lofing  nine  in  this  fecond  at¬ 
tack.  The  Morattoes  continued  to  harrafs  the  army  until  they 
arrived  at  the  bound-hedge  :  they  killed  r  9  of  the  Europeans,  and 
would  have  done  more  execution,  had  they  not  been  vigoroufly  op- 
pofed  by  the  cavalry  commanded  by  Chunda-faheb,  who  behaved 
with  great  aftivitv  and  refolution  during  the  retreat. 

.  This  victory  intirely  difperfed  the  army  of  thunda-faheb  and  Mur- 
zafa-jing,  and,  together  with  the  imprifonment  of  his  rival,  teemed  to 
affure  to  Nazir-jing  the  quiet  poffcffion  of  the  fouhahfhip  :  but  bis 
capacity  was  unequal  to  the  management  of  fo  great  an  employ,  and 
treafon  began  already  to  taint  his  councils.  The  Nabobs  of  Cudapa, 
Canbul,  and  Savanore,  were  the  mo  ft  confiderable  of  the  feudatory 
lords  who  had  accompanied  him  into  the  Carnatic:  they  were  all 
three,  Pitans  by  birth,  and  pofleffed  the  daring  temper  which  charac¬ 
terizes  that  nation.  They  had  obeyed  the  lummons  of  Nazir-jing, 
and  taken  the  field  without  relu&ance,  becaufe'  they  made  no  doubt 
of  obtaining,  in  reward  of  their  military  fervice,  a  remiiiion  of  large 
turns  they  owed  to  the  Mogul’s  trealury,  as  well  as  confiderabie  'im- 
munities  in  their  re.firedlive  governments  :  but  Nazir-jing,  who  alTu^ 
rned  the  full  ftate  of  a  foubah,.paid  no  regard  to  their  pretentions, 
and  treated  them  as  feudatories,  who  had  done  no»more  than  their 
duty  in  joining  the  Mogul’s  ftandard.  Difappointed  in  their  expec- 
*  .  .  tations, 
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tarions,  they  grew  weary  of  a  war  by  which  their  interefts  were  not 
benefited,  and  to  put  an  end  to  it,  had  been  the  firft  to  advife  Mur- 
zafa-jing  to  fubmit.  They  wef e  fecouded  in  thefe  intentions  of  bring¬ 
ing  about  a  reconciliation  by  Shanavaze  Khan  the  prime  minifter, 
and  feveral  of  the'  principal  fervants  of  Nazir-jing’ s  court :  but  thefe 
were  afiluated  by  better  motives ;  for,  owing  their  fortunes  to  Nizam- 
|  •  sl-muluck,  their  gratitude  to  his  memory,  and  attachment  to  his  fa¬ 

mily,  made  them  behold  with  affliction  a  civil  war  between  his  fon 
and  grand-fbn.  It  was  to  thefo  nabobs  and  minifters,  as  well  as  to 
the  amballadors  of  Murzafa-jing,  that  Nazir-jing  had  given  tbofe 
folemn  aflurauces  of  not  injuring  his  nephew,  which,he  broke  as  fooa 
.as, he  got  him  into  his  power.  This  breach  of  faith,  hurt  the  minds 
,  of  all  who  had  interfered, in  inducing  the  young  prince  to  furrender 
j hut  the  minifters  were  content  to  make  gentle  re’prefentations  to-  their 
;  mafler,  whiift  the-Pitan  Nabobs  openly  and  loudly  complained  of  the. 
affront  caft  upon  thertifelvcs,  by  his  contempt  of  obligations,  for  the; 
performance  of  which  they  had  promifed  to  be  refponfible ;  and  from, 
this  hour  they  confederated,.,  and  meditated  mifchief,but  agreed  to 
lliev  no  farther  fymptorns  of  difcontent  until,  they  could  carry  their 
defigus  into  execution.. 

\  At  Pondicherry,,  the  retreat  of’ the  French  battalion,  the  news  of' 
Murzafa-jing’s  imprifonment,and.thedifperfionof  his  army,  naturally 
created  the  greateft  confternation;.."  But  Mr.  Dupleix,  although  more  ' 
affected,  than  any  one.  by  thefe, hidden  reveries,  had  command  enough 
over  himfoif  to.luppreis  the  emotions  of  his-mind,  and  diffembled. 
great  ferenitv.  He  immediaately  ordered  the  army  to  encamp  out  of 
the  bounds,  lent  other  officers  to.command  it,  arrefted  the  mutinous, 
rlircfted  Mr..d’Auteuil  to  be  tried  for  retreating  without  orders,  and 
by  his  own  refolution  re-eltabliflied  in  feme  meafure  tiiat  of  the 
troops'...  At  the  fame  time  he  knew  that  the  number  of  bis  Europeans, 
iinfiipported  by  an  Indian  army,  was  infufficient  to  make  a  itaiid 
agai>it*the  vaft  force  of  Nazir-jing,  affifted  by  the  Englifh  battalion  ;. 
but  his  knowledge  of  the  general  character  of  the  princes  of  ludoftan, 
^ade  him  not  dcfpair  of  difcove'ring,  or  even  (if  creating  Ionic  faCtion 
hi  the  court  of  Nazir-jing,  which,  artfully  managed,  might  contribute 
'  to  re-eftablilh  the  broken  affairs  of  Murzafa-iing  and  Chumia-fahcb.. 

In 
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In  order  therefore  to  gain  the  time  and  intelligence  of  which  he  ftOod 
lb  much  in  need,  he  determined  to  enter  into  a  negociation,  ■  He 
had  fome  days  before  written  a  letter  to  Nazir-jing,  in  which  he  bad  ^ 
offered  to  make  peace,  on  condition  that  Murzafa-jing  was  rfi-inHated 
in  his  former  governments,  and  Chunda-fnhcb  put  in  poffeffion  of  the 
Naboblhip  of  the  Carnatic.  To  this  letter  Nazir-jing-had  returned 
no  anfwer,  and  Mr.  Dupleix  made  ufe  of  this  neglect  as  a  pretext 
to  continue  the  correfpondence.  He  afferted,  that  the  retreat  of  the 
French  troops  had  been  executed  in  confequence  of  orders  which  he 
himfelf  had  given,  in  hopes  of  accelerating  the  peace,  by  that  proof 
of  his  averlion  to  continue  hoftilitics ;  and  to  convince  Nazir-jing 
that  the  troops  had  not  taken  flight,  as  was  believed  in  his  camp,  he 
boldly  magnified  the  {laughter  they  made  when  attacked  in  their  re¬ 
treat.  He  reminded  him  of  the  holpitality  and  good  treatment  which 
his  lifter  the  mother  of  Murzafa-jing,  received  in  Pondicherry ;  re¬ 
commended  this  prince  to  his  clemency,  and  defired  leave  to  fend 
ambafladors.  * 

Nazir-jing  confented  to  receive  the  embafiy,  and  two  of  the  council 
of  Pondicherry  went  to  the  camp  ;  one  of  them  was  well  verfed  in  the 
Indoftan  and  Perfic  languages,  which  are  the  only  tongues  ufed  in  the 
courts  of  theMahomedan  princes.  They  had  an  audience  of  ceremony, 
after  which  they  conferred,  as  ufual,  with  the  council  of  minifters,  and 
'  after  fe  veral  higher  demands,  they  made  their  ultimate  propofals,  which 
were,  that  the  eftates  of  Murzafa-jing  fhould  be  inverted  in  the  Ion  of 
thatprince,untilNazir-jingcouldbeprevailedupon  to  reconcile  himfelf 
to  the  father ;  and  that  Chunda-laheb  {hould  be  appointed  Nabobof  the 
Carnatic.  The  council  of  minifters,  although  many  of  them  wifhed 
well  to  Murzafa-jing,  would  not  venture  to  reprefont  to  their  mafter  the 
demands  made  by  Mr.  Dupleix  in  his  behalf;  and  told  the  French  de¬ 
puties,  that  the  pretenfions  of  Chunda-faheb  were  ftill  lefs  admiffible, 
feeing  that  the  government  of  the  Carnatic  was  bellowed  on  Ma- 
homed-allv,  the  Ion  of  An’war-odean  Khan.  The  French  deputies 
left  the  camp,  after  having  remained  in  it  eight  days  ;  but  although 
they  failed  in  gaining  the  apparent  ends  of  their  miflion,  they  ob  . 
t.aincd  the  real  advantages  Mr.  Dupleix  propofed  from  it,  by  making 
t  hemfolves  acquainted  with  the  Hate  of  Nazir-jing’s  court,  and  by  ella- 
•  blilhing 
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bli filing  the  means  of  carrying  on  a  correlpondence  with  the  dif- 
contented  Nabobs  of  Cudapa,  Canoul,  and  Savanore. 

Sufpicions  were  entertained  of  the  clandcftine  condiaft  of  the 
French  deputies,  and  Major  Lawrence  was  informed,  that  feme  de- 
figu  was  carrying  on  ill  the  camp  againft  the  Soubah,  in  which  Sha- 
navaze  Khan,  the  prime  minifler,  was  the  principal  agent.  The 
latter  part  of  this  report  was  not  true,  and  the  firft  could  not  be 
proved  :  however,  the  major,  at  an  audience,  endeavoured  to  acquaint 
Nuzir-jing  with  what  lie  iiad  heard,  but  his  interpreter  had  not  cou¬ 
rage  to  make  a  declaration,  which  woflfh  probably  have  coft  him  his 
life,  and  milrepreiented  what  he  was  ordered  to  lay.  There  was  no 
other  method  of  conveying  this  intelligence  ;  for  the  ftate  maintained 
by  'Nazir-jing,  as  Soubah,.  fuffered  no  letters  to  be  directly  addreflcil 
*  to  him,  and  no  one  was  admitted  to  a  private  conference  but  his  prime 
minifler,  who  was  involved  in  the  acculiition,  or  his  domeftics,  who, 
-as  in  all  court*,  were  dependants  on  the  minifler. 

On  the.  return  of  the  deputies,  Chunda-faheb  began  to  levy  troops, 
and  Mr.  Dup'.cix  thought  it  necelllu  v  to  re-eflablilh  the  reputation 
of  the  French  arms  by  lome  enterprize,  which,  -might  convince  the 
alues  he  had  gamed  in  Nazir-jing’s  camp,  that  he  was  both  pre¬ 
pared  and  determined  to  continue  the  war.  Mr.  d’Auteud,  who 
had  taken  the  command  again,  marche  d  before  day,  and  aum-imd  by 
Surprize  one  of  the  quarters  of  the  camp,  iqjo  winch  t.  e  tioops 
;  ict  it  d  lull,  fii  ng  at  fugitives:  for,  as  it  is  the  cuiarni  m  an 
Indian  armv  to  make  tnc  great  meal  at  mght,  and  after  it  to  ImoV 
opmm,  and  other  loponterous  drugs,  the  vviuile  camp  towards  murn- 
ino-  is  r  tucrallv  in  io  deep  and  lieavv  a  lieep,  ilmt  a  tew  rclohuc  u  d 
inlciphnvd  men  mav  heatup  thoulands,  herorc  they  recover  alcrtin  Is 

hi  tnc  mean  time  major  Law:  cnee  with  the  battalion  remained  nt 
the  camp,  and  with  the  other  deputies  lolhcitv-..  Nazir-pug  to  n  nlirm 
litff  ?r:iut,  wlncn  lUahomcd-allv,  now  eil-  er.  v  u  Nabob  oi  A.ro.t,  had 
vintulc  totl.v  b  nk-Enaia  company  o;  atemti.  ■•.  near  Madralu,  in  refiirtt 
lor  the  a  Alliance  of  ti.cir  troops.  11-  b.  d  oitctt  prnmilcd  to  co  n- 
j>iy  with  tins  requeft ;  out  his  manlier  ihanavaze  khan  regr.rdv.l 
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fuch  a  ceffion  as  inconfiften-t  with  the  majefty  of  the  Mogul  empire* 
and  prevented  the  fhinnaund,  or  patent,  from  being  iflued  from  his 
office.  W earied  with  prevarication,  major  Lawrence  infilled  on  a  pe¬ 
remptory  anfwer,  on  which  he  was  allured  that  he  fhould  be  imme¬ 
diately  fatisfied,  provided  he  would  march  with  the  battalion  to  Arcot, 
where  Nazir-jing  had  taken  the  refolution  of  going  with  his  whole 
army.  He  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  comply  with  this  propofal,  left 
the  French  and  Chunda-faheb  fhould  take  advantage  of  his  ablence 
and  invade  the  Englilh  territory.  He  therefore  endeavoured  to  divert 
the  Soubah  from  this  puqfBTe,  by  reprefenting  that  it  would  give 
the  enemy  an  opportunity  of  recruiting  their  forces,  and  recom¬ 
mencing  hoftilities ;  whereas,  by  remaining  near  Pondicherry,  hs 
might,  by  cutting  off  their  communications  with  the  country, reduce 
them  to  fuch  diftreffes  as  would  oblige  them  to  accept  of  peace  onr 
his  own  terms.  This  reafoning  producing  no  effedt,  the  major  re¬ 
turned  with  the  battalion  to  Fort  St.  David,  and  in  the  latter  end  c£' 
April  Nazir-jing  broke  up  hjs  camp  at  Yaldore,  and  marched  to 
Arcot.  . 

From  hence  he  fent  orders  to  feize  the  houfes  and  effedls,  which 
the  French  company  had  in  the  city  of  Mafulipatnam,  and  at  Yauamy 
a  weaving  town  about  35  miles  farther  north.  His  officers  proceeded 
without  violence,  plundered  nothing,  and  fealed  up  what  they  took 
poffeffion  of.  The  detriment  fuftained  was  not  conlklerable  ;  but  Mr, 
Dupleix,  apprifed  of  the  defencelefs  condition  of  Maliilipatnam,  de- 
Hrmined  to  revenge  it  ten-fold,  by  attacking  this  city,  which  he  had 
for  force  months  eonfidered  as  an  acquifition  lb  neceffary  to  his  future 
views,  that  he  had  prevailed  on  Murzafa-jing  upon  his  lirft  arrival  at 
Pondicherry  to  promife  the  ceffion  of  it  to  the  French  company, 
Mafulipatnam  is  fituated  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Kriftna,  which 
bounds  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  and  -the  ancient  Carnatic  to  the 
north  :  it  is  the  feavport  of  Gol-condah  and  the  weftern  countries 
in  that  part  of  the  peninfula,  with  which  it  has  communication  by 
the  river  Kriftna,  and  by  feveral  high  roads  :  it  was  formerly  tKLv 
greateft  mart,  and  one  of  the  molt  opulent  and  populous  cities  of  I11- 
doftan ;  infomuch  that  leveral  modern  authors,  lirll  blundering  in  the 
acceptation  and  orthography  of  the  termination  Patnam,  which 

lignifies 
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fignifies  a- town  ;  and  then  forming  conjedlures  on  the  reputation  of  1750. 
this  place,  have  not  hefitated  to  derive  the  whole  Pitan  nation,  but  '—v—* 
alfij'a  race  of  kings  at  Delhi,  from  a  colony  of  Arabians,  who,  about 
400  years  ago,  as  they  fay,  founded  Mafulipatnam.  The  city  is  even 
at  this  day  a  place  of  confiderable  trade  and  relbrt,  and  famous  for 
its  manufa&ures  of  painted  cloths ;  for  the  plants  from  which  the 
dies  are  extra&ed  grow  no  where  iq  fuch  'per-fe£Hon  as  in  the  ad¬ 
jacent  territory.  In  the  beginning  of  July  a  detachment  of  200  Eu¬ 
ropeans  and  300  Sepoys,  together  with  feveral  pieces  of  battering 
cannon  and  a  quantity  of  military  {lores*  were  put  on  board  two 
large  {hips,  which,  after  a  paffage  of  three-days,  anchored  in  the  road. 

The  troops  landed,  in  the  night,  and  attacking  the  city  by  furprize, 
took  it  with  .very  little  lofs.  They  kept  pofleffion  of  it,  and  imme- 
’diately  began  to  put  it  into  a  better  pofture  of  defence. 

In  the  mean  time  the  French  battalion  had,  foon  after  the  retreat 
of  the  Soubah’s  army,  formed  their  camp,  as  if  in  defiance  of  his 
authority,  on  the  limits  of  the  new  territory  .ceded  by  Murzafa-jing 
.to  the  French  company  ;  but  this  infult  produced  no  effect  on  the 
mind  of  Nazir-jing,  who  deeming  the  imprifonment  of  his  nephew 
a  fufficient  fecurity  again!!  any  farther  commotions,  indulged  the  bent 
of  his  nature,  and  gave  his  whole  time  to  the  pleafures  of  women, 
and  hunting:  but  although  he  gave  no  application -to  bufinefs,  he 
decided  peremptorily  on  the  affairs  -which  his  painifters  reported  to 
him ;  and  his  orders,  howfoever  abford,  were  irrevocable  :  his  caprices 
dilgufted  his  friends,  and  his  indolence  rendered  him  contemptible 
to  his  enemies.  The  Pitan  Nabobs  infinuated  thcmfelvcs  info  his 
favour,  by  encouraging  him  in  his  vices,  and  at  the  fame  time  ad- 
vifed  Mr.  Dupleix  to' proceed  to  afiion.  • 

Mr.  Dupleix  followed  their  advice,  and  ordered  500  Europeans  to 
attack  the  pagoda-  of  Trivadi,  lying  about  fifteen  miles  to  the  veil 
of  Fojt  St.  David.  The  pagoda  lerved  as  a  citadel  to  a  large  pclicji, 
Iw^which  name  the  people  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel  call  every 
.yfown  contiguous  to  a  fortrefs,  Trivadi  made  no  refinance,  and  the 
French  having  garrifontd  it  with  50  Europeans  and  ieo  Sepoys, 
began  to  collcft  the  revenues  of  the  diftridl.  Tins',  ncquifition  carried 
them  to  the  fouth  of  the  river  Paunar  ;  and  Mahomed-aily  concluding 
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that  they  would  not  hefitate  to  pufh  their  conciucfts  Hill  farther,  re- 
que/lcd  Nazir-jing  to  permit  him  t(  t  k  t!  f  1  ml  defend  the  <•-' 
territories  of  which  he  had  created  h  1  1  e  that  die  Ehg- 

lifh,  for  the  fake  of  their  own  inten  h  ;  troops  with 

their  whole  force.  Nazir-jing  was  i  \  j  nft  the  Ehg- 

lifit  for  having  refufed  to  accompany  him  to  Arcot.  ttiat  it  was  fome 
time  before  he  could  be  prevailed  on  to  luiter  ms  vattal  to  all:  their 
affiftance  :  at  length  howevci  h  c  D  1,  bt  \  t  out  giving  his 
own  name  as  a  fantlion.  1  he  lontmih,  anured  by  Mahomed-ally 
that  he  would  punctually  defn>  U  c  j  c  o  da  body  of  400 
Europeans  and  ;  500  Sepoys  to  tase  the  hclci,  and  me  Nabob  marched 
from  Arcot  with  an  army  of  20,000  men,  ot  which  more  than  one  half 
were  the  troops  of  Nazir-jin<r;  but- not  tlimkmsr  even  mis  force  fufli- 
cient  to  pals  through  the  countries  nca'r  ronaichern-,  before  it  was  re¬ 
inforced  by  the  Englilh  troops,  he  encamped  ana  waited  tor  them  near 
Gingee,  where  they  joined  tnem  m  the  besnnmng  of  July. 

The  army  then  moved  towards  Fort  St.  David,  and  encamped  on 
the  plain  of  Trivandnparum,  waiting  for  two  24  pounders  and  military 
{lores.  As  loon  as  theTe  arrived,  they  marched  on  the  19th  of  July 
towards  theFrench,  whom  they  difeovered  in  the  evening  about  eight 
miles  to  the  eaft  of  Trivadi,  near  the  northern  bank  of  the  Pannar,. 
which  river  was  at  this  time  fordable.  The  army  halted  on  thelbuth 
fide  of  the  river,  and  a  large  body  of  Sepoys,  with  the  company  of 
CafFres,  were  detached  to  attack  the  enemy’s  advanced  polls,  and  to  . 
reconnoitre  the  iifnation  of  their  camp.  A  Ikirmilh  enfued  which, 
iaftedunt  1  11  1  t  1  ntl  detachment  was  recalled.  They  reported, 
that  the  e  cn  c  ij  in  a  grove,  enclofcd  by  ftrong  entrench¬ 
ments,  mountect  witn  ten  pieces  ot  cannon.  In  order  to  draw  them 
from  this  fltwntinn.  captain  Cope  per&aded  the  Nabob  to  march  againft 
Trivadi ;  and  tb*  army  aopeared  before  the  place  the  nest  day,  and 
fu’mmoned  1 1  "■  1  1  v  ho  refufed  to  furrender.-  Captain. (dope 

therefore  pvopo!cd  to  -the  Nabob  to  order  his  troops  to  fcale  the  walls, 
and  make  a  general  affault,  whiilt  the  Englilh  battered  down  theN,, 
nates.  The  Nabob  confented,  but  his  troops  refufed  to  undertake  lb 
perilous  an  attempt ;  the  army  therefore  marched  back  the  next  morn¬ 
ing  towards  the  French  encampment,  and  halting,  formed 'for  battle 
§  within 
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•cxbaafted  his  trealury  by  giving  Nazir-jing  two  millions  of  rupees. 
Major  Lawrence,  who  .now  commanded  at  Fort  St.  David,  not  only 
as  the  firft  military  officer,  but  alfo  as  temporary  governor  of  the  fet-  r 
tlcmcut.  was  as  much  offended  by  thel’e  prevarications  of  Mahomed- 
oily  as  he  had  been  by  thofe  of  Nazir-jing,  and  with  the  fame  fpirit 
of  indignation  which  had  diftated  to  him  the  refolution  of  quitting 
the  Sou  bah,  ordered  the  troops  to  leave  the  Nabob,  and  march  back 
to  Fort  St.  David,  where  they  arrived  the  19th  of  Auguft. 

As  foon  as  they  retreated,  Mr.  Duplcix  ordered  the  main  body  at 
Valdore  to  march  and  join  the  camp  near  Trivadi :  the  whole  force, 
'when  united,  coniifled  of  1800  Europeans,  3500  Sepoys,  and  1000 
horie,  levied  by  Chuuda-faheb,  together  with  .  twelve  field  pieces. 
The  army  of  Mahomed-ally  confided  of  5000  foot  and  1 5000  horie, 
varioufly  armed :  his  camp  extended  between  two  villages  which' 
iecured  the  flanks ;  the  rear  was  defended  by  a  river  ;  in  front  were 
.feveral  entrenchments  occupied  by  the  infantry ;  and  in  the  other 
intervals,  where  there  were  no  entrenchments,  cannon  were  planted  ; 
the  cavalry,  .inflead  of  being  out  on  the  plain,  formed  a  fecond  line 
within  the  camp.  On  the  21ft  of  Augufl  the  French  advanced  to 
attack  this  abfurd  difpofition  :  their  field  pieces  were  diftributed  in 
■front ;  the  baggage-carts  were  ranged  in  a  regular  hiff'jn  the  rear, 
and  the  cavalry  were  on  each  wing  :  they  made  feveral  halts,  during 
which  they  gave  a  general  difeharge  of  their  artillery,  which  was 
anfwered  by  the  enemy’s  cannon  and  mufketry,  not  a  fhot  of  which 
•did  execution  ;  but  a  rocket,  which  the  Moors  make  ufe  orto  frighten 
cavalry,  fet  fire  to  a  tumbril,  and  this  blowing  up,  wounded  fome  of 
.the  Sepoys.  As  foon  as  the  French  troops  were  within  200  yards 
of  the  camp,  they  marched  up  brifkly  to  the  entrenchments,  which 
the  Nabob’s  troops  immediately  abandoned,  and  at  the  fame  time 
deferred  the  cannon.  .  The  French  having  entered  the  camp,  formed 
again,  brought  up  their  artillery,  and  began  to  fire  upon  the  cavalry, 
who  were  foon  flung  into  confufion.  The  rout  became  genera?, 
horfe  and  foot  fled  promifeuoufly  and  with  fuch  precipitation,  thay 
many  pufhed  direftly  into  the  river,  where  they  were  drowned. 
They  continued  to  fire  upon  the  fugitives  whilft  any  remained  in  the 
camp, ( and  killed  near  a  thoufand  men  :  the  Nabob  himfelf  made  his 
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efcape  with  great  difficulty,  and  hurried  awayto  Arcot,  were  he  ar~  1750., 
rived  with,  only  two  or  three  attendants.  This  vidtory  was  obtained  by 
*  the  French  without  the  lofs  of  a  mgn,.2Hdsnone  were  even  wounded, 
excepting  thofe  who  fufFeredJi^yfhe  exploffcn  of  the  tumbril. 

Even  this  fuccefs  cfvdn'eu-  arms  was  not 'efficient  to  rouze  Nazir- 
jing  out  of  the  luxurious  indolence  in  whiclh  he  palled  his  time  at 
Arcot :  Mr.  Dupleix  refolved  to  avail  himself  of  his  inactivity,  and 
of  the  general  confternation  which  the  defijat  of  Mahomed-ally  had- 
caufed  in  the  neighbouring  countries,  andVimm'ediately  ordered  his 
array  to  march  and  attack  Gingee.  This  Mace  was  formerly  the  - 
refidence  of  a  race  of  Morattoe  kings,  whofeSelominions  extended 
from  hence  to  the  borders  of  the  kingdom  of  Tanjore  :  thefe  princes 
were  the  anceftors  of  the  famous  Sevagee,  who  became  king  over  all 
the  Morattoe  nations;- and  it  has  long- been  a  general,  although 
erroneous  notion,  that  Sevagee  himfelf  was  born  at  Gingee.  The 
fortifications,  as  well  as  thofe  of  Velore,  bear  the  marks  of  the  mili¬ 
tary  character  of  the  nation  to  which  they  belonged.  A  ftrong  wall 
flanked  with  towers,  and  extending  near  three  miles,  inclofes  three 
mountains,  which  form  nearly  an  equilateral  triangle  ;  they  are  fteep. 
and  craggy,  and,  on  the  top  of  each  are  built  large  and  ftrong  forts 
befides,  there  are  many  other  fortifications  upon  the  declivities':  on 
the  plain  between  the  three  mountains  is  a  large  town.  The  In¬ 
dians,  who  efteem  no  fortifications  very  ftrong,  unlefs  placed  upon 
high  and  difficult  eminences,  have  always  regarded  Gingee  as  the 
ftrongeflr  fortrefs  in  the  Carnatic. 

A  detachment  of  250  Europeans,  1200  Sepoys,  with  four'field 
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to, try  the  ’effeft  of  negocif£tion  before  he  took  the  field,  and  lent  two 
of  his  officers  to  Pondicherry,  to  treat  with  Mr.-  Dupleix:  who  now 
not  paly  infilled  on  the  reftoration-afoMurzafa-jing  to  his  liberty  and . 
eftates,' together  with  the.  apj-artftment  of^’Chundariaheb  ,in  the.  Car¬ 
natic  ;  but  required^&^Tfhat  the  city  of  Mafulipainam,  with  its  de-  ‘ 
.pendencies,,  fhouid  be  given  up  to  the  French  company,  and  that 
their  troops  fhouki  keep1  pofleffion  of  Gipjfree  until  Nazir-jing  re¬ 
turned  to  Aureng-abad.  .  jT 

He  ltarcely  expefted  that'  Nazir-jing  would,  agree  to  thefe  im- 
perious  terms,  and  bj  propofing  them  had  another  intention  than  to 
provoke  him  to  take  the.field,  for  it  was  in  the  iNId  alone  that  the  pro¬ 
jects  he  had  formed  againft  him  could  be  carried. into  execution.  His 
expectation  was  not  disappointed,  for  Nazir-jing  immediately  ordered 
his  troops  to  march  towards  G ingee,  and  in  the  latter  end  of  Sep¬ 
tember  joined  them  h.inife)|l  His  army  was  now  much  lefs  numerous 
than  when  he.  entered  the  Carnatic  ;  for  very  few  of  the  chiefs  tv  ho 
had  been  permitted  to  return  .to  their  own  countries  rejoined  his 
ltandard,  and  the  troops  which  he  had  fent  to  Gol-condah  were  at 
too  great  a  diftance  to  march  back  into  the  province  of  Arcot  be-  . 
fore  the  rainy  feafon.  His. camp  however  confuted  of  60,600  foot,. 
45,000  horte, , 700  elephants,  and  360  pieces  of  cannon,  and  with 
the  attendants',  who  in  an  Indian  army  always  out-number  the  re¬ 
gular  ■  troops,  contained  a  multitude  little  lefs  than  300,000  men. 
Fins  great  body  moved  very  flowly,  -and  employed  fifteen  days  in  / 
maremne-  thirty  miles  ;  and  when  at  the  diftance  of  fixteen  from 
Guieee,  were  prevented  from  getting  any  fort  her  by  the  rains,  which 
fettins  in  witu  srreat  violence,  overflowed  the  whole  country.  The 
notion  of  expofine  the  ftandard  of  the  empire  to  difgruce,  by  appear- 
o  t  j  ei  z  ing  from  returning  immediately  to 
,'vrcot.  and  m  two  or  three  days  his  army  was  incloled  between  two 


ncr  e  -al  10ft  impanaDle  bv  tne  inundation. 

1  n<-  ^nimunicaaoti  with  the  neighbouring  c  t  I  y 

^  /  T  It  p  o  n  fcarce,  ai  1  t!  11c 

f  u  t  t!  weather,  i  !  1  ip  1 

tl  e  ca  |  i  >  i  ere  likely  t  1  ft 

-.turn  of  fair  weather  m  December.  The  w  t  gt  j  1  of  r 
'  X  "  *  jing 
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jing  grew  impatient  at  thefe  unexpefted  impediments,  which  pro¬ 
tracted  a  vcar,  in  which  he  had  already  wafted  a  year,  abfent  from 
the  reft  of  the  vaft  eftates.  hi=  f.ubahfhip ;  and  growing  on  a  fud- 
den  as  anxious  to  quit  thdfCarnatic  aVL&had  hitherto  been  fond  of 
remaining  in  it,  he  renewed  his  correfpondence  -with  Mr.  Dupleix  ; 
and  to  avoid  the  difgracejof  feeing  the  French  maintain  their  pre¬ 
tentions  in  hoftile  defiancej  of  his  authority,  he  determined  at  laft  to 
give  his  patents  for  all  the/ceflions  they  demanded,  on  condition  that, 
they  Ihould  hold  them  as/nis  vaffals. 

Mr.  Dupleix,  who  w/fll  knew  the  little  faith  to  be  repofed  in  any 
engagements  or  profefiions  made  by  the  princes  of  Indoftan,  neither 
fuffered  the  offers  of  Nazir-jing  to  flacken  his  machinations  with  the 
difcontented  confederates  in  the  army,  nor  his  reliance  on  thefe  to 
interrupt  his  negociation  with  their  fovereign.  It  was  now  the 1 
month  of  December,  the  rains  were  ceafed,  and  the  important  mo¬ 
ment  was  at  hand,  when  it  was  abfolutely  neceflary  to  make  the  op¬ 
tion  between  two  very  different  methods  of  accomplithing  his  views. 

His  correfpondence  with  the  Pitan  Nabobs  had  been  carried  on 
feven  months,  and  they  had  engaged  in  their  confpiracy  above  twenty 
other  officers  of  principal  note  ;  fo  that  all  together  the  confederates 
commanded  one  half  of  Nazir-jing’s  army  :  they  reprefented,  that  if  it 
was  wonderful  the  fecret  had  been  fo  long  kept  by  fo  many,  every 
hour’s  delay  now  teemed  with  infinite  rifques,  fince,  in  order  to  make  - 
the  difpofitions  neceflary  to  inlure  the  fuccefs  of  the  enterprize,  they 
-Mere  obliged  every  day  to  communicate  to  numbers  of  fubaltern 
officers  a 'fecret,  which,  at  the  time  of  execution,  muft  be  known  to 
all  their  troops. 

At  the  fame  time  came  deputies  from  Nazir-jing  to  Pondicherry, 
who  confidently  affirmed  that  he  would  immediately  fign  the  treaty, 
break  up  his  camp,  and  march  out  of  the  Carnatic. 

Affured  of  fuccefs  by  either  of  thele  events,  Mr.  Dupleix  left 
chance  to  decide  which  Ihould  take  place,  and  preffing  Nazir-^mp’s 
.  deputies  to  produce  the  treaty  ratified,  he  at  the  fame  time  orderfci'^ 
the  commander  of  the  French  troops  at  Gingee  to  march  the  very 
inftant  that  the  confederates  Ihould  fignify  to  him  that  every  thing 
was  prepared  to  carry  the  long-meditated  feheme  into  execution. 
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The  fummons  from  the  -Pitan  Nabo.bs  arrived  at  Gingee  before  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty  at  Pondicherry. 

It  was  on  the  4th  of.Decembi^.tbat.Mi-.  dela  Touche,  who  now- 
commanded  the  troops,  begatuhis  marchtfrom  Gingee  with  800  Eu¬ 
ropeans,  3000  Sepry-j-rand  ten  field  pieces.  Some  hints  were  given 
fufficient  to  inlpir/the  foldiers  with  confidence,  but  Mr.  de  la  Touche 
communicated  the  whole  plan  only  to  Mi.  Bully  and  three  or  four  of 
the  principal  officers.  A  guide  fent  by/  the  confederates  conduced 
the  army  towards  the  quarter  where  ti\e  troops  immediately  com¬ 
manded  by  Nazir-jing  encamped,  which, \after  a  march  of  fixteen 
miles,  the  French  came  in  fight  of  at  four  o\^ock  the  next  morning. 
The  whole  camp  extended  eighteen  miles,,  every  Nabob  and  Rajah 
having  a  feparate  quarter.  Some  cavalry  going  the  rounds  difcovered 
the  French  battalion,  and  alarmed  the,  advanced  polls,  which  were 
very  foon  difperfed  :  the  French  then  came  up  to  the  line  of  Nazir- 
jing’s  artillery,  behind  which  were  drawn  up  25,000  foot.  Here  the 
Conflict  became  lharper ;  for  the  full  firing  having  fpread  the  alarm, 
moll  of  the  generals  devoted  to  Nazir-jing  fent  their  troops  to  the 
place  of  adtion  ;  lo  that  one  body  was  no  looner  repulfed  than  another 
fucceeded,  and  even  many  of  the  fugitives  rallied,  and  formed  again 
in  their  rear.  The  French  never  experienced  with  more  fuccels  the 
advantage  of  field  pieces  managed  with  the  dexterity  of  quick  firing  ; 
for' this  alone  preferved .the  troops  in. many  a  repeated  charge  from 
being  broken  by  the  cavalry.  Thus,  furrounded,  they  gained  their 
way  very  (lowly,  and  after. palling  the  line  of  cannon,  were  three 
hours  advancing  three  miles  into  the  camp.  They  had  already  dil- 
-  perfed  one  half  of  the  army,  when  they  deferied  at  fome  dillance  a 
vail  body  of  horfe  and  foot  drawn  up  in  order,  which  extended  as  far 
as  the  eye  could  reach ;  and  the  French  troops  were  on  the  point  of 
lofing  courage  at.  the  idea  of  having  this  formidable  holl  Hill  to  en¬ 
counter,  when  they  perceived  in  the  center  of  it  an  elephant  bearing 
»  large  white  flag.  This  was  the  fignal  of  the  confederates  :  it  was 
'immediately  known  by  Mr.  dela  Touche,  and  explained  to  the  troops, 
who  exprefied  their  joy' by  repeated  Ihouts  :  .they  were  ordered 
halt,  until  fome  intelligence  Ihould  be  received  from  the  Pitan  Na¬ 
bobs,  whofe  enfigns  were  now  difeerned  approaching. 
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Nasir-jing,  who  had  the  day  before  ratified  his  treaty  with  Mr. 
Dupleix,  and  lent  it  to  Pondicherry,  gave  no  credit  to  thole  who  firft 
reported  to  him  that  his  attacked  bv  the  French  troops; 

when  con  v  inced  of  it,  theftnajcftic  iftcac.jn  winch  lie  had  been  cdu- 
t  1,  ogethc,  with  lbm^clegree  of  mutual  Cougage,  did  not  ftiffer 
rum  toajtprc’ncnd  any  danger  from  fuch  a  handful  of  men;  and  calling 
■lieu-  attack  “the  read  attempt  of  a  parcel  of  drunken  Europeans,” 
rse  ovde.cu  the.  officers  wj-o  were  near  him  to  go  and  cut  them  to 
pieces,  and  r.t  the  fame  riqlnc  ordered  the  head  of  Murzafa-jing  to  he 
frrucit  oh-  ana  brought  J</  him;  Ms/Tengcrs  arrived  every  minute  to¬ 
il)  form  hint  of  the  prtfgrcfs  which  the.  French  troops  were  making:, 
and  on  enquiring  what  dilpofirions  were  made  by, the  different  Nabobs 
and  chiefs  who  followed  his  ftandard,  he  was  told,, that,  the  troops 
of  Cudapah,  Canon],  Candanore,  of  Myfore,  together  with  zo,ooo- 
of  the  Morattoes,  were  drawn  up- in  order  of  battle,  but  had  not  yet 
advanced  to  repulie  the  French..  Enraged  at  this-  inaction  of  lb  large 
a  part  of  his  army,  he  mounted  his  elephant,  and  accompanied  by  his 
body-guard-,  advanced  toward  tbefe  troops  ;  and,  the  firft  he. came  to 
were  tbofe  of  Cudapah,  whofe  Nabob  was  at  their  head.  Nazir- 
vner  rod?  -un  to  him.  and  told  him,  that  lie  was  a  daftardly  coward, 
vriio  d:ir?.+  nof  to  defend  the  Mogul’s  ftandard  againft  the  moft  con-- 
of  enemies.  The  traitor  replied,  that  he  knew  no  cnemy 
i.,,;-  p-.nr.;miT.  and  at  the  fame  time  gave  the  fgnal  to  a  fufileer,. 
-,-h^  with  him  on  the  fame  elephant,  to  fire.  The  fhot  miffed, 
V*  wbi.~h  Cudapah  himfelf  difeharged  a  carabine,  which  lodged  two- 
;.,!!=  in  >?  bean  of  the  unfortunate  Nazir-jing,  who  fell  dead  on> 
H,s  n-.-.m-ris  were  ftruck  with  fo  much  difmay  at  this  lud- 
c  fr  o  1  a  v  of  them  attempted  to  revenge  it,  and  thefe 
e  c  i  1  or  cut  down.  The  Nabob  of  Cudapah  then 
d  t  be  ered  from  the  body,  and-hafted  away  with  it 
r  M  7  f  )  g,  concemingwhofeiafety  he  had  no  anxiety ; 
n^^ao-ej  ;n  the  conlpiracy  the  officer  to  whofe  care  the*t<yi- 
^,nercnt  r,f  th^  prince  had  been  entrufted :  he  found  him  freed  frofs:.^ 
n-hir-h  he- bad  now  worn  feven  months,  and  hailing  him 
S-'cMb  of  the1  Decan-  prefented  to  him,  as  a  confirmation  of  the 
,  title. 


title,  the  head  of  his  uncle.  Murzafa-jing  ordered  it  to  be  fixed  on 
a  pole,  ai)d  to  be  carried  to  the  army  of  the  confederates,  whither  he 
repaired  himfelf  attended  by  the  Nabob. 

The  news  was  fpread.rh  lough  the  confederate  army  with  great- 
rapidity  by  the  elevation  of  finall  white  banners  :  Mr.  de  la  Touche 
dilcovered  thefe  fignais  very  foon  after  bd  had  ordered  the  French 
battalion  to  halt,  and- knew  the  meaning  jo f  them:  a  few  minutes 
after  came  a.borfeman  at  full  fpeed,  fent  from  Murzafa-jing  ;  upon 
which  Mr.  Buffy.  was  immediately  diipauhhed  to  compliment  him,, 
and  receive  his  orders.  The  death  of  Nteir-jing  was  no  fooner 
known  amongft  his  troops  than  the  greateri  ptirt  of  them  came  in- 
crowds  to  range  themfelves  under  the  banner  of  his  fucceffor,  and  by 
nine  o’clock  in  the  morning  every  fword-was  fheathed,  notwithftand-  • 
'ing  that  three  brothers  of  the  murdered- prince  were  in  the  camp.- 
The  new  Soubah  proceeded  to  the  tent  of  Hate,  where  he  received  ' 
homage  from  moft  of  the  great  officers,  who  the  day  befefe  had  paid 
it  to  his  uncle.  But  the.prime  minifter  Shanavaze  Khan  was  not  of 
the  number  ;  he,  dreading  the  refentment  of  Murzafa-jing,  for  having, 
fuffered  him  to  remain  fo  long  in  prifon,  made  his  efcape  to  the  fort 
of  Chittapet :  and  Mahomed-ally,  the  open  rival  of  Chunda-faheb, . 
knew  he  had  every  thing  to  apprehend  from  this  revolution  :  fortu¬ 
nately  his  quarters  were  at  a  cohlxlerable  diftance  from  the  feene  of 
this  cataftrophe  ;  and  the  inilant  lie  heard  of  it,  he  mounted  the 
fieeteft  of  his  horfes,  and,  accompanied  only  by  two  or  three  attend¬ 
ants,  hafted  with  the  utmoft  precipitation  to  gain  his  fertrefs  of' 
Tritchinopoly. . 

In  the  evening,  Mr.  de  la  Tor  1 1  >-  o  ce 

went  in  ceremony  to  pnv  his  retp  t  to  ^  1  1  tic 

were  received  with  demonftratio  fa  \  t  tl  i  ]  t 
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the  foubahlhip  of  the'Decan;  the  viceroy  of  which  divifion  is,  by  a 
tiiie  ffill  more  emphatical  than  that  of  Soubah,  ftiled,  in  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  court,  Nizam-al-muluck,  or  regulator  of  the  empire; 
his  jurildidtion  extends  in  a  line  nearly  north  and  louth,  from.  Bram- 
pore  to  cape  Comorin,  arid  eaft  ward  from  tharline  to  the  fea.  Gol- 
condah,  one  of  thefe  provinces,  comprehends  what  Europeans  call 
the  Naboblhips  of  Arcift,  Canoul,  Cudapah,  Raja-mandrum,  and 
Chicacole  ;  fo  that  there  were  under  Nizam-al-muluck  thirty  fitch 
Nabobs,  befides  feveral /powerful  Indian  kings,  and  many  others  of 
ieffer'note  :  the  nnmb/r  of  fubjefts  in  the  Decan  probably  exceeds 
thirty-live  millions.'  Of  this  great  dominion,  Murzafa-jing,  from  a 
prifoner  in  irons,  and  condemned  to  death,  law  himfelf  in  the  revolu¬ 
tion  of  a  few  hours  declared  almoft  the  abfolute  lord,  and  with  the 
prolpecf  of  maintaining  poffeffiou  of  it ;  for  his  pretenfions  were 
highly  lupported  by  the  Vizir  at  Delhi :  but  the  fun  did  not  let  before 
the  joy  iflSpired  by  this  fudden  change  of  his  fortunes  was  tainted 
with  anxiety  ;  for  the  Pitan  Nabobs  began  to  demand  imperioufly  the 
rewards  they  expected  for  the  parts  they  had  contributed  to  his  ele¬ 
vation  :  their  pretenfions  were  exorbitant,  and  even  incoiififtent  with 
the  principles  of  the  Mogul  government.  It  is  not  to  be  doubted 
that  Murzafa-jing  had,  during  his  imprilbnment,  promifed  every 
thing  they  thought  proper  to  alk,  not  intending  to  fulfil  more  than 
what  the  neceffity  of  his  affairs  Ihoukl  oblige  him  to ;  but  the  pretence 
of  the  French  troops  now  rendered  him  little  apprehenfive  of  their 
refentment,  and  to  them  alone  he  entrufted  the  guard  of  his  perlbn, 
and'the  care  of  his  treafures :  however,  not  to  irritate  the  Nabobs, 
bv  an  abfolute  rejection  of  their  claims,  he  told  them  that  his  engage¬ 
ments  with  the  French  nation  would  not  permit  him  to  determine 
any  thing  without  the  advice  and  participation  of  Mr.  Dupleix,  and 
encourao-ed  them  to  hope  that  every  thingwould  be  fettled  to  their 
-fatisfaftion  at  Pondicherry. 

Here  the  tidings  of  Nazir-jing’s  death,  and  of  the  enthronement  of 
his  nephew,  arrived  in  the  afternoon  ;  it  was  firlt  brought  to  Chuno^- 
laheb,  who  forgetting  the  ceremonies  and  attendance  without  which 
perfons  of  his  rank  never  appear  in  public,  quitted  his  houfe  alone, 
<  3  and 
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and  ran  to.the  palace,  where  he  was  the  firft  who  announced  it  to  1 75°- 
Mr.  Dupleix.  They  embraced  with  the  .  agitations  ,  of  two  friends  'J,r'y 
efcaped  from  a  fhipwreck :  the  news  was  proclaimed  to  the  town  by 
a  genera!  difcharge  of  the  artillery ;  arid  in  the  evening  Mr.  Dupleix 
held  .a  court,  and  received  the  compliments  of  all  the  inhabitants.  , 

The  next  day  a  Te  Deum  was  fung  in  full  ceremony,,  and  three  de¬ 
puties  were  fent  to  compliment  Murzafa-jing  :  and  two  days  after¬ 
wards  another  deputation  carried  fix .  coftly  Secrpaws ;  thefe  are 
garments  which  are  prefented  fometimes  \by  fuperiors  in  token  of 
prote&ion,  and  fbmetimes  by- inferiors  in\pken  of  homage  ;  and  : 
with  the  ..Seerpaws  was  carried  a  white  flag  On  an  elephant,  which 
were  likewife.  prefented.  Murzafa-jing  pretended  to  be.  fo  much', 
pleafed  with  the  compliment  of  the  flag,  that  he  ordered  it  fhould  in  i 
future  be-  always  displayed  in  - the  midft  of  the  enfigns  of  his  fove--' 
reignty. . 

On  the  15th  of  December  at -night  he  came  to  the  gates  with  a  1 
numerous  and  fplendid  attendance,  in  which  were  mofl  of  the  prin-  • 
cipal  lords  of  his  court  :  ;he  .was  received  by  Mr.  Dupleix  and  Chun— 
da-feheb  in  a  tent  without  the  city ;  and  difcovered  great  emotions  • 
of  joy  in  this  interview. .  It  was  intended,  in  deference  to  his  rank, , 
that  he.fhould  have.entered  the  town  on  his  elephant ;  -but  the  animal : 
was  too  large  to  pafs  under  -the  beam  '  to  which  the  draw-bridge  was  ■ 
fulpended ;  .whereupon  he  politely  defired  to  go  in  the  fame  palankin  : 
with  Mr,  Dupleix  to  the  palace  :  here  they  had  a  private  conference, , 
in  which  he  explained  the  difficulties  he  lay  under  from  the  preten-  ■ 
frons  of  the  Pitan  Nabobs,  and  afterwards  retired  to  the  houfe  ap-  - 
pointed  for  his  reception,  where  he  was  expedled  with  impatience  by 
his  mother*  his  wife,  and  his  for.. 

The  next  day  the  three  Pitan  Nabobs  came  into  the  town,  and  : 
defired  Mr.  Dupleix  to  determine  what  rewards  they  fhould  re'ceive 
for  the  tervices  they  had  rendered  :  they  demanded,  that  the  arrears 
of  tiXwte,  which  they  had  not  paid  for  three  years,  fhould  be  remitted;  : 
j’.at  the  countries  which  they  governed,  together  with  icveral  aug¬ 
mentations  of  territory  they  now  demanded,  fhould  in  future  be  ex¬ 
empted  from  tribute  to  the  Mogul  government;  and  that  one  half 
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of  the  riches  found  in  Nazir-jing’s  tr.cafury  fhould  be  delivered  to 
.them. 

it  was  known  that  all  the  lords  of  Murzafa-jing's  court  waited  to 
-meafure  their  demands  by  the  conceftions  which  he  ihould  make  to 
the  Pi  tan  Nabobs :  if  tbeic  obtained  all  they  afked,  the  whole  of  his 
dominion  would  fcarccly  tuifice  .to  fatisfy  the  other  claimants  in  the 
fame  proportion  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  if  they  were  not  fatisfied, 
it  was  much  to  be  apprehended  that  they  would  revolt;  Mr.  Dupleix 
therefore  poftponed  all  otjier  coniiderations  to -this  important  difeuf- 
fion,  and  conferred  with  the  Pitans  for  feveral  days  fucceflively.  He 
acknowledged  the  greijt  obligations  Murzafa-jing  lay  under  to  them 
for  their  conduft  in  tire  revolution  ;  but  .infilled  that  be  himfelf  had 
■contributed  as  much  to  it  as  they,  and  was  therefore  entitled  to  as 
great  rewards,  and  that  if  Inch  conceffions  were  extorted,  the  Soubah  f 
■tv on  Id  no  longer  be  able  to  maintain  the  dignity  he  had  acquired : 
intending  therefore  to  let  the  example  of  moderation,  he,  in  the  laft 
conference,  told  them,  that  he  Ihould  relinquilh  his  own  pretenfions 
to  any  rhare  of  the  trealures,  or  to  any  other  advantages,  which  might 
■diftrefs  the  affairs  of  Murzafa-jing.  The  Pitans  finding  him  deter¬ 
mined  to  fupport  the  caufe  of  this  prince  at  all  events,  agreed  amongft 
tbemfeives  to  appear  fatisfied  with  the  terms  he  prefcribed  :  which 
were,  that  their  governments  fhould  be  augmented  by  Jome  diftriets 
much  lets  than  thole  they  demanded ;  that  their  private  revenues  - 
Ihould  be  increafcd  by  the  addition  of  fome  lands  belonging  to  the 
crown  given  to  them  in  farm  at  low  rates;  and  that  the  half  of  the 
..coney  found  in  Nazir-jing’s  treafury  fhould  be  divided  amongft 
them.;  but  the  jewels  were  referved  to  Murzafa-jing. 

This  agreement  was  figned  by  th'e  Nabobs,  who  likcwife  took  on 
the  Alcoran  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Soubah  ;  declaring  at  the 
fame  time  .that  Nizam-al-muluck  himfelf  had  never  been  able  to 
.obtain  from  them  this  mark  of  iubmifliou  :  and  he  on  his  part  fwore 
to  protect  them  whilft  they,  remained  faithful.  *- 

Ail  diffentions  being  now  in  appearence reconciled,  feafts  and  entek 
tainments  enfued,  in  which  Mr.  Dupleix  fpared  no  expence  to  raife  iu 
hisguefls  a  high  opinion  of  the  grandeurof  his  nation  by  the  fplendorr 
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with  which  he  affe&ed  to  reprefent  his  monarch.  Amidft  thefe  re-  r^^o, 
,  i°‘cings  was  performed  the  ceremony  of  inftalling  the  Soubah,  in  the  ‘-v'J ' 
throne  of  the  Decan  :  it  was  very  pompous- ;  and  Mr.  Dupleix  ap¬ 
peared,  next  to  the  Soubah,  the  principal  aitor  in  it;  for  in  the 
drefs  of  a  Mahomedan  lord  of  Indoftan,  with  which  the  prince  hitn- 
felf  had  clothed  him,  he  was  the  firft  who  paid  homage  ;  -after  which 
he  was  declared  governor  foftthe  Mogul  of  all  the  countries  lying  to 
the  louth  of  the  river  Kriftna  ;  that  is,  of  a  territory  little  iefs  than  . 
France  itfelf :  he  likewife  received  the  title  of  Munfub,  or  commander, 
of  7000  horle,  with  the  permiffion  of  bearing  amongft  his  enfigns- 
that  of  the  filh  ;  neither  of  which  diftinflions  is* ever  granted  except¬ 
ing  to  perfons  of  the  firft  note  in  the  empire  :  It  was  ordered,  that 
110  money  fhould  be  current  in  the  Carnatic,  but’fuch  as  was  coined 
'at  Pondicherry  ;  and  that  the  Mogul’s  revenues  from  all  the  coun¬ 
tries  of  which  Mr.  Dupleix  was  now  appointed  vicegerent  Ihould  be 
remitted  to  him,  who  was  to  account  for  them  to  the  Soubah;  and 
Chundarlaheb  was  declared  Nabob  of  Arcot  and  its  dependencies, 
under  the  authority  of  Mr.  Dupleix.  All  the  Mogul  and  Indian 
lords  paid  homage,  and  made  prefents :  penfions,  titles  of  honour, 
and  governments,  were  beftowed  on  thofe  who  had  afiifted  in  the 
'  revolution,  or  had  otherwife  merited  favour :  but  he  granted  none  of 
thefe  to  any,  excepting  fucb'as  prefented  requefts  figned  by  the  hand 
of  Mr.  Dupleix. 

The  immediate  advantages  arifing  to  the  French  Eaft  India  com¬ 
pany  bv  thefe  conceffioils,  were  the-  poffeffion  of  a  territory  near 
Pondicherry  producing  annually  96,000  rupees  ;  of  that  near  Karical 
in  the  kingdom  of  Tanjore,  viBued  at  106,000;  and  the  city  of 
Mafulipatnam  with  its  dependencies,  of  which  the  yearly  income 
amounted  to  144,000  rupees;  in  all,  a  revenue  of  38,000  pounds 
fterling,  according  to  the  accounts  publilhed  by  the  French,  which 
there  is  reafon  to  believe  are  greatly  extenuated.  But  thelc  advan¬ 
tages  were  ftnall  in  companion  of  thole  which  Mr.  Dupleix  expeft- 
id  to  obtain  from  the  exteniive  authority  with  which  he  was  now 
inverted ;  and  altho’  not. one  of  thefe  grants  could,  according  to  the 
conftitution  of  the  Mogul  empire,  be  of  any  validity,  unlefs  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  emperor,  he,  without  fcruplc,  allumed  them  as  laiv- 
V  ful 
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ful  acquisitions :  it  is  certain  that,  imperfeft  as  they  were,  they 
Served  greatly  to  raife  the  reputation  of  his  importance  in  the  Car¬ 
natic,  where  the  Soubah  of  the  Southern  provinces  is  more  refpeft- 
erl  than  the  Great  Mogul  himfelf.  Even  Mahomed-ally  appear¬ 
ed  to  be  confounded  by  thefe  concessions ;  and  from  Tritchinopoly, 
lo  which  place  he  had  efcaped  with  great  difficulty,  impowered 
the  Morattoe,  Raja  Janogee,  to  treat  with  Mr.  Dupleix  for  the  Sur¬ 
render  of  the  . city,  and  offered,  as  the  French  affirm  with  great  con¬ 
fidence  in  more  than  one  memoir,  to  relinquish  his  pretenfions  to  the 
Nabobfhip  of  Arcot,  p'rovkled  Murzafa-jing  would  give  him  fome 
other  government  in ''the  territory  of  Gol-condah,  and  leave  him  in 
poffeflion  of  his  treafures,  without  demanding  any  account  of  his 
rather  An’war-odean  Khan’s  administration.  Mr.  Dupleix  agreed  to 
thefe  terms,  and  imagined  that  they  would  very  foon  be  carried  into 
execution  :  fo  that  nothing  now  retarded  the  departure  of  Murzafa- 
jing  to  Gol-condah.  and  Aureng-abad,  where  his  prefence  became 
every  day  more.neceffary.  As  the  power  of  Mr.  Dupleix  depended 
on  the  prefervation  of  this  prince,  whofe  government  in  a  country 
fubjedt  to  fuch  hidden  revolutions,  probably  would  not  be  free  from 
commotions,  he  propofed  that  a  body  of  French  troops  fhould  accom¬ 
pany  him  until  he  was  firmly  eftablifhed  in  the  foubahfhip  ;  and 
from  experience  of  the  fervices  they  were  capable  of  rendering,  this 
offer  was  accepted  without  hefitation. 

The  treafures  of  Nazir-jing  were  computed  at  two  millions  fter- 
da<r,  and  the  jewels  at  500,000  pounds :  in  the  partition  of  this 
wealth,  a  provision  for  the  private  fortune  of  Mr.  Dupleix  was  not 
negle&ed,  notwithstanding  the  offef^which  he  had  made  in  the  con¬ 
ference  with  the  Pitan. Nabobs  to  relinquifh  all  pretenfions  to  any 
fuch  advantage  by  the  revolution;  for,  befides  many  valuable  jewels,, 
it  is  faid,  that  he  received  200,000  pounds  in  money.  Murzafa-jing 
gave  50,000  pounds  to  be  divided  among  the  officers  and  troop*  who 
had  fought  at  the  battle  of  Gingee,  and  paid  50,000  pounds  m^e 
into  the  treafury  of  the  French  company,  for  the  expences  they  had 
incurred  in  the  war.  The  long  experience  of  Shanavaze  Khan  in 
the  administration  of  the  Decan  rendering  his  knowledge  neceffary 
9  t0 
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to  the  indruftion  of  a  new  regency*  he  was  invited  by  Murza'fa-jing 
to  enter  into  his  fervice,  and  came  from  Chittapet  and  made  his 

fubmiflion. 

Mr.  Dupleix  and  Murzafa-jing  feparated  with  profeffions  of  mu¬ 
tual  gratitude  and  attachment,  and  the  army  left  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  Pondicherry  on' the  4th  of  January  ;  the  French  detachment 
was  commanded  by  Mr.  Bully',  and  confided  of  300  Europeans,  and 
2000  Sepoys,  with  ten  field  pieces.  -The  march  was  continued  with¬ 
out  interruption  until  the  end  of  the  month,  when  they  arrived  in 
the  territory  of  Cudapah,  about  fixty  leagues  from  Pondicherry.  • 
There  fome  draggling,  horfemen  quarrelled  with  the  inhabitants  of  a 
village,  and,  with 'the  ufual.licentioulhefs  of  the  cavalry  of  Indodan, 
fet  fire  not  only  to  thht,  but  likewife  to  two  or  three  other  villages 
in  the  neighbourhood.  The  Nabob  of  Cudapah,  pretending  to  be 
greatly  exalperated  by  this  outrage,  ordered  a  body  of  his  troops  to 
revenge  it,  by  attacking  the  rear-guard  of  Murzafa-jing’s  divifion. 
A  flcirmilh  entiled,:  and  the  troops  of  Cudapah,  overpowered  by 
numbers,  retreated  to  their  main  body.  Their  attack,  whether  by 
chance  or  defign  is  uncertain,  had  been  directed  agaiiid  that  part  of 
the  army  which  efcorted  the  women  ;  fo  that  this  defiance  was  ag¬ 
gravated  by  the  mod  flagrant  affront  that  the  dignity  of  an  Indian 
prince  could  receive  :  for -the  perfons  of. women  of  rank  are  deemed 
facred,  even  in  war.  Murzafa-jing'  no  fooner  heard  of  this  infult, 
than  he  ordered  his  whole  army  .to  halt,  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
a  large  body  of  troops,  and  prepared  to  march  againd  the  Nabob 
of  Cudapah.  Mr.  Buffy,  who  had  been  indrudted  to  avoid,  if  poffi- 
ble,  all  occafions  of  committing  hodilities  in  the  rout  to  Gol-condah, 
interpofed,  and  with  much  difficulty  prevailed  on  him  to  fufpend  his 
refentment,  until  the  Nabob  fhould  explain  the  realbns  of  his  con¬ 
duct.  Meflengers  were  lent  both  from  Murzafa-jing  and  Mr.  Bufiv : 
to  thofe  of  Murzafa-jing  the.  Nabob  of  Cudapah  anfwercd,  that  he 
vented  for  their  mader  fword  in  hand ;  but  to  Mr.  Buffy  he  lent 
%ord,  that  he  was  ready  to  make  fubmiffions  to  the  Soubah  through 
Ilfs  mediation.  The  difference  of  thefe  anlwcrs  dung  this  prince  to* 
the  quick,  alid  nothing  could  now  dop  him  from  proceeding  to  take 
Y  2  .  .inltant 
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inrtant  revenge.  He  told  Mr.  Bufly,  who  ftill  attempted  to  calm 
him,  that  every  Pitan  in  his  army  was  a  traitor  born;  and  in  a  very 
few  minutes  the  truth  .of  his  aflertion  was  confirmed  :  for  his  lpies 
brought  intelligence,  that  the  troops  of  all  the  three  Nabobs  were 
drawn  up  together  in  battle-array ;  that  they  were  polled  to  defend 
a  defile  which  lav  in  the  road  of  the  army,  and  that  feveral  polls 
leading  to  the  defile  were  defended  by  cannon,  which  had  been 
brought  thither  fome  days  before.  Thefe  preparations  left  no  doubt" 
that  the  rebellion  of  the  Nabobs  was  premeditated  ;  and  indeed  they 
had  began  to  concert  it  from  the  very  hour  that  they  had  taken  the 
oath  of  allegiance  in  Pondicherry.  Murzafa-jing,  in  full  march  at 
the  head  of  his  cavalry,  grew  impatient  of  the  flow  pace  of  the 
French  battalion,  and  hurried  away  to  attack  the  rebels  without  their 
afliilancc.  The  Pitan  Nabobs  had  in  their  fervice  many  of  their 
own  countrymen,  who,  although  much  inferior  in  number,  flood  the 
fliock  with  great  intrepidity,  and  had  even  repulfed  his  troops  be¬ 
fore  Mr.  Bufly  came  up.  The  fire  of  the  French  artillery,  after 
a  fevere  (laughter,  changed  the  fortune  of  the  day,  and  obliged  the 
Pitans  to  retreat  ;■  when  Murzafa-jing,  irritated  by  the  repulfe  he 
had  fullained,  rallied  his  troops,  and  lieedlels  of  the  remonftrances 
of  Mr.  Bufly,  purfued  the  fugitives,  and  left  once  more  the  French 
battalion  behind,,  who  endeavoured  to  keep  in  fight  of  him,  but  in 
vain :  they  foon  after  came  up  to  fome  of  his  troops,  who  were 
cutting  to  pieces  the  body  of  the  Nabob  of  Savanore  dead  on  the 
ground..  The  Nabob  of  Cudapah  had  fled  out  of  the  field  des¬ 
perately  wounded,  and  in  purfuing  him,  Murzafa-jing  came  up  with 
the  Nabob  of  Canoul,  who  finding  he  could  not  efcape,  turned 
with  the  handful  ef  troops  that  furrounded  him,  and  pufhed  on 
towards  the  elephant  of  his  enemy.  Exafperated  by  this  defiance,, 
the  young  prince  made  a  fign  to  his  troops  to  leave  the  perfon  of 
the  Nabob  to  be  attacked  by  himielf;  The  two  elephants  .were 
driven  up  ciofe  to  each  other,  and  Murzafa-jing  had  his  fword  tp~ 
lifted  to  Alike,  when  his  antagonift  thrufting  his  javelin,  drove 
*  the  point  through  his  forehead  into  the  brain  ;  he  fell  back  dead  : 
a  thaufand  arms  were  aimed  at  the  Nabob,,  who  was  in  the  fame 
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inftant  mortally  wounded;  and  the  troops,  not  fatisfied  with  this  1750, 
atonement,  fell  with  fury  on  thofe  of  the  Nabob,  whom  they  foon 
overpowered,  and  cut  to  pieces.  The  French  battalion  was  pre¬ 
paring  to  hail  them  returning  from  the  field  with  acclamations. of 
victory,  when  the  news  of  Murzafa-ji'ng’s  fate  ftruck  them  with  the 
deepeft  conftemation.  They  immediately  marched  back  to  the 
camp,  which  they  found  in  the  utmoft  confufion ;  for  large  arrears 
of  paywere  due  to  the  army  ;  and  it  was  to  be  apprehended  that  the 
l'oldiery  would  mutiny  and  plunder,  and  every  general  fufpcfited  all 
the  others  of  finifter  intentions; 

But  this  difafter  afFedted  no  interefl  more  feverely  than  that  of  the 
French ;  for  by  it  were  annihilated  all  the  advantages  which  were 
gained  by  the  murder  of  Nazir-jing and  Mr;  Buffy  was  left  without 
’  pretenfions  to  interfere  any  farther  in  the  concerns  of  the  Decan. 

This  officer  faw  all  the  defperate  confequences  of  his  prefent  fitua- 
tion  without  loling  his  prefence  of  mind  ;  he  affembled  the  generals 
and  minifters,  and  found  them  as  ready  as  himfelf  to  admit  of  any 
expedient  by  which  the  lofs  of  their  fovereign  might  be  repaired. 

Belides  the  fon  of  Murzafa-jing,  an  infant,  there  were  iii  the  camp 
three  brothers  of  Nazir-jing,  whom  that  prince  had  brought  into 
the  Carnatic  under  flridt  confinement,  to  prevent  their  engaging  in 
revolts  during  his  abfence ;  and  after  his  death  they  were  continued 
under  the  fame  reftraint  by  Murzafa-jing.  Mr.  Bully  propofed,  that 
the  vacant  dignity  of  Soubah  fhould  be  conferred  on  the  eldeft  of  the 
brothers,  by  name  Salabat-jing ;  and  the  generals,  from  a  fenfe  of 
the  convulfions  to  which  the  reign  of  a  minor  would  be  expofed, 
readily  acquiefced  to  the  exclufion  of  Murzafa-jing’s  fon,  and  unani- 
moufly  approved  of  Mr.  Buffy’s  advice.  It  was  immediately  car¬ 
ried  into  execution,  the  three  princes  were  releafed  from  their  con¬ 
finement,  and  Salabat-jing  was  proclaimed  Soubah  of  the  Decan, 
with  the  univerfal,  confent  of  the  army.  His  elevation,  and  the 
fjgnal  cataflrophe  of  this  da)',  in  which  three  of  the  confpirators  of 
Nazir-jing’s  death  fell  in  battle  fighting  againft  each  other,  were 
regarded  as  a  retribution  of  the  divine  jufticc. 
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Mr.  Bufly  immediately  advifcd  Mr.  Dupleix  of  this  revolution, 
and  of  the  difpofitions  which  he  had  made  in  favour  of  Salabat-jing, 
who  agreed  to  confirm  all  the  ceffions  made  by  his  predecefior,  and 
to  give  ftill  greater  advantages  to  the  French  nation.  On  tbefe  con¬ 
ditions,  Mr.  Dupleix  acknowledged  his  right  to  the  Soubahlhip, 
with  as  much  ardor  as  he  had  afferted  that  of  Murzafa-jing  ;  and  as 
foon  as  this  approbation  was  received,  the  army  left  the  country  of 
Cudapah,  and  continued  its  march  to  Gol-condah. 


End  of  the  Second  Book. 
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THE  nations  of  Coromandel,  accuftomed  to. fee  Europeans  af- 
fuming  no  other  charadler  than  that  of  merchants,  and  pay- 
ing  as  much  homage  to  the  Mogul  government  as'  was  ex- 
•  aided  from  themfelves,  were  aftcaiiflied  at  the  rapid  progrefs  of  the 
French  arms,  and  beheld  with  admiration  the  abilities  of'  Mr.  Du- 
pleix,  who  had  fhewn  himfelf  at  once  as  great  an  adept  in  the' poli¬ 
tics  of  Indoftau,  as  if-he  had  been  educated  a'Mahomedan  lord  at  the 
court  of  Delhi :  knowing  the  rivalfhip  which  exifted  between  the 
two  nations,  they  were  equally  furprized  at  the  indolence  of  the 
.Englifh,  who,  fince  the  retreat  of  their  troops  from  Mahomed-aily 
at  Trivadi,  had  taken  no  meafures  to  interrupt  the  progrefs  of  his 
,  fchemes ;  and  indeed  this  inaftivity,  at  fo  critical  a  conjundhire,  is 
difficult  to  be  accounted  for,  unlels  it  be  imputed  to  their  dread  of 
engaging;  without  authority  from  England,  in  open  hoftilities  againft 
the  French  immediately  after  the  conclufion  of  a  general  peace  in 
Europe.  Whatever  might  be  the  motives,  their  dilpofition  to  remain 
in  peace  was  fo  great,  that  major  Lawrence  himfelf,  who  commanded 
the  troops,  and  had  great  influence  in  their  councils,  left  Fort 
St.  David  on  feme  private  concerns;  and  failed  for  England  in  the 
month  of  Oftober.'  The  aflaffination  of  Nazir-jing  and  its  con- 
feqvsnces  overwhelmed  them  with  aftonifliment,  and  made  them 
Mtiible,  when  too  late,  of  the  errors  they  had  committed  in  not  con¬ 
tinuing  a  body  of  their  troops  with  the  army  of  that  prince.  There 
:ti  after  his  death,  a  means  of  fnntching  from  the  con- 
rors  their  laurels,  and  the  fruits  of  their  victory ;  for  Murzafa- 
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jing,  with  his  uncle’s  treafures,  moved  from  Gingce  with  only  a  de¬ 
tachment  of  his  own  army  and  300  of  the  French  troops,  who  inarch¬ 
ing  without  apprebenfion  of  danger,  obferved  little  military  order : 
Mr.  Benjamin  Robins,  at  that  time  juft  arrived  from  England  to 
fuperintend  the  company’s  fortifications  as  engineer-general,  propofed 
to  the  governor,  Mr.  Saunders,  that  800  Europeans  fliould  march  out 
and  attack  them  in  their  return  :  difcovering  in  this  advice  the  fajne 
fagacity  which  had  diftinguiftied  his  fpeculations  in  the  abftrufer 
fciences,  and  which  renders  his  name  an  honour  to  our  country  ; ' 
.for  there  is  the  greateft  probability  that  the  attack,  if  well  conduced, 
would  have  fuoceeded,  and  the  treafures  of  Nazir-jing  have  been 
carried  to  Fort  St.  David,  inftead  of  Pondicherry,  Mr.  Saunders 
much  approved  the  projeft,  but  when  captain  Cope,  the  commander 
of  the  troops,  propofed  it  to  the  officers,  they  unanimoufly  declared 
it  rafh  and  impracticable,  . 

Mahomed-ally,  ftill  more  perplexed  and  difpirited  than  the  Eng- 
lilh,  had  no  hopes  of  prefervation  but  in  their  afliftance,  which  he 
preffingly  folicited  at  the  fame  time  that  he  was  capitulating  with 
Mr.  Dupleix  for  the  furrender  of  Tritchinopoly :  and  the  Englilh, 
apprehenfive  of  the  conclufion  of  fuch  a  treaty,  which  would  have 
left  them  without  any  pretence  to  oppofe  Mr.  Dupleix  and  Chunda- 
faheb,  at  laft  took  the  refolution  of  fending  once  more  to  Tritchi¬ 
nopoly  a  detachment  to  encourage  Mahomed-ally  to  defend  the  city-; 
it  confifted  of  280  Europeans,  with  300  Sepoys,  who  arrived  there 
under  the  command  of  captain  Cope  in  the  beginning  of  February. 

About  the  fame  time  Chunda-faheb  marched  from  Pondicherry 
with  an  army  of  8000  men,  horfe  and  foot,  which  he  had  levied 
in  the  province,  joined  by  a  battalion  of  800  Europeans ;  and  with 
this  force  proceeded  to  Arcot,  where  he  received  homage  as  Nabob ; 
and  there  was  fcarce  a  ftro.ng  hold  to  the  north  of  the  river  Cole- 
roon  of  which  the  governor  did  not  acknowledge  his  fovereigaty. 
Mortiz-ally  of  Velore,  who  had  temporized,  and  affeCled  obedience 
to  Nazir-jing  from  the  time  that  prince  entered  the  Carnatic,  im-‘ 
mediately  after  his  death  reaffumed  his  connexion  with  his  relations* 
Cbunda-faheb,  and  was  the  firft  to  reacknowledge  him ;  too  BE 
example  determined  moft  of  the  other  chiefs.  ■  * 

The 
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The  countries  lying  between  the  Coleroon  and  the  extremity  of 
the  peninfula  did  not  openly  throw  off  their  allegiance  to  Mahomed,- 
ally,  but  were  lukewarm  in  his  interefts  :  he  therefore  fent  2500 
horfe,  and  3006  Feans,  under  the  command  of  his  brother  Abdul- 
rahim,  together  with  a  ■  detachment  of  30  Europeans,  to  fettle  the 
government  of  Tinivelly,  a  city  lying  1 60  miles  to  the  louth  of  Trit- 
chiuopoly,  and  capital  of  a  territory  which  extends  to  cape  Comorin. 
Abdul-rahim  met  with  no  refiftance  from  the  people  of  the  country, 
but  fot#id  it  difficult  ;to  reftrain  his  .troops  from  revolt;  for  moft  of 
the  officers  being  renters,  were  indebted  to  theifprince  as  much  as  he 
was  indebted  to  their  foldiers,;  and  expe&ed  as  the  price  of  their  de- 
fefiion  that  Chunda-fabeb  would  not  only  remit  what  they  owed  to 
the  government,  but  likewife furnifh  moueyfor  the  payof  their  troops. 
However,  great  promifes,  arid  the  vigilance  of  lieutenant  Innis,  who 
commanded  the  Englifh  detachment,  prevented  them  from  carrying 
their  fchemes  into  execution  ;  but  the  fame  fpirit  of  revolt  manifefted 
itfelf  more  openiy  -in  another  part  of  Mahomed-ally’s  dominions. 

Allum  Khan,  a  loldier  of  fortune,  who  had  formerly  been  in  the 
fervice  of*Chunda-faheb,  and  afterwards  in  that  of  the  king  of  Tan- 
jore,  had  lately  left  this  prince  and  came  to  Madura,  where  his  re¬ 
putation  as-  an  excellent  officer  foon  gained  him  influence  and  relpecl, 
which  he  employed  to  corrupt  the-garTi{on,.-and  fucceedcd  lo  well, 
that  the  troops  created  him  governor,  and  confented  to  maintain  the 
city  under  his  authority  for  Chunda-faheb,  whom  he  acknowledged 
as  his  fovereign.  • 

The  country  of  Madura  lie's  between  thofe  of  Tritchinopoly  and 
Tinivelly,  and  is  as  extenfive  as  cither  of  them.  The  city  was  in  an¬ 
cient  times  the,  refidence  of  a  prince  who  was  fovereign  of  all  the 
three.  Its  form  is  nearly  a  fquarc  4000  yards  in  circumference,  for¬ 
tified  with  a  double  wall  and  a  ditch.  The  lots  of  this  place,  by  cut¬ 
ting  (Iff  the  communication  between  Tritchinopoly  and  the  countries 
H  "Tinivelly,  deprived  Mahomed-allyof  more  than  one  half  of  the  do- 
jninions  which  at  this  time  remained  under  his  jurifdiflion.  On  re¬ 
viving  the  news,  captain  Cope  offered  his  fervice  to  retake  it.  His 
detachment  was  ill  equipped  for  a  fiegc,  for  they  had  brought  no 
battering  cannon  from  Fort  St.  David,  and  there  were  but  two 
Z,  lcrviceable 
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icrviceable  pieces  in  the  city  :  with  one  of  thefc,  three  field  pieces, 
two  cohorns,  and  150  Europeans,  he  marched  away,  accompanied 
by  600  of  the  Nabob’s  cavalry,  commanded  by  another  of  his  brothers 
AbcStil-wahab  Khan;  and  on  the  day  that  they  arrived  in  fight  of 
Madura,  they  were  joined  by  the  army  returning  from  Tinivelly. 
There  were  fevcral  large  breaches  in  the  outward  wall ;  the  gun- 
fired  through  one  of  them  on  the  inward  wall,  and  in  two  days  de- 
rr.obfhed  a  part  of  it,  although  not  fufficient  to  make  the  breach  ac- 
cefiible  without  the  help  of  fafcincs.  Difficult  as  it  was,  it  Was  ne- 
ceflb.iy  either  to  ftorm  it  immediately,  or  to  relinquilh  the  fiege,  for 
all  the  foot  of  the  great  gun  were  expended.  The  Sepoys,  encou¬ 
raged  bv  a  cliftribution  of  home  money,  and  a  promife  of  much  more 
if  the  place  fihoukl  be  taken,  went  to  the  attack  with  as  much  fpirit. 
as  the  Europeans.  The  firlt  wall  was  paffed  without  refinance,  and 
at  the  foot  of  the  breach  in  the  fecond  appeal  ed  three  champions, 
one  of  them  a  very  bulky  man  in  complect  armour,  who  fought  man¬ 
fully  with  their  fvvords,  and  wounded  feverai  of  tire  forlorn  hope,  but 
■were  at  laft  with  difficulty  killed.  WhiiH  the  troops  were  mounting 
the  breach,  they  were  feverely  annoyed  by  arrows,  ftonesj  and  the' 
fire  of  matchlocks  ;  notwithftanding  which  they  gained  the  parapet, 
where  the  enemy  had  on  each  fide  of  the  entrance  railed  a  mound  of 
earth,  on  which  they  had  laid  horizontally  feme  palm  trees  feparated 
fij.n  each  other,  and  through  thele  intervals  they  thruft  their  pikes. 
At  the  bottom  of  the  rampart  within  the  wall,  they  had  made  a 
Prong  retrenchment,  with  a  ditch  ;  and  three  or  four  thouland  men 
appeared  ready  to  defend  this  work  with  all  kinds  of  arms.  The 
troops,  wounded  by  the  pikes.as  fall  as  they  mounted,  were  not  able 
to  keep  pofi'cffion  of  the  parapet,  and  after  fighting  until  ninety  men 
were  difablcd,  relinquifhed  the  attack.  Four  Europeans  were  killed  : 
the  Sepoys  fuftered  more,  and  four  of  their  captains  were  defperately 
wounded.  The  next  day  captain  Cope  prepared  to  return  to  ‘Trit- 
chinopoly,  and  blew  the  cannon  to  pieces,  for  want  of  means  to 
carry  it  away.  The  troops  of  Mahomed-all)-,  encouraged  by  this  re 
ntilfe,  no  longer  concealed  their  difaffeftion,  and  500  horfe,  with 
1000  Peons,  went  over  to  Allum  Khan  before  the  EngHlh  broke  up 
their  camp,  and  two  or  three  clays  after  near  2000. more  horiemen 
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deferted  likewife  to  the  enemy,  At  the'fame  time  that  the  army 
,  and  dominions  of  Mabomed-ally  were  thus  reduced,  he  received  ad¬ 
vice  that  Chunda-faheb  was  preparing  to  march  from  Arcot  to  be- 
fiege  Tritcliinopoly  ;  he  now  more  ftrenuoufly  reprefented  his  clift 
trefles  to  the  presidency  of  Fort  St.  David,  offering  to  give  the 
company  a  territory  of  considerable  revenue  contiguous  to  the  bounds 
of  Madrafs,  and  promifing  likewife  to  defray  ail  the  expences  of  their 
affiftance. 

It  was  the  time  of  harveft,  which  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel  is 
divided  equally  between  the  lord  of  the  land  and  the  cultivator  ;  and 
Mr.  Dupleix1  affected  to  distinguish  his  new  acquisitions,  by  ordering 
fmall  white  flags  to  .be  planted  almoft  in  every  field  to  which  he  laid 
claim  :  th'efe  flags  were,  feen  from  Fort  St.  David  extending  rouud 
the  bounds,  and  feme  of  them  were  even  planted  within  the  com¬ 
pany’s  territory  :  the  infolence  of  thefe  marks  of  fovereignty  flung 
the  EngliSh, ;  and  rouzed  them  from  their  lethargy  :  they  concluded 
that  Mr.  Dupleix,  from' the  fame  Spirit  of  dominion,  would  not  fail 
to  impofe  extravagant  duties  on  their  trade  paffing  through  the 
countries  of  which  he'-had  taken  pofleffion  ;  and  this  reflexion  con-' 
vincing  them  that  their  own  ruin  would  be  blended  with  that  of 
Mahomed-ally,  they  determined  to  accept  the  offers  he  made,  and 
■  to  fupport  his  caufe  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power. 

■In  the  beginning  of  April  a  body  of  500  Europeans,  of  which 
50  were  cavalry,  and  iqo  Cafires,  1000  Sepoys,  with  eight  field 
pieces,  took  the  field  under  the  command  'of  captain  Gingen,  who 
v/as  ordered  to  remain  near  Fort  St.  David  until  he  Should  be  joined 
by  Mahomed-ally’s  troops  from  Tritcliinopoly:  for  the  En°diSli 
were  determined  not  to  appear  as  principals  in  the  war.  After  wait¬ 
ing  fix  weeks,  captain  Gingen  was  joined  by  600  horfe  and  1000 
Peons ;  he  then  proceeded  to  the  weftward,  and  came  in  fight  of 
Verdjchelum,  a  large  and  Strong  pagoda  garrilbned  bv  300  of 
CVunda-iaheb’s  troop's :  this  place  is  filuated  40  miles  from  the 
coaft,  and  commands  the  high  road  ;  the  reduction  of  it- was  thcre- 
fore  ncceiiary  to  preferve  the  communication  with  Fort  St.  David  : 
the  garrifon  were  fummoncc!  by  the  Nabob’s  olficer  to  deliver  up 
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the  place  :  they  refilled,  and  maim’d  the  walls.  The  Englilh  troops, 
under  cover  of  a  bank,  fired  at  them  for  Ibme  hours,  but  finding 
that  this  attack  made  little  imprcflion,  they  prepared  towards  even¬ 
ing  to  make  a  general  afi’ault,  when  the  light  of  the  lealing  ladders 
induced  the  governor  to  furrender.  Leaving  a  gnrrifon  of  twenty 
Europeans  and  fifty  Sepoys  in  the  pagoda,  they  continued  their  march 
to  the  weftivard,  and  were  foon  after  joined  by  ioo  Europeans  de¬ 
tached  by  captain  Cope  from  Tritchinopoly,  and  2000  horle,  with 
3000  foot,  the  remainder  of  the  Nabob’s  troops,  under  the  command 
of  bis  brother  Abdul-wahab  Khan. 

The  army,  after  this  junction  came  in  fight  of  that  of  Cbunda- 
faheb,  which  lay  encamped  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Vol-condah. 
This  is  a  very  ftrong  fortrefs,  90  miles  from  the  coaft,  fituated  in 
the  great  road  between  Arcot  and  Tritchinopoly  :  its  principal  de¬ 
fence  is  a  rock  200  feet  high,  and  about  a  mile  in  circumference  at 
the  bottom,  where  it  is  inclofed  by  a  high  and  ftrong  wall,  moftly 
cut  out  of  the  folid  rock ;  near  the  fummit  it  is  enclofed  by  another 
wall,  and  the  fummit  itfelf  is  fnrrounded  by  a  third  :  adjoining  to 
the  eafteni  fide  of  the  rock,  on  the  plain,  is  a  fort  built  of  ftoiie, .con¬ 
tiguous  to  which  lies  a  town  flenderly  fortified  with  a  mud'  wall. 
The  river  V al-aru,  after  running  due  eaft,  forms  an  angle  about  a  mile 
to  the  north  of  Vol-condah,  where  it  turns  to  the  fouth,  and  in  this  di¬ 
rection  paffes  dole  by  the  weftern  fide  of  the  rock,  aiid  winding 
round  it,  reaffumes  its  courfe  to  the  eaftward  along  the  fouthern  fide 
.A  the  fort  and  town.  Captain  Gingen  encamped  in  a  large  grove 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  to  the  fouthweft  of  Vol-condah  :  and  in  this 
fituation  the  advanced  guards  were  in  fight  of  thofe  of  Chunda-faheb, 
whole  camp  lay  about  four  miles  to  the  north  of  that  part  of  the 
river  which  runs  eaft  before  it  ftrikes  to  the  fouth.  Here  he  had 
been  fome  days  endeavouring  to  perfuade  the  governor  to  put  him  in 
poffeftion  of  the  fort ;  and  Abdul-wahab  Khan,  equally  fenfibje  of 
the  importance  of  the  place,  made  offers  likewile  to  induce  him  V> 
deliver  it  up  to  Mahomed-ally.  The  man  knowing  the  advantage 
of  his  poft,  had  given  evafive  anfwers  to  Chunda-faheb  ;  and  replied 
to  Abdul-wahab  Khan,  that  he  waited  to  fee  a  battle  before  he  gave 

up 
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op  his  fort  to  either;  but  neverthelefs  he  entered  into  a  negotiation 
\vith  both,  which  failed  a  .fortnight,, and  during  this  time  neither  of 
the  armies  made  any  motion  :  at  length  captain  Gingen,  irritated  by 
his  prevarications,  determined  to  treat  him  as  an  enemy  ;  but  before 
he  proceeded  to  hoftilities,  polled  the  army  about  a  mile  to  the  north- 
weft  of  the  rock  of  Vol-condah,  where  they  were  in  readinefs  to  in¬ 
tercept  the  approach  of  Chunda-faheb  ;  for  it  was  not  doubted  that 
the  governor  would  call  him  to  his  affillance,  as  foon  as  he  ihoulcl 
be  attacked.  This  dilpolition  being  made,  a  large  detachment  of. 
Europeans  and  Sepoys  marched  about  nine  in  the  evening,  who 
eafdy  got  over  the  mud-wall,'  and  then  letting’fire  to  the  town,  ad¬ 
vanced  .to  the  Hone  fort ;  but  this  they  found  too  ftrong  to  'qp'affaulted 
.before  a  breach  was  made,  and  .therefore  returned  to  the  camp.  The 
governor,  as  was  forefeen,  immediately  fent  a  rhelTcnger  to  acquaint 
Chunda-faheb  that  he  was  ready  to  admit  his  troops  into  the  place. 

The  next  morning,  at  break  of  day,  the  French  battalion  was  dis¬ 
covered  marching  towards  therock  along  the  bed  of  the  river,  which 
was  almoft  dry;  and  the.  Indian  army  of  Chunda-faheb,  which  had 
been  augmented  at  Arcot  to  1 2000  horfe  and  5000  Sepoys,  appeared  . 
at  the  fame  time.  Notwithftanding  thefe  motions,  the  Englifh  offir 
cers  wafted  fo  much  time  in  deliberation,'  that  the  French  battalion 
arrived  near  the  foot  of  therock,  and  formed  before,  any' attempt 
was  made  to  intercept  them  ;  when  too  late,  it  was  determined  to 
give  the  engmy  battle.  The  troops  had  perceived  the  hentations  of 
the  council  of  war,  and  were  fo  much  affeded  by  them  that,  they 
marched  to  the  enemy  with  irrefolution.  As  they  approached,  a 
cannonade  enfued,  and  a  fliot  llruck  one  of  the  French  tumbrils, 
which  blowing  up  wounded  fome  of  their  Europeans,  and  frightened 
fo. much  a  hundred  more,  who  were  polled  near  it,  that  they  ran 
away  with  Mr.  d’Auteuil  at  their  head"  to  the  fort  of  Vol-condah, 
where  they  were  admitted  ;  and  from  hence  they  immediately  began  ■ 
to  lire  from  14  pieces  of  cannon  upon  the  Englifh  battalion.  This 
•unexpected  cannonade,  notwithftanding  that  moll  of  their  Ihot  flew 
too  high,  flung  the  troops  into  diforder,  ami  lome  of  the  officers 
likewife  dilcovering  fear,  the  whole  battalion  were  feized'with  a 
4  panic. 
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panic.  The  captains  Gingen,  Dalton,  Kilpatrick,  and  lieutenant 
Clive,  endeavoured  to  rally  them,  but  in  vain  ;  for  they  retreated  in 
great  confufion,  without  flopping  until  they  reached  the  camp. 
Abc'ul-wahab  Khan  rode  up  and  upbraided  them  in  the  flrongeft 
terms  for  their  cowardice,  bidding  them  take  example  from  his  own 
troops,  who'ftill  flood  their  ground  :  and  to  compleat  the  fhame  of 
this  day,  the  company  of  Cadres  remained  likewile  on  the  field  for 
fome  time,  and  then  marched  off  in  good  order,  bringing  away  the 
dead  and  wounded.  Had  they  behaved  with  common  relblution,  the 
enemy  would  probably  have  been  defeated  ;  for  Abdul-wahab  Khan 
had  prevailed  on  one'of  their  generals,  who  commanded  4000  horfe, 
to  come  over  to  him  on  the  field  of  battle,  which  body  was  obferved 
to  feparate  from  the  reft  as  the  enemy  approached ;  and  this  appear-, 
ance  of  defeiStion  flung  Chunda-faheb  into  fuch  perplexity,  that  he 
did  not  venture  to  purfue  the  Englilh,  over  whom  he  would  other- 
wife  have  had  every  advantage. 

The  panic  did  not  ceafe  with  the  day,  but  operated  fo  ftrongly, 
that  captain  Gingen,  to  avoid  worfe  confequences,  determined  to  re¬ 
move  the  troops  from  the  fight  of  an  enemy  they  fo  much  dreaded, 
and  at  midnight  broke  up  the  camp,  and  marching  with  great  expe¬ 
dition  in  the  road  leading  to  Tritchinopoly,  arrived  the  next  evening 
at  the  {freights  of  Utatoor,  diffant  about  25  miles  from  that  city:  a 
part  of  the  range  of  mountains  which  bounds  the  province  of  Arcot 
to  the  weftward,  forms  one  fide  of  theft  ftreights,  and  fome  hills 
.bout  a  mile  to  the  eaft,  the  other  :  the  ground  for  leveral  miles  far¬ 
ther  eaftward  is  covered  with  rocks,  which  render  them  impaffable 
to  an  army  encumbered  with  carriages.  The  company  of  grenadiers 
co’nfifting  of  100  men,  together  with  100  Caffres  and  Topafies,  with 
two  field  pieces,  were  left  underthe  command  of  captain  Dalton,  in 
a  village  at  the  entrance  of  the  ftreights  :  the  main-body  encamped  in*“ 
the  valley  ;  and  in  order  to  fecure  the  rear  of  the  camp,  fome  Euro¬ 
peans  were  placed  in  the  fort  of  Utatoor,  which  lies  about  tv\\o 
miles  fouth  of  the  ftreights. 

'  The  next  day  the  enemy  took  the  fame  rout,  and  for  the  conveniency 
of  water  halted  about  eight  miles  from  the  ftreights.  'A  few  days 

after 


.  after  about  loo  of  their  horfe  appeared  in  fight  of  the  village^ 

,  siding  about  and  flourifhing'  their  labres  in  defiance:  captain  Gin-'' 
gen,,  with  feveral  of  the  principal  officers  of  the  battalion,  happened- 
at  this  time  to.be  there,  who  were  fb  much  offended  at  this  bravado, 
that  feven  of  them- mounted  their  horfes,  and.failied  with  13  troopers- 
and  too  Sepoys  to  attack  the  party:  they  retreated -as  the  English 
approached,  fome times  halting  as  if  they  intended  to  ftand  the  fhock,- 
and  in- this  manner,  led  them  three  miles  from  the  village,  when  they 
galloped  away  at  full'  fpeed  and  dif'appeared..  The  Englifh  had  not 
proceeded  a  mile  in  their  -return. to-t^e  camp,  when  they  difcovered 
a  body  of  near  3000  horfe  coming,  out  of  a  neighbouring  thicket,, 
where  they  were  ported  in  ambufcade,,and  from  hence  had  detached 
the  party  which  appeared  at.  the  village..  The  Sepoys  were  ordered 
'  to  difperfe,  and  the  horfemen  forming  into  a  compact  body,  puffied 
forwards  fo  brlfkly,  that  only  four  or  five  of  - the  enemy’s  fquadr&ns 
had  time  to  fling  themfelves  in  their  way  :  thefe  were  attacked  fword 
in  hand,  and  the  troops  cut  their  way  through-,  but  not  without  the- 
lols  of  lieutenant  Malkelyne  and-  three  troopers,  who  were  made 
prifoners  ;  the-  reft  gained  the  village ;  but  all  the  Sepovs  were  either 
killed  or  taken.  Mr.  Malkelyne  was  foon  after  releafed. by  Chunda-  ’ 
faheb,  to  whom  he  gave  his  parole-;,  for  the  French,  who  were  at. 

■  this  time  as  cautious  as  the  Englifh  of  appearing  principals  in  the 
war,  affebled  to  have  no  authority  over  the  prifoners.  The  ill  fuc-- 
cefs  of  this  inconfiderate  excuriion,  encreafed.  the  diffidence  which 
the  foldiers  entertained  of  their  officers  ;  who  began  likewife  to  dif--' 
agree  amongft  themfelves,  concurring  in  nothing  but  in  thinkiuo-. 
that  the  enemy  were  much  too  ftrong  for  them. 

The  next  day  Chunda-faheb  encamped  within  five  miles  of  the 
village,  and  employed  two  days  in  reconnoitring  the  ground  quite  tip 
to  the  (heights.  On  the  third, .  the  1 3th  of  July,  their  whole  army 
was  djfcovered  advancing  in  battle-array.  Several  parties  of  cavalry, 
preceded  the  line,  and  came  on  each  flank  of  the' village;  and  foon 
after  appeared  a  body’of  4000  Sepoys  with  feven  pieces  of  cannon,, 
fupported  byacompanyof  looTopafles;  thefe  marched  up  {lowly  and- 
in  good  order;  the  cavalry  brought  up  thereat:  ami  were  foon  after 
rejoined, by  the  other  parties  which  had  been  lent  forward,  excepting  a. 
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few  fiwiadrons  which  galloped  on,  and  Rationed  themfelves  between 
the  village  and  the  llreiglits.  Captain  Dalton  had  began  to*  fife  , 
Tom  1ms  two  Held  pieces,  when  he  received  orders  to  quit  his  pofr, 
and  join  the  main  body,  which. had  advanced  a. little  wav  from  the 
camp  to  favour  his  retreat :  the  near  approach  of  the  enemy  now 
rendered  the  execution  of  this  order  liable  to  many  difficulties; 
however,  to  conceal  his  intentions  from  them  as  long  as  poffible,  ■ 
he  fir  ft  drew  up  the  greateft  part  of  his  detachment  out  of  their 
light  behind  the  village,  and  then  ordered  the  two  field  pieces  to  be 
lent  to  him ;  after  which  the  reft  of  the  detachment  marched  through 
the  village  and  joined  him.  Thus  the  whole  body  formed  before 
the  enemy  dilcovered  their  intention  :  as  Icon  as  they  were  con¬ 
vinced  of  it,  their  Sepoys  milled  through  the  village,  and  began  to 
file  from  the  huts  on  the  rear  of  the  Englilh  party,  who  had  fcarcely 
got  out  of  reach  of  this  fire,  when  the  enemy’s  whole  cavalry,  divided 
into  two  bodies,  came  galloping  round  each  fide  of  the  village,  and 
iurrounded  them  :  the  men  did  not  lofe  courage,  and  by  a  heavy 
fire  obliged  them  to  retreat  into  the  village.  The  detachment 
moving  flowly  on  toward  the  camp,  had  not  proceeded  far  before 
‘the  enemy,  liorfe  and  foot,  returned  to  the  charge,  and  furrounded 
them  again.  The  Caffres,  Topaffes,"  and  a  platoon  of  Europeans 
kept  up  a  conftant  fire,  whilft  the  grenadiers  continually  preiented 
and  recovered  their  arms,  preferving  their  fire  for  the  laft  extremity  ; 
and  by  this  referve  conftantly  deterred  the  cavalry  from  charging : 
jii  this  manner  they  made  their  retreat  good  to  the  entrance  of 
the  {freights,  where  the  ground  being  rocky,  hindered  the  enemy’s 
horfe  from  continuing  in  compact  fquadrons.  The  detachment, 
now  reinforced  by  two  platoons-  from  the  main  body,  halted  more 
frequently,  giving  their  whole  fire  at  once,  and  joined  their  army  in 
good  order,  bringing  off  their  killed  and  wounded,  which  were  fifteen 
men.  The  enemy  following  them,  were  infenfibly  led  within  a  fmall 
diftance  of  the  whole  force  now  united  with  eight  pieces  of  canno'u 
in  front ;  they  at  firft  appeared  determined  to  ftand  their  ground,  and 
bring  on  a  general  affion ;  but  finding  themfelves  feverely  galled  by 
the  artillery,  which,  together  with  the  whole  line,  advanced  upon 
them,  they  gave  way,  and  loft  300  men  before  they  got  out  of  cannon- 
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(hot their  cannon -were- ill  ferved,  and 'did  but  little  damage,  and 
the  French  battalion'neVer  appeared  until  the  firing  ceafed,  when 
they  were  ..discovered  taking  poffefiion.oLtfte  .village,  in  the  rear  of 
which  the  reft  of  the  army  likewise  pitched  their  tents.  :  ' 

Altho’  the  poft  in  the  ftreights  was  deemed  defensible,  it  was  feared 
from  the  great  Superiority  of  Clnmda-Saheb’s  cavalry  and  Sepoys, 
that  he  would  detach  a  body  of  men,  and  poft  it  between  the  camp  - 
and  Tritchi nopoly,  from  which  city  the. army  drew  all  its  provisions 
acrofs  the  two  ktrgeft  rivers  in  the  Carnatic.  From  this  apprehenfion 
it  was  determined  to  retreat  without  delay,  and  the  army  decamped, 
filently  in  the- night ;  they  never,  halted  till  two  the' next  day,  fa¬ 
tigued  to  excefs  with  a  march  of  eighteen  hours,  performed  without 
refreshment: in  the  hotteft  feafoir  of  this  fultry  climate,  and  after  the 
■fatigues  they  had  endured  in  the  aftion  of  the  preceding  day.  Luckily 
the  enemy’s  cavalry  were  lo  diSpirited  with  the  lois  they  then  fuf- 
tained,  that  they  never  attempted  to  interrupt  the  retreat :  they  how¬ 
ever  followed  at  a  diftance,  and  before  night  took  poft  within  three 
miles  of  the  army,  which  was  now  arrived  within- fight  of. -Tritchi- 
nopolv,  and  encamped  clofe  to  the  northern  bank' of  the  Colerobn.  ' 
This  river  is  a  principal  arm  of  another  called  the  Caveri,  which 
has  its  Source  in  the  mountains  within- thirty  miles  of  Mangalore  on 
the  coaft  of  Malabar,  and  pafling-  through  the  kingdom  of  Myfore, 
runs  400  miles  before  it  reaches  Tntclnnopoly.  About  five  miles  to 
the  north-weft  of  this  citv  the  Caveri  divides  itfelf  into  two  principal 
arms.  The-  northern  is  called  tile  Colcroou,  and  dilevnbogues  at 
Devi-Cotah:  the  other  retains  the  name  of  Caveri;  and about 
twenty  miles  to  the  eaftward  or  j.  ntchinopoly  begins  to  Send  forth 
feveral  large  brandies,-  all  of  which  pals  through  the  kingdom  of 
Tanjore,  and  are  tne  cauie  or  tne  great  fertility  of  that  country. 
For  feveral  miles  after  the  reparation,  tile  banks  of  the  Coleroon  and 
Caveir  are  in  no  part  tv.-o  miles  aSundcr,  m  manv  icarcclv  one  :  and 
at  Goiladdv,  a  fort  fiitcen  miles  to  the  call  of  l  ritchmonolv.  the 
two  Streams  approacn  fo  near  to  each  othei  t  f  the  5  t1  Oi  <1  e 
country  have  been. obhved  to  Sung  up  a  larcrc  and  llrotur  mound  of 
earth  to  keep  tnem  Jrom  uniting  asram.  -  I  he  lone  Shu  of  land  en¬ 
closed  bt  the  tt  t  Jiaiwl  11  I  ai  1  th  jhc-  Lie 
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1 75l-  the  two  dreams  fil'd  feparatc,  is  called  the  iflautl  of  Seringham,  fa- 
mous  throughout  Indoftap.Tor  the  great  pagoda  from  which  it  derives 
its  name.  This  temple  is  fituated  abput  a  mile  from  the  wedern 
extremity  of  the  ifland,  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  bank  of  the 
Coleroon  :  it  is  compofed  of  feven  fquare  inclofures,  one  within  the 
other,  the  walls  of  which  are  25  feet  high,  and  four  thick.  Thefe 
inclofures  are  350  feet  diftant  from  one  another,  and  each  has  four 
large  gates  with  a  high  tower  ;  which  are  placed,  one  in  the  middle 
of  each  tide  of  the  inclofure,  and  opposite  to  the  four  cardinal  points. 
The  outward  wall  is  near  four  miles  in  circumference,  and  its  gate¬ 
way  to  the  fouth  is  ornamented  with  pillars,  feveral  of  which  are 
Angle  {tones  33  feet  long,  and  nearly  five  in  diameter ;  and  thofe 
which  form  the  roof  are  dill  larger  :  in  the  inmod  inclofure  are  the 
chapels.  About  half  a  mile  to  the  ead  of  Seringham,  and  nearer  to 
the  Caveri  than  the  Coleroon,  is  another  large  pagoda  called  Jum- 
bakidna:  but  this  has  only  one  inclofure.  The- extreme  veneration 
in  which  Seringham  is  held,  ariles  from  a  belief  that  it  contains  that 
identical  image  of  the  god  Widcbnu,  which  ufed  to  be  worfhipped 
by  the  god  Brama.  Pilgrims  from  all  parts  of  the  peninfula  come 
here  to  obtain  abfolutiorl,  and  none  come  without  an  offering  of 
money ;  and  a  large  part  of  the  revenue  of  the  idand  is  allotted  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  Bramins  who  inhabit  the  pagoda  ;  and  thefe, 
with  their  families,  formerly  compofed  a  multitude,  not  lefs  than 
40,000  fouls,  maintained  without  labour  by  the  liberality  of  fuper- 
dition.  Here,  as  in  all  the  other  great  pagodas  of  India,  the  Bramins 
live  in'  a  fubordination  which  knows  no  refidance,  and  dumber  in  a 
voluptuoufnefs  which  knows  no  wants  ;  and,  fenfible  of  the  happinefs 
of  their  condition,  they  quit  not  the  fi.lence  of  their  retreats  to  min¬ 
gle  in  the  tumults  of  the  date  ;  nor  point  the  brand,  flaming  from 
the  altar,  againd  the  authority  of  .the  fovereign,  or  the  tranquility  of 
the  government.  This  repofe  was  now  doomed  to  be  much^dif- 
turbed,  and  the  temple  to  endure  fuch  pollutions  as  it  had  never 
.  /  before  been  expofed  to. 

The  Englidi  battalion  took  poffeflion  of  Pitchandah,  a  fortified 
pagoda  fituated  on  "the  northern  bank  of  the  Coleroon,  about  a  mile 
to  the  cad  of  Seringham  :  red  of  the  army  encamped  along  the 
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•river  near  the  pagoda.  .  The  camp  waslpnly  acceflible  by  the  high  1 751. 
road ;  for  the  reft  of  the  ground  was  laijhout  in.  rice  fields,  which 
being  at  this  feafon  overflowed,  formed  a  m'orafs  not  to  be  puffed  by. 
Cavalry  :  but  the  army  foon  found  difficulties  in  getting  provifions, 
which  could  now  only  be  brought  from  the  oppofite  ftio.re  under  the 
protection  of  the  guns  of  the  camp,  and  it  was  feared  that  this  dif- 
trels  would  be  greatly  increafed  by  th^  enemy’s  fending  a  ftrong  de¬ 
tachment  "acrofs  the  river  to  take  poffefiion  of  the  great  pagoda.  It 
Was  therefore  refolved  to  prevent  them,  and  orders  were  given  for 
the  whole  army  to  crofs  the  river. 

The  Coleroon,  like  all  the  other  rivers  on  the,  coaft  of  Coromandel, 
is  fubjedl  to  very  fudden  and  unforefeen  alterations,  which  depend  on 
-the  rains  that  fall  on  the  mountains  of  the  Malabar  coaft;  fo  that  in 
’the  Ipace  of  twenty-four  hours  it  often,  from-being  fordable,  becomes 
almoft  impaffable  even  by  boats ;  and  at  this  time  it  was  fcarcely 
fordable,  and  very  rapid.  The  ammunition  and  ftores  were  tranf' 
ported  before  day-light  in  two.large  flat  boats,  kept  by  the  government  . 
of  T ritebi nopoly  to  ferry  over-  hoffes.  The  troops  then  followed  with 
the  iield-pieces  ;  and.  the  retreat  was  not  difcovefed  by  the  enemy 
until  the  laft  boat,  with  four  of  the  field  pieces,  was  palling.  This 
ftuck  upon,  a  fand-bank,  and  the  enemy  brought  down  their  guns, 
and  cannonaded  it ;  on  which  it  was  abandoned  by  the  boatmen ;  but 
the  grenadiers,  who  formed  the  rear-guard,  brought  it  off^  and  the 
whole  army  paffed  without  any  other  lofr  than  that  of  two  or  three 
tumbrils,  and  one  ftnall  iron  gun  belonging  to  the  Nabob. 

The  Engliih  troops,  as  well  as  thole  of  the  Nabob,  entered  the  pa-, 
goda,  and  were  admitted  with  great  rekuftance  into  three  of  the  firft 
inclofures,  which  affording  room  much  more  than  fuffiejent  for  their 
reception,  they  complied  with  the  earneft  lollicitations  of  the  Bramins, 
imploring  fhem  to. carry  . the  ftain  of  their  pollutions  no  nearer  the  ha¬ 
bitation  of  the  idol.  It  was  evident  this  poll  might  have  been  defended 
agaihft  the  enemy’s  whole  force,  fince  the  cannon  of  Tritchinopoly 
and  thole  in  the  pagoda  were  near  enough  to  have  kept  the  comma-  ^ 
-nieation  open;  but  the  fpirit  of  retreat  ftiil  fo  ftrongly  poffeffed  the 
army,  that  they  fufpccted  the  outward  wall  of  Seringlmm  to  be  in  a 
miaous  condition,  and  thought  the  cxttnt  of  it  too  great  to.be  de- 
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fended  by  fo  fmall  a  fofco/  Indeed  the  Englifh  battalion  was  now 
reduced  to  400  men,  and'  the  Nabob’s  troops  could  not  be  depended 
on.  It  was  therefore  determined,  as  the  laft  refource,  to  take  Ihelter 
under  the  walls  of  Tritchinopoly,  and  this  refolution  was  put  in  ex¬ 
ecution  two  days  after  the  army  took  pofleffion  of  Seringham. 

The  city  of  Tritchinopoly  lies  about  90  miles  inland  from  the 
coaft,  and  is  fituated  within  half  a  mile  of -the  fouthern  bank  of  the 
Caveri,  and  about  a  mile  and  a  half  fouth-eaft  from  Seringham.  It 
is  a  parallelogram,  of  which  the  eaft  and  weft  Tides  extend  '  near 
2000  yards,  and  the  north  and  fouth  about  1200.  It  has  a  double 
inclofure  of  walls,  each  of  which  are  flanked  by  round  towers,  built 
at  equal  diftances  from  one  another  :  the  outward  wall  is  1 8  feet  high, 
and  about  five  feet  thick,  without  rampart  or  parapet :  the  inward  is 
much  ftronger,  being  30  feet  high,  with  a  rampart  of  ftone  decreafing 
by  large  fteps.  from  the  ground  to  the  top,  where  it  is  10  feet 
broad,  and  has  a  thin  parapet  of  ftone  about  feven  feet  high,  in  which 
are  loop  holes  to  fire  through.  There  is  an  interval  between  the 
two  walls  of  25  feet,  and  before  the  outward  a.  ditch  30  feet  wide 
and  1 2  deep,  unequally  fupplied  with  water  at  different  feafons,  but 
never  quite  dry.  In  the  northern  part  of  the  city  ftands  a  rock  150 
feet  high,  from  which  the  adjacent  country  is  difeovered  for  many 
miles  round. 

The  Englifh  battalion  encamped  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  city  clofe 
to  the  ditch,  and  the  Nabob’s  troops  on  the  fouthern  fide :  captain 
Cope,  with  100  of  the  Europeans  fent  thither  in  the  beginning  of 
the  year,  remained  within  the  walls.' 

Chunda-faheb  and  the  French  took  pofleflion  of  Seringham  foon 
after  it  was  evacuated  by  the  Nabob’s  army ;  and  in  the  beginning 
of  Auguft  they  fent  a  ftrong  detachment  to  attack  CoiUddy,  a  mud 
fort  about  a  mile  to  the  eaft  of  the  great  bank  which  terminates  the 
ifland  of  Seringham,  and  the  only  poll  which  ftill  held  out  fqr  the 
Nabob.  Captain  Gingen,  informed  of  this  motion,  detached  20  Eu¬ 
ropeans  and  1 00  Sepoys,  under  the  command  of  enfign  Trufler,  to 
reinforce  the  garrifon.  This  officer  defended  the  fort  very  gallantly 
for  feveral  days,  until  it  was  fo  fhattered  as  to  be  no  longer  tenable : 
he  then  received  orders  to  draw  oft  his  men  in  the  night ;  and  a  de¬ 
tachment 
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t'achment  of  200  Europeans  were  fent  to  poft  themfelves  oppofite  to 
the  fort  on  the  fouthern  bank  of.  the  Caveri,  in  order  to  cover  his  re¬ 
treat:  but  the  Sepoys,  inftead  of  palling  the  river -a  few.  at  a  time, 
whilft  the  Europeans  were  firing  from  the  wall  to  amufe  the  enemy, 
threw  themfelves  precipitately  into  the  water  all  together,  every  one" 
prefftng  to  get  over  to  the,  covering  party  as  fart  as  he  could.  Their 
noile  in  this  confufion  difcovened  them  to  the  enemy,  who  increafed 
it  by  firing  upon  them,  and  at  the  fame  time  prepared  to  affault  the 
fort ;  upon  which  the  Europeans '  likewife  plunged  into  the  river, 
and  throwing  away  their  arms,  with  difficulty  joined  the  covering 
party.  -  This  fuccefs  determined  Chunda-faheb.  to  crofs  the  Caveri, 
and  leaving  a  garrifon  in  Seringham,  he  encamped  with  the  reft  of 
his  army  to  the  eaft  of  Tritchinopoly. 

The  prefidency  of  Fort  St.  David  faw,  with 'great  anxiety,  their 
efforts  to  fupport  Mahomed-ally,  fruftrated  by  the  retreat  of  his  army- 
out  of  the  Carnatic,  where  he  now  no  longer  poffeffed  a  fingle  diftridt: 
and  Verdachelum,  the. only  fort  to  the  north  of  the  Coleroon  which 
acknowledged  him,  was  invefted  hy  the  troops  of  a  neighbouring 
polygar.  The  fhips  from  Europe  having  brought  fome  recruits,  a 
detachment  of  80  Europeans  and  300  Sepoys,  with  a  large  convoy  of 
ftores,  were  fent  from  Fort  St.  David  in  the  middle  of  July  to  relieve 
if;  but  every  good  officer  being  already  in  the  field,  there  remained 
none  in  the  garrifon  to  whom  fuch  a  command  could  be  prudently  in¬ 
truded.  The  governor  Mr.  Saunders  therefore  requefted  Mr.  Pigot, 
one  of  the  council,  and  a  man  of  refolution,  to  proceed  with  the  de¬ 
tachment  until  it  fhould  be  out  of  rilque  of  enemies,  and  then  to  fend 
it  forward  under  the  command  of  the  military  officer  to  Tritchinopoly. 
Lieutenant  Clive  likewife  refolved  to  accompany  this  detachment. 
This  young  man,  foon  after  the  redu&ion  of  Devi-Cotah,  had  re- 
affumed  the  mercantile  fervice  of  the  company,  in  which  he  firft  went 
to  India;  and  fronvthat  time  had  held  the  office  of  commifiary  for 
fnppfying  the  European  troops  with  provifions.  In  the  profecution  of 
this  employment,  as  well  as  from  his  love  of  enterprise,  he  had  ac¬ 
companied  the  army  from  the  beginning  of  this  campaign,  until  they 
began  to  retreat,  before  the  enemy  at  Vol-condah.  The  detachment 
furprized  the  Polygar’s  troops  at  midnight,  who  took  flight,  at  the 
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fir  A:  fire,  and  the  convoy  entered  Verdachehim  without  any  loft. 
From  hence  Mr.  Pigot  lent  the  detaohment  through  the  country* of 
Tanjore  to  reinforce  the  battalion  at  Tritchinopoly,  which  they 
joined  without  interruption;  the  French  at  this  time  not  having 
croffed  the  Caveri.  Fie  then  returned  from  Verdachelum  to  Fort 
St.  David,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Clive,  iz  Sepoys,  and  as  many  fer- 
vants  :  in  their  way  they  were  furrounded  by  the  Polygar’s  troops, 
who  with  matchlocks  harafled  this  little  party  fome  hours,  and  killed 
feven  of  the  Sepoys,  and  leveral  of  the  attendants.  The  ammunition 
of  the  reft  being  expended,  they  were  ordered  to  dilperle,  and  Mr. 
Pigot  and  Clive  laved  themlelves  by  the  fpeed  of  their  horfes  from 
a  party  of  cavalry,  who  purfued  them  feveral  miles. 

In  the  middle  of  July  the  prefidency  prepared  to  fend  another  re¬ 
inforcement  to  Tritchinopoly,  where  the  dilcontent  which  prevailed 
amongft  the  officers  made  it  neceffary  to  remove  feveral  of  them  at  a 
time  when  there  were  very  few  fit  to  fucceed  to  their  ports :  a  cap-  . 
tain’s  commiffion  was  therefore  given  to  Mr.  Clive,  who  proceeded 
with  a  detachment  into  the  country  of  Tanjore,  where  he  was  joined 
by  another  from  Devi-Cotah,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Clarke, 
who  took  the  command  of  the  whole,  which,  united,  confifted  of 
only  too  Europeans,  and  50  Sepoys,  with  one  fmall  field  piece.  The 
king  of  Tanjore,  like  all  other  Indian  princes,  cautious  of  declaring 
whilft  the  event  remained  doubtful,  buffered  both  the  Englith  and 
French  troops  to  march  through  his  country  to  Tritchinopoly :  and 
this  being  the  only  rout  by  which  the  Engliffi  from  the  fea-coaft 
could  now  gain  the  city,  the  fort  of  Devi-Cotah  began  to  acquire  an 
importance  not  forefeen  when  they  took  it.  The  French  detached 
-from  Coiladdy  30  Europeans  .and  500  Sepoys,  who  came  in  fight  of 
the  Engliffi  party  near  the  village  of  Condore,  fituated  ten  miles  to 
the  north  of  Tanjore ;  the  high  road  led  through  the  village,  and 
both  anxious  to  get  polTeffion  of  it,  entered  it  haftily  at  the  fame  time 
at  different  ends.  A  ikirmiffi  enl'ued,  in  which  the  French  officer 
was  defperately  wounded,  and  10  of  his  Europeans  were  killed,  on 
which  the  reft  with  the  Sepoys  took  flight ;  and  the  Engliffi  making 
a  circuit  of  feveral  miles  to  avoid  the  enemy’s  camp,  arrived  fafe  at 
tire  city. 


Notwith- 


Notwithftanding  thefe  reinforcements,  the  Englifh  battalion  at 
Tritchinopoly  did  not  excee^foo  men  ;  whereas  the  French  had 
$00,  add  the  troops  of  Chunda-faheb  outnumbered  the  Nabob’s  ten 
to  one.  The  ftrength  of  the  city  indeed  rendered  the  reduction  of 
it  very  difficult ;  but  the  Nabob’s  army,  at  the  fame  time  that  they 
were  incapable  of  retrieving  his  affairs,  exhaufted  his  treafures,  and 
his  revenues  were  daily  cfit  off  by  the  enemy  taking  poffeffion  of  the 
countries  which  furnilhed  them. 

Captain  Clive,  on  his  return  from  Tritchinopoly  iu  the  beginning 
of  An  gull,  reprefented  this  fit'uationof  affairs  to’the  prefidency,  and 
propofed,  as  the  only  refource,  to  attack  the  pcffeffions  of  Chunda- 
laheb  in  the  territory  of  Arcot ;  offering  to  lead  the  expedition  himfelf, 
which  he  doubted  not  would  caule  a  diverfion  of  part  of' the  enemy’s 
.  force  from  Tritchinopoly.  Fort  St.  David  and  Madrafs  were  left,  ■ 
the  one  with  ioo,  the  other  with  lefs  than  50  men,  in  order  to  fupply 
the  greatell  force  that  could  be  collected  for  this  enterprize.  The 
detachment,  when  compleated,  neverthelefs,  conlifted  of  no  more 
than  300  Sepoys  and  200  Europeans,  with  eight  officers,  fix  of  whom 
had  never  before  been  in  action,  and  four  of  thefe  fix,  were  young  men 
in  the  mercantile  fervice  of  the  company,  who,  inflamed  by  his  ex¬ 
ample,  took,  up  the  fword  to  follow  him.  This'handful  of  men,  with 
only  three  field  pieces  for  "their  artillery,  marched  from  Madrafs  on 
the  26th  of  Augull,  and  on  the  29th  arrived  , at  Conjeveram,  a  con- 
fiderable  town  with  a  large  pagoda,  lying  about  40  miles  inland,  .where 
they  received  intelligence  that  the  fort  of  Arcot  was  garrifoned  by 
1  too  men  ;  on  which  captain  Clive  wrote  to  Madrafs,  defiring' that 
two  1 8  pounders  might  be  fent  after  him  without  delay.  On  the 
31ft  he  halted  within  10  miles  of  Arcot,  where  the  enemy’s  fpies  re¬ 
ported,  that  they  had  difcovered  the  Englilh  marching  with  unconcern 
through  a  violent  llorm  of  thunder,  lightning,  and  rain;  and  this  cir- 
cumftance,  from  their  notions  of  omens,  gave  the  garrifon  fo  high  an 
opinion  of  the  fortitude  of  the  approaching  enemy,  that  they  inftantly. 
abandoned  the  fort,  and  a  few  hours  after  the  Englifh  entered  the  city, 
which  had  no  walls  or  defences;  and  marching  through  100,000 
fpedlators,  who  gazed  on  them  with  admiration  and  refpedl,  took  pof¬ 
feffion  of  the  fort,  in  which  they  found  a  large  quantity  of  lead  and 
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gun-powder,  with  '8  pieces  of  cannon,  from  4  to  8  pounders.  The 
merchants  had,  for  fecurity,  depofiteggjjh  the  fort  effects  to  the  value 
of  50,000  pounds,  but  thefe  were  punctually  rcflored  to  the  owners ;  ■ 
and  this  judicious  abflcmioufnefs  conciliated  many  of  the  principal 
inhabitants  to  the  Englifh  iutereft.  The  fort  was  inhabited  by  3  or 
4000  perfons,  who,  at  their  own  requell,  were  permitted  to  remain 
in  their  dwellings. 

Captain  Clive  made  it  his  fuPc  care  to  collect  fuch  provifions  and 
materials  as  might  enable  him  to  fuftain  a  fiege  ;  and  forefeeing  that 
the  enemy  would  foon  recover  from  their  fright,  and  return  into  the 
town,  if  he  confined  himfelf  to  the  fort,  determined  to  go  in  quell  of 
them :  and  on  the  4th  of  September  marched  out  with  the  greatell 
part  of  his  men,  and  four  field  pieces  :  in  the  afternoon  he  difeovered 
the  fugitive  garrifon,  confifling  of  600  horfe  and  500  foot,  drawn  up 
near  Timer)-,  a  fort  fituated  6  miles  fouth-well  of  the  city.  They  had 
.  a  field  piece,  managed  by  two  or  three  Europeans,  from  which  they 
fired  at  a  great  diflance,  and  -killed  a  camel  and  wounded  a  Sepoy  : 
but  as  foon  as  they  faw  the  Englifh  within  mulket-lhot,  retreated  to 
the  hills  ip  their  rear. '  upon  which  the  Englifh  returned  to  the  fort. 

The  troops  marched  out  again  on  the  (5th,  and  found  the  enemy 
drawn  up  within  gim-fhot  of  Tirnery,  in  a  grove,  inclofed  with  a  bank 
and  a  ditch  ;  about  50  yards  in  front  of  which  was  a  large  tank;  fur- 
rounded  likewife  with  a  bank  much  higher  than  that  of  the  grove ;  but  by 
an-e  and  ncgleCt  the  tank  itlelf  was  almoll  cboaked  up  and  dry.  Their 
number  now  appeared  to  be  2000,  and  theyhad  two  field  pieces,  which 
fired  imartiy  as  the  Englifh  advanced,  and  killed  three  Europeans  ;  on 
which  accident  theline  advanced  more  brifkly  towards  the  enemy,  who 
frightened  by  the  vivacity  of  their  approach,  did  not  think  themlelves 
fafe  in  the  grove,  but  hurried  with  precipitation  into  the  tank,  and  be- 
rran  to  fire  from  the  banks,  expofing  fo  little  of  their  bodies  that  the 
Eno-lifh  fire  did  no  execution  amongft  them,  whilfl  theirs  wounded 
feveral  of  the  Europeans  and  Sepoys.  The  troops  were  therefore  ordered 
to  move  Miind  fnme  neighbouring  buildings,  from  which  eniigu  Glads 
was  foo  ith  a  platoon  of  40  men,  to  attack  one  fide 

of  the  tank,  whiii!-  another,  under  the  command  of  lieutenant  Buikley, 
pufMd  I  c  in  front.  Both  gained  the  banks,  and  gave 
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.their  fire  at  the  fame  inftaut,  amongft  numbers  crowded  together  m 
the  tank;  which  immediately  put  them  to  flight..  The  troops  then 
■  ltook  poflefliou  of  the  village  under  the- walls  of  the  fort,  and  fum- 
xnoned  the  governor.  Meflages  paffed,  during  which  his  fpies  dif- 
covered  that  thcEnglilh  had  no  battering  cannon,  which  intelligence 
determined  him  not  to-  furrender.  Several  fliells  were  therefore 
thrown  into  the  fort  from  a  eohorn  mortar,  which  proving  ineffec¬ 
tual,  The  troops  marched  back  to  Arcot,  and  the  enemy\  cavalry 
hovered  round  them  as  they  retreated,  but  kept  out  of  the  reach  of 
their  fire. 

.  The  garrifon  remained  in  -the  fort  10  days,  diligently  employed  in 
■many  neceflitry  works;  and  the  enemy,  now  augmented  to  5000  men 
imputing  this  intermiffion  of  their  Tallies  to- fear,  encamped  within 
.three  miles  of  .the  town,  giving  out  that  they  intended  to  befiege  the 
fort.  Captain  Clive  determined  to  take  advantage  of  their  focurity ; 
imd  on  the  1.4th  of  September  marched  out,  two  hours  after  mid¬ 
night,  with  the  greateft  part  of  his  garrifon,  and  entering  their  camp 
by  furprize,  found  them,  as  he  expefted,  afleep.  The  troops  beat 
vp  the-camp  from  one  end  to  the  other,  firing  continually  on  numbers, 
.taking  flight  on  all  fides  with  fhrieks  and  confufion :  the  terror  was  fo 
great  that  very  few  made  ufe  of  their  arms,  and  even  thefe'few,  after 
a  Angle. difeharge. made  at  random,  mingled  with  the  reft  of  the  fu¬ 
gitives  ;  and  when  the  day  broke,  none  of  them  remained  in  firim 
This  fuecefs  was  obtained  without  the  lofs  of  a  man.  -  ° 

The  two  -18  pounders,  which  had  been  demanded  from  Madrafs. 
vrtth  feme  military  ftores,  were  at  this  time  on  .the  road,  but  cfcorted 
only  by  a  few  Sepoys  ;  and  the  enemy  hoping  to  intercept  them,  fent 
a  large  detachment,  which  took  polSeffion  of  the  great  pao-oda  of 
Conjeycram  ;  3 o  Europeans  and  50  Sepoys,  with  a  field  piece,  were 
lent  from  the  fort  to  difloclge  them,  and  on  their  arrival  found  the 
pagoda  abandoned ;  tne  enemy  having  retreated  to  a  fort  in  the 
neighbourhood,  where  they  were  continually  reinforced  from  the 
main  body,  Much  depending  on  the  fafe  arrival  of  the  convoy 
captain  Clive,  refcrvmg  only  30  Europeans  and  50  Sepovs  for  the* 
guard  of  the  fort,  font  all  .  the  reft  to  fm-ngthea  the  detachment 
which  efcorted  it.  On  tms  tne  enemy  changed  their  defign,  aisd  rc- 
6  b  turned 
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infantry  continued  their  fire  until  dny-bre 
tachments,  with  the  convoy,  entered  th; 
abandoned  it  with  precipitation.  The 
with  the  treatment  they  had  received  from  tl: 

[Symptoms  of  infurreflion  during  the  attack. 

•  The  acquifition  of  the  fort  of  Arcot  foon  produced  the  effeS  which 
had  been  expected  from  it.  Chunda-faheb  detached  4000  of  his 
troops,  hor-fe  and  foot,  from  Tritchinopoly,  who  in  their  rout  were 
joined  by  his  fon  Raja-faheb,  with  1  50  Europeans  from  Pondicherry, 
and  together  with  the  troops  already  collected  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Arcot,  entered  the  city  on  the  23d  of  September,  and  Raja-fehfib 
fixed  his  head-quarters  in  the  palace  of  the  Nabob. 

Captain  Clive  finding  himfelf  on  the  point  of  being  clofely  be¬ 
lieved,  determined  to  make  one  vigorous  effort  to  drive  the  enemy 
0,it  nf  the  town,  which,  if  it  did  not  fucceed,  might  at  leaft  produce 
1  1  ed  ^  of  impreffing  them  with  an  opinion  of  the  courage  of 

bis  men.  On  the  24th  at  noon,  the  greateft  part  of  the  garrifon,  with 
1  eces,  fallied  out  of  the  north-weft  gate  :  this  faced  a 
1  c  If  r  continuing  about  feventy  yards  in  a  direct  line  to  the 

r  1  of"  to  the  eaft,  and  formed  another  ftreet,  at  the  end  of 

]  t  e  le  t  hand  was  fituated  the  Nabob’s  palace.  This  fronted 

hich  ftriking  to  the  fouth,  continued  on  the  eaftern 
fide.. 
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■fide  of  the  fort.  The  fquare  interval  between  thefe  three  ftreets  and  1751. 
the  northern  wall  of  the  fort  was  filled  with  buildings  and  incloferes. 
Captain  Clive  intending  to  place  the  enemy  between  two  fires,  ordered 
ia  platoon  under  the  command  of  enfign  Glafs  to  march  up  the  ftreet 
-on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  fort,  which  led  up  to  the  palace,  and  ad¬ 
vanced  himfelf  with  the  main  body  along  the  ftreet  leading  from  the 
jiorth-weft  gate.  The  French  troops,  with  four  field  pieces,  were  . 
drawn  up  at  the  end  of  the  crofs  ftreet  in  front  of  the  palace.  Cap¬ 
tain  Clive’s  party  no  fooner  came  in  fight  of  them  than  a  hot  can¬ 
nonade  enfued  in  the  crofs  ftreet,  at  the  diftance  of  only  30  yards. 

The  French  in  a  few  minutes  were  driven  from  their  guns,  and  ran 
into  the  palace  -;  but  by  this  time  the  troops  of  Raja-laheb  had  taken 
■poffeffion  of  all  the  houfes  in  the'  ftreet ;  and  fecure  under  this  cover, 

’  kept  up  a  continual  fire  from  their  mufketry  -with  fuck  good  aim,  that 
*4  men,  who  pufhed  to  bring  away  the  French  guns,  were  all  either 
killed  or  wounded.  There  was  on  one  fide  of  the  ftreet  a  large  Choul¬ 
try  :  thefe  are  buildings  intended  for  the  reception  of  travellers,  covered 
-and  inclofed  on  three  fides  with  walls,  but  open  in  front,  where,  inftead 
of  a  wall,  the  roof  is  fupported  by  pillars.  •  Captain  Clive,  to  preferve 
his  men,  relinquifhed  the  intention  of  bringing  off  the  enemy’s  can¬ 
non,  and  ordered  them  to  enter  the  Choultry;  from  hence  the  artillery 
men  ftepping  put  and  retreating  into.it  immediately  after  they  had  per¬ 
formed  the  fervices  allotted  to  each  of  them,  continued  to  load  and  fire 
their  field  pieces  until  they  had  recoiled  into  the  north  ftreet.  The 
troops  then  quitting  the  Choultry,  joined  their  guns  and  proceeded  to 
tile  fort  without  meeting  any.  farther  moleftation.  Enfign  dafs’s 
platoon  returned  at  the  fame  time  :  thefe  had  encountered  and  put  to 
flight  3  or  400  of  the  enemy’s  Sepoys,  whom  they  found  ported  as  an 
advanced  guard  in  an  inclofure  adjoining  to  the  ftreet  through  which 
they  intended  topafs  to  the  palace  ;  where,  by  this  interruption,  they 
were  prevented  from  arriving  in  time  to  render  the  fiervice  expected 
from  them.  The  garrifon  fullered  this  day  the  lofs  of  r 5  Europeans, 
who  were  either  killed  on  the  fpot,  or  died  afterwards  of  their  wounds  ; 
-amougft  them  was  lieutenant  Trcrrtvith,  who  perceiving  u  Sepoy 
from  a  window  talcing  aim  at  captain  Clive,  pulled  him  on  one  fide. 


'  1  f’  ‘’C)  1  mging  bis  aim,  (hot  lieutenant  Trenwith 

1  t  in  Revel,  the  only  artillery  officer,  with  16 
1  "  hk.,.i  iiv  diiablcd.  7  Iris  tally  would  be  condemned 

°f  ft  1  led  in  Europe,  for  they  forbid  the  befieged 
l.<  niii-iifi.il  a  i  i ii-i uo,  uuleib  they  are  aflured.of  greatly  outnumbering 
l.h  p.t.  tv  tuCv  utlciek ,  hut  it  is  not  reafonable  to  ftrain  the  rules  calcu¬ 
lated  ,i.u  one  fy fieri j,  tu  the  fervice  of  another  differing  fo  widely  from 
1  e  i  st  t  n  Indoftan  differ  from  thofc  in  Europe. 

The  next  uay  fusja-iahebwas  joined- by  aooo  men  from  Veloor, . 
1,1  1  1  1  T  lo  t  z  a  j  iu  perfon  ;  and  took  pcffeffion  of  all  the 
avenues  leading  to  th#  fort,  which  feemed  little  capable  of  fuftaining 
the  impending  fiege.  Its  extent  was  more  than  a  mile  in  circum¬ 
ference.  The  walls  were  in  many  places  ruinous ;  the  rampart  too 
narrow  to  admit  the  firing  of  artillery  ;  the  parapet  low  and  {lightly 
built ;  feveral  of  the  towers  were  decayed,  and  none  of  them  capable 
of  receiving  more  than  one  piece  of  cannon  ;  the  ditch  was  in  moft 
places  fordable,  in  others  dry,  and  in  fome  choaked  up :  there  was 
between  the  foot  of  the  walls  and  the  ditch  a  {pace  about  to  feet 
broad,  . intended  for  a  fauffebray,  hut  this  had  no  parapet  at  the  {carp 
of  the  ditch..  The  fort  had  two  gates,  one  to  the  north-weft,  the  other 
to  the  eaft ;  both  of  which  were  large  piles  of  maibnry  projecting  40 
feet  .beyond  the  walls,  and  the  paffage  from  thefe  gates  was,  inftead 
©f  a. draw-bridge,  a  large  caufeway  crofting  the  ditch.  The  garrifon 
had  from. their  arrival  employed  themfelves  indefatigably  to  remove 
rind  repair  as  many  of  thefe  inconveniences  and  defects  as  the  finallnefs 
of  their  numbers  could  attend  to.  They  had  endeavoured  to  burn  down 
feveral  of  the  neareft  houfes,  but  without  fuccefs  ;  for  thefe  having  no 
wood- work  in  their  conftru£Hon,.excepting  the  beams  which  fupported " 
the  ceiling,  refilled  the  blaze:,  of  thefe  houfes  the  enemy’s  infantry- 
took  poffeffion,  and  began  to  fire  upon  the  ramparts,  and  wounded 
feveral  of  the  garrifon  before  night,  when  they  retired.  At  midnight, 
enfigii  Glafs  was  fent  with  1  o  men,  and  fome  barrels  of  gun-powder, . 
to  blow  up  two  of  the  houfes  which  moft  annoyed  the  fort.  This 
party  were  let  down  by  ropes  over  the  walls,  and  entering  the  houfes 
without  being  difeovered,  made  the  explofion,  but  with  io  little  {kill 
that  ifodid  not  produce. the  intended  effect :  at  their  return  the  rope, . 

,  .  bi’ 
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by  which  cnfign  Glafs-was  getting  into  the  fort,  broke,  and  he'was  by 
(  the  fall  Tendered  incapable  of  farther  dut)r ;  fo  that,  at  the  beginning 
of  the  liege,  the  gariitbn  was  deprived  of- the  fervice  of  four  of  the 
eight  officers  who  let  out. on  the  expedition;  for  one  was  killed,  two 
wounded,  and.  another  returned  to  Madrafs ;  and  the' troops  fit  for  duly 
were  diminifhed  to  120  Europeans  and  200  Sepoys;  thefe  were  be- 
fieged  by  r  50  Europeans,  2000 Sepoys,  3000  cavalry,  and  5000  Peons. 

The  ftore  of  provifiotvin  the.  fort  was  only  fufiicient  to  fupply  the' 
garrilon  fixty  days, .which. rendered  it  neceflary  to  fend  away  ali-the- 
inhabitants,  excepting#  few  artificers,  and  the  enemy  permitted  them.  ’ 
to  pals  through  theirguards  without  moleftation  :•  amongft  thofe  who 
’  remained- was  a  mafon,  who  had  for  many  years  been  employed  in  the 
fort ;.  he  gave  information,  that  there  was  an  aqueduft  under  ground, 

■  known  to  very  few,  but  which,  if  difcovered  by  the- enemy, -would 
enable  them  to  drain  the  only  refervoir  of  water  in  the  fort :  the  man 
was  rewarded  for  this  feafonable  intelligence,  and  employed  to  prevent 
the  mifchief,  by  choakiug  up  a  part  of  the  aqueduS  within  the  walls. 
For  14  days,  the  enemy,,  not  yet  furnifhed  with  battering  cannon, . 
carried  on  the  fiege  by  firing  from  the  houfes  with  muiketrv,  and  a 
bombardment  from  four  mortars.  .  The  bombardment  did  dittiebda- 
magfe,  and  to. avoid  the  effedt  of- the  mufkeny,  none  of-tlie-garrifon  . 
were  fuffered-  to  appear  on  the  ramparts,. excepting,  the.  few  imme¬ 
diately  lieceffary  to  prevent  aTurprize ;  but  notwithstanding  this  pre¬ 
caution,  feveral  were  killed,  and- more  wounded  :  for  the  enemy,, 
fecure  in  the  houfes,  and  firing  from.refting-places,  took  fuch  excel¬ 
lent  aim,  that  they  often  hit  a  man  when  nothing  but  his  herla  ap¬ 
peared  above  the  parapet';  and  in  this  manner  three  ferjeants  were 
killed,  who  at  different  times  fingly  accompanied '  captain  Clive  in 
vifiting  the  works. .  Mortiz-ally, .  a  few  days  after  his,  arrival,  pre¬ 
tended  to  be  diffatisfied  .with  Raja-faheb,  and  removed  his  troops  to 
a  different  part. of  the  city,  from  whence  he  lent  a  meA’cnger,  inviting 
the  garrilon  to  make  a  fally  on  the  quarters  of  Rrja-fhhcb,  in  which 
he  offered  to  aflill  them  with  his  whole  force.  Captain  Clive  mit- 
trufted.his  profeffions,  but  eonfidcring  the  advantage  of  keeping 
fuch  a  number  of  the  enemy’s  rroops  inadlive,  pretended  to  approve  - 
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of  the  propofal,  and  carried  on  for  fcveral  days  a  corrcfpondcncc,  until 
Mortia-plly,  fulpecting  his  lchcme  was  detetied,  rejoined  the  army. 

On  the  24th  of  Oflo'ber,  the  French  troops  received  from  Pondi-  ' 
cherry  two  1 8  pounders,  and  feven  pieces  of  fmallcr  calibre,  and  im¬ 
mediately  opened  a  battery  to  the  north- weft,  which  was  fb  well 
ferved,  that  their  very  lirft  foot  demounted  one  of  the  18  pounders 
in  the  fort,  and  the  next  entirely  dilabled  it.  The  garrifon  mounted 
-the  other  18  pounder  ;  and  this,  after  a  few  fltot,  was  likewile  dif- 
mounted :  after  which  it  was  employed  only  in  Inch  parts  of  the 
fort,  where  it  was  not  expofed  to  the  enemy’s  artillery.  The  three 
field  pieces  were  likewife  cautioufly  referved  to  repulls  the  enemy 
when  they  ftiould  ftorm fo  that  their  battery  firing  without  much 
oppofition,  in  fix  days  beat  down  all  the  wall  lying  between  two 
towers,  and  made  a  practicable  breach  of  fifty  feet.  In  the  mean 
time  the  garrifon  were  employed  in  making  works  to  defend  it :  a 
trench  was  dug  juft  under  the  rampart,  and  behind  that  at  fome  dis¬ 
tance  another  ;  both  of  which  were  fcattered  with  crows  feet,  and 
behind  them  the  wall  of  a  houfe  was  pulled  down  to  the  height  of  a 
■breaft-work  ;  from  whence  a  row  of  pallifadoes.was  carried  along  on 
each  end  of  both  trenches,  and  continued  up  the  rampart  to  the  pa¬ 
rapet.  A  field  piece  was  planted  on  one  of  the  towers  which  flanked 
the  breach  without,  and  two  fmall  pieces  of  cannon  on  the  flat  roof 
of  a  houfe  within  the  fort,  oppofite  to  the  entrance.  I11  thefe  em¬ 
ployments,  as  indeed  in  all  others,  the  officers  contributed  their  la¬ 
bour  .equally  with  the  common  men  ;  and  the  enemy,  informed  of 
tbefe  preparations  to  defend  the  breach,  did  not  think  it  fafe  to  attack 
it  before  they  had  made  another  :  they  had  by  this  time  burft:  one  of 
their  18  pounders,  and  removed  the  other,  with  one  nine  pounder, 
•to  a.  battery  which  they  eredted  to  the  fouth-v/eft. 

The  garrifon  intending  to  convince  Raja-faheb  that  they  were  in  .a 
condition  toexepute  even  labours  not  indifpenfiblyneceflary,  thickened 
•the  higheft  tower.of  the  ramparts,  and  then  railed  on  the  top  of  it  a 
mound  of  earth  to  i'uch  a  height  as  commanded  the  palace  over  the 
interjacent  houfes.  On  the  top  of  this  mound  they  hoifted  a  vaft 
piece  of  cannon,  fent,  according  to  the  tradition  of  the  fort,  from 

Delhi, 
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‘Delhi,  by  Aureng-zebe,  and  faid  to  have  been  drawn  by  1000  yoke  of 
oxen.  There  were  feveral  iron  balls  belonging  to  it,  each  weighing 
72  pounds.  The  cannon  was  laid  on  the  mound,  and  loaded  with 
3b  pounds  of  powder,  which  was  fired  by  a  train  carried  to  a  con- 
fiderable  diftauce  on  the  ground.  The  fhot  went  through  the  palace,, 
to  l;ie  no  final!  terror  of  Raja-faheb  and  his  principal  officers ;  and  as 
this  was  the  only  effeft  intended,  the  cannon  was  fired  only  once  in. 
the  day,  at  the  time  when  the  officers  aflcmblecLat  the-  head-quarters 
on  the  fourth  day  it  burft.  .  '  \  • 

Ti»e  enemy,  as  if  they  intended  to  retaliate  this  affront,  filled  up  a 
large  lioufe,  which  commanded  the  eaftern  gate,  with  earth  well 
ranim’d  down,  and  upon  this  bafe  raifed  a.fq.uare  mound  of  earth  to. 
fuch  a  height  as  commanded  not  only  the  gate,  but  likewife  every  part 
•within  the  fo;  £ :  from  hence  they  intended  to  fire  on  the  rampart  with 
mulketry  and  two  fmall  pieces  of  cannon.  They  were  fuffered  to  gcrow. 
with  their  work  until  they  had  compleated  it  and  mounted  the  cannon,, 
-when  the  garrifon  began  to  fire,  from  the  referved  1 8  pounder,,  and  in 
left  than  an  hour  the  mound  gave  way  and  tumbled  at  once  with- 50. 
men  Rationed  on  it ;  fome  of  whom  were  killed,  and. many  difabled. 

Notwithftanding  the  numbers  of  the  enemy’s  guards  which  fur- 
rounded  the  fort,  the  garrifon,  by  means  of'  able  fpies,  carried  on  a 
conftant  correfpondence  with  Madrafs  and  Fort  St.  David,  where  the 
company’s  agents  were  very  ‘follicitous  to  relieve  them,  and  having  re¬ 
ceived  fome  recruits  from  Europe,  formed  a  party  of  1 00  Europeans, 
who  with  200  Sepoys,  fet  out  from  Madrafs  under  the  command  of 
lieutenant  Innis.  Before  they  had  advanced  30  miles  in  their  yvay  to 
Arcot,  they  were  'furroundecl  in  the  town  of  Trivatore  bv  2000  of 
Rajarfaheb’s  troops  detached  with  20  Europeans  and  two  uekl  pieces 
from  the  city.  The  Euglifh  party  having  no  cannon,  were  to  icvcrclv 
annoyed  by  the  enemy’s,  that  lieutenant  Inms.  as  the  onlv  refource.. 
made  a  pulh  with  all  his  Europeans  to  drive  tnem  from  tncir  thus. 
The*attempt  fucceeded,  but  not  without  a  (harp  contefl.  in  wmen  2001 
the  Englifh  and  two  of  their  officers  were  killed,  and  a  greater  numuer 
wounded.  This  Iofs  deterred  the  reft  from  t 
and  they  retreated  to  Ponamalce,  a  fort  built  bv  tne  Moors,  and  at 
this  time  belonging  to  the  company,  1  $  miles  weft  of  Madntis. 
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On  the  24th  c  O  t  t  enemy  opened  their  battery  to  the 
.n.niib-tvuft  .  tlitj'.uiu.  u!  1  ainlt  which  they  directed  their  fire 
mu-  i4  a  .  liii.i.iMM  ...iiiJitiMi.,  but  it  had  the  advantage  of  being" 
mwi.h  .eh,  expufed  man  any  other  to  the  fire  from  the  houfes.  Tfie 
vo, id'll!  theicfi.iL-  k'.,]n.  up  a  coiifcant  fire  of  mulketry  againft  the 
1  itt  1  io\r  al  t  1  fl  e  enemy  out  of  it,  but  the  breach 

siotwitliftandiug  mcrealed  >  1  \r.\ 

The  retreat  of  1  l  f  left  fhe  garrifon  little  hopes  of  fuc- 
cour  from  the  fettjcmeius ;  but  this  time  their  fpirits  were  raifed 
by  the  hopes  of  <  body  of  6000  Morattoes,  under 

the  command  of  ivionm-row,  nad  lain  for  ibme-  time  encamped  at 
the  foot  of  the  weftern  mountains,  about  30  miles  from  Arcot:  they 
had  been  hired  to  affift  Mahomed-ally  by  the  king  of  Myfore ;  but  the 
retreat -of  the  Englifn,  and  the  Nabob’s  troops  to  Tritchinopoly,  had 
been  reprefented  in  the  neighbouring  countries  fo  much  to  their  pre¬ 
judice,  that  the  Nabob’s  affairs  were  thought  to  be  defperate,  and  his 
allies  were  fufpefled  of  having  little. .intention  to  fupport  him;  and 
■from  this  pe-i  fuaiion  the  Morattoes  remained  inadfive.  Captain  Clive 
had  found  means  to  fend  a  meffenger  to  inform  them  of  his  fituation, 
and  to  requeft  their  approach  to  his  relief;  the  meffenger  returning 
iafely -to  the  fort,  brought  a  letter  from  Moran-row,  in  which  he  faid 
•that  he  would  not  delay  a  moment  to  fend  a  detachment  of  his  troops 
to  the  affiftance  of  luch  brave  men  as  the  defenders  of  Arcot,  whole- 
behaviour  had-now  fit-ft  convinced  him  that  the  Englifli  could  fight. 

Raja-laheb  receiving  intelligence  of  their  intentions,  feat  a  flag  of 
.race, on  the  30th  of  Oflobcr,  with  propofals  for  the  lurrender  of  the 
fort.  He  ofi’ered  honourable  terms  to  the  garrifon,  and  a  large  fum 
of  money  to  captain  Clive;  and  if  his  otters  were  not  accepted,  he 
threatened  to  ftorm  the  fort  immediately,  and  put  every  man  to  the 
fword, 

Captain  Clive,  in  his  anfwcr,  reproached  the  badnefs  of  Chunda- 
fahob’s  cavife,  treated  R  aja-lhheb-s  offers  of  money  with  contempt  p  and 
laid,  that  he  had  too  good  an  opinion  of  his  prudence  to  believe  that 
.he  would  attempt  to  ftortn,  until  he  had  got  better  foldiers  than  the 
rabble-  of  which  his  army  was  rcmpoied.  As  i’oon  as  the  meflenger 
was  dapatched,  the  flag  of  truce  was  pulled  down ;  but  the  enemy  not 
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Tinderftanding  the  rules  of  European  war,  numbers  of  them  remained 
near  the  ditch  parleying  with  the  Sepoys,  and  perfuading  them  to  de- 
lert.  The  croud  was  feveral  times  wartied'.to  retire,  but  continuing 
to  difregard  the  injunction,  were  difperfed  by  a  volley  of  fmall  arms, 
which  killed  feveral  of  them. 

.  Lieutenant  Innis’s  party,  reinforced  to  the  number  of  1 50  Euro¬ 
peans,  and  with  four  held  pieces,  was  now  advancing  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Capt.  Kiilpatrick ;  and  on  the  9  th  of  November  a  detachment 
of  Morattoes  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  intercepted  feme  am¬ 
munition  going  to  the  enemy.  They  likewife  attempted  to  enter 
the  town  ;  but  finding  every  ftreet  and  avenue  barricaded,  they  con¬ 
tented  themfelves  with  plundering  and  fetting  fire  to  feme  houfes  in. 
the  Ikirts  of  it,  after  which  they  retreated. 

'  By  this  time  the  enemy  had,  from  their  battery  to  the  fouth-weft, 
made  a  breach  much  larger  than  that  to  the  north-weft,  for  it  ex¬ 
tended  near  30  yards  ;  but  the  ditch  before  it  was  full  of  water,  and 
not  fordable  :  and  the  garrifon  had  counterworked,  this  breach  with 
the  fame  kinds  of  defences  as  the  other.  : 

Raja-faheb,  exafperated  by  the  anfwer  he. had  received  to  his  film-, 
mons,  and  alarmed  by  the  approach  of  the  Morattoes,  and  the  detach¬ 
ment  from  Madrafs,  determined- to  ftorm  the  fort.  In  the  evening 
a  Ipy  brought  intelligence  of  this  to  the  garrifon,  and  at  midnight 
another  came  with  a  particular  account  of  all  the  enemy’s  difpofitions, 
and  of  the  hour  of  attack,  which  was  to  begin  at  the  dawn  of  day  by 
die  fignal  of  three  bombs.  Captain  Clive,  almoft  exhaufted  with 
fatigue,  laid  down  to  fleep,  ordering  himfelf  to  be  awakened  at  the 
firft  alarm. 

It  was  the  14th  of  November,  and  the  feftival  which  comme¬ 
morates  the  murder  of  the  brothers  Haffein  and  Jaffein  happened  to 
fall  out  at  this  time.  This  is  celebrated  by  the  Mahomedans  of  In- 
doftan  with  a  kind  of  religious  madnefs,  feme  a&ing  and  others  be- 
waiihig  the  cataftrophe  of  their  faints  with  fo  much  energy,  that 
feveral  die  of  the  excefifcs  they  commit-:  they  are  likewife  perfuaded, 
that  whoever  falls  in  battle,  againft  unbelievers,  during  any  of  the 
days  of  this  ceremony,  fhall  inftantly  be  tranflated  into  the  higher 
paradife,  without  flopping  at  any  of  the  intermediate  purgatories. 

C  c  To 
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To  the  enthufiafm  of  fuperftition  was  added  the  more  certain  efficacy 
of  inebriation ;  for  mod  of  the  troops,  as  is  culfomary  during  the 
agitations  of  this  feftival,  had  eaten  plentifully  of  bang,  a  plant  which 
either  ftupifies,  or  excites  the  moll  delperate  exceffes  of  rage.  Thus 
prepared,  as  foon  as  the  morning  broke,  the  army  of  Raja-iaheb  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  attack.  Befides  a  multitude  that  came  with  ladders  to 
every  part  of  the  walls  that  were  acceffible,  there  appeared  four  prin¬ 
cipal  divifions.  Two  of  thefe  divisions  advanced  to  the  two  gates, 
and  the  other  two  were  allotted  to  the  breaches. 

Captain  Clive,  awakened  by  the  alarm,  found  his  garrifbn  at  their 
polls,  according  to  the  difpofitions  he  had  made.  The  parties  who 
attacked  the  gates  drove  before  them  feveral  elephants,  who,  with 
large  plates  of  iron  fixed  to  their  foreheads,  were  intended  to  break 
them  down ;  but  the  elephants,  wounded  by  the  mulketry,  foon 
turned,  and  trampled  on  thofe  who  efcorted  them.  The  ditch  before 
the  breach  to  the  north-well  was  fordable  ;  and  as  many  as  the  breach 
would  admit,  mounted  it  with  a  mad  kind  of  intrepidity,  whilll  num¬ 
bers  came  and  fat  down  with  great  compofure  in  the  fauffe-braye 
under  the  tower  where  the  field  piece  was  planted,  and  waited  there 
to  relieve  thofe  who  were  employed  in  the  attack :  thefe  palled  the 
breach,  and  feme  of  them  even  got  over  the  firll  trench  before  the 
defenders  gave  fire  ;  it  fell  heavily,  and  every  fhot  did  execution  : 
and,' a  number  of  mulkets  were  loaded  in  readinefs,  which  thofe  be¬ 
hind  delivered  to  the  firll  rank  as  fall  as  they  could  difeharge  them. 
The  two  pieces  of  cannon  from  the  top  of  the  houle  fired  likewife  on 
the  affailants,  .who  in  a  few  minutes  abandoned  the  attack,  when 
another  body,  and  then  another  lu'cceeded,  who  were  driven  off  in 
the  fame  manner  :  in  the  mean  time  bombs,  with  Ihort  fufees,  which 
had  been  prepared  and  lodged  on  the  adjacent  rampart,  were  thrown 
into  the  fauffe-braye,  and  by  their  explofion  drove  the  croud,  who 
had  feated  themfelves  there,  back  again  over  the  ditch.  At^  the 
breach  to  the  fouth-well  the  enemy  brought  a  raft,  and  feventy  men 
embarked  on  it  to  crofs  the  ditch,  which  was  flanked  by  two  field 
pieces',  one  in  each  tower :  the  raft  had  almoll  gained  the  fauffe-braye, 
when  captain  Clive  obferving  that  the  gunners  fired  with  bad  aim, 
took  tire  management  of  one  of  the  field  pieces  himfelf,  and  in  three- 
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or  four  difeharges  flung  them  into  fuch  confufion  that  tliey  overfet  1751. 
the  rgft,  and  tumbled  into  the  ditch ;  where  fome  of  them  were 
drowned,  apd  the  reft,  intent  only  on  their  own  prefervation,  fwam 
back  and  left  the  raft  behind. 

■  In  thefe  different  attacks  the  enemy  continued  the  ftorm  for  an 
hour.  When  they  relinquifhed  all  their  attempts  of  annoyance  at  once, 
and  employed  themfelves  earneftly  in  carrying  off  their  dead.  Amongft 
thefe  was  the' commander  of  their  Sepoys,  who  fell  in  the  fauffe-braye 
of  the  northern  breach :  he  had  diftinguilhed  himfelf  with  great' 
bravery  in  the' attack,  and  was  fo  much  beloved  by  his  troops,  that 
one  of  them  croffed  the  ditch  'and  carried  of  his  body,  expofing  him- 
felf  during  the  attempt  to  the  lire  of  40  mulkets,  from  which  he  had 
-  the  good  •  fortune  to  efcape. '  It  feemed  as  if  the  enemy  expedted 
that  the  garrifon  would  permit  them  to  fulfil  this  duty  to  their  friends ; 
but'  finding  that  they  fuffered  feverely  in  attempting  it,  they  at  laft 
retreated  and  difappeared.  Their1  lols  during  the  ftorm  was  computed 
to  be. not  lefs  than  400  men  killed  and  wounded,  of  which  very  few  . 
were  Europeans,  for  moft  of  the  French  troops  were  obferved  drawn 
up  and  looking  on  at  a  diftance.  Of  the  defenders,  only  four  Euro¬ 
peans  Were  killed  and  two  Sepoys  wounded.  Many  of  the  garrifon 
being  dilabled  by  ficknefs  or  wounds,  the  number  which  repulfed  the 
ftorm  was  no  more  than  80  Europeans,  officers  included,  and  1 20 
Sepoys ;  and  thefe,  befides  ferving  five  pieces  of  cannon,  expended 
1 2,000  mulket  cartridges  during  the  attack. 

Two  hours  after  the  enemy  renewed  their  fire  upon  the  fort,  both 
with  their  cannon  and  with  mulketry  from  the  houfes  :  at  two  in  the 
afternoon  they  demanded  leave  to  bury  their  dead,  which  was  granted, 
and  a  truceallowed  until  four :  they  then  recommenced  and  continued 
their  fire  fmartly  till  two  hi  the  morning,  when  on  a  Hidden  it  ceafed 
totally ;  and  at  day-break,  intelligence  was  brought  that  the  whole 
arrgy  had  abandoned  the  town  with  precipitation.  On  receiving 
this  joyful  news,  the  garrifon  immediately  marched  into  the  enemy’s 
Quarters,  where  they  found  four  pieces  of  artillery,  four  mortars,  and 
a  large  quantity  of  ammunition,  which  they  brought  in  triumph  into 
the  fort..  During  the  time  that  the  garrifon  were  jfliut  up  in  the 
CC2  *  fort. 
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fort,  45  Europeans  and  30  Sepoys  were  killed,  and  a  greater  num¬ 
ber  of  both  wounded,  molt  of  whom  fuffered  by  the  enemy’s  mu&etsry 
from  the  houfes.  ,  .  * 

Thus  ended  this  liege,  maintained  5.0  days,  under  every  difadvan- 
tage  of  11  tuation  and  force,  by  a  handful  of  men  in  their  firfl:  cam¬ 
paign,  with  a  Ipirit  worthy  of  the  malt  veteran  troops ;  and  condu&ed 
by  their  young  commander  with  indefatigable  activity,  unlhaken  con- 
ftancy,  and  undaunted  courage  :  and  notivithftandiug  he  had  at  this- 
time  neither  read  books,  or  converfed  with  men  capable  of  giving 
him  much  iuftru&ion  in  the  military  art ;  all  the  relburces  which  he 
employed  in  the  defence  of  Arcot,  were  fuch  as  are  dictated  by  the 
bell  mailers  in  the  fcience  of  war. 

In  the  evening  the  detachment  with  captain  Killpatrick  entered 
the  town,  which  the  army  of  Raja-faheb  no  fooner  quitted  than  all 
the  troops,  lent  to  his  affiltance  by  different  chiefs,  returned  to  their 
homes,  and  there  remained  with  him  only  thole  which  had  been  de¬ 
tached  by  his  father  from  Tritchinopoly--  With  thefe  and  the  French 
he  retired  to  Velore,  and. pitching  his  camp  ciofe  to  the  eallern  fide 
of  the  town,  fortified  it  with  llrong  entrenchments.  Captain  Clive 
leaving  captain  Killpatrick  with  a  garrifon  in  the  fort,  took  the  field 
on  the  1 9  th  of  November,  with  200  Europeans,  700  Sepoys,  and  three 
field  pieces,  and  marched  to  Timery,  which  the  governor  now  fur- 
rendered  on  the  firlt  fummons  :  a  fmall  garrifon  was  left  in  this  place,' 
and  the  army  returned  and  encamped  near  the  weftern  fide  of  the 
city,  waiting  to  be  joined  by  the 'Morattoes.  Of  thefe  5000  horfe,, 
with  Morari-row  at  their  head,  had  proceeded  to  the  Ibuthward,  and 
1000  under  the  command  of  Bafin-row,  a  nephew  of  Morari-row, 
remained  to  affifi:  captain  Clive;  but,  inllead  of  joining  him  immedi¬ 
ately,  they  employed  themfelves  Ibme  days  in  plundering  the  country. 
As  they  lay  encamped  with  great  negligence  within  a  Ihort  march  of 
Velore,  the  French  troops-with  Raja-laheb  attacked  them  with  luc- 
cefs  in  the  night,  killed  40  or  50  of  their  horfes,  and  plundered  their 
camp.  After  this  defeat  they  came  to  the  Englilh  camp,  and  in- 
treated  captain  Clive  to  march  to  the  place  where  they  bad  fuffered, 
in  hopes  of  recovering  their  lols.  Their  requeft  was  complied  with 
to  keep*  them  in  temper ;  but  nothing  was  recovered,  for  the  enemy 
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had  carried  off  and  fecured  the  booty.  At  this  time  intelligence  was 
received  that  a  party  of  Europeans  from  Pondicherry  were  approach¬ 
ing  towards  Ami,  a  ftrong  fort  fituated  about  zo  miles  to  the  fouth 
of  Arcot ;  on  which  captain  Clive  requefted  Bafin-row  to  accompany 
him  with  his  troops  to  intercept  them  before  they  Ihould  join.  Raja-  ■ 
faheb.  The  Morattoe  feeing  no  probability  of  acquiring  plunder,  re- 
fufed  his  affi  dance,  and  the  Englilh  marched  without  him  ;  but 
hearing  that  the  French  party  had  retreated  to  Cbittapet,  returned 
to  their  ftatioo  near  Arcot.  Two  or  three  days  after,  Raja-faheb 
quitted  his  encampment  near  Velore,  and  in  the  night  made  a  forced 
march  to  Ami,  where  he  was  joined  by  the  party  from  Chittapet. 
The  Morattoes  ftill  continued  unwilling  to  accompany  the  Englifh  iri 
queft  of  the  enemy :  but,  hearing  from  their  fpies  that  the  enemy’s  re- 
-  inforcement  had  brought  a  large  fum  of  money  for  Raja-faheb,  Bafin- 
row  now  expreffed  as  much  eagernefs  to  march  againft  him  as  he  had 
hitherto  flievvn  reluctance.  The  troops  immediately  moved ;  but 
the  Morattoe  was  not  able  to  affemble  more  than  600  of  his  horfemen-, 
the  reft  being  employed  in  t-heir  ufual'excurfions.'  The  next  after¬ 
noon,  by  a  forced  march  of  20  miles, .  the  army  came  in  fight  of  the 
enemy,  juft  as  they  were  preparing  to  crofs  the  river-  which  runs  to 
the  north  of  Ami.  The  enemy,  encouraged  by  the  fuperiority  of 
their  force,  which  confifted  of  300  Europeans,  2060  horfe,  and  2500 
Sepoys,  with  four  field  pieces,  immediately  formed,  and  returned  to 
meet  them.  Captain  Clive  halted  to  receive  them  in  an  advantageous 
poft : .  the  Morattoes  were  ftationed  in  a  grove  of  palm  trees  to  the 
left ;  the  Sepoys  in  a  village  to  the  right ;  and  the  Europeans,  with 
the  field  pieces,  in  the  center,  in  an  open  ground,  which  extended 
about  three  hundred  yards  between  the  grove  and  the  village ;  in  the 
front  were  rice  fields,  which  at  this  time  of  the  vear  were  very 
fwampy,  and  the  approach  of  the  enemy’s  cannon  would  have  been 
impracticable,  had  there  not  been  a  cauleway  leading  to  the  village 
on  the  right.  The  French  troops,  with  about  1500  Sepoys,  and 
their  artillery,. marched  along  the  cauleway  ;  and  the  horfe,  amongft 
which  the  reft  of  the  Sepoys  were  interfperfed,  moved  in  a  feparate 
body  to  the  left,  and  attacked  the  Morattoes  in  the  grove  fome  time 
before  the  other  wing  was  engaged  any  other  way  than  by  cannonading 
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at  a  cl i (lance.  1  he  Morattoes  fought  in  a  manner  peculiar  to  them- 
felves  :  their  cavalry  were  armed  with  fabres,  and  every  horfman 
'vas  clofely  accompanied  by  a  man  on  foot,  armed  with  a  fword  and  a’ 
large  club  ;  and  fome  inftead  of  a  club  carried  a  fhort  ftrong  fpcar :  if 
a  horfe  was  killed  and  the  rider  remained  unhurt,  he  irtimediately 
began  to  act  on  foot ;  and  if  the  rider  fell,  and  the  horfe  efcaped,  he 
was  immediately  mounted,  and  preffed  on  again  to  the  charge  by  the 
firft  foot-man  who  could  feizs  lorn.  Notwithftanding  the  difference 
of  numbers,  and  the  advantage  of  the  enemy’s  difpofition,  they  be¬ 
haved  with  great  {pint,  and  made  five  fucceffive  charges,  in  every  one 
of  which  they  were  repulfed  by  the  fire  of  the  enemy’s  Sepoys.  In 
tire  mean  time  the  other  wing  advanced  towards  the  village;  but 
their  line  of  march  along  the  caufeway  was  fo  much  galled  and  en¬ 
filaded  by  the  Englifh  field  pieces,  that  all  but  the  artillerv-men  with 
the  cannon,  and  two  or  three  platoons  to  fupport  them,  quitted  the 
caufeway,  and  formed  in  the  rice  fields  an  extenfive  front,  which 
reached  almoft  to  the  grove,  where  their  cavalry  were  engaged,  who 
imagined  that  this  motion  was  made  to  reinforce  them.  Upon  this 
change  in  their  difpofition,  two  field  pieces  were  fent  toffupport  the 
Morattoes  ;  and  the  Sepoys,  with  two  platoons  of  Europeans,  were 
ordered  to  felly  from  the  village  and  attack  the  enemy’s  artillery.  This 
unexpected  motion  terrified  thofe  who  remained  to  defend  the  cannon 
fo  much,  that  they  immediately  began  to  draw  them  off  and  retreat. 
Their  example  was  followed  by  the  Sepoys  in  the  rice  fields,  and  the 
retreat  of  thefe  immediately  difpirited  the  horfe  and  foot  fighting  at 
the  grove,  who  had  fuffered  from  the  two  field  pieces  fent  thither ;  and 
this  whole  wing  gave  way  and  retreated  likewife,  purfued  by  the  Mo¬ 
rattoes.  Capt.  Clive,  with  his  infantry  and  field  pieces,  advanced 
along  the  caufeway  in  purfuit  of  the  enemy,  who  made  a  ftand  at 
three  different  choultries  in  their  rout,  but  were  beaten  out  of  each 
of  them  ;  when  night  coming  on,  the  purfuit  ceafed.  Abouf  50  of 
the  French,  and  1 50  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  and  Sepoys,  were  either 
killed  or  wounded  in  the  adiion.  The  Englifh  loft  no  European, 
and  only  eight  Sepoys ;  but  of  the  Morattoes  about  fifty  were  either 
killed  or  difabled. 

The  enemy  continuing  their  retreat,  crofted  the  river,  and  entered 
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the  town  of  Ami :  which  at  midnight  they  quitted  in  great  diforder,  1 751. 
intending  to  make  the  be  ft  of  their  way  to  Gingee ;  and  the  next  '*~*~** 
adorning  the  Engliflv  entered  the  town,  in  which  they  found  many 
tents,  and  a  large  ,  quantity  of  baggage.  The  Morattoes  fet  out •  in 
purfuit  of  the  enemy,  and-,  before  night,  returned  with  400  horfes, 
s  and  Raja-faheb’s  military  cheft,  in  which  they  found  100,000  rupees. 

A  great  number  of  the  enemy’s  Sepoys  came  and  offered  their  fer- 
vice  to  captain  Clive,  who  .enlifted  as  many  as  brought  good  arms; 
of  whom  the  number  amounted  to  600.  Receiving  intelligence  from 
them  that  Raja-faheb  had  depofited  fome  valuable  effefts  in  the  fort  of 
Arni,  he  fummoned  the  governor  to  deliver  them  up,  together  with 
his  fort ;  who,  after  fome  altercations,  lent  out  an  elephant  and  15 
L  horfes,  with  a  great  quantity  of  baggage,  and  agreed  to  take  the  oath 
|j  of’ fealty  to  Mahomed-ally,  but  refufed  to  lurrender  his  fort;  which  ' 

-i  the  army,  having  no  battering  cannon,  was  not  in  a  condition  to  • 

The  French,  during  the  liege  of  Arcot,  had  again  taken  poffeffion 
of  the  great  pagoda  of  Conjeveram,  and  placed  in  it  a  garrifcn  of 
.  30  Europeans  and- 300  Sepoys,  who  from  hence  interrupted  the  com-  - 
imbrication  between.  Arcot  and  Madrafs,  and  had  furprized  a  party 
of  difabled  men,  returning,  from  the  fiege.  Amongft  thefe  were  the  - 
officers  Revel  and  Glafs,  to  whom  the  French  gave  quarter,  after  they 
had  murdered  five  or  fix  Europeans  as  they  lay  in  their  litters  without 
arms,  and  incapable  of  making  refiftance.  Captain  Clive  determined 
to  avail  himlelf  of  the  dilperfion  of  Raja-faheb’s  forces  to  reduce  Con¬ 
jeveram;  and  two  or  three  days  afterlris  victory,  marchedthither  at  the 
head  of  his  own  force:  for  Bafin-row,  in  obedience  to  orders  which  he 
had  received  from  his  uncle,  proceeded  with  the  Morattoes  from  Arni 
to  Tritchi nopoly.  -  The  French  officer  at  Qonjevcram  was  fummoned 
to  fiar render ;  and  none  of  the  garrifon  underftanding  the  English 
language,  he  ordered  his  jjrilbners, '  Revel  and  Glafs,  : to  write  a 
letter,  'and  acquaint  captain  Clive,  that  he  intended  to  expole  them 
on  the  walls,  if  the  pagoda  was  attacked.  <  They  wrote  this,  but 
'added,  that  they  hoped  no  regard  to  their  life  tv  would  induce  him 
to  difeontinue  his  operations  again  ft  the  place.  The  army  waited  fome 
days  for  two  18.  pounders,  which  were  coming  from  Madrals  j  and 
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as  foon  as  they  arrived  began  to  batter  in  breach  at  the  diftaace  of 
200  yards  :  the  enemy  had  no  cannon,  but  fired  very  fmartly  with  their 
mu  Ike  try,  which  killed  feveral  men  at  the  battery,  and  lieutenane 
Bulkley,  reconnoitering  the  pagoda  over  a  garden-wall  in  company 
with  captain  Clive,  was  Ihot  through  the  head  clofe  by  his  fide.  The 
wall  refilled  three  days  before  it  began  to  give  way,  when  the  gar- 
lifon,  confcious  of  their  demerits,  and  dreading-tfae  jtjri  relentment 
of  the  Englilh,  abandoned  the  pagoda  in  the  night,  but  left  behind 
the  two  prifoners.  After  ruining  the  defences  of  Conjeveram,  pap- 
tain  Clive  fent  200  Europeans  and  500  Sepoys  to  Arcot,  an<f  returned 
in  the  middle  of  December  with  the  reft  to  Madrafs ;  from  whence 
he  went  to  Fort  St.  David,  to  give  an  account  of  his  campaign  to 
the  prefidency. 

During  thefe  fucceffes  in  the  province  of  Arcot,  Chunda-lahcb 
beleaguered  Tritchinopoly.  The  French  battalion  fixed  their  quar¬ 
ters  at  a  village  called  Chuckly-pollam,  on  the  fouthern  bank  of  the 
Caveri,.  about  two  miles  and  a  half  from  the  eaft  fide  of  the  town. 
The  troops  of  Chunda-faheb,  for  the  convenience  of  water,  encamped 
likewile  along  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  to  the  eaft  ward  of  Chuckly- 
■pollamfwhich  poll  fecuredone  of  the  flanks  of  their  camp,  and  at  the 
other  extremity  of  it,  three  miles  diftant,  they  raifed  a  redoubt,  on  which 
they  mounted  two  pieces  of  cannon.  The  French,  on  whom  the  ope¬ 
rations  of  the  liege  principally  depended,  fent  to  their  lettlement  of  Ka- 
rical  for  a  train  of  battering  artillery ;  and  in  the  beginning  of  September 
they  raifed  their  principal  battery  a  little  to  the  fouth  of  the  north-eaft 
angle  of  the  town,  and  at  the  diftance  of  1200  yards  from  the  walls. 
To  fave  the  fatigue  of  carrying  on  trenches  between  this  poll  and  the 
camp,  they  afterwards  made  the  battery  a  regular  redoubt,  by  inclofing 
it  on  both  flanks  and  in.  the  rear  with  a  parapet  and  a  deep  ditch ;  here 
they  mounted  three  8  pou  nders,  and  three  mortars,  which  were  defended 
by  a  conftant  guard  of  100  Europeans  and  400  Sepoys.  They  likewile  " 
mounted  two  1 8  pounders  on  a  rock,  which  has  ever  fince  obtained 
the  name  of  the  French  rock,  and  is  fituated  about  2000  yards  diredlly 
eaft  from  the  fouth-eaft  angle  of  the  town;  theyalfo  raifed  a  battery  of 
two  guns  on  the  ifland  of  Seringham, .  from  which  they  fired  acrofs 
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the  Caveri  at  the  northern  gate  of  the  city,  to  interrupt  the  com¬ 
munication  of  the  inhabitants  with  the  river  ;  thefe  guns,  as  well  as 
thofe  on  the  French  rock,  were  at  too  great  a  diftance  to  make  any 
impreffion  on  the  walls.  By  thefe  works  alone  they  hoped  to  reduce 
the  city  ;  the  infufficiency  of  them  foon  raifed  in  the  Englifh  battalion 
a  contempt  of  their  courage  and.  military  abilities,  and  it  was  how 
that  they  began  to  be  athamed  of  having  retreated  before  fuch  an 
enemy  ;  and  judging,  as  ufual,  from  events,  to  blame  their  commander 
for  an  excefs  of  caution  in  his  retreat,  of  which  their  own  panicks  had 
been  the  principal  caufe  :  for  captain  Gingen  was  undoubtedly  a 
man  of  courage,  and  had  feen  much  fervice  in  Europe  ;  but  having 
had  no  experience  againft  an  Indian  army,  fell  into  the  error  of 
imagining  that  the  cavalry  of  Chunda-faheb  would  a£l  with  all  the 
'  vigour  of  which,  their  number  and  appearance  feemed  capable.  His 
prudence,  if  improper  before,  became  abfolutely  neceffary  now,  as 
the  French  had  taken  poffeflion  of  polls  in  which  they  could  do  no 
harm  to  the  town,  but  from  which  they  could  not  be  driven  without 
great  lofs :  he  therefore  determined  to  preferve  his-  men,  whilfr  the 
enemy  fatigued  their  troops  and  exhaufted.  their  ammunition  to  no 
purpofe  :  and  in  this  intention  he  kept  the  greateft  part  of  the  bat¬ 
talion  and  Sepoys  encamped  clofe  to  the  weftern  fide  of  the  town, 
where  they  were  out  of  the  reach  of  annoyance. 

To  fave  that  part  of  the  wall  againft  which  the  enemy’s  principal 
battery  fired,  a  glacis  was  raifed  to  fuch  a  height  as  left  nothing  but 
the  parapet  expofed ;  and  the  grenadiers,  commanded  by  captain 
Dalton,  were  polled  behind  this  glacis  :  an  entrenchment  was  flung 
up  between  the  French  rock  and  the  fouth-eaft  angle  of  the  town,  in 
which  the  company  of  Coftrees  were  polled,  to  protedl  from  furprizes  • 
the  Nabob’s  cavalry  encamped  to  the  fouth ;  and  to  oppofe  the  enemy’s 
battery  in  the  Hland,  two  guns  were  mounted  clofe  to  the  foutbern 
bank  of  the  river. 

To  infilade  thefe,  the  French  mounted  two  guns  on  the  fame  fide 
of  the  river  ;  but  were  one  night ,  driven  from  this  poll  by  captain 
Dalton  :  they,  a  few  days  after,  furprized  the  Englifh  entrenchment 
oppofite  to  the  French  rock,  and  carried  off  the  captain  and  nine 
D  d  Coftrees ; 
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Coffrees  ;  and  thefe  two  were  the  only  entcrprizes  made  on  eittief  fide 
during  the  month  of  O (Sober.  The  enemy’s  batteries  fired  indeed, 
conftantly  and  fmartly  every  day,  and  damaged  fome  houfes,  but 
made  no  impreffion  on  the  defences  of  the  town  :  they  fupplied  the 
defenders  with  a  great  number  of  cannon-balls,  all  of  which  had  the 
Englifli  mark,  being  the  fame  that  the  fhips  had  fired  againft  Pon¬ 
dicherry,  With  as  little  effedt  as  they  were  now  thrown  away  againft 
Tritchinopoly. 

But  although  little  was  to  be  feared  from  the  efforts  of  an  endmy 
who  feemed  ignorant  of  the  firft.  principles  of  a  regular  attack,  yet 
every  thing  was  to  be  apprehended  from  the  poverty  to  which  the 
Nabob  was  reduced.  His  troops  threatened  to  defert :  the  expences 
of  the  Englifli  battalion,  which  ufed  to  be  furnifhed  from  his  treafury, 
began  to  be  defrayed  by  that  of  Fort  St.  David,  and  he  had  no  reafon 
to  believe  that  they  would  continue  to  fupport  him  any  longer  than 
there  was  a  probability  of  extricating  him  out  of  his  diftreffes ;  and 
thefe  he  forefaw  would  increafe  every  day,  unlefs  he  Could  obtain  an 
army  equal  to  that  of  Chunda-faheb,  whofe  iiiperiority  had  hitherto 
deterred  the  Englifli  troops  from  making  any  vigorous  efforts. 

The  only  prince  in  the  peninfula  from  whofe  fituation,  power,  and 
inclination,  the  Nabob  could  expedt  the  afliflance  which  he  flood  lo 
much  in  need  of,  was  the  king  of  Myfore.  The  territory  of  this  In¬ 
dian  prince  is  bounded  to  the  eaft  by  the  fbuthern  part  of  the  Carnatic, 
and  the  kingdom  of  Tritchinopoly ;  and  to  the  weft  it  extends,  in 
ibms  parts,  within  30  miles  of  the  fea-coaft  of  Malabar.  His  annual 
revenue  is  computed  at  20  millions  of  rupees  ;  and  the  whole  nation 
bore  a  mortal  hatred  to  Chunda-faheb,  who  during  the  time  that  he 
governed  Tritchinopoly,  formed  a  defign  of  conquering  the  country, 
and  befieged  for  feveral  months  Caroor,  the  ftrongeft  of  their  frontier 
towns  to  the  eaftward.  The  king  of  Myfore  being  an  infant,  the  go-  • 
vernment  was  adminiftered  by  his  uncle,  who  afted  with  unlimited 
power  :  to  this  regent,  called  in  the  country,  the  T)  alaway  of  Myfore, 
Mahonied-ailv  applied  for  afliftance  ;  and  finding  that  the  dread  of 
Chunda-faheb’s  fuccefies  was  not  alone  a  fufficient  motive  to  induce 
him  to  take  up  arms,  he  agreed  to  all  the  terms  which  the  Myfbrean 
demanded,  and  thefe  were  very  exorbitant.  The  Nabob  ratified  the 
X  .  treaty 
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treaty  by  his  oath,  and  the  Dalaway  determined  to  affift  him  with 
efficacy.  In  confequence  of  this  negociation,  a  party  of  feventy 
'  horfemen  arrived  at  Tritchinopoly  in  the  beginning  of  O (Sober  from 
Seringapatnam,  the  capital  of  Myfore.  They  brought  five  hundred, 
thou  fend  rupees  :  great  refpeft  was  (hewn  to  their  officer  ;  and  the 
day  after  his  arrival  a  (kirmilh  happened,  which,  although  inconfider- 
ab!e,  gave  him  a  favourable  opinion  of  the  Nabob’s  European  allies. 
A  platoon,  with  two  or  three  companies  of  Sepoys,  were  feat  to  cut 
down  wood  at  a  grove  fituated  about  a  mile-and  a  half  fouth-eaft  from 
the  city.  The  enemy  having  intelligence  of  this  detachment,  fent 
a  large  body  of  cavalry  to  cut  off  their  retreat;  their  march  bein°- 
difcovered  from  the  rock  in  the  city,  the  grenadiers,  'with  fome  .Se¬ 
poys,  and  one  field  piece,  were  fent  to  fupport  the  firll:  party,  and  the 
Iroop  of  Myforeans  accompanied  them.  Captain  Dalton  meeting 
the  wood-carts  loaded,  ordered  them  to  proceed  to  the  town  by'  a  dif- 
tant  road,  and  forming  the  two  parties  into  one  column,  with  the 
field  piece  in  front,  marched  towards  the  enemy,  inftead  of  returning 
diredlly  to  the  city.  He  firft  met  the  French  dragoons,  who  halted 
on  a  finall  eminence  to  reconnoitre,  and  waited  there  until  they  re¬ 
ceived  the  fire  ofi.a  platoon,  on  which  they  retreated  to  bring  up  the 
body  of  Chunda-faheb’s  cavalry',  who  remained  at  fome  diftance  in 
the  rear.  Thefe  came  up  fome  time  after  at  full  fpeed,  flourifhing 
their  fwords,  and  made  a  halt  within  point  blank  (hot,  to  draw  the 
fire  of  the  Englilh  troops  before  they  charged  ;  but  captain  Dalton 
ordered  his  men  to  preferve  itj  .and  wait  with  fixed  bayonets  in  clofe 
order.  The  field  piece  alone  was  fired,  and  the  firft  ffiot  .difmolinted 
three  Moors,  and  a  few  more  dilcharges  put  the  whole  body  to  Sight. 

1  hey  left  22  horfes  killed  on  the  plain,  and  the  Myforeans  took  five 
prifoners,  together  with  their  horfes  ;  which  at  their  return,  a  few 
days  after,  they  carried  in  a  kind  of  triumph  to  their  own  country. 

The  French  continued  to  bombard  the  town  without  anv  change 
in  their  pofition ;  and  in  the  latter  end  of  November  the  king  of  My- 
fore’s  army  began  to  a  (Terrible  at  Caroor,  fituated  about  50  miles  from  ■ 
Tritchinopoly,  and  5-iniles  to  the  fouth  of  the  Cavcri;  he  likewife 
took  iuto  his  pay  6000  Morattoes,  under  the  command  of  Morari-iww, 
often  mentioned  in  this  hiftory  :  1000  of  them  were  lent  toffecoiul 
D  d  2  the 
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the  efforts  of  captain  Clive  in  the  Arcot  province  ;  and  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  December,  500  under  the  command  of  Innis-Khan,  a  brave 
and  aftive  officer,  cameto  Tritchinopoly.  The  day  after  their  arrival, 
they  went  boldly  to  reconnoitre  the  plain,  where  none  of  the  Nabob's 
riifpirited  cavalry  had  ever  ventured  to  (hew  themfelves,  and  finding  a 
final  I  detached  camp  of  about  20ohorfe,  which  had  lain  four  months 
unmolefted  near  the  French  rock,  they  rode  into  it  fword  in  hand, 
and  brought  off  every  thing  they  found- with  the  greateft  compofure,, 
(hewing  no  fear  at  the  (warms  of  Chunda-faheb’s  cavalry,  who 
mounted  and  marched  towards  them  from  their  principal  camp. 

After  this  exploit,  the  Morattoes-  went  out  feveral  days  foe- 
eeflively  to  reconnoitre  ;  and  Innis-Khan  having  obferved- that  the 
French  dragoons  were  much  mort  alert  than  any  of  Chunda-faheb’j 
cavalry,  mounting  and  advancing  on  every  alarm,  he  formed  the 
defign  of  drawing  them  into  an  ambufeade  ;  and  having  communi¬ 
cated  his  plan  to  captain  Gingen,  a  party  of  Europeans,  with  two 
field  pieces,  were  detached  before  day,  who  entering  a  large  and 
deep  water-courfe,  which  runs  acrofs  the  plain  to  the  fouth  of  the 
city,  concealed  themfelves  in  it,  within  400  yards  of  the  French 
rock,  and  at  the  fame  time  Innis-Khan,  with  300  horfemen,  marched 
out-  from  his  encampment  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  town.  The  fur- 
face  of  the  plain  round  Tritchinopoly  is  very  uneven,  and  full  of 
hollow  ways.  The  Morattoe  taking  a  large  circuit,  placed  his  men 
in  a  hollow,  where,  when  difmounted,  they  could  not  be  perceived, 
either  from  the  French  rock  or  that  in  the  city.  Every  thing  re- 
mairied  quiet  in  both  camps  until  noon,  when  40  Morattoes,  mounted 
on  the  beft  horfes,  fet  out  from  the  camp,  and  keeping  out  of  cannotv- 
Ihot  of  the  French  rock,  proceeded  to  the  eaftward  of  it,  and  then 
galloped  fword  in  hand  directly  to  the  enemy’s  camp,  where  they 
made  no  fmall  hurry  and  confufion,  either  cutting  down  or  driving  all 
the  foragers  they  met,  quite  up  to  the  tents.  This  provoking  the 
French,  60  dragoons  fallied,  and  were  followed  flowly  by  400  of 
Chunda-faheb’s  cavalry.  The  Morattoes  retreated  kifurely  before 
them,  halting  as  they  halted,  but  always  keeping  at  the  diftance  of 
mu(ket-(hot  from  them  :  and  in  this  manner  they  led  the  enemy  as  far 
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as  the  French  rock,  when  Mr.  Pilchard,  a  brave  officer,  exafperated  1751. 
at  the  repeated  defiances  of  fuch  a  handful  of  men,  formed  his  troop,  ' — 
and  leaving  the  Mooriffi  cavalry,  fet  out  in.purfuit  of  them  at  full 
ipeed.  They  now  flew'  before  the  dragoons,  until  they  had  led  them 
infcnfibly  ant  of  the  reach  of  the  French  artillery  on  the  rock,  and 
ybeyond  their  own  party  in  ambufcade ;  when  thefe  mounting  in  an 
'  inftant,  Tallied  from  the  hollow'  w'ay,  and  charged  the  dragoons  im- 
petuoufly  in  the  rear,  whilft  the  flying  party  wheeling,  attacked  them 
w'ith  equal  fury  in  front.  The  aftion  was  over  in  an  inftant ;  -  the 
French  had  only  time  to  difcharge  a  few  piftols,  and  were  all  cut  to 
pieces,  excepting  10,  who  had  not  been  able  to  keep  up  with  the  reft. 

The  detachment  of  Chunda-faheb’s  cavalry,  either  from  cowardice,  or 
fufpicion  of  the  ftratagem,  never  ftirred  from  the  rcclc ;  but  the  officer 
who  commanded  in  that  poll  detached  100  men  to  fticcoirr  his  un¬ 
fortunate  friends.  Lieutenant  Trufler,  ported  in  the  entrenchment 
oppofite  the  rock,  feeing  them  march,  and  not  knowing  the  fuccels 
of  the  Morattoes,  immediately  advanced  wdth  the  company  of  Coffrees 
to  oblige  the  party  to  return,  who  finding  all  loft  on  the  plain, 
haftened  back  and  faved  the  rock,  which  Trufler  w?as  on  the  point  of 
carrying.  The  fuccefs  of  this  ambufcade  dilpirited  the  enemy  fo 
much,  that  they  fuffered  their  dead  to  lay  on  the  plain  without  ven¬ 
turing  out  to  bury  them  ;  and  when,  two  days  after,  the  Engliffi 
went  to  perform  this  charitable  office,  they  found  the  bodies  devoured 
by  the  jackals. 

The  Morattoes,.- on  the  other  hand,  were  fo  much  elevated,  and 
conceived'  io  defpicable  an  opinion  of' -the  enemy,  that  they  preffed  . 
their  allies  to  march  out  and  offer  them  battle  :  promifing,  that  if  the 
Engliffi  battalion-  would  engage  the  French,  they  would  prevent  it 
from  being  incommoded  by  Chunda-faheb’s  cavalry,  although  thefe 
were  12,000,  and  they  themfelves  only  500.  The  reafonable  ob- 
jedHqns  made  to  this  hardy  propofal  fatisfied  them,  until  the  arrival 
of  Bafin-row  with  his  body  of  1000  men  from  the  Arcot  country, 
when  thinking  that  this  reinforcement  rendered  them  a  full  match 
for  the  enemy,  they  afpired  at  the  glory  of  finifhing  the  war  them¬ 
felves,  and  became  more  and  more  follicitous  for  a  general  engage-  - 
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j  5 1 .  ment,  in  which  they  promifed  to  charge  the  French  battalion  on  both 
flanks ;  finding  that  the  Englifh  ftill  declined  to  put  any  thing  to 
rifque  until  the  arrival  of  the  Myfore  army,  and  of  a  reinforcement 
expected  from  Fort  St.  David,  they  did  not  fcruple  to  tell  them,  that 
they  were  not  the  fame  kind  of  men  as  thofe  they  had  feen  fighting 
fo  gallantly  at  Arcot. 

In  the  mean  time  the  army  of  Myfore,  with  4000  Morattoes  under 
Morari-row,  had  affembled  on  the  frontier  of  Caroor;  and  the  regent, 
after  many  delays,,  at  laid  yielded  to  the  preffing  follicitations  of  the 
Nabob,  and  prepared  to  march  to  Tritchinopoly ;  when  the  enemy 
having  intelligence  of  his  intention,  ventured  to  detach  a  ftrong  party 
of  Europeans,  cavalry  and  Sepoys,  to  the  village  of  Kifinavaram, 
fituated  30  miles  to  the  weft  of  thJ city  in  the  high  road  to  Myfore; 
they  found  the  place,  although  fortified,  without  a  garrifon ;  and  as 
foon  as  they  were  in  poffeffion  of  it,  began  to  improve  the  defences, 
fpreadmg  a  report,  that  if  the  Myforeans  offered  to  move,  they  would 
attack  them,  and  afterwards  pillage  their  country.  This  flopped  the 
regent’s  march,  and  he  wrote  to  the  Nabob  defiring  that  a  ftrong  party 
of  Europeans  might  be  fent  to  his  afliftance  without  delay,  as  he  was 
utterly  ignorant  of  the  manner  in  which  he  ought  to  condudt  himfelf 
againft  white  men  who  fought  with  mufketry  and  cannon. 

Lieutenant  Trader  was  detached  on  this  fervicewith  40  Europeans 
and  100  Sepoys  ;  but  it  foon  appearing  that  this  force  was  infufficient, 
captain  Cope  proceeded  with  100  more  Europeans  and  twofmall  field 
pieces.  Fie  was  inftru&ed  to  diflodge  the  enemy  at  all  events,  and 
found  them  polled  in  a  much  ftronger  fituation  than  he  expedted. 
.The  village  was  inclofed  by  a  mud  wall,  flanked  by  round  towers, 
and  in  the  center  of  it  was  a  fort ;  the  northern  fide  was  dole  to  the 
bank  of  the  Caveri,  and  the  other  fides  were  furrounded  by. a  deep 
morafs,  paffable  only  in  one  part  to  the  weftward  ;  to  defend  which, 
the  French  had  flung  up  on  an  eminence  an  entrenchment  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  gun-fhot  from  the  village.  Captain  Cope  encamped  to  the 
weft  of  this  eminence,  which  he  intended  to  attack  before  day-break, 
but  by  fome.  miftake  the  troops  were  not  ready  before  the  fim  was 
rifen,  by  which  time  the  enemy  had  reinforced  the  poft,  and  hfld  lined 
<  foveral 
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feveral  banks  and  water-conrfes  leading  to  itivith  Sepoys :  he  never-'  1751. 

4 thelefs  perfifted  in  his  intention;  but  the  forlorn-hope  coming  to  a  ‘ 
bank  which  Iheltered  them  From  the  enemy’s  fire,  could  not  be  pre¬ 
vailed  on  to  advance  beyond  it,  and  this  example  was  followed  by  the 
reft.-  Lieutenant  Felix  received  a  Ihot  through  the  body,  as  he  ftood- 
encouraging  them  on  the  top  of  the  bank ;  and  foon  after,  captain 
Cope,  returning  with  a  platoon  from  the  referve,  was  mortally 
wounded :  on  which  difafters  the  whole  party  retreated  to  their  camp 
in  diforder. 

Captain  Dalton  was  fent  from  Trilchinopoly  to  take  the  command,  1 752, . 
and  found  the  detachment  joined  by  the  van  of  the  Myfore  army ;  and 
two  days  after  the  regent  himfelf  came  up  with  the  reft;  the  whole  con- 
Ijfted  of  12,000  horfe  and  8,000  mot,  including  the  Morattces.  He 
immediately  defired  a  conference  with  captain  Dalton,  whom  he  re¬ 
ceived  with  great  politenefs,  admiring,  not  without  aftonifhment,  the 
martial  appearance  and  regularity  of  the  Englifh  troops ;  and  forming 
naturally'  the  fame  high  opinion  of  the  French,  he  declared,  that  lie'  o 
fhould  neither  expofe  his  men,  nor  lofe  time,  in  attacking  them,  but 
proceed  at  midnight  with  half  the  army  direftly  to  Tritchinopoly  by 
another  road  atfome  diftance  on  the  plain,  leaving  the  reft  with  cap¬ 
tain  Dalton,  whom  he  requefted  to  divert  the  enemy’s  attention  by  a 
falfe  attack  until  he  was  out  of  the  reach  of  danger :  and,  not  content 
with  thefe  precautions,  he  defired  that  fome  Europeans  might  accom¬ 
pany  him  as  a  fafeguard  to  his  perfon.  Thefe  difpofitions  anfwering 
the  purpofe  for  which  the  detachment  was  fent,  captain  Dalton  en¬ 
couraged  him  in  his  refblution,  and  at  midnight  began  to  fkirmifh 
againft  the  enemy’s  pofts,  which  he  kept  alarmed  until  morning,  by' 
which  time  the  rear  of  the  regent’s  divifion  was  out  of  fight.  Tbis.fer- 
vice  proved  to  be  much  more  neceffary  than  it  firft  appeared  to  be ;  for 
fuch  was  the  military  ignorance  of  the  Myforeans,  that  they  were  dif- 
coverf  d  in  the  night  palling  over  the  plain  with  ten  thoufimd  lights,  as 
if  they  had  been  marching  in  the  proceffion  of  an  Indian  wedding. 

The  next  day  the  reft  of  their  army  proceeded,  defiring  captain  Dalton 
to  remain  before  the  village  until  they  were  out  of  fight,  and  promified 
to  halt  and  wait  for  him  ;  but  they  were  no  fooner  out  of  danger  than 
they  hurried  away  to  join  the  regent.  Some  hours  after,  the  Englifh  de¬ 
tachment 
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tachmeut  decamped,  and  palling  by  Kiftnavaram  without 

from  thegarrifon,  returned  toTritchinopoly,  where  they  arrived  on  the 

6th  of  February,  andthe.French  foon  after  recalled  their  detachment. 

The  junction  of  the  Myforeans  determined  the  king  of  Tanjore 
to  declare  for  the  Nabob ;  and  foon  after  their  arrival  he  fent  to 
Tritchinopoly  3000  horfe  and  2000  foot  under  the  command  of  his 
general  Monack-jee.  The  Polygar  Tondiman,  whofe  country  lies 
between  Tanjore  and  Madura,  likewife  fent  400  horfe  and  3000 
Colleries :  thefe  are  a  people,  who,  under  feveral  petty  chiefs,  inhabit 
the  woods  between  Tritchinopoly  and  Cape  Comorin ;  their  name  in 
their  own  language  .fignifies  Thieves,  and  jurtly  deferibes  their  ge¬ 
neral  character,  which  however  has  differences  in  different  parts  of 
the  country,  Thofe  to  the  north  ojPTVfadura  are  almoft  favage  :  their 
weapon  is  a  pike  1 8  feet  long,  with  which  they  creep  along  the 
ground,  and  ufe  it  with  great  addrefs  in  ambufeades  ;  but  the  prin¬ 
cipal  fervice  they  render  to  an  army  is,  by  ftealing  or  killing  the 
horfes  of  the  enemy’s  camp.  Thus  the  force  of  Mahomed-ally  be¬ 
came  on  a  fudden  fuperior  to  that  of  Chunda-faheb  ;  for  the  troops 
of  his  allies  joined  to  his  own,  formed  a  body  of  20,000  cavalry, 
60,00  of  which  were  Morattoes,  and  of  20,000  infantry.  The  army 
of  Chunda-faheb  had  likewife  fince  their  arrival  before  Tritchinopoly, 
been  augmented  to  15,000  horfe  and  20,000  foot,  by  the  junction  of 
3000  horfe  commanded  by  Allum-Khan,  the  governor  of  Madura, 
and  of  4000  Peons  and  Colleries  belonging  to  the  Polygar,  Mora- 
war,  whofe  country  lies  to  the  fouth  of  the  kingdom  of  Tanjore. 
'fire  king  of  Myfore,  impatient  to  be  put  in  pofleffion  of  the  places 
which  Mahomed-ally  had  agreed  to  give  up  to  him  in  return  for  his 
affiftance,  preifed  the  Englifh  battalion  to  make  a  general  attack  on 
the  enemy  with  the  whole  army,  and  Morari-row,  the  Morattoe,  fe- 
conded  him  very  ftrongly  in  this  propofal ;  but  captain  Gingen  know¬ 
ing  that  thefe  Indian  troops  were -capable  of  rendering  very  little  fer¬ 
vice  againft  fortified  ports,  defended  by  Europeans,  and  coniidering 
that  if  the  Engliih  battalion,  on  whom  the  brunt  would  lay,  Ihould 
fuffer  feverely  in  thefe  attacks,  fuch  a  lofs  would  be  irreparable,  he 
determined  to  wait  until  he  was  reinforced  by  a  body  of  Europeans, 
which  were  preparing  to  take  the  field  in  the  province  of  Arcot. 
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Here  the  fcattered  troops  of  Raja-faheb  no  fooner  faw  the.  Englifli  1752. 
retire  to  their  garrifons,  after  the  taking  of  Conjeveram,  than  they  re- 
aflembled  and  moved,  in  the  beginning  of  January,  down  to  the  fea- 
coaft,  carrying  their  ravages  into  the  company’s  territory  of  Pona-  ' 
malee,  where  they  burnt  leveral  villages,  and  plundered  the  country 
houfes  built  by  the  Englifli  at  the  foot  of  St.  Thomas’s  mount :  after 
thefe  hoftilifies-,  they  returned  to  Conjeveram,  and  having  repaired 
the  damages  which  the  pagoda  had  fuftained  from  the  Englifli, 
they  garrifoned  it  with  300  Sepoys,  and  then  kept  the  field  between 
this  place  and  the  fort  of  Ponamalee,  which  they  fometimes  threatened 
to  attack.  The  violences  .they  committed,  and  the  contributions 
they  levied,  impaired  the  Nabob’s  as  well  as  the  Company’s  revenues 
fo  much,  that  the  prefidency  determined  to  make  an  effort,  with  all 
the  force  they  could  affemble,  to- reduce  this  enemy,  before  they  fent 
a  reinforcement  to  Tritchinopoly.  Captain  Clive,  appointed  to  this 
fervice,  returned  in  the  beginning  of  February  to  Madrafs,  where, 
whilfl:  he  was  employed  in  levying  Sepoys,  a  detachment  of  1.00  Eu¬ 
ropeans  arrived  .from  Bengal :  with  thefe,  and  80  more  from  the 
garrifon  of  Madr.afs,  he  took  the  field  the  sad  of  February,  and  was 
the  fame  day  joined  by  200  Europeans  and  500  Sepoys  from  the  gar¬ 
rifon  of  Arcot.  Flis  whole  force  united  confifted  of  380  Europeans, 

1300  Sepoys,  with  fix  field  pieces  :  the  enemy  were  2500  horfe,  2000 
Sepoys,  and  400  Europeans,  with  a  large  train  of  artillery  :  and,  not- 
withftanding  this  fuperiority,they  no  fooner  heard  of  the  preparations 
that  the  Englifli  were  making  to  attack  them,  than  they  fortified 
thcmfelves  ftronglv  in  their  camp  at  Vendalore,  a  village  fituated 
about  35  miles  fouth-weft  of  Madrafs.  Captain  Clive  marched  to-, 
wards  them  with  an  intent  of  attacking  their  camp  by  furprize  in 
the  rear;  but  had  not  proceeded  far  before  he  received  information’ 
that  they  had  fuddenly  abandoned  it,  and  bad  ditperfed  with  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of people  terrified  bv  fome  diiaftcr,  infomuch  that  it  was  be¬ 
lieved  they  had  received  news  of  fome  bad  lucccfs  at  Tritchinopoly, 
and  were  hurrying  thither  to  reinforce’  the  army  of  Chunda-faheb. 

The  Englifli  however  continued  their  march,  and  took  poifeffion  of 
the  ground  the  enemy  had  quitted,  where,  fome  hours  after,  intelli¬ 
gence  was  received,  .that  all  the  difperfed  parties  were  re-united  at 
E  e  Conjeveram. 
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1 752.  Conjeveram.  It  was  then,  not  doubted  that  they  had  received  advice 
of  the  weaknefs  of  the  garrifon  at  Arcot;  and  that  they  intended  to 
take  advantage  of  it  by  making  a  hidden  affault  on  the  fort.  Captain 
Clive  therefore  made  a  forced  march  of  20  miles  to  Conjeveram, 
where  the  garrifon  of  the  pagoda  furrendered  on  the  firft  fummons ; 
and  a  few  hours  after,  the  conjecture  which  had  been  made  of  the 
enemy’s,  intentions  was  verified  by  news  that  they  were  in  full  march 
towards  Arcot.  The  troops  were  too  much  fatigued  to  follow  them 
immediately,  but  the  next  day  took  the  fame  rout ;  and  on  their  march, 
a  letter  was  received  from  the  commanding  officer  at  Arcot,  advifing. 
that  they  had  entered  the  town,  and  fkirmifhed  againft  the  fort  with 
mufketry  for  feveral.  hours  in  expectation  that  the  gates  would  have 
been  opened  to  them  by  two  officers  of  the  Englifh  Sepoys,  with 
whom  they  had  carried  on  a  correfpondence  ;  but  that  the  plot  had 
been  difeovered,  and  the  enemy  finding  their  fignals  not  anfwered,  had 
quitted  the  city  with  precipitation,  and  it  was  not  yet  known  what 
rout  they  had  taken.  In  this  uncertainty  it  was  determined  to  haften 
to  Arcot. 

The  army  arrived  in  fight  of  Covrepauk  at  fun-fet,  when  the  van 
marching  in  the  high  road  without  fufpicion,  were  fired  upon  from 
the  right  at  no  greater  diftance  than  2  50  yards,  by  nine  pieces  of 
cannon.  Thefe  were  the  French  artillery,  polled  in  a  thick  grove  of 
mango  trees,  which  had  a  ditch  and  a  bank  in  front ;  the  fire  did' 
fome  mifebief  before  it  could  be  either  anfwered  or  avoided  ;  but 
luckily  there  was  a  water-courfe  at  a  little  diftance  to  the  left  of  the 
road,  in  which  the  infantry  were  ordered  to  take  ffielter,  and  the  bag¬ 
gage  to  march  back  half  a  mile  with  one  of  the  field  pieces  and  a 
platoon  to  defend  it ;  and  two  field  pieces,  fupported  by1  a  platoon  of 
Europeans  with  200  Sepoys,  were  detached  to  oppofe  Raja-faheb’s 
cavalry  which  appeared  extending  themfelves  on  the  plain  to  the  left 
of  the  water-courfe ;  in  the  mean  time  the  reft  of  the  artillery,  drawn  up 
on  the  right,  anfwered  the  enemy’s  fire  from  the  grove ;  the  French  in¬ 
fantry  entered  the  water-courfe,  and  advanced  along  it  in  a  column 
of  fix  men  in  front :  the  Englilh  formed  in  the  fame  orders  and  a 
fire  was  kept  up  on  both  fides  for  two  hours,  by  moon-light,  during 
W'hiclf  neither  ventured  to  come  to  the  puffi  of  bayonet.  The  enemy’s 
3  cavalry 
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cavalry  made  feveral  unluccefsful  attacks  both  on  the  party  oppofed  1752.' 
to  them,  and  the  baggage  in  the  rear :  but  their  artillery  in  the  grove 
being  anlwered  only  by  three  pieces  of  cannon,  did  execution  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  this  fuperiority,  and  either  killed  or  difabled  fo  many  of  the 
Englilh  gunners  that  prudence  feemed  to  diftate  a  retreat,  unlefs 
their  cannon  could  be  taken;  Captain  Clive  did  not  delpair  of  this 
laft  refource,  and  at  ten  at  night  lent  one  Shawlum,  a  ferjeant,  who 
fpoke  the  country  languages,  with  a  few  Sepoys*  to  reconnoitre  :  he 
returned  and  reported  that  the  enemy  had,  ported  no  guards  in  the 
rear  of  the  grove  on  which  intelligence  Too  of  the  beft  Europeans 
and  400  Sepoys  were  immediately  ordered  to  proceed  thither  under 
the  command  of  lieutenant  Keene,  with  Shawlum  as  their  guide. 

,  Captain  Clive  himfelf  accompanied  the  detachment  half  way,  and  on 
his  return  found  the  troops  he  had  left  fighting  in  the  water-courfe 
fo  much  difpirited  by  the  departure  of  Keene’s  detachment,  that  they 
were  on  the  point  of  taking,  flight,  and  fome  had  already  run  away ; 
he,  however,  not  without  difficulty,  rallied  them,  and  the  firing  was- 
renewed.  In  the  mean  time  Keene  taking-  a  large  circuit*  came  di- 
reftly  oppofite  to  the  rear  of  the  grove,  and  halted  at  the  diftance  of 
300  yards  from  it,  whilft  enfign  Symmonds  advanced  alone  to  examine 
the  enemy’s  difpofitlon.  This  officer  had  not  proceeded  far  before 
he-  came  to  a  deep  trench,  in  which  a  large  body*  confifting  of  all  the 
enemy’s  Sepoys,  whofe  fervice  had  not  been  -demanded  in  the  wafer- 
courfe,  were  fitting,  down  to  avoid  the  random  rtiots  of  the  fight. 

They  challenged  Symmonds,  and  prepared  at  firft  to  flioot  him,  but 
deceived  by  his  (peaking-  French,  fuffered  him  to  pafs  as  a  French 
officer ;  he  then  went  on  to  the  grove,  where  he  perceived,  befides 
the  men  employed  at  the  guns,  100  Europeans  ftationed  to  fupport 
them,  who  only  kept  a  look-out  towards  the  field  of  battle  ;  and 
parting  in  his  return  at-a  diftance  to  the  riglit  of  the  trench  where  he 
had/ound  the  enemy’s  Sepoys,  he  rejoined  his  own  detachment ;  who 
immediately  marched  by  the  fame  way  he  had  returned,  and  entering 
the  grove  unperceived,  gave  their  fire  in  a  general  volley  at  the  dif¬ 
tance  of  30  vard3.  It  fell  heavy,  and  aftonifhed  the  enemy  fo  much 
that  they  did  not  return  a  fingle  Ihot,  but  inflantly  abandoned  their 
v  E  e  2  *  gnus. 
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guns,  every  man  endeavouring  to  (live  himfelf  by  precipitate  flight. 
Many  of  them  ran  into  a  choultry  in  the  grove,  where  they  were  lo 
crowded  together  that  they  were  not  able  to  make  ufe  of  their  arms. 
The  Englifh  drew  up  before  the  choultry,  and  to  fpare  the  impend¬ 
ing  flaughter  of  their  fire,  offered  quarter,  which  was  accepted. with 
joy,  and  the  Frenchmen  coming  out  one  by  one,  as  they  were  ordered, 
delivered  up  their  arms,  and  were  made  prifoners.  The  Engliih 
troops  fighting  at  the  water-courfe  were  immediately  convinced  of 
the  fuccefs  of  the  detachment,  by  the  fudden  filence  of  the  enemy’s 
artillery  :  but  the  enemy’s  infantry  remained  ignorant  of  it,  and  con¬ 
tinued  the  .fight,  until  fome  of  the-  fugitives  from  the  grove  informed 
.  them  of  the  clilafter,  on  which  they  immediately  took  flight,  and  their 
horle  difperfed  at  the  fame  time.  The  field  being  thus  cleared,  the 
whole  army  united,  and  remained  under  arms  until  day-break,  when 
they  found  tbemfelves  in  pofleffion  of  nine  field  pieces,  three  cohorn 
mortars,  and  60  European  prifoners.  They  likewife  counted  50  dead 
on  the  field,  and  not  lefs  than  300  Sepoys :  for  the  enemy  had  ex- 
pofed  thefe  troops  more  freely  than  the  others.  Of  the  Englifh,  40 
Europeans  and  30  Sepoys  were  killed,  and  a  great  number  of  both 
wounded. 

Part  of  the  fugitives  took  fhelter  in  the  neighbouring  fort  of  Covre- 
pauk,  which  was  fummoned  to  furrender ;  but  the  governor  returned  ' 
anfwer,  that  the  troops  of  Raja-faheb  fvere  much  more  numerous 
than  his  garrifon,  and,  contrary  to  his  inclination,  intended  to  de¬ 
fend  the  fort:  a  detachment  was  therefore  fent  to  invert  it,  but 
uefore  they  arrived  the  fugitives  abandoned  it,  upon  which  he  fub- 
mitted. 

From  hence  the  troops  proceeded  to  Arcot,  and  the  next  day 
marched  towards  Velore,  not  in  expedition  of  reducing  the  place,  hut 
in  hopes  that  fome  hoftilities  would  induce  Mortiz-ally  to  pay  a  con¬ 
tribution,  or  at  leaft  to  deliver  up  the  elephants  and  baggage,  w.hich 
Raja-faheb  had  depofited  in  his  fort  foon  after  he  had  railed  the  fiege 
of  Arcot;  hut  before  the  troops  came  in  fight  of  Velore,  captain 
Clive  received  an  order  from  th§  prefidency  of  Fort  St.  David,  to 
repair  thither  with  all  his  force,  for  it  was  now  determined  to  lend 
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them  to  Tritchinopoly.  He  therefore  changed  his  rout,  and  march- 
,  ing  acrofs  the  country,  came  to  the  fpot  where  Nazir-jing  had  been 
killed:  here  he  found  a  riling  town  projected  by  the  vanity  of  Mr. 
Dupleix  to  commemorate' that  deteftable  adlion,  and  called  Dupleix- 
Fateabad,  or  the1  town  of  Dupleix’s  vidtory :  it  is  faid,  that  he  was 
preparing  a  column,  with  a  pompous  infcription  in  the  French, 
Malabar,  Perfic,  and  Indoftan  languages,  which  he  intended  to  eredl 
in  the  middle  of  the  town,  where  he  had  already  caufed  coins  ftruck 
with  lymbols  of  the  viclory  to  be  buried.  The  troops'  did  not  quit 
this  place  until  they  had  razed  to"  the  ground  all  that  was  eredted, 
after  which  they  proceeded  to  Fort  St.  David.'  During  the  whole 
march  they  no  where  met  a  Angle  fquadron  of  the  enemy’s  troops. 
The  defeat  at  Covrepauk  fucceeding  to  their  former  difgraces,'  in- 
tirely  broke  their  force  as  well  as  their  fpirits :  tKeir  horfe  either 
difoanded,  or  took  fervice  with  the  governors'  in'  the  provinces  who 
Hill  acknowledged  Chunda-faheb ;  and  the  French  troops  and  Sepoys 
were  recalled  to  Pondicherry,  where  Mr.  Dupleix  was  fo  incenfed 
againft  Raja-faheb,  that  he  would  not  fuffer  him  for  feveral  days  to 
appear,  in  his  prefence.  Thus  the  Englilh  fucceffes  in  the  Carnatic 
recovered  to  Mahomed-ally.an  extent  of  country  30  miles  in  breadth 
and  60  in  length,  the  annual  revenues  of  which,  including  that  of 
the  famous  pagoda  at  Tripetti,  amounted  to  400,000  pagodas. 

Three  days  after  their  arrival  at  Fort  St.  David,  the  troops  were 
ready  to  take  the  field  again  under  the  command  of  captain  Clive, 
wheu,  on  the  1 5th  of  March,  Major  Lawrence  arrived  from  England, 
and  two  days  after  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  detachment.  It 
confifted  of  400  Europeans  and  1 100  Sepoys,  with  eight  field  pieces, 
who  efcorting  a  large  quantity  of  military  ftores,  marched  through 
the  king  of  Tanjore’s  country  towards  Tritchinopoly. 

Here  the  Myforeans  and  Morattoes  were  fo  much  difpleafed  with 
the  precaution  of  captain  Gingen,  who  conftantlv  refined  to  attack 
the  enemy’s  polls  before  he  was  joined  by  the  expended  reinforce¬ 
ment,  that  the  Dalaway  of  Myfore,  diftreffed  by  the  great  expcnces 
of  his  army,  had  more  than  once  been  on  the  point  of  returning  tp 
his  own  country :  however,  him  the  Nabob  appeafed,  by  making 
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over  the  revenues  of  all  the  diftrilts  which  had  been  recovered  fince 
Iris  arrival :  but  Morari.-row  was  fo  exalperated  by  this  ina&ivity,  , 
which  deprived  his  troops  of  opportunities  to  get  plunder,  and  re¬ 
moved  the  profpeft  of  more  important  acquifitions,  which  he  expelled 
from  this  war,  that  he  meditated  defeltion,  and  began  to  treat  with 
Chunda-faheb. 

Both  armies  were  equally  follicitous  of  the  fate  of  the  approaching 
reinforcement,  and  Mr.  Dupleix  fen t  repeated  orders  to  Mr.  Law, 
who  commanded  the  French  battalion,  to  intercept  them  at  all  events. 
They  arrived  on  the  26th  of  March  at  a  fort  belonging  to  the  king 
of  Tanjore,  within  20  miles  ctf  Tritchinopoly  ;  where  they  depofited 
fuch  part  of  the  rtores,  as  would  have’ retarded  their  march  and  em- 
barafled  their  operations.  The  next  day  proceeding  along  the  high 
road,  which  paffeth  within  point  blank  {hot  of  Coiladdy,  major  Law- 
rence  received  intelligence  that  the  enemy  had  ported  at  this  fort  a 
ftrong  party  with  artillery  :  on  which  he  ordered  his  guides  to  look 
out  for  another  road;  but  they,  by  fome  mirtake,  led  him  within 
reach  of  the  very  fpot  he  wanted  to  avoid,  and  the  troops  were  un¬ 
expectedly  fired  upon  by  fix  pieces  of  cannon  from  acrofs  the  Caveri. 
To  divert  this  fire  from  the  baggage,  among  which  it  created  no  fmali 
confufion,  it  was  anfwered  from  the  rear  divifion  of  guns  confifting  of 
four  field  pieces,  fupported  by  100  Europeans,  under  the  command  of. 
captain  Clive,  whilft  the  line  marched  on  inclining  to  the  left,  which 
direction  foon  brought  them  out  of  the  enemy’s  reach,  but  not  before 
2  0  Europeans  were  killed.  They  then  halted,  and:  were  joined  by 
the  rear  divifion,  after  which  they  continued  their  march  without 
'  meeting  any  farther  interruption,  and  in  the  evening  halted  within 
10  miles  of  Tritchinopoly.  From  hence  captain  Gingen  detached 
in  the  night  too  Europeans,  with  50  dragoons,  who  joined  the  re¬ 
inforcement  before  morning;  and  at  day-break  captain  Dalton  was 
likewife  detached  from  the  city  with  his  own  company  of  grenadiers, 
and  another  of  the  battalion,  in  all  .200  Europeans,  400  Sepoys,  and 
four  field  pieces,  who  were  ordered  to  lie  at  a  rock  called  the  Sugar- 
loaf,  about  three  miles  fouth  of  the  French  rock,  from  whence  they 
wire  te  join  the  reinforcement,  as  foon  as  it.  came  ia.  fight. 
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In  the  mean  time  the  major  advanced  towards  Elimiferum.  This  1752. 
is  a  rock  with  a  fortified  pagoda  on  the  fummit,  where  the  French 
*  had  mounted  cannon :  it  is  fituated  three  miles  to  the  fcuth-eaft  of 
the  F rench  rock ;  and  between  thefe  two  ports  the  greateft  part  of 
the  enemy’s  army  were  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle  :  the  reft  were- 
in  a  line  which  extended  from  the  French  rock  to  the  village' of 
Chucklypollam  by  the  river  fide.  The  major,  informed  of  this  dif- 
pofition,  made  to  furround  him  if  he  parted  to  the  north  of  Elimife¬ 
rum,  direfted  his  march  to  the  fouth  of  it :  and  before  he  came  in 
fight  of  the  enemy,  the  whole  of  the  confederate  troops,  employed  for 
the  Nabob,  were  in  the  field,  and  by  their  appearance  deterred  the 
■  enemy  from  making  any  detachfhents  to  attack  the  major.  At  noon, 
captain  Dalton’s  party,  with  the  Myforeans  and  the  Nabob’s  troops 
met  him  half-way  between  Elimiferum  and  the  lugar-loaf-rock, 
whilft  Morari-row  with  the  Morattoes  remained  fkirmilhing  faintly 
with  the  enemy. 

The  fun  ftriking  exceftively  hot,  the  troops  were  ordered  to  halt 
and  refrefh  themfelves  ;  but  in  lefs  than  half  an  hour  the  feouts  came 
in  at  full  fpeed,  bringing  intelligence  that  the  whole  of  the  enemy’s 
army  was  advancing,  and  that  the  fire  of  their  cannon  had  put  the 
Morattoes  to  flight :  thefe  foon  after  came  up,  and  forming  with  the 
reft  of  the- allies  in  the  rear  of  the  Europeans  and  Sepoys,  followed 
them  flowly  at  a  diftance. 

Captain  Clive  having  reconnoitred  the  enemy, .  reported,  that 
there  was  a  large  choultry,  with  feme  ftone  buildings,  not  far  from  the 
front  of  the  French  battalion,  which  they,  bulled  in  forming  their 
line,  had  neglefted  to  take  pofleflion  of.  On  this  advice  he  was  or¬ 
dered  to  proceed  with  the  firft  divifion  of  artillery,  fupported  by  the 
grenadiers,  as  fart  as  poffible  to  the  choultry,  whilft  the  reft  of  the 
column  moved  up  flowly  in  regular  order.  The  enemy,  inftead  of 
fendipg  forward  a  detachment  to  prevent  them,  contented  themfelves 
with  cannonading  as  their  battalion  advanced,  which  had  approached 
within  800  yards  of  the  choultry  by  the  "time  the  Englilh  detachment 
arrived  there  :  and  now  made  a  pulh  againft  their  artillesy,  which 
was  fo  well  pointed,  that  it  kept  them  at  a  diftance  until  the  reft  of 
the  battalion  and  Sepoys  came  up.  The  confederate  troops,  unwil¬ 
ling  to  expofe  their  horfes  to  a  cannonade,  halted  at  a  diftance ;  but 
.  ■  thole 
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thofc  of  Cbunda-faheb,  commanded  by  Allum-Khan,  the  governor" of 
Madura,  kept  clofe  to  the  rear  of  the  French.  A  cannonade  enfued, 
the  hotteft  without  doubt,  for  the  time  it  lafted,'  that  had  ever  been  ' 
feen  on  the  plains  of  Indoftan ;  for  the  French  fired  from  22  pieces 
of  cannon  and  the  Englifh  from  nine.  Such  of  theEnglilh  troops 
as  were  not  employed  at  the  guns  found  Ihelter  behind  the  choultry 
and  the  buildings  near  it,  whilft  the  whole  of  the  enemy’s  army  ftood 
expofed  on  the  open  plain,  fuffering  in  proportion  to  this  difadvaatage. 
The  French  battalion  in  half  an  hour  began  to  waver,  and  drew  off 
their  guns  to  a  greater  diftance,  upon  which  the  Englilh  advanced 
their  artillery,  and  the  men  of  the  battalion  who  fupported  them 
were  ordered  to  fit  down  with  their'arms  grounded  ;  by  which  pre¬ 
caution  many  lives  were  laved.  They  ftill  continued  to  retreat,  but 
Chunda-laheb’s  cavalry  kept  their  ground  for  fome  time,  and  fuftained' 
the  cannonade  with  much  more  firmnefs  than  had  ever  been  ob- 
ferved  in  the  troops  of  India  :  they  were  Ipirited  by  the  example  of 
their  commander,  Allum-Khan,  whofe  head  was  at  "length  taken  off 
by  a  cannon-ball,  as  he  was  encouraging  them  to  advance ;  on  which 
difafter  they  gave  way  and  retreated  likewife.  The  Captains  Clive 
and  Dalton  continuing  to  advance  with  the  firft  divifion  of  artillery, 
followed  the  French,  who  flung  themfelves  into  a  great  water-courfe 
near  the  French  rock,  where  they  were  on  the  point  of  being  enfiladed 
by  a  fire  that  would  have  made  great  havock  amongft  them  ;  ■ 
when  Major  Lawrence,  fatisfied  with  the  advantages  that  had 
been  gained,  and  unwilling  to  expofe  the  men  to  more  fatigue 
Vioder'fuch  a  burning  fun,  ordered  the  purfuit  to  ceafe.  Seven  men 
of  the  battalion  were  ftruck  dead  by  the  heat,  and  14  were  killed  or 
difabied  by  the  cannonade.  The  French  lofb  about  40  men;  and 
'-30 o  of  Chunda-fahcb’s  troops,  with  285  horfes  and  an  elephant,  were 
found  dead  on  the  plain.  The  fucceis  of  this  day  might  have  been 
much  greater,  had  the  confederate  troops  behaved  with  common  ac¬ 
tivity,  in-lead  of  which  they-  remained  at. a  diftance,  idle  lpeftators, 
nor  could  they  be  prevailed  on  to  make  a  Angle  charge,  even  when  the 
enemy’s  cavalry  retreated.  This  iuaftion  proceeded  not  from  want 
of  bravery,  but  from  the  treachery  of  Morari-rowt,  who  being  at  this 
time  in,  treaty  with  Chunda-faheb,  was  unwilling  to  bring  his  Marat- 
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toes  to  a&ion  ;  and  fuch  was  the  opinion  entertained  of  their  courage, 
that  none -of  the  reft  of  the  allies  would  venture  to  fight  without 
them. 

Major  Lawrence  continuing  his  inarch,  arrived  in  the  evening  at 
Trltchinopoly,  and  the  next  day  .conferred  with  the  Nabob  and  the 
other  generals  on  the  plan  of  their  future  operations  :  they  concurred 
in  opinion  that  a  general  attack  fhould  be  made  without  delay  on  the 
enemy’s  camp  ;  but  when-  the  time  was  to  be  fixed,  he  found  both 
Moors  and  Indians  fo  attached  to  lucky  and  unlucky  days,  that  feveral 
■were  likely  to  be  loft  before  they  would  agree  in  the  notion  of  a  for¬ 
tunate  hour,,  without  which  none  of  them' thought  it  Me  to  rift:  an 
engagement.  In  the  mean  time,  thinking  it  not  prudent  to  fuffer  the 
enemy  to  recover  from  the  impreffion  which  they  had  received  on-  the 
‘day  of  his  arrival,  he  determined  to  attempt  as  much  againft  them  as 
could  lie  executed  with  his  own  force  ;  and  perceiving  that  the  French 
pofts  were  too  ftrongly  fortified  to  be  carried  without  the  affiftance  of 
-the  whole  arm}',  he.  refolved  to  attack  the  camp  of  Chunda-faheb, 
which  extended  along  the  riyer' without  entrenchments.  On  the  i  ft 
of  April  at  night,  captain  Dalton,  with  400  men,  Was  ordered  to 
march,  and,  by  taking  a  large  circuit,  to  come  in  at  the  eaftern.ex- 
tremity  of  the  enemy’s  camp,  which  he  was  to  enter,  beat  up,  and 
fet  fire  to.  The  English  troops,  from  their  long -inactivity,  knewfo 
little  of  the  ground  about  Tritchinopoly,  that  they  were  obliged  to 
truft  to  Indian  guides  ;  and  thefe  being  ordered  to  condudt  them  out 
of  the  reach  of  the  enemy’s  advanced  pofts,  fell  into  the  other  extreme, 
and  led  them  feveral  milfes  out  of  their  way,  and  through  fuc’h  bad 
.roads,  that  when  the  morning  ftar  appeared,  they  found  themfelves 
between  Elimiferum  and  the,  French  rock,  two  miles  from  Chunda- 
(aheb’s  camp,  and  in  the  center  of  all  their  pofts.  .  The  approach  of 
day  not  only  rendered  it  impoffible  to  furprize  the  enemy,  as  was  in¬ 
tended,  but  likewife  expofed  the  party,  if  they  perfifted,  to  the  danger 
of  being  furrounded  by  their  whole  force :  it  was  therefore  determined 
to  march  back  without  delay  to  Tritchinopoly.  The  French  dis¬ 
covered  them  as  they  were  retreating,  and  guefling  at  the  intention 
for  which  they  had  been  lent,  thought  themfelves  no  longer  fafie  to 
the  fouth  of  the  Caveri,  and  took  the  refolutien  of  retreating  that 
F  f  very 
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very  day  to  the  pagodas  on  the  ifland.  Chunda-faheb  ftrenuoufly  op- 
poferl  this  reiolntion,  for  which  indeed  there  appeared  no  neceffity ; 
but  finding  that  he  could  not  prevail  on  Mr.  Law  to  alter  it,  he  gave 
orders  for  his  own  troops  to  crofs  the  river  likewife.  The  retreat, 
as  is  ufual  when  meafures  have  not  been  previoufly  concerted,  was 
made  with  fo  much  precipitation,  that  his  army  had  time  to  tranfport 
only  a  part  of  their  baggage,  but  none  of  the  vaft  quantity  of  pro- 
vifions  with  which  they  had  ftored  their  magazines ;  thefe  they  there- 
fore'let  fire  to.  The  French  carrying  off  their  artillery,  abandoned 
all  their  polls  excepting  Elimiferum,  and  before  the  next  morning  the 
whole  army  was  on ‘the  ifland,  where  Mr.  Law  took  up  his  quarters 
in  the  pagoda  of  Jumbakiftna ;  of  Chunda-laheb’s  troops  lome  went 
into  the  pagoda  of  Seringham,  others  encamped  under  the  northern 
wall,  and  the  reft  extended  farther  eaftward  along  the  bank  of  the 
Coleroon.  '  ■  - 

The  next  day,  captain  Dalton  was  fent  with  the  company  of  gre¬ 
nadiers,  fome  Morattoes  and  Sepoys,  to  attack  Elimiferum  :  the  party 
had  with  them  two  pieces  of  cannon  and  a  mortar,  the  tranfporting 
of  which  through  bad  roads  prevented  them  from  arriving  near  the 
plate  before  night,  when  captain  Dalton  with  two  others  advanced  to 
reconnoitre.  Difcovering  no  centinels,  and  finding  the  gate  of  the 
wall  which  furrounds  the  foot  of  the  rock  open,  they  concluded  that 
the  place  was  abandoned,  and  entering,  began  to  afeend  the  fteps 
which  led  to  the  pagoda  on  the  fummit ;  but  before  they  got  there, 
<be  enemy,  alarmed  by  the  neighing  of  the  horfes,  ran  to  their  guns 
and  fired  upon  the  detachment,  which  they  difeovered,  firft  by  the 
light  of  their  matches,  and  foon  after  by  the  blaze  of  fome  huts  to 
which  the  Morattoes,  as  is  their  cuftom,  had  fet  fire.  1  he  fmoke 
of  the  guns,  and  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  enabled  captain  Dalton 
•and  his  companions  to  retreat  unperceived  ;  and  as  foon  as  he  re¬ 
joined  the  detachment,  he  fent  fome  men  to  lodge  themfelves  under 
cover  of  a  bank  before  the  lower  gate,  where  they  were  direfted  to 
remain  until  morning,  in  order  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  making 
their  efcape.  But  this  party,  delirous  of  fignalizing  themfelves,  im¬ 
prudently  exceeded  their  orders,  and  entering  the  lower  gate,  ran  up 
the  fteps,  and  endeavoured  to  force  the  doors  of  the  pagoda  above ; 
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wherfthey  were  received  with  a  fmart  fire,  which  foon  obliged  them  , 
to  retreat  with  five  Europeans  and  ten  Sepoys  wounded.  A  rein¬ 
forcement  was  immediately  lent 'to  take  charge  of  the  bank,  and  all 
remained  quiet  until  morning,  when  the  enemy,  perceiving  that  pre¬ 
parations  were  making  to  bombard  them,  furrendered.  Fifteen  Eu¬ 
ropeans,  thirty  Sepoys,  and  two  pieces  of  cannon,  one  of  them  a  fine 
1 8  pounder,  were  found  here ;  the  fmaller  piece  of  cannon,  with 
fome  Sepoys,  were  left  to  garrifon  this  poll: ;  the  reft  returned  with 
the  other  gun  to  Tritchinopoly,.  which  was  prefented  to  the  Nabob, 
as  the  firft  which  had  been  taken  during  the  campaign.  Two  days 
after  the  grenadiers,  who  had  always  behaved  with  the  ipirit  peculiar 
to  this  clafs  of  foldiers,  gained  another  advantage.  The  great'men 
of  the  allied  army  .complained,  that  they  were  much  difturbed  in 
their  daily  ablutions  in  the  Caveri,  by  a  gun  which  fired  from  the 
choultry  lying  half-way  between  the  pagoda  of  Seringham  and  the 
river.  Captain  Dalton  was  fent  to  attack  this  poll,  who  concealed 
his  men  behind  an  old  wall  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  where  they 
waited  till  near  noon,  when  the  great  heat  of  the  fun  induced  a  part 
of  the  enemy’s  guard  to  return  to  the  camp,  and  the  reft  to  retire 
into  the  choultry  to  fleep  :  the  grenadiers  then  ru fined  acrofs  the 
river,  which  was  fordable,  and  entered-the  poft  with  fo  much  rapidity 
that  they  took  the  gun  before  the  enemy  had  time  to  fire  it  more 
than  once :  it  was  brought  away  without  any  oppofition,  for  fome  field 
pieces  had  been  fent  to  the  river-fide  to  cover  the  retreat. 

Events  of  fuch  a  nature  as  the  attacks  of  Elimiferum  and  the  choul¬ 
try,  as  well  as  feveral  others,  which  appear  in  the  courfe  of  this  .work, 
would  have  no  influence  in  fiich  fanguinary  wars  as  moll  writers 
have  only  thought  worthy  of  their  .attention :  and  thefe  details  may 
therefore  by  many  be  deemed  equally  tirefome  and  fuperfluous  ;  but 
the  ftrefs  of  this  Indian  war  lying  on  the  European  allies,  who  rarely 
have  exceeded  a  thoufand  men  on  a  fide,  the  adtions  of  a  fingle  pla¬ 
toon ’in  India  may  have  the  fame  influence  on  the  general  fuccefs,  as 
the  conduit  of  a  whole  regiment  in  Europe  :  and  to  give  a  juft  idea  of 
the  fuperiority  of  European  arms,  when  oppofed  to  thofe  of  Indoftan, 
is  one  of  the  principal  intentions  of  this  narrative.  The  new  activity 
which  began  to  appear  in  the  Englifh  battalion,  induced  Morari-row 
F  f  2  to 
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.  to  relinquifh  .his  correfpondcnce  with  Clitmda-rahcb,  and  im^effed ' 
tiie  enemy  with  terrors  equal  to  thofe  which  they  had  formerly  railed 
both  in  the  Enghfli  and  the  Nabob’s  army':  there  feemed  to  be  no 
fenfe  in  their  councils.  The-whole  Carnatic  lay  before  them,  and  by 
retreating  into  it  they  might  protradl  the  war  until  the  want  of  money 
fhould  decide  the  conteft ;  but  inftead  of  taking  this  ftep,  they  fuffered 
themfelves  to  be  captivated  by  the  apparent  ftrength  of  the  two  pa¬ 
godas,  and' determined  to  ftand  their  ground  in  them;  notwithftand- 
ing  that,  by  the  deftru&ion  of  their  magazines,  they  were  'already 
reduced  to  the  neceffity  of  fetching  their  provifions  from  a  great  dis¬ 
tance  :  they  were  afraid  to  light,  and  afhamed  to  retreat. 

At  the  fame  time  nothing  but  a  refolution,  juflified  by  very  few  ex¬ 
amples,  and  bordering  in  appearance  on  ralhnefs,  feemed  capable  of 
putting  a  fpeedy  end  to  the  war,  of  which  the  expcnces  had  nov*l 
greatly  diftrefied  the  Eaft  India  company’s  mercantile  affairs.  The 
intimacy  and  confidence  with  which  major  Law  rence  diftinguilhed 
capt.  Clive,  permitted  this  officer  to  fuggeft  to  him  the  refohilion  of 
dividing  the  army  into  two  bodies,  and  detaching  one  of  tliefe  under 
his  command  to  the  north  of  the  Coleroon,  whilfl  the  other  remained 
to  the  fouth  of  the  Caveri :  this  was  rifquing  the  whole  to  gain  the 
whole ;  for  if  the  enemy  fhould  overpower  one  of  thefe  bodies,  by 
attacking  it  with  their  whole  force,  the  Nabob’s  affairs  would  again 
be  reduced  to  the  brink  of  ruin  ;  and  if  they  neglected  or  failed  in- 
.this  attempt,  they  would  infallibly  be  ruined  themfelves.  The  pro- 
pofal, Lardy  as  it  was,  was  adopted  by  the  major  without  any  befitation ; 
and  with  a  fpirit  of  equity  rarely  poffeffed  by  competitors  for  glory, 
he  was  fo  far  from  taking  umbrage  at  the  author  of  this  mafterly  ad¬ 
vice,  that  he  determined  in  his  own  mind  to  give  him  the  command 
of  the  feparate  body,  although  Jie  refrained  from  declaring  his  in¬ 
tention  until  he  could  recoftcile  it  to  the  reft  of  the  captains  in  the  bat¬ 
talion,  who  were  all  of  them  his  fuperiors  in  rank;  but  the  fcheme  was 
no  fooner  prepofed  to  the  Nabob  and  the  generals  of  the  all&nce, 
than  the  Morattoes  and  Myforeans  removed  the  difficulty,  by  declaring 
that  they  would  not  make  any  detachments  of  their  troopsif  they  were 
to  be  commanded  by  any  other  perfon.  It  was  neceffary  to  reduce  the 
polls  of  which  the  enemy  were  in  pofleffion  to  the  north  of  the  Cole- 
■  .  _  - ’  roon  : 
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roon  :  to  intercept  the  reinforcements  which  might  come  fromPon-  1752. 
dicherry  through  the  ftreights.of  Utatoor  ;  and  above  all,  that  cap- 
•tiin  Clive’s  divifion  fliould  not  be  out  of  the  reach  of  a  forced  march, 
from  the  reft  of  the  army  encamped  near  Tritchinopoly,  left  the 
whole  of  the  enemy’s  force  fliould  fall  upon  him  before  major  La'w- 
rence  could  move  to  his  afliftance.  It  was  therefore  determined  to 
chufe  luch  a  central  fituation  between  the  ftreights  of  Utatoor  and 
the  Coleroon  as  would  beft  anfwer  all  tliel’e  intentions.  Every  thing . 
being  fettled,  captain  Clive  began  his  march  in  the  night  of  the  6th 
of  April  with  400  Europeans,  700  Sepoys,  3000  Morattoes  under  the 
command  of  Innis-Khan,  1000  of  the  Tanjorine  horfe,  and  eight 
pieces  of  artillery,- two  of  which  were  battering  cannon,  and  fix  of 
them  field  pieces.  To  conceal  their  march,  they  .crofted  over  into 
the  ifland  three  miles  to  the  eaftvvard  of  Jumbakiftna.  The  number 
of  deep  water-epurfes  which  interfered  this  part  of  it,  rendered  the  • 
tranfporting  of  the  cannon  difficult  and  laborious  ;  and  whilft  the 
Europeans  were  employed  at  one  of  the  water-courfes,  a  body  of  the 
‘  enemy’s  Sepoys,  returning  from  Coiladdy  with  a  convoy  of  oxen  laden, 
with  provifions,  came  up,  intending  to  pafs  at  the  fame  place  ;  and 
before  they  could  retreat,  received  two  or  three  vollies,  which  killed 
feveral  of  them. 

The  troops  -having  pafied  the  Coleroon  before  morning,  proceeded 
feven  miles  to.  the  north  of  it,  and  took  pofleflion  of  the  village  of  Sa- 
miavaram,  in  which  are  two  pagodas  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  dif- 
tant  from  each  other,  one  on  each  fide  of  the  high  .road  leading  -to 
Utatoor  :  thefe  were  allotted  for  the  quarters, of  the  Europeans  and 
Sepoys ;  ravelins  were  immediately  flung  up  before  the  gates,  and  a 
redoubt  capable  of  receiving  all  the  cannon  was  conftrucicd  to  com¬ 
mand  the  road  to  the  north  and  fou{h.  The  Morattoes  and  Tan- 
jorines  encamped  round  the  pagodas. 

Whilft  the  army  were  employed  in  theft  works,  a  party  from  Sc- 
ringhJm  took  pofleflion  of  Munfurpett,  a  pagoda  fituated  near  the 
high  road  between  Pitchandah  and  Samiavarnm.  It  commanded  a 
view  of  the  country  feveral  miles;  which  advantage,  joined  to  that 
of  its  fituation,  rendered  it  the  beft  advanced  pod  that  could  be  cholcn 
by  either  fide  ;  a  detachment  was  therefore  immediately. fcnl  to  dif- 
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lodge  the  enemy,  who  defended  themfelves  all  day,  killing  an  officer, 
three  Europeans,  and  io  Sepoys,  and  in  the  night  made  their  efcape 
to  Pitchandah  undifeovered.  < 

T.  he  next  day  a  party  of  Sepoys,  with  a  few  Europeans,  were  de¬ 
tached  to  attack  Lalguddy,  a  mud  fort  fituated  about  feven  miles  to 
the  eaft  of  Seringham,  clofe  to  the  bank  of  the  Coleroon,  and  oppo¬ 
se  to  the  eaftern  part  of  the  enemy’s  late  encampment  to  the  fouth 
of  the  Caveri.  They  kept  a  garrifon  of  Sepoys  here,  intending  to 
make  it  an  intermediate  magazine  of  provisions,  which  were  to  be 
brought  fromhence  to  their  camp  on  the  ifland  as  opportunity  offered. 
The  Sepoys  attacking  the  fort  by  efcalade,  carried  it  after  a  faint  re- 
liftance,  and  found  in  it  a  quantity  of  grain  fufficient  for  ten  thoufand 
men  for  two  months. 

Mr:  Dupleix,  againft  whofe  orders  Mr.  Law  had  retreated  to  the 
north  of  the  Caveri,  was  much  alarmed  at  the  critical  fituation  to 
which  the  army  of  Chunda-faheb  and  his  own  troops  were  reduced. 
He,  however,  with  his  ufual  perfeverance  and  adiivity,  determined  to 
make  the  greateft  efforts  he  was  able  to  reinforce  them  ;  and  imme¬ 
diately  on  receiving  news  that  captain  Clive  was  encamped  at 
Samiavaram,  detached  1 20  Europeans,  500  Sepciys,  and  four  field 
pieces,  with  a  large  convoy  of  provifions  and  ftores.  This  party 
was  led  by  Mr,  D’Auteuil,  who  was  empowered  to  take  the  command 
from  Mr.  Law.  They  arrived  on  the  14th  of  April  at  Utatoor,  and 
intended,  by  making  a  large  circuit  to  the  weft  of  Samiavaram,  ta 
gain  in  the  night  the  bank  of  the  Coleroon.  The  fate  of  the  two 
;  rmieG  depended  in  a  great  mealure  upon  the  fuccefs  or  mifearriage 
of  this  convoy  and  reinforcement.  Captain  Clive,  apprized  of  Mr. 
D’Auteuil’s  intention,  fet  out. the  fame  night  with  the  greateft  part 
of  his  force  to.  intercept  him  ;  but  Mr.  D’Auteuil  receiving  advice  of  • 
his  approach,  immediately  turned  back  and  regained  the  fort ;  on  which 
captain  Clive  returned  with  the  utmoft  expedition  to  Samiavaram, 
where  he  arrived  in  the  morning.  In  the  afternoon,  Mr.  Law  gbt  in¬ 
telligence  of  his  march,  without  hearing  of  his  return,  whichcouldnot 
naturally  be  fufpecled,  as  Utatoor  is  13  miles  from  Samiavaram  :  he 
therefore,  as  foon  as  it  was  dark,  detached  80  Europeans,  and  700 
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Sepoys,  to  attack  the  few  troops  he  imagined  to  be  remaining  there  :  i  752. 
of  thefe  men  forty  were  English  deferters.  This  party  arrived  near 
'the  camp  at  midnight,  when  one  of  their  fpies  informed  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  that  the  troops  which  had  marched  againft  Mr. 
D’Auteuil  were  returned  ;  but  he,  imputing  the  information  either 
to  cowardice  or  treachery,  gave  no  credit  to  the  Spy,  and  proceeded  ; 
they  were  challenged  by  the  advauced  guard  of  Englifh  Sepoys,  on 
which  the  officer  of  the  deferters,  an  Irishman,  ftept  out  and  told 
them,  that  he  was  fent  by  major  Lawrence  to  reinforce  captain  Clive : 
and  the  reft  of  the  deferters  fpeaking  Englifti  likewife,  confirmed  the 
affertion  arid  perfuaded  the  Sepoys. fo  fully,  that  they  omitted  the  ufual 
precaution  of  afking  the  counter  word,  which  would  certainly  have 
j  difcovered  the  ftratagem  :  and  Tent  one  of  their  body  to  condutt  the 
I  ,  enemy  to  the  head  quarters.  They  continued  their  march  through 
a  part  of  the  Morattoe  camp,  without  giving  or  receiving  any  dif- 
j  turbance  until  they  came  to  the  leffer  pagoda.  Here  they  were 
1  challenged  by  the  centinels,  and  by  others  who  were  pofted  in  a 
neighbouring  choultry  to  the  north  of  it,  in  which  captain  Clive  lay 
afleep.  They  returned  the  challenge  by  a  volley  into  each  place,  and 
immediately  entered  the  pagoda,  putting  all  they  met  to  the  fword. 
Captain  Clive  ftarting  out  of  his  fleep,  and  not  conceiving  it  poffible 
that  the  enemy  could  have  advanced  into  the  center  of  his  camp, 
imputed  the  firing  to  his  own  Sepoys,  alarmed  by  feme  attack  at  the 
outskirts :  he  however  ran  to  the  upper  pagoda,  where  the  greateft 
part  of  his  Europeans  were  quartered,  who  having  likewife  taken 
the  alarm,  were  under  arms ;  and  he  immediately  returned  with  200 
of  them  to  the  choultry.  Here  he  now  difcovered  a  large  body  of 
Sepoys  drawn  up  facing  the  foutb,  and  firing  at  random.  Their 
position,  which  looked  towards  the  enemy’s  encampment,  joined 
to  their  confufion,  confirmed  him  in  his  conjefiture  that  they  were 
his  own  troops,  who  had  taken  feme  unnecefiary  alert.  In  this 
fuppohtion  he  drew  up  his  Europeans  within  20  yards  of  their 
rear,  and  then  going  alone  amongft  them,  ordered  the  firing  to 
ceafe,  upbraiding  Tome  with  the  panic  he  fuppoftd  them  to  have 
taken,  aud  even  ftriking  others.  At  length  one  of  the  Sepoys,  who 
underftood  a  little  of  the  French  language,  discovering  that  he  was  an 
8  Englishman, 
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and  wounded  him  in  two  places  with  his 
nlclf  on  the  point  of  being  overpowered,  ran 
la:  captain  Clive,  exafperated  at  this  infolencc'’ 
nagined  to  be  in  his  own  fervice,  followed  him 
>  his  great  iurprizc,  he  was  accofted  by  fix 
prefence  of  mind  did  not  fail  him  in  this  cri- 
efting  to  him  all  that  had  happened,  he  told 
great  compofure,  that  he  was  come  to  offer 


them  terms ;  and  if  they  would  look  out,  they  would  perceive  the 
pagoda  furrounded  by  his  whole  army,  who  were  determined  to  give 
no  quarter  if  any  refiftance  were  made.'  The  firmnefs  with  which 
thefe  words  were  delivered,  made  fuch  an  impreflion,  that  three  of 
the  Frenchmen  ran  into  the  pagoda  to  carry  this  intelligence,  \vhilft 
the  other  three  furrendered  their  arms  to  captain  Clive,  and  followed 
him  towards  the  choultry,  whither  he  haftened,  intending  to  order  the 
Europeans  to  attack  the  body  of'Sepoys,  whom  he  now  firft  knew 
to  be  enemies ;  but  thefe  had  already  difeovered  the  danger  of  their 
fituation,  and  had  marched  out  of  the  reach  of  the  Europeans,  who 
imagining  that  they  did  this  in  obedience  to  captain  Clive’s  orders, 
made  no  motion  to  interrupt  or  attack  them.  Soon  after,  eight 


Frenchmen,  who  had  been  fent  from  the  pagoda  to  reconnoitre,  fell 
in  with  the  Englifh  troops,  and  were  made  prifoners ;  and  thefe,  with 
the  other  three  which  captain  Clive  had  taken,  were  delivered  to  the 
charge  of  a  ferjeant’s  party,  who  not  knowing  in  this  time  of  darknefs 
and  confufion,  that  the  enemy  were  in  poffeffion  of  the  lower  pagoda, 
carried  them  thither ;  and  on  delivering  them  to  the  guard,  found  out 
their  error ;  but  fuch  was  alfo  the  confufion  of  the  French  in  the  pa¬ 
goda,  that  they  fuffered  the  ferjeant  and  his  party  to  return  uumolefted. 
The  reft  of  the  Englilh  troops  had  now  joined  the  others,  and  captain 
Clive  imagining  that  the  enemy  would  never  have  attempted  fo  def- 
perate  an  enterprize  without  fupporting  it  with  their  whole  army, 
deemed  it  abfolutely  neceffary  to  ftorm  the  pagoda  before  the  troops 
wh<3  were  in  it  could  receive  any  affiftance.  One  of  the  two  folding 
doors  of  the  gateway  had  for  fome  time  been  taken  down  to  be  repaired, 
and  the  other  was  ftrongly  ftapled  down,  (o  that  the  remaining  part  of 
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the  entrance  would  admit  only  two  men  abreaft:.  the  Englilh  foldiers  1752, 
^niade  the  attack,  and  continued.it  for  fome  time  with  great  refolution  ; 
hut  the  deferters  within  fought  desperately,  and  killed  an' officer  and  , 
ft  teen  men,  on  which  the  attack  was;ordered  to  ceafe  until  day¬ 
break  ;  and  in  the  mean  time  fitch  a  dilpofitiou  was  made  as  might ' 
prevent  thofe  in  the  pagoda  from  efcaping,  and  at  the  fame  time 
oppofe  any  other  body  which  might  come  to  their  relief.  At  day¬ 
break  the  commanding  officer  of  the  F rench  feeing  the.  clanger  of  his 
Situation,  made  a  fall)'  at  the  head  of  his  men,  who- received  fo  heavy 
a  fire,  that' he  himfelf,  with  twelve  others  who  firft  came  out  of  the 
gateway  were  killed  by  the’volley';  on  which  the  reft  ran  back  into 
the  pagoda.  Captain  Clive'then  advanced  into  the  porch  of  tire  gate 
tp  parly  with  the  enemy,  and  being  weak  with  the  lols  of  blood,  and 
'  fatigue,  flood  with  his  back  to  the  wall  of  the  porch,  and  leaned,  . 
ftooping  forward,  on  the  Shoulders  of  two  ferjeants.  The  officer  of 
the;£ngliffi  deferters  prefented  himfelf  with  great  infolence,  and  tell¬ 
ing  Captain  Clive'  with  abufive  language,  that  he  would  Ihoot  him,, 
fired  his  mufketi  The  ball  miffed  him,  but  went  through  the  bodies 
of  both  the  ferjeants  on' whom  he  was  leaning,  and  they  both  fell 
mortally  wounded.  The  Frenchmen-  had  hitherto  defended  the  pa¬ 
goda  in  compliance  with  the  Englilh  deferters,  but  thinking  it  ne- 
ceffary-to  diSavow  fuch  an  outrage,  which  might  exclude  them  from 
any  pretenfions  to  .quarter,  their  officer  immediately  Surrendered.  By 
this  time  the  body  of  the  enemy’s  Sepoys  had  pafled  out  of  the  camp- 
with  as  little  interruption  as  they  had  entered  it :  but  orders  having 
been  lent  to  the  Morattoes  to  purine  them,  Inuis-Khan  with  all  his 
men  mounted  at  day-break,  and  came  up  with  them  in  the  open  plain 
before  they  gained  the  bank  of  the  Coleroon.  The  Sepoys  no  Sooner 
perceived  them  than  they  flung  away  their  arms,  and  .attempted  to. . 
fave  themfelves  by  difpeffing;  but  the  Morattoes,  who  never  figure 
fo  mulh  as  in  theSe  cruel  exploits,  exerted  themfelves  with  fuch  ac¬ 
tivity,  that,  according  to  their  own  report,  not  a  Angle  man  of  700. 
elcaped  alive  ;  it  is  certain  that  none  of  them  ever  appeared  to  con¬ 
tradict'  this  affci'tibn.  Befides  the;elcapes  already  mentioned,  captain. 

Clive  had  another,  which  was  not  discovered  until,  the  hurry  of  the 
day  was  over,  when  it  was  found  that  the  volley  which  thc.cncmv. 

G  g  '  fired 


The  Was  or  Cobomandel.  Book  Ilf* 

fired  into  the  choultry  where  he  was  fleeping  had  fluttered  a  box 
that  lay  under  his  feet,  and  killed  afervant  who  lay  clofe  to  him. 

Pitchandah  and  Utatoor  were  now  the  only  ports  which  the  enemy 
held  to  the  north  of  the  Coleroon,  but  they  were  in  poffeffion  of 
Coiladdy,  which  commands  the  eaftern  extremity  of  the  ifland;  and 
left  Mr.  Law  fhould  attempt  to  force  his  way  on  this  fide,  major 
Lawrence  detached  Monack-jee  the  general  of  the  Tanjorines  to  take 
it;  and  to  the  fouth  of  the  Caveri,  where  the  enemy  had  no  ports,  a 
line  of  troops  were  difpofed,  which  extended  five  miles  on  each  fide 
■of  the  city  of  Tritchinopoly. 

Monack-jee  on  the  26th  of  April  took  Coilladdy,  and  the  enemy 
loling  here  their  laft  magazine  of  provifions,  became  everyday  more 
and  more  diftrefled  ;  but  the  hopes  of  being  joined  by  Mr.  D’ Auteui! 
kept  up  their  fpirits,  and  prevented  them  from  making  any  attempts 
to  get  out  of  the  ifland  :  he  ftill  remained  at  Utatoor  watching  fome 
opportunity  to  make  his  way  good  to  Seringham :  it  was  therefore 
determined  to  attack  him ;  but  as  the  late  attempt  on  Samiavaram 
Ihewed  the  neceflity  of  keeping  the  army  there  intire,  major  Law¬ 
rence  refolved  to  fend  a  party  from  his  own  divifion  on  this  fervice. 
Accordingly  captain  Dalton  on  the  9th  of  May  crofled  the  rivers  in 
the  night  with  1 50  Europeans,  400  Sepoys,  500  Morattoes,  and  four 
field  pieces,  one  of  them  a  1 2  pounder  ;  and  halting  fome  hours  at 
Samiavaram,  arrived  at  five  the  next  evening  at  a  choultry  within 
two  miles  of  Utatoor,  where  he  intended  to  pafs  the  night,  as  the 
c.oogs  w'ere  much  fatigued.  There  was  at  fome  diftance  in  front 
of  the  choultry  a  village,  v'hich  appearing  a  proper  port  for  an  ad¬ 
vanced  guard,  fome  dragoons  were  fent  to  reconnoitre  it,  who'dif- 
eovered  that  tire  enemy  had  already  taken  pofleffion  of  it;  on  which 
a  party  of  Europeans  and  Sepoys  were  fent  to  diflodge  them  ;  which 
they  effefled  with  fo  much  eafe,  that,  flufhed  with  their  fuccefs,  they 
purfued  the  enemy  beyond  the  village,  until  they  came  in  fight  of  Mr. 
D’Auteuil  marching  out  of  Utatoor,  who,  inftead  of  waiting  to  attack 
with  his  whole  force,  fent  forward  a  party  to  fall  upon  the  Englifh 
whilft  they  W’ere  forming ;  a  ikirmifh  enfued,  and  the  enemy  was  re- 
pulfed ;  but  the  Englifh  officer  being  mortally  wounded,  the  detach- 
2  meat 


Book  nr. 


History  of  the  Carnatic. 

ment  retreated  to  the  village,  where  they  remained,  and  fuftained  the 
fire  of  the  enemy’s  cannon  until  the  reft  of  the  troops  came  up.  It 
was  almoft  dulk,  and  captain  Dalton  concluding  that  -  the  enemy 
might  he  deceived  in  their  opinion  of  his  ftreugth,  and  miftake  it  for 
the  whole  of  captain  Clive’s  force,  ventured  to  divide  his  men  into 
two  bodies,  who  marched  to  attack  each  flank  of  the  enemy’s  line, 
whilft  a  few  Europeans  left  with  the  guns  near  the  village  cannon¬ 
aded  them  in  front.  Mr.  D’Auteuil  no  fooner  perceived  this  dif- 
pofition  than  it  fuggefted  to  him  the  opinion  it  was  intended  to  produce,- 
and  he  retreated  with  great  precipitation,  purfued  within  a  few  yards 
of  the  walls  of  Utatoo'r:  the  Englilh  were  on  the  point  of  getting 
poffeffiou  of  one  of  his  guns,  when  they  were  obliged  to  halt  and 
fqce  about,  to  defend  themfelves  againft  the  enemy’s,  cavalry,  who- 
taking  advantage  of  the  dulk  of  the  evening,  had  made  a  circuit, 
and  appeared  unexpeftedly  in  their  rear.  The  Morattoes  however 
galloping  in,  flung  themfelves  between,  and  the  two  bodies  of  cavalry 
remained  fome  time  firing  carabines  atid  piftols,  until  one  of  the 
Englilh  6  pounders  came  up,  which  after  a  few  fhot  decided  the  coti- 
teft,  and  obliged  the  enemy’s  horfe  to  retreat ;  the  Morattoes  then 
charged  them  fword  in  hand,  and  drove  them  into  the  fort ;  but  not 
without  fuffering  themfelves;  for  feveral  of  them  returned  much 
wounded.  The  Englilh  fired  at  the  fort  from  the  rocks  which  are- 
dole  to  the  walls  until  eight  o’clock,  when  they  retreated  back  to  the 
choultry,  leaving  an  advanced  guard  of  Europeans  at  the  village,  and 
200  Morattoes,  who  promifed  to  patrole  all  night,  and  give  imme¬ 
diate  information  if  the  enemy  Ihould  make  any  motion  to  abandon 
the  fort. 

Mr.  D’Auteuil  continuing  in  his  miftake  concerning  the  force  • 
which  was  come  againft  him,  no  looner  found  that  they  had  returned 
to  the  choultry,  than  he  quitted  the  fort  with  all  his  troops,  and; 
march-fd  away  to  Volcondah,  leaving  behind  in  the  hurry  a  great 
quantity  of  military  ftores  and  ammunition,- as  well  as  refrclhments- 
intended  for  the  officers  of  Mr.  Lajv-’s  army.  The  Morattoes  per¬ 
formed  the  dflty  they  had  undertaken  with  fo  little  vigilance,  that 
captain  Daltoji  did  not  hear  of  the  enemies  retreat  until  two  in  the 
I  Gg2  ,  morning. 
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morning,  when  it  was  too  kite  to  purfue  them  :  he,  however,  marched 
to  the  fort,  and  took  poffellion  of  the  ftorcs  which  the  enemy  had 
J eft  in  it;  '  ' 

Mr.  Law  received  no  intelligence  of  captain  Dalton’s  march  acrofs 
the  rivers;  but  the  next  morning  difeovering  from  the  fpire  of  Se- 
ringham,  the  detachment  proceeding  from  Samiavaram  towards  Uta- 
toor,  imagined  it  to  be  a  part  of  captain  Clive’s  army  ;  and  on  this 
fuppofition  crofted  the  Coleroon  with  all  his  Europeans  and  Sepoys, 
and  a  large  body  of  cavalry.  Captain  Clive  immediately  marched  to 
meet  him  with  all  his  troops,  excepting  the  guards  neceflary  to  defend 
the  approaches  to  His  camp,  and  came  in  fight  of  the  enemy  juft  as 
their  rear  had  crolied  the  river.  Mr.  Law,  ftartled  at  the  appearance 
of  a  force  which  fo  much  exceeded  his  expeftation,  halted  and  formed 
his  line  in  a  ftrong  fituation  along  the  bank  of  the  river.  Both 
armies  remained  in  order  of  battle  until  evening,  each  having  ad¬ 
vantages  which  the  other  refpe&ed  too  much  to  venture  to  attack. 
Some  fkirtnilhes  puffed  -between  the  advanced  Sepoys,  and  in  the 
night  the  French  re-crofted  the  river. 

Captain  Dalton  remained  two  days  at  Utatoor,  when  he  received 
orders  to  rejoin  major  Lawrence  ;  but  by  this  time  the  Coleroon 
was  fo  much  fwelled  as  to  be  impaflable,  and  the  troops  at  Samia- 
varain  were  preparing  to  avail  themfelves  of  this  opportunity  to 
attack  the  enemy’s  poft  of  Pitchandah,  which  could  receive  no  fuc- 
cours  from  .the  ifland  till  the  waters  fubfided  :  he  therefore,  to  forward 
this  Cfervice,  put  his  detachment  under  captain  Clive’s  command ; 
and  to  prevent  the  difputes  which  might  arife  from  the  fuperiority  of 
his  rank,  relolved  to  aft  himfelf  as  a  volunteer.  On  the  14th  at 
■  night  the  army  moved  clown  to  the  river-fide. 

There  runs  aloyg  the  northern  bank  of  the  Coleroon,  from  Pitchan¬ 
dah.  to  the  ground  .oppolite  .the  great  pagoda  of  Seringham,  a  large 
mound  of  earth  50  .feet  broad  at  the  top,  thrown  up  by  the  people  of 
the  country  to  refift  the  current  of  the  river,  which  in  this  part  fets 
ftrongly  from  the  oppolite  fhore  whenever  the  waters  rife.  The 
enemy’s  camp  on  the  ifland  lay  oppolite  and  within  qannon-fhot  of 
this  mound;  it  was  therefore  determined  to  employ  the  artillery 
.againft  them,  until  the  battery  againft  Pitchandah  could  be  finilhed. 

Every 
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Every  common  foldier  in  an  Indian  army  is  accompanied  either  by 
a  wife  or  a  concubine ;  the  officers  have  leveral,  and  the  generals 
whole  feraglio’s:  beiides  thefe  the  army  is  encumbered  by  a  number 
of  attendants  and  fervants  exceeding  that  of  the  fighting  men  ;  and 
to  fupply  the  various  wants'of  this  enervated  multitude,  dealers,  ped¬ 
lars,  and  retailers  of  all  forts,  follow  the  camp ;  to  whom  a  feparate 
quarter  is  allotted,  in  which  they  daily  exhibit  their  different  com¬ 
modities  in  greater,  quantities  and  with  more  regularity  than  in  any 
fair  in  Europe  ;  all  of  them  fitting  on  the  ground  in  a  line  with  their 
merchandises  expofed  before,  them,  and  ftieltered  from  the  fun  by  a 
mat  fupported  by  flicks.  .. 

The  next  morning,  the  1 5th,  at  fun-rife,  fix  pieces  of  cannon  began 
to  fire  upon  the  camp  from  embrafures  cut  through  the  top  of  the 
mound,  which  fheltered  them  from  the  guns  of  Pitchandah.  This  un- ' 
.  expeiled  annoyance  foon  created  the  greateft  confufion  :  the  enemy 
began  immediately  to  ftrike  their  tents,  and  every  one  to  remove  every 
thing  that  was  either,  valuable  or  dear  to  him  :  elephants,  camels, 
oxen  and  liorfes,  mingled  with  men,  women  and  children  affrighted 
and  making  lamentable  outcries  at  the  deftruftion  which  fell  around 
them,  prefled  to  get  out  of  ■  the  reach  of  it  in  filch  a  hurry  as  only 
-  ferved  to  retard  their  flight :  however,-  in  two  horns  not-a  tent  was 
{landing.  The  crowd  firft  moved  between  the  pagodas  6f  Seringbam 
and  jumbakiftna,  towards  the  bank  of  the  Caveri,  and  from  this  fide 
they  were  fired  on  by  the  guns  of  Tritchinopoly :  they  then  hurried  to 
the  eaflward  of  Jumbakiftna,  where  finding  themfelves  out  of  the 
reach  of  danger,  they  began  to  fet  up  their  tents  again.  The  garrifon 
of  Pitchandah  attempted  to  interrupt  the  cannonade ;  and  finding  that 
their  artillery  had  no  effedl  to  dilmount  the  Englilh  guns  covered  by 
the  mound,  they  made  a  tally  to  feize  them,  but  had  not  proceeded  far 
before  they  received  the  fire  of  a  detachment,  which  captain  Clive 
had faken  the  precaution  to  poft  in  the  way  they' were  coming  ;  and 
this  inftantly  drove  them  back  again,  not  without  fome  lots. 

During  the  reft  of  the  day,  the  Englifh  troops  were  employed  in 
crafting  thy  battery  in  a  ruined  village,  about  300  Yards  to  the  north 
of  Pitcbarjdah.  The  pagoda,  like  moil  others  on  the  coaft  of  Co¬ 
romandel,  jis.  a  fquarc,  of  which  the  gateways  projecting  beyond  the 
j  “  walls, 
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walls,  fiat*  the  angles  :  the  French  had  70  Europeans,  300  Sepoys* 
and  three  pieces  of  cannon  in  the  place.  The  attack  began  the  ’n»v» 
morning  at  day-break,  from  two  pieces  of  battering  cannon,  which 
fired  from  embrafures  cut  through  the  wall  of  a  brick  houfe  ;  the 
fhock  loon  brought  down  the  wall,  and  left  the  artillery-men  for 
fome  time  expofed  ;  but  a  large  body  of  Sepoys  being  ordered  to  keep 
a  conflant  fire  on  the  parapet,  the  enemy  were  very  cautious  its 
making  ufe  either  of  their  fmall  arms  or  cannon.  Some  time  after 
one  of  the  Englilh  guns  burft,  and  killed  three  Europeans,  and 
wounded  captain  Dalton  ;  the  breach  neverthelefs  was  made  pradli- 
cable  by  four  in  the  afternoon,  when  it  was  determined  to  ftorm  the 
breach  and  efcalade  the  walls  at  the  fame  time.  The  enemy  feeing 
the  preparations  for  the  affault,  were  difcouraged,  and  beat  the 
chamade.  The  Sepoys  miftaking  this  fignal  of  furrender  for  a  de¬ 
fiance,  fired  a  volley,  which  killed  the  drummer,  and  then  giving  a 
Ihout,  ran  to  plant  the  colours  on  the  breach.  This  motion  was  fo 
rapid  and  unexpended,  that  they  got  to  the  top  of  it  before  any  of  the 
Englilh  officers  were  able  to  come  up  and  inform  them  of  their  mif- 
take,  which  they  were  unluckily  confirmed  in  by  the  behaviour  of 
fome  of  the  garrifon,  who  drew  up  as  fall  as  they  could  to  defend 
themfelves.  A  body  of  Europeans  immediately  marched  after  them, 
with  orders  to  reprefs  their  violences,  even  by  firing  upon  them,  if 
neceffary  :  but  they  did  not  arrive  before  the  Sepoys  had  killed  leveral 
of  the  garrifon,  and  ftruck  fuch  a  terror  that  x  5  Frenchmen  jumped 
over  the  walls  into  the  Coleroon,  where  they  were  drowned.  The 
-eft  furrendered ,  to  the  Europeans,  whofe  prefence  preferved  them 
from  another  rifque  equal  to  that  which  they  had  juft  efcaped  ;  for 
the  Morattoes,  feeing  the  Sepoys  in  motion,  imagined  that  they  would 
carry  off  all  the  plunder  of  the  place  ;  and  refolving  to  have  a  lhare 
of  it  themfelves,  they  mounted  and  galloped  up  fword  in  hand  to  the 
breach :  and  feveral  of  them  even  rode  up  to  the  top  of  it.  yThe 
enemy’s  army  on  the  ifland  were  fpefilators  of  the  whole  attack,  and 
fired,  to  very  little  effefil,  a  great  number  of  random  ftiot  at  the  village 
in  which  the  Englifh  were  polled.  |. 

By  the  reduction  of  Pitchandah,  the  enemy’s  communications  with 
the  country  to  the  north  of  the  Coleroon  were  intirely  cut  o(F,  and  their 
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Indian  camp  became  again  expofed  to  a  cannonade.  The  drea<Tof 
t  this,  and  of  the  many  other  diftreffes  which  Straitened  the  army  more 
clofely  every  day,  determined  the  greateft  part  of  Chunda-faheb’s 
officers  to  quit,  his  fervice ;  and  they  went  in  a  body  ancl  informed 
him  of  this  resolution:  He  heard  it  with  great  temper,  and  inftead 
of  reproaching  them  for  defertinghim,  faid,  that  if  they  had  not  pre¬ 
vented  him,  he  Should  of  himfelf  have  propofed  what  they  defired ; 
that  although  he  was  not  able  to  difcharge  the  whole  of  their  arrears, 
they  might  be  allured  he  would  pundlually  acquit  himfelf  of  all  his 
obligations  whenfoever  his  better  fortune  Should  return ;  and,  as  a 
proof  of  his  Sincerity,  he  offered  to  deliver  up  to  them  the  greateft  part 
of  his  elejfliants,  camels,  horfes,  and  other  military  effedls,  which  they 
received  at  a  valuation  in  part  of  what  he  was  indebted  to  them. 

The  next  day  thefe  officers  fent  meffengers  to  the  confederates, 
fome  offering' to  take  fervice,  others  defiring  to  pafs  through  their 
polls :  but  the  Indian  allies,  who  had  for  fome  time  regarded  the 
whole  of  the  enemy’s  baggage  as  a  booty  which  could  not  efcape 
them,  hefitated  to  comply  with  their  re  quell ;  and  the  Morattoes 
particularly,  who  fcarcely  rate  the  life  of  a  man  at  the  value  of  his 
turban,  were  averfe  to  the  granting  of  any  terms  which  might  hinder 
them  from  exerting  their  fabres  to  get  the  Spoil,  being  perSuaded 
that,  if  hostilities  were  canted  on  to  extremity,  their  activity  would 
acquire  much  the  larger  Share  of  it.  The  English  frustrated  thefe 
cruel  intentions,  by  determining  to  give  their  own  paffports,  if  the 
reft  of  the  allies  perfifted  in  refusing  ;  upon  which  they  contented  to 
give  theirs  likewife. 

Accordingly  flags  were  planted  on  the  banks  of  the  Caveri  and 
Coleroon,  as  a  Signal  to  the  enemy’s  troops  that  they  might  pafs  over 
in  fecurity.  Two  thoufand  of  Chunda-faheb’s  belt  horfe,  and  1500 
Sepoys,  joined  captain  Clive  at  Samiavaram  ;  others  went  to  the  My- 
Sorea/s  ;  very  few  to  the  Nabob:  the  troops  of  Morawar  and- Madura, 
and  other  independent  bodies,  returned  into’ their  own  countries.  On 
the  4th  day  not  a  tent  was  Standing  in  the  ifland  ;  and  there  remained 
with  Chuntja-faheb  no  more  than.  2000  horfe  and  3000  foot,  who 
:  rook 
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took  flielter  in  the  pagoda  of  Seringham  :  amongft  the  foot  Were 
1000  Rajpoots,  who,  from  a  motive  of  religion,  undertook  to  defend  _ 
the  inward  temples  againft  all  intruders.  The  French  battalion* 
with  2000  Sepoys,  ihut  themfelvcs  up'in  Jumbakiftna,  giving  out* 
as  is  the  cuftom  of  that  nation,  that  they  intended  to  defendthem- 
felves  to  the  laft  extremity.  They  preferred  this  to  the  other  pagoda*, 
becaufe  its  outward  wall  was  in  a  better  condition,  and  its  fmaller 
extent  better  proportioned  to  the  number  of  their  troops. 

The  artillery  of  Tritchinopoly  and  the  allied  army  furnilhing  no- 
more  than  three  pieces  of  battering  cannon*  a- train,  was  ordered 
from  Devi-  Cotah;  and  to  lofs  no  opportunity  of  increafing  the 
enemy’s  diftreffes  before  it  arrived,  major  Latvrence  on  the  i  Sth  of 
May,  the  fame  -day  that  the-  French-  withdrew  into  the  pagoda* 
quitted  his  poft  at  Chuckly-pcllam,  and  encamping  oppofite  to  it 
on  the  ifland,  immediately  threw  up  an  entrenchment  from  one 
river  to  the  other  :  at  the  fame  time  Monack-jee  with  the  Tan- 
jorines  moving  from  the  eaftward,  took  poffeffion  of  Chuckly-pol- 
lam ;  and  the  army  at  Samiavaram  quitting  that  poll,  encamped 
along  the  northern  hank  of  the  Coleroon..  The  Myforeans  re¬ 
mained,  as  before,  to  the  weft  of  the  city- 

But  although  the  obftacles  which  now  furrounded  the  enemy  were 
difficult  to  be  overcome,  they  were  not  abfolutely  infurmountable.  The. 
troops  in'Jumbakiftna  outnumbered  thofe  in  the  major’s  camp  two  to 
one,  and  both  the  rivers  fwelling  often  at  this  feafbn  of  the  year, 
V’jvLaw  might  force  his  way  through  it  before  any  fuccours  could 
come  from  the  main  land :  if  fuccefsful  in  this  attempt,  he  might,  as 
foon  as  the  livers  began  to  fall,  crofs  the  Caveri  at  fome  pafs  farther,  to 
the  eaftward,  before  captain  Clive’s  divifion  would  be  able  to  pafs  the 
Coleroon,  as  this  being  the  deeper  channel,  does  n.ot  become  fordable 
again  fo  foon  as  the  other  ::  he  might  then  by  hafty  marches  make  his 
way  good  to  Karical,.  haraffed  indeed  hi  his  rout  by  Myforearfc  and 
Morattoes,  who,  unfupported  by  the  Englilh  troops,  would  probably 
make  few  vigorous  efforts  againft  a  compaft  body  of  European  infantry 
provided  with  a  well-appointed  train  of  artillery :  but  fudh  a  plan  im¬ 
plied  an  option  of  difficulties  not  to  be  expedted  from  troops  dilpirited 
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bv  ill.fuccefs,  and  commanded  bv  officers  of  no  ereat  talents :  nor 
docs  it  appear  that  the  French  ever  entertained  ar.v  tnonvhls  of  carry¬ 
ing  it  into  execution.  They  flattered  tnemteives  m  their  irrefohite 
■councils,  that  Mr.  D’Auteuil  would  masts  ins  wav  wood  into  the 
ifland,  notwithftanding  this  attei  too  co  o  e  'T"c  t 
than  ever ;  and  they  hoped,  wit  1  e  <r  t 

protradt  the  defence  of  the  pagod  to  i  1  e  1  1  ic 

flaps  were  e'xpeifed  at  Pondicher  c  1  o  cem  t 

of  troops  from  France;  however,  ror  lear  of  tne  worll.  Ivir.  Law  rie. 
terrnined  to  take  fuch  meafures  as  ne  tnonght  would  place  the  perton 
of  Chunda-faheb  out  of  danger. 

Deferters  informing  the  Englifh  how  much  the  enemy’s  future 
yefolutions  depended  on  the  arrival  of  Mr.  D’Auteuil’s  convoy,  it 
was  determined  to  make  another  attempt  againft  that  reinforcement ; 
but-as  it  -was  reported  that  they  were  in  poffeffion  of  all  the  forti¬ 
fications  at  Voi-condah,  it  was  thought  necefiary,.if  poffible,  to  bring 
the  governor  over  to  the  Nabob’s  intereft.  A  letter  was  written  to 
him  full  of  promifes :  the  man  changing  tides  with  fortune,  anfwered, 
that,  although  he  had  permitted  Mr.  D’Auteuil  to  take  up  his  quar¬ 
ters  in  the  pettah,  he  had  not  fuftered  him  to  take  poffeffion  either  of 
the  ftone  fort,  or  the  fortifications  of  the  rock ;  and  that  if  any 
troops  were  fent  to  attack  the  French,  he  would  affift  to  deftroy, 
them.  About  the  fame  .time  Mr.  D’Auteuil,  prefled  by  the  repeated 
follicitations  of  Mr.  Lavv,  quitted  Vol-condah,  and  to  conceal  feme 
ether  plan  gave  out  that  he  intended  to  retake  the  fort  of  Utatoor, 
Such  an  opportunity  of  attacking  him  was  more  to  he  relied  on  than 
the  promiles  of  the  governor,  and  captain  Clive  marched  againft  him 
without  delay. 

He  left  a  ftrong  garrifon  in  Pitchandah,  and  in  his-camp  a  num¬ 
ber  of  troops  fufficient  by  well  contrived  difpofitions,  to  prevent  Mr. 
LaWjfrom  fulpecting  the  abfence  of  the  force  he  took  with  him, 
which  confided  of  ioo  Europeans,  looo  Sepoys,  and  2000  Morattoe 
boric,  with  fix  field  pieces.  They  let  out  on  the  ayth  of  Mav  iii 
the  evening,  and  arrived  before  morning  at  Utatnpr,  where  they  flint 
themlelves  up  in  the  fort  all  that  day  and  the  enfuing  nisht,  in  hopes 
II  h  ~  that 
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1752.  that  Mr.  D’Auteuil  would  inadvertently  come  near  enough  to  give 
them  an  opportunity  of  falling  upon  him  on  the  plain  before  he  could 
regain  Vol-condah,  He  did  indeed  advance  within  feven  miles  of 
Utatoor;  but  either  from  fome  rumour,  or  fufpicion,  his  courage 
failed  him  on  a  Hidden,,  and  he  took  the  refolution  of  returning  in 
great  hafte  to  the  place  from  whence  he  came.  Captain-  Clive  was. 
no  looner  informed,  of  his  retreat  than  he  fet  out  in  purfuit  of  him,, 
and.  early  in  the  morning  fent  the  Morattoes  before,  inftrudting 
them  to  keep  their  main  body  out  of  fight,  and  to  endeavour  to. 
harrafs  and  retard  the  enemy’s  march-  with  fmall  parties,  fuch  as 
might  be  miftaken  for  detachments  fent  only  in  quell  of  plunder,  and. 
prevent  them  from  fuljsedting  any  thing  more.,  Some  oT  them  came 
up  with  the  enemy  in  the  afternoon,  within  a  league  of  Vol-condahj. 
and  amufed  Mr..  D’Auteuil  lo  well,,  that  he,  hoping  to  entice  them 
within  reach  of  his  lire,  wafted  fome  time  in  making  evolutions;  but 
greater  numbers  coming  in  fight,  he  began-  to  fulpedt  the  firatagem,. 
and  forming  his  men  in  a-  column  with  two  field  pieces  in  front,  re¬ 
treated.  By  this  time  the  .whole  body  of  Morattoes  came  up  and  ho¬ 
vered  round  him  until  he  reached  Vol-condah,  where  he  drew  up- 
between  the  mud  wall  of  the  pettah  and  the  river  Valarru,  which, 
was  almoft  dry.  Soon  after  the  Sepoys,  who  formed  the  van  of  the 
.Englilh  column,  appeared' outmarching  the  Europeans  at  a  great, 
rate  ;  600  of  them  had,  in  the  enemy’s  fervice,  ftormed  the  breaches, 
at  the  affault  of  Arcot,  and  having  fince  that  time  been  employed  in- 
..he  fyiglilh  fervice  in  feveral-  adlions  under  the  command  of  captain. 
Clive-,  entertained  ho  fmall  opinion  of  their  own  prowefs  when 
jfupported  by  a  body  of  Europeans..  Thefe  men  no  foone'r  came 
within  cannon-fhot  of  the  enemy,,  than  they  ran  precipitately  to- 
attack  them,  without  regarding  any  order.  They  received  the  fire 
of  the  enemy’s  cannon,  and  mulketry,  which  killed  many  of  them,, 
but  did  not  check  the  reft  from  rulhing  on  to  the  palh  of  bajMnet. 
The  Morattoes,  animated  by  fuch  an  example,  galloped  acrofs  the 
1  river,  and  charging  the  flanks,  increafed  the-  confufion,  which  the 
Sepoys  had  made  in  the  center.  The  attack  was  tool  general  and 
impetuous  to  be  long  refilled,  and  the  enemy  retired  hallily  through 
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the  barrier  into  the  pettab,  where  they  began  to  make  refiftance  again 
by  firing  over  the  mud  wall.  By  this  time  the  Europeans  came  up, 
and  aflauiting  the  barrier,  foon  forced  their  Way  ami  put  the  enemy 
to  flight  a  fecond  time,  who  now  ran  to  take  fhelter  in  the  flone  fort, 
where  the  governor,  according  to  his  promife,  fliut  the  .gate ;  but 
fomc  of  them  getting  over  the  walls  with  foiling  ladders,  in  an-  un¬ 
guarded  part,  opened  the  gate,  in  fpite  of  the  garrifon,  and  let  in 
their  fellow  fugitives.  This  paffed  whilft  the  Englifh  troops,  cau¬ 
tious  of  difperfmg  in  a  place  they'  were  not  acquainted  with,  were 
forming  to  follow  them  in  order,  and  foon  after  the  field  pieces  began 
to  fire  upon  the  gate,  whilft  the  mufketry  ’juder' fhelter  of  thehoufes 
deterred  the  enemy  from  appearing  on- the  ramparts.  Mr.  D’Anteuil 
therefore,  as  the  laft  refource,  attempted  to  get  into  the  fortifications 
of  the  adjacent  rock ;  but  the  governor,  who  was  there  in  perfon, 
feat  him  word,  that  if  he  perfifted  in  ufing  any  violence  he  would 
fire  into  the  fort.  In  this  perplexity,  which  the  night  increafed,  he’ 
confulted  his  officers,  who  unanimoufly  agreed  to  Surrender.  The 
white  flag  was  hung  out,  and  the  terms  were  foon  fettled.  It  was 
agreed,  that  the  deferters  fhould  be  -pardoned,  that  the  French  com- 
miffioned  officers  fhould  not  ferve  againft  the  Nabob  for  12  months,  ’ 
and  the  private  men  remain  prifoners  of  war  at  his  diferetion.  The 
whole,  party  confifted  of  100  Europeans,  of  which  35- were  Englifh 
deferters,  400  Sepoys,  and  340  horfe.  Their  artillery  was  only  three 
pieces  of  cannon,  but  there  was  found  in  the  peltah  three  large 
magazines,  which,  befides  a  variety  of  other  military  ftores,  .con¬ 
tained  800  barrels -of  gun-powder  and  3000  mufkets.  It  was  known 
that  Mr  D’Auteuil  had  with  him  a  large  fum  of  money,  but  he  Ac¬ 
creted  great  part  of  it  amongft  his  own  baggage,  which  he  was  per¬ 
mitted  to  carry  away  without  examination  :  the  troops  on  both  tides 
embezzled  part  of- the  remainder:  fo  that  only  50,000  rupees  were 
reguhyiy  taken  poffetfion  of  for  the  ufe  of  the  captors  ;  whole  booty, 
exclufive  of  the  military  fibres,  which  were  referved  for  the  Company, 
amounted  to  10,000  pounds  fielding  :  the  horfemcn  and  Sepoys  were, 
as  ufual,  difarmed  and  fet  at  liberty,  and  captain  Clive  returned  to  his 
camp  with  the  reft  of  the  prifoners. 
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The  French  at  Jumbakirtna  were  apprized  of  the  march  of  the 
iioops  to  intercept  Mr.  DYnitcuil,  and  had  before  received  from 
him  fuch.a  defeription  of  the  difficulties  which  obftru&ed  hispaflage 
as  defTroyecl  the  hopes  they  had  too  fondlyentertained  of  this  resource ; 
u:cu  piuiiuuus  hkewife  began  to  fail.  The  ftraits  to  which  they 
were  reduced  had  for  fome  time  been  forefeen  by  Chunda-faheb,  and 
lie  had  often  reprefented  to  Mr.  Law  the  necefiity  of  making  a 
r  igOiOiis  eitoit  to  extricate  themfelves ;  but  finding  that  his  remon- 
Luaices  were  not  heeded,  the  ufual  fteadinefs  of  his  mind  began  to 
j.:.l  Dus,  and  he  gave  way  to  art  anxiety,  which  increafing  with  the 
of  his  diifrfefles,  greatly  impaired  his  health.  At  the  fame 
Ur.  Law  WuS  not  a  little  follicitous  about  the  fijfetv  of  a  perfon 
or  men  great  importance,  whom  his  own  irrefolute  conduct  had 
brought  into  the  dangers  which  now  furroi’hded  him.  He  thought, 
and  perhaps  jnftly,  that  if  Chunda-faheb fhouk!  beobligcd  tofurrender, 
the  Nabob  would  never  agree  to  fpare  the  life  of  hisrival ;  and  from  the 
prejudices  of  national  animofity,  he  concluded  that  if  the  Englifh  got 
him  into  their  power,  they  would  not  with-hoid  him  from  the 
Nabob’s  refentment :  he  therefore  fuggefted  to  his  ally  the  necefiity 
‘of  attempting  to  make  his  efcape,  by  bribing  fome  chief  of  the  con¬ 
federate  army  to  permit  him  to  pafs  through  his  quarters.  Chunda- 
faheb,  (enfible  of  his  defperate  fituation,  confented  to  try  this  defperate 
remedy,  forced  by  the  ieverity  of  his  fate  to  make  an  option  on  which 
his  life' depended,'  when  every  choice  prefented  almoft  equal  danger. 
'Phe  .Nabob  was  out  of  the  queftion  ;  the  Myforeans  he  knew  would 
make  ufe  of  him  as  a  means  to  oblige  the  Nabob  to  fulfil  the  agree¬ 
ments  he  had  made  with  them,  and  the  Morattoes  would  fell  him  to 
the  higheft  bidder  of  the  two  :  the  Polvgars  were  not  flrong  enough, 
nor  were  their  troops  fituated  conveniently  to  favour  his  efcape. 
There  remained  the  Tanjorines ;  thefe  had  formerly  received  in¬ 
juries  from  Chunda-faheb,  and  more  lately  had  feen  their Vpital 
befieo-ed  by  him ;  fo  that  had  their  troops  been  commandea-by  the 
kino-in  perfon,  it  would  have  been  as  abfurd  to  repofe  a  confidence  in 
them  alia  any  other  of  the  allies ;  but  it  was  known  that  their  ge¬ 
neral  Monack-jee  was  at  open  variance  with  the  prime  xninifteiy 
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w.ho  tyid  on  all  occafions  prevented  the  king  from  diftinguilhing  him 
with  thofe  marks  of  gratitude  his  military  Icrvices  deferved.  It  was 
therefore  thought  not  imprafticable  to  feparate  the  interefts  of  the 
general  from  thofe  of  his  fovereign  ;  and  this  feeble  glimmering-ray 
of  hope  was  followed,  only  becnufe  no  other  prefented  itlelf. 

Monack-jec  received  the  overture,-  and  carried  on  the  correlpon- 
dence  with  fo  much  addrefs  and  feeming  complacence,  as  induced 
Mr.  Law  and  Chunda-faheb  to  think  they  had  gained  him  over  to 
their  intereft :  a  large  fum  of  money  was  paid,  and  much  more,  with 
every  other  advantage  he  thought  proper  to  ftipulate,  promifed  :  but 
the  hour  Chunda-faheb  was  to  deliver  himfelf  into  his  hands  was 
not  fixed,  when  on  the  31ft  of  .  May  the  battering  cannon  arrived 
from  Devi  Cotab,  and  Mr.  Law  received  a  fummons  to  furrender  at 
dilcretion.  Monack-jee  now  adling  as  a  friend,  lent  at  the  fame 
time  a  mefiage  advifiiig  Chunda-faheb  to  come  over  to  him  that  very 
night,  litice,  if  he  delayed  to  make  his  efcape  before  the  Englilh  ad¬ 
vanced  nearer  the  pagodas,  which  they  were  preparing  to  batter,  his 
paflage  to  Chuckly-pollam,  would  afterwards  be  fubjeft  to  infinite 
lifques. 

In  order  therefore  to  prevent  the  Englilh  from  taking  any  fuf- 
picions  of  this  important  refolution  before  it  was  carried  into  effed!, 
Mr.  Law,  not  unfagacioufly,  made  ufe  of  the  higheft  Ipirit  of  rodo¬ 
montade  in  his  anfwer  to  major  Lawrence.  He  talked  of  defending 
the  pagoda  until  the  laft  extremity,  unlefs  he  was  permitted  to  march 
away  with  all  the  troops  under  his  command  wherever  he  pleafed  ; 
inlifting  likewife, -that  no  fcarch  Ihould  be  made  after  any  perlon 
under  his  colours.  On  thefc  conditions  he  was  willing  to  deliver  up 
one  half  of  his  artillery. 

As  foon  as  it  was  night,  Mr.  Law  himfelf  repaired  privately  to 
Monack-jee’s  quarters,  where,  among!!  .other  precautions,  he  de- 
mained,  that  a  confiderable  hoftage  Ihould  be  delivered  before 
Chunda-faheb  pat  himfelf  into  Monack-jee’s  power.  To  this  the 
Tanjorine  anfwcrcd  with  great  calmnefs,  that  if  any  intentions  of 
treachery  were  entertained,  no  hoftage  would  be  a  check  to  them ; 
and  that  by  giving  one,  the  fecrct  would  be  divulged,  and  the  cfcape 
rendered  impracticable,  lie,  however,  took  an  oath,  the  moil- 
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1752.  facred  of  all  to  an  Indian  foldier,  on  his  fabre  and  poniard,  willing 
1  *  1  they  might  be  turned  to  his  own  deltruftion  if  he  failed  in  his  en¬ 
gagements,  which  were  to  fend  away  Chunda-faheb  as  foon  as  he  came 
into  his  quarters,  with  an  efcort  of  horfe,  to  the  French  fettlementof 
Karical.  At  the  fame  time  a  Tanjorine  officer  affured  Mr.  Law  that 
he  was  appointed  to  command  the  efcort,  and  fhewed  the  pallankin 
and  other  preparations  which  were  intended  for  the  journey.  Mr. 
Law  and  the  officer  then  repaired  to  a  choultry,  were  Chunda-faheb 
himfelf,  with  a  few  attendants,  waited  the  relult  of  the  conference. 
As  foon  as  he  had  heard  it  related,  he  proceeded  with  the  Tanjorine 
to  Monack-jee’s  quarters,  where,  inftead  of  the  efcort  he  expedited, 
he  was  met  by  a  gear'd  patroling  for  him,  who  carried  him  with 
violence  into  a  tent,  where  they  immediately  put  him  into  irons.  , 

Tire  news  was  inftantly  communicated  to  the  Nabob,  the  Mylo- 
rean  and  Morattoe,  and  kept  them  up  all  night  debating  on  the  fate 
of  the  prifoner.  The  next  morning  they  repaired  together  with  Mo- 
nack-jee  to  major  Lawrence’s  tent,  in  whofe  prelence  they  held  a 
council.  Each  of  them  infilled  that  Chunda-faheb  ought  to  be  de¬ 
livered  to  himfelf,  fupporting  the  demand  with  the  luperior  im¬ 
portance  each  thought  he  bore  in  the  general  cftufe  ;  but  Monack- 
jee  firmly  refufed  to  give  his  prize  out  of  his  own  hands.  The 
major  had  hitherto  remained  filent,  but  finding  that  the  difiention  was 
irreconcileable,  propofed  that  the  Engliffi  Ihould  have  the  care  of  him, 
and  keep  him  in  one  of  their  fettlements.  They  were  all  of  them 
nverfe  to  this  lcheme,  and  broke  up  the  conference  without  coming  to 
any  resolution  :  the  three  competitors  in  high  indignation  againft  one 
another,  and  againll  Monack-jee,  who  had  moreover  the  mortification 
offeeing  that  the  treachery  lie  had  committed  was  fo  far  from  being 
acknowledged  as  a  fervice  rendered  to  the  general  caufe,  that  the  My- 
forean,  the  Morattoe,  and  perhaps  the  Nabob  himfelf,  wilhed  in  the 
bottom  of  their  hearts  that  Chunda-faheb  had  not  been  taken, ‘Since 
they  had  not  the  difpofal  of  him  in  their  own  power. 

Immediately  after  the  conference,  major  Lawrence  fent  another 
fummons  to  Mr.  Law,  more  peremptory  than  the  former  :  for  a  de- 
cifive  anfwer  was  demanded  before  noon  the  next  day ;  after  which 

his 
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his  flags  'of  truce  would  be  fired  upon ;  and  if  the  batteries  once  3752'. 
(began  to  play,  it  was  declared  that  every  man  in  the  pagoda  fhould  ^r"' 
be  put  to  the  fword. 

He  had  already  been  informed  of  the  fate  of  his  ally,  and  had  heard 
a  rumour  of  the  defeat  at  Vol-condab,  but  this  he  did  not  intirely 
give  credit  to ;  when  convinced  of  it  by  the  report  of  one  of  his  own 
officers  who  had  feen  Mr.  D’Auteuil  in  the  Englifh  camp,  he  defired 
a  perlbnal  conference  with  major  Lawrence,  which,  after  feveral 
meflages,  was  agreed  to  be  held  the  next  dav. 

He  began,  by  afferting  that  the  peace  which  exifted  between  the 
-  two  crowns,  entitled  him  to  expeft  from  the  Englith  every  mark  of'  . 
confideration  for  the  French  troops,  fince  they  were  now  left  un- 
c»nne£ted  with  any  powers  contending  in  the  Carnatic,  by  the  dif- 
'  perfion  of  Chunda-faheb’s  army,  and  the'imprifonment  of  its  leader ;. 
he  therefore  expedted  that  the  Englith-, would,  inftead  of  adting  as 
enemies,  contribute  as  allies  to  facilitate  the  retreat  of  his  arm)'  into- 
the  French  fettlements.-  Major  Lawrence  replied,  that  he  adted  in. 
the  conference  only  as  the  interpreter  of  the  Nabob’s  intentions,, 
with  whom  the  Englith  were  in  clofe  alliance  ;  and  as  a  juftification 
of  the  Nabob’s  condudi,  produced  a  letter  in  which  Mr.  Dupleix 
had  declared  that  he  would  never  ceate  to  purfue  him.  whilft  a  tingle 
Frenchman  remained  in  India. 

After  feveral  other  altercations,  which  produced  little  change  in- 
the  terms  firft  propofed,  the  capitulation  was  figned.  It  was  agreed 
that  the  pagoda pf  Jumbakiftna  fhould  be  delivered  up,  with  all  the 
guns,  ftores,  and  ammunition  ;  that  the  officers  fhould  give  their 
parole  not  to  ferve  againft  the  Nabob  or  his  allies ;  that  the  private 
men  of  tire  battalion,  Europeans,  Coffrees  and  Topafles,  fhould  re¬ 
main  prifoners;  and  that  the  deferters  fhould  be  pardoned. 

The  troops  with  captain  Clive  were  then  ordered  to  rejoin  the 
major’/divifiou,  and  the  next  morning,  before  break  of  dav,  captain 
Dalton  marched  with  250  chofen  men,  who  halted,  beating  their 
drums  at  an  abandoned  out- port  within  piftol-fhot  of  the  walls  of 
Jumbakiftna,  w.hilft  the  major  remained  not  far  off  with  the  reft  of 
the  troops,  drawn  up  ready  to  prevent  the  effect  of  any  treachery 
'  '  .  but 
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but  none  was  intended  :  for  Mr.  Law  foon  came  out  with  fome  of 
his  officers,  and  cond'uflcd  the  detachment  into  the  pagoda,  where, 
they  formed  w  ith  tneir  backs  to  the  gate,  oppefite  to  the  French 
troops,  who  immediately  flung  down  their  arms  in  a  heap,  and  fur- 
rendered  prifoners.  The  whole  confifted  of  35  commiffion  officers, 
725  battalion  men  bearing  arms,  betides  60  tick  and  wounded  in  the 
hofpital,  and  2000  Sepoys  :  their  artillery  were  four  1 3  inch  mortars, 
8  cohorns,  2  petards,  31  pieces  of  cannon,  of  which  11  were  for 
battering,  moftly  18  pounders,  and  the  reft  field  pieces  :  they  had 
litewife  a  great  quantity  of  ammunition,  ftores  and  carriages  of  all 
forts  in  very  good  condition.  The  pagoda  of  Seringham  was  foon 
after  delivered  up,  and  the  horfe  and  foot  who  had  taken  refuge  in 
it  differed  to  pafs  away  without  moleftation  ;  but  the  1000  Rajpoots 
refufed  to  quit  the  temple,  and  threatened  their  victors  to  cut  them 
to  pieces  if  they  offered  to  enter  within  the  third  wall :  the  Englifh, 
in  admiration  of  their  enthufiafm,  promil'ed  to  give  them  no  occafion 
of  offence. 

■  Thus  -was  this  formidable  army,  whofe  numbers  two. months  before 
were  nearly  equal  to  the  confederates,  reduced,  without  a  battle,  more 
effectually  than  it  probably  could  have  been  by  what  is  generally 
efteemed  a  total  defeat  in  the  field.  The  fbldier.  who  regards  his 
pvofeffion  as  a  fcience,  will  difeover  examples  worthy  of  his  meditation, 
both  in  the  abfurdity  of  the  enemy’s  choice  of  their  (ituatim,  and  in 
the  advantages  which  were  taken  of  it.  It  is  indeed  difficult  to  de- 
tsrrpine  whether  the  Englifh' conduced  themfelves  with  more  ability 
and  fpirit,  or  the  French  with  more  irrefolution  and  ignorance,  after 
major  Lawrence  and  captain  Clive  arrived  at  Tritchiuopoly. 

Still  the  fate  of  Chunda-faheb  remained  to  bedecided  before  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  this  day  could  be  deemed  complete.  The  anxiety  which  Mo- 
nack-jee  carried  away  from  the  conference  in  major  Lawrence’s  tent  was 
encreafed  every  hour  by  the  meffages  and  propotais  he  received!  The 
Myforean  promifed  money, the  Nabob  threatened  refentmeirt,  andMo- 
rari-row,  more  plainly,  that  he  would  pay  him  a  vifit  at  the  head  of 
6000  horfe.  Terrified  at  the  commotions  which  would  inevitably  fol¬ 
low,  if  he  gave  the  preference  to  any  one  of  the  competitors,  he  law  no 
method  of  finifhing  the  conteft  but  by  putting  an  end  to  the  life  of  his 
§  prifoner ; 
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prifoner ;  however,  as  the  major  hat1,  expreffed  a  defire  that  the  Eng-  1 75 2. 
liflt  might  have  him  in  their  poffeftion,  he  thought  it  neceflary  to 
know  whether  they  ferioufty  expected  this  deference,  and  accordingly, 
on  the  fame  morning  that  the  pagoda  furrendered,  went  to  the 
major ;  with  whom  he  had  a  conference,  which  convinced  him  that 
the  Englifh  were  his  friends,  and  that  they  were  refolved  not.to  in¬ 
terfere  any  farther  in  the  diipute.  He  therefore  immediately  on  his 
return  to  Chuckly-pollam  put  his  defign  into  execution,  by  ordering 
the  head  of  Chunda-faheb  to  be  ftruck  off. 

The  executioner  of  this  deed  was  a  Pitan,  one  of  Monack-jee’s  re¬ 
tinue,  referved  for  fuch  purpofes.  He  found  the  unfortunate  vidlim 
an  aged  man,  ftretched  on  the  ground,  from  whence  the  infirmities 
ofifickneis  rendered  him  unable  to  rear  himfelf.  The  afpect  an.d 
'abrupt  intrufion  of  the  affaffin  inftantly  fuggefted  to  Chunda-faheb 
the  errand  on  which  be  was  feiit.  He  waved  his  hand,  and  defired 
to  fpeak  to  Monack-jee  before  he  died,  faying,  that  he  had  fomething 
of  great  importance  to  Communicate  to  him.:  but  the -man  of  blood 
giving  no  heed  to  his  words,  proceeded  to  his  work,  and  after  ftah-_ 
bing  him  to  the  heart,  fevered  his  head  from  his  body. 

The  head  was,  immediately  fent  into  Tritchinopoly  to  the  Nabob, - 
who  now  for  the  firft  time  faw  the  face  of  his  rival.  -After  he  had 
gratified  his  courtiers  with  a  fight  of  it,  they  tied  it  to  the  neck  of  a 
camel,  and  in  this  manner  it  was  carried  five  times  round  the  walls 
of  the  city,  attended  by  a  hundred  thoufand  fpedators,  inlulting  it 
with  all  the  oblcene  and  indecent  inveftives  peculiar  to  the  manners 
of  Indoftan.  It  was  afterwards  carefully  packed  up  in  a  box,  and 
delivered  to  an  elcort,  who  gave  out  that  they  were  to  carry  it  to  be 
viewed  bv  the  Great  Mogul  at  Delhi ;  a  practice  generally  obfcrved 
to  heighten  the  rejjutation  of  the  fuccefsful  caulc :  but  there  is  no 
reafon  to  believe  that  it  was  ever  carried  out  of  the  Carnatic. 

Sucl7  was  the  unfortunate  and  ignominious  end  of  this  man.  The'" 
many  examples  of  a  fimilar  fate,  which  are  perpetually  produced  by 
the  contefts  of  ambition  in  this  unfettled  empire,  have  cftablifhed  a 
proverb,  that  fortune  is  a  throne  ;  and  therefore  he  who  falls  in  fuch 
contefls  is  only  reckoned  unfortunate,  without  having  the  odium  of 
Li  /  rebel  lio: 
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rebellion  or  treachery  charged  on  his  memory,  unlefs  he  opppfes  th® 
fovereign  of  fovereigns,  the  Great  Mogul ;  all  the  reft  is  reckoned 
the  common  courfe  of  politics  :  for  there  is  fcarcely  throughout  the' 
empire  a  Nabob,,  who  has  not  an  open  or  la|pnt  competitor.  It 
therefore  only  remains  to  fpeak  of  the  private  character  of  Chunda- 
faheb,  in  which  he  is  generally  acknowledged  to  have  been  a  brave,, 
benevolent,  humane  and  generous  man,  as  princes  go  in  Indaftan. 
His  military  abilities  were  much  greater  than  are  commonly  found' 
in  the  generals  of  India,  infomuch  that  if  he  had  an  abfolute  com¬ 
mand  over  the  French  troops,,  it  is.  believed  he  would  not  have  com¬ 
mitted  the  miftakes  which  brought  on  his  cataftrophe,  and  the  total 
redudrion  of  his  army. 

But  fignal  as  tliefe  fucceffes  were,  they  were  fo  far  from  being  the- 
means  of  reftoring  tranquillity  to  the  Carnatic,,  that  in  the  very  prin¬ 
ciples-  which  produced"  them  were  intermixed  the  feeds  of  another 
more  dangerous  and  obftinate.war  r  and  this  the  Nabob  had  the  an- 
guifh  to  know,  whilft  he  was  giving  the  demonftrations  of  joy  ex¬ 
pedited  from,  him  on  fucceffes  which  appeared,  fo  decifive.. 
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FOUR  hundred  of  the  French  prifoners  were  fent  tinder  an 
elcort  to  Fort  St.  David;  and  the  reft,  together  with  the 
artillery  and  ftores  taken  at  Jumbakiftna,  were  carried  into 
Tritchinopoly  :  after  thefe  and  fome  other  neceftary  difpofitions  were 
made,  major  Lawrence  reprefented  to  the  Nabob  the  neceflity  of  his 
marching  without  delay  at  the  head  of  the  confederate  army  into  the 
Carnatic,  where  it  was  not  to  be  doubted  that  the  reputation  of 
their  late  fucceffes  would  contribute  greatly  to  reduce  fuch  for- 
treffes  as  were  in  the  intereft  of  Chunda-faheb,  and  facilitate  the  efta- 
blifliment  of  his  government  over  the  province,  from  which  he  had 
hitherto  received  neither  revenues  nor  affiftance.  The  Nabob  ac- 
quiefced  in  this  advice,  but  continued  for  feveral  days  to  {hew  an ' 
unaccountable  backwardnefs,  as  often  as  he  was  prefled  to  put  it  into 
execution.  The  inconfiftency  of  this  conduft  perplexed  all  but  the 
very  few  who  were  acquainted  with  the  caufe  ;•  and  the  Englilh  had 
no  conception  of  the  difficulties  which  with-held  him,  when,  to  their 
very  great  aftonilhment,  the  Myforean  explained  the  myftery,  by 
refufing  to  march  until  the  city  of  Tritchinopoly  -with  all  its  depen¬ 
dencies  was,,  delivered  up  to  him;  for  fuch  was  the  price  he  had 
ftipulated  with  the  Nabob  for  his  affiftance. 

They  had  both,  for  every  reafon,  agreed  to  keep  this  important 
article  a  profound  fecret ;  but  the  Myforean  had  either  not  been 
able  to  conceal  it  from  the  fagacity  of  his  fubfidiary  the  Morattoe,  or 
perhaps  had  made  the  agreement  by  his  advice.  It  is  certain  that 
the  Morattoe  had  all  along  projefted  to  turn  it  to  his  own  advantage 
at  a  proper  occafion :  excepting  thefe  principals,  and  their  immediate- 
fecretaries,  not  a  man  in  the  province  had  any  idea  of  it.  Great 
therefore  was  the  general  furprize  and  anxiety  when  it  was  made 
public. 
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The  Nabob  finding  diffimulation  no  longer  of  any  fervice,  confefferf 
the  truth  when  major  Lawrence  demanded  an  explanation  of  it;  pro- 
telling  that  his  extreme  diftrefs  alone  had  extorted  a  promife  from,, 
him,  which  the  Myforean  himfelf  might  very,  well  know  was  totally  ■ 
out  of  bis  power  to  perform.  Tritchinopoly,  he  faid,  was  the  Great 
Mogul’s,  and  himfelf  onl  y  a  viceroy,  appointed  to  govern  it  during  the 
pleafure  of  that  great  prince  :  that  the  refigning  of  this  important 
place  to  the  government  of  an  Indian  king,  would  involve  both  him- 
'  felf  and  the  Englilhin  continual  wars  with  the  whole  Mogul  empire. 
In  fliort,  firmly  refolved  at  all  events  not  to  part  with  the  place.  He. 
propofed  to  amufe  the  regent  with  a  further  promife  of  delivering  it 
up  within  two  months ;  in  which  time  he  hoped,  by  collefting  the 
large  arrears  due'  from  the  Arcot  province,  to  repay  the  expences 
which  the  Myforeans  had  incurred  by  affifling  him.  As  a  palliative 
for  the  prefen t,  he  meant  to  give  up  the  fort  of  Madura  with  its  de¬ 
pendencies,  which  include  a  very  large  diflrift.  Thefe  terms  he 
thought  a  full  and  ample  recompence  for  all  that  the  regent  had 
done  for  him,  more  efpecially  as  the  reduction  of  Chunda-faheb’s 
power  had  been  an  effential  advantage  to  the  interefls  of  the  My¬ 
foreans  as  well  as  to  his  own..  Major  Lawrence,  whofe  power  was 
confined  to  the  operations  of  the  field,,  waited  for  inftiucHons  from 
the  prefidency,  who  received  at  the  fame  time  applications  from  both 
parties,  fetting  forth,  as  ufual,  the  fubject  in  a  very  different  manner- 
They  prudently  determined  not  to  interfere  in , the  difpute,  unlefs  vio¬ 
lence  fhould  be  ufed.againft  the  Nabob  ;  and  profeffing  great  friend- 
ihip  to  the  Myforean,  they  flrenuoufly  recommeuded  to  both,  parties 
an  amicable  adjuflment  of  their  differences. 

But  thefe  differences  continued-with  great  warmth ;  and  in  the  long- 
debate  on  this  lubjeft,  Morari-row  conducted  himfelf  with  fo  much 
leeming  impartiality,  that  he  was  chofen,  with  equal  confidence  on 
both  fides,  to  be  the  mediator  between  them  ;  and  the  time  being, 
fixed  for  the  conference,  he  came  one  evening  into  the  city  in  great 
flate,  accompanied  by  two  commiffaries  deputed  by  the  regent :  they 
proceeded  to  the  Nabob’s  palace,  where  captain  Dalton,  as’  com- 
iXiander  of  the  Englifh  garrifon,  was  prefent. 
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The  nfual  ceremonies  being  over,  the  Morattoe  with  great  delibera-  1752'. 
tion  atid  propriety  enumerated  the  many  obligations  which  the  Nabob 
■  owed  to  the  regent.  He  painted  in  lively  colours  the  diftrefsful  (fate 
of  his  affairs,  when  the  regent  generoufly  undertook  his  caufe ;  at 
whieh  time,  although  nominal  lord  of  a  country  extending  from  the 
river  Pennar  to  Cape  Comorin,  he  really  poftefTed  no  more  of  this 
great  dominion  than  the  ground  inclofed  by  the  walls  of  Tritchinopoly, 
where  he  was  clofely  befieged  by  a  much  fuperior  and  implacable 
eoemy.  He  appealed  to  the  Nabob  for  the  truth  of  what  he  afferted, 
and  then  demanded  in  form  the  delivery  of  the  city  and  territory  of 
Tritchinopoly,  in  confequence  of  the  fblemn  agreement  he  had  made 
with  the  Myforean,  which  he  produced  figned  and  fealed.. 

The  Nabob,  who  expected  this  harrangue,  acknowledged  the  fa¬ 
vours  he  had  received,  and  faid,  that  he  was  refolved.  to  fulfil  his 
engagements  r  but  that  being  at  this  time  in  pofleffion  of  no  other 
confiderable  fortified  town,  it  Was  impoffible  to  remove  his  family, 
which  was  very  large,  until  he  had,  by  reducing  the  Arcot  province^ 
got  a  place  proper  for  their  reception  :  he  therefore  demanded  a. 
refpite  of  two- months,  at  the  expiration  of  which  he  promifed  to  fend 
orders  to  his  brother-in-law  to  deliver  up  the  city.  The  Morattoe 
highly  commended  this  refolution and  after  fome-  other  vague  dif- 
courfe,  he  fignified  an  inclination  to  fpeak  to  him.  in  private,  and 
defired  the  commiffaries  to  withdraw.  As  foon  as  they  and  the  reft 
of  the  audience,  excepting  captain  Dalton,  were  retired,  changing  his 
countenance  from  the  folemnity  of  a  negociator  to  the  fmile  of  a 
courtier,  he  told  the  Nabob,  that  he  believed  him  endowed  with  too 
much  ienfe  to  mind  what  he  had  faid'  before  thofe  two  ftupid  fellows, 
meaning  the  commifTaries :  you  muft  likewife,  faid  he,  think  that  I 
have  too  much  difcernmeut  to  believe  you  have  any  intention  of  ful¬ 
filling  the  promifeyou  have  now  made.  How  could  you  an  fiver  to 
the  Gr6at  Mogul  the  giving  up  fo  confiderable  a  part  of  bis  dominion 
to  fuch  infignificant  people:  it  would  be  the  highcft  abfurditv  to- 
think  of  it.  Thcfevou  may  be  allured  are  mv  real  ientiments,  what¬ 
ever  my  private  intcrcft  may  induce  me  to  fav  to  the  contrary  in 
public.  The  Nabob  was  not  a  little  delighted  to  find  him  in  this 
”  difpolitio.n  j. 
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i  752.  di (portion  ;  for  it  was  his  refentment  more  than  the  regent’s  that 
'  he  dreaded  ;  and  immediately  made  him  a  prefent  of  a  draught  on 
his  treafury  for  50,000  rupees,  promifing  much  more  if  he  would  re¬ 
concile  matters,  and  divert  the  regent  from  infilling  on  the  letter  of 
the  treaty.  This  the  other  allured  him  he  would  do,  though  nothin" 
was  farther  from  his  intentions.  He  was  in  reality  the  mofr  improper 
perfon  that  could  have  been  chofen  to  adjuft  the  difference.  His 
views  were,  firfl:  by  ingratiating  himfelf  with  the  Nabob,  to  perfuade 
him  to  admit  a  large  body  of  Morattoes  into  the  city  as  the  beft  means 
of  deceiving  the  regent  into  a  belief  that  he  really  intended  to  give  it 
up  according  to  his  promife  ;  and  thefe  military  umpires  would  have 
been  instructed  to  feize  on  any  opportunity  that  might  offer  of  redu¬ 
cing  or  overpowering  the  reft  of  the  garrifon  ;  and  if  this  iniquitous 
fchcme  fucceeded,  he  intended  to  keep  poffeffion  of  the  city,  which 
he  had  formerly  governed,  for  himfelf.  If  there  fhould  be  no  open¬ 
ing  for  this  plan,  he  determined  to  protrafl  the  difpute  as  long  as 
poflible  by  negociations,  during  which  he  was  fure  of  being  kept  in 
pay  by  the  Myforean,  and  did  not  doubt  of  having  the  addrefs  to  get 
confiderable  prefents  from  the  Nabob.  When  this  double  dealing 
fhould  be  exhaufted,  he  purpofed  to  make  the  Myforean  declare  war, 
knowing  that  he  had  too  great  an  opinion  of  the  Morattoes  to  carry 
it  on  without  continuing  them  in  his  fervice. 

The  apprehenfions  of  an  immediate  rupture  obliged  the  Englifh 
troops,  who  had  proceeded  on  the  16th  of  June  as  far  as  Utatoor,  to 
return  on  the  1 8th  to  Tritchinopolv  ;  for  the  Myforean  had  even 
threatened  to  attack  the  Nabob,  if  he  offered  to  march  out  of  the 
city  in  order  to  join  his  European  allies,  as  he  had  promifed.  Their 
appearance,  more  than  their  remonftrances,  produced  an  accommo¬ 
dation  for  the  prefent.  The  Nabob  made  over  to  the  regent  the  re¬ 
venues  of  the  iiland  of  Seringham,  and  of  feverab  other  diftrifts,  im- 
powering  him  to  collect  them  himfelf ;  promifed  again  to  deliver  up 
Tritchinopoly  at  the  end  of  two  months  ;  and  in  the  mean  time 
agreed  to  receive  700  men,  provided  they  were  not  Morattoes,  into 
the  city.  On  thefe  conditions  the  Myforean  agreed  to  affift  him 
with  all  his  force  to  reduce  the  Arcot  province.  Neither  fide  gave 
any  credit  to  the  other,  but  both  expetied  advantages  by  gaining 
4  time. 
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time. .  The  Nabob  knew  that  an  immediate  declaration  of  war,  would  1 752, 
effectually  flop  the  prog'refs  of  his  arms  in  the  Carnatic,  where  he  — ’ 

hoped,  to  gain  fome  fignal  advantage,  whilft  the  regent  delayed  to 
commence  boftilities  againft  him  ;  and  the  regent  wiflied  for  nothing 
fo  much  as  the  departure  of  the  Nabob-  and  the  Englilh  battalion, 
that  he  might  carry  on  his  fchemes  to  luprize  Tritchinopoly,.  which., 
he  knew  their  prefence  would  render  ineffedtual.  The  excufes  he 
made,  when  preffed  to  march,  fufficieutly  explained  his  intentions ; 
and  to  fruftrate  them,  200  Europeans  with  1 500  Sepoys  were  placed 
in  garrifon  in  the  city,  under  the  command  of  captain  Dalton,  who 
was  inftrudted  to  take  every  precantion  againft  a  furprize. 

The  battalion,,  now  reduced  to  500  men,  together  with  2500  Se¬ 
poys,  began  their  march  on  the  28th  of  June,  accompanied  by  the- 
Nabob  at  the  head  of  2000  horfe :  thefe,  with  about  the  fame  num¬ 
ber  of  Peons  left  in  Tritchinopoly,  were  all  the  force  he  commanded,, 
for  none  of  the  numerous  allies,,  whom  he  faw  adling.in  his  fervice  a 
few  days  before,,  remained- with  him.  The  Tanjorines  had  rendered' 
too  great  fervices  to  be  refufed  the  permiffion  of  returninghome  ;  and; 
the  troops  of  the  Polygars  were  not  obliged  to-adl  out  of  the  diftri&s- 
of  Tritchinopoly,  The  Myforeans  and  Morattoes  remained  in  their 
encamprrtent  to  the  weft  of  the  city,,  placing  a  detachment  in  Sering- 
ham  Pagoda,  of  which  the  Nabob  had  permitted  them  to  take 
pofieflion. 

The  weaknefs  to- which  the  Nabob’s  force' was  reduced  by  this  fatal 
conteft,  and  the-  apprehenlion  of  ftill  worfe  coniequences  from  it,  de- 
ftroyed  the  hopes  which  the  Englilh  had  entertained'  a  few  days 
before,  of  carrying  his  arms  in  triumph  againft  Velore  or  Gingee, 

Their  late  fuccefs,  inftead  of  infpiring  exultation,  ferved' only  to  im- 
bitter  the  fenfe  of  their  incapacity  to  reap  any  advantage  from  it. 

They  marched  away  more  with  the  fullennefs  of  men  defeated,  than, 
with  the  alacrity  of  troops  fluihed  with  vidlory  ;.  and  proceeding  with¬ 
out  any  regular  plan  for  their  future  operations,  they  followed  the 
high  road  until  they  came  to  Vol-condah. 

Here  they  halted  for  tome  days,  whilft  the  Nabob  ncgociated  with 
the  governor,  who  refilled  to  deliver  up  his  fort,  but  took  the  oath  of 
allegiance,  and  paying  80,000  rupees  as  a  confidcration  for  the  arrears 
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that  were  due  from  him,  gave  lecurity  for  the  pundual  difeharge  of 
the  revenues  of  his  diftridi  in  future. 

From  hence  the  Nabob  detached  bis  brother  Abclullwahab  Khan  * 
with  jooo  horle  to  Arcot,  appointing  him  his  lieutenant  of  the  coun¬ 
tries  to  the  north  of  the  river  Paliar ;  and  the  reft  of  the  army  march¬ 
ing  by  Verdachelum,  proceeded  to  Trivadi,  where  thev  arrived  on 
the  6th  of  July,  and  found  a  garrifon  of  French  Sepoys  in  the  pagoda, 
who  furrendered  on  the  firft  fummons.  The  troops  then  encamped 
in  the  neighbourhood,  and  major  Lawrence  leaving  the  command  to 
captain  Gingen,  went  for  the  recovery  of  his  health  into  Fort  St. 
David.  This  place  -was  no  longer  the  feat  of  the  prefidency,  which, 
by  orders  from  England,  had  been  removed,  two  months  before,  to 
its  ancient  reiidence  at  Madrafs, 

The  death  of  Chunda-fabeb,  and  the  capture  of  Seringham,  ftruck 
the  inhabitants  of  Pondicherry  with  the  deepeft  confternation;  for 
excepting  thofe  who  received  advantages  from  their  employments  in 
the  war,  few  had  ever  approved  of  the  ambitious  views  of  their  go¬ 
vernor,  and  fewer  were  perfonally  attached  to  him.  The  haughtinefs 
and  arrogance  of  his  fpirit  dilgufted  all  who  approached  him  ;  he 
exhibited  on  all  occ.afions  the  oriental  pomp,  and  marks  of  diftindtion, 
which  he. affirmed  as  the  Great  Mogul’s  viceroy  in  the  countries 
fouth  of  the  Kriftna;  infomueh  that  he  had  more  than  once  obliged 
his  own  countrymen  to  fubmit  to  the  humiliation  of  paying  him  ho¬ 
mage  on  their  knees.  This  domineering  infolence  had  created  him 
t  nny  enemies,  who,  with  a  fpirit  of  malice  common  to  violent  pre¬ 
judices,  were  not  forry  to  find  their  own  feme  of  his  romantic  fchemes 
juftified  by  the  late  fignal  difafters,  which  they  hoped  would  deter 
him  from  profecuting  them  any  farther.  But  they  did  not  know  the 
man  :  difficulties  and  difappointments,  inftead  of  depreffingbim,  only 
fuggeftec)  the  necefiity  of  exerting  himfelf  with  more  vigour.  And 
indeed  his  plan  of  gaining  vaft  acquifitions  in  the  Decan  had  been 
laid  with  fo  much  fagacity,  that  the  fucceffes  of  his  arms  to  the  north¬ 
ward  already  ballimced  the  difgrace-  they  had  fuffered  at  Soring- 

In  the  month  of  February  of  the  precceeing  year,  Salabat-jing  the 
new  Soubah,  with  the  French  troops  under  the  command  of  Bully, 
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•quitted  the  country  of  Cudapah  where  the  unfortunate:  Murzafa-jing 
had  been  killed.  On  the  15th  of  March  they  came  to  Canoul,  the 
capital  of  the  Pitan  Nabob  by  whole  haiid  that  prince  was  {lain, 
and  it  was  determined  that  the  city  ihould  atone  for  the  treacherv 
and  rebellion  of  its  Lord.  The  place  was  originally  well  .fortified"; 
but  lince  it  had  been  in  the  pofieffion  of  Pitans,  thefe  people,  as 
avaricious  as  they  are  brave,  had  fuffered  the  defences  both  of  the 
town  and  its  citadel  to  fall  to  decay  ;  and  the  river 'which  runs  dole 
to  the  city,  had  lately  carried  away  200  yards  of  the  wall ;  there  were 
4000  Pitans  in  the  place,  who  attempted  to  defend  this  entrance’; . 
but  not  accullomed  to  the  fire  of  field  pieces,  were  eafily  put  to  flight: 
they  retired  into  the  caftle,  feveral  parts  of  which  were  likewiie  in 
ruins;  and  the  French  troops,  animated  by  their  fuccefs,- and  led  by 
Mr.  Kirjean,  a  nephew  of  Mr.  Dupleix,  ftortned  it,  with  great  viva¬ 
city,  where  the  breaches  were  moft  practicable  ;  by  which  time  the  . 
army  of  Salabat-jing  came  up,  and  alfifted  with  good  will  in  putting 
all  the  garrifon  to  the  fword  ;  many  of  the  inhabitants  were  likewife 
maffacred.  The  wife  of  the  late  Nabob  and  her  two  fons  were  made 
prifoners. 

The  French  doubtlels.intended,  by  the  unmerciful  (laughter  which 
they  made  at  the  taking  of  this  city,  to  fpread  early  the  terror  of 
their  arms,  through  the  countries  in  which  they  were  going  to  efta- 
blifh  themfelves,  where  no  European  force  had  ever  before  appeared : 
and  in  order  to  raife  an  opinion  of  their  good  faith  and  juftice,  equal 
to  the  reputation  of  their  prowefs,  Mr.  Bufl’v,  immediately  after 
Canoul  was  taken,  obliged  Salabat-jing  to  fettle  the  fortune  of  Sad- 
oudin  Khan,  the  infant  fon  of  Murzafa-jing,  their  late  ally  and  Sou- 
bah.  He  received  the  itiveftiture  of  the  government  of  Adoni,  which 
had  been  the  patrimony  of  his  father,  and  as  a  juft  reparatioh  for  the 
treachery  that  caufed  his  death,  the  territoi;  o' the  Nabob  of  Cudapah, 
who  planned  the  confpiracy,  and  of*  Canoul,  by  whole  arm  he  fell, 
-were  added  to  the  fovereignty  of  the  young  prince,  which  by  the 
French  accounts  produced  all  together  an  annual  revenue  of  near  a 
million  of  pounds  (lerling.  An  example  of  generofitv,  which,  if  true, 
could  not  fail  to  raife  admiration  in  a  country,  where  the  merits  of 
the  father  are  fo  feldom  of  advantage  to  the  diitrciii-s  of  the  Ion. 
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The  army  then  crofted  the  Kriftna,  between  which  and  GolcQndah 
were  ported  25000  Morattoes,  employed  by  Gazy-o-din  Khan,  the 
deleft  brother  of  Salabat-jing,  and  gcncraliffimo  of  the  empire,  to 
oppofe  their  paffage  towards  the  citv.  They  wart  commanded  by 
Balagerow,  the  principal  g..  ki  il  of  th  £  .hah  Rajah,  or  king  of  all 
the  Morattoe  nations.  '  A  negotiation  entued,  and  the  Morattoes, 
having  hitherto  received  nothing  from  .Gazy-o-din  Khan,  who  was  at 
Delhi,  were  eafdy  perfuaded,  with  tome  ready  money,  not  only  to 
retire,  but  alfo  to  make  an  alliance  with  the  prince  they  were  fent 
to  oppofe. 

Nothing  more  remained  to  obftrud  the  paffage  of  the  army,  which 
entered  Gol-condah  in  the  proceftien  of  an  eaftern  triumph  on  the 
2d  of  April.  Salabat-jing  was  acknowledged  Soubah  without  oppo- 
lition,  and  went  through  the  ceremony  of  fitting  on  the  Mufnud  or 
throne  in  public,  and  of  receiving  homage  not  only  from  his  own 
immediate  officers,  but  alio' from  moft  of  the  governors  of  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  countries. 

The  fervices  which  the  French  battalion  had  rendered  were  now 
amply  rewarded.  A  prelent  fuppofed  to  be  100,000  pounds  fterling 
was  given  to  the  commander  in  chief,  the  other  officers  likewife  re¬ 
ceived  gratuities,  and  that  of  an  enfign,  amounted  to  50,000  rupees. 
The  monthly  pay'*  of  a  captain,  befides  the  carriage  of  his  baggage 
furnirtied  afSalabat-jing’s  expence,  was  fettled  at  1000  rupees,  of  a 
lieutenant  at  500,  of  an  enfign  at  3C0,  of  a  ferjeant  at  90,  and  of  a 
common  foldier  at  60  rupees.  The  policy  of  Mr.  Dupleix,  in  taking 
pofftfiion  of  Mafulipatnam,  was  now  manifefted  by  the  facility  with, 
which  the  army  at  Gol-condah  was  fupplied  with  recruits  of  men,, 
ftorcs,  and  ammunition  from  that  port. 

In  the  mean  time,  Gazy-o-din  Khan  hatiobtained  from  the  miniftry 
at  Delhi  a  commiffion  for  the  Soubahlhip  of  the  Decan,. and  the  ru¬ 
mour  of  an  army,  marching  by  Iris  orders  towards  Brampore,.  deter¬ 
mined  Salabat-jing  to  proceed' immediately  to  Aurengabad.  He  left 
Gol-condah  in  the  beginning  of  May,  andiduring  the  rout,  intelli¬ 
gence  was  received  that  leveral  principal  men  in  the  city  had  declared 
asainft  hini,  and  Shanavaze-Khan,  who  had  been  the  prime  minifter 
ofNazir-jingj.and  bad  ever  fince  his  reconciliation  with  the  French 
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after  the  death  of  .that  prince,  accompanied  the  camp,  now  found 
means. to  efcajje  out  of  it,  and  went  dire&ly  to  Aur'engabad,  where 
he  contributed  not  a  little  to  inflame  the  minds  of  the  people  againft 
Salabat-jing,  deferibing  him  as  a  weak  and  infatuated  prince,  who 
had  dilhonofired  the  Mogul  government,  by'fubjedHng  himfelf,.  and 
his  authority,  to  the  arbitrary  will  of  a  handful  of  infidels,  who 
grafpedat  nothing  Ids  than  the  fovereignty  of  half  the  Mogul  em¬ 
pire,  under  pretence  of  giving  affiftance  to  the  rightful  lords. 

Thele  reports  were  too  well  founded  not  to  make  an  imprefiion, 
and  the  conlequences  of  them,  were  fo  much  apprehended,  that  Sala¬ 
bat-jing  did  not  think  it  fafe  to  appear  in  fight -of  the  capital,  before 
he  had  atted  the  ftale  but  pompous  ceremony  of  receiving  from  the 
hands  of  an  ambaffador,  faid  to  be  fent  by  the  Great  Mogul,  letters 
patent,  appointing,  him  viceroy  of  all  the  countries  which  had  been 
under  the  juriicliclipn  of  his  father  Nizam-al-muluck.  The  man,  no 
doubt  as  fiditious  as  the  writings  with  which  he  was  charged,  was 
treated  almoft  with  as  .much  reverence  as  would  have  been  paid  to 
the  emperor,  whom  he  pretended  to  reprefent.  The  prince  himfelf, 
accompanied  by  the  French  troops,  advanced  a  mile  beyond  the  camp 
to  meet  him  ;  and  the  delivery  of  the  letters  was  fignified  by  a  general, 
dilcharge  of  all  the  cannon  and  mulketry  in  the  army,. after  which  he- 
fat  in  flate  to  receive  homage  from  his  officers ;  Mr.  Bull)',  as  -the 
firft  in  rank,  giving  the  example.  The  army  then  continued  their 
march  to  the  city,  where  they  arrived  on  the  18th  of  June,  and  found 
that  their  appearance,  and  the  reputation  of  the  Mogul’s  favours,  .had 
liipprefled  whatever  commotions  might  have  been  intended.  A  few 
indeed  knew  for  certain  that  Gazy-o-din  Khan  had  received  the  com- 
miffion  affumed  by  his  brother,  and  was  preparing  to  affiert  it  at  the 
head  of  an  army  ;  but  the  voices  of  thefe  were  loft  amidft  the  cla¬ 
mours  of  a  populace,  impatient  to  lee  a  Soubah  of  the  Decan,  once 
more  disking  his  refidence  in  their  city,  which  had  been  deprived  of 
this  advantage ’ever  fince  the  death  of  Nizam-al-muluck. 

Tiie  entry  into  Aiirengpbad  was  morefplcndid  and  magnificent,  chan 
that  which  had  been  made  at  Gol-condab  :  and  the  city  merited  this 
preference,  being,  next  10  Delhi,  the  molt  populous  and  wealthy  in 
K  k  z  die 
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1752.  the  Mogul’s  dominions  :  its  inhabitants,  when  the  Soubah  is  there, 
arc  COillp jted  at  a  million  and  a  half -of  fouls.  The  French  had  a 
convenient  quarter  affigiicd  them,  to  which  Mr.  Buffy  ftriftly  obliged 
the  troops  to  confine  thcmfclves,  left  the  difparity  of  manners  Ihould 
create  broils  and  tumults  which  might  end  fatally. 

la  the  month  of  Auguft,  Salabat-jing  exhibited  another  cere¬ 
mony  to  amufe  the  people,  receiving'  s  delegate  from  Delhi,  who 
brought,  as  was  pretended,  the  Scrpaw  or  veil,  with  the  fword,  and 
other  fymbols  of  lovereignty,  which  the  Great  Mogul  fends  to  his 
viceroys,  on  appointment.  But  by  this  time,  Balagerow  appeared 
again  at  the  head  of'  40,000  men,  ravaging  the  neighbouring  coun¬ 
tries.  Battles  and  negotiations  lucceeded  one  another  alternately 
during  the  reft  of  the  year,  and  until  the  end  of  May  in  the  next, 
without  producing  either  a  decifive  victory,  or  a  definitive  treaty. 
The  Morattoes-  would  in  more  than  one  adion  have  been  fuccefeful 
had  not  the  French  battalion,  and  their  field  pieces,  repulled  their  on- 
fets.  Thefe  fcrvices  gave  Mr.  Buffy  fupreme  influence  in  the  coun¬ 
cils  of  his  ally,  which,  on  hearing  of  the  decline  of  Chunda-faheb’s 
aftairs-at  Tritchinopolv,  he  employed  to  obtain  a  commiflion,  appoint¬ 
ing  Mr.  Duplcix  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic,  notwithftanding  that  Chun- 
da-l’aheb.  was  ftill  alive ;  this,  with  feveral  other  pompous  patents, 
was  lent  to  Pondicherry,  and  Salabat-jing  promifed  they  Ihould  foon 
be  followed  by  an  ambaffaefor  from  the  Great  Mogul. 

-----  '  'Mr.  Dupleix  publiflied  thefe  mandates  and  marks  of  favour  to  awe 
die- Carnatic,  alronifhed  and  rendered  wavering  by  the  cataftrophe 
of  Chunda-faheh  :  nor  were  thefe  his  only  refources.  He  had  been 
early  apprized  of  the  difeontent  of  the  Mylbreans  at  Tritchinopoly, 
and  "was  already  deeply  engaged  in  fomenting  their  defeftion.  The 
annual  Ihips  from  France  arriving  at  the  time  Mr.  Law  furrendered-, 
brought  a,  large  reinforcement  to  Pondicherry,  which  he  increafed; 
by  taking  the  labors,  and  fending  Lafcars  on  board  to  navigate  the 
Ihips  to  China.  Thus  armed,  and  relying  on  no  vain  expectations,, 
the  difafters  at  Scrlngham  were  lb  far  from  inducing  him  to  make  any 
propof.bs  of  accommodation  either  to  the  Englilkor  the  Nabob,  that 
be  immediately  difeovered  his  intentions  of  continuing  the  war,  by 

pro- 

■*  See  the  Alteration  after  th.e  end  of  the  Vth  Book,  page  435* 


History 


Carnatic. 


*53i] 


proclaiming  Raja-falieb,  the  fon  of  Chunda-fabeb,.Nabob  of  the  pro-  j  75:2.; 
vince,  fn  virtue  of  the  pretended  authority  inv'efted  in  h'imfelf,  and  by 
'ordering  a  body  of  500  men  to-  take  the  field. 

Mahomed-ally  felt  more  feverely  every  day  the  bad  confequences  of 
his  promife  to  the  Mylorean,  for  none  but  the  moft  insignificant 
chiefs  in- the  province  offered  voluntarily’  to  acknowledge  him ;  the  - 
reft  waited  to  be  attacked  before  they  made  their  fubmiflion  and  be 
being  little  fkilled-  in  military  matters,  but  deeply  lenfible  of  the  de¬ 
cline  of  his  fortune,  conceived  a  notion,  that  the  Englifh  troops  were 
capable  of  reducing  the  fortrefs  of  Gingee  in -this  perluafion  he  re- 
quefted  of  the  prefidency  in  the  moft  preffing  terms  to  render  him 
this  lervicerand  they  with  too  much  complaifance  determined  to  give 
him  the  fatisfa&ion  of-  feeing,  the  experiment  tried;,  notwithftanding.. 

,  that  major  Lawrence  went  to  Madrafs  on  purpofe  to  reprefent  the- 
improbability  of  fucceeding  in  the  attempt- 

Accordingly  on  the  23d  of  July,  major  Kineer,.an  officer  lately  ar¬ 
rived  from  Europe,  marched  with  200  Europeans,  1560  Sepoys,,  and! 

60.0  of  the  Nabob’s  cavalry,  and  the  next  day  fummoned-Villaparumj 
a  fort  twelve  miles  to  the  north  of-  Trivadi :  it  furrendered  without', 
making  any  refiftance-  Proceeding  on  their  march,  they  found  diffi¬ 
culties  increafe ;.  for  the  country  10  miles  round  Gingee  is  inclofed! 
by  a  circular  chain. of  mountains,  alid  the  roads  leading  through. them 
are  ftrong  paffes,  of  which  it  is  neceffary  that  an  army  attacking  the 
place  ftiould.be  in- pofleflion,.  in,  order  to-  keep  the  communication, 
open..'  Major  Kineer’s- force  being  much  too  fmall  to  afford  proper- 
detachments  for  this  fervice,  he  marched  on  with  the  whole  to.Gin- 
"ec,  where  he  arrived  the  26th.  The  garriion  was  fummoned  to- 
furrender,  and  the  officer  anfwered  with  civility,  that  he.  kept,  the - 
place  for  the  king  of  France,  and  was  determined. to  defend  it..  The  - 
troops  were  in  no  condition  to  attack,  it;  for  by.  feme  unaccountable- 
prefimfption,  they  had  ncglecfted-to  wait  for  two  pieces  of  battering - 
cannon,  which  were  coming  from- Fort  St.  David.  Mr.  Duplcix  no* 
foonc-r  hcard  that.the  Englifh  had  palled  the  mountains,  than  he  de¬ 
tached  300  Europeans- and  5-00  Sepoys,  with  liven  field  pieces,  who 
took  pollcffion  of  Victavandi,  a  town  fitoated  in  the  high  road,  and 
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■not  far  diftant  From  the  pafs  through  which  the  Englilh  had  marehcdj 
upon  which  major  Kinecr,  who  upon  a  view  of  Gingec  dcfpaired  of 
■reducing  it  even  with : battering  cannon,  immediately  repaired  the' 
mountains,  and  being  reinforced  by  the  reft  of  the  Nabob’s  cavalry, 
and  tome  other  troops  from  Trivadi,  marched  on  the  26th  of  ju!-, 
with  300  Europeans,  500  Sepoys,  a  company  of  Caffrecs,  atuf  2000 
horJe,  to  give  the  enemy  battle. 

They  were  ported  in  a  ftrong  fituation.  The  greateft  part  of  the 
town  was  encircled  by  a  rivulet,  which  ferving  as  a  ditch,  was  de¬ 
fended  by  a  parapet,  formed  of  the  ruins  of  old  homes,  and  interrupted 
at  proper  intervals  jo  give  play  to  the  cannon.  The  outward  bank 
was  in  many  parts  as  high  as  the  parapet,  and  that  part  of  the  village 
which  the  rivulet  did  not  bound  might  be  eafiiy  entered  ;  but  the 
Englilh,  neglecting  to  reconnoitre  before  they  began  the  attack,  loft 
the  advantages  which  they  might  have  taken  of  thefe  circumftances. 

They  marched  direCily  to  the  enemy,  who,  in  order  to  bring  on 
the  engagement  in  that  part  where  they  were  ftrongeft,  appeared  at 
■firft  drawn  up  on  the  outward  bank  of  the  rivulet,  but  afc  foon  as  the 
field  pieces  began  to  fire,  recroffed  it  with  precipitation,  and  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  fear.  The  Englilh,  elated  with  the  imagination  of  their 
panic,  advanced  to  the  bank,  and  leaving  their  field  pieces  behind, 
began  the  attack  with  the  fire  of  their  mulketry  only.  The  enemy 
anfwering  it,  both  from  mulketry  and  field  pieces,  and  under  Ihelter, 
fuffered  little  lofs,  and  did  much  execution.  The  company  of  Eng? 
lifh  Caffres  were  firft  flung  into  dilbrder  by  carrying  off  their  wounded 
jl'j  they  dropped,  and  foon  after  took  flight ;  they  were  followed  by  the 
Sepoys;  and  major  Kin'eer  in  this  inftantt  receiving  a  wound  which  dil- 
abled  him,  the  Europeans  began  to  waver  likewife.  The  enemy  per¬ 
ceiving  the  confufion,  detached  too  of  their  beft  men,  amongft 
which  were  50  volunteers,  who,  crofting  the  rivulet  brilkly,  advanced 
to  the  bank.  The  vivacity  of  this  unexpected  motion  increst  fed  the 
panic,  and  only  14  grenadiers,  with  two  enfigns,  ftood  by  the  colours: 
thefe  indeed  defended  them  bravely,  until  they  were  rejoined  by  lome 
of  the  fugitives,  with  whom  they  retreated  in  order ;  and  the  French, 
fatisned  with  their  luccefs,  returned  to  the  village,  having,  with  very 
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little  lofs  to  themfelves,  killed,  and  wounded  40  of  the  Englifh  bat-  1752.. 
falion,  which  fufferecl  in  this  aflion  more  difgrace  than  in  any  other 
that  had  happened  during  the  war :  Major  Kineer  was  fo  aflefted  by 
it,  that  although  he  recovered  of  his  wound,  his  vexation  brought  on- 
an  ilhtefs,  of  which  he  feme  time  after  died. 

The  troops  retreated  to  Trivadi,  and  the  enemy,  quitting  Viera--  - 
vancli,  n-took  the  fort  of  Villaparum,  which  they  demoliffied.  Mr.- 
Dnpleix,.  animated’ by  thefe-  fucceffes,  flight  as  they  were,  reinforced' 
them  with  all  the  men  he  could  fend  into  the  field  ;  the  whole,  con¬ 
fiding  of  450  Europeans-,  1500  Sepoys,  and  500  Moorith  horfe, 
marched  and  encamped  to  the  north  of  Fort  St.  "David,  clofe  to  the 
j  bounds;  upon- which  the  Englifh  and  the  Nabob’s  troops  quitted. 

!:  Trivadi,  and-  encamped’ at  Cbimundelum,  a  redoubt  in  the  bound, 
hedge,-  three  miles  to  the  weft  of  St.  David  ;  here  they  remained  for ' 
feme  days  inactive,  waiting  for  more  troops  from  Madrafs,  where 
the  {hips  from  England  had  brought  a  reinforcement,  confiftiug 
principally  of  two  compahies  of  Swifs,-.each  of  100  men,  commanded 
by  officers  of  that'  nation.. 

To  avoid,  the  rifque  aiid  delay  of  a  march  by  land,  one  of  thefe- 
companies  was  immediately  embarked  in  Maffoolas,  the  common  and 
flighted  boats  of  the  country,  and. ordered  to  proceed  to  Fort  St.  Da¬ 
vid  by  fea  ;  for  it  was  not  imagined  that  the  French  wouid  venture,  to 
violate  the  Englifh  colours  on  this  element but 'the  boats  nofboner 
came  in  fight  of  Pondicherry  than  a  ffiip  in  the  road  weighed  anchor,, 
and  feiziug  every  one  of  the  boats,  carried  the  troops  into  the  town  ;  ; 
where  Mr.  Dnpleix  kept  them  priloners,  and  infifted  that  the  cap¬ 
ture  was  as  juftifiable  as  that  which  had  been  made  of  his  own  troops ■; 
at  Seringham- 

As  foon  as  the  news  of- this  lofs  reached 'Madrafs,- Major  Eawrence 
embarked  with  the  other  company  of  Swifs,  on  board  of'  one  of  the: 
company’s  {hips,  and  arrived  the  1 6th  of  Auguft  at  Fort  St.  David,. 

The  next  day  he  took  the  command  of  the  army,  which  confuted  .of 
400  Europeans,  .1 700  Sepoys,  and  4000  of  the  Nabob’s  troops,  cavalry, . 
and  Peons,  with  eight  field  pieces.  The  enemy  hearing  of  his  arrival 
decamped  in  die  night,  and. retreated  to  Bahoor,  and  finding  them- 

,  drives- 
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•I'elvcs  followed,  the  next  day  went  nearer  to  Pondicherry,  and  en¬ 
camped  between  the  bound  hedge  and  Villanore,  from  whence  the 
commanding  officer  fent  a  letter  protefting  againrt  the  Englifh,  for 
not  rcipefling  the  territory  of  the  French  company.  Major  Law¬ 
rence  being  inftru&cd  by  the  prefidency  not  to  enter  their  alitient 
limits,  the  bound  hedge,  unlefs  they  fhould  fet  the  example,  contented 
himfelf  w'ith  attacking  their  advanced  poll  at  Villanore,  which  they 
immediately  abandoned,  and  their  whole  army  retreated  under  the 
walls  of  the  town. 

They  fliewed  lb  little  inclination  to  quit  this  fituation,  that  major 
Lawrence,  imagining  nothing  would  intice  them  out  of  it  but  a  per- 
iuafion  that  the  Englifh  were  become  as  unwilling  as  themfelves  to 
venture  a  general  engagement,  retreated  precipitately  to  Bahoor. 
The  rtratagem  took  effedt,  not  with  the  commanding  officer  Mr. 
Kirjean,  but  with  his  uncle  Mr.  Dupleix,  who  ordered  him  to  follow 
the  Englifh,  and  take  advantage  of  their  fuppofed  fears.  The  re- 
monrtrances  of  his  nephew  only  produced  a  more  peremptory  order, 
in  obedience  to  which  Mr.  Kirjean  marched,  and  encamped  within 
two  miles  of  Bahoor,  where  major  Lawrence  immediately  made  the 
necelfary  difpofitions  for  attacking  him. 

The  troops  began  to  march  at  three  the  next  morning :  the  Sepoys 
formed  the  firft  line,  the  battalion  the  fecond,  and  the  artillery  were  di¬ 
vided  on  the  flanks;  the  Nabob’s  cavalry  were  Rationed  to  the  right  on 
the  other  fide  of  a  high  bank,  which  ran  from  the  Englifh  to  the  ene¬ 
my’s  camp  :  the  attack  began  a  little  before  the  dawn  of  day.  The 
Sepoys  were  challenged  by  the  -advanced  ports,  and  not  anfwering, 
received  their  fire,  which  they  returned,  and  ftill  marching  on 
came  to  an  engagement  with  the  enemy’s  Sepoys,  which  lafted  till 
day-light,  when  the  French  battalion  were  difeovered  drawn  up; 
their  right  defended  by  the  hank,  and  their  left  by  ‘  a  large 
pond.  The  Englifh  battalion  halted  to  form  their  front  equal  to 
that  of  the  enemy,  who,  during  this  operation,  kept  up  a  brifk  fire 
from  eight  pieces  of  cannon,  and  continued  it  until  the  fmall  arms  be¬ 
gan.  The  action  now  became  warm,  the  Englilh  firing  as  they  ad¬ 
vanced,  and  the  French  ftanding  their  ground  until  the  bayonets  met. 
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This  orifis  Of  modem  war  is  generally  decided  in  an  i'nftan-t,  and  1752. 
Very  few  examples  of  it  occur..  The  company  of  Englilh  grenadiers;  - 
.tvith  two  platoons,  broke 'the  enemy’s  center,  on  which  their  whole 
line  immediately  gave  Way,  and  no  quarter  being  expe&ed  in  fuch  a 
conflifif,  they  threw  down  their  arms  as  incumbrances  to  their  flight. 

This  was  the  moment  for  the  Nabob’s  cavalry  to  charge,  as  they 
had  been  inftrudted  ;  but  inftead  of  fetting  out  in  purfuit  of  the 
fugitives,  they  galloped  into  the  camp,-  and  employed  themfelves  iii  . 
plunder  ;  hoWever  the  Sepoys  picked  up  many  of  them.  Mr.  Kir* 
jean,  with  ij  officers  and  too  private  men-,  were  made  prifoners-, 
and  a  greater  number  were  killed  ;  all  the  enemy’s  aftillery,-  ammu¬ 
nition,  and  ftores  were  taken.  Of  the  Englilh  liattalion,  4  officers 
,  and  78  private  mCn  were  killed  and  wounded. 

j  This  viftory  broke  the  enemy’s  force  foeffeftuall)’,  that  Mr.  Da- 
pleix  was  obliged  to  wait  the  arrival  of  farther  reinforcements  be- 
I  fore  he  attempted  any  thing  more  in  the  field  ;  nor  was  this  the  only 
j  advantage  obtained  by  it,  for  it  checked  the  refolution  which  the  • 
Myforeaa  had  juft  taken  ’of  declaring  openly  for  the  French. 

The  Englilh  battalion  no  fooner  quitted  Tritchinopoly,  than  the 
regent  fet  about  accOmplifhing  his  febeme  of  furprizing  the  city,  and 
by  difburiing  large  films  of  money,  endeavoured  to  gain  500  of  the 
Nabob’s  beft  Peons;  armed  with  firelocks.  The  Jemautda-rs,  or  cap¬ 
tains  of  thefe  troops,  received  his  bribes,  and  promifed  to  join  the  700 
Myforeans  in. the  garrifon  whenever  they  Ihould  rife.  Captain  Dal¬ 
ton  receiving  fome  hints  of  the  confpiracy,  kept  ward  in  the  city 
with  as  much  vigilance  as  if  he  had  been  in  an  enemy’s  country,  and 
caufed  the  artillery  on  the  ramparts  to  be  pointed  every  evening  in¬ 
wards  on  the  quarters  of  the  Myforeans,  and  of  the  fufpefied  Peons. 

Thefe  precautions  naturally  alarmed  thole  who  had  been  treating 
with  the  regent;  but  ftill  none  of  them  made  any  difeovery;  where.; 
upon,  at  a  general  review  of  arms  ordered  for  this  purpofe/he  di- 
refted  their  flints  to  be  taken  out  of  their  firelocks;  under  pretence 
of  fopplying  them  with  fome  of  a  better  fort.  This  convincing 
them  that  their  practices  were  difeovered,  the  Jcmautdars  came  and 
confefled  all  that  had  parted,  imploring  forgivenefs ;  each  brought 
the  fum  he  had  received,  and  that  of  the  principal  man  was  i6,oco 
LI  t  rupees. 
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rupees.  They  protefted  that  they  had  no  view  in  taking  the  mo¬ 
ney,  but  to  keep  their  troops  from  ftarving,  who  had  fcareely  re¬ 
ceived  any  pay  from  the  Nabob  for  nine  months  ;  and  as  a  proof 
that  they  had  no  intention  of  affifting  the  Myforean  in  his  defigns, 
they  .faid,  that  not  one  of  them  had  removed  his  wife  and  family 
but  of  the  city.  Captain  Dalton  made  them  few  reproaches*  but 
ordered  them  to  march  with  their  troops  the  next  morning  to  joins 
the  Nabob’s  army  at  Trivadi.  The  regent  finding  this  fcheme  fruf- 
trated,  hired  two  fellows  to  fnoot  captain  Dalton  as  he  walked  on 
the  ramparts,  who  luckily  receiving  intelligence  of  their  defign  £ 
few  hours  before  they  intended  to  put  it  in  execution,  fent  a  detach¬ 
ment,  which  took  them  prifoners  in  the  houfe  where  they  had  con¬ 
cealed  themfelves  with  their  arms.  One  was  fullen,  and  faid  little,, 
but  the  other  confeffed  the  whole,  and  declared,  that  three  more. 
were  engaged  in  the  plot,  who  had  undertaken  to  watch  the  gate  of 
the  palace,  and  ffioot  Kiroodin  Khan,  the  Nabob’s  brother-in-law, 
when  he  fhould  come  out  on  the  tumult  which  the  death  of  the 
Englifh  commander  would  naturally  occaffon  ;  but  thefe,  on  feeing 
the  foldiers  march  to  the  houfe,  had  made  their  efcape.  The  regent, 
■when  reproached  for  this  treachery,  denied  that  he  had  any  know¬ 
ledge  of  it.  He  employed,  however,  Morari-row  to  folicit  the  par¬ 
don  of  the  affaflips  ;  and  the  friendfhip'of  the  Morattoe  being  at 
this  time  thought  very  valuable,  Kiroodin  Khan  granted  his  requeff, 
but  did  not  reprieve  the  men  before  they  had  gone  through  the  ce¬ 
remony  of  being  fattened  to  the  muzzles  of  two  field  pieces  in  fight 
of  .the  whole  garrifon  drawn  up  under  arms.  Five  days  after  two 
other  Myforeans  came  to  another  Jemautdar,  who  commanded  180 
Sepoys  at  one  of  the  gates  of  the  city,  and  attempted  to  feduce  him ; 
but  this  officer,  an  old  and  faithful  fervant  of  the  company,  fecured 
the  fellows,  and  carried  them  to  captain  Dalton.,  The  articles  figned 
by  the’ regent  were  found  on  them,  which  leaving  no  roorn  for  equi-  . 
vocation,  they  confeffed  the  aft,  and  were  the  next  morning  blown 
from  the  muzzles  of  two  field  pieces.  This  execution  flruck  luch  a 
terror,  that  the  regent  could  not  get  any  more  of  his  own  people  to 
undertake  fuch  commiffions ;  and  having  remained  quiet  for  fome 
days,  he  at  length  pitched  upon  one  Clement  Poverio,  a  Neapolitan, 
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who  commanded  a  company  of  Topaffes  in  the  Nabob’s  fervice,  and 
had  often  the  guard  over  the  French  prifoners  in  the  city.  This  . 
'•man,  trading  a  good  deal,  went  frequently  into  the  camp  of  the  My¬ 
foreans,  which  gave  the  regent  an  opportunity  of  making  application 
to  him  in  perfbn.  He  allured  Poverio  that  he  had,  befides  the  My- 
foreans  in  garrilon,  a  ftrong  party  in  the  city,  and  offered  great  re¬ 
wards  if  he  would  join  them  on  the  firft  commotion.  The  Neapo¬ 
litan  gave  him  caufe  to  believe  he  was  to  be  wrought  upon,  but  laid 
he  tnuft  firft  found  the  dilpofition  of  his  officers  ;  and  on  his  return  • 
lie  made  a  faithful  report  to  captain  Dalton  of  what  had  paffed.  He 
'  was  ordered  to  return  to  the  camp  the  next  morning  with  inftruc- 
tions  how  to  proceed,  and  conduced  himfelf  fo  dexteroufly,  that  a  few 
conferences  intirely  gained  him  the  confidence  of  the  regent.  Hav- 
.  ing  fettled  the  plan  of  operations,  he  brought  to  captain  Dalton  the 
agreement  figned  by  the  regent  and  himfelf,  fealed  with  the  great 
feal  of  Myfore :  it  was  fpecified,  that  captain  Poverio  fhould  receive 
20,000  rupees  for  himfelf,  and  3,000. more  to  buy  firelocks,  in  order 
to  arm  the  French  prifoners,  who  were  to  be  let  out  the  firft  time 
•his  company  took  the  guard  over  them  ;  he  was  at  the  fame  time 
to  feize  on  the  weftern  gate  of  the  city,  near  which  the  Myforeans 
were  encamped,  and  to  hoift'  a  red  flag,  on  which  figaal  the  whole 
army  were  to  move,  and  enter  the  town.  ' 

On  the  day  fixed  for  the  execution  of  this  enterprize,all  the  cannon 
that  could  be  brought  to  bear  on  the  Myfore  camp  were  well  manned, 
and  above  700  mufketeers,  Europeans  and  Sepoys,  were  concealed 
in  the  traverfes  and  works  near  the  weftern  gateway,  with  a ’great 
number  of  hand  grenades ;  the  reft  of  the  garrilon  was  under 
arms,  and  the  Myforeans  would  certainly  have  differed  feverely; 
but  the  fears  of  the  Nabob’s  brother-in-law  put  a  ftop  to  tire  enter- 
prize.  He  was  apprehenfive  that  the  attempt  might  fucceed,  and 
to  avoid  the  rifque,  lent  a  meffenger  to  upbraid  the  regent,  and  to 
acquaint  him  that  the  garrifon  were  prepared  to  receive  him. 

The  regent  thinking  himfelf  no  longer  fafe  under  the  cannon  of 
the  city,  decamped,  and  fixed  his  head  quarters  three  miles  to  the 
weft  ward,  at  the  Pagodas  of  Wariore,  which  were  garrifoned  by 
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j  752.  Englifh  Sepoys ;  but  finding  that  captain  Dalton  bad  reinforced  this 
poft,  he  moved  again,  and  encamped  near  Seringham. 

The  mutual  diftruft  increafed  daily,  although  the  outward  appear-’ 
mice  of  friendffiip  fubfifted  ;  for  the  regent  fent  every  day  one  of  his 
principal  officers  to  enquire  after  captain  Dalton’s  health,  in-order  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  difeovering  what  he  was  doing.  When  the 
two  months  ftipulated  for  the  delivery  of  the  city  were  expired,  he 
fent  four  of  his  principal  officers  in  form  to  demand  the  feirrender  of 
it ;  but  Kiroodin  Khan,  a  man  haughty  and  iufoient,  when  no  dan¬ 
ger  was  near,  flew  out  into  a  paffion,  and  reproaching  the  commiffa- 
ries  with  the  treacherous  apd  clatideftine  pradtices  of  their  prince, 
produced  the  agreement  with  captain  Poverio,  figned  and  feakd,  and 
then  told  them  plainly,  that  they  had  no  city  to  fexpefil,  but  ffiould 
be  paid  the  money  which  the  regent  had  diiburfed,  as  foon  as  the 
Nabob’s  finances  were  in  a  better  condition. 

The  regent  pretended  to  be  much  offended  with  this  anfwer;  how¬ 
ever,  after  l'ome  confideration,  he  fent  his  minifter  to  lay  the  accounts 
before  the  Nabob,  declaring  that  he  was  willingto  relinquith  his  claim  ’ 
to  Tritchinopoly,  provided  the  money  was  immediately  paid.  This 
appearance  of  moderation  was  only  intended  to  leffen  the  Nabob’s 
character  with  tjie  publick,  and  to  juftify  the  meafures  he  was  deter¬ 
mined  to  take  himfelfj-  for  he  was  too  well  acquainted  with  his  cir- 
cumftances,  to  imagine  him  able  to  pay  fo  large  a  lum,  which,  by 
the  accounts  he  produced,  amounted  to  8,500,000  rupees. 

There  now  remained  little  hopes  of  reconciling  the  difference, 
which  Mr,  Dupleix  had  from  the  beginning  diligently  inflamed  : 
knowing  that  it  was.  the  interell  of  the  Moratto,es  to  protract  a  war, 
he  addreffed  himfelf  particularly  to  Morari-row,  who  continually  re¬ 
ceived  prefents  and  letters  from  him,  as  alfo  from  his  wife.  In  thefe- 
letters  the  Englifh  were  reprefented  as  a  plodding  mercantile  people, 
unacquainted  with  the  art  of  war,  and  not  fit  to  appear  in  the  field, 
oppofed  to  a  nation  of  fo  martial  a  genius  as  the  French ;  and  the 
iuccefs  at  Seringham  was  totally  aferibed  to  the  valour  and  aftivity 
of  the  Morattoe  cavalry. 
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Moraxi-row  having  fettled  his  plan,  eafily  perfuaded  the  regent  to  1752V 
icquiefce  in  it,  and  embaffadors  vvere  lent  to  Pondicherry,  where  a' 

’  treaty  was  foon  concluded,  and  war  refolved;  Mr.  Dupleix  promifing 
to  take  Tritchinopoly,  end  give  it  to  the  Myforeans.  In  confequence 
of  this  alliance,  Innis  Khan,  with  3000  Morattoes,  was  detached 
from  Seringham  in  the  middle  of  Auguft,  with  inftrv. diions  to  join 
the  French,  but  firft  to1  go  to  the  Nabob’s  camp,  and  endeavour  ter 
get  fome  money  from  him  ;  for  this  objedt  never  failed  to  be  inter¬ 
woven  in  all  Morari-row’s.fchemes.  The  detachment  taking  time 
to  plunder  the  province  as  they  marched  along,  were  at  fome  dif- 
tance  from  the  coaft  when  they  received  news  of  the  battle  at  Bahoor  ; 
ftartlcd  at  this  fuccefs,  Innis  Khan  halted,  waiting  for  farther  inftruc- 
tious  from  Tritchinopoly;  in  coulequence  of  which  he  joined  "the 
Nabob,  with  great  proteftations  of  friendfttip  and  feeming  joy  at  the 
late  event,  pretending  to  lament  that  he  had  not  come  up  in  time  to 
have  a  lharc  in  it ;  and  in  order  to  accomplish  his  intention  of  getting 
money,  he  did  not  hefitate  to  take  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  Nabob. 

Major  Lawrence,  notwith  (landing  his  late  (uccefs  at  Bahoor,  did 
not  think  it  prudent  to  engage  in  any  farther  operations,  whilft  he  re¬ 
mained  in  uncertainty  of  the  refolution  which,  thefe  Morattoes  might 
take ;  but-  as  (boll  as  they  joined  him,  he  moved  from  Fort  St.  David 
to  Trivadi,  and  prepared  to  employ  the  remainder  of  the  feafon,  be¬ 
fore  the  rains  began,  in  reducing  the  country  between  Pondicherry- 
and  the  river  Paliar.  At  the  fame  time  the  Nabob  requefted  the 
prefidency  to  fend  a  force  to  attack  Chinglapet  and  Cobelong,  two 
(Irong  holds,  fituated  to  the  north  of  that  river,  which  kept  in  fu’bjec- 
tion  a  couiiderable  tract  of  country,  and  from  whence  detachments-, 
frequently  plundered  the  territory  belonging  to  the  Nabob  and  the 
company. 

Madrafs  was  able  to  fnrnifh  no  more  than  200  European  recruits,, 
juft  arrived  from  England,  and,,  as  ufual,  the  refufe  of  the  vileft  em¬ 
ployments  in  London,  together  with.  500  Sepoys  newly  raifed,  and  as", 
unexperienced  as  the  Europeans.  Such  a  force  appeared  very  unequal' 
to  the  enferprize  of  laying  fiegc  to  ftrong  forts ;  and  it  could  hardlv  be 
expected  that  any  officer,  who  had  acquired  reputation,  would  wil¬ 
lingly 
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lingly  rifque  it  by  taking  the  command  of  them;  but  captain  Clive, 
whole  military  life  had  been  a  continued  option  of  difficulties,  volunta¬ 
rily  offered  his  fervice  on:  this  oceafion,  notwithftanding  that  his  health  ' 
'was  at  this  time  much  impaired  by  the  excefs  of  his  former  fatigues. 

The  troops,  with  four  24  pounders,  marched  on  the  10th  of  Sep¬ 
tember  againft  Cobelong.  This  fort,  called  by  the  Moors  Saudet  Bun- 
dar,  and  fituated  twenty  miles  fouth  of  Madrafs,  and  within  mulket 
ffiot  of  the.fea,  was  built  by  An’war-odean  Khan,  near  the  ruius  of 
another  belonging  to  the  Often d  company.  The  French  got  pofleflion 
of  it  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1 750  by  a  ftratagem.  A  fhip  an¬ 
chored  in  the  road,  making  iignalsof  diftrefs,  and  the  Moors  who  re¬ 
paired  on  board  were  told,  that  moft  of  the  crew  had  died  of  the 
icurvy,  and  that  the  reft  would  perifh  likewife,  if  they  were  not  per¬ 
mitted  to  come  afhore  immediately,  fmee  they  were  no  longer  able 
to  navigate  the  vefiel.  The  Nabob’s  officer,  in  hopes  of  being  well 
paid,  granted  their  requeft ;  on  which  thirty  Frenchmen  of  lean  and 
yellow  phyfiognomies,  counterfeiting  various  kinds  of  infirmities,  were 
admitted,  and  having  arms  concealed  under  their  cloaths,  overpowered 
the  garrifon  in  the  night.  The  fort  had  no  ditch,  but  a  ftrong  wall 
flanked  by  round  towers,  on  which  were  mounted  thirty  pieces  of 
cannon,  and  it  was  garrifoned  by  50  Europeans  and-  300  Sepoys. 

The  Englifh  troops  arrived  in  the.  evening  at  an  eminence  about 
two  miles  to  the  weftward,  from  whence  half  of  them  marched  in 
the  night  under  the  command  of  lieutenant  Cooper,  to  take  poflef- 
fion  of  a  garden,  fituated  about  600  yards  to  the  fouth  of  the  fort.  At 
break  of  day  the  garrifon  detached  30  Europeans  and  100  Sepoys; 
who  advancing  to  the  garden  unobferved,  began  to  fire  through  fe- 
veral  large  crevices  in  the  gate,  which  was  in  a  ruinous  condition, 
and  a  (hot  killed  lieutenant  Cooper.  The  troops  were  fo  terrified  by 
this  alarm,  and  by.  the  death  of  their  officer,  that  they  fled  precipi¬ 
tately  out  of  the  garden,  aiid  would  probably  have  run  back  'to  Ma¬ 
drafs,  had  they  not  been  met  by  captain  Clive  advancing  with  the 
reft  of  his  force,  who  obliged  them,  not  without  difficulty,  and  even 
violence,  to  rally,  and  return  with  him  to  the  garden,  which  the  ene¬ 
my  abandoned  on  his  approach. 
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The  next  day  he  fent  a  fummons  to  the  Frencfi  officer,  who  an* 
fwered,  that  the  Fort  belonged  to  the  king  of  France,  and  that  if 
.  the  Engliffi  committed  any  hoftilities,  his  nation  would  deem  it  a 
declaration  of  war  :  he  therefore  expected  that  they  ffiould  imme¬ 
diately  withdraw  ;  but  if  they  perfifted,  and  attacked  the  place,  he 
and  his  garrifon  were  determined  to  die  in  the  breach.  This  blufter- 
ing  language  proceeded  from  his  reliance  on  a  reinforcement  of  700 
Sepoys  and  40  Europeans,  which  Mr.  Dupleix  had  detached  from 
Pondicherry  to  Chinglapet,  with  orders  to  the  officer  commanding: 
there  to  introduce  them  at  all  events  into  Cobelong.  The  Engliffi 
the  next  day  began  to  eredt  a  battery  between  the  garden  and  the 
Fort,  at  the  diftance  of  300  yards-  from  the  walls,  and  at  the  fame 
time  placed  a  ftrong  guard  on  a  rock  about  100  yards  to  the  left  of 
the  battery.  The  enemy  brought  many  of  their  guns  to  bear  upon 
'  the  face-o f  the  attack,  and  fired  fmartly  ;  whilft  it  was  with  the 
greateft  difficulty  the  Engliffi  troops  could  be  kept  to  their'pofts,  both 
Europeans  and  Sepoys  talcing  flight  on  every  alarm  :  an  unlucky  fhot, 
which  ftruck  the  rock,'  and  with  the  fplinters  it  made,,  killed  and 
wounded  fourteen  men,  frightened  the  whole  fo  much,  that  it  was 
fome  time  before  they  would  venture  to  expofe  themfelves  again,  and. 
one  of  the  advanced  centries .was  found  feveral  hours  after  concealed 
in  the  bottom  cf  a  well. 

Captain  Clive  judging  that  ffiame  would  avail  more  than  feverity 
to  reclaim  them  from  their  cowardice,  expofed  himfelf  continually 
to  thehotteft  of  the  enemy’s  fire,  and  his  example  brought  them,  in  two- 
days  to  do  their  duty  with  fome  firmftefs.  .  On  the  third,  intelligence 
was  received  that  the  party  from  Chinglapet  were  advanced  within- 
four  miles,  on  which  he  immediately  marched  with  half  his  force  to 
give  them  battle ;  but  they,  on  hearing  of  his  approach,,  retreated 
with  great  precipitation.  On  the  fourth  at  noon,  the  battery  was 
finiffied,  and  juft  as  the  Engliffi  were  preparing  to  fire,  to  his  great 
furprize,  he  received  a  melfage  from  the  commanding  officer,  offering 
to  furrender  at  difcretion,  on-  condition  that  he  might  carry  away  his. 
own  effects :  thefe  terms  were  immediately  accepted,  and  the  Eng- 
jiffi  before  the  evening  received  into  the  place,  where  it  was  found, 
»  that 
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that  all  the  effofls  of  the  commandant  coufifted  of  a  gmatntftfiber 
of  turkics,  and  a  great  quantity  of  fnufF,  commodities  in  which  he 
•dealt.  Bcfidcs.the  cann.on  mounted  on  the  Walls,  there  were  found 
AO  other  pieces  of  the  largeft  calibres,  which  proved  to  be  part  of  the 
artillery  that  the  company  had  loft  at  Madrafs,  when  taken  by  Mr. 
De  la  Bourdonnais. 

The  next  morning  enfign  Jofejrh  Smith,  walking  out  at  day  break, 
difeovered  a  large  body  of  troops  crofting  a  fmall  river  that  runs 
about  half  a  mile  to  the  weft  of  the  Fort,  and  concluding  that  they 
•were  the  reinforcement  coming  again  from  Chinglapet,  immediately 
informed  captain  Clive,  who  inftantly  haftened  from  the  fort  to  join 
the  troops,  which  enfign  Smith  had  already  polled  in  ambufcade 
amongft  the  rocks  and  underwood,  which  commanded  the  high  rbad. 
Enfign  Smith  was  not  deceived  in  his  conjecture ;  for  the  command¬ 
ing  officer  at  Chinglapet  having  received  the  day  before  a  letter  from 
the  officer  at  Cobelong,  advifing  him  that  the  place  could  not  hold 
out  24  hours  unlels  relieved,  determined  to  make  an  effort  more  vi¬ 
gorous  than  the  former,  and  being  ignorant  of  the  furrender,  intended 
to  furprize  the  Englifh  camp  early  in  the  morning.  The  Nabob’s 
colours  were  hoifted  in  the  fort,  and  thele  being  white,  lkirted  with 
green,  were  at  a  diftance  miftaken  by  the  enemy  for  their  own  flag ; 
which  confirmed  their  notion  that  the  place  ftill  held  out ;  and  they 
continued  to  advance  with  great  leciirity,  until  the  whole  party  were 
within  the  reach  of  the  troops  in  ambufcade,  who  then  gave  their  fire 
from  all  fides  with  great  vivacity.  It  fell  heavy,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
•jc.uck  down  100  men;  tire  reft  were  fo  terrified  that  not  more  than 
half  retained  even  prefence  of  mind  to  provide  for  their  fafety  by 
flight :  the  commanding  officer,  2  5  Europeans,  and  250  Sepoys,  with 
two  pieces  of  cannon,  were  taken :  tiiofe  who  fled,  flinging  away  their 
arms,  hurried  to  Chinglapet,  where  they  communicated  no  fmall  con- 
fternation,  of  which  captain  Clive  determined  to  take  advantage  by 
marching  with  the  utmoft  expedition  againft  the  place. 

It  is  fituated  30  miles  weft  of  Cobelong,  40  fbuth  Weft  of  Madrafs, 
and  within  half  a  mile  of  the  northern  bank  of  the  river  Paliar.  The 
§  French 
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French  took  pofleffion  of  it  in  the  beginning  of  the  preceding  year, 
,'vben  their  troops  marched  out  of  Pondicherry  with  Chunda-faheb  to 
reduce  the  Ascot  province.  .  It  was,  and  not  without  reafon,  ef- 
teemed  by  the  natives  a  very  ftroflg  hold.  Its  outline,  exclufive  of 
feme  irregular  projections  at  the  gateways,  is  nearly  a  parallelogram, 
extending  400  yards  from  north  to  fouth,.  and  320  from  eaft:  to 
weft.  '  Th^eaftern,  and  half  the  northern  fide  is  covered  by  a  con¬ 
tinued  iwiim'p  of  rice:  fields,  and  the  other  half  of  the  north,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  jyhole  of  the  weft  fide,  is  defended  by  a  large  lake. 
Inaeceftible  in  thefe  parts,  it  would  have’ been  impregnable,  if  the 
lbuth  fide  had  been'  equally  fecure  ;  but  here  the  .  ground  is  high, 
and  gives  advantages  to  an  enemy.  The  Indian  engineer,  whoever 
lie  was,  that  eredled  the  fort,  feems  to  have  exceeded  the  common 
reach  of  his  countrymen  in  the  knowledge  of  his  art,  not  only  by 
the  choice  of  the  fpot,  but  alfo  by  proportioning  the  ftrength  of  the, 
defences  to  the  advantages,  and  difadvantages  of  the  fituation  :  for 
the  fortifications  to  the  fouth  are  much  the  ftrongeft,  thole  oppoiite 
to  the  rice  fields  lomething  weaker,  and  the  part  that  is  Ikirted  by 
the  lake  is  defended  only  by  a  (lender  wall ;  a  deep  ditch  60  feet 
wide,  and  faced  with  ftone,  a  fauffe-braye,  and  a  ftone  wall  1 8  feet 
high,  with  round  towers  on  and  between  the  angles,  form  the  de¬ 
fences  to  the  land  :  nor  are  thefe  all ;  for  parallel  to  the  fouth,  eaft, 
arid  north  fides  of  thefe  outward  works,  are  others  of  the  lame  kind 
repeated  within  them,  and  thele  joining  to  the  flender.  wall  which 
runs  to  the  weft  along  the  lake,  form  a  fccond  enclofure  or  fortifi¬ 
cation.  The  garrifon  confifted  of  40  Europeans  and  500  Sepoys, 
and  15  pieces  of  cannon- were  mounted  in  the  place. 

A  battery,  corififting  of  four  twenty-four  pounders,  was  raifed  to 
the  fouth  about  500  yards  from  the  wall,  which  refilling  at  this  dif¬ 
iance  longer  than  was  expected,  the  guns  were  removed  and  mounted 
svithin  200  yards,  and  from  hence  in  four  days  they  made  a. breach 
through  both  the  outward  and  inward  wall ;  'but  Hill  it  remained  to 
drain  and  fillup  the  ditches,  and  even  after  this  a  much  greater  num¬ 
ber  than  the  befiegers  might  have  been  eafily  rcpulfed.  But  the  officer, 
m  feeing  the  En^h  preparing  to  make  approaches  to  the  outward 
hi  m  ditch, 
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ditch,  imagined  that  he  had  fufficiently  afferted  the  honour  of  his 
nation,  and  hung  out  the  flag  to  capitulate,  offering  to  give  up  the. 
fort  if  the  garrifon  were  permitted  to  march  away  wtkh  the  honours 
of  war.  Captain  Clive,  thinking  that  the  rifque  of  {forming  a  place 
fo  capable  of  making  an  obftinatc  refiftance,  was  not  to  be  put  in 
competition  with  the  ideal  honour  of  reducing  the  garrifon  to  fe- 
Verer  terms,  immediately  complied  with  the  enemy’s  propofols,  who 
on  the  31ft  of  October  evacuated  the  fort,  and  marched  away  to 
Pondicherry. 

•  A  garrifon  of  Europeans  and  Sepoys,  under  the  command  of  an 
Englifh  officer,  was  placed  in  Chinglapett ;  and  fbme  time  after,  at 
the  Nabob’s  requeft,  the  fortifications  of  Cobelong  were  blown  up. 
The  capture'  of  thefe  two  places  completed  the  redudtion  of  all  the 
country  that  remained  unfubdued  to  the  north  of  the  river  Paliar,  be¬ 
tween  Sadrafs  and  Arcot. 

The  health  of  Captain  Clive  declining  every  day  after  this  expe¬ 
dition,  induced  him  not  only  to  quit  the  field,  but  alfo  to  take  the 
refolution  of  returning  to  his  native  country.-  He  left  Madrafs  in 
the  beginning  of  the  next  year,  univerfally  acknowledged  as  the  man 
whofe  example  firfl  roufed  his  countrymen  from  that  lethargy  of  their 
natural  chara&er,  into  which  they  were  plunged  before  the  fiege  of 
Arcot ;  and  who,  by  a  train  of  uninterrupted  fuccefles,  had  contri¬ 
buted  more  than  any  other  officer,  at  this  time,  to  raife  the  reputa¬ 
tion  of  their  arms  in  India. 

During  thefe  fieges,  major  Lawrence,  accompanied  by  the  Nabob, 
advanced  from  Trivadi  to  Vandiwaffi.  This  place,  fituated  20  miles 
to  the  north  of  Gingee,  was  under  the  government  of  Tuckea-feheb, 
who  had,  as  well  as  Chunda-faheb,  and  Mortiz-ally,  married  one  of 
the  fillers  of  the  Nabob,  Subder-ally  Khan  :  the  widow  of  this  un¬ 
fortunate  prince,  together  with  his  pofthumous  and  only  furviving 
foil,  called  Ally  Doaft  Khan,  refided  with  Tuckea-foheb  in  the  fort. 
It  was  imagined  that  a  place  capable  of  fending  forth  fuch  pretenders 
to  difturb  the  title  of  Mahomed-ally,  would  have  been  attacked  with 
the  utmoft  vigour ;  but  the  Nabob  was  in  fuch  diftrefo  for  money, 
that  he  preferred  to  liften  to  the  offers  of  Tuck^foheb  toranfom 
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his  town  and  fort  from  hoftilities.  Whilft  an  officer  deputed  for  this  1752. 
.  purpofe  was  fettling  the  terms,  a  eannon  fhqt  from  the  fort  was  by  w’v'*> 
tome  accident^fired  into  the  camp.  The  Sepoys,  vexed  at  the  nego¬ 
tiation,  which  difappointed  their  expectations  of  plunder,  feized  on 
this  opportunity  to  break  it  off,  and  under  pretence  of  refenting  the 
infult,  rulhed  into  the  Pettah,  and  broke  open  the  houfes  :  the  poor 
furprized  inhabitants  were  incapable  of  making  refiftance  ;  but  it 
being  apprehended  that  the  garrifon  might  fally  from  the  fort,  a 
party  of  Europeans  were  fent  to  fupport  the  Sepoys.  Tuckea-faheb, 
ignorant  of  the  caufe  of  this  fudden  aci  of  violence,  imputed  it  to 
treachery,  and  ordered  his  garrifon  to  fire  at  the  troops  they  faw  in 
the  Pettah.  This  brought  on  farther  hoftilities ;  the  Englifh  bom¬ 
barding  the  fort  with  two  mortars,  and  the  garrifon  keeping  up  a 
conftant  fire  from  their  mulketry  and  cannon  until  morning ;  when 
a  parly  enfued,  which  explaining  matters,  the  troops  Ibere  recalled 
out  of  the  Pettah,  and  the  contribution  was  fettled  at  300,000  ru¬ 
pees,  which  were  paid  the  fame  day. 

The  Morattoes  during  this  expedition  were  continually  roaming 
for  plunder,  which  they  took  indifferently,  as  well  in  the  countries 
acknowledging  the  Nabob  as  in  the  diftrifts  of  difaffedled  chiefs  ;  at 
the  fame  time  that  they  were  doing  this  mifchief,  they  expeCted  to 
be  paid,  only  becaufe  they  had  it  in  their  power  to  do  more  by  openly 
joining  his  enemies. 

The  army  returned  from  Vandiwalh  to  Trivadi,  where  they  pre¬ 
pared  to  canton  themfelves  during  the  rainy  moiifoon,  which  began 
on  the  31ft  of  October  at  night,  with  the  moil  violent  hurricane 
that  had  been  remembered  on  fhe  coaft  ;  the  rain  'that  fell  conti¬ 
nually  for-  feveral  days  after  laid  the  Whole  country  under  water, 
and  fpread  fuch  a  ficknefs  amongft  the  troops,  as  obliged  them,  on 
the  1 5th  of  November,  to  retire  to  Fort  St.  David  ;  which  place 
affording  quarters  only  for  the’ Englifh,  moil  of  the  Nabob’s  men, 
unaccuftomed  to  remain  in  the  field  in  this  inclement  feafon,  left 
him,  and  went  to  their  homes. 

By  this  time  the  regent  at  Seringham,  perceiving  that  the  Nabob 
and  the  EnglifWpd  made  lb  little  advantage  of  their  fuccefs  at  Ba- 
hoor,  recoverearrom  the  confternation  hfc  had  been  ftruck  with  by 
Mm2  that 
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that  event ;  ami  he  no  looner  heard  that  they  had  returned  into  Win¬ 
ter  quarters,  than  he  lent  away  Morari-row,  with  all  his  Morattoeo . 
excepting  500,  to  Pondicherry;  and  Innis  Khan,  Wgh  thofe  under 
his  command,  quitted  the  Nabob  at  Trivadi  in  the  beginning  of  No¬ 
vember,  but  not  without  having  got  fome  of  the  money  received  at 
Vandiwafh.  Mr.  Dupleix  promifed  to  fend  fome  Europeans  to  Se- 
ringham,  and  the  regent  hoping  to  divert  the  garrilon  of  Tritchino- 
poly  from  making  any  attempt  againft  him  before  they  arrived,  pre¬ 
tended  that  he  had  no  defign  to  make  war  with  the  Nabob,  and  that ' 
Morari-row  had  left  him  in  confequeuce  cf  a  difpute  which  had 
arifen  on  fettling  their  accounts;  but  notwithftanding  this  declaration, 
his  patroles  of  horfe  {topped  and  carried  to  his  camp  all  the  provi- 
fions  that  were  coming  to  the  c.ity  :  _  the  effedts  of  this  hoftility  were 
foon  felt ;  and  the  prefidency  of  Madrafs,  who,  in  conlideration  of 
his  pretenfirfus  to  Tritchinopoly,  had  hitherto  declined  to  take  re¬ 
venge  of  his  treacherous  attempts  to  get  poffeffion  of  it,  now  thought 
it  time  to  treat  him  as  a  declared  enemy. 

In  confequence  of  this  refolution,  captain  Dalton  on  the  23d  of 
December  marched  out  of  the  city  at  ten  o’clock  at  night,  with  the 
greateft  part  of  the  Europeans  and  Sepoys,  to  beat  up  his  camp, 
which  extended  under  the  northern  wall  of  Seringham;  but  the  re¬ 
gent  bimfelf  with  a  confiderable  guard  remained  within  the  pagoda. 
An  artillery  officer  with  three  pieces  of  cannon  was  previoufly  ported 
on  the  fouthern  bank  of  the  Cavcri,  oppofite  the  pagoda,  with  orders 
to  create  what  alarm  he  could  by  throwing  {hot  into  the  place,  as 
foon  ’as-  he  ffiould  hear  the  fire  of  the  mulketry  in  the  camp  :  the 
troops  parted  the  Caveri  at  Chucl3y-pollam,  and  then  croffing  the 
ifland  marched  along  the  bank  of  the  Coleroon,  until  they  came 
within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  enemy’s  camp,  when  they  halted 
in  order  to  refrefh  themfelves,  and  to  form  for  the  attack :  but  on 
the  review  it  was  found  that  no  lels  than  500  of  the  Sepoys  wereab- 
fent,  having,  as  they  afterwards  affirmed,  inadvertenly  miffed  the 
line  of  march  in  the  dark ;  however  the  reft  not  feeming  to  be  dis¬ 
couraged,  it  was  determined  to  proceed  :  they  were  divided  into  two 
bodies,  the  firft  marched  only  four  in  front,  beingjjefigned  to  pene¬ 
trate  through  the  camp,  filing  two  to  the  right,  antPtwo  to  the  left ; 
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whilft  the  other,  drawn  up  in  a  more  compaft  manner,  were  ordered  1752. 
to  halt  as  foon  as  they  came  amongft  the  tents,  and  there  remain  as  '  /  ’ 
*a  (upport  to  tta  fir  ft  party ;  who  moving  onj  found  the  enemy’s  ad¬ 
vanced  guard  wfl  afleep,  and  {tabbing  them  with  their  bayonets,  en¬ 
tered  the  camp  without  oppofition,  and  to  the  right  and  left  began  a 
brilk  fire  from  front  to  rear.  The  alarm  was  inftantly  fpread,  and 
produced  fuch  confternation,  that  nothing  was  heard  but  the  fhrieks 
of  men  wounded,  and  the  outcries  of  others  warning  their  friends 
to  fly  from  the  danger.  The  enemy,  according  to  their  fenfelefs 
cuftom,  raifed  a  number  of  blue  lights  in  the  air,  in  order  to  difeover 
the  motions  of  the  column,  but  thefe  lights  fesved  much  better  to 
diredt  the  fire  againfl:  themfelves  ;  in  the  mean  tirrie  thofe  within 
the  pagoda  manned  the  walls,  but  refrained  from  firing  for  fear  of 
killing  their  own  people  in  the  camp,  who  in  lefs  than  an  hour  were 
totally  difperfed ;  and  if  the  Englifh  had  brought  with  them  a  pe¬ 
tard,  they  would  probably  have  forced  into  the  pagoda,  and  have 
finifried  the  war  by  fecuring  the  perfon  of  the  regent.  Every  thing 
being  now  quiet,  the  Sepoys  were  permitted  to  take  as  many  horfes 
as  they  could  conveniently  lead  away ;  and  marching  foremoft  out 
of  the  camp,  were  followed  by  the  Europeans  in  good  order ;  but 
by  this  time,  the  Myloreans  within  the  pagoda,  finding  by  the  ex¬ 
tinction  of  the  lights,  that  none’ of  their  own  army  remained  within 
reach,  began  to  fire  fmartly  from  the  walls,  and  killed  and  wounded 
20  men,  of  whom  {even  were  Europeans. 

The  troops  reached  the  city  by  day  break,  when  they  difeovered  the 
enemy  returning  to  the  ifland,  who  immediately  {truck- all  their  t’ents, 
and  retired  into  the  pagoda.  This  fufficiently  {hewed  their  panic  ; 
hut  neverthelefs  it  was  evident  that  their  continuance  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  would  prevent  the  inhabitants  from  bringing  in  provifions, 
of  which  they  began  already  to  feel  the  want ;  captain  Dalton 
therefore  determined  to  bombard  the  pagoda,  not  doubting,  that  if 
he  could  drive  the  enemy  out  of  it,  their  fears  would  deter  them 
from  encamping  again  within  a  night’s  march.  With  this  view  he 
fent  half  his  force  the  following  night. acrofs  the  river,  and  difiodged 
them  from  a  great  choultry  that  {lands  by  the -water  fide,  direitly 
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oppofitc  to  the  fouth-gate  of  Seringham  ;  the  building  was  too  feet 
fquare,  and  30  high ;  a  great  number  of  Coolies  were  immediately 
let  to  work,  and  before  morning  they  inclofed  the  choultry  with  a. 
ftrong  entrenchment,  and  likewife  made  a  parape(iyith  fand  bags 
round  the  roof,  on  which  two  field  pieces  were  mounted.  As  if  was 
not  doubted  that  the  enemy  would  make  an  effort  to  recover  a  poll 
lo  capable  of  molefling  them,  captain  Dalton  determined  to  fupport 
it  with  the  reft  of  his  force  ;  the  bed  of  the  Caveri  having  at  this 
time  little  or  no  water,  he  took  port  over  againft  the  choultry,  on  the 
fouthern  bank  of  the  river ;  where  a  low  wall  ferved  the  party  as  a 
parapet ;  who  had  .with  them  four  field  pieces,  which  might  eafily 
flank  the  choultry,  as  the  river  in  this  part  was  only  400  yards  wide : 
the  enemy  remained  quiet  until  noon,  when  having  fufficiently  in¬ 
toxicated  themfelves  with  opium,  they  began  to  fwarm  out  in  great 
numbers  ;  but  the  field  pieces  kept  them  for  fome  time  at  a  diftance, 
every  Ihot  doing  execution.  During  the  cannonade  a  party  of  the 
Nabob’s  Sepoys  croffed  the  river,  and  taking  pofleflion  of  a  fmall 
choultry  at  a  little  diftance  to  the  right  of  the  other,  began  to  fire 
from  this  untenable  poll ;  upon  which  a  body  of  300  Morattoe  horfe 
galloped  up  to  attack  them,  but  before  they  arrived  the  Sepoys  took 
flight;  feveral  of  them  were  cut  to  pieces,  and  the  reft  re-croffmg 
the  river,  ran  into  the  city ;  the  Morattoes,  encouraged  by  this 
foccefs,  now  galloped  up  towards  the  entrenchment  of  the  great 
choultry,  where  they  were  fuffered  to  come  fo  near,  that  feveral  of 
them  made  ufe  of  their  fabres  acrols  the  parapet  before  the  troops 
with'in  gave  fire,  which  then  began,  and  feconded  by  that  of  the 
four  pieces  of  cannon  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  killed  and 
wounded  a  great  number  of  men  and  horfes,  and  obliged  the  enemy 
to  retire  in  confufion :  in  this  inftant  an  officerunadvifedly  took  the 
refolution  of  quitting  his  poll,  and  pafled  the  river,  in  order  to  give 
captain  Dalton  fome  information  concerning  the  artillery :  fome  of 
the  foldiers  feeing  this,  imagined  that  he  went  away  through  fear,  and 
concluding  that  things  were  worfe  than  appeared  to  them,  followed 
his  example, and  ran  out  6f  the  entrenchment ;  which  the  reft  perceiv¬ 
ing,  a  panic  feized  the  whole,  and  they  left  the  poll  with  the  greateft 
m  precipitation, 
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precipitation,  notwitbftanding  they  had  the  minute  before  given  three  1 752. 
.huzzas,  on  the  retreat  of  the  Morattoes :  a  body  of  3000  Myfore 
horfe,  who  we*drawn  up  on  the  bank,  immediately  galloped  into  the 
bed  of  the  river,  and  charging  the  fugitives  with  fury,  cut  down  the 
whole  party  excepting  15  men :  flufhcd  with  this  fuccefs,  they  made' 
a  pulh  at  captain  Dalton’s  divifion  on  the  other  fide.  All  tliefe  mo¬ 
tions  fucceeded  one  another  fo  rapidly,  that  he  had  hardly  time  to 
put  his  men  on  their  guard ;  more  efpecidlly  as  many  of  them  had 
caught  the  panic,  from  having  been  fpeftators  of  the  maffaCre  of  their 
comrades  :  however  fome  of  the  bravefi  hearkening  to  his  exhorta¬ 
tions  flood  firm  by  the  artillery  ;  their  behaviour ‘encouraged  the  Se¬ 
poys,  who  made  a  ftrong  fire  from  behind  the  low  wall  in  their  front, 
which,  accompanied  by  the  grape-fhot  of  the  four  field  pieces,  foon 
abated  the  ardour  of  the  enemy,  and  obliged  them  to  retreat,  leaving  - 
fome  horfes,  whofe  riders  fell  within  20  yards  of  the  muzzles  of  the  1 
guns  :  captain  Dalton  then  advanced  a  little  way  into  the  bed  of  the 
river,  where  he  remained  Until  he  had  collefted  the  dead  and  wounded.  - 
Not  a  man  who  efcaped  could  give  any  reafon  why-  he  quitted  his 
pod,  all  of  them  acknowledging  that  at  the  time  when  they  took 
flight  only  one  man  in  the  entrenchment  was  wounded;  and  that' 
they  had  nine  barrels  of  ammunition. 

This  difafter  diminifhed  the  flrength  of  the  garrifon  near  one  half, 
not  by  the  number,  but  the  quality  of  the  troops  that  were  loft;  for 
the  killed  and  difabled  were  70  Europeans,  and  300  of  the  beft  Se¬ 
poys,  together  with  the  lieutenants  Wilkey  and  Crow  ;  who  having 
endeavoured  in  vain  to  rally  the  men,  gallantly  determined  to  flay 
in  the  entrenchment,  where  they  were  cut  down.  No  farther  hopes 
therefore  remained  of  driving  the  regent  out  of  Seringham  ;  on  the 
contrary,  it  became  neceflary  for  the  garrifon,  thus  leflened,  to  give 
their  whole  attention  to  the  fecurity  of  the  city  ;  and  all  negotiations 
between  the  Nabob  and  the  regent  being  at  an  end,  captain 'Dalton 
turned  out  the  700  Myforeans,  fuffering  them  to  retire  peaceably 
with  their  arms  and  baggage:  but  he  detained  their  commander  Go- 
paulrauze,  the  regent’s  brother,  permitting  him  however  to  keep  fuch 
domefticks  as  h^^ought  proper. 

™  But 
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But  left  the  enemy  fhould  imagine  .that  he  was  totally  difjeirited, 
if  he  fhould  remain  inactive,  captain  Dalton  determined  to  make 
fome  attempt,  which,  fit  the  fame  time  that  it  might,  be  executed ' 
without  much  rifque,  might  make  them  believe  he  was  ftill  in  a 
capacity  to  a£t  in  the  field.  I  hey  had  a  poft  about  four  miles  weft 
of  Tritcbinopolv,  at  a  pagoda  called  Yelore,  where  the  guard  pre¬ 
vented  the  country  people  from  carrying'provifions  into  the  city. 
The  pagoda  had  a  ftrong  ftone  wall,  and  they  had  choaked  up  the 
great  gate  with  mud,  leaving  at  the  bottom  a  wicket,  by  which  only 
one  man  could  enter  at  a  lime,  and  this  they  carefully  fhut  every 
evening :  30  Europeans  marched  in  a  dark  night,  and  having  con¬ 
cealed  tbemfelves  in  a  watercourfe  near  the  gate,  a  ferjeant  of  artil¬ 
lery,  carrying  a  barrel  of  gun  powder  with  a  long  faufage  to  it,  went 
forward,  and  digging,  placed  the  barrel  under  the  wicket  unobferved, 
although  the  centinel  was  fitting  at  the  top  of  the  gate  finging  a 
Moorifh  fong  :  the  explofion  not  only  brought  down  the  mud-work, 
but  alfb  blew  up  the  terrace  of  the  gateway,  with  the  guard  afleep  on 
it,  fo  that  the  foldiers  entered  immediately  without  difficulty,  and 
having  frefh  in  their  memory  the  lofs  of  their  comrades  at  the  choul¬ 
try,  put  all  the  Myforeans  they  met  to  the  fword. 

The  regent,  convinced  by  this  exploit  that  famine  would  be  the 
fureft  means  of  reducing  the  garrifon,  ordered  a  party  of  200  horfe 
to  lie  on  the  plain  every  night,  between  the  city  and  the  country 
of  the  Polygar  Tondiman,  from  whence  alone  provifions  were  ob¬ 
tained  :  they  feized  fome  of  the  people  bringing  in  rice,  and  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  ancient  and  barbarous  cuftom,  cut  off  their  nofes,  and 
fent  them  thus  mangled  to  Tritchinopoly.  This  cruelty  ftruck 
fuch  a  terror,  that  for  fome  days  no  one  would  venture  to  bring  in 
fupplies  :  in  order  therefore  to  diflodge  this  detachment,  400  men, 
Sepoys  and  Europeans,  with  two  field  pieces,  marched  in  the  even¬ 
ing  and  took  poffeffion  of  the  ground  where  they  ufed  to  pafs  the 
night ;  the  enemy  coming  up  fome  time  after,  did  not  difeover  their 
danger  before  they  received  the  fire  of  the  troops,  which  imme¬ 
diately  put  them  to  flight,  and  by  their  outcries  it  was  imagined 
they  {offered  confiderably. 
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Whatever  might  be  their  Iofs,  the  furprize  ftruck  liich  a  terror,  1752. 
that  no.  wore  fmall  detachments  could  be  prevailed  on  to  remain 
’within  reach  of  the  garrifon  during  the  dark  -nights;  and  their  re¬ 
fund  fuggefted  to  the  regent  .the.  refolution  of  dividing  his  force,  and 
of  forming  a  confiderable  camp  between  the  city  and  Tondiman’s 
;  country,  whilft  he  remained  with  the  reft  at  Seringham.  A  multi¬ 
tude  of  people  let  to  the  work  finifhed  in  a  few  days  an  entrench¬ 
ment,  with  a  ftout  mud  wall,  at  a  place  called  Facquire’s  <T ipe,  or 
the  grove  of  the  Facquire,  lituated  four  miles  to  the  foutb,  and  one 
to  the  weft  of  the  city ;  after  which  5000  horfe  and  3000  foot,  being 
nearly  one  half  of  the  army,  and  the  beft  troops*  in  it,  moved  from 
the  ifland  with  their  baggage,  and  pitched  their  tents  within  this 
fortification.  The  effedt  of  this  diipofition  was  loon '  feve rely  felt ; 

1  no  more  grain  was  brought  to  the  market,  the  Ihops  were  lhut,  and 
the  inhabitants  began  to  cry  famine,  whilft  the  garrifon  had  the  morti-  . 

I  fication  to  perceive  themfelves  incapable  of  removing  the  diftrefs,  be¬ 
ing,  lince  the  lofs  at  the  choultry,  too  weak  to  cope  with  the  enemy, 
in  either  of  their  camps. 

Such  was  the  fituation  of  affairs  at' Tritchinopoly  at  the  end  of  1 753. 
March  1753.  In  the  mean  time  the  junftion  of  the  Morattoes  ena- 
bled  Mr.  Dupleix  to  make  head  againft  the  Nabob  in  the  Carnatic, 
and  he  had  likewife  received  the  fatisfaflion  of  hearing  that  his  ally 
Salabad-jing  had  removed  a  moft  dangerous  competitor  for  the  Sou- 
bahfhip,  by  the  murder  of  his  brother  Gazi-o-din  Khan. 

This  prince  having  long  lent  before  him  many  threats  and  ru¬ 
mours  of  his  approach  to  the  Decan,  at  length  marched  from  Delhi ; 
and  in  the  beginning  of  Odtober  1752,  appeared  before  Aurengabad 
at  the  head  of  1 50,000  men  :  at  the  fame  time,  and  by  his  inftigation, 
Balagerow  and  Ragogi  Bonfola  entered  the  province  of  Gol-condah, 
with  100,000  Morattoes.  Balagerow  is  known;  and  Ragogi  Bon- 
fola  we  have  feen  invading  the  Carnatic  in  1740,  ten  years  before 
which  he  had  made  conqueftsand  eftablifhed  the  Morattoe  dominion 
in  fome  parts  of  the  province  of  Berar,  from  whence,  in  conjunction 
with  Balagerow,  he  invaded  Bengal  in  1744.  Salabad-jing  and  Mr. 

Buffy  were  at  Gol-condah  when  they  received  intelligence  of  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  thefe  tiftiies,  and  immediately  took  the  field  with  their  ut- 
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moft  force,  and  at  Beder,a  very  ftrong  and  ancient  city  60  ftiiles  north- 
weft  of  Gol-condah,  were  met  by  the  Morattoes.  Meanwhile  Ghazi- 
o-din  Khan  entered  Adrengabad  without  oppofition.  He  had  brought 
with  him  from  Delhi  a  French  furgeon  named  De  Volton,  who  had 
long  been  principal  phyfician  to  the  Great  Mogul.  This  man,  Ghazi- 
o-din  Khan  lent  forward  to  Pondicherry,  as  an  envoy  empowered  by 
the  Great  Mogul  to  offer  Mr.  Dupleix  many  adv  antages,  if  he  would 
withdraw  the  French  troops  from  the  fervice  of  Salabad-jing :  and  as 
a  proof  of  this  commiftion,  De  Volton  was  furnilhed  with  a  blank 
paper,  to  which  the  great  feal  of  the  empire  was  affixed.  Salabad- 
jing  receiving  intelligence  of  thefe  'intentions,  fet  about  to  fruftrate 
them  by  a  method  which  could  not  fail  of  fuccefs,  as  it  could  not  na¬ 
turally  be  fufpedted  ;  for  he  prevailed  on  his  mother,  who  was  at 
Aureugabad,  to  poifon  his  brother,  who,  however  was  not  her  foil ; 
which  Ihe  effected  by  fending  him  a  plate  of  vidtuals,  prepared,  as 
lhe  too  truly  allured  him,  with  her  own  hands.  On  his  death  the 
greateft  part  of  his  army  returned  to  their  homes ;  but  fome  joined 
the  Morattoes  at  Beder. 

Whatfoever  apprehenfions  Salabad-jing  might  have,  that  Sche- 
abeddin  the  fon  of  Ghazi-o-din  Khan  at  Delhi,  would  obtain  the 
Soubahlhip  of  the  Decan,  and  revenge  the  murder  of  his.  father;  he 
affe&ed  to  fear  nothing  from  him,  either  as  an  enemy  or  a  competi¬ 
tor  :  and  afferting  with  more  confidence  than  ever,  that  he  himfelf 
was  the  real  Soubah,  fent,  immediately  on  Chazi-o-din  Khan’s  death, 
an  emballador  of  his  own  to  Pondicherry,  who  likewife  pretended  to 
come  from  the  great  Mogul,  with  a  patent,  as  Salabad-jing  had  pro- 
mifed,  confirming  Mr.  Dupleix  Nabob  of  the  countries  to  the  fouth 
of  the  Kriftna.  The  man  was  received  with  great  pomp  and  relped, 
and  the  patent  publilhed  throughout  the  province  with  much  often- 
tation. 

.  But  ftill  this  title,  fpecious  as  it  might  be,  furnilhed  Mr.  Dupleix 
with  no  money,  which  in  the  wars  of  lndoftan  is  of  mdre  fervice 
than  any  title  whatfoever ;  for  the  revenues  which  Salabad-jing  re¬ 
ceived  at  Aurengabad  were  continually  exhaufted  by  the  great  army 
he  was  obliged  to  maintain;  and  the  charge  of  Mr.  Buffy’s  troops 
alone  amounted  to  400,000  pounds  a  year.  The  di^?fs  was  as  great  at 
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Pondicher^  ;  for  although  many  chiefs  in  the  Carnatic  had  without 
compulfion  contributed  to  fupport  the  caufe  of  Chunda-faheb  during  his 
•  life,  their  zeal  ceafed  at  his  death,  from  their  fenfe'of  the  incapacity 
of  his  fon  Raja-laheb,  little  qualified  to  profecute  a  conteft  in  which  a 
man  of  his  father’s  abilities  had  perilhed  :  and  in  this  time  of  anarchy 
and  cotifufion,  whilft  the  authority  of  no  one  extended  farther  than  his 
fword  could  reach,  eyery  chief  ielerved  for  himlelf  whatever  revenues 
he  could  collect.  So  that  notwithftanding  Mr.  Dupleix’s  title  was  ac¬ 
knowledged  by  all  who  did  not  with  well  to  Mahomed-ally,  his  power 
was  confined  to  the  diftri£ts  which  lie  between  Pondicherry  and  Gin- 
gee,  and  thefe  did  not  furnilh  more  than  50, ooq  pounds  a  year  :•  at 
the  fame  time  the  French  company,  milled  by  his  reprefentations, 
font  out  no  more  money  than  was  neceffary  for  their  commerce,  and 
with  pofitive  orders  that  it  Ihould  not  be  employed  to  any  other  pur- 
pole.  Thele  diladyantages  would  probably  have  reduced  the  French 
to  ceafe  hoftilities  after  the  capture  at  Seringham,  had  not  Mr.  Du- 
pleix  been  endowed  (and  this  at  leaf!  is  much  to  his  honour)  with  a 
perfeverance,  that  even  fuperfeded  his  regard  to  his  own  fortune,  of 
which  he  had  at  that  time  dilburfed  140,000  pounds,  and  he  conti¬ 
nued  with  the  fame  fpirit  to  furnilh  more ;  but  as  thisrefource  could 
not  laft  long',  and  as  the  (lender  capacity  of  Raja-laheb  rendered  him 
rather  a  burthen  than  a  fupport  to  the  caufe,  he  determined  to  make 
him  relinquilh  the  title  of  Nabob,  and  to  give  it  to  fome  other  perfon, 
from  whofe  wealth,  ability,  and  connexion,  he  might  realonably  ex¬ 
pert  confiderable  refources  for  carrying  on  the  war.  The  man  he 
pitched  upon  was  Mortiz-ally  Khan  of  Velore,  to  whom  he  difplayed 
all  the  commiffions  he  had  received  frcm  Salabat-jing,  and  difcovered 
the  ftateof  his  negotiations  with  the  Morattoes,  and  Myforeans.  The 
Phoufdar,  fenfible  that  there  could  not  be  much  rilk  in  taking  part 
with  fuch  an  apparent  fuperiority,  accepted  the  propofal,  levied  troops, 
and  relblved  to  go  to  Pondicherry,  as  foon  as  the  journey  might  be 
undertaken  without  danger.  In  the  mean  time  50  Europeans  were 
lent  from  Pondicherry  to  Velore,  and  with  their  afliftance  he  formed 
a  confpiracy  with  the  French  prilbners  in  the  fort  of  Arcot,  who 
were  to  rife  and  overpower  the  Englifli  garrifon,  which  they  greatly 
outnumbered ;  %t  a  lulpicion  of  this  treachery  was  luckily  enter- 
N11  2  tained 
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tained  in  lime  to  prevent  the  fuccefs  of  it,  and  the  prisoners  were 
removed  in  the  latter  end  of  December  to  Chinglapett.  Thug  ended 
the.  year  1752  in  the  Carnatic. 

•  O11  the  3d  of  January  1753,  the  French,  confifting  of  500  Euro, 

peans,  and  a  troop  of  60  horde,  together  with  2000  Sepoys,  and  4000 
Morattoes  under  the  command  of  Morari-row,  marched  from  Val- 
dore,  and  entrenched  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Pannar,  in  fight  of 
Trivadi:  upon  which  Major  Lawrence,  with  the  Nabob,  returned 
from  Fort  St.  David  to  their  former  encampment  at  that  place.  Their 
force  confifted  of  700  Europeans,  2000  Sepoys,  and  1500  daftarilly 
horfe  belonging  to  the  Nabob.  On  the  9th  the  Morattoes,  fupported 
by  two  companies  of  Topaffes  in  their  own  pay,  advanced  with  three 
field  pieces,  and  began  to  cannonade  the  village  of  Trivadi.  The  bat¬ 
talion  was  immediately  under  arms,  and  the  grenadiers,  with  forae 
Sepoys,  were  ordered  to  attack  their  guns,  which  the)'  got  poffefiion 
of  before  the  enemy  had  time  to  fire  a  fecond  round  :  the  Morattoes 
ftill  remaining  on  the  plain,  Major  Lawrence  followed  them  two 
miles  towards  their  camp,  and  having  as  he  thought  fufficiently  dif- 
perfed  them  with  his  field  pieces,  prepared  to  return,  when  they  came 
galloping  up  again  furioufly  on  all  fides,  and  furrounded  him.  The 
foldiers  preferved  their  fire  till  every  fhot  did  execution,  and  the  ar¬ 
tillerymen  behaving  with  the  fame  calmnefs  and  refolution  faon  beat 
them  off,  with  the  lofs  of  100  men  killed.  Morari-row,  on  his  return 
to  the  camp  reproached  the  French  for  their  cowardice,  in  not  having 
fupported  him  in  the  manner  that  had  been  concerted  between  them. 
Me  continued  however  with  great  attivity  to  diftrefs  their  enemies,  by 
fending  out  parties,  which  prevented  the  country  people  from  bring¬ 
ing  provifions  to  the  Englifli  camp;  and  this  obliged  Major  Lawrence, 
when  in  want,  to  march  with  his  whole  force,  and  efcort  his  fupplies 
from  Fort  St.  David.  Thefe  marches  were  exceffively  fatiguing,  and 
might  have  been  dangerous,  had  the  French  behaved  with  the  fame 
aflivity  and  fpirit  as  the  Morattoes;  who  never  failed  to  be  on  the 
road  harrafllng,  and  fometimes  charging,  the  line  of  march :  on  the 
38th  of  January,  in  particular,  tjjey  accompanied  the  battalion  the 
whole  way  from  Trivadi  to  Fort  St.  David:  but  difpirited  by  the  lofs 
of  300  of  their  horfe 3,  which  were  killed  by  the  jield  pieces  in  the 
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different  flyrmilhes  of  the  da}',  they  did  not  venture  to  attack  the 
troops*  as  they  tv  ere  i’eturning  to  the  camj)  with  the  convoy. 

*  Supported  as  the.French  were  by  this  excellent  cavalry,  they  mkht 
without  much  rifque  have  ventured  on  a  general  engagement.;  :but 
Mr.  Dupleix,;.whofe  eye- was. always  on  Tritchifiopoly,  determined  to 
protraft  the  war  on  the  fea  coaft  as  long  as  .poffible,  that  the  Myfo- 

!  reans  might  not  be  interrupted  fronyblockading  the  city.  He  there¬ 
fore  ordered  his  troops  on  the  Pannar  to  aft  intirely  on  the  defenfive, 
and  to  ftrengthcu  their  entrenchments;  which,  with  the  ufual  dex¬ 
terity  of  that  nation  in  works  of  this  .kind,  were  foonepmpleated  and 
rendered  little  inferior  to  the  defences  of  a  regular  fortrefs.  The 
Englifh  prefidency,  fenfible  of  the  great  rifque  of  ftorming  fuch  works 
i  without  a  fufficient  body  of  horfe  to  coyer  the  flanks  of  their  infantry 
j  during  the  attack,  follicited -the  king  of  Tanjore  to  fend' his  cavalry 
j  to  their  affiftance :  he  promifed  fair,  and  a  detachment  of  Europeans 
j  with  two  field  pieces  marched  from  Triyadi  to  favour  the  junction  ; 

|  but  they  had  not  proceeded  far,  before  they  heard  that  the  king  had 
;  recalled  his  troops  to  the  capital,  on  a  report  that- the.  Morattoes  in¬ 
tended  to  enter  his  country. 

Difappointed  of  this  affiftance,  Major  Lawrence  was  obliged  to  re¬ 
main  inactive  in. his  camp,  contemplating  every  day  the  fitnation  of  the 
enemy,  which  he  had  in  fight,  and. fretting  at  his  incapacity  to  attack 
them.  Tbe.Morattoes  in  the  mean  time  were  not  idle ;  their  parties 

•  were  feen  now  at  Trinomalee,  then  at  Arcot,  then  at  Cbillam  brum, 
that  is,  in  every  part  of  the  province  betw;een  the.  river-Paliar,  and  the 
Coleroon.  In  the  middle  of  February,  one  of  their  detachments  ap¬ 
peared,  flourilhing  their  fabres,  and.caracolling  within  muiket  fhot  of 
Chimundelum,  the  weftern  redoubt  of  the  bound-hedge  of  St.  David  : 
their  info.lence  irritated  the  guard,- and  theferjeant,  a  brave  but  blun¬ 
dering  man,  thinking  this  an  opportunity  of  diftinguiffiing  himfelf 
and  of  getting  promotion,  marched  into  the  plain  with  his  whole 
force,  25  Europeans,  and  50  Sepoys.  The  enemy  retreated,  until 
the  party  was  advanced  half  a  mile  fiom  the  redoubt ;  when  they 
turned  on  a  Hidden,  and  galloping  up  furrounded  them  in  an  in- 
ftant;  the.  ferj cant,  not  doubting  that  ,  the  firfl  fire  would  difperfe 

them, 
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them,  gave  it  in  a  general  volly,  which  did  feme  execution ;  but  before 
the  troops  could  load  again,  the  Morattoes  charged  them  impefuoufly 
fword  in  hand,  broke  the  rank,  and  every  horfeman  Tingling  out  a  ■ 
particular  man,  cut  them  all  to  pieces.  Inactivity  or  retreat  in  war 
is  never  in  Indoftan  imputed  to  prudence  or  ftratagem,  and  the  fide 
which  ceafes  to  gain  fucceffes  is  generally  fuppofed  to  be  on  the  brink 
of  ruin.  Such  were  the  notions  entertained  of  the  army  at  Trivadi, 
and  they  were  induftrieufly  propagated  by  Mr.  Dupleix,  in  order  to 
encourage  his  new  ally  Mortiz-aily  to  fet  up  his  ftandard  in  the  pro¬ 
vince.  The  Phoufdar  with  his  ufual  caution  firft  encamped  without 
Velore,  then  advanced  fomewhat  farther,  and  at  laft,  allured  by  the 
Morattoes  that  they  would  cover  his  march,  ventured  to  proceed  to. 
Pondicherry,  where,  on  furnifhing  50,000  pounds  for  the  expences 
of  the  war,  he  was  with  great  ceremony  and  public  rejoicings  pro¬ 
claimed  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic. 

But  the  fatisfaftion  he  might  receive  from  this  exaltation  did  not 
laft  long.  It  was  propofed  that  he  Ihould  begin  by  imitating  the 
conduft  of  Chunda-faheb,  and  appear  at  the  head  of  the  army  :  this 
his  nature  abhorred.  On  fettling  the  terms  of  his  regency,  fb  much 
affiftance  in  money  and  troops  was  expended  from  him,  and  fo  little 
power  or  advantage  offered  in  return,  that  he  found  the  Nabobfhip 
held  on  luch  conditions,  would  be  of  lefs  value  than  the  inde¬ 
pendant  poffeffion  of  his  government  of  Velore.  At  the  lame  time, 
iiifpefting  what  he  bimfelf  would  infallibly  have  done  in  a  fimilar 
cafe,  he  was  terrified  with  the  notion  that  Mr.  Dupleix  would  keep 
him  a  prifoner  at  Pondicherry,  if  he  difcovered  his  averfion  to  have 
any  farther  connexion  with  him  :  theie  fentiments  did  not  efcape  the 
fagacity  of  Mr.  Dupleix ;  but  he  had  too  much  good  fenfe,  not  to  fee 
that  fuch  a  breach  of  faith  would  probably  determine  the  enemies  of 
Mahomed-ally  to  make  their  peace  on  any  terms  with  that  prince. 
Tie  therefore  confented  to  Mortiz-ally’s  return,  who  promifing  to 
make  war  in  the  country  about  Arcot,  left  Pondicherry  in  the  end  of 
March,  convinced  for  the  firft  time  in  his  life,  that  he  had  met  with 
a  more  cunning  man  than  himfelf. 

In  the  mean  time,  no  military  operations  paffed,  excepting  the 
■  0  Ikirmifhes 
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ikirmifhes  of  die  Morattoes  with  the  Englifh  battalion,  during  three  1753. 
or  four  marches,  which  they  were  obliged  to  make,  in  order  to  efcort 
*  their  provifions  from  Fort  St.  David.  The  French  were  not  to  be  in- 
ticed  out  of  their  entrenchments ;  and  Major  Lawrence,  feeing  no 
other  method  of  ftriking  a  decifive  blow,  determined,  to  ftorm  their 
camp.  The  prefidency  feconded  this  refolution,  by  fending  200  Eu¬ 
ropeans,  of  which  100  were  a  company  of.  Swifs  lately  arrived  from 
Bengal,  to  Fort  St.  David  ;  where  the  battalion  joined  them ;  and 
the  whole,  with  a  large  convoy  of  provifions,  fet  out  for  the  camp,  on' 
the  firft  of  April.  The  whole  body  of  the  Morattoes  were  waiting 
for  them  in  fight  of  the  bound-hedge;  and  bejiaved  this  day  with 
more  adlivity  than  ever,  rarely  removing  out  of  cannon  fhot,  and  gal- 
|j  loping  up  whenever  the  incumbrances  of  the  baggage  difunited  the 
Ij  line  of  march,  and  left  intervals  open  to  their  attacks.  Thus  .con- 
tinually  threatened,  and  often  aflaulted,  the  convoy  advanced  very 
!  {lowly.  The  weather  was  exceflive  hot,  and  feveral  men  fell  dead 
j  with  the  heat,  fatigue,  and  the  want  of  water.  When  within  three 
miles  of  Trivadi,  the  Morattoes  made  a  general  and  vigorous  charge, 
furrounding  the  front  of  the  line,  and  were  with  difficulty  repulfed  ; 
many  of  their  horfes  fell  within  a  few  yards  of  the  field  pieces,  and 
amongft  the  {lain  was  Bazinrow,  Morari-row’s  nephew,  the  fame  who 
came  to  captain  Clive’s  affiftance,  after  the  liege  of  Arcot.  His  death 
damped  their  ardour,  and  they  retreated  to  a  diftance.  But  the  work , 
of  the  day  was  not  yet  over  ;  for  the  troops  continuing  their  march, 
difcovered  within  a  mile  of  Trivadi,  the  French  troops  and  Sepoys 
drawn  up  on  their  right :  the  convoy  happened  luckily  to  march  on 
the  left  along  the  bank  of  the  river  Gandelu.  The  two  battalions 
advanced  againft  each  other  cannonading,  until  the  French  coming 
to  a  hollow-way,  halted  on  the  oppofite  fide,  imagining  that  the  Eng¬ 
lifh  would  not  venture  to  pafs  it  under  the  diladvantage  of  being  ex- 
pofed  to  their  fire  ;  but  Major  Lawrence  ordered  the  Sepoys  and  ar¬ 
tillery  to  halt  and  defend  the  convoy  againfl  the  Morattoes,  {till  hover¬ 
ing  about,*  and  pufhed.  on  brifkly  with  the  main  body  of  Europeans 
aero  ft  the  hallow  way  :  the  enemy,  who  expected  to  find  the  Englilh 
fatigued  with  a  long  and  harraffing  march,  were  fo  ftartled  at  the 
vivacity  of  this  motion,  that  they  only  flayed  to  give  one  fire,  and  then 


ran  away  with  the  utmoft  precipitation,  leaving  the  Englifli  to  fiaiffi 
their  march  without  farther  moleftatioh.  As  foon  as  the  troops  Were 
recovered  from  their  fatigue,,  Major  Lawrence  approached  nearer  the ' 
enemy’s  camp,  within  a  mile  of  which  they  had  an  advanced  party, 
at  the  village  of  Caryamun'galum ;  the  grenadiers  and  ioo  then  of  the 
battalion  were  ordered  to  attack  this  port,  and  foon  get  poffelBofl  of 
it;  after  which  a  battery  of  two  eighteen  pounders  was  eredted  again!!: 
their  entrenchments,  at  the  diftance  of  700  yards  :  it  was  not  before 
this  time  that  the  Englifli  perfectly  dilcovered  the  ftrength  of  their 
works,  which  confifted  of  a  rampart  cannon  proof,  with  redoubts  at 
proper  diftances,  a  broad  and  deep  ditch,  and  a  good  glacis,  defended 
by  30  pieces  of  cannon.  The  battery  fired  for  fome  time,  but  made 
no  impreffion,  and  the  difficulty  of  getting  provifions  increafing  with 
the  difiance  from  St.  David,  it  was  thought  proper  to  defift  from  the 
attempt,  and  the  army  returned  to  Trivadi.  • 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Morattoes  were  indefatigable,  and  being 
joined  by  a  fmall  party  from  Pondicherry,  furprized  a  fort  near 
Chillambrum,  called  Bouagerry,  from  whence  Fort  St.  David  drew 
large  fupplies  of  grain  :  captain  Kilpatrick  marched  with  a  detach¬ 
ment  to  retake,  the  place ;  and  upon  his  approach  they  abandoned 
it.  in  the  night.' 

Three  months  ineffectually  employed  to  bring  the  enemy  to  a  gene¬ 
ral  engagement,  convinced  Major  Lawrence  of  the  neceflity  of  alter¬ 
ing  his  plan  of  operations.  He  confulfed  with  the  Nabob  on  re¬ 
moving  the  war  to  fome  other  part  of  the  country,  in  order  to  draw 
the  French  battalion  from  their  prefent  impregnable  fituation  ;  but 
it  was  not  eaiy  to  determine  where  they  Ihould  carry  their  arms ;  and 
whilft  they  were  deliberating  on  the  choice,  fuddeil  and  unexpected 
news  from  Trkchinopoly  refolved  the  difficulty,  and  left  them  with¬ 
out  an  option. 

Captain  Dalton,  forefeeing  the  diftreffes  to  which  the  city  would  be 
reduced  after  the  defeat  of  his  party  at  the  Choultry,  had  often  quef- 
tioned  Kiroodin  Khan  the  governor,  on  the.  quantity  of  provifions 
he  had  in  fiore ;  wh^o  always  affined  him,  with  great  confidence,  that 
he  had  fufficlent  to  fupply  the  garrifon  for  four  months.  For  fome 

time 
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•time  tjie  fmall  convoys,  which  got  into  the  city  in  fpite  of  the  enemy’s 
^patroles,  balanced  the  daily  -confumption  made  out  of  the  magazines; 
hut  as  loon  as  the  Myforean  divided  his  army  into  two  camps,  all 
•fupplies  were  cut  off,  and  a  party  of  Sepoys,  which  had  been  fent 
into  Tondiman’s  country,  were  not  able  to  get  back.  -In  this  fitua- 
■tion  captain  Dalton  infilled  on  examining  the  magazines,-when  to  his 
great  furprize  Kiroodin  Khan  informed  him  that  he  had  taken  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  i’carcity,  to  fell  out  the  provifions  to  -the  inhabitants  at 
•a  high  price,  not  doubting  but  that  opportunities  of  replacing  them 
would  offer,  a’nd  acknowledged  that  the  flock  re-mainiiig-was  no-more 
than  fufficient  for  fifteen  days:  in  which  time ‘the  army 'at-  Trivadi 
;  coukl  hardly  receive  the  news,  and  march  to  the  relief  of  -the  city. 
!  Expoftulations  were  vain,  for  the  mifchie-f  was  real-;  an  -expreis 
'was  therefore  fent  with  this  alarming  intelligence  to  major  Lawrence, 
who  received  it  at  ten  at  night,  the  20th  of  April,  and  inftantly  iflued 
orders  for  the  troops  to  be  in  readinels  to  march  by  day-break  ;  when, 

!  leaving  a  garrifon  of  1 50  Europeans,  and  500  Sepoys,  at  Trivadi, 
■the  reft  proceeded  to  Fort  St.  David,  in  order  to  collefl  the  -neceffary 
lupplies  of  military  ftores.  - 

The  want  of  horfe  having  hitherto  been  the  principal  obftacle  to 
the  progrefs  of  the  Nabob’s  affairs,  it  was  determined  to  apply  again 
to  the  king  of  Tanjore,  and  in  order  to  encourage,  or  if  neceffary  to 
iiwe  him  into  a  compliance,  it  was  Tefolved  to  proceed  to  Tritchino- 
poly,  through  his  dominions.  The  army  on  the  sad  of  April  paffed 
by  Chillambrum,  and  as  foon  as  they  croffed  the  Colcroon,  -the.  king 
deputed  Succojee,  his  prime  minifter,  to  compliment'  the  Nabob  and 
major  Lawrence ;  and  when  they -were  arrived  at  Condore,  ten  miles 
from  the  capital,  he  delired  an  interview,  and  -met  them  half  way  at 
one  of  his  gardens,  where  he  appeared  in  great  Iplendor,  accompanied 
by  3000  horfe,  and  200  elephants  in  rich  trappings.  Seeming  to  be 
-convinced  that  -it  was  his  own  intereft  to  fupport  the  Nabob,  he  gave 
ciders  to  his  horfe  to  proceed  with  him  to  Tritchinopolv  ;  hut  the 
next  day,  after  marching  a  few  miles,  they  left  the  army,  promiling, 
however,  to  return  very  foon.  . 

During  this  interval  captain  Dalton  had  not  been  inufilive  at  Trichi. 
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i  755.  nopoly.'  The  enemy’s  troops,  at  the  Facquirc’s  Tope  were  com- 
mantled  by  Virana,  the  fame  general  who  led  tire  van  of  the  army, 
when  the  Myforeans  CHt  joined  the  Englifh  detachment  at  Kiftna-' 
varam,  where  captain  Dalton  had  an  opportunity  of  difeovering  the 
little  reach  of  his  military  capacity,  and  knowing  him  to  be  a  very 
timorous  man,,  particularly  in  the  night,  he  did  not  doubt  that  if 
frequent  alarms  were  given  to  the  camp,  the  Myforean  would,  out  of 
regard' to  his  own  fecurity,  fend  no  more  detachments  abroad  to  in¬ 
tercept  provifions  coming  to  the  city.  For  this  purpofe  he  ere&ed  a 
redoubt,  within  random  cannon  fhot  of  the  enemy’s  camp,  but  much 
nearer  to  the  city  f  and  when  this  poft  was  well  fecured,  and  two 
pieces  of  heavy  cannon  mounted  on  it,  the  guard  frequently  advanced 
with  two  field  pieces,  and  fired  into  the  camp ;  in  the  day  time  taking 
eare  to  return  to  the  redoubt,  as  foon  as  the  enemy  began  to  move,, 
which  they  Were  apprized  of  by  fignals  from  the  rock  in  Tritcbi— 
nopoly ;  but  in  the  night  they  proceeded  with  lefs  caution,  and  advanced, 
near  enough  to  throw  grape  fhot  into  the  camp,  the  Myforeans  never 
once  venturing;  to  fend  out  a  detachment  to  cut  off  their  retreat.. 
Encouraged  by  this  proof  of  their  imbecillity,  the  party,  under  favour' 
of  a  very  dark  night,  approached  the  1 5  th  of  April  much  nearer,  and 
fired  30  rounds  of  grape  fhot  into  the  camp,  from  each  of  the  field, 
pieces  ;  which  created  no  fmall  confufion,  as  appeal  ed  by  the  number 
of  lights  the  enemy  raifed,  and  the  great  uproar  they  made  :  next  day 
the  party  had  fcarce  recommenced,  their  fire  from  the  ulual  ffation,, 
before  they  perceived  the  enemy  decamping  in  a  great  hurry ;  but 
fufpefiing  this  to  be  a  feint  to  draw  them  nearer  in  order  to  cut  off 
their  retreat,  they  continued- firing  very  brifkly  without  advancing  : 

'  and  before  noon  die  enemy  ffruck  all  their  tents,  and  abandoned,  the 
camp,  which  the  party  then  took  poffeflion  of,  and  found  in  it  a- large 
quantity  of  rice,  and  other  provifions,  as  alfo  feveral  wounded  men,, 
who  informed  them,  that  the  cannonade  of  the  preceding  night  having 
killed  an  elephant,  two  camels,  and  feveral  horfes,  had  ftruck  Virana 
with  fuch  terror,,  that  he  determined  not  to  ftand  the  rilk  of  another 
attack.  He  however  remained  to  the  fbuth  of  the  Caveri  two  or 
three  days  longer ;  but.  on  receiving  certain  intelligence  of  major 
Lawrence’s 
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Lawrence’s  march,  he  joined  the  reft  of  the  Myforeans  at  Seringham, 
and  Are  country  people  ventured  again  to  bring  provifions  into  the 

On  the  6th  of  May,  the  major  arrived  in  fight  of  Tritchinopoly, 
and  entered  the  city  without  meeting  any  interruption ;  for  none  of 
the  Myforeans  prefumed  to  appear  on  the  plain:  the  number  of  the 
battalion  was  greatly  diminilhed  during  the  march,  which  was  per¬ 
formed  at  the  letting .  in  of  the  land  winds,  when  they  blow  with 
the  greateft  heat  and  violence ;  befides  feveral  who  died  on  the 
road,  and  others  who  were  fent  back  fick  to  Fort  St.  David,  and 
Devi  Cotab,  ioo  men  unfit  for  duty  were  carried  into  the  hofpital 
at  Tritchinopoly  on  the  day  of  their  arrival:  many  had  like  wife 
defeated  ;  particularly  of  the  Swifs,  of  whom  a  ferjeant  and  1 5  men 
,  -.vent  off  in  one  day  :  fo  that  the  whole,  including  what  the  garrifon 
of  Tritchinopoly  could  fpare  for  the  field,  amounted,  when  muftered, 
to  no  more  than  500  Europeans,  who  with  2000  Sepoys,  and  3000 
liorfe  in  the  Nabob’s  fervice,  compofed  the  army. 

As  foon  as  Mr.  Dupleix  was  certain  what  rout  they  had  taken,  he 
detached  200  Europeans,  and  500  Sepoys,  with  four  field  pieces, 
from  the  camp  near  Trivadi ;  who  marching  by  the  road  of  Ver- 
dachelum,  Volcondah  and  Utatoor,  joined  the  Myforeans  at  Sering- 
ham,  the  day  after  the  Englilh  arrived  at. Tritchinopoly. 

Major  Lawrence  having  allowed  the  men  three  days  to  refrelh 
themfelves,  determined  on  the  10th  of  May  to  pals  over  into  the 
ifland,  and  offer  the  enemy  battle,  which  if  they  declined,  he  re- 
folved  to  bombard  Seringham,  and  cannonade  their  camp  :  the  Na¬ 
bob’s  cavalry,  difeontented  for  want  of  pay,  refufed  to  take  any  lhare 
in  the  aftion.  The  battalion  and  Sepoys  therefore  proceeded  with¬ 
out  them,  and  fetting  out  at  three  in  the  morning  in  two  divifions, 
arrived  at  fix  at  Moota  Chellinoor,  a  village  four  miles  weft  of  the 
city,  over  againft  the  head  of  the  ifland.  A  large  body  of  horfc  and 
foot,  drawn  up  on  the  oppofite  fide,  feemed  determined  to  defend 
the  pafs,  but  were  foon  dilperfed  by  the  firft  divifion,  and  whilft  the 
fccond  was  crofting  they  retreated  towards  the  pagoda,  from  w  hence 
the  Myforeans  no  lboner  dii'ccvercd  the  Englilh  .forming  on  the  iiland, 
O  o  2  than 
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1 753-  ‘hail  they  fiwarmed  out  in  great  numbers,  and  their  cavalry,  led  by 
the  Morattoes  under  the  command  of  Harrafing,  came  galloping  up 
at  a  great  rate,  and  making  a  refolute  charge  on  the  left  of  the  line, 
where  a  body- of  Sepoys  were  ported,,  broke  through-  them  fivord  in 
hand ;  but  the  Sepoys  feeing  three  platoons  of  Europeans  advancing 
to  their  fupport,.  behaved  with-fpirit,  and  recovering- their  ground,- 
kept  up  a  finart  fire,  which  after  a  fevere  daughter  repulled  the 
cavalry,,  who- made  a  mort  precipitate  retreat  towards  the  pagoda, 
expofed  to  the  fire  of  ten  pieces  of  cannon,  eight  of  which  were 
field  pieces  which  accompanied  the  troops,  and  two  eighteen  poun¬ 
ders  which  captain  -Dalton  had  fent  to  the- bank  of  the  river.  By 
this  time  Mr.  Aftruc,  with  the  French  troops  and  Sepoys  marched 
■up,  and  lodging  the  greatert  part  of  them  in-  a  water  courfc,.  where 
they  were  eft'e&ually  ftieltered,  placed  his  cannon,  four  field  pieces,  on 
an  eminence,.from  whence  they  made  a  briik  fire.  They  were  an- 
fwered  by  the  Englifh  artillery  ;.  but  as  it  was  not  thought  prudent  to 
make  a  pulh  at  the  water  ccurfe,  at  the  rifque  of  being  fallen  upon 
by  filch -numbers  of  cavalry  as  covered  the  plain;  major  Lawrence, 
to  preferve  his-  main  body  from  the  enemy’s  cannonade,  ordered  them 
to  take  fhelter  behind  a  bank,  lb- that  the  fight  was  maintained  only 
by  the  artillery  until  noon,  when  a  party  of  the  enemy’s  Sepoys,  with 
fome  Topaffes,  took  pofleflion  of  a  large  choultry  to-  the  left  of  the 
Englifh  line,. which  they  began  to  incommode  with  the  fire  of  their  ' 
mulketry upon,  this  the  company  of  grenadiers,  with  a  detachment 
ef  Swifs  under  the  command  of  captain  Polier,.were  ordered  to  dif- 
lodge  the  Sepoys  ; .  which  fiervice  the  grenadiers  effected  with  great  re* 
lolution  ;  and,  animated  by  their  luccefs,.  purfued  the  fugitives  until 
they  infenfibly  gained  the  flank  of  the  water  courle,.  where  the  main 
body  of  the  French  troops  was  concealed-;  who,  on  feeing  the  danger- 
which  threatened  them,  prepared  to  retreat,  and  were  actually  on  the 
point  of  abandoning  two  of.  the  field  pieces,  when  captain  Polier, 
who  remained  with  the  Swifs  at  the  choultry,,  and  from  thence  could 
not  fee  the  enemy’s  confufion,  lent  orders  for-the  grenadiers  to  return; 
Thus  was  loft  one  of  thofe  critical  moments,  ou  which  the  greatert 
advantages  of  war  fo  often  depend  ;.  -but  without  any  difparagement 


fo  the  reputation  of  Polier,  whofe  orders  dire&ing  him  only  to  dif- 
lodge  the  enemy  from  the  choultry,  he  would  have  been,  culpable, 
'had  he  pufhed  his  fuccefs  farther  without  a  fubfequent  order  ;•  which 
the  major  had  no  reafon  to  fend,  as  from- the- fituation  he  was  in,  hfc 
could  not  difcover  the  diftrefs  of  the  enemy.  On  the  retreat  of  the 
'  grenadiers,  the  French  again  took  pofteffion  of  the  water  courfe,  and 
renewed  the  cannonade,  which  lafted  till  the  evening,  when  the  want 
of  provitions,  as  well  as  the  exceffive  fatigue  which  the  Englifh  troops 
had  undergone,  obliged  them  to  repafs  the  river,  and  return  to  Tritchi'- 
nopoly ;  where  they  arrived  at  jo  at  night,  having  without  intermiffion 
been  employed  zo  hours  either  in  march  or  aftron."  The  lofs  they 
fuftained  was  much  lefs  than  might  -have  been  expefted,  from  the 
fire  to  which  they  had -been  expofed ;  for  only  three  officers  were 
wounded,  and  two  with  four  private  men  and  a  few  Sepoys  killed. 

The  operations  of  this  day  fhewed  that  the  French  troops  were 
i  commanded  by  an  abler  officer  than  any  who-had  yet  appeared  at 
'  their  head  ;  and  little  hopes  remaining  of  diflodging  the  Myforeans 
-  from  the  pagoda,  major  Lawrence  gave  his  whole  attention  to  the 
means  of  fupplying  the  city  with  provitions.  For  this  purpofe  the 
army  marched  into  the  plain,  and  encamped  at  the  Facquire’s  Tope, 
within  the  entrenchment  which  Virana  the  Myfore  general  had  lately  . 
abandoned,  where  they  lay  conveniently  for  protecting  the  convoys 
coming  from  Tondiman’s  country  ';  proper  agents*  fupported  by  a  de¬ 
tachment  of  troops,  were  fentto-  purchafe  grain,  and  at  the  fame 
time  the  King  of  Tanjorewas  requeued  to  col  left  and  feud  fupplies. 
But  the  Myfbrean  was  not  wanting  to  counteract  thefe  meafures; 
he  kept  an  agent  both  at  Tanjore,  and  with  Toudiman,  who  repre- 
lented,  that  if  Tritchinopoly  fhould  once  be  provided  with  a  coiw 
tiderable  frock  of  provitions,  it  was  not  to  be  doubted  but  that  the 
Nabob  and  the  Englifh  would  immediately  carry  their  arms  again 
into  the  Carnatic,  leaving  their  allies  expofed  to  the  juft  refentment 
of  the  regent,  who  would  not  fail  to  take  the  fevereft  revenge  for 
the  fcrvice  they  bad  rendered  his  enemies.  This  reafoning  was  well 
adapted  to  the  genius  of  thofe  to  whom  it  was  addrdTed  ;  for  the 
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J  7 5 3’  Indians,  never  influenced  by  the  principle  of  gratitude  themfelves, 
'  do  not  expoSt  to  meet  with  it  in  others  ;  and  accuftomed,  after  they 
have  gained  their  ends,  to  pay  no  regard  to  the  promifes  they  havtf 
made,  tbe.y  gave  little  credit  to  major  Lawrence  when  he  allured 
them  that  he  would  never  remove  from  Tritchinopoly,  before  he 
had  provided  for  the  fafety  of  their  countries.  Nor  did  the  Myforeati 
neglcft  to  employ  the  refource  of  money  to  alienate  thefe  precarious 
allies  :  in  Tondiman’s  country'he  bribed  the  chiefs  and  officers  of 
Inch  diftrifts  as’ lay  convenient  for  furnilhing  provifions  ;  and  at  Tari- 
jore  gained  over  to  his  intereft  the  prime  minifter  Succojee,  who  in- 
tirelv  ruled  the  King  his  matter  ;  however  the  King,  not  wholly  un- 
follicitous  of  the  confequences,  if  the  Englilh  fortune  fhould  change 
again,  palliated  his  refufal  with  fpecious  pretexts,  and  wrote  to  the 
presidency  that  the  enemy’s  detachments  had  already  done  mifehief 
to  the  amount  of  100,000  pounds  in  his  country,  where  the  harveft 
was  now  coming  on,  but  that  as  foon  as  it  was  gathered  he  would 
not  fail  to  give  them  all  the  affiftance  in  his  power :  this  pretended 
■mifehief  was  no  more  than  what  all  other  parts  of  the  country  had 
fullered  from  the  Morattoes,  who  in  their  predatory  excurfions  made 
.no  diftinftion  between  the  territories  of  friends  and  foes. 

Thus,  uotwithftanding  no  prudent  meafure  was  neglefled,  the 
fupples  received  were  To  far  from  being  fufficient  to  flock  the 
magazines,  that  it  was  with  difficulty,  enough  was  procured  for 
the  immediate  confumption  of  the  army  and  garrifon.  In  this 
•fituation  major  Lawrence  was  obliged  to  remain  for  five  weeks, 
without  having  an  opportunity  of  adling  againft  the  enemy,  who 
.determined  not  to  expole  themfelves,  until  they  were  reinforced 
from  the  fea  coaft. 

The  French  troops  in  this  part  of  the  country  quitted  their  en- 
.  trenchments  on  the  fame  day  that  the  major  marched  from  Fort  St. 
David ,  and  a  detachment  of  200  Europeans,  with  300  Sepoys,  attacked 
the  village  of  Trivadi;  but  captain  Chace,  the  commanding  officer, 
Tallying  from  the  fort,  repulfed  them ;  Tome  days  after  they  renewed 
the  attack,  and  were  again  repulfed  by  a  detachment  of  60  Euro¬ 
peans,  and  300  Sepoys.;  who,  elated  with  their  fuccefs,  quitted  the 
»  .  village. 


vil!age„and  contrary  to  their  orders  marched  out  into  the  plain :  the 
Morattoes,  who  were  in  light,  waiting  for  fuch  an  opportunity  of 
exerting  themfelves,  inftantly  furrounded  the  party,  and  charging 
with  great  fury,  routed  them,  and  cut  every  man  to  pieces.  This 
lois  difabling  the  garrifon  from  making  any  more  fallies,  the  French 
took  poffeffion  cf  the  village,  erefted  a  battery,  and  cannonaded  the' 
fort.  The  troops  within  were  ftill  fufficieot  to  have  made  a  good  de¬ 
fence;  but  a  mutiny  arofe,  and  the  lenity  of  the  commanding  officer’s- 
temper,  not  permitting  him  to  fee  the  neceffity  of  making  fevere 
examples  in  the  beginning,  the  men,:  no'  longer  controulable,  got 
poffefiion  of  the  arrack,  and  mad  with-  liquor,  obliged  him  to  capi- 
j  tulate,  and  were  made  prifoners  of  war  :  this  misfortune  affefted  cap-- 
|  tain  Chace  fo  fenfibly,  that  it  threw  him  into  a  fever,  of  which  he' 

;  died  foon  after  at  Pondicherry.  At  the  fame  time  a  detachment  of 
i  Morattoes,-  with  fome  Europeans,  appeared'  before-  Chiilambriun',- 
where  the  Englifh  kept  a  ferjeant  with  a  few  artillery-men  ;  who 
difeovering  that  the  governor  was  plotting  to  deliver  them  up  to  the 
enemy,  marched  away  in  the  night  to  Devi  Cotah.  Nor  was  thelofs 
of  thefe  places  and.  their  dependencies  the  only  detriment  which  the 
Nabob’s  affairs  had  fhftained  in  the  Carnatic ;  for  a  number  of  petty 
commanders,  foldiers  of  fortune,  fet  up  their  ftandards,  and  pretend-- 
ing  to  be  authorized  by  Mr.  Dupleix  and  .Morari-row,  levied  contri- 
butionsj  and' committed  violences  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  Even 
Mortiz-ally  hearing,  foon  after  his  return- to  Velore  that  the  Englifh  ' 
did  not  venture  to  attack  the  French  entrenchments  at  Trivadi^and 
that  Tritchinopoly  was  hard  preffed  by  the  Myforeans,  took  courage, 
and  entertaining  thoughts  of  afferting  the  title  which  Mr.  Dupleix 
had  conferred  upon  him,  ordered  his  troops  to  commit  hodilities  in 
the  neighbourhood  near  Arcot.  His  force  confided  of  50  Euro¬ 
peans,  with  three  pieces' of  cannon,  who  accompanied  him  from  Pon¬ 
dicherry,  and  aooo  Sepoys,  1500  horfe,  and  500  matchlock  Peons., 
his  own  troops.  They  plunderer!' all  the  villages  lying  near  the  city 
without  meeting  any  interruption;  for  Abdulhvahab  Khan,  the  Na¬ 
bob’s  brother,  and  lieutenant  in  the  province,  an  indolent  fcnfual 
man,  diffipated  in  his  plcafnrcs  and  upon  his  favourites  mod  of  t  he 
monies  he  collated,  and  gave  no  attention  to  the  maintaining  of  a. 
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competent  force  lo  (upport  hi;  authority:  encouraged  by  this  negli- 
gence,  Mortiz-ally  threatened  to  attack  the  city  of  A  root  itfelf,  of 
v.-hich  the  prelidency  receiving  intelligence,  diluted  the  command¬ 
ing  officer  of  the  fort  to  join  the  Nabob’s  troops  with  as  many  Eu¬ 
ropeans  as  could  prudently  be  fpnred  from  the  gamfon,  and  attack 
the  enemy  in  the  field.  Abdullwahab,  alarmed  tor  his  own  fecuritv, 
with  feme  difficulty  got  together  800  Sepoys,  1000  horfe  and  500 
Peons,  all  of  them  the  very  v/orft  troops  in  the  province  ;  they  were 
commanded  by  another  of  the  Nabob’s  brothers  Nazeabulla,  a  man 
nearly  of  the  fame  charafter  as  Abdullwahab.  This  force,  joined  by 
40  Europeans,  206  Englifh  Sepoys,  with  two  field  pieces  under  the 
command  of  enfign  Jofeph  Smith,  marched  out  of  the  city  on  the  21ft 
of  April,  and  when  half-way  to  Velore  difeovered  -the  Phoufdar’s 
army  drawn  up  acrofs  the  road,  their  right  fheltered  by  the  hills.  It 
was  with  great  reluflance  that  Nazeabulla  Khan  could  be  prevailed 
upon  to  attack  them,  although  it  was  evident  they  would  fall  on  him, 
as  form  as  he  offered  to  retreat :  enfign  Smith  began  a  cannonade, 
and  drove  .the  French  feveral  times  from  their  guns,  but  a  party  of 
goo  excellent  Sepoys  maintained  themfclves  with  much  more  refo- 
lution  behind  a  bank,  and  in  feveral  attempts  that  were  made  to 
drive  them  from  it,  myft  of  the  Englifh  Sepoys  were  loft.  The 
enemy’s  cavalry  feeing  this,  attacked  the  Europeans,  but  were  re¬ 
pulled  by  the  grape  fhot ;  on  which  they  pufhed  at  Nazeabulla’ s  ca¬ 
valry,  who  .took  flight  without  waiting  the  oufet,  and  loon  after  his 
Sepoys  and'.Pecns  went  off  ILkewife;  leaving  the  Europeans,  now  re¬ 
duced  to  25  men,  with  about  40  Sepoys,  forrounded  by  the  enemy. 
Enfign  Smith  however  kept  the  ground  until  night,  when  his  men 
leaving  the  field  pieces  behind,  endeavoured,  as  they  could,  to  get 
hack  to  the  city;  but  they  were  difeovered,  aud  all,  excepting  three, 
were  intercepted;  fome  were  killed,  and  the  reft,  amongft  whom 
was  enfign  Smith,  were  made  prifoners  and  carried  to  Velore. 
Flufhed  by  this  luccels,  Mortiz-ally  renewed  his  correfpondence 
with  Mr.  Dupleix,  and  undertook  to  befiege  Trinomalee,  a  ftrong 
fort  fituated  about  40  miles  fouth  of  Arcot,  in  the  high  road  to 
Tritchinopoly,  and  Morari-row  moved  from  Chillambrum  to  aflift 
in  the  expedition.  But  Mr,  Dupleix  thinking  it  of  more  import- 
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ance  to  reinforce  the  army  at  Seringham,  prevailed  on  him  to  de¬ 
tach  3000  of  his  Morattoes  under  the  command  of  Innis  Khan,  and 
joined  to  them  300  Europeans  and  100.0  Sepoys. 

As  foon  as  thcfe  troops  arrived,  the  enemy  quitted  Seringham,  and 
eroding  the  Caveri,  encamped  on  the  plain  three  miles  to  the  north 
of  Facqnire’s  Tope.  Their  force  now  confided  of  450  Europeans, 
1500  well-trained  Sepoys,  8000  Myfore  horfe,  3500  Morattoes,  and 
two  companies  of  Topaffes  with  1000  Sepoys  in  the  fervice  of  the 
regent;  the  reft  of  whole  infantry  was  13,000  Peons,  armed  with 
matchlocks,  fwords,  bows  and  arrows,  pikes,  clubs,  and  rockets  ;  im- 
perfetft  weapons  worthy  the  rabble  that  bore  them.  Major  Lawrence 
had  only  the  500  Europeans,  and  the  2000. Sepoys  he  brought  with 
him  from  the  coaft;  but  700  of  thefe  Sepoys  were  continually  em- 
■  ployed  in  the  Polygar’s  country,  to  efcort  the  convoys ;  his  artillery 
were  eight  excellent  fix-pounders;  of  the  Nabob’s  horfe  only  100 
encamped  with  the  Englilh,  the  reft  remaining  under  the  walls,  and 
peremptorily  refilling  to  .march  until  they  were  paid  their  arrears. 

There  are,  about  a  mile  to  the  fouth  of  the  Facquire’s  Tope,  fome. 
high  mountains  called  the  five  rocks,  on  the  fummit  of  which  the 
Major  always  kept  a  ftrong  guard  of  Sepoys ;  but  he  being  obliged 
to  go  into  the  city  for  the  recovery  of  his  health,  the  officer  who  com¬ 
manded  during  his  abfence  neglefted.  to  continue  this  detachment. 
The  enemy  reconnoitring,  and  finding  this  poll:  without  defence)  de¬ 
tached  in  the  night  a  ftrong  party  to  take  pofleffion  of  it ;  and  early 
the  next  morning  their  whole  army  was  difeovered  in  motion,  afiem- 
bling  under  Iheltcr  of  the  five  rocks,  whilft  their  advanced  cannon 
plunged  into  the  Englilh  camp-;  whither  the  Major  immediately  re¬ 
turned,  but  found  it  impoffiblc  to  regain  the  poit :  he  however  kept 
his  ground  until  night,  and  then  encamped  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
nearer  the  city,  behind  a  fmall  eminence  which  ftieltered  the  troops 
from  the  enemy’s  artillery  ;  they  the  next  day  quitted  the  camp  to 
the  north  of  the  Facquire’s  Tope,  and  encamped  at  the  five  rocks. 

1  fere  they  had  it  in  their  power  intirely  to  cut  off  the  fupplies  of 
provifions  coining  from  the  Polygar’s  country,  and  to  intercept  the 
P.p  detachment 
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detachment  of  700  Sepoys  lent  toefcort  them  :  at  the  fame  time  the 
great  fopcricrity  of  their  numbers,  anti  the  advantage  of  the  ground 
they  occupied,  rendered  an  attack  upon  their  camp  impradlicablc :  ' 
but  it  was  evident  that  if  they  were  not  foon  chflodged,  neither  the 
Englifh  army  in  the  field,  nor  the  garrifon  of  the  city,  could  fubfift 
long  ;  to  augment  the  diftrefs,  aftrong  fpirit  of  defertion  arofe  amon® 
the  foldiery.  In  thefe  circumftances,  even  the  moft  fanguinc  began 
to  lofe  hope,  and  to  apprehend  that  the  city  muft  be  abandoned  ia 
orderto  lave  the  troops  from  perilhing  by  famine. 

The  Major  had  Rationed  a  guard  of  2.00  Sepoys,  on  a  finall  rock, 
fituated  about  half  a  mile  fouth-weft  of  his  camp,  and  nearly  a  mile 
nortli-eaft  of  the  enemy’s.  Mr.  Aftruc  foon  difeovered  the  importance 
of  this  poll,  which  if  he  could  get  pofleffion  of,  hi-s  artillery  would 
eafily  oblige  the  Englilh  to- decamp  again,  and  retire  under  the  walls 
of  the  city,  where.  Hill  more  ftreightened,,.  they  would  probably  be. 
reduced  in  a  very  few  days  to  the  necefiity  of  retreating  to  their  fettle- 
xnents.  He  therefore  refolved  to  attack  the  poll,  and  inarched  early 
in  the  morning,  on  the  26th  of  June,  with  his  grenadiers  and  a  large, 
body  of  Sepoys ;  but  they  meeting  with  more,  refiftance  than  was  ex¬ 
pended,  he  ordered  the  whole  army  to  move  and  fupport  them.  The 
Major,  as  foon  as  he  found  the  rock  attacked,  ordered  the  picquet  guard 
of  the  camp,  confifting  of  4.0  Europeans,  to  march  and  fupport  his 
Sepoys  :  but  afterwards  obferving  the  whole  of- the  enemy’s  army  in 
motion,  he  ordered  all  his  troops  to  get  under  arms,  and  leaving  1 00 
Europeans  to  take  care  of  the  camp,  marched  with- the  reft  of  his  force,, 
which,  in  Europeans  did  not  exceed  300  battalion  men,  with  80  be¬ 
longing  to  the  artillery ;  and  he-  had  with  him  no  more  than  500  Se¬ 
poys  :  for  the  reft  were  at  this  time  in  the  city  endeavouring  to  pro¬ 
cure  rice,  of  which  none  had  been  fold  in  camp  fince  the  enemy  ap¬ 
peared  on  the  plain.  With  this  fmall  force,  he  haftened,  as  fall  as 
they  could  march,  to  reach  the  rock  before  the  enemy’s  main  body- 
But  Mr.  Aftruc,  with  the  party  already  engaged  in  the  attack,  per¬ 
ceiving  his  approach,  made  a  vigorous  effort,  and  before  the  Major  had 
got  half  way,  the  Sepoys  who  defended  the  rock,  were  all  either  killed, 
or  taken  prifoners,  and  the  French  colours  immediately  hoifled.  1  his 
8  -•  obliged 


obliged  the  Major  to  halt,  and  confider  what  was  mod  advifeable  to 
be  done  in  this  critical  copjundlure,  oil  which  the  fate  of  the  whole 
war  Teemed  to  depend.  1  here  was  little  time  for  deliberation  :  for 
the  French  battalion  were  now  arrived  behind  the  rock,  and  their 
artillery  from  tire  right  and  left  of  it,  were  firing  upon  the  Englifh 
troops ;  the  rock  itfelt  was  covered  by  their  Sepoys  fupported  by  their 
grenadiers  ;  the  whole  JMyfbre  army  was  drawn  up  in  one  great  body 
at  tlie  diftance  of  cannon-fhot  in  the  rear;,  the  Morattoes  were,  as 
'.dual,  flying  about  in  fmail  detachments,  and  making  charges  on  the 
flanks  and  rear  of  the  Englifh  battalion  in  order  to  intimidate  and 
create  confulion..  • 

In  fuch  circumftances  the  officers  unanimoufly  agreed  in  opinion 
with  their  general,  that  it  was  fafer  to  make  a  gallant  puflr,  than'  to 
i  retreat  before  fuch  numbers,  of  enemies  :  and  the  foldiers  feemiug 
much  delighted  at  this  opportunity  of  having  what  they  called  a  fair 
knock  at  the  French  men  on  the  plain,  major  Lawrence  took  ad- 
nantage  of  the  good  difpofition  of  the  whole,  and  giving  due  com¬ 
mendations  to  their  fpirit,  ordered  the  grenadiers  to  attack  the  rock' 
with  fixed  bayonets,  whilft  he  liimfelf  with  the  reft  of  the  troops, 
wheeled  round  the  foot  of  it  to  engage  the  French  battalion.  The 
foldiers  received  the  orders  with  three  huzzas,  and  the  grenadiers  fet- 
ting  out  at  a  great  rate,  though  at  the  fame  time  keeping  their  ranks, 
paid  no  attention  to  the  fcattered  fire  they  received  from  the  rock,  nor 
made  a  halt  until  they  got  to  the  top  of  it;  whilft  the  enemy  ter¬ 
rified  at  their  intrepidity,  defeended  as  they  were  mounting,  without 
daring  to  ftand  the  fhock  of  their  onfet.  -  Some  of  the  beft  Sepoys 
followed  the  grenadiers,  and  all  together  began  a  ftrong  fire  upon  the 
French  troops,  drawn  up  within  piftol  fhot  below.  In  the  mean  time 
Mr.  Aftruc,  perceiving  that  the  left  flank  of  his  battalion  would,  if  it 
remained  drawn  up  facing  the  north,  be  expofed  to  the  Englifh  troops, 
'.vhceling  round  the  foot  of  the  rock,  changed  his  pofition,  and  drew 
up  facing  the  weft,  in  order  to  oppofe  them  in  front.  But  this  move¬ 
ment  expofed  his  right  flank  to  the -fire  of  the  grenadiers  and  Sepoys 
from  the  rock  ;  by  which  his  troops  had  already  fulrered  coufidcrablv. 
when  the  Englifh  battalion  executing  their  evolution  with  great  ad- 
P  p  a  dreis. 
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cirefs,  drew  up  at  once  cliredlly  oppofite  to  the  enemy,  at  the  diftance 
of  20  yards. 

The  French  troops  were  ftruck  with  confiernation  upon  feeing  1 
themfelves  thus  daringly  attacked  in  the  midft  of  their  numerous  allies, 
by  fiuch  a  handful  of  men  ;  and  indeed  a  ftranger,  taking  a  view  of 
the  two  armies  from  the  top  of  one  of  the  rocks  on  the  plain,  could 
fcarcely  have  believed  that  the'  one  ventured  to  difpute  a  province 
with  the  other. 

Mr.  Aflruc  exerted  himfelf  as  a  brave  and  active  officer,  and  with 
difficulty  prevailed  on  his  men  to  keep  their  ranks  with  recovered  arms, 
until  the  Englifh  gave  their  fire,  which  falling  in  a  well  levell’d  dii- 
charge  from  the  whole  battalion,  and  fecondec!  by  a  hot  fire  from  the 
rock,  together  w.ith  a  difebarge  of  grape  {hot  from  the  firff  field  piece 
that  came  up,  threw  them  into  irreparable  ditorder -,  they  ran  away  with 
the  utmofl:  precipitation,  leaving  three  pieces  of  cannon,  with  feme 
ammunition  carts  behind  them.  The  Morattoes  immediately  made, 
a  gallant  effort  to  cover  their  retreat  by  flinging  themfelves  between, 
and  feme  of  the  grenadiers,  who  had  run  forward  to  feize  the  field 
pieces,  fell  under  their  fibres.  Animated  by  this  luccefs,  they  at¬ 
tacked  the  battalion,  pufhing  in  feveral  charges  up  to  the  very  bayo¬ 
nets,  and  endeavouring  to  cut  down  the  men,  who  conftantly  received 
them  with  fo  much  ifeadinefs,  that  they  were  not  able  to  throw  a 
finale  platoon  into  diforder  : .  at  length  having  buffered  much,  and  loft 
feveral  of  their  beft  men  by  the  inceflant  fire  of  the  line,  they  defined 
Tom  their  attacks,  and  retreated  to  the  main  body  of  the  Myforeans  : 
amongft  their  dead  was  Bailapah,  one  of  their  principal  officers, 
.brother-in-law  to  Morari-row,  a  very  gallant  man,  much  efteemed  by 
the  Englifh,  who  had  often  feen  him  exert  himfelf  with  great  bravery 
when  fighting  on  their  fide  :  he  had  broke  his  fword  in  cutting  down, 
a  orenadier,  when  another,  who  was  loading  his' piece,  and  faw  his 
comrade  fall,  fhot  both  ball  and  ramrod  through,  his  body.  In  the 
nean  time  the  French  never  halted  until  they  got  into  the  rear  of  the 
Myfore  army,  when  their  officers  prevailed  on  them  to  get  into  order 
again,  and  drew  them  up  in  a  line  with  their  allies,  from  whence  they 
fired  their  two  remaining  .field  pieces  with  great  vivacity,  although 
the  fhot.  did  not  reach  above  half  way. 
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The- Major  remained  three  hours  at  the  foot  of  the  rock,  in  order 
to  give*  them  an  opportunity  of  renewing  the  fight;' but  finding  that 
’they  (hewed  no  inclination  to  move  towards  him,  he  prepared  to  re¬ 
turn  to  his  camp,  leaving  them  to  take  poffeffion  of  the  rock  again  at 
their  peril ;  for  fince  the  lofs  of  the  200  Sepoys  that  defended  it  in. 
1  the  beginning  of  the  aflion,  he  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  expofe 
another  detachment  to  the  fame  rifque,  at  fuch  a  diftancc  from  his 
main  body.  The  three  guns  with  the  prifoners  were  placed  in  the 
center,  and  the  troops  marching  in  platoons  on  each  fide,  the  artillery 
was  diftributed  in  the  front,  rear,  and  intervals  of  the  column.  The 
rear  had  fcarcelv  got  clear  of  the  rock  into  the  plain,  when  the  whole 
of  the  enemy’s  cavalry  let  up  their  (hout,  and  came  furioufly  on, 
flourifliing  their  fwords  as  if  they  were  refolved  to  exterminate  at  once 
1  the  handful  of  men  that  oppofed  them.  Whofoever  has  feen  a  .body 
,  of  ten  thoufand  horfe  advancing  on  the  full  gallop  all  together,  will 
acknowledge  with  the  Marefchals  .Villars  and  Saxe  that  their  appear¬ 
ance  is  tremendous,  be  their  difeipline  or  courage  what  it  will ;  and 
!  finch  an  onfet  would  doubtlefs  have difconcerted  untried  foldiers;  but 
the  enemy  had  to  -deal  with  Veterans  equal  to  any  who  have  done 
honour  to  the  Britiffi  nation  ;  men  convinced  by  repeated  experience, 
that  a  body  of  well-difciplined  infantry  would 'always  prevail  againft 
irregular  cavalry,  let  their  numbers  be  ever-  fo  great.  In  this  con¬ 
fidence  they  halted,  and  without  the  lead  emotion,  waited  for  the 
enemy,  who  were  fu-ffered  to  come  diffidently  near  before  the  fignal 
was  given  to  the  artillery  officers:  the  cannonade  then  began  from 
eight  fix  pounders,  loaded  with  grape,-  and  was  kept  up  at  the  rate 
of  eight  or  ten  (hot  in  a  minute  from  each  piece,  fo  well  direfted 
that  every  (hot  went  amongft  the  crowd,  as  was  vifible  by  the  numbers 
that  dropped:  this  foon' flopped  their  career,  and  they  (food  a  while 
like  men  aftonilhed  by. the  fall  of  thunder;  but  finding  no  interniiffion 
of  the  fire,  and  that  the  battalion  and  Sepoys  referred  theirs  with  re¬ 
covered  arms,  they  went  to  the  right  about,  and  got  out  of  the  reach 
as  faff  as  they  had  come  on,  leaving  the  troops  to  return  quietly  to 
their  cam]). 

Thus  was  Tritchinopoly  dived  by  a  fuecefs,  which  aftoniflied  even 
thofe  who  had  gained  it ;  nor  was  the  attempt,  however  dc/pcrnie  it 
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might  fee m,  juftiflcd  by  the  fuccefs  alone  ;  for  as  the  city  would  in¬ 
evitably  have  fallen  if  the  Englifli  had  remained  inactive,  fertile  lofs. 
•of  it  would  have  beeen-haflcncd  only  a  few  "days  if  thev  had  been  de-  - 
feated  ;  and  major  Lawrence  undoubtedly  afted  with  as  much  fa  ea¬ 
ch)’  as  fpirit  in  rifquing  every  thing  to  gain  a  viftory,  on  which  alone 
depended  the  prefervation  of  the  great  objeft  of  the  war. 

The  enemy  difpirited  by  their  defeat,  began  to  difagrec  amongfl 
themfelves  ;  the  Myforeans  and  French  reciprocally  imputing  their 
ill  fuccefs  to  one  another,  and  the  Morattoes  with’  great  reafbn  to 
both  ;  their  parties  appeared  lets  frequently  on  the  plain  in  the  day, 
and  none  ventured  ,to  patrolc  in  the  night :  the  Englifli  Sepoys  in 
Tondiman’s  country  availing  themfelves  of  this  interval,  quitted  the 
woods,  and  joined  the  camp  in  the  night,  with  a  convoy  of  provi- 
fions  which  fnrnifhed  a  flock  for  fifty  days.  This  neceffary  objeft 
being  provided  for,  the  Major  determined  to  avoid  coming  again  to  a 
.general  engagement,  before  he  was  joined  by  fbme  troops,  which  the 
arrival  of  the  fhips  from  Europe  enabled  the  prelidency  to  fend  into 
the  held  :  they-  were  ordered  to  march  through  the  Tanjore  country  ; 
and  as  a  body  of  cavalry  was  Hill  more  ,  neceffary  to  enable  the  army 
to  aft  with  vigour  again!!  an  enemy  which  had  fuc.h  numbers,  he 
refolved  to  proceed  without  delay  to  Tanjore,  in  hopes  that  whilft 
he  was  waiting  for  the  reinforcement,  the  appearance  of  the  army 
and  the  reputation  of  their  late  fuccefs  might  determine  the  king  to 
declare  openly,  and  furnifli  the  affiflance  of  horfe,  of  which  the  Eng¬ 
lifh  flood  fo  much’  in  need.  The  prefence  of  the  Nabob,  being 
thodght  neceffary  to  facilitate  the  negotiation,  he  prepared  to  march 
with  the  army;  but  on  the  evening  that  he  intended  to  quit  the  city, 
his  difeontented  troops  affembled  in  the  outer  court  of  the  palace, 
and  clamouring  declared  that  they  would  not'fufter  him  to  move,  be¬ 
fore  he  had  paid  their  arrears ;  in  vain  were  arguments  to  convince 
this  rabble,  more  infolcnt  bccaufe  they  had  never  rendered  any  effen- 
tial  fervice,  that  his  going  to  Tanjore  was  the  only  meafure  from 
which  they  could  hope  for  a  chance  of  receiving  their  pay;  they  re¬ 
mained  inflexible,  and  threatened  violence;  upon  which  captain  Dal¬ 
ton  fent  a  meffenger  to  the  camp,  from  whence  the  grenadier  com¬ 
pany  immediately  marched  into  the  city,  where  they  were  joined  by 
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too  0/  the  garrifon,  and  all  together  forcing  their  way  into  the  pa¬ 
lace,  they  got  the  Nabob  into  his  palankeen,  and  door  ted  him  to  the 
camp  furrouudcd  by  200  Europeans  with  fixed  bayonets ;  the  male- 
contents  not  daring  to  offer  him  any  outrage  as  he  was  palling,  nor 
on  the  other  hand  was  any  injury  offered  to,  them  :  for  nothwith- 
ftanding  fuch  proceedings  in  more  civilized  nations  rarely  happen, 
and  are  juftly  efteemed  mutiny  and  treafon  ;  yet  in  Indoftan  they 
arc  common  accidents,  and  arjfe  from  fuch  caufes  as  render  it  diffi¬ 
cult  to  afeertain  whether  the  prince  of  his  army  is  mod  in  fault.  The 
Nabob  had  certainly  no  money  to  pay  his  troops ;  fo  far  from  it  that 
the  Englifh  had  now  for  two  years  furuilhed  all  the  expence  of  their 
1  own  troops  in  the  field :  but  it  is  a  maxim  with  every  prince  in  India, 
j  let  his  wealth  be  ever  fo  great,  to  keep  his  army  in  long  arrears,  for 
I  fear  they  fhould  defert.  This  apprehenfion  is  perhaps  not.  unjufdy 
entertained  of  hirelings  collected  from  every  part  of  a  defpotick  em- 
|  pire,  and  infenfible  of  notions  of  attachment  to  the  prince  or  caufe. 
!  they  ferve  ;  but  from  hence  the  foldiery,  accuftomed  to  excufes  when 
dictated  by  no  n'eceflity,  give  no  credit  to  thofe  which  are  made,  to  them,, 
when  there  is  a  real  impoffibility.  of  fatisfying  their  demands;  and  a 
.  practice  common  to  mod  of  the  princes  of  Indoftan,  concurs'not  a 
little  to  increafe  this  miftruft  in  all  who  ferve. them:  for  on  the  one 
hand  the  vain  notions  in  which  they  have  been  educated  infpire  them, 
with  fuch  a  love  of  outward  fhew,  and  the  inervating  climate  in 
which  they  are  born  renders  them  fo  incapable  of  relifting  the  im- 
pulfes  of  fancy;,  and  on  the  other  the  frequent  reverfes  of  fortune  in 
this  empire  dictate  fo  ftrongly  the  neceffity  of  hoarding  refources 
againft  the  hour  of  calamity,  that  nothing  is  more  common  than  to 
fee  a  Nabob  purchafmg  a  jewel  or  ornament  of  great  price,  at  the  very- 
time  thafhe  is  in  the  greateft  diftrefs  for  money  to  anfwer  the  necef- 
ffties  of  the  government.  Hence,  inftead  of  being  fliocked  at  the  cla¬ 
mours  of  their  foldiery,  they  are  accuftomed  to  live  in  expectation  of 
them,  and  it  is  a  maxim  in  their  eonduCt  to  hear  them  with  patience, 
nnlefs  the  croud  proceed  to  violence  ;  hut  in  order  to  prevent  this 
they  take  care  to  attach  to  their  interefts  lome  principal  officers,  with 
fcch  a  number  of  the  heft  troops  as  may  ferve  on  emergency  to  check 
the  tumult,  which  iB  rarely  headed  by  a  man  of  diftinCtion.  But  when 
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his  artairs  become  defperate  by  the  fucccfs  of  a  fuperior  enemy,  the 
prince  atones  ieverelv  for  his  evaiipns,  by  a  total  defeffion  of  hi? 
arm\',  or  by  Filtering  fuch  outrages  as  the  Nabob  Mahomed-allv  ‘ 
would  in  all  probability  have  been  expofed  to,  had  he  not  been  ref- 
cued  in  the  manner  we  har  e  deferibed. 

As  foon  as  the  Nabob  arrived  in  the  camp',  major  Lawrence  began 
his  march,  and  in  order  to  avoid  the  enemy’s  cavalry  ftruck  into  the 
thick  woods,  which  fleirt  the  plain  of  Tritchinopoly  to  the  fouth  :  the 
approach  of  the  army  feemed  to  determine  the  king  of  Tanjore  to  fur- 
liifh  the  aftiftance  they  were  coming  to  demand ;  and  not  to  give  him 
any  unnecetTary  umbrage  by  proceeding  abruptly  to  his  capital,  the 
Major  refolved  to  halt  for  fome  time  at  a  difiance,  and  encamped  at 
Conandercoil,  a  town  in  the  woods  half-way  between  Tritchinopoly 
and  Tanjore  ;  where,  at  the  expiration  of  ten  days,  he  received  advice 
from  Mr.  Falk,  who  had  been  deputed  to  the  king,  that  he  had  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  him  to  declare  openly,  and  that  orders  were  given  to  Mo- 
nac-gee  the  general  to  affemble  the  Tanjorine  troops.  On  which  the 
Englifh  army  proceeded  to  Tanjore,  where  it  was  determined  to  re¬ 
main  until  they  were  joined  by  the  reinforcement'  expefted  from  Fort 
St.  David. 

Of  all  the  Nabob’s  cavalry,  no  more  than  fifty  accompanied  him, 
the  reft  remained  encamped  under  the  walls  of  Tritchinopoly,  and  a 
few  days  after  the  departure  of  the  Englifh  army  went  in  a  body,  and 
informed  captain  Dalton  that  they  intended  to  go  over  to  the  enemy, 
with  whom  they  had  made  their  terms,  defiring  at  the  fame  time 
rhat  he  would  not  fire  upon  them' as  they  were  marching  off.  This, 
as  he  was  very  glad  to  get  rid  of  fuch  a  dangerous  incumbrance,  he 
readily  promifed,  and  they  went  away  unmolefted  at  noon-day. 

The  enemy,  having  now  no  other  immediate  objefi,  gave  their 
whole  attention  to  blocade  the  city,  which  they  were  in  a  condition 
to  effeft  without  much  difficulty ;  for  their  fuperiority  in  Europeans 
deterred  the  garrifon  from  venturing  without  the  walls  to  interrupt 
their  night  patroles,  as  was  their  cuftom  when  they  had  only  the  My- 
foreans  and  Morattoes  to  encounter.  However  captain  Dalton  took 
the  precaution  of  undermining  in  a  dark  night  the  pofts  of  Warriore 
and  Weycondah,  to  the  weft  of  the  city ;  the  defences  of  Warriore- 
vrere  ruined,  but  the  explofion  failed  at  Weycondah. 
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The  late  fupplies  of  provifions  being  entirely  referved  for  the  ufe 
■of  the  garrifon,  the  inhabitants  were  left  to  provide  for  themfelves, 
and  rice  was  now  fold  in  the  market  for  half  a  crown  the  meafure, 
about  an  Engliffi  quart,  which  was  fifteen  times  dearer  than  the  com¬ 
mon  price ;  and  fire-wood  was  fcarccly  to  be  procured  at  any  rate. 
This  fcarcity  foon  obliged  them  to  quit  their  habitations,  and  inlefs 
than  a  month  this  fpacious  city,  which  had  formerly  contained 
400,000  perfons,  was  left  almoft  defolate  ;  for  the  military  people 
who  remained  in  it,  fokliers  and  artificers  of  all  denominations,  did 
not  exceed  2000  men  ;  of  thefe  the  Nabob’s  Peons,  as  being  capa¬ 
ble  of  no  other  fervice  than  to  give- an  alarm,  vt'ere  pofted  between 
the  outward  and  inward  wall ;  their  number  was  about  1000  :  the 
Sepoys,  600,  were  ftationed  round  the  ramparts,  and  the  Europeans, 
about  200,  were  appointed,  fome  to  guard  the  gates,  whilft  the  reft 
lay  on  their  arms  every  night,  in  readinefs  to  march  to  any  quarter 
where  the  alarm  might  be  given. 

Vigilance  fupplied  as  much  as  poflible  the  defeit  of  numbers;  ne- 
verthelefs  it  was  vifible  that  the  city,  thus  flenderly  garrifoned,  would 
run  great  rifque  if  the  enemy  attempted  a  vigorous  aiTault  by  night ; 
•nor  were  they  entirely  without  fuch  intentions;  for  the  French  pre-' 
pared  (baling  ladders,  and  often-  fent  parties  to  (bund  the  depth  of  the 
ditch  ;  but  thefe  were  always  difcovered  and  beaten  off  before  they 
could  accomplifh  their  defign.  In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Dupleix  ftrenu- 
oufly  importuned  Mr.  Brenieiywho  had  fucceeded  Mr.  Aftruc  m  the 
command,  to  attempt  an  efcalade  at  all  events,  and  fuggefted  to  him 
a  method  of  getting  the  information  he  wanted  by  fencing  one  De 
Cattans  an  intelligent  officer,  as  a  deferter,  into  the  town :  the  man 
was  promifed  the  command  of  a  company,  and  thirty  thoufand  ru¬ 
pees  ;  for  which  he  not  only  undertook  to  find  out  the  proper  (pot 
where  they  (hould  place  their  fcaling  ladders,  but  alio  to  maintain  a 
corrcfpondence  with  the  French  prisoners,  who  were  to  break,  loofe, 
and  feize  the  arms  of  the  guard,  and  attack  the  quarters  of  the  Eng- 
li(h  whilft  the  affault  was  made  on  the  walls.  He  was  admitted  into 
the  city,  and  faid  that  he  came  to  offer  his  fervice  to  the  Engllih, 
being  difgufted  by  an  unjuft  confure,  which  had  been  caft  on  his  con- 
dud  in  the  late  battle  at  the  golden  rock :  an  over-drained  afteftation 
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of  frankncfs  in  his  behaviour  gave  captain  Dalton  fome  fufpicions, 
and  two  fpies  were  fet  to.  watch  his  attions,  who  at  different  "times 
difeovercd  him  meafuiing  the  calibre  of  the  guns,,  taking  a  furvey  of' 
the  works,  and.  fathoming  the  height  of  the  wall  with  a  lead'  and< 
line,  after  which  he  threw  notes  through  the  windows  to  the  French 
pri  loners.  There  was  in  the  garrifon  a  French  foklierwhofe  fidelity 
to  the  Englifh  might  be  depended  on;  this  man  engaged  to  deteft 
his- countryman  ftill  more  effe£tually,and  fuflered  himfelf  to  be  chaf- 
tized  in  his  fight  by  captain  Dalton  for  fome  pretended  negleft ;.  after 
which  he  affefied  fucli  a  relentment  for  this  treatment,  that  De  Cat- 
tans  gave  him  his  entire  confidence,  offering  him  a  great  reward  if 
he  would  affift  in  the  execution  of  his  plan..  The  foldier  faid  he  was- 
not  made,  for  great  enterprifes,  but  offered  to  defert  the  firft  night  he 
ihould  be  on  guard-  at  the  barrier,  and  to  carry  a.  letter,. provided  De 
Cattans  would,  afiure  him  of  pardon  for  having  deferted  from  the 
French..  This  the  other  readily  agreed  to,,  and.  gave  him  a  pardon 
in  form  figued  with  his- name, -.to-which.he  added  the  title  “  of  pleni¬ 
potentiary  of  the  marquis  Dupleix.”  At  the  fame  time  he  delivered: 
to  him  a  letter  for  Mr..  Brenier,  which  contained  a  full  and  exaft 
delcfiption  of  the  defences  of  the  place,  and  fome  commendations 
on  his  own  addrefs  in  deceiving  the  Englifh  commandant,  whom  he. 
deferibed  as  a  very  young  man,  that  placed  more  confidence  in  him-, 
than  any  of  his  own  officers.  The  foldier  carried  the  letter  to  cap¬ 
tain  Dalton,  who  immediately  caufed-  De  Cattans  to  be  arreftech;  at 
firft  he  denied  the  fail,  but  on.  feeing  his  own  writing,  defired  that' 
he  might  . not  fuffer  the  difgrace  of  being  hanged;  but  have  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  being  fiiot  by  a  file  of  mulketeers.  He  was  told  that  his  fate- 
could  not  be  decided  before  major  Lawrence  arrived ;  captain  Dal¬ 
ton,  however,  defirous  of  drawing  the  enemy  into  a  fnare  by  the  fame 
means  which  they  had  employed  againft  himlelf,  promifed  the  cri¬ 
minal  to  intercede  for  his  pardon,  provided  he  would  write  a  letter 
to  Mr.  Brenier,  and  prevail  upon  him  to  attempt  an  efcalade  at  fuch 
a  part  as  lie,  captain  Dalton,  fliould  dictate  ;  this  De  Cattans  readily 
agreed  to  ;  the  place  fixed  upon  was  Dalton’s  battery,  on  the  welt 
fide,  not  far  from  the  northern  angle,  as  being  more  accelfibie  than 
any  other  from  without ;  but  the  defences  and  retr^evchments  within 


Book  IV.  History  of  the  Carnatic.  ,2 ^ 

■Were  ftronger  than  any  where  elfe.  A  black  fellow  undertook  to  1753. 
carry  the  letter  for  eight  rupees,  and  Mr.  Brenier,  giving  him  ' — 

’  twenty,  lent  him  back  with  a  letter  to  De  Cattans,  promifing  to  put 
his  plan  into  execution,  and  defiring  him  to  write  frequently.  In 
vain  did  the  garrifon  watch  feveral  nights  fitcceffively,  hoping  that 
the  enemy  would  make  the  aflault;  but  the  various  reports  which 
they  received  of  major  Lawrence’s  arrival,  kept  them  in  fuch  a  con¬ 
tinual  buftlc  and  alarm,  that  they  could  not  fparea  night  for  the  ex¬ 
ecution  of  this  enterprize,  notwithftanding  they  appeared  convinced 
■of  its  practicability. 

The  Mvforeans  finding  that  the  explofion  made  at  Weycondah, 
had  done  little  damage,  took  poffeflion  of  this  poft,  and  mounting 
two  fmall  pieces  of  cannon  bn  the  rampart,  encamped  300  horfe  and 
fiome  Peons  under  the  walls;  and  as  the  garrifon  of  Tritchinopoly 
had  not  lately  ventured  into  the  field,  thole,  troops  flept  in  perfedt 
fecurity  without  a  fingle  centinel.  Captain  Dalton  receiving  intel¬ 
ligence  of  their  negligence,  -refolved  to  beat  up  their  quarters,  and 
chufing  a  time  when  it  was  very  dark,  a  party  of  400  men,  raoftly 
Sepoys,  marched  up  clofe  to  the  tents,  and  made  a  general  difeharge 
.amongft.them  before  they  were  once  challenged.  The  Sepoys  got 
lbme  horfes  and  arms,  and  the  whole  party  retreated  out  of  reach 
before  the  enemy  were  fufficiently  rouzed  to  do  more  than  fire  a  few 
fhot  at  random. 

At  length,  after  remaining  a  month  clofely  blockaded,  and  obliged 
to  be  continually  on  their  guard,  the  garrifon  received  advice  that  the 
Major  was  approaching ;  he  was  joined  by  the  Tanjon^e  armyycon- 
•fifting  of  3000  horfe,  and  3000  matchlocks,  under  the  command  of 
Monac-gee,asalfo  by  the  expefted  reinforcement  from  Fort  St.  David, 
of  1 70  Europeans  and  300  Sepoys.  On  the  7th  of  Auguft,  the  army 
arrived  at  Dalaway’s  choultry,  fituated  clofe  to  the  fouthern  bank  of 
the  Caveii,  fix  miles  eaft  of  Tritchinopoly,  where  they  were  de¬ 
tained  the  next  day  by  the  falling  of  a  heavy  rain,  which  rendered 
the  country  between  the  choultry  and  city  impafiablc.  This  obliged 
them  to  ftrike  to  the  louth-weft,  and  the  9th  in  the  morning  they: 
continued  their  march,  efcorting  a  convoy  of  feveral  thoufand  bullocks 
provided  by  the  Nabob,  and  laid  to  be  laden  with  provifions;  fignals 
Q.  q  2  from 
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from  the  top  of  the  rock  in  Tritchinopoly,  not  only  apprized  thens 
that  the  enemy  were  in  motion,  but  likewife  pointed  out  the  dif- 
politjons  they  were  making.  Their  cavalry  in  different  parties  ex- 
tended  from  the  French  rock  to  the  golden  rock:  at  the  fugar-loaf 
rock,  as  being  the  place  where  major  Lawrence  would  firft  come 
within  their  reach,  they  kept  their  main  body  of  Europeans  and 
Sepoys,  together  with  their  artillery ;  and  a  detachment  took  pof~ 
feffion  of  the  golden  rock.  The  major,  when  arrived  about  a  mile 
fouth-eaft  of  the  fugar-loaf,  halted,  and  having  confidered  the  enemy's 
difpofition,  formed  and  ordered  his  march  in  confcquence  of  it.  To 
.  preferve  the  baggage  and  provifions  from  the  enemy’s-  fire,  he  deter¬ 
mined  not  to  attempt  a  paffage  through  the  polls  they  occupied  ;  but 
to  march  round  the  golden  rock,  whillf  the  convoy  with  the  Nabob* 
and  his  retinue,  elcorted  by  the  Tanjorine  troops,  moved  on  at  fome: 
diftance  on  the  left  flank  of  the  Europeans  and  Sepoys.  It  was  ne- 
ceffary  at  all  events  to  drive  the  enemy  from  the  golden  rock,  iince- 
their  fire  from  hence  might  greatly  incommode  the  line  of  march  :: 
but  as  a  fufpicion.  of  the  major’s  intention  to  pafs  that  way,,  would) 
naturally  induce  them  to  reinforce  this  poll,  he  refolved  to  divert  their 
attention,  by  halting,  and  forming  as  if  he  intended  to  march  diredlly,, 
and  attack  their  main  body  at  the  fugar-loaf  rock.  This  ftratagem. 
had  the  defired  effedl  t  monfieur  Brenier,  not  an  acute  officer,. recalled! 
the  greateft  part  of  his  detachment  from  the  golden  rock,  and  with; 
much  bullle  got  his  troops  in  order,  to  receive  the  major  :  who- in-, 
the  mean  time  detached  the  grenadiers  and  800  Sepoys  from  the: 
front  of  the  line,  ordering  them  to  defile  behind  the  convoy  which. 
Hill' proceeded  on,,  and  to  march  with  all.poffible  expedition  and.  at¬ 
tack  the  golden  rock.  Mr..  Brenier  did  not  perceive  this  motion  be¬ 
fore  it  was  too  late.  to.  prevent  the.  effe6l  of  it;  he  however  inftantly 
fent  forward  i.ooohorle  at  full  gallop  to  intercept  the  Englilh  party r 
and.- at  the  fame  time  detached  3.00.  Europeans  to  reinforce  the  guard! 
at  the  rock.  The  cavalry  foon  came  up.  with  the  Englilh  party,  and.' 
endeavoured,  to  retard  their  maidh  by  cnracolling  and  galloping  about 
as  if  they  intended  to  charger  but  the  grenadiers  did' not  lufFer  them- 
felvcs  to  be  amufed  by  thefe  motions,  and.  fired  hotly  upon  them  with 
out  flackempg  their  pace,  nor  made  a  halt  until  they  had-  mounted 
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the  rcjck,  drove  the  enemy  down,  and  planted  their  colours  on  the  17 53; 
top,  which  they  accomplilhed  before  the  enemy’s  party  of  infantry, 

’  marching- from  the  fugar  ioaf  rock,  had  got  half  way  :  who  feeing 
the  poft  they  were  lent  to  reinforce  loft,  had  not  the  heart  to  make  . 
a  pulh  to  recover  it ;  but  halted,  and  taking  Ihelter  behind  a  bank, 
began  to  cannonade  the  grenadiers  and  Sepoys  at  the  golden  rock 
1  with  four  field  pieces.  By  this  time  Mr.  Breuier,  with  the  reft  of 
the  French  troops,  had  proceeded  a  little  way  from  the  fugar  loaf 
rock,  to  fupport  his  advanced  party  ;  but  feeing  them  halt,  he  halted 
likewfte.  So  that  the  main  body  of  the  Englilh  troops  continued 
their  march,  and  lecured  the  pofleffion  of  the  golden  rock  without  in¬ 
terruption  :  the  Tatijorines  foon  after  came  up  with  the  baggage, 

|j,  and  were  ordered  to  remain  with  it  in  the  rear.  The  Englilh  ar- 
|  tillery  were  now  warmly  employed  againft  the  cannon  of  the  enemy’s 
I  advanced  party,  of  whom  none  but  tile  artillery  men  were  expofe'd,  for 
|  the  reft  kept  clofe  behind  the  bank.  The  Englilh  battalion  was 
i  drawn  up  in  tile  open  plain- without  Ihelter,  and  in  this  fituation  fuf- 
!  fered  confiderahly,  whilft  t-heir  artillery  did  little  mifehief  to  the 
enemy  ;  however  the  lhot  that  flew  over  the  bank  went  amongft  a 
large  body  of  horfe  who  were  drawn  up  in  the  rear  of  the  advanced' 
party,  and  flung  them  into  confufion  ;  which  captain  Dalton  ob- 
lerving,  he  fallied  from  the  city  with  two  field  pieces,  and  the  cavalry  ■ 
finding  tbemfelves  between  two- fires,  hurried  out  of  reach,  fome  to: 
the  eaft,  and  others  to  the  weft.  In  the  mean  time  feveral  of  the  Eng¬ 
lilh  battalion  were  ftruck  down,  and  major  Lawrence  obferving  that' 
the  enemy’s  main  body  made  no  motion  to  join  the  ac^^ccd  parti’, 
determined  to  make  a  pulh,  and  drive  thefe  troops  from  the  advan¬ 
tageous  ground  of  which  they  had  taken-  poffelfion.  The  grenadiers, 
with  200  more  Europeans,  and  300  Sepoys,  were  ordered-  to  march 
and  attack  them,  whilft  major  Lawrence  remained  at  the  golden  rock 
with  the  reft  ready  to  fuppcSrt  them  if  rcpulfed,  or  if  foccc/sful,  to  join 
and'purfue  the  advantage  by  driving  the  beaten  party  on  the  enemy’s 
main  body.  The  luccefs  of  this  attcnfpt  depending  in  a  areat  meafure 
on  making  the  attack  before  the  enemy’s  main  bod)-  could  move  up  to' 
the  fuccour  of  their  party,  the  Englilh  for  more  expedition  marched 
without  any  field  pieces;  but  the  artillery  was notwithftamling  not  idle. 
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1 753.  for  they  fired  continually  from  the  main  body  to  deter  the  enemy’s 
cavalry  from  attacking  the  flanks  of  the  party  as  they  marched/  The 
officer  appointed  .to  -lead  the  attack,  inftead  of  following  his  orders,’ 
whidi-a-ire&ed  him  to  come  to  the  puffi  of  bayonet  without  hefitation, 
lent  word  that  he  could  not  execute  them  without  artillery,  and  that 
he  was  halted,  waiting  for  it.  Upon  this  major  Lawrence  inftantly 
.quitted  the  main  body,  and  galloping  up,  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
the  party,  and  led  them  on.  The  troops,  animated  by  his  example, 
marched  011  with  great  fpirit,  keeping  their  order,  notwithftanding 
they  were  galled  by  a  very  finart  fire  from  the  enemy’s  artillery, 
which  killed  feveral  men,  and  amongft  them,  captain  Kirk,  at  the 
head  of  the  grenadiers.:  thefe  brave  fellows,  whom  nothing  during 
the  war  had  ever  ftaggered,  could  not  fee  the  death  of  the  officer  they 
loved  without  emotion.  Captain  Kilpatrick  feeing  them  at  a  fiand, 
immediately- put  himfelf  at  their  head,  and  defired  them,  if  they  loved 
their  captain  as  much  as  he  valued  his  friend,  to  follow  him,  and  re¬ 
venge  his  death  :  roufed  in  an  inftant  by  this  fpirited  exhortation  and 
.example,  they'  fwsre  in  their  manner,  that  they  would  follow  him  to 
hell.  In  this  temper-  they  puffied  on  ;  and  in  order  to  prevent  the 
enemy  from  retreating  to  their  main  body,  marched  to  gain  their 
right  flank  :  the  enemy  had  rot  courage  to  Hand  the  ffiock,  but  quit¬ 
ted  the  bank  in  great  precipitation,  and  leaving  three  field  pieces  be¬ 
hind  them,  ran  away  towards  Weycondah,  expofed  great  part  of  the 
'  way  to  the  fire  of  the  two  field  pieces  which  captain  Dalton  had 
brought  out  of  the  city,  every  ffiot  of  which,  for  feveral  difeharges, 
xok  off  twoor  three  men.  The  enemy’s  main  body  now,  when  too 
late,  began  to  move  to  the  affiftance  of  their  party,  but  feeing  tberri 
irretrievably  defeated,  and  perceiving  at  the  fame  time  the  main  body 
of  the  Englifh  advancing  from  the  golden  rock,  they  lofl:  courage,  and 
without  waiting  to  give  or  receive  a  fire,  ran  off  in-  great  confufion  to¬ 
wards  the  five  rocks,  expofed  to  a  fevere  cannonade  from  the  rear 
rlivifion  of  the  Engliffi  artillery  which  had  been  left  at  the  golden  rock 
with  the  baggage ;  the  Tanjo®s  horfe  remained  fpeciators  of  their 
flight  without  taking  advantage  of  it,  by  falling' on  them  fword  in 
hand,  which  if  they  had  done,  few  would  have  efcaped;  fo  that  the 
lofs  which  they  fuifaiued  in  Europeans  did  not  exceed  100  men  killed 
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and  wounded :  of  the  Englifh  battalion  about  40  men  were  either 
■  killecf  or  difabled,  and  on  both  fides,  principally  by  cannon  fhot- 
>  Monac-gee  endeavoured  to  excufehis  negledl,  by  alledging  that  the 
folicitude  of  the  Nabob  and  his  commiflaries  for  the  fafety  of  the  con¬ 
voy,  made  him  unwilling  to  leave  it  expofed  to  the  enemy’s  cavalry 
which  hovered  round  in  large  bodies  :  but  this  was  no  good  reafon 
for  major  Lawrence  immediately  on  the  enemy’s  retreat  fent  him' 
orders  to  purlue,  and  the  battalion  were  marching  back  to  fecure  the 
convoy.  As  foon  as  the  enemy  were  out  of  fight,  the  army  with  the- 
convoy  proceeded  to  the  city,,  where  on  taking,  an  account  of  the  pro-- 
villons  before  they  were  lodged  in  the  magazines,  it  was  found  that 
the  quantity  did  not  exceed  300 'bullock  loads,  and  this  not  a  little- 
damaged:  which,  in  weight  not  being  more  than  30,000  pounds,, 
was  fcarcely  fufficient  to  fupply  the  Europeans  and  Sepoys  ten  days.. 
It  would  be  difficult  to  find'  an  example  of  fo  great  a  negligence,,  in  fo¬ 
e-den  tial  a  fervice,  which  had  coft  fo  much  pains  and  rifque,.  excepting' 
in  the  irregular  and  indolent  adminiftration  of  a  Moorifh  government 
in  Indoftan  ;  and  indeed:  the  Englifh  themfelves  were  much  to  blame- 
for  trufting  this-  important  charge  entirely  to  the  condudf  of'  the 
Nabob  and  his  officers,,  who  had  loaded  the  reft  of  the  bullocks,  for 
there  were  near  4000,,  with  their  own  baggage,,  and  a  heap  of  trum¬ 
pery  not  worth  the  carriage. 

The  enemy  removed  their  tents  and  baggage  as  fooivas  it  was  dark- 
from  the  fugar-loaf  rock  to- Weycondah,  where  they  encamped  all  to¬ 
gether  in  fo  ftrong  a  fituation,  protedled  by  the  fire  of  that  poft,.  that 
they  could  not  be  attacked  with  any  proipedl  of  fuccefs.  The  Myfo- 
reans  had  always  drawn  their  provifions  from  their  own  Wintry ;  and 
as  there  was  little  probability  of  procuring  plenty  to  the  city  whilft  the 
enemy  remained  on  the  plain,,  the  major,. as  foon  as  the  troops  were 
a  little  refrefhed,.  marched  out,,  and  taking  a  circuit  encamped  at  the 
five  rocks,  intending  to  intercept  their  convoys  coming  from  the  cr.ft- 
ward,  and  thus  retaliate  the  dith'dles  which  they  had  fo  often  brought 
upon  h:s  army.  At  the  fame  time  Menae-gee,  in  order  to  fc-cure  the 
communication  with  Tanjore,  undertortk-to reduce  Elimiicrum,  where 
the  enemy  had  left  a  garrifon  of  'aoo  Sepoys  and  a  few  Europeans, 
who  fubmitted  to  him  after  a  little  refinance. 
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Major  .Lawrence  now  ordered  DeCattans  to  be  hanged  in  fight  of 
the  enemy's  advanced  guards :  he  died  with  great  refolution,  but 
fhewed  much  concern  that  he  had  endeavoured  to  betray  captain 
Dalton,  who  had  received  him  with  io  much  hofpitality  and  kind- 
ijefs.  As  the  Englifh  had  condefeended  to  employ  this  delinquent 
ag-ainft  his  own  countrymen,  after  he  was  detebfed,  his  life  ought  to 
have  been  fpared. 

The  enemy  ftill  remaining  at  Weycondah,  major  Lawrence  made 
a  motion  towards  them  on  the  23d,  upon  which  they  decamped  in  a 
hurry,  and  leaving  part  of  their  baggage,  with  a  gun  and  feme  am¬ 
munition  behind,  made  a  diforderly  retreat  to  Mootachellinoor,.  a 
throng  poft  on  the  bank  of  the  Caveri,  which  fecured  their  commu¬ 
nication  with  Seringham  :  the  next  day  major  Lawrence  took  poffef- 
fion  of  the  ground  they  had  abandoned  with  an  intention  to  fend 
forward  fome  artillery  near  enough  to  cannonade  them  ;  but  this 
defign  was  unexpefledly  fruftrated,  for  the  next  clay  a  reinforcement, 
equal  to  the  whole  of  the  Englifh  force,  appeared  on  the  bank  of  the 
Coleroon.  It  confifted  of  3000  Morattoes,  a  great  number  of  Peons, 
and  fome  Topaffes  under  the  command  of  Morari-row,  together  with 
400  Europeans,  and  2000  Sepoys,  with  fix  guns. 

Moft  of  thefe  Europeans  arrived  in  the  end  of  June  from  the  ifland 
of  Mauritius,  where  they  had  been  difeiplined;  and  Mr.  Dupleix  com-, 
mitted  a  great  error  in  not  fending  them  immediately,  together  with 
Moran-row’s  troops,  toTritchinopoly ;  moreefpecially  as  the  fignal  de¬ 
feat  of  the  French  and  Myforeans  at  the  golden  rock  might  have  con¬ 
vinced  him  that  they  would  hardly  be  able. to  prevent  the  Englifh, 
when  reinforced  by  the  troops  of  Tanjore,  from  making  their  way  good 
to  the  city  with  the  convoy:  but  his  vanity  on  this  occafion  confounded 
his  good  fenfe ;  for  treating  the  battle  of  the  golden  rock  as  a  trifling 
ffcirmifh,  and  attributing  the  ill  fuccefs  of  it  to  fome  pretended  acci¬ 
dents  common  to  the  fortune  of  war,  he  feemed  to  difdain  fending  any 
farther  affiftance  to  an  army  which  he  confidently  aflferted  could  not 
fail  to  overpower  their  enemies  jg  a  very  few  days ;  he  therefore  detain¬ 
ed  this  force  to  make  conquefts  in  the  Carnatic ;  but  the  wilful  difpofition 
of  Morari-row  fruftrated  in  a  great  meafure  this  defign :  for  regarding 
mo  injun&kms  excepting  thofe  of  the  Myforean,  who  was  afraid  to  giva 
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him  jjofitive  orders,  the  Morattoe  traverfed  the  province  according  to 
his  own  inclination,  without  keeping  his  force  united,  or  afting  in 
concert  with  the  troops  of  Pondicherry.  I lowever  Mr.  Dupleix  pur- 
fuing  his  plan  as  well  as  he  was  able,  detached  immediately  after  the 
capture  of  ChiHambrum  a  large  body  of  Sepoys,  accompanied  by  fome 
Morattocs,  to  attack  the  pagoda  of  Verdachelum  ;  this  force  was  led 
bv  one  Hufi’an  Ally,  who  had  long  been  commander  in  chief  of  the 
French  Sepoys,  and  had  diftinguifhed  himfelf  fo  much  in  this  employ¬ 
ment  that  the  French  king  had  honoured  him  'with  a  gold  medal  in 
token  of  his  fervices ;  this  man  was  taken  at  Seringham  with  Mr. 
Law,  and  the  Englilh  knowing  his  capacity  kept  him  a  clofe  prifoncr 
at  Fort  St  David;  from  whence,  however,  he  had  lately  contrived  to 
efcape,  being  carried  through  the  guards  in  a  baficet  which  they 
imagined  to  contain  lumber.  The  garrifon  of  Verdachelum  confifted 
only  of  50  Sepoys  commanded  by  a  ferjeant,  who  furrendered  after  a 
flight  refiftance ;  from  hence  Haflan  Ally,  joined  by  50  Europeans? 
proceeded  to  Trinomalee,  where  they  found  Morari-row  with  the 
greateft  part  of  his  force  shifting,  according  to  his  promife,  the  troops 
of  Velore,  who  were  laying  clofe  fiege  to  the  place.  The  army  of 
the  befiegers  now  amounted  to  6ooo«  cavalry,  5000  Sepoys,  and  100 
Europeans,  including  the  50  which  Mortiz-ally  kept  in  his  own  pay. 
The  garrifon,  1500  men,  commanded  by  Barkatoola,  a  faithful  fer- 
vant  to  the  Nabob,  and  a  gallant  officer,  defended  themfelves  with 
much  bravery,  making  frequent  fallies,  and  in  one  they  furprized  and 
beat  up  the  quarters  of  the  Morattoes,  killing  many  of  their  horles  ; 
this  lofs,  the  moil  fenfible  that  the -Morattoes  can  feel,  determined 
Morari-row  to  look  out  for  eafier  conquefts ;  and  leaving  the  Phouf- 
dar’s  troops  to  continue  the  fiege  as  they  could,  he  marched  away,  with 
an  intention  to  lay  fiege  to  Palam  Cotab,  a  fort  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  ChiHambrum.  Here  lie  was  joined  by  a  party  of  350  Europeans, 
who  endeavoured  to  prevail  on  him  to  march  with  them  and  attack 
the  Englilh  fettlemcnt  of  Devi  Cotah  ;  but  Morari-row,  npnrchoniive 
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his  arrival,  he  received  letters  from  the.  regent  informing  him  pf  his 
difti'cfs,  fince  hisconvcys  from  Myforc  began  to  be  intercepted,  and  de¬ 
fining  him  in  the  mod  preffing  terms  to  move •  immediately  to  Serin  g- 
Itarn  with  his  whole,  force  ;•  and  Mr..  Dupleix  informing-  him  at  the. 
lame  time  that  lie  intended  to  fend' all  the  Europeans  he  could  bring- 
into  the  field,  the  Morattoe,  calling  in  all  his-ftragglcrs,. hurried  back 
to  'Chillambrum,  which  was  appointed  the  place  of  general  rendez¬ 
vous  ;.  from  hence  the  whole  reinforcement  proceeded  bv  very  expe¬ 
ditious  marches  to  Tritchinopoly.Jn  fight  of  which  they  arrived  on. 
the  2 J.tli  of  Augufh. 

Their  appearance  at  fo  critical'a  conjun&ure  did  not  fail  to  raife  the- 
eneiny’s  fpirits,who  tejftified  their  joy  by  firing  falutes  and  exhibiting 
fireworks  for  three  clays  fucceffively,  at  the  fame  time  making  the  ne- 
cefifary  preparations  for  comingtothe  plains  again;-  whilft  the  Englifh 
and  their  allies  fawthcmfelves  under  the  neceffitvof  taking  their  mea- 
fures  to  a£l  again  on  the  defenfive;  under  the.  fame 'difadvantages  to> 
which  they  had  been  conftantlv  fubjedt,. excepting  in  the  fhort  interval 
fince  the  laft  defeatof  the  enemy :  but  even  in  this  interval  they  had  not. 
been  able  to  get  more  provifions  than  fuffi’ced  for  the  daily  confump- 
lion  ;  for  as  their,  force  was  not  Jbfficient  to  lpare.  considerable  elcorts. 
at  a  diftance  for  the  time  neceiTary  to  colled  large  fupplies,  what  they 
received  came  daily  in  fmall  quantities,,  about  1.00  bullock  loads  at  a. 
time,  which  indeed  had  lately  joined  the.  camp  without  much  difficulty.: 
Butitwas  evident  that  the  enemy’s  detachments  would  not  fcour  the- 
p-lain  .again  as  ufual  :  the  Major  therefore,  to  diminiffi  the  riik  of  his 
convoys  coming,  from  the  eaftward,  quitted  the  neighbourhood  of 
Weycondah  as  loon  as  their  reinforcement  appeared,  and  encamped  on 
the  fame  ground  which  he  had  formerly  occupied  a  little  to  the  north- 
of  the  Facquire’s  Tope.  The  enemy  three  days  after  quitted  Moota- 
ehellinoor,.  and  encamped  at  the  five  rocks,  . where  their  army  covered 
a  great  extent  of  ground,  for  they  had  iikewife  been- reinforced  from 
Myfore.  From  the  great  fuperiority  of  their  numbers,  the  Major  ex- 
pe&edthattheywould-attack.him  in  his  camp,  and  ordered  his  men  to 
lleep  on  their  arms  ;  but  they  contented  themfelves  with  following 
their  former  plan  of  intercepting  the  convoys.  And  the  very  next 
day,  the  28th,  near  3000  horfe,  Morattoes  and  Mvforeans,  attacked  an 
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efcoi>of  1 00  Europeans  with  great  vigour  ■;  but  the  men,  accuftomed  1  753. 
,  to  fuch  encounters,  preserved  themlelves  and  the  convoy  by  not  part-  V"V'J 
ing  with  their  fire,  although  the  enemy  rode  fevcral  times  to  the  very 
.bayonets. 

The  prefidency  of  Madrafs  hearing  of  the  reinforcement  which  Mr. 

!  Dupleix  had  lent  to  Scringham,  determined  to  fcrengtheu  their  own 
army  with  all  the  men  that  could  be  lpared  for  the  field,  and  fent 
them  in  one  of  the  company’s  fhips  to  Devi  Cotah  ;  and  the  Major, 
in  order  to  facilitate  the  junfiion  of  thefe  troops,  as  well  as  to  prated 
Ids  convoys,  determined  to  encamp  farther  to  the  e'afhvard ;  and  fend¬ 
ing  oft  his  baggage  in  the  night,  marched  at  day  break  the  firft  of  Sep- 
;  tember  over  the  plain  in  full  view  of  the  enemy,  and  pitched  his  camp 
1 1  at  a  little  diftance  to  the  fouth-eafl  of  the  French  rock.  This  ground 
.  'was  well  chofen,  for  the  right  flank  was  prote&ed  by  fome  pieces  of 
.  artillery  mounted  on  the  rock,  which  were  flanked  by  the  cannon  of  the 
city.  The  front  of  the  camp  was  forthe  molt  part  fecured  byamorafs, 

;  and  the  rear  by  fwamps.stnd  rice  fields.  The  Tanjorines  were  exceed-  - 
ingly  delighted  with  the  fecurity  in  which  they  here  found  themfelves, 
for  they  had  before  began  to  droop  with  apprehenfions  of  having  their 
■quarters  beat  up  by  the  Morattoes ;  and  Monac-gee  exerting  all  his  in¬ 
fluence  amongft  .his  countrymen,  prevailed  on  the  merchants  who  dealt 
in  rice,  to  bring  frequent  fupplies  of  grain,  although  in  finallquantities. 

The  enemy’s  fcouts  gave  them  fuch  good  intelligence  of  the  approach 
■of  the  convoys  that  few  efcaped  unattacked,  but  being  conftautly  fup- 
ported  by  detachments  of  Europeans,  they  made  their  way  good.to  the 
■camp;  not  indeed  without  fome  iofs,  fince  it  was  impoffible  in  the  tu¬ 
mult  to  prevent  the  bullocks  and  coolers  from  flinging  down  their  loads 
and  taking  flight.  However,  what  arrived  was  fufficient  for  the  dailv 
wants,  but  fo  little  more,  that  if  two  or  three  convoys  had  been  cut  off. 
the  army  would  have' been  obliged  to  have  had  recourfe  to  the  finall 
frock  which  was  laid  up  in  the  city.  The  encmv,  as  if  determined  to 
reduce  them  to  this  diflreis,  moved  from  the  five  rocks,  and  encamped 
at  the  fiigar  loaf,  extending  from  hence  to  the  golden  rock.  Here 
the  regent  and 'Moran-row  having  intelligence  of  the  reinforcement 
of  which  the  Englifh  were  in  expectation,  prcfiingly  intreated  the 
French  to  attack  their  camp  before  (hole  troops  arrived;  but  Mr. 
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Aftruc  declined  the  attempt,  and  contented  himfelf  with  waiting  for 
lefs  hazardous  opportunities  of  diminifhing  their  force:  at  length  the 
.Eogiilh  reinforcement  arrived  on  the  19th  of  September,  at  Kelli 
Cotah,  a  fort  1 5  miles  eaft  of  the  city :  and  never  perhaps  had  two  ar¬ 
mies  i  emained  1 8  days  in  fo  extraordinary  a  iituation,  both  encamped 
on  the  open  plain  without  a  bnfn  on  it,  at  about  two  miles  diftancc 
fi'om  each  other,  fo  that  with  their  glades  they  could  lee  one  another 
fitting  at  dinner  in  their  tents:  and  a  cannon  Ihot  from  the  advanced 
polls  might  eafily  reach  the  oppefite  camp:  but  astkefwamps  in  the. 
rear  of  both  the  camps  did  not  permit  either  to  move  farther  back, 
both  refrained  from  dommeticing  a  cannonade ;  the  Englilh  defired  no¬ 
thing  more  than  to, keep  their  battalion  unimpaired  until  the  arrival  of 
their  reinforcement  but  for  this  very  realon  the  F tench  ought  to  have 
taken  all  opportunities  of  diminifhing  their  number.  Major  Lawrence 
now  apprehending  nothing  fo  much,  as  that  the  enemy  might  fend  a 
large  detachment  to  intercept  his  reinforcement,  determined  if  pol- 
fibie  to  divert  their  attention  by  cannonading  their  camp-;,  and  the 
day  in  which  the  troops,  were  ordered  to  march  from  Kelli  Cotah,  an 
eighteen  pounder,  feat  from,  the  city,  was  mounted  about  half  a  mile 
fouth- weft  of  the  French  rock,  on.  the  bankofthewater-courfe  thatin- 
terfefts  the  plain,  and  early  in  the  morning  the  1.6th  of  September,  it 
began  to  fire  fmartly  ;  every  fliot  was  ieen  to  ftrike  amongft  the  tents 
of  the  French  battalion,  who  after  having  bore  the  inlult  patiently  for 
two  hours,  detached  their  three  companies  of  grenadiers  with  a  large 
body  Qf  their  allies,  horfe  and  foot,  to  attack  the  party  polled  with 
the  eighteen  pounder  :  upon  which  motion  the  Major  immediately 
threw  a  reinforcement  into  the  water  courfe  of  250  Europeans,  800 
Sepoys,  and  three  field  pieces  under  the  command  of  captain  Charles 
Campbell,  who  defended  it  fo  well  that  the  enemy  were  obliged  to 
defift  from. their  attempt,  and  retreat  to  their  camp,' not  without  a  con- 
fiderable  lofs;  for  they  had  bore,  for  fomc  time  a.fmart  cannonade  from 
five  pieces  of  cannon  upon  the  fouth-weft  cavalier  of  the  city,  as  well, 
as  from  the  artillery  at  the  vvatercourfe..  This  repulfe,  lucouded  by  a 
continuar.ee  of  the  fire  from  the  1 8  pounder,  either  deterred  or  di¬ 
verted  them  during  the  reft  of  the  day  from  giving  attention  to  the  re¬ 
inforcement,  who  having  continued  their  march,  without  moleftation, 
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joined  the  camp  in  the  evening.  Tlie  whole  conlifted  of  237  Eu¬ 
ropeans,  with  the  captains  Ridge  and  Calliaud,  lately  arrived  from 
ilurope,  and  300  Sepoys. '  The  junction  of  thefe  troops  inlpired  the 
army  with  as  much  joy  as  the  doubtful  expectation  of  their  arrival 
had  cauled  anxiety  and  folicitude  ;  and  to  retaliate  on  the  enemy  the 
iiame  marks  of  exultation  which  they  .had  lately  employed  on  a' like 
occasion,  the  tidings  were  announced  to  them  by  a  difeharge  of  all 
the.  artilluy  in  the  camp  and  city. 

There  being  now  no  more  reinforcements  to  expeft,  and  the 
vicinity  of  the  enemy  having  greatly  augmented  the  difficulties  of 
getting  provisions  and  fuel,  major  Lawrence,  as  foon  as  the  troops  juft 
■  arrived  were  refrelhed,  determined  to  bring  on  a'general  battle,  which 
jif  the  enemy  declined  he  refolved  to  attack  them  in  their  camp. 

|  ..  The  tents  and  baggage  were  fent  at  night  to  remain  under  cover 
|  of  the  artillery  of  the  city  ;  from  whence  at  the  lame  time  100  Eu- 
!  repeans,  all  who  could  be  Ipared  from  the  garrifon,  marched  out  and 
joined  the  army.  Every  thing  being  prepared,  major  Lawrence  quitted 
the  ground  near  the  French  rock,  and  at  clay  break,  the  20th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  the  army  appeared  at  the  Facquire’s  Tope,  and  remained 
for  feme  hours  drawn  up,  offering  the  enemy  battle  ;  but  they  Chew¬ 
ing  no  inclination  to  accept  the  defiance,  the  Major  fent’fbr  his  tents 
again, and  encamped  on  the  Ipot  on  which  lie  was  drawn  up,  refolving 
to  attack  their  camp  the  next  day :  as  the  fuccefs  of  this  hardy  enter- 
prize  depended  greatly  on  preventing  the  enemy  from  entertaining  any 
fulpicion  of  his  intention,  he  cannonaded  their  camp,  with  an  eigh¬ 
teen  pounder,  at  different  intervals  during  the  reft  of  the  dav  ;  honing 
to  make  them  believe  that  he  purpofed  nothing  more  than  to  harrals 
and  incommode  them.  At  night  the  tents  were  ftrack,  and  fent  back 


again  towards  the  city,  and 
their  reft  in  the  open  field,  to  be  utv 
The  enemy’s  cam])  extended  on 
but  much  farther  to  the  weft  than 
were  encamped  on  the  eaft,  me  r 
weft  of  the  rock,  and  bc-yo 
as  far  as  the  golden  rock 
way  behind  the  two  rocks.  J  n 
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■cnch  hat!  flung  up  an  intrench- 
and  intended  to  have  continued, 
efr ;  but  on  this  fide  had  oclv 
500  yards  from  the  Weftern  ex- 
nt,  which  interval  %vas  left  open 
d  likewife  Bung  up  an  intrcnch- 
:  iugar-loaf  :  at  the  golden  rock, 
the  front  of  the  ground  on  which 
’rench  had  Rationed  an  advanced 
ianies  of  Topafies,- and  600  Se- 
_pu;s,  w.lu  iwu  pieces  or  cannon,  under  the  'command  of  a  partizau 
of  feme  reputation.  Major  Lawrence  being  apprized  of  thefe  dif- 
pofitions,  projected  his  attack  to  take  the  utmofl  advantage  of  them. 
At  the  hour. appointed  the -army  quitted  the  Facquire’s  Tope,  and 
marched  in  profound  filence  towards  the  golden  rock  :  the  battalion 
-cortfiRing  of  600  men  formed  the  van  in  three  equal  divifions ;  the 
Rrft  was  compofed  of  the  grenadier  company  of  roo  men  commanded 
by  captain  Kilpatrick,  the  picket  of  40,  by  captain  Calliaud,  and  two 
platoons,  each  of  30  men,  under  the  command  of  captain-  Charles 
Campbell;  the  artillery,  fix  field  pieces,  with  too  artillery  men,. were 
divided  on  the  flanks  of  each  divifion  :  2000  Sepoys,  in  two  lines, 
followed  the  Europeans  .  the  Tanjorine  cavalry  were  ordered  to  ex¬ 
tend  to  the  eaflward,  and  to  march  even  with  the  lafl  line  of  Sepoys. 
The  moon  had  hitherto  been  very  bright;  but  a  hidden  cloud  now 
rtbfcured  it  fo  much,  that  the  firfi  divifion  of  the  battalion  came  within 
piflol  fhot  .of  the  golden  rock  before  they  were  difeovered ;  and  giv¬ 
ing  a  very  {mart  fire,  mounted  it  in  three  places  at  once,  whilfi  the 
enemy,  who  had  barely  time  to  thatch  up  their  arms,  hurried  down 
.after  making  one  irregular  difeharge,  and  ran  away  to  the  camp  with 
Inch  precipitation,  that  they  left  their  two  field  pieces,  ready  loaded 
with  grape,  vmdifeharged.  Animated  by' this  iuccefs,  the  men  called 
out  with  one  voice  to  be  led  on  to  the  grand  camp,  and  the  Major 
availing  himfelf  of  their  alacrity,  remained  no  longer  at  the  rock 
■than  was  nccefiary  to  break  the  carriages  of  the  enemy’s  guns,  and 
to  form  his  troops  again.  Their  diipofition  was  now  changed,  the 
three  divifions  of  Europeans  were  ordered  to  march,  as  near  as  they 
g  could, 


t  les  1  1!  3 
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could,  jn  one  line  in  front  through  the  camp  of  the  Myforeans,  in 
order  to.  fall  at  once  upon,  the  left  flank  of  the  French  quarters :  the 
Sepoys  were  divided  on  each  flank  of  the  battalion,,  but  at  Tome  dif- 
tance  in  the  rear.  Had  the  camp,  like  thofe  in  Europe, .been  covered 
with  tents,  it  would  have  been  impoflible  to. have  penetrated  through 
it  in  this  oftler ;  but  in  an  Indian  army  none  but  the  men  of  rank, 
can  afford  the  expence  of  a  tent,  and  the- reft  flicker  themfelves  as. 
they  can  in  cabbins  made  of  mats,  fo  flight  that,  they  may  be  puffed, 
down  by  the  hand.  The  Tanjorine  cavalry,  intermixed  with  match¬ 
locks-  and  peons,,  had  halted  during  the  attack  of  the  golden  rock,  on. 
the  plain  nearly  oppofite  to  the  front  of  the.  French'  intrenchment,.arjd; 
they  were  now  inftruftedko  move  direftly  up  to  it,  in  order  to  create: 
what  confufion  they  could  with  their  fire  arms  and  rockets..  The  bat¬ 
talion  received  the  orders  for  continuing  the  march  with  loud  huz¬ 
za’s,  and  the  whole  proceeded  with  the  greateft  confidence,,  as  to  a. 
vi&ory  of  which  they  were  fure ;.  the.  drums  of  the.  three  divifions 
beating  the  grenadiers  march,- the  gunners  with  their  portfires  lighted.! 
on  the  flanks,. and.  the  Sepoys  founding  with  no  little,  energy  all  their 
various  inftruments  of  military  mufic..  This  did  not  a  little  contribute 
to  augment  the  confternation  which  the  fugitives  from,  the  rock  had. 
lpread  amongft-the  Myforeans,  who  were  already  taking  flight,  when 
the  Engliff  entered  their  camp..  The  Europeans  marched. with. fixed 
bayonets,  and.  recovered  arms,,  but  the  Sepoys  kept  up  a  fmart  fire 
upon  the  fwarms  that  were: taking  flight  on  all  fides.  The  French 
difeovered  by  the  fugitives  which  way  the  attack  would  fal!„and 
drew  up  to  oppofe  it,  facing  the  weft;  the  left  of  their. battalion  was 
behind,  the  finiffed  but  detachedpart  of  their  intre.nchment  on  this 
fide ;  and.  the  reft  extendedtowards  the  intrenchment  they  had  thrown 
up  in  front  of  their  camp ;  which  their  line,  however  did  not  reach  by 
loo  yards;  but  a  bank  running  at  this  diftance  parallel  to  that  in¬ 
trenchment,  ferved  to  defend  the  right  flank  of  their  battalion :  in  this 
pofition  they  derived  no  advantage  from  that  part  of  their  works  on 
which  they  had  moft  depended..  To  the  left  of-their  battalion  was  a 
body  of  2000  Sepoys,  who  inclined  to  the  left,,  intending  to  gain  the 
flank  of  the  Engliff- battalion,  and  the  fame  number  were  defigned  to 
form  their  right  wing;  but  thefc,  by  fome  miftakc,  in  this  Irene  o £ 

hurry 


>n,  polled  themfelvcs  on  the  fugar-loaf  roqk.  The 
}  t  ancmg  were  prevented  by  the  interruptions  which 

they  met  with  in  the  Myforc  camp  from  keeping  up  in  a  lino ;  fo  that 
the  fir  it  divifion  had  outmarched  the  iecond,  and  the  fecond  the  third; 
however  as  loon  as  they  came  nigh  the  enemy,  whom  they  dilcovocd 
by  the  portfires  of  their  guns,  the  biudermoft  quickcnctf  their  pace; 
but  ncverthclels  the  whole  line  was  not  completely  formed  before 
i  twenty  yards  of  the  enemy,  by  which  time  the  Se¬ 

poys  to  the  right  had  advanced  from  the  rear,  in  order  to  oppofe  thole 
on  the  enemy’s  left :  the  artillery  in  the  hurry  could  not.  keep  up  with 
tjie  battalion.  The'French  artillery  had  for  feme  time  fired  with  great 
vivacity,  but  moft  of  the  Ihot  flew  too  high,  and  killed  leveral  of  the 
flying  Myforeans.  The  aftion  commenced  juft  as  the  day  began  to 
dawn  :  Mr.  Aftruc,  with  indefatigable  aftivity  prevailed  on  his  men 
to  waft  and  receive  the  Englilh  fire  before  they  gave  theirs:  amonc-ft 
thole  who  fuffered  in  this  onfet  was  captain  Kilpatrick,  who  com¬ 
manded  the  divifion  on  the  right;  he  fell  delperately  wounded;  upon 
which  captain  Calliaud  put  liimlclf  at  the  head  of  the  grenadiers,  and 
took  the  command  of  the  whole  divifion;  the  French  Sepoys  on  the 
left  fcarcely  flood  the  firft  fire  of  the  right  wing  of  the  Englilh  Se¬ 
poys,  but  took  flight:  which  captain  Calliaud  perceiving,  he  wheeled 
inftantly  round  with  his  divifion,  and  gaining  the  left  flank  of  the  in-. 
trenebment,  behind  which  the  left  of  the  French  battalion  was  ported, 
poured  in  a  clofe  fire  upon  them;  and  the  grenadiers  pulhiug  on  with 
.heiy  bayonets,  drove  them  crowding  upon  their  center’:  the  whole 
line  was  already  falling  into  confufion,  when  a  well-levelled  dilcharge 
from  the  center  and  left  of  the  Englilh  battalion  in  front  compleated 
the  route,  and  they  ran  away  in  great  diforder  to  gain  the  other  fide 
of  the  bank  on  their  right,  where  Mr.  Aftruc  endeavoured  to  rally 
them:  but  the  grenadiers  purfuing  them  clofelv,  renewed  the  attack 
with  their  bayonets,  and  put  them  again  to  flight :  every  man  now 
provided  for  his  own  fafety,  without  any  regard  to  order,  running 
towards  the  golden  rock,  as  this  way  was  the  only  outlet  not  ob- 
ftru&ed  ;  but  as  foon  as  they  got  to  fome  diftance  on  the  plain 
they  dilperfed  and  took  various  routes.  The  left  wing  of  the  Englilh 
.Seapoys  had  hitherto  taken  no  lhare  in  the  engagement,  for  by 
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keeping  too  much' to  the  left  of  the  battalion,  they  came  to  the  out-  1753. 
fide  of  the  French  iutrenchment,  011  the  ground  to  which  the  Tan-  '^V~J 
jorines  were  ordered  to  advance  ;  however,  as  foon  as  they  perceived 
the  French  battalion  in  confufion,  they  pufhed  on  to  the  fugar-loaf 
rock,  and  with  much  refolution  attacked  and  difperfed  the  body  of  the 
enemy’s  Sepoys  polled  there,  who  from  the  beginning  of  the  adtion 
had  employed  themfelves  in  firing  random  fliot  indifcriminately  upon 
friends  and  foes.  -The  viftory  was  now  decided,,  and  the  Englifh 
troops  drew  up  on  the  French  parade.  A  body  of  Morattoes  were 
the  only  part  of  the  Indian  army  which  made  any  motions  to  draw 
oft  the  attention  of  the  Englifh  during  the  engagement ;  they  feeing 
I  one  of  the  field  pieces  left  with  a  few  men  at  a  diftauce  behind  the 
I  reft,  galloped  up,  and  cutting  down  the  men,  got  pofieffion  of  it ;  but 
'perceiving  the  battle  loft,  they  did  not  venture  to  carry  it  oft:  never- 
thelefs  they  did  not  immediately  quit  the  camp,  where  they  were  foon 
after  joined  by  leveral  other  bodies  of  cavalry,  encouraged  by  their 
example :  but  the  Englifh  artillery  in  a  few  rounds  obliged  them  to 
retire  again,  and  they  followed  the  reft  of  the  fugitives,  who  were 
retreating  towards  Seringham  by  the  pafs  of  Mootachillinoor.  It 
was  fome  hours  before  the  -whole  got  into  the  ifland,  for  the  throng 
confifted  of  30,000  men  of  all  forts  on  fool,  and  16,000  horfe,  befides 
a  great  number  of  oxen,  camels,  and  elephant^.  The  Tanjorines 
were  ordered  to  fit  out  iu  purfuit  of  the  French  troops,  who  were 
taking  flight,  difperfed  on  all  fides  over  the  plain  ;  but  they  could  not. 
be  prevailed  on  to  quit  the  fpoil  of  the  camp,  which  they  were  very 
befy  in  plundering;- 

The  tents,  baggage,  and  ammunition  of  the  French  camp,  together 
with  eleven  pieces  of  cannon,  one  an  eighteen  pounder,  were  taken  ; 

100  of  their  battalion  were  either  killed  or  .wounded,  and  near  roo 
more,  amongft  whom  was  Mr.  Allruc,  with  ten  officers,  were  made 
prifoners  :  feveral  were  afterwards  knocked  on  the  head  by  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Tondiman’s  woods,  65.  were  taken  ftraggling  in  the  Tanjore 
country  ;  and  a  detachment  of  Sepovs,  lent  out  by  captain  Dalton 
from  the  city,  brought  in  21  of  thofe  who  were  making  (heir  way  to 
the  ifland  by  the  pari  of  Chucklypolam :  fo  that  the  whole  of  their  lots 
.was  at  leaft  300  Europeans,  with  their  heft  officer  ;  for  fuch  im- 
S  s  •  doubtcdly 
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1 7 S3'  doubtedly  was  Mr.  Aftruc  :  it  might -have  been  much  more,  had  the 
Tanjorines  exerted  themfelves  as  they  were  ordered.  Of  the  Englift 
about  40  Europeans  were  killed  and  wounded. 

This  aftion  was  decided  entirely  by  the  mufketry ;  for  the  Englifft 
artillery  were  not  brought  into  the  engagement ;  and  the  French 
cannon  were  ill  pointed,  -and  irrefolutely  ierved,  even  before  the  con¬ 
flict  became  hot  and  general  ;  after  which  the  event  could  not  remain 
.  long  in  fufpence  between  twe  bodies  of  men,  whofe  dead  fell  within 
20  yards  of  each  other.  There  are  few  inftancesof  a  victory  in  which 
the  fagneity  and  {pint  of  the  general,  as  well  as  the  refolution  of  the 
trcojts,  are  more  to’ be  admired.  The  French  themfelves  confefied 
that  they  had  no  fulpicion  of  the  intentions  to  attack  them  j  nor  did 
chance  interfere  to  fubftradi  from  the  merit  of  this  fuccefs  :  for  major 
Lawrence,  before  he  quitted  his  camp  at  the  Freneh  rock,  had  pre¬ 
dicted  tnoft  of  the  events  which  concurred  to  produce  it.  The 
Nabob’s  ftandard  was  notv  planted  in  the  enemy’s  camp ;  and  the 
Englifh  flag,  difplayed  on  the  top  of  the  fugar-loaf  rock,  proclaimed 
the  triumph  of  their  arms  to  the  country  feveral  miles  round. 

The  Tanjorines,  elated  to  excefs,  although  they  had  contributed 
nothing  more  than  their  appearance  in  the  field  to  gain  the  victory, 
propofed,  immediately  after  the  battle,  to'  follow  the  enemy,  and  be- 
fiege  them  in  Seringham ;  but  major  Lawrence  paying  no  attention 
to  this  rhodomontade,  moved  with  the  army  iti  the  evening  to  lay 
fiege  to  Weycondah. 

,  This  place,  now  a  fort,  was  originally  nothing  more  than  a  pagoda 
and  choultry,  fituated  at  the  top  of  a  rock  about  30  feet  high.  The 
rock  was  afterwards  inclofcd  by  a  fquare  ftone  wall,  carried  up  as 
high  as  the  top  of  the  rock  itfelf,  and  built  thick-enough  to  afford  a 
rampart  about  five  feet  in  breadth,  befides  a  {lender  parapet,  which 
has  loop-holes  to  fire  through :  on  the  weftern  fide  is  a  gateway,  of 
which  the  top  communicates  with  the  rampart  on  either  hand  :  the 
enemy’s  garrifon  confifted  chiefly  of  Sepoys.  A  watercourfe  Ierved 
inftead  of  a  trench  to  fhelter  the  Englifh  troops ;  who  having  cut  em- 
brafures  through  the  bank  about  400  yards  from  the  wall,  battered 
it  with  two  eighteen  pounders,  and  at  the  fame  time  threw  fhells 
from  a  mortar  and  two  cohorns.  By  the  next  evening  the  wall  was 
2  beaten 
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beaten  down-,  within  1 2  feet  of  the  ground.  Early  the  next  morn¬ 
ing  lome  of  the  garrifon  endeavoured  to  make  their  efcape,  through 
a  tally -port  on  the  north,  to  a  large  body  of  horfe,  who  were  waiting 
at  a  di (lance  to  receive  them :  thefe  fugitives  were  difcovered  by  fome 
of  the  Engiith  Sepoys  on  the  right,  who  immediately  ran  to  prevent 
any  more  from  getting  out ;  and  at  the  fame  time  600  other  Sepoys, 
who  were  under  arms  in  tire  watcrcourfe,  let  out  of  their  own  accord, 
without  well  knowing  what  was  the  matter,  and  ran  direftly  to  the 
breach,  rcgardicfs  of  the  commands  of  their  officers,  who  affured  them 
that  it  was  not  ret  pradlicable  ;  but  nothing  could  (lop  the  tumult  r 
they  made  feveral  iueffcdhial  attempts  to  mount  the  breach,  notwith- 
ffniuling  they  were  warmly  fired  upon  by  the  enemy  from  above.  At 
length,  finding  it  impradicable  to  fucceed  this  way,  they  all  ran  to 
tire  gate,  which  lome  endeavoured  to  force,  whilfl  others  fired  up,  to 
drive  the  defenders  from  the  ramparts  :  but  this  attempt  likewife 
proving  ineffectual,  'a  refolute  Englifhman,  ferjeant  to  a  company  of 
Sepoys,  mounted  on  the  (houlders  of  one  of  them,  and  getting  hold 
of  feme  of  the  carved  work  of  the  gateway,  clambered  up  to  the  top  ; 
and  thofe  below  handing  up  to  him  the  colours  of  his  company,  he 
planted  them  fingly  on  the  parapet :  here  he  was  foon  joined  by  about 
20  of  his  company,  who  followed  his  example;  and  whilfl  fome  of 
thefe  were  engaged  with  the  enemy,  others  went  down  011  the  infide 
of  the  rampart,  and  opened  the  gate.  Thofe  without  inflantly  rulhed  . 
in  like  a  torrent;  which  the  enemy  perceiving,  they  hurried  down.-- 
from  the  rampart,  and  ran  up  the  (leps,  to  gain  the  choultry  and  pa¬ 
goda  at  the  top  of  the  rock;  but  the  Englifh  Sepoys  followed- them 
fo  clofely,  that  they  had  not  time  to  make  any  dilpofitions  to  defend 
themfelves  there  before  they  were  attacked  at  the  pu(h  of  bayonet : 
in  the  firft  fury  feveral  were  killed;  hut  the  red,  about  400,  flinging 
down  their  arms  and  calling  for  quarter,  were  (pared. 

From  Weycondah  the  army  removed,  and  encamped  at  the  French 
Kock,  where  they  now  abounded  in  as  much -plenty  as  they  had 
hitherto  fullered  diftrefs ;  for  none  of  the  enemy’s  parties’ventured  on 
the  plain,  and  the  country  people,  no  longer  terrified  by  the  apprehen- 
fiov>  of  lofing  their  nofes,  brought  in  provisions  in  iuch.abuudance,tbat 
rice,  which  three  days  before  was  fold  at  fourmeafurcs  for  the  rupee 


now  fold  at  fixteen;  'and  at  this  rate  a  flock  was  kid  in  fufficient  to 
Apply  the  garrifon  for  fix  months  at  full  allowance.  Captain  iialton 
feeing  this  objeft  of  the  general  fbllicitudc  provided  for,  and  the  city  - 
in  all  other  refpedis  out  of  danger,  quitted  the  command  of  Tritchi- 
nopolv,  and  lome  time  after  returned  to  Europe. 

The  approach  of  the  rainy  moufoon  in  the  middle  of  October  - 
made  it  neceffary  to  carry  the  troops  into  cantonment:  the  city  itlelf 
would  certainly  have  afforded  them  the  heft  flrelter :  but'  the  flock 
of  proviiions  laid  up  for  the  ufe  of  the  garrifon  would  i'oon  have  been 
combined  by  the  addition  of  fitch  a  number  of  mouths  :  and  as  little 
danger  was  to  be  apprehended  from  any  attempts  which  the  enemy 
might  make  during  the  'abfencc  of  the  army,  provided  the  garrifon 
were  commonly  vigilant,  major  Lawrence  preferred  to  remove  to 
Coikdcly,  on  the  frontiers  of  Tanjore,  from  whence  the  wants  of  the 
army  might  conftantly  be  fiipplied,  without  the  neceffity  of  fatiguing 
the  troops  by  employing  them  to  elcort  convoys.  Four  hundred  Se¬ 
poys  and  the  fick  of  the  battalion,  with  I  50'  Europeans,  were  fent 
into  Tritchinopoly,  to  augment  the  garrifon  ;  a  detachment  was  left 
to  defend  Elimiferum;  and  the  reft  of  the  Englifh  troops  marched 
on  the  23d  of  Oftober  to  their,  winter  quarters :  they  were  accom¬ 
panied  by  the  Nabob,  with  the  few  troops  he  commanded  ;  but  the 
Tanjorines  quitted  them,  and  proceeded  to  their  capital,  in  order  to 
be  prefent  at  the  celebration  of  a  great  fefiival  which  falls  out  at  this- 
time  of  the  3-ear.  It  was  with  great  reluftance  that  major  Lawrence 
faw  them  depart,  judging  from  experience,  that  nothing  but  the  lafl 
neceffity  would  induce  the  king  to' fend  them  back,  notwithflanding 
that  he  promifed,  with  much  feeming  complacence,  that  they  fhould 
take  the  field,  and  rejoin  the  Nabob,  as  foon  as  the  monfoon  was  paft. 

During  thefe  tranfadlions  to  the  fouth  of  the  Coleroon,  the  Eng- 
Jifh  arms  had  likewife  gained  fome  fuccefles  in  the  Carnatic.  The 
retreat  of  Morari-row  from  before  Trinomalee  increafed  the  courage 
of  the  garrifon, -who  fignalized  themfelves  lo  much  bv  frequent  and 
vigorous  Tallies,  that  the  preiidency  of  Madrafs  determined  to  fend  a 
reinforcement  to  their  afiiftance  ;  and  500  Sepoys  detached  from  the 
garrifon  of  Arcot,  arrived  in  the  middle  of  September  in  fight  of 
the  place :  but  finding  all  the  avenues-  blockaded,  they  concerted 
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meafures  with  the'  governor,  Berkatoola,  to  favour  their  junffion,  by 
making  a  general  Tally,  on  a  certain  quarter  of  the  enemy’s  camp, 
.which  the  Sepoys  promifed  to  attack  at  the  fame  time  in  the  rear. 
This  plan  was  executed  with  To  much, vigour,  that  notwithftanding 
the  enemy  took  the  alarm  time  enough  to  bring  the  greateft  part  of 
their  troops  into  aftion,  they  were  entirely  defeated  :  the  general  of 
the  Velore  troops  being  killed  on  the  fpot,  and  Huflan-ally,  the  com¬ 
mander  of  the  French  Sepoys,  taken  prifoner  mortally  wounded. 
This  lots  of  their  commanders  ftruck  the  army  with  fo  much  con- 
fternution,  that  they  immediately  'railed  the  fiege. 

Jn  the  fame  month  the  presidency  were  mucji  alarmed  by  the  at¬ 
tempts- of  Mahomed  C-omaul,  the  mod  confiderable  of  the  adven¬ 
turers,  who  in  tliefe  times  of  confufion  fet  up  the  ftandard  of  inde- 
nen.ciencv.  I  his  man  commanded  a  body  of  horfe  at  the  fiege  of 
Aroot ;  and  after  the  arm)'  of  Raja-faheb  was  difperfed  by  the  battle 
of  Covrepauk,  kept  together  his  own  troops,  and  immediately  levied 
contributions  not  only  fufficient  to  attach  them  to  his  iervice,  but 
ailo  to  engage  others. to  inlift  under  his  banner:  however,  alarmed 
by  the  fate  of  Chunda-faheb  at  Seringham,  he  judicioufly  determined 
to  remove. out  of  the  reach  of  danger  into  the  country  of  Neloor,  the 
north-eaft  part  of  the  Nabob’s  dominions,  not  doubting  that  its  dis¬ 
tance  both  from  Arcot  and  Madrafs  would  enable  him  to  eftablifli  him- 
felf  inthofe  diftrifts  :  he  fucceeded  even  beyond  his  expedition,  for 
he  found  means  to  furprize  the  capital  of  Neloor  itlclf,  from  whence 
he  obliged  Nazeabulia,  the  governor,  to  flee  to  Arcot.  The  Englifh 
and  the  Nabob  had  fo  many  enemies  to  fight,  and  fo  few  troops  to 
fend  into  the  field,  that  they  could  lpare  none  to  chock  the  enter- 
prizes  of  Mahomed  Comaul,  who  having  enjoyed  the  fruits  of  his 
fuccefles  without  interruption  for  a  year,  extended  his  views,  and 
prepared  to  attack  the  pagoda  ofTripctti.  This  temple,  one  of  the 
moft  famous  in  the  Decan,  is  fituated  on  the  top  of  a  mountain,  about 
/iftv  miles  north-eaft  of  Arcot.  The  feaft  of  the  god  to  whom  it  is 
dedicated  is  annually  celebrated  in  the  month  of  September,  ami  the 
offerings  made  by  the  eontourfc  of  pilgrims  who  arrive  from  all 
parts  to  aflift  at  it,  amount  to  In  great  a  him,  that  the  Bramius,  be- 
fide  what  they  refen e  to  thcmlelvcs,  pay  the  government  an  annual 
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1 7 53--  revenue  of  60,000  pagodas,  or  24,000 pounds  fterling.  This  revenue 
l~'"’  the  Nai>ob  aligned  over  to  the  Englifh  as  a.  reimbursement  ill  part 
of  the  great  expellees  they  had  incurred  in  the  war ;  and  as  neither 
the  bramins  nor  the  pilgrims  are  foJJicitous  to  whom  this  money  is 
paid,  provided  the  feaft  goes  on  without  interruption,  it  was  the  in¬ 
tention  of  Mahomed  Comaul  to  get  po/Teftlon  of  the  pagoda  before 
the  feaft  began.  The  prefidency  of  Madrafs,  alarmed  for  the  fafety  of 
a  place  in  which  the  company  was  fo  much  interefted,  fenta  detach¬ 
ment  of  forty  Europeans,  two  companies  of  Sepoys,  and  three  pieces 
of  cannon,  with  orders  to  march  and  defend  the  pagoda  :  the)-  were 
to  be  joined  on  the  road  by  Nazeabulla,  the  Nabob’s  brother,  at  the 
head  of  a  large  body  of  troops,  but  thefe  not  coming  up  in  time,  the 
detachment  proceeded  without  them.  When  arrived  near  Tripetti 
they  were  unexpedledly  furrounded  by  the  whole  of  Mahomed  Co-' 
maul’s  force,  5000  men,  horfe  and  foot ;  the  detachment  had  juft 
time  to  take  fhelter  in  a  neighbouring  village,  where  the  enemy  im¬ 
mediately  attacked  them,  and  although  conftantly  repuifed,  they  did 
not  defift  from  their  attempts  before  the  night  let  in;  when  the  de¬ 
tachment  having  loft  feveral  of  their  Europeans,  and  expended  all 
their  ammunition,  retreated ;  the  next  day  they  were  joined  by  Nazea¬ 
bulla  Cawn’s  army,  with  whom  the  day  afterwards  they  proceeded 
again  towards  Tripetti.  Mahomed  Comaul  met  them  on  the  plain, 
anc!  the  aflion  began  by  a  cannonade,  which-  having  created  iome 
confufion  amongft  the  enemy,  enfign  Holt,  who  commanded  the 
Englifh  detachment,  marched  up  with  his  Europeans  and  Sepoys  to 
Improve  the  advantage  ;  but  before  they  came  near  enough  to  give 
their  fire,  a  fhot  from  a  wall-piece  killed  enfign  Holt.  However  the 
men,  not  difconcerted  by  this  accident,  pulhed  on  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  their  next  officer,  enfign  Ogil'oy,  and  attacked  the  enemy 
with  great  vivacity,  who  were  already  wavering,  when  a  lucky  fhot 
from  one  of  the  field  pieces  killed  the  elephant  of  Mahomed  Comaul. 
His  army  teeing  the  ftandard  of  their  general  fall  to  the  ground,  as 
ufual  took  flight,  and  with  fo  much  precipitation,  that  before  he  had 
time  to  mount  a  horfe,  they  left  him  at  the  mercy  of  his  enemies.  He 
was  taken  prifoner  and  carried  to  Nazeabulla  Cawn,  by  whole  order 
he  was  iuftantly  beheaded.  His  death  removed  the  moft  dangerous 
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.  difhirber  of  the  Nabob’s  government  in  this  part  of  the  country,  for  1753. 
,he  was  a  very  brave  and  adtive  man :  there  were  feveral  other  chiefs 
of  left  confequence,  who  were  conftantly  making  inroads  into  the 
diftridfs  of  Ponomalee,  Chinglapett,  and  Arcot,  and  gave  frequent 

I  employment  to  the  garrifons  of  thefe  places ;  but  they  always  re¬ 
treated  as  foon  as  they  heard  that  a  detachment  of  Europeans  was 
marching  againft  them. 

The  enemy  at  Seritigham  feemed  fo  little  inclinable  to  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  abfence  of  the  Englifh  troops  cantoned  at  Coiladdy, 
that  they  did  not  even  fend  parties  on  the  plain  to  prevent  the  coun¬ 
try  people  from  going  daily  with  provifions  to  the  market  in  Trit- 
chinopoly  where  the  garrifon  were  as  well  fupplied  and  lived  in  as 

j!  much  tranquillity  as  if  both  fides  had  agreed  in  form  to  a  ceffation  of  . 
hoftilities :  the  enemy,  however,  convinced  that  the  Englifh  would 
never  have  attempted  to  attack  their  camp  at  the  fugar-loaf  rock  if- 
they  had  not  been  joined  by  the  cavalry  of  Tanjore,  determined  to 
leave  no  means  untried  to  deprive,  them  of  this  refource  in  future. 
Accordingly  the  regent  gave  Succo-gee,  the  king’s  minifter  and  fa¬ 
vourite,  a  fum  of  money-more  confiderable  than  the  firfk  bribe,  and 
Mr.  Dupleix  fent  a  letter  penned  in  the  Malabar  language  by  his 
wife,  in  which  he  threatened  the  king,  that  if  he  dared  to  give  the 
Nabob  and  the  Englifh  any  more  affi  fiance,  the  Morattoes  fhould  lay 
wafte  his  country  with  fire  and  fword,  and  that  if  this  fhould  not  be  fuf- 
ficient  to  terrify  him  into  a  neutrality,  he  would  bring  down  the  Sou- 
bah  Salabad-jing,  with  his  whole  army,  from  Golconda.  The  effedi  of 
thefe  pradtices,  both  on  the  king  and  his  minifter,  was  foon  vifible;  for 
Succo-gee  taking  advantage  of  the  timorous  and  fufpicious  charadler 
of  his  mafter,  prevailed  on  him  to  remove  the  general  Monac-gee 
from  the  command  of  the  army,  by  reprefenting  him  as  a  man  in  Inch 
dole  connexion  with  the  Englifh,  that  he  might  probably,  from  a  re¬ 
liance  on  their  friendfhip,  be  induced  to  form  projedfs  dangerous  even 
to  the  king  himfelf;  who,  alarmed  at  the  fame  time  by  the  menaces' 
of  Dupleix,  determined  to  preferve  his  country  by  breaking  the  pro- 
mife  he  had  made  to  the  Nabob  and  major  Lawrence,  to  fend  his 
troops  to  Coiladdy  ns  foon  as  the  rains  were  over.  Having  brought 
him  thus  far,  the  next  ftep  was  to  make  hip  join  the  enemy  ;  this 
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175  9.  likewifc  Succo-gee  undertook  to  effect,  and  the  king  it  is  faid  was 
on  the  point  of  figning  the  treaty,  when  a  fudden  and  unexpefted 
event  flopped  his  hand. 

In  the  beginning  of  November  the  French  at  Seringham  received 
a  reinforcement  of  300  Europeans,  200  Tbpaffes,  and  1000  Sepovs, 
with  fome  cannon ;  but  inftead  of  giving  any  figns  that  they  had  reco¬ 
vered  their  fp'irits  by  this  increafe  of  their  ftrengtb,  they  determined  to 
remain  quiet  until  major  Lawrence  fhould  be  ready  to  quit  Coiladdy, 
in  hopes  that  the  garrifon  of  Tritchinopoly  would  be  lulled  into  fecu- 
rity  by  feeing  them  remain  ina&ive  fo  long  after  the  arrival  of  their 
reinforcement,  and  entertain  no  fufpicion  of  the  defign  they  were  me¬ 
ditating,  when  the  time  fhould  come  for  carrying  it  into  execution. 

This  defign  was  nothing  lefs  than  to  {form  the  city  of  Tritchino¬ 
poly  in  the  night  by  furprize.  •  The  part  which  the  French  cbofe  to 
make:  the  affault  upon  was  Dalton’s  battery,  on  the  weft  fide,  near 
the  north-weft  angle  of  the  town,  the  fame  indicated  by  the  letter 
which  captain  Dalton  had  prevailed  on  the  fpy  De  Cattans  to  write 
to  the  French  commander  Mr.  Breuier;  it  had  formerly  been  apart 
of  one  of  the  four  gateways  to  this  city.  The  entrance  into  an  Indian 
fortification  is  through  a  large  and  complicated  pile  of  building,  pro¬ 
jecting  in  tire  form  of  a  paralelogram  from  the  main  rampart ;  and 
if  the  city  has  two  walls,  it  projects  beyond  them  both:  this  building 
confifts  of  feveral  continued  terraffes  which  are  of  the  fame  height 
,  as  the  main  rampart  and  communicate  with  it :  the  inward  walls  of 
'thefe  terraffes  form  the  tides  of  an  intricate  paffage,  about  twenty  feet 
broad,  which  leads  hy  various  ihort  turnings  at  right  angles  through 
the' whole  pile,  to  the  principal" gate  that  ftands  in  the  main  rampart: 
for  fome  fpace  on  each  hand  of  Dalton’s  battery,  the  interval  between 
the  outward  and  inward  wall  of  the  city  was  much  broader  than 
any  where  elfe.  Captain  Dalton,  when  intrufted  with  the  command 
of  the  garrifon,  had  converted  that  part  of  the  gateway  which  pro¬ 
jected  beyond  the  outward  wall  into  a  folk!  battery,  with  embrafures ; 
leaving  the  part  between  the  two  walls  as  it  flood  with  its  windings 
and  terraffes :  an  interval  was  likswife  left  between  the  backfide  of  the 
battery, a nd  the  terrafs  neareft  to  it, which  lay  parallel  to  each  other;  lb 
that  an  enemy  who  had  gained  the  battery  could  not  get  to  the  ter- 
’  .  rafs 
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rals  without  defcending  into  the  interjacent  area,  and  then  mount- 
■  ing  the  wall  of  the  terrafs  with  fcaling  ladders  :  the  battery,  how¬ 
ever,  communicated  with  the  rampart  of  the  outward  wall  of  the 
city,  but  being,  as  that  was,  only  eighteen  feet  high,  it  was  com¬ 
manded  bv  the  terraftes  behind  it,  as  well  as  by  the  rampart  of  the 
inner  wall,  both  of  which  were  thirty  feet  high.  Upon  one  of  the 
inward  cavaliers,  fouth  of  the  gateway,  were  planted  two  pieces  of 
camion,  to  plunge  into  the  battery,  and  fcour  the  interval  between 
the  two  walls,  as  far  as  the  terralfes  of  the  gateway ;  and  two  other 
pieces  mounted  in  the  north-weft  angle  of  the  inward  rampart,  com¬ 
manded  in  like  manner  both  the  battery'  ancj  the'  interval  to  the 
north  of  the  tcrraiTes.  The  French  were,  by  De  Cattail’s  letter,  and 
by  deierters,  apprized  of  all  thefe  particulars,  and  notwithstanding 
tire  many  difficulties  they  would  have  to  furmount  in  attempting  to 
force  their  way  into  the  town  through  this  part  of  the  fortifications, 
they  preferred  it  to  any  other,  becaufe  it  was  more  acceffible  from 
without:  for  a  rock  level  with  the  water  almoft  choaked  up  the 
ditch  in  front  of  the  battery. 

On  the  27th  of  November,  at  night,  the  greateft  part  of  the  ene- 
niv’s  army  crofted  the  river :  the  Mvforeans  and  Morattoes  were 
diftributed  in  different  parties  round  the  city,  with  orders  to  approach 
to  the  counterfcarp  of  the  ditch,  and  divert  the  attention  of  the  gar- 
rifon  during  the  principal  and  real  attack,  which  was  referred  for 
the  French  troops.  Of  this  body  600  Europeans  were  appointed  to 
eficakide,  whilft  Mr.  Maiffin,  the  commander,  with  the  reft  of  the 
battalion,  200  men,  and  a  large  body  of  Sepoys,  waited  at  th‘e  edge 
of  the  ditch,  readv  to  follow  the  firft  party  as  loon  as  they  Ihould 
get  into  the  town.  At  three  in  the  morning  the  firft  party  crofted 
the  rock  in  the  ditch,  and  planting  their  fcaling  ladders,  all  of  them 
mounted  the  battery  without  raffing  the  leaft  alarm  in  the  p-arriion  : 
tor  although  the  guard  appointed  for  the  battery  confided  of  fifty 
S.(-ix)’,?,  with  their  officers,  and  l’ome  European  gunners,  who  were 
?;!  nrcient  and  alert  when  the  rounds  paffl'd  at  midnight,  mod  of 
th  ir  w  now  abient,  and  tluv  who  remained  on  thebattery  were 
fa(>  aflecn  ;  thefe  the  French  killed  with  their  bayonets,  int ending 
T  t  cot  - 
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Dot  to  fire  until  they  were  fired  upon:  but  this  resolution  was  imme¬ 
diately  after  fruftrated  by  an  unforefeen  accident ;  for  Some  of  than' at¬ 
tempting  to  get  to  a  flight  counterwall  which  lines  the  baekfide  of 
the  battery,  fell  into  a  deep  pit,  which  had  been  left  in  the  body  of 
the  battery  itfelf,  contiguous  to  that  wall :  none  but  the  moft  tried 
Soldiers  can  refrain  from  firing  upon  any  unexpefled  alarm  in  the 
night,  and  upon  the  Screaming  of  thofe  who  were  tumbling  into  the 
hole,  feveral  mulkets  were  discharged.  The  French  now  concluding 
that  they  were  diicovered,  imagined  they  might  intimidate  the  gar- 
rifon  by  fhewing  how  far  they  were  already  fuccefsful,  and  turning 
two  of  the  twelve  pounders  -upon  the  battery  againft  the  town,  dis¬ 
charged  them  together  with  a  volley  of  fmall  arms,  their  drums  beat¬ 
ing,  and  their  foldiers  fhoutiug  their  ufual  military  cry,  “  vive  le  roy." 
Fortunately  the  main  guard,  the  barracks  of  the  garrifon,'and  the 
quarters  of  the  officers  were  in  the  north  part  of  the  town,  not  more 
than  400  yards  from  the  battery.  Captain  Kilpatrick,  who  com¬ 
manded,  remained  Co  ill  of  the  wounds  he  had  received  in  the  laft 
engagement,  that  he  was  unable  to  remove  from  his  bed;  lieutenant 
Harrifon,  the  next  in  command,  came  to  him  upon  the  alarm  to  re¬ 
ceive  his  orders,  which  he  gave  with  the  ufual  calmnefs  that  diftin- 
guifhed  his  chara&er  on  all  occafions,  direfling  lieutenant  Harrifon 
to  march  inftantly  with  the  picquet/referve,  and  the  Sepoys  who 
were  not  already  ported,  to  the  place  where  the  attack  was  made, 
and  to  order  the  reft  of  the  garrifon  to  repair  to  their  refpefiive  alarm 
ports,  with  injunflions  not  to  ftir  from  them  upon  pain  of  death.  The 
e’-emy  having  drawn  up  their  Scaling  ladders  into  the  battery,  Sent 
two  parties  down  from  it  into  the  interval  between  the  two  walls : 
one  of  thefe  parties  carrying  two  petards,  and  condufted  by  a  defer- 
ter,  entered  the  paffage  which  led  through  the  terrafles,  intending  to 
get  into  the  town  by  blowing  open  the  gate  which  Stands  in  the  in¬ 
ward  rampart:  the  other  party  carried  the  ladders,  and  were  appointed 
to  efcalade;  whilft  the  main  body  remained  upon  the  battery,  keep¬ 
ing  up  a  conftant  fire  upon  the  terraffes,  and  upon  the.  in  ward  ram¬ 
part.  But  by  this  time  the  alarm  was  taken,  and  the  cannon  from 
each  hand  began  to  fire  fmartly  into  the  interval  between  the  two 
walls,  and  upon  the  battery.  Lieutenant  Harrifon,  with  the-  main 
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guard,  was  likewife  arrived  upon  the  rampart,  from  whence  the 
greateft  part  of  them  paffed  to  the  terraffes.  The  mulketry  of  the  af- 
failants  and  defenders  were  now  employed  with  great  vivacity  againft 
each  other,  but  with  fome  uncertainty,  having  no  other  light  to  direct 
their  aim  except  the  frequent  flafties  of  fire:  notwithftanding  the  hurry 
and  confufion,  lieutenant  Harrifon  had  the  prefence  of  mind  to  flat  ion. 
a  platoon  upon  the  rampart,  diredtly  above  the  gate,  ordering  them  to 
keep  a  couftant  fire  upon  the  paffage  immediately  below,  whether 
they  faw  any  thing  or  not :  nothing  could  be  more  fenfible  or  fortu¬ 
nate  than  his  precaution ;  for  the  platoon  killed,  without  feeing  them, ' 
the  man  who  was  to  apply  the  firft  petard,  as-  well  as  •  the  deferter 
who  conducted  him, and  both  of  them  fell  within  ten  yards  of  the  gate. 
Thofa  appointed  to  efcalade,  fixed  their  ladders  on  the  fouth  fide  of 
the  terraffes,  and  a  drummer,  followed  by  an  officer,  had  already 
mounted  to  the  top,  when  a  party  .of  Sepoys  came  to  this  ftation,  who 
killed  the  drummer,  wounded  and  feized  the  officer,  and  then  over¬ 
turning  the  fcaling  ladders  overfet  the  men  who  were  upon  them :  the 
ladders  broke  with  the  fall,  and  the  affailants  called  for  more;  but  were 
difappointed ;  for  the  reft  which  had  been  brought  were  Mattered  and 
rendered  ufelefs  by  the  grape-fhot  fired  from  the  two  pieces  of  cannon 
planted  upon  the  cavalier:  it  was  foon  after  found  that  the  man  who 
was  to  manage  the  fecond  petard  was  killed.  Thus  defeated  in  all 
their  expeftations  they  determined  to  retreat,  and  went  up  to  the  bat¬ 
tery  again,  where  the  whole  nowrefolved  to  make  their  efcape;  but 
this  for  the  want  of  their  ladders  was  no  longer  prafticable,  except  by 
leaping  down  eighteen  feet  perpendicular,  either  upon  the  rock  or 
into  the  water.  Defperate  as  this  attempt  appeared  near  one  hundred 
made  the  experiment ;  but  what  they  fuffered  deterred  the  reft  from 
following  their  example,  who,  in  defpair,  turned,  and.  recommenced 
their  fire  from  the  battery  upon  the  defenders.  Lieutenant  Harrifon, 
with  the  greateft  part  of  his'  Europeans,  were  affembled  upon  the  te.r- 
rafs  neareft  the  battery,  and  the  two  bodies,  feparated  only  by  an  in¬ 
terval  of  twenty  feet,  kept  up  a  fmart  fire  upon  each  other  as  faft  as 
they  could  load:  but  the  defenders  had  the  advantage  of  living  under 
the  cover  of  parapets  from  a  lituation  twelve  feet  higher  than  the 
enemy  upon  the  battery,  who  were  totally  expoled  from  bead  to  foot, 
T  t  2  and 
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i  "57-  311(1  were  likewifc  taken  on  each  flank  by  two  pieces  of  cannqn,  as 

well  as  by  the  fire  of  feme  parties  of  Sepoys  ported  on  the  main  ram¬ 
part  on  each  hand  of  the  gateway.  Thus  galled,  unable  to  retreat, 
and  finding  that  refiftance  ferved  only  to  expofe  them  more,  they  de- 
fifted  from  firing,  and  every  man  endeavoured  to  flicker  himfelf  as  he 
could ;  fome  in  the  embraiures  of  the  battery,  others  behind  a  cavalier 
contiguous  to  it, and  the  reft  in  the  interval  between  the  two  walls; 
the  garrifon,  neverthelefs,  trailing  to  no  appearances  of  fecurity,  con¬ 
tinued  to  fire  upon  all  fuch  places  in  which  they  fiifpefited  them  to  be 
concealed.  At  length  the  day,  long  wilhed  for  by  both  fides,  appeared; 
when  the  French,  flinging  down  their  arms,  alked  for  quarter,  which 
was  immediately  granted.  .The  officers  from  the  rampart  ordered  them 
to  alienable  in  the  interval  between  the  two  wails,  from  whence  they 
were  conduced,  in  fmall  bodies  at  a  time,  by  a  party  of  Europeans 
into  the  city,  through  the  gateway  they  had  aflaulted.  Three  hundred 
and  fixty  Europeans  were  thus  made  prifoners,  of  which  number 
fixty-feveu  were  wounded ;  thirty-leven  were  found  killed  upon  the 
battery  and  in  the  reft  of  the  works :  thole  who  efcaped  by  leaping 
down  were  taken  up  by  their  own  troops  waiting  on  the  outfide  of 
the  ditch  ;  but  the  French  themfelves  confefied,  that  of  the  whole 
number,  which  was  near  one  hundred,  every  man  was  much  di fa¬ 
bled;  and  fome  few  were  killed.  Thus  ended  this  aflault,  which  after 
expofing  the  city  of  Tritchinopoly  to  the  greateft  rifque  it  had  run 
during  the  war,  ended  by  impairing  the  French  force  more  than  any 
other  event  fince  the  capture  -of  Seringham,  neverthelels  we  do  not 
find  that  lieutenant  Harrifon  received  any  recompence  for  his  gallant 
and  fennble  condudt  in  this  hazardous  and  important  fervice:  he  died 
fome  time  after,  without  being  promoted  from  the  rank  in  which  he 
ferved  when  he  faved  the  city.  7 

The  firing  was  heard  by  the  outguards  at  Coiladdy,  where  the  next 
evening  a  meflenger  arrived  from  the  city,  upon  which  major  Law¬ 
rence  immediately  detached  a  party  to  reinforce  the  garrifon,  and 
prepared  to  follow  with  the  reft  of  the  army,  but  heavy  rains  pre¬ 
vented  him  from  arriving  before  the  3d  of  December.  In  the  mean 
time  the  enemy  on  the  third  night  after  the  aflault  crofled  the  river 
again,  with  all  the  My  fore  cavalry,  eight  thoufand  men,  demounted. 
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who  ha<J  protnifed  the  regent  to  make  a  more  fucceftful  attack  upon  1 753. 
the  city ;  but  finding  the  garrifon  alert  they  retreated  without  at- 
tempting  any  thing. 

The  king  of  Tanjore,  who,  notwithftanding  the  alliance  he  was 
entering  into  with  the  French,  knew  nothing  of  their  intentions  to 
florin  Tritchinopoly,  was  not  a  little  aflonifhed  at  the  news,  and  the  ' 
loft  which  they  luilained  in  the  attempt  made  him  repent  that  he  had 
fiiewn  fo  much  inclination  to  abandon  the  Nabob  and  the  Englifh  : 
the  French  finding  that  their  misfortune .  produced  a  change  in  the 
intentions  which  tire  king  had  began  to  entertain  in  their  favour,  de- 

Itermined  to  wafle  no  more  time  in  negociating  with  him,  but  pre¬ 
pared  to  fend  a  party  of  Ivlbrattoes  to  ravage  his  country.  The  king 
having  intelligence  of  their  defign  fent  a  body  of  troops  under  the 
command  of  his  uncle  Gauderow  to  Tricatopoly,  a  fort  eighteen  miles 
eaft  of  Tritchinopoly,  where  they  were  ordered  to  remain  and  puuifh 
||  the  Morattoes :  for  this  phrafe,  in  the  vain  language  of  the  princes 
of  Indoflan,  is  lynonimous.to  fighting,  and  is  not  feldom  made  ufe  of 
even  by  thofe  who  lofe  the  battle.  The  king  making  a  merit  of  this 
refolution  to  the  Nabob,  pretended  that  Gauderow  only-waited  on  the 
'  frontiers  until  the  whole  army  was  affcmbled,  which  would  then  im¬ 
mediate!}'  march  to  Tritchinopoly.  Major  Lawrence,  willing  to  put 
the  fincerity  of  this  profeffion  to  the  tefl,  wrote  to  the  king  that  his 
troops  would  be  of  little  fervice  whilft  they  were  commanded  by  ib 
unexperienced  an  officer  as  Gauderow,  and  defired  that  Monac-gce 
might  be  reinflated  in  the  command,  of  which  he  was  the  only  mjui 
in  the  kingdom  capable.  .This  commendation  ferved  to  confirm  thofe 
fufpicions  of  the  general  which  had  been  raifed  in  the  king’s  mind  by 
the  artifices  of  his  minifler  ;  and  major  Lawrence  being  informed  of 
the  alarm  which  the  king  had  taken  from  his  remonftrances  in  Mo- 
nac-gee’s  favour,  refoived  to  make  no  farther  mention  of  his  name, 
left  the  conlbquences  ihould  be  fatal  t<!  him  :  but  requeflcd  that  the 
Tanjorine  troops  might  join  him  without  delay,  even  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Gauderow.  None  however  came ;  for  the  Morattoes  hav¬ 
ing  fent  a  fmall  party  ro  cnuile  Gauderow,  their  main  body  of  1200 
men  penetrated  into  the  kingdom  at  the  end  of  December  by  another 
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1  753-  road,  and  as  they  had  threatened  began  to  lay  the  country  wafie  with 
'~V^J  fire  and  fword. 

This  was  the  fird:  motion  which  any  of  the  enemy’s  parties  had 
made  fince  the  affault  of  Tritchinopoly :  in  the  mean  time  feveral 
convoys  were  efcorted  from  Tricatopoly  to  the  English  camp. 

In  the  Carnatic  the  diftridts  which  acknowledged  the  Nabob  had 
received  no  moleftation  from  his  enemies  fince  the  defeat  of  Maho¬ 
med  Comaul  at  Tripetti,  which  happened  in  the  month  of  September. 
The  troops  which  Mr.  Dupleix  was  able  to  fend  into  the  field  from 
Pondicherry  had  lately  been  employed  in  befieging  Palam  Cotah,  the 
fame  fort  which  they  had  refufed  to  reduce  for  Morari-row.  This 
place,  with  the  circumjacent  territory,  is  the  only  part  in  the  Car¬ 
natic  which  does  not  depend  on  the  Nabob  of  Arcot ;  it  belongs  to 
the  Nabob  of  Cudapah.  Examples  of  fuch  fequeftrations  occur  in 
every  province  of  the  Mogul  empire,  which  among!!  the  reft  of  its 
feudal  iuftitutions  allots  to  every  Nabob  a  certain  revenue  arifing 
from  the  prod u 6!  of  lands,  for  his  private  expences :  but  as  the  bafis 
of  the  Mogul  government  confifts  in  regulations  which  deprive  all 
its  officers  of  any  pretenfions  to  real  eftates,  and  in  obliging  them  to 
acknowledge  that  they  hold  nothing  by  any  other  title  than  the  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  fovereign  ;  the  lands  thus  allotted  to  a  Nabob  are  rarely 
fituated  in  the  province  governed  by  himfelf,  but  are  generally  chofeti 
in  the  moft  diftant  part  of  one  of  the.  neighbouring  provinces  ;  !o 
that  in  this  inftitution  the  Mogul’s  authority  over  all  his  officers  ap¬ 
pears  in  its  utmoft  majefty  ;  fince  the  inhabitants  of  a  province  fee 
the  Nabob  appointed  to  rule  them,  excluded  from  the  right  of  ap¬ 
propriating  to  himfelf  any  part  of  the  territory  over  which  his  jurif- 
diftion,  notwithftanding,  extends.  Hence  likewife  a  perpetual  fource 
of  difputes  is  eftabliffied  between  the  Nabobs  of  neighbouring  pro¬ 
vinces,  who  never  fail  to  give  one  another  reafon  to  complain  of 
violence  committed  in  thefe  fequeftered  lands.  The  Nabob  of  Cu¬ 
dapah  applied  to  the  prefidency  of  Madrafs  to  affift  the  governor  of 
Palam  Cotah,  on  which  they  ordered  a  detachment  of  thirty  Euro¬ 
peans,  and  two  hundred  Sepoys,  to  march  from  Devi  Cotah  and  re¬ 
lieve  the  place.  The  detachment  did  not  take  the  field  before  the 
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enemy  }iad  made  a  practicable  breach  which  they  intended  to  ftorm  1 753. 
the  next  day :  but  lieutenant  Frazer  having  concerted  meafures  with 
the  governor,  contrived  to.  introduce  his  party  that  Very  night,  and 
the  enemy  at  day-break  hearing  Englilh  drums  beating  in  the  place, 
fufpe&ed  what  had  happened,  and  immediately  railed  the  liege. 


End  of  the  Fourth  Book. 
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l7S3 •  T  Y  7HILST  thefe  events  were  palling  in  the  fouthern  parts  of 
V  V  the  Decan,  others  of  great  confequence  to  the  interefts  of  the 
French  nation,  happened  at  Golcondah,  and  in  the  northern  pro¬ 
vinces  of  the  Soubahlhip. 

Notwithstanding  the  death  of  Gbazi-o-din  Khan,  which  happened 
in  October,  1752,  the  Morattoe  generals,  Balagerow  and  Ragogee 
Bonfola,  continued  the  war  againft  Sallabadjing  and  Mr.  Bufly,  who, 
as  in  the  preceding  year,  marched  weftward  towards  the  country  of 
Balagerow ;  he,  as  before,  began  to  burn  his  own  villages,  and  the 
'Morattoe  cavalry  in  feveral  Ikirmilhes,  were  repulfed  with  Daughter 
by  the  French  troops  and  artillery.  Thefe  Ioffes  foon  induced  Bala  • 
gerow  to  make  propofals  of  peace,  which  was  concluded  about  the 
middle  of  November  at  Calberga,  a  confiderable  town  and  fortrels 
about  50  miles  weft  of  Beder  ;  Sallabadjing  giving  up  to  Balagerow 
feveral  diftri&s  near  Brampoor,  in  exchange  for  others  in  the  neigh  - 
bourhood  of  Aurengabad,  which  had  been  given  to  him  by  Ghazi-o- 
din  Khan.  As  foon  as  this  peace  was  ratified,  Balagerow  returned 
with  his  part  ofthe  army  to  Poni,  and  Ragogee  Bonfola  with  his 
towards  Nagpore,  the  capital  of  his  eftates,  about  350  miles  north 
eaft  of  Aurengabad,  in  the  middle 'of  the  province-  of  Berar. 

Mr.  Buffy  having  brought  the  Soubah’s  affairs  to  this  ftate  of  ap¬ 
parent  tranquillity,  alked  and  obtained  the  province  of  Condavir,  ad¬ 
joining  to  the  territory  of  Mafulipatnam,  of  which  the  French  com¬ 
pany  were  already  in  poffeflion  ;  hut  Condavir  was  far  lei's  than  the 
extent  of  his  views,  and  he  was  meditating  much  greater  requefh  : 
when  they  were  interrupted  by  a  renewal  of  hoftilities  with  Ragogee 
"Bonfola,  who  refenting  that  Sallabadjmg  had  not  contented  to  feveral 
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demands,  which  he  preferred  when  Balagerowwas  treating,  loitered 
on  the  way  until  the  other  Morattoe,  whom  he  feared,  was  returned 
to  his  capital  ;  and  then,  about  three  weeks  after  the  reparation,  ap¬ 
peared  again  before  Calberga,  where  the  army  of  Sallabadjing  Hill 
remained, 

H;s  cavalry,  as  v.fual,  ruined  the  .country,  intercepted  convoys, 
and  attacked  Inch  parties  as  they  could  furprize  with  luperior  num¬ 
bers  :  but  avoided,  as  .much  as  poffible,  any  encounter  with  the 
French  troops :  which  however  they  could  not  always  efcape  ;  but 
were  expofed  feveral  times  to  the  French  artillery,  by  which  they 
fufl'ered  confiderably.  He  neverthelefs  continued  his  depredations, 
and  Mr,  Bully  wifhing,  for  the  fake  .of  his  own  views,  to  relieve  Sal¬ 
labadjing  from  all  military  operations,  advifed  him  to  give  Ragogee 
feveral  diftrifts  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Berar,  who  oii  this  ceftion 
retreated  to  his  own  country,  about  three  weeks  after  he  had  recom¬ 
menced  boftilities.  But  thefe  pacifications  produced  an  effect  con¬ 
trary  to  that  which  Mr,  Bully  had  expefted  from  them ;  for  the 
ceflions  made  to  the  Morattoes,  had  -deprived  many  of  Sallabadjing’s 
officers  of  their  penfions  and  employments,  and  confequently  encreafed 
their  averlion  to  the  influence  which  Mr,  Buffy  maintained  in  his 
councils.  Shanavaze  Khan,  the  firft  promoter  of  this  difeontent,  no 
longer  appeared  at  the  head  of  the  faftion.;  but  another  more  dan¬ 
gerous  opponent  encouraged  the  difaffeifted,  and  thwarted  Mr.  Bully  : 
this  was  Seid  Lalkar  Khan,  the  Duan,  who  under  Nizam-al-muluck 
had  held  the  poll  of  captain-general  of  the  Soubah’s  army,  in  which 
character  he  likewife  accompanied  Nazirjing  into  the  Carnatic.  From 
the  opinion  entertained  of  his  abilities,  both  as  a  ftatefinan  and  a  fol- 
dier,  it  was  believed  that  Nazarjing  would  have  efcaped  his  fate, 
if  he  had  not  deprived  himfelf  of  the  counfels  of  this  officer,  bv 
fending  him  to  fupprefs  fome  commotions  at  Aurengabad,  foon 
after  the  army  retired  from  Pondicherry  ta  Arcot;  he  was  at  .Au¬ 
rengabad  when  Sallabadjing  and  Mr.  Buffy  arrived  there,  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year;  and  although  he  deteffed,  more  than  any  one,  the 
favours  which  the  Soubah  conferred  upon  his  European  allies,  he 
diffembled  his  fentimeuts  fo. well,  that  Air.  Buffy  believing  him  his 
U  u  friend, 
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1 753,  friend,  bad  perfuaded  Sallabadjing  to  appoint  him  Duan,  or  Vizier  ; 

'  but  as  foon  as  Seid  Lalkar  Khan  found  himfelf  well-eftabliihed  ity 

this  port,  he  threw  off  the  mafk,  and  on  all  oecafions  contradifred 
the  inclinations  of  his  prince,  whenever  he  thought  they  were  dic¬ 
tated  by  the  influences  of  Mr.  Bulky ;  and  now  more  than  ever,  when 
he  faw  the  extent  of  his  demands  for  the  French  nation.  It-  hap¬ 
pened  that  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1 7 53,  a  few  days  after  the 
-  peace  with  Ragogee,  Mr.  Buffy  fell  dangeroufly  ill  at  Calberga,  and 
although  his  conftitution  furmounted  the  firft  attacks  of  his  diftemper,. 
he  remained  much  enfeebled  ;  and  his  phyfician  being  convinced,  that 
his  recovery  depended  on  a  total  relief  from  thofe  continual  and  anxious, 
occupations,  to  which  Mr.  Bulky  .could  not  refufe  jfimfelf,  whilft  he 
remained  either  in  the  camp,  or  court  of  Sallabadjing,  he  advifed  him 
immediately-  to  retire,  and  to  fequeller  himfelf  from  all  bufinefs  at 
Mafulipatnam,  until  he  fhould  be  perfectly  recovered..  Accordingly, 
Mr.  Bulky  departed  from  the  camp  in  January,. but  left  all  the  French 
troops  and  Sepoys  with  Sallabadjing,  who  foon  after  his  departure- 
proceeded  without  interruption  to  Hyderabad.  The  officer  who  now 
commanded  the  French  troops,  had  neither  expejience,  nor  capacity 
fufficienr  to  penetrate  and  counteract  the  intrigues  of  a  fadlion  in  a 
Moorilh  court ;.  and-  the  Duan.  refolved,  during  Mr.  Bulky’s  abkence, 
to  break  the  union  between  thefe  too  powerful  auxiliaries  and  his 
fovereign.  This  was  no  eaky  talk  ;  for  Mr.  Bulky  had  perfuaded 
Sallabadjing,  a  prince  deficient  both  in  perfonal  courage  and  kagacity,. 
that  the  French  battalion,  were  not  only  the  principal  kupport  of  his  • 
government  again!!  foreign  enemies  but  alfo  the  beftfecurity  of  his. 
perfon  and  authority  againft  inteftine  plots  and  commotions.  The 
Duan  therefore  found  it  necelkary  to  accuftom  him  by  degrees  to  the 
abfence  of  thefe  favourite  troops:  it  was  equally  necelkary  to  prevent, 
them  from  entertaining  any  kukpicion  of  this  defign,  for  they  were  too  . 
formidable  to  be  removed  abruptly  ;  Mr.  Bulky  having  joined  to  the 
battalion,  of  Europeans,  a  body  of  5000  Sepoys,  paid  by  himfelf  and 
afting  entirely  under  his-  own-  orders.  The  Duan  therefore  negledled 
for  feme  time  to  furnilh  the  pay  of  the  French  army  at  the  ufual  pe¬ 
riods,  pretending  that  feveral  confiderable  dillridts  at  a  diftauce  from 
Hyderabad, 
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Hyderabad,  had  failed  in  the  payment  of  their  revenues  to  the  treafury ; 
and  when  the  French  officers,  as  be  expedted,  complained  loudly  of 
their  own  diflreffcs,  he  told  them  that  he  knew  no  other  method  of 
fatisfying  their  demands,  unlefs  by  fending  them  to  colled  the  revenues 
of  the  Soubah  from  thoie  who  withheld  them  :  this  propofal  they 
very  readily  accepted,  expediting,  Irom  the  cuftom  of  Indoltan,  that' 
they  thould  receive  confiderable  prefents,  befides  the  fums  which  they 
were  charged  to  levy.  Still  it  would  have  been  difficult  to  have  ob¬ 
tained' Sallabadjing’s  confent  for  their,  departure,  had  not  their  own 
milconduct'  convinced  him  that  it  was  neceffary  for  the  peace  of  the 
city ;  where,  fince  Mr.  ButTy’s  departure,  the  'discipline  to  which  he 
had  accuftomed  them  was  fo  much  relaxed,  that  they  daily  committed 
difor.ders,  for  which,  theperfons  aggrieved,  were  continually  demand¬ 
ing  juflice  at  the  gates  of  the  palace. 

As  foon  as  the  Duan  had  thus  removed  and  feparated  the  greatefl 
part  of  the  French  troops,  into  feveral  different  parts  of  the  country, 
he  invented  fome  pretext  to  perfuade  Sallabadjing,  that  it  was  ne- 
ceffary  he  ffiould  return  without  delay  to  Aurengabad  ;  and  even  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  him,  to  permit  no  more  than  a  fmall  detachment  of  their 
Europeans  and  Sepoys  to  accompany  him.  He  then  inftrudted  the 
governor  of  Golcondah,  to  furniffi  no  pay  to  thofe  who  remained  in 
the  city,  and  to  diftrefs  them  by  every  other  means,  excepting  open 
hoftilities;  and  the  fame  orders  were  given  in  the  countries,  to  which, 
the  feveral  detachments  had  been  fent  to  collect  their  arrears.  This 
treatment,  fo  different  from  what  the  French  had  hitherto  received, 
he  thought  would  lead  them,  of  their  own  accord,  to  afk  their  dif- 
tniffion  from  a  fervice,  in  which  they  ffiould  find  that  nothing  more 
was  to  be  got. 

Accordingly,  the  foldiers  and  Sepoys  difappointed  of  their  pay,  be¬ 
gan  to  clamour  and  defert;  but  the  French  officers  flood  firm  to 
their  duty,  and  contributed  their  own  money  to  appeafe  their  troops. 
This  refource,  however,  was  very  inadequate  to  the  neccffity,  and  the 
danger  encreafing  every  day,  they  Wrote  to  Mr.  Buffy,  that  his  im¬ 
mediate  return  to  Hyderabad,  was  the  only  means  left  to  fave  the 
national  affairs  in  the  Decan.  Mr.  Buffy,  not  being  yet  recovered 
Urn  from 
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from  In's  iilnefs,  befitated  ;  but  was  foon  after  determined  by  a  pe¬ 
remptory  letter  from  Mr.  Dupleix,  threatening  to  make  him  refpon- 
fible  for  the  confeoucnccs  of  his  abfence  from  the  important  com-' 
maud  with  which  the  nation  had  intrufted  him  with  fuch  unlimited 
confidence.  He  left  Mafulipatnarn  about  the  end  of  June,  having 
previoufly  fent  orders  to  all  the  detachments  ftationed  abroad,  to  be 
at  Hyderabad,  about  the  time  that'  he  expefled  to  arrive  there  him- 
lelf.  He  arrived  on  the  23d  of  July,  and  found  all  his  troops  affem- 
bled.in  the  city  ;  they  were  500  Europeans  and  4000  Sepoys-  This 
force,  and  his  owmprefemie,  impofed  refjieit  upon  lire  governor,  and 
all  the  other  officerc  of'Sallabadjing’s  adminiftration.  They  imme¬ 
diately  confented  to  furnifh  fome  money  in  part  of  the  arrears,  which 
the  Duan  had  withheld  with  fo  much  artifice,  and  Mr.  Buffy  out  of 
his  own  ftock,  and  by  his  credit  with  the  bankers,  procured  more, 
'which  all  together  was  fufficient  to  appeafe  the  troops  ;  whom,  never- 
thelefs,  in  the  firft  days  after  his  arrival,,  he  had  with  much  difficulty 
been  able  to  reftrain  from  open  tumult  and  violence  in  the  city..  But 
although  the  prefent  diftrefs  was  removed,  yet  no  provifion.was  made 
for  the  future ;  and  from  the  late  praftices,  every  obftacle- was  ftill  to 
be  expedited  from  the  dilpofition  of  the  Duan,  who,  at  this  very  time, , 
refufed  to  furnifh  the  pay,  and  fubfiftance  of  the  fmall  detachment, 
which  had  accompanied  Sallabadjing  to  Auretigabad..  Mr.  Buffy 
faw  the  only  remedy ;  and  determined  to  proceed  with  his  whole' 
force  to  that  city,  as  foon  as  the  rains  ffiould  ceafe,  which,  in  that 
’•>art  of  the  Decan,  continue  from  the  beginning  of  July  to  the  end. 
of  September;  The  march  from  Golcoudah  to  Auretigabad  is  at 
leaf!:  300  miles  :  neverthelefs,  he  found  means  from  his  own  refources 
to  make  the  neceffary  preparations,  and  left  Golcondah  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  Oflober. 

Notwithftanding  the  evil  difpofition  of  Seid  Lafkar  Khan,  and  his 
adherents,  Mr.  Buffy  had  feveral  friends,  who  were  men.  of  import¬ 
ance  in  the  court  of  Auretigabad ;  Sallabadjing  himfelf  was  at  this 
time  very  much  in  debt  to  his  own  army,,  and  moreover,  in.appre- 
henfions  of  another  rupture  with  Ragogee  the  Morattoe ;  fb  that  the 
lioldnefs  of  Mr.  Buffy’s  refolution,  in  marching  uncalled  far  to  Au- 
6  ‘  .  rengabad, 
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-  retigabad,  created  no  little  perplexity  in  the  councils  of  the  Soubah, 
and  more  in  the  mind  of  his  roinifter,  who  even  deliberated  with 
’  himfelf,  whether  he  lliould  not  take  refuge  in  the  impregnable  for- 
trefs  of  Doltabad,  about  eight  miles  from  Aurengabad  ;  he  however 
judged  better,  and  tried  negotiation,  making  many  excufes  and  apo-  • 

;  logics,  proffering  to  furrender  the  feals  of  his  office,  and  requefting 
that  Mr.  Buff)  would  confer  them  upon  feme  other  perfou.  Mr.  ■ 
Buffy  penetrated  the  artifice  of  this  feeming  humility,,  which  was 
practifed  by  the  Duan,  only  becaufe-he  knew  that  Mr.  Buffy  would 
not  rifque  the  obloquy  and  reproach  of, having  moved  him  from  his. 
office,  as  the  preparatory  means  of  obtaining  the  ambitious  demands  • 

;  of  his  own  nation  from  Sallabadjing.  Both  therefore  were  equally 
|  willing  to  treat,  and  ah  able  ,  agent,  in  whom  both  had  equal  con-- 
j!  -  fidence,  foon  adjufted  the  terms  of  reconciliation.  The  ceremonials 
"  of  the  hr  ft  interviews,  both  with  .Seid  Lafkar  Khan  and  Sallabadjing,  ■ 

were  diflated  by  Mr.  Buffy,  and  agreed  to  by  them. 

Everything  being  fettled,  the  French  army  advanced  on  the  '23d 
of  November  from  the  ground  where  they  had  halted  feveral  days, 
waiting  for  the  conclufion  of  the  terms  of.  reconciliation.  About  ■ 
eight  miles  from  Aurengabad,  they  were  met  by  Seid  Lafkar -Khan, - 
accompanied  by  twentyrone  other  lords  of  diftinction,  all  riding  in 
the  fa.me  line  on  their  elephants,  attended  by  their  refpeflive  guards  ' 
and  retinues,  and  furrounded  by  a  great  number  of  fpeftators.  When 
near,  the  elephant  of  Seid  Lafkar  ivhan  bowed  firft;  on  which  all  the 
other  lords- difmouated  likewife,  as  did  Mr.  Buffy,  who  embraced  firft 
Seid  Lafkar  than,  and  then  the  other  lords.  All  then  mounted 
again,  and  proceeded  in  military  order  towards  the  Soubah,  who 
waited  for  them,  accompanied  by  a  great  number  of  troops,  in  a  tent, 
pitched  at  force  diftance  from  this  interview.  •  He  embraced  Mr.  Buffy 
at  the  entrance  of  the  tent,  and  was  laluted  by  the  French  artillery. 
When  feated  within,  'Mr.  Buffy  made  his  offerings,  which  confuted 
of  icvcral  elephants,  feme  horfes,  and  jewels;  all  his  officers  likewife 
prefented  gold  rupees.  After  which  Sallabadjing  arofc  and  came  out 
of  the  tent,  holding  Mr.  Buffv  by  the  hand,  who  affifted  him  to 
mount  his  elephant,  and  then  mounted  liis  own,  as  did  all  the  lords. 

The 
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The  proceffion  was  now  magnificent  and  immenfe,  confifting  of  a 
great  army,  ail  the  nobles,  and  mod  of  the  inhabitants  of  one  of  the 
lirft  cities  in  Indoftan.  The  pomp,  when  arrived  at  the  palace,  was' 
fainted  by  numerous  and  repeated  difeharges  of  cannon.  As  foon  as 
the  court  was  ranged,  Sallabadjing.made  prefents  to  Mr.  Buffy,  of 
the  fame  kind  and  value  as  he  had  juft  before  received  from  him, 
and  then  difmiffed  the  afiembly.  Mr.  Buffy  then  proceeded  to  the 
houfe  of  Seid  Laikar  Khan,  who  confirmed  and  fwore  to  the  execut¬ 
ing  the  terms  which  Mr.  Bully  had  infilled  upon.  They  were,  that 
“  the  provinces  of  Muftaphanagar,  Elore,  Rajamundrum,  and  Chr- 
■“  cacole,  Ihould  be  'given  for  the  fupport  of  the  French  army ;  and 
■“  that  the  patents  fhould  be  delivered  in  three  days  :  that  the  fums 
which  jalrer  ali  Khan,  at  that  time  governor  of  thofc  provinces, 
■“  might  have  collefted  before  Mr.  Buffy  fhould  be  able  to  fettle  the 
■“  adminiftration  of  them,  fhould  be  made  good  from  the  Soubah’s 
trealiiry,  in  cafe  Jaffer  ali  Khan  himfelf  fhould  delay,  or  evade  the 
■“  payment  of  them:  that  the.  French  troops  fhould,  as  before  the 
feparation,  have  the  guard  of  the  Soubah’s  perfon :  that  he  Ihould 
“  not  interfere  in  any  manner  in  the  affairs  of  the  province  of  Ar- 
•“  cot ;  and  that  all  other  affairs  in  general,  fhould  be  conduced 
“  with  the  concurrence  of  Mr.  Buffy.  In  return,  Mr.  Bully  fwore 
■“  to  fupport  and  befriend  Seid  Laikar  Khan  in  his  office  of  Duan.’’ 
The  patents  for  the  four  provinces  were  prepared  without  delay, 
and  delivered  to  Mr.  Buffy,  who  fent  them  immediately  to  Mr.  Mo- 
mcin,  -the  French,  chief  at  Mafulipatnam,  with  inftru&ions  to  take 
poffeffion. 

Thefe  acquifitions  added  to  Mafulipatnam,  and  the  province  of 
Condavir,  made  the  F’rench  mailers  of  the  fea-coafl  of  Coromandel 
and  Orixa,  jn  an  uninterrupted  line  of  600  miles,  from  Medapilly  to 
the  pagoda  of  Jagernaut.  Thefe  countries  are  bounded  by  a  vail  chain 
■of  mountains,  which  run  nearly  in  the  fame  dire&ion  as  the  fea-coaft, 
and  are  in  moll  places  about  eighty  or  ninety  miles  diftant  from  it, 
although  in  fome  few  not  more  than  thirty.  They  are  covered  with 
impenetrable  forefts  of  bamboes,  and  in  their  whole  extent  there  are 
no  more  than  three  or  four  paffes,  which  according  to  Mr.  Buffy’s 
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account,  may  be  defended  by  xoo  men  againft  an  army.  The  pro-  1753*. 
,  vince  of  Condavir  extends  between  the  river  Kriftna  and  Gondegama, 
which  gains  the  fea  at  Medapilly;  the  limits  of  the  other  four  pro¬ 
vinces  are  not  exadly  afcertained  ;  neverthelefs  it  appears  that  Muf- 
taphanagar  joins  to  the  north  of  Condavir  ;  that  Elore  lays  to  the 
northweft  of  Muftaphanagar ;  that  Rajamund-rum  is  bounded  to  the 
fouth  of  thcfe  two  provinces;  and  that  Chicacole,  much. the  largefl: 
of  the  fotfr,  extends  250  miles  from  the  river  Godaveri  to. the  pagoda 
of  Jagernaut.  The  revenues  of  the  four  provinces  were  computed 
at  3,100,000  rupees ;  of  Condavir,  at  680,000,  and  the  dependencies- 
of  Mafulipatnam  were  fo  much  improved  that"  they  produced  this 
year  507,000  ;  in  all  4,287,000  rupees,  equal  to  more  than  535,000 
pounds  fterling :  all  thefe  rents,  excepting  thofe  of'  Mafulipatnam, 
and  its  dependencies,  which  feemed  already  to  have  been  carried  to 
the  height,  might  be  greatly  improved.  So  that  thefe  territories  ren¬ 
dered  the  French  mafters  of  the  greatefl  dominion,  both  in  extent 
and  value,  that  had  ever  been  poflefled  in  Indoftan  by  Europeans, - 
not  excepting  the  Portugueze,  when  at  the  height  of  their  profperity. 

Nor  were  commercial  advantages  wanting  t-o  enhance  the  value  of. 
thefe  acquilitions,  for  the  manufactures  of  cloth  groper  for  the  Euro¬ 
pean  markets  are  made  in  this  part  of  the  Decan,  of  much  better  fa¬ 
bric,-  and.  at  much  cheaper  rates  than  in  the  Carnatic  :  in  Rajah- 
rnundrum»are  large  forefts  of  teak  trees,  and  it  is  the  only  part  of  the 
coaft  of  Coromandel  and  Orixa  that  furnifhes  this-  wood,  which  is 
equal  in  every  relped  to  oak ;  Chicacole  abounds  in  rice  and  other 
grain,  of  which  great  quantities  are  exported  every  year  to  the  Carna¬ 
tic.  Although  it  was  intended  that  the  French  flhould  not  hold  thefe 
countries,  any  longer  than  they  maintained  the  ftipulated  number  of 
troops  in  the  Soubah’s  fervice,  yet  it  is  evident  that  he  could  not  have 
given  them  an  eftabliflament  in’  any  part  of  his  dominions,  from 
which  it  would  be  fo  difficult  to  expel  them,  in  cafe  they  neglected  to 
fulfil  their  obligation  :  for,  defended  on  one  hand  by  tire  chain  of 
mountains,  and  having  on  the  other  all  the  rcGurccs  of  the  fea  open,, 
they  might,  with  a  few  precautions,  defy  the  united  force  of  the  De¬ 
can.  This  the  Duan,  Seid  Lafkar  Khan  knew,  and  dreaded  fo  much, 
that  he  had  offered  Mr.  Buffv  a  much  larger  trad  of  country,  in  the 
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inland  parts  of. the  Soubahftiip,  provided  he  .would  defift  from 
idemanding  thefe  provinces. 

Mr.  Bully  paffed  the  remainder  of  the  year  1753,  at  Aurengabad, 

.  employed  in  regulating  the  difeipline -of  his  troops,  in  providing 
.means  for- their  pay  and  fubfiilance,  and  in  making  preparations  to 
afl  in  concert  with,  the  .army  of  iSailabadjing,  againft,.the  Morattoe 
.Ragogee  Bonfola. 

Upon  the  death  of  Ghqzi-o-din"Khan,  the  emperor,  Hamed  Schah 
conferred  the  office  of  captain-general,  of  the  army  upon  Sche-abed- 
din,  the. fon  of  Ghazi-o-din  Khan,  although  at  that  time  a  youth,  not 
more  than  16  years  of  age-;  but  a  diligent  education,  and  very  un¬ 
common  natural  talents,  with  the  conftant  advice  of  the  preceptor  of 
his  infancy,  enabled  him  to’conduct  himfelf  in  this  great  office,  not 

■  only  without  folly,  or  indeciEon',  -but  with  fo  much  artifice  and  bold- 
nefs,  as  foon  convinced  all  the  omrahs  of. the  court,  that  he  was  much 
.more  to  be  dreaded  than  defpifed;  and. indeed,  he  never  rejefled  any 
crime  which  promoted  the. end  he  intended  to  accOmplifh.  For  fome 
time  his  uncle  Sallabad-jing, -remained  in  apprehenfions  that  he  would 

•  march  into  the  Decan,  to  revenge  his  father’s  death;  but  he  had' at 
that  time  taken  fo  great  a  part,  in  the  ch  drafted  affairs  of  Delhi,  that 
Ire  had  neither  leilure  .or  opportunity  to  interfere  fo  far  from  the 

■  capital.  We  fhall  defer  to  give  any  account  of  thefe  events,  until 
the*  confequences  of  them -come  to  affefl  or  influence  |he  Englilh 
affairs  in  another  part  of  Indoftan. 

The  Englilh  themfelves  could  not  refrain  from  admiring  the 
lagacity  of  Mr.  Dupleix’s  condufl,  which,  by  making  the  war  in 
the  Carnatic  fublervient  to  his  views  on  the  northern  provinces, 
had  by  degrees  led  his  nation  to  the  great  eftablilhments  of  which 
they  were  now  in  poffeffion.  At  the  fame  time  they  had  the  fa- 
.tisfaflion  to  know  that  thefe  fucceffes  of  their  enemies  could  not 
•be  imputed  to  any  defects  in  their  own  conduft ;  for  fo  far  from 
having  a  force  liifficient  to  .make  head  againft  the  French,  in  two 
parts  of  the  country  lo  diftant  from  each  other  as  Golcondah  and 
Tritchiuopoly ;  .their  whole  force  collefted  was  always  much  infe¬ 
rior  to  what  the  French  were  able  to  oppofe  to  them  in  the  fbuthern 
parts  of  the  Decan ;  where  nothing  but  efforts  of  valour,  fcarcely 
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•to  b?  paralleled,  had  carried  them  through  the  two  wars  of  Chunda- 
ftheb  and  the  Myforeans.  It  was  equally  fortunate  for  the  nation, 
•that  chance  fliould  have  placed  during  thefe  arduous  times,  a  man 
<jf  much  fagacity,  indefatigable  application,,  and. a  perfeverance  equal  ' 
to  Dupleix’s,  at  the  head  of  the  prefidency  ;  fuch  was  Mr.  Saunders, 
who  came  to  the  government  a  little  before  the  death  of  Nazir- 
jmg ;  and,  convinced  by  that  event  of  the  ambitious  fchemes  of  Mr. 
Duplcix,  determined  to  oppofe  them  to  the  utmoft  of  his  ftrength, 
notwithftanding  he  had  no  inftryiSiions  from  the  company  to  engage 
in  hoftilitics ;  and  notwithftanding  the  two  nations  were  at  peace  ' 
in  Europe,  he  had  with  the  fame  fpirit  continued  the  war,  never 
dilcouraged  by  adverfe  turns,  nor  dreading  the  event  of  defperate  at¬ 
tempts  when  neceflary  to  retrieve  them.  The  two  governors  had 
during  the  whole  courfe  of  hoftilitics  carried  on  a  lharp  and  acute  ' 
controverfy  by  letters ;  and  Mr.  Dupleix,  who  had  even  before  the 
event  happened,  perfuaded  himlelf  that  Mr.  Buffy  would  obtain  the 
northern  provinces,  had,  towards  the  end  of  the  year  1753,  affe&ed 
•to  fliew  an  inclination  to  terminate  the -war  in  the  Carnatic  ;  and  in 
the  beginning  of  the  year  i  754,  confented  to  treat  in  form. .  When 
it  was  agreed  that  a  conference  fliould  be  held.in  the  town  of  Sadrafs, 
belonging. to  the  Dutch,  on  the  road  between  Madrafs  and  Pondi¬ 
cherry. 

The  deputies,  on  the  fide  of  the  ijjhiglrfli,  were  Mr.  Palk  and  Mr. 
Vahfittart :  on  the  French,  the  father  Lavaur,  liiperior  of  the  French 
Jefuits  in  India;  Mr.  Kirjean,  nephew  to  Mr.  Dupleix-;  and  Mr. 
Bauffet,  a  member  of  the  council  of  Pondicherry.  They  met  on  the 
3d  of  January;  the  two  governors  fuperintending  and  direfting  their 
proceedings  by  letters,  which  were  no  more  than  twelve  hours  in 
coming  fronvPoridicherry,  and  only  fix  from  Madrafs.  The  Engiifli 
deputies  opened  the  conference  by  propofing  as  the  balls  of  the  ne- 
gociation,  that  Mahomed-allv  fliould  be  acknowledged  Nabob  of  the 
Carnatic,  with  the  lame  authority  as  had  ever  been  jiofidied  by  any 
former  Nabob;  and  that  the  king  of  Tnnjorc  fliould  be  guaranteed 
in  the  peaceable  poflfef'fion  of  his  kingdom.  The  French  then  pro¬ 
duced  their  ideas  of  a  bufis,  and  the  whole  of  their  terms  together : 
their. balls  implied  the  acknowledgment  of  Sulabad-jing  aSSoubah  of 
X  x  "  the 
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the  Decan,  and  the  immediate  releafe  of  the  French  prifoners  taken 
during  the  war:  the  Englifh,  in  return  for  their  acquiefcence  to  thefe 
two  articles,  were  to  he  exempted  from  the  ground  rent  of  Madrafs, 
a  frnail  fine  formerly  paid  to  the  government  of  Arcot ;  they  were  tp 
keep  polTcflion  of  the  country  of  Ponomalee;  and  fome  cflablifhment 
to  be  made  for  Mahomed-ally  after  his  difference  with  the  My- 
forean  concerning  Tritcbinopoly  was  conciliated.  It  was  impoffible 
to  have  made  propofals  more  di.reftly  oppofite;  for  by  acknowledging 
Salabad-j ing  without  reftriftions,  the  French  would  become  arbiters 
of  the  fate  of  the  Englifh  in  the  Carnatic,  as  they'  would  of  the  French* 
if  Mahomed-ally  was  acknowledged :  fo  that  each  fide  required  of  the 
other  to  give  up  every  thing  before  they  had  well  begun  to  treat  of 
any  thing.  However  the  bufinefs  did  not  flop,  and  the  French  depu¬ 
ties  produced  feven  patents,  which  they  called  their  authorities  for 
interfering  as  they  had  done,  in  the  affairs  of  the  Mogul  government,, 
and  for  making  the  prefen  t  demands :  two  of  thefe  were  patents  from 
Murzafa-jing ;  one  appointing  Mr.  Dupleix  commander  in  all  the 
countries  from  the  river  Kriftna  to  the  fea-;  the  other,  Chunda-faheb 
governor  of  the  Carnatic  :  four  were  from  Salabad-jing ;  two  con¬ 
firming  the  two  foregoing ;  another  giving  the  -countries  of  Arcot  and 
Tritcbinopoly  to  Mr.  Dupleix  after  the  death  of  Chunda-feheb ;  the 
other  appointing  Mortiz-ally  of  Velore,  lieutenant  under  Mr.  Dupleix. 
in  thefe  countries :  the  feventh  agd  laft  piece,  which  the  French  called: 
the  moft  authentic,  was  a  letter  from  the  Great  Mogul,  confirming  all 
that  Salabad-jing  had  done  in  favour  of  Mr.  Dupleix  and  his  allies. 
The  French  deputies  then  afked  what  titles  the  Englifh  had  to  pro¬ 
duce  ;  who  replied  that  they  confifted'  of  patents  from  Nazir-jing,. 
Gazi-o-din  Khan,  and  the  Great  Mogul,  appointing  Mahomed-ally 
Nabob  of  the  Carnatic  :  here  again  was  a  flat  contradiction,  and  of 
fuch  a  nature  as  could  not  he  adjufted  without  fending  the  deputies 
to  Delhi.  .The  French,  notwithfianding,  infilled  that  the  titles  fhould 
be  examined ;  and  being  told  that  the  Nabob’s  were  at  Tritchinopoly, 
defil  ed  that  they  might  be  immediately  lent  for ;  neverthelefs  they  in 
the  mean  time  delivered  copies  of  their  own  to  be  ferutinized  by  the 
Englifh  ejeputies.  But  Mr.  Saunders,  convinced  that  this  examination 
would  multiply  difeuflions,  without  removing  any  of  the  fufpicions 
6  and 
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snid  qbjeftions  which  prevailed  with  both  fides  on  the  validity  of  the  17^4. 
adverfary’s  titles,  came  clofe  to  the  point,  and  ordered  his  deputies  to  ‘-"v-'*' 
propole  that  the  Englilh  and  French  Ihould  be  put  in  pofieffion  of 
lands  of  equal  value  in  fuch  different  parts  of  the  province  as  might 
prevent  future  dilputes ;  that  the  commerce  of  the  two  companies  iii 
the  Carnatic  Ihould  be  eftablilhed  on  equal  terms  of  advantage  ;  that 
Iccnrity  Ihould  be  given  to  the  Myforeans  for  liich  a.fum  of  money  as 
upon  an  equitable  adjuftment  of  their  account  might  appear  to  be  due 
to  them;  that  a  penlion  Ihould  be  affigned  to  Raja-faheb,  the  fon  of 
Chunda-faheb;  and  that  the  French  prifoners  Ihould  be  releafed; 
provided  Mr.  Dupleix  would  acknowledge  Mtfhomed-ally  Nabob  of  . 
the  Carnatic.  Thefe  proposals  left  the  French  fuperior  by  the  whole 
of  their  poffefiions  to  the  northward,  which  were  of  much  greater  va¬ 
lue  than  what  the  Englilh  would  have  been  content  to  take,  fubjefi 
to  an  equality  with  them  in  the  Carnatic:  -  a  moderation  which  would 
have  been  inconfiftent  with  the  continual  fuccefs  of  the  Englilh  arms, 
if  the  expences  of  the  war  had  not  already  greatly  hurt  the  commercial 
interefts  of  the  Eaft-India  company,  reftrained,  by  their  charter,  from 
enlarging  their  capital.  The  acknowledgment  of  Mahomed-ally  ap¬ 
peared  the  only  difficulty  in  Mr.  Saunders’s  propofal;  but  even  this 
might  be  removed  by  the  Englilh  acknowledging  Salabad-jing,  on 
condition  that  he  would  confirm  Mahomed-ally  in  the-Naboblhip  ; 
and  that  the  French  would  likewife  #gree  to  concur  equally  with  the 
Englilh  in  lupporting  this  prince  in  his  government.  But  Mr.  Dupleix 
was  fo  intoxicated  by  his  connexions  .with  Salabad-jing,  and  his  no¬ 
tions  of  his  own  authority  in  the  Carnatic,  that  he  rejected  Mr.  Saun¬ 
ders’s  propofal  with  difdain.  it  was  now  no  longer  poffible  to  miftake . 
his  views,  or  to  doubt  that  he  had  any  other  intention  than  to  leave 
the  Englilh  in  pofieffion  of  a  fortieth  part  of  the  territories  dependant 
on  Arco.t,  on  condition  that  they  would  tamely  fuffer  him  to  keep 
and  govern  all  the  reft  with  alifolute  fovereignty.  Big  with  thefe 
ideas,  he  ordered  his  deputies  to  infill:  ftrenuoufly  on  the  validity  of 
his  titles :  and  whilft  they  were  explaining  the  various  events,  which 
had  led  their  nation  to  the  acquifition  of  Inch  important  prerogatives, 
the  Englilh  deputies  difeovered  that  the  Mogul’s  letter  to  Mr.  Du¬ 
pleix  wanted  the  ulual  figuature,  which  is  a  leal  engraved  with  his 
X  x  2  name- 
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name  and  titles,  and  flamped  with  ink  at  the  head  of  the  patent. 
They  I  ike  wife  obferved  that  the  feal  imprefled  on  the  wax  which  hstd 
iecurcd  the  cover  of  the  letter,  appeared  by  the  date  to  be  thirty-three 
yeais  old,  and  confequently  belonged  to  a  former  emperor.  Thefe 
defefts  naturally  gave  them  many  fufpicions,  which  were  much  con- 
.  iinneu,  when,  on  defining  an  explanation  from  the  French  deputies, 
n  liately  recalled  all  their  papers,  giving  for  a  reafon,  that 
luoy  would  not  fiubmit  them  to  any  farther  examination  before  the 
nabob  s  patents  were  produced.  This  in  reality  was  no  reafon  at  all; 
tl  I  er,  cbnfulted  Mr.  Dupleix  on  the  objections  made  to  the 
Mogul  s  letter,  who  replied,  that  the  piece  he  had  delivered  to  them 
was  only  :t  duplicate,  to  which  the  writer  in  the  fecretary’s  office  at. 
Delhi,  might  have  thought  it  ncedlels-  to  affix  the  feal  of  fignature, 
and  that  with  the  fame  negligence  the  firfb  feal  which  came  to- hand 
might  have  been  taken  up  by  him  to  feal  the  cover;  -  but  that  tha 
original  brought  by  the  Mogul’s  officer  deputed  from  Delhi,  had  the 
feal  of  fignature  affixed  to  it,  which  was  dated  in  the  firft  year  of  the 
reign  of  the  late  emperor  Flamed  Schah  ;  and  that  the  letter  itfelf 
was  dated  in  the  fifth  year  of  his  reign,  the  fame  in  which  it  was 
received.  It  now  became  necciTary  to  examine  the  original,  and  to 
enquire  whether  it  was  the  cuftom  in  the  fecretary’s  office  at  Delhi 
to  pay  fb  little  attention  to  duplicates  ;  but  Mr.  Saunders,  and  the 
Englifh  deputies,  thought  that  .yi'hat  they  had  already  leen  and  heard 
was  a  fufficient  proof  that  the  copy  was  a  forger)-,  and.  concluded  tha 
fi’  r.e  ,of  the  original,  and  the  reft  of  the  French  papers  :  the  French 
deputies  rieverthelefs  perfifted  to  defend  the,  authenticity  of  them 
and  leaf!  the  abrupt  manner  in  which  they  had  withdrawn  them 
from  farther  examination  ftiould  be  interpreted  as  a  proof  that  they 
themlelves  knew  their  pieces  could  not  ftand  the  teft,  they  now  gave 
another  reafon  for  this  part  of  their  conduft,  alledging  that  they  had 
recalled  them  only  for  fear  copies  Ihoulcl  be  taken  in  order  to  direfl 
Mahomed-aliv  in  making  out  thofe  patents  he  had  promifed  to.  pro¬ 
duce.  Tins  uhmdering  apology  expofed  their  caufe  more  than  any 
i  r  h  j  li  lr  adverfaries  had  hitherto  made ;  for  it  was  a 
c’  o  l  ment,  that  they  themfelves  were  convinced  of  the 
i  <  i  \  u  ro  a  1  g  patents  with  fo  much  dexterity  that  the  artifice 

could 
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could  not  be  dete&ed.  It  might  have  been  alked,  by  what  means  1754. 
they  arrived -at  this  conviftkm ;  and  the  Englifh  deputies  ■  might 
have  added,  as  the  natural  confequences.  of  this  principle  laid  down 
by  'their  adverfaries,  that  if Mahomed-ally  could  avail  himfelf  of  fuch- 
arts,  Mr.  Duplcix  might  have  made  ufe  of  them  likewife  :  this  ar¬ 
gument,  hoveveij  was  not  produced,  either  becaule  it  did-  not  occur, 
becauie  it  would  have  exploded  the  pretenfions  arifing  from  patents  - 
on  both  fides :  but  this  the  English  ought  to  have  .wilhed,  fince  it  "  , 
would  have  reduced  the  conference  to  a. plan  of; equality,  which 
would  give  them  a  right  to  demand,  an  equal  lhare  of  the  countries 
to  the  northward,. or  to  infill  that  the  French  lhoifld  relinquilh  them ; 
after  which  the  Englifh  might  have  confented  to  recede  from  this 
demand,  on  condition  that  Mr.  Dupleix- Iho'uld.  acknowledge  Maho- 
med-ally  in  the  Carnatic;  but  arguments  have  very  little  influence 
in  treaties,  and.  both  fides  had  already  made  ufe  of  fuch  iharp  invec¬ 
tives  on  the  conduct  of  their  adverfaries  during  the  war,  that  it  was 
manifell  neither  ha,d  any  hopes  of  bringing  about  a  reconciliation. 

Thus  the  conference  broke  up  on  the  eleventh  clay  after  it  began, 
leaving  both  fides  more  exafperated  than  ever.  ’  - 

In  the  mean  while  lioflilities  did  not  ceafe.  The  body  of  1200  Mo- 
rattoes,  who  bad  flipped  by  Gauderow,  pufhed  through  the  kingdom 
of  Tanjore  even  to  the  fea-coafl;  plundering  and  burning  the  villages, 
deftroying  the  grain,  and  driving  off. the  cattle:,  the  conflernation- 
anc!  mifehief  which  they  fpredcl  through"  the  country,  convinced  the 
king  of  his  imprudence  in  having  fet  fo  little  value’ou  the  alliance  of 
the  Englifh,  as  well 'as  on  the  abilities  of  his  general  Monac-gee; 
anti  with  the  ufoal  fuppleiiefs  of  weak  minds  when  involved  in  dan¬ 
gerous  circumftances,  he  now  flr.enuoufiy  follicited  major  Lawrence' 
to. march  to  his  relief;  and  reinftated  Monac-gee  in  the  command  of 
the  army.  The  violent  rains  had  livelled  the  rivers,  and  rendered  the 
roads  fo  bad,  that  it  was  impoflible  for  the  Englifh  to  march  into  his 
countrv  ;  but  Monac-gee  went  in  quell  of  the  cnemv  without  delav, 
at  the  head  of  3000  horfe.  The  Morattocs,  ignorant  of  the  country, 
had  imprudently  got  between  two  branches  of  the  Cavc-ri  near  the  lea, 
and  a  luddcu  flood  bevelled  both  thef  channels  lb  much,  that  they  ‘ 


The  War 


or  Coromandel  -Book  V. 

were  indofed  in  an  ifland  from  which  they  could  not  get  outt  again 
before  the  waters  fublitled.  Whilft  they  were  waiting  for  this  at  the 
head  of  the  illand,  Monac-gee  marched  and  encamped  to  the  eaft- 
ward  of  them,  near  a  pafs  which  lie  knew  would  be  fordable  fooner 
than  any  other  part,  of  the  two  arms  by  which  they  were  enclofed  ; 
and  the  inftant  that  the  waters  were  fufficiently  fallen,  crofted  over, 
and  coming  upon  them  by  furprize,  attacked  them  in  the  angle  of  the 
ifland,  where  it  was  lb  narrow  that  his  troops  extended  from  one  arm 
;to  the  other  in  their  front.  The  Morattoes,  thus  .pent  up,  feeing  no 
other  means  to  efcape  but  by  cutting  their  waythrough  the  Tanjorines, 
exerted  themfelves  with  their  ufual-  bravery,  augmented  by  delpair; 
but  on  the  other  hand,  the  Tanjorines  were  inflamed  by  the  defire  of 
revenging  the  injuries  their  country  had  liiffered  from  thefe  cruel  free¬ 
booters^  and  Monac-gee,  fetifible  that  thecontinuance  of  his  mailer’s 
uncertain  favour  would  depend  on  the  fuccefs  of  this  day,  animated 
his  troops,  who  loved  him,  by  his  own  example ;  fighting  in  the 
thickell  throng  with  the  utmoll  intrepidity.  Valour  on  both  fides 
■being  thus  equal,  the  fuperiority  of  numbers  decided  the  viftory  : 
800  of  the  Morattoes  were  killed,  and  moll  of  the  reft  were  wounded 
and  taken  prifoners.  To  deter  them  from  invading  his  country  in 
future,  Monac-gee  ordered  all  the  dead  bodies  to  be  hanged  upon  trees; 
and  all  the  prifoners,  not  excepting  thole  who  were  wounded,  to  be 
impaled  alive  in  fight  of  the  high  roads.  Having  di'lgraced  his  viflory 
by  this  cruelty,  he  returned  with  the  horfeS  of  the  llain  in  triumph  to 
Tunjore.  The  EngHlh  hoped  that  this  fuccefs  would  induce  the 
king  to  fend  his  troops  to  join  them ;  and  the  viblorious  general  ex¬ 
pended  that  the  fervice  he  had  rendered  would  confirm  him  in  his  maf- 
ter’s  favour ;  but  both  were  difappointed ;  for  the  envy  of  the  nainifter 
Succo-gee  increafing  with  the  merit  of  his  rival,  he-perl'uaded  the  king 
.that  there  was  no  longer  any  necelfity  to  be  at  the  expence  of  keeping 
his  troops  in  pay,  fince  the  fevere  blow  which  the  Morattoes  had  re¬ 
ceived,  would  doubtlefs  deter  them  from  making  another  incurfion  into 
his  country..  The  king  therefore,  after  complimenting  Monac-gee 
.on  his  fuccefs,  told  him  there  was  no  farther  occalion  for  his  lervice, 
and  dilbanded  his  army. 
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The  number  of  French'  prifoners  in  Tritchinopoly,  obliged  major  1 754. 
Lawrence  to  augment  the  garrifon  to  300  Europeans,  and  T  500  Se-  ' — > — * 
poys ;  1 50  of  the  battalion  likewife  remained  fick  in  the  hofpital ;  fo 
that  the  whole  force  with  which  he  kept  the  field  was  no  more  than 
600  Europeans,  including  the  artillery  men,  and  1800  Sepoys;. the- 
French  battalion,  reinforced  in  December  with  200  men,  was  now 
equal  to  the  Englifli,  and  they  had.  moreover  four  companies  of  To«- 
paffes,  each  of  100  men,  diftinfl:  from  their  battalion;  they  had  alfo 
6000  Sepoys,  and  the’  Myforeans  and  Morattoes  remained  as  before, 
with  little  alteration  in ‘their  numbers.  Notwithstanding  this  fupe-  . 
riority,  the  enemy  did  not  venture  to  quit  the  ifland  and  encamp  to 
the  fouth.of  the  Caveri. 

The  plain  of  Tritchinopoly  having  been  foTong  the  feat  of  war,, 

•  fcarce  a  tree  was  left  Handing  for  ieveral  miles  round  the  city;  and 
the  Englifli  detachments  were  oblig-ed  to  march  five  or  fix  miles  to 
get  firewood..  Their  provifions  came  chiefly  from  the  Tanjore  coun¬ 
try;  but  the  merchants  would  not  venture  nearer  than  Tricatapoly,, 

'a  fort  eighteen  miles  eafi:  of  Tritchinopoly;  from  whence,  when  a 
fufficient  quantity  was  collected,  they  were  efcorted  to  the  camp. 

What  came  from  Tondiman’s  country  was  brought  at  appointed  times: 
to  the  lkirts  of  his  woods,  within  fix  or  feven  miles  of  the  camp.  The  ■ 
detachments Tent  on  thefe  fervices  were  feldom  lefs  than  ijo  Euro¬ 
peans,  and  500  Sepoys,  a  force  which  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  unfup— 
ported  by  Europeans,  wereulways  afraid  to  attack  ;  and  feven  convoys 
were  fafely  efcorted  from  the  beginning  of  January  to  the  middle  of 
February ;  at  which  time  a  convoy  was  in  readinefs,  much  larger' 
than  any  of  the  former,  for  it  confifted  of  a  great  quantity  of  military- 
Stores,  as  well  as  provifions,.  the  carriage  of  which  required  no  Id's 
than  3000  oxen  :  the  efcort  was  therefore  made  Stronger  than  ufiial,, 
being  compofed  of  the  grenadier  company  of  100  men,  80  other  Eu¬ 
ropeans,  800  Sepoys,  and  four  pieces  of  cannon  ;.  this  force,  although, 
more  than  one  third  of  the  army,. was  Scarcely  adequate  to  the  con- 
vov;  and,  what  was  Still  more  unfortunate,  the  command  of  the  party 
fell,  by  the  rotation  of  military  duty,  to  an  officer  of  little  experience, 
and  lefs  ability  :  however,  as  the  enemy  had  lately  exerted  thcmfelves: 
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io  J i tile,  little  danger  was  apprehended  ;  and  it  was  imagined  that  a 
party  of  Tanjorine  horfe  which  .-lay  encamped  at  Cootaparah,  .five 
miles  norfh-eaft  of  Llimiferum,  would  join  the  effort  upon  auv  etner*- 
gene)’ :  hut  thefe,  whether  inadvertently,  or  from  a  malicious  deftg'n 
of  avoiding  the  fervice'.  expected  from  them,  quitted  their  poft  the 
1 2th  of  February,  the  very  day  that  the  efcort  marched;  which,  how¬ 
ever,  arrived  without  interruption  at  Tricatapoly  in  the  evening,  from 
whence  they  fet  out  with  the  convoy  the  next  dav,  and  gained  Kelli 
■Cotah,  where  they  paffed'the  night:  this  fort  is  ikuated  about  five 
miles  to  the  call  of  Cootaparah,  and  the  road  between  theie  two  places 
lies  through  the  Ikitts  of  Tondiman’s  woods.  The  enemy  at  Scring- 
ham  receiving  intelligence  that  the  party  .were  returning,  determined 
to  meet  them  with  a  fufiicient  force;  12000  horfe,  Morattoes  and 
Myforeans,  6000  Sepoys,  400  Europeans,  with  feven  pieces  of  cannon, 
croffed  the  river  in  the  night,  and  ported  themfelves  a  little  to  the  eaft 
of  Cootaparah.  The  convoy  continuing  their  march  at  day- break  the 
15th,  advanced  two  miles  from  Kelli  Cotah  without  any  litfpicion  of 
danger  ;  when  they  difeovered  at  a'diftancc  leveral  bodies  of  cavalry 
moving  on  ail  Tides  amongft  the  thickets  and  underwood.  The  com¬ 
manding  officer  neverthelefs  made  no  change  in  his  difpofition,  which 
happened  to  be  the  very  worft  that  could  have  been  imagined  ;  for  he 
had  diftributed  the  troops  in  lirtall  bodies  along  each  tide  of  the  line  of 
bullocks  and  carts,  and  even  in  the  front  and  rear  kept  no  tnore  than  a 
tingle  platoon.  The  Morattoes  were  commanded  by  Moran-row  and 
J.nnis  Khan,  who  loon  difeovered  the  weakneTs  of  this  order  of  march, 
and'  reiolved  to  take  advantage  of  it  without  waiting  for  the  French 
troops.  On  a  fudden,  all  the  different  bodies  of  cavalry,  which  lur- 
rounded  the  convoy,  fet  up  a  Ihout  in  concert,  and  galloping  up  at  full 
Ipeedpcharged  every  part  of  the  line  almoft  in  the  fame  infant ;  fome 
pafhing  on  to  the.  intervals  which  leparated  the  different  platoons,  and 
then  falling  011  their  flanks,  whilft  others  attacked  them  in  front 
The  onfef  was  fo  fudden  and  impetuous,  that  few  of  the  Engliih 
troops  had  time  to  give  more  than  a  Angle  diicharge,  after  which,  what 
refiftance  they  made,  was  all  pell-mell,  and  in  confufion,  every  man 
trailing  only  to  himfelf,  and  refolving  to  fell  hi's  life  as  dear  aspofftbk. 
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Mod  of  the  Sepoys  flung  down  their  arms  and  fled  at  the  beginning  3  754, 
of  the  onfet.  The  bullocks,  terrified  by  the  tumult,  increafed  it  by 
puihing  on  all  fid.es  to  get  aw#)-,  fometimes  againft.the  enemy,  fome- 
times  upon  the  efcort.  The  fight  however  continued  until  the  French 
troops  came  up,  who  obliging  the  Morattocs,  much  againft  their 
will,  to  fheathe  their  fwords,  offered  quarter,,  which  was  accepted  ; 

•538  foldiers  were  made  prifoners,  and  of  thefe  100  were  wounded,- 
50  were  killed  on  the  fpot :  of  eight  officers  five  were  killed,  and  the 
other  three  were  wounded;  amongft  them  the. commanding  officer, 
mortally.  Lieutenant  Revel,  the  fame  who  ferved  at  the  defence  of 
Arcot,  commanded  the  artillery  in  this  aftion:  t'his  brave  man  feeing 
the  day  loft,  and  the  enemy  on  the  point  of  getting  pcfifeflion  of  the 
■cannon,  fuftered  himfelf  to  be  cut  down  without  making  refiftance,  . 
rather  than  quit  the  work  in  whip!!  he  was  employed,  of  fpiking  up 
one  of  the  field  pieces.  The  garrifon  of  Elimiferum,  as  foon  as  they 
heard  the  firing,  marched  to  fecure  the  village  of  Cootaparab,  that 
the  convoy  might  take  poft  in  it:  but  all  was  loft  before  they  arrived 

This  vvas  by  far  the  fevereft  blow  which  the  Euglifh  troops  had 
-fuffered  during  the  courle  of  the  war  ;  it  took  off  one  third  of  the 
battalion ;  but  what  rendered  the'  misfortune  irreparable,  was  the 
“iofs  .of  that  gallant  company  of  grenadiers,  whofe  courage  on  every 
occafion  we  have  feen  deciding  tl  e  vidtory,  and  who  may  be  faid, 
without  exaggeration,  to  have  rendered  more  fervice  than  the  fame 
number -of  troops  belonging  to  any  nation  in  any  part  of  the  world. 

The,  whole  convoy,  provifions,  military  ftores,  and  7060  pounds  in 
money,  fell  into  the  enemy’s  hands,  who  returned  with  their  booty 
and  their  priflJners  to  the  ifland.  They  loon  after  fet  the  Sepoys  at 
liberty,  who  returned  to  the  Englilh  camp  ;  and  they  permitted  the 
two  furviving  Eriglifh  officers  to  depart  on  their  parole,  which  was 
taken  in  the  name  of  Sallabadjing. 

The  prefidency  of  Madrafs,  as  foon  as  they  heard  of  this  misfor¬ 
tune,  lent  a  detachment  of  180  men,  under  the  command  of  captain 
Pigou,  to  Devi  Cottah,  by  fea ;  and  about  the  fame  time  hopes  were 
entertained  of  reinforcing  the  army  with  a  body  of  cavalry,  which 
had  lately  arrived  at  Arcot,  under  the  command  of  Maphuze  Khan, 
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j  75-i..  the  Nabob’s  elder  brother.  This  man,  taken  prifoner  when  his  fa- 
thej  v,  a.,  HilkJ  at  the  battle  of  Ambour,  was  carried  by  Chundalaheb 
to  Pondicbeny,  where  he  remained  uiftil  Nazir-jing  came  into  the 
piovmce,  when  Mr.  Dupleix,  at  the  requeft  of  this  prince,  rcleafed 
limi.  On  Nazir-jing’ s  death  he  feemed  inclinable  to  follow  the  for¬ 
tunes  of  Murzafa-jing,  with  whom  he  went  out  of  the  Carnatic  ;  but 
after  his  death  retired  to  Cuclapah,  where  he  had- remained  until  he 
took  it  into  his  head  to  come  back  to  the  Carnatic  with  2000  horfe, 
and  as  many  Peans,  to  ferve,  as  he  faid,  the  Nabob  his  brother.  He 
neverthelefs  on  his  arrival  at  Arcot  declared  he  could  proceed  no  far¬ 
ther  without  receiving  a  fum  of  money  to  fatisfy  his  troops  :  this  his- 
brother  Abdul- wahab  promifed  to  fupply,  upon  which  it  was  expected 
that  he  would  march  immediately  to  Tritchinopoly.  The  experience- 
of  theJate  difafter  convinced  major  Lawrence,  that  the  party  at  Devi 
Cottah  was  not  ftrong  enough  to  march  to- the  camp,  and  dreading 
to  leave  the  city  expofed  to  another  affault,  by  moving  to  join  them, 
lie  ordered  them  to  wait  at  Devi  Cottah,  until  Maphuze  Khan  came 
up,  and  determined  in  the  mean  time  to  maintain  his  ground  on  the 
plain,  notwithftanding  he  had  only  400  Europeans  in  the  field.  The 
imalluefs  of  this  number  rendered  it  impoffible  to  bring  provifions 
from- fucli  a  diftance  as  the  Tanjore  country',  and  indeed  the  king, 
not  doubting  but  that  the  late  defeat  of  the  efcort  would  oblige  the’ 
Englifh  to  retire  from  Tritchinopoly, .dilcouraged  his  merchants  from 
fupplying  them- any  longer.  Tondiman’s  country  therefore  remained 
the  only  refource,  a- party  of  300  Sepoys  were  detached,  with  orders 
to  coliefl  them  in  Killanore,  a.  village  in  the  ivoodsr  about . .twelve 
miles  from  the  city.  The  detachments  of  Europeans. Employed  to  df- 
cort  them  were,  not  permitted  to  move  farther  than  five  miles'from 
the  camp,  at  which  diftance  they  halted,  and  fent  forward  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  Sepoys,,  who-  met.  the  provifions,. efcorted  by  the  party  of 
Sepoys  from  Killanore,  at  the  (kirts  ofthe  wood,  and  returned  with 
them  from  thence  tp  the  poll  where,  the  Europeans  were-lpjdting..  In 
this  fervice  they  were  much  affifted.  by  the  activity  and  vigi^joe  of 
Mahomed  Iffoof,  an  excellent  partizan,  whofe  merit  had  ratfeg.hlm 
from  a  captain  of  a  company,  to  be  commander  in  chieLg^  all  the 
Sepoys  in  the  Englifh  fervice,  into  vfhich  he  firft  inlifts^uader  cap. 
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tain  Clive,  a  little  before  the  battle,  of  Covrepauk  :  he  was  a  brave  1 754, 
and  refolute  man,  but  cool  and  wary  in  aflion,  and  capable  of  lira- 
‘  tagem  :  he  conftantly  procured  intelligence  of  the  enemy’s  motions, 
and  having  a.perfect  knowledge  of  the  country,  planned  the  marches  ■ 
of  the  convoys  fo  well,  that  by  conftantly  changing  the  roads,  and 
the  times  of  bringing  the  provifions  out  of  the  woods,  not  one  of 
them  was  intercepted  for  three  months.  The  enemy,  however,  get¬ 
ting  intelligence  that  the  magazines  were  kept  at  Killanore,  lent,  in 
the  end  of  March,  a  party  to  attack  that  place ;  but  they  were  repulfed 
by  the  Sepoys  ltationed  there.  About  the  fame  time  the  regent  de¬ 
tached  1000  horfe,  and  1000  Sepoys,  with  forfte  pieces  of  cannon, 
to  his  own  country,  which  th,e  .Morattoe  Balagerow  had  entered, 
and  was  plundering but  foon  after  he  received  a  reinforcement  of 
20.00  Morattoes,  under  the  command  of  Morari-row’s  brother,  which 
more  than  compenfated  the  draught  he  had  made  from  his  army : 
even  this  reinforcement  did  not  tempt  the  enemy  to  quit  the  ifland, 
and  encamp  on  the  plain,  although  it  was  evident  that  this  meafiire 
would  inevitably  oblige  the  Englifh  either  to  retire  or  bring  on  a  • 
general  aft  ion.  In  the  mean  time  the  Englifh  camp,  although  not 
diftrefled  for  previfions,  had  little  hopes  of  receiving  any  reinforce¬ 
ments  to  enable  them  to  ftand  their  ground  if  the  enemy  fhould 
take  this  ftep ;  for  the  detachment  at  Devi  .Cottah  could  not  pru¬ 
dently  move  until  they  were  joined  by  Maphuze  Khan,  who  cavilling 
with  his  brother  about  the  pay  of  his  troops,  had  got  no  farther  than 
Conjeveram,  and  fhewed  no  inclination  to  proceed  from  thence,  be¬ 
fore  bis  demands  were  latisfied.  Major.  Lawrence  therefore,  as  the 
only  refource,  reprefented  to  the  prefidency  the  neceflity  of  endea¬ 
vouring  to  recover  the  king  of  Tanjore  to  the  Nabob’s  intereft,  and 
Miv  Palk,  who' had  during  his  former  refidence  at  Tanjore,  made 
himfelf  acceptable  to  the  king,  was  Tent  thither  again  in  the  middle 
of  April.  He  now  found  the  king  difficult  of  accefs,  and  more  than 
ever  under  the  influence  of  his  minifter  Succo-gee,  who  was  carry¬ 
ing  on  a  treaty  with  the  Myforeans,  and  had  prevailed  on  his  mafter 
to  imprifon  Monac-jgee,  under  pretence  that  he  had  not  accounted 
regularly  for  the  monies  which  had  been  iflued  for  the  e.vpences  of 
the  army.  The  representations  made  by  Mr.  Palk,  prevented  the 
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7754.  icing  from  concluding  the  treaty  with  the  Myforeans,  but  did  not 
induce  him  to  fend  bis  troops  to  I  ritchinopoly.  In  thefe  eircum- 
flanccs,  which  the  enemy’s  generals,  if  indued  with  common  fagacity’ 
or  adlivity,  might  foon  Jiave  rendered  defperate,  it  was  dilcovered  that 
the  army  had  for  feme  time  been  expofed  to  the  clanger  of  treachery 
from  a  perion  in  whom,  by  the  nature  of  his  office,  major  Lawrence 
had  been  obliged  to  repofe  the  ntmofk  confidence. 

One  day  in  the  beginning  of  April,  a  Bramin  informed  the  fervant 
of  captain  Kilpatrick,,  that  as  he  was  waffiing  himfelf  that  morning 
at  the  river  fide,  fome  of  the  enemy’s  Colleries  croifed  the  river,  and 
gave  a  parcel  to  fomd  Colleries  belonging  to  the  Engliffi  camp,  whom 
he  heard,  although  indifrinQdy,  faying  fomething  about  a  letter,  and 
.Mahomed  Ifloof  the  commander  of  the  Sepoys  ;  he  added,  that  he 
knew  the  men  who  had'  taken  the  parcel,  and  defired  affiftance  to 
leize  them.  The  Colleries  were  immediately  taken  up,  and  one 
of  them,  without  hesitation,  delivered,  a  woollen  parcel,  contain¬ 
ing  a  letter  diredled  to  Mahomed  Iffoof,  which  captain  Kilpatrick 
immediately  carried  to  the  major,  in  whole  prefence  it  was  opened, 
and  interpreted  by  Poniapah,  the  principal,  linguift.  It  was  6om  the 
-  regent  of  Myfore,  fealed  with  his  feal  of  fignature,  and  on  the  back 
was  ftamped  the  print  of  a  hand,  a  form  equivalent  with  the  Myfo- 
reans  to  an  oath.  The  letter  defired  Mahomed  Iffoof,.  and  another, 
officer  of  Sepoys,  to  meet,  according  to  their  promife,  fome  perlons 
who  were  to  be  deputed  by  the  regent,  with  powers  to  adjuft  the 
t’.metaud  manner  of  betraying  the  city  of  Tritchinopoly ;  in  reward' 
lor  which  fervice  the  regent  promifed,  if  the  plot  fucceeded,  to  give 
Mahomed  Iffoof  alum  of  money  equal  to  160,000  pounds  fterling,  a 
confiderable  command  in  his  army,  with  fome  lands ;  he  agreed 
likewife  to  reward,  in  the  manner  that  Mahoaaed  Iffoof  ffiould  re¬ 
commend,  fuch  friends  as  he  might  employ  in  the  enterprize.  On . 
this  Mahomed  Iffoof,  the  other  officer  of  Sepoys  mentioned  in  the 
letter,  the  Bramin.  who  gave  the  information,  and  the  Colleries  he, 
had  accufed,  were  imprifoned  ;  and  captain  Kilpatrick,  with  captain 
Caillaud,  were  appointed  to  examine  them,  d  he  Bramin  was  a  writer 
to  the  commiffarv  of  the  army,  and  had  lately  been  confined  upon  a 
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fufpicjon  of  having  embezzled  fome  money;  heperfifted  in  hit  ftory;'  1754. 
but  the  Colleries  laid,  that  the  parcel  was  firft  difcovered  by  them 
“lying  on  lome  fleps,  near  the'  place  where  they  were  waffling,  and 
that  rCung  one  another  what  it  might  be,  they  concluded  it  was  ' 
fbmcthing  belonging  to  a  perfon  who  had  walhed  therein  the  morn¬ 
ing,  or  to  the  Bramin  himfelF  who  was  then  washing  very  near  them: 
lb  Uicy  agreed  not  to  touch  it,  and  went  away;  but  one  lels  lcrupu- 
lous  than  the  reft,  in  hopesthat  it  might  contain  fomething  of  value, 
returned  and  took  it  up.  Mahomed  iffoof,  aud  the  other  Sepoy  of¬ 
ficer,  declared  they  knew  nothing  of  the  matter.  Poniapah  the  lin- 
guift  interpreted  the  depofitions,  and  gave  it  as  "bis  opinion,  that  the. 

Bramin  knew  more  of  the  letter  than  he  had  difcovered.  The  next 
day  the  prifoners  were  examined  again,  when  the  Bramin  was  affured  ! 

that  his  lifcfhould  be  fpared  if  he  would  reveal  the  truth :  upon  which 
he  declared,  that  the  day  beforedie  accufed  the  Colleries,  he  went  to- 
Serrngham,  in  confequence  of  a  meflage  from  the  regent  of  Myfore, 
defiring'  to  fee  him;,  when  the  regent  offered  him  a  reward  of- 
rao,ooo  rupees,  if  he'  would  contrive  to  make  ufe  of- the  letter  in 
qucftion,  fo  as  to  prejudice  Mahomed  Iffoof  in'  the  minds  of  the  Eng-  •• 
lift;  he  added,  that  he  undertook  the  commiffion  partly  for  the  fake  . 
of  the  reward,  and  partly  from  defire  to  be  revenged  on  Mahomed 
Iffoof,  who  had  been,  the  principal  author  of  his  late  imprilbnment. 

The  Colleries  were  again  examined  feparately,  and  agreed,  without  ■ 
any  variation,  in  the  depofition  they,  made  the  dav  before  ;  upon 
which  they,  as  well  as  Mahomed  Iffoof,  and  the  other  Sepoy  officer,  . 
were  releaied,  and' declared  innocent. . 

However,  fufpicions  were  entertained  tka»the  whole  truth  had  . 
not  been  t#ld,  and  that  fome  perfon,  of  much  more  confequence  than 
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•  whole  truth,  and  fupport  it  by  proofs.  The  linguift  returned  'and 
laid,  the  priioner  had  now  confeffed  that  lie  had  been  advifed  to  <ro 
jo  the  king,  and  propofc  the  feheme  of  the  letter  by  one  Gopinrauze; 
a  man  who  refided  in  Tritchinopoly,  and  formerly  ferved  as  an  in¬ 
terpreter  to  the  Englilh  commandant  of  the  garrilon.  Gopinrauze 
was  immediately  examined  ;  he  laid  he  knew  nothing  of  the  affair, 
hut  appeared  confounded  and  frightened,  upon  which  Poniapah  the 
Imguift  faid  he  was  certainly  guilty.  Wbilft  the  examination  of  Go- 
pinrauze  was  carried  on  in  the' camp,  the  B  ram  in  confined  in  the 
city,,  contrived  to  fend  a  meffage  to  Mahomed  I  Hoof,  defiring  to  fee 
him,  having  fomething  of  importance  to  communicate.  Mahomed 
Woof  repaired  to  the  prifon,  taking  the  precaution  to  carry  another 
perfon  with  him  to  be  a  witnefs  of  the  converfation  ;  when  the  pri- 
faner  made  the  following  declaration.  That  lerving  in  the  com- 
■  raiflary’s  department,  under  Peramrauze  the  principal  agent  and  iiw 
terpreter  to  the  Englilh  commiffary,  he  had  leveral  times  been -lent 
-to  Seringham  to  follicit  the  releafe  of  his  mailer’s  family,  who  had 
been  taken  prifoners,  when  the  convoy  coming  from  T ricatapoly  was 
defeated.  After  feveral  journies  he  procured  their  liberty,  and  a  little 
while  afterwards  Poniapah  propofed  to  him,  as  he  was  known  in. the 
enemy’s  .camp,  to  carry  a  letter,  and  deliver  it  either  to  the  king,  or 
feme  of  his  principal  officers ;  the  Bramin  anfwered,  that  it  was  a 
.dangerous  bufinels,  for  which  he  might  be  hanged  ;  to  which  the  lin- ' 
guilt  replied,  that  he  Ihould  be  able  to  fave  him  by  faying  that  he  em¬ 
ployed  him  as  a  Ipy.  The  Bramin  defired  time  to  confider,  and  im¬ 
mediately  went  and  conlulted  his  mailer  Peramrauze,  who  advifed 
him  to  comply  with  Poniapah’s  requell.  Poniapah,  however,  ap- 
prehenfive  of  a  difeovery,  told  him  that  it  was  not  proper  to  write 
the  letter  in  the  Englilh  camp,  but  directed  the  priibner  to  write 
it  himfelf  when  arrived  in  the  enemy’s  camp  ;  which  inflru&ion 
he.  obeyed.  The  letter  was  addreffed  to  two  principal  officers, 
defiling  they  would  perfuade  the  regent  to  write  to  major  Law¬ 
rence,  and  requeft  him  to  fend  Poniapah  to  Seringham  in  order  to 
hear  fome  propolhls  relating  to  the  dilpute  with  the  Nabob  concern¬ 
ing  Tritchinopoly.  The  next  day  meflengers  from  the  regent  came 
to  major  Lawrence,  by  whole  orders  Poniapah  proceeded  to  Sering¬ 
ham  ; 
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ham;*the  Bramin  accompanied  him,  and  was  prefen t  during  his 
whole  converlation  with  the  regent :  who  began  by  exclaiming  againft 
the  Nabob  for  his  breach  of 'faith,  and  alked'what  reafons  the  Eng- 
life  could  have  for  fupporting  him  in  it.  Poniapah  anfwered,  that  he 
had  affifted  them  in  defending  Fort  St.  David,  when  attacked  by  the 
French  in  1748.  Poniapah  then  alked  the  regent  what  he  had  in 
his  heart ;  who  replied,  that  if  the  Englilh  would  pay  him  all  the 
expences.be  had  incurred  during  the  war, die  would  go  away;  or  if 
they  would  give  him  the  city,  he  would  pay  their  expences  :  or  laftly, 
if  the.  Nabob  and  his  whole  family,  would-  come  and  throw  tbem- 
felves  at  his  feet,  beg  for  mercy,  and  own  themfetves  beggars,  that 
would  fatisfy  him.  '  Whv,faid  he,  do  the  Englilh  flay  here  and  fpend 
their  money  to  no  purpofe  ;  my  expence  is  no  greater  than  it  would 
■  be  if  I  remained  in  Myfore.  •  Poniapah  replied,  that  he  knew  the 
Englifh-  would  give  up  the  city,  if  their  expences  were  reimburfed ; 
for  that  he  had  fee n  a  letter  to  this  purport,  written  by  the  governor 
of  Madrals,  five  or  fix  months  ago.  -The  regent  faid  he  was  ready  to. 
make  the  agreement,  but  that  it  muft  be  kept  a  fecret  from  the 
French,  for  he  would  not  trufb  them,  knowing  that  they  wanted  the 
city  for  themfelves.  Poniapah  allured  him,  that  the  bufinefs  might 
be  concluded  as  foon  as  Mr.  Pallt  arrived  at  Tanjore  ;  and  in  anfwer 
to’queftions  made  by  the  regent,  he  told  him,  that  the  Englilh  got  all 
their  provifions  from  Tondiman’s  country,  that  there  were  onlypro- 
vifions  for  two  months  in  the  city,  .and  likewife  revealed  feveral  other 
interefting  particulars  of  their  condition.  The  regent  affured  him, , 
that  if  the  negotiation  luccecdcd,  he  would  give  him  a  great  reward  ■ 
in  money,  a  number  of  villages,  and  the  command  of  a  thouland 
Bramins  :  for  Poniapah  himfelf  was  a  Bramin.  -The  conference 
then"  finilhed,  and  Poniapah,  at  his  return  to  camp,-  reported  to  tlic 
major  fuch  part  of  it  only  as  could  not  prejudice-  himfelf-;  lie  likewife 
ordered  the  Bramin  to  fav  nothing  of  what  he  had  heard  to  any  one, 
excepting  his  miller  Peramrauze,  and  to  toll  him  only  fuch  particulars 
as  he  himfelf  intended  to  relate  to  the  major.  Some  time  after  the  ' 
commifiary’s  bufinefs  requiring  the  Bramin  to  go  to  Taitjorc;  Poni¬ 
apah  was  averfe  to  his  departure.  On  his  rctufn  from  thence  he  was 
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confined  under  a  guard  of  Sepoys,  for  a  deficiency  in  fome  <  Money 
■  which  had  been  intrufted  to  him  ;  but  Peramrauze  promifing  to  be 
refpoufible  for  him,  Mahomed  Hloof,  after  much  follicitation,  releafed 
'him  :  as  foou  as  he  came  out  of  his  confinement,  his  mafter  fent  him 
to  Poniapah,  who  told  him,  that  fo  much  time  had  been  loft  by  his 
journey  to  Tanjore,  and  his  confinement  after  his  return,  that  the  re¬ 
gent,  who  had  heard  nothing  of  the  bufmefs  fmee  they  went  to  Se- 
riugham  together,  muft  imagine  they  had  trifled  with  him  ;  it  was 
neceffarv  therefore,  he  faid,  that  the  Bramin fcoald  go  to  the  regent 
without  delay.  The  Bramin  confenting,  Poniapah  gave  him  inftruc- 
tions  how  to  conduit  hjmfelf ;  in  .confequence  cf  which  he  advifed 
the  regent  to  write  to  Mr.  Palk  at  Tanjore,  defiring  him  to  get  per- 
miffion  for  Poniapah  to  come  again  to  Seringham  :  he  added,  that  if 
-the  regent  could  in  the  mean  time  contrive  to  prevent  the  ffnglilh 
from  receiving  provifions,  they  muft  inevitably  retire ;  that  as  the 
Neloor  Subahdar  was  the  only  perfon  who  knew'  how  to  conduit 
their  convoys,  it  was  neceffary  to  get  him  killed,  which  might  eafilv 
be  effefted,  fince  he  often  went  abroad  with  fmall  parties;  but  as  a 
furer  method  to  remove  him,  the  regent  ought  to  write  a  letter  ad- 
dreffed  to  him,  pretending  that  he  had  promifed  to  betray  the  city. 
The  regent  wrote  the  letter  without  hefitation,  and  delivered  it  to  the 
Bramin,  who  returning  from  Seringham,  was  taken  up  with  the  let¬ 
ter  concealed  in  his  cioaths,  by  fome  of  the  Englifh  troopers  :  they 
carried  him  a  prifoner  to  the  camp,  but'  without  difeovering  the  let¬ 
ter,;  he  was  extricated  out  of  this  difficulty  by  Poniapah,  who  being 
-  ordered  to  examine  him,  reported  that  he  had  been  to  vifit  fome  re¬ 
lations  at  Elimifenim.  As  foon  as  he  was  releafed,  he  went  to  his 
mailer  Peramrauze,  and  gave  him  fome  hints  of  the  bufiuefs  he  had 
been  doing  at  Seringham.  The  next  day  he  laid  the  letter  oil  the 
fleps  by  the  river  fide,  and  as  foon  as  he  faw  one  of  the  Colleries  take 
it  up,  went  and  gave  information  to  captain  Kilpatrick’s  fervant., 
Mahomed  Iffoof,  oil  hearing  this  account,  went  to  Peramrauze,  and 
alked  him,  what  he  knew  of  the  affair.  The  man  threw  himfelf  at 
his  feet,  and  implored  his  mercy ;  but  Mahomed  Iffoof  immediately 
fecured  him,  and  returning  to  the  camp,  related  to  major  Lawrence 
x  what 
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what  the  Bramin  had  declared,  on  which  Poniapah  was  feized  and 
imprifoned, 

’  The  Bramin  repeated  to  the  court  of  enquiry,  without  addition  or 
deviation,  all  he  had  declared  to  Mahomed  Iffoof :  being  alked,  what 
induced  him  to  accufe  Gopinrauze,  he  faid,  that  when  major  Law¬ 
rence  had  determined  to  put  him,  to  death,  unlefs  he  difcovered  his 
accomplices,  Poniapah,  who  was  ordered  to  acquaint  him  of  this  re- 
{blution,  ad.vifed  Mm  to  accufe  fomebody,  and.alked  him  whether  he 
had  lately  had  any  converfation  with  Gopinrauze;  he  replied,  that  he 
had  met  him  at' the  houfe  of  Peramrauze,  on  the  evening  after  his 
return  from  Seringham,  and  that  they  had  converfed  together  in  pri¬ 
vate  near  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  whilft  a  number  of  Sepoy  officers  and 
other  perfons  were  aflembied  in  the, houfe,  in  order  to  fee  the  ex¬ 
periments  of  a  conjurer,.who  .had  been. fent  for  by  his.mafter,  to  dif- 
cover  in  what  . manner  the  money  was  loft,  for  which  he,  the  Bramin, 
had  been  confined  on  his  return  from  Tanjore:  upon  this,  Poniapah 
advifed  him  to  accufe  Gopinrauze,  and  to  flick  to  that,  that'  would  do. 
Peramrauze  was  likewife  examined,  and  his  evidence  coinciding  with 
the  declaration  of  the  Bramin,  in  all  the  points''  of  which  the  Bramin 
had  declared  him  to  have  any  knowledge,  Poniapah  was  condemned, 
and  feme  time  after  blown  . off  from  the  muzzle  of  a  cannon.  He 
oonfeffed  nothing  ;  his  antipathy  to.  Mahomed  Iffoof  arofe  from  his 
jealouly  of  the  influence  which  this  officer  had  obtained  in  the  camp,, 
by  which  his  own  importance  was. much  diminiflred.  This  compli¬ 
cated  treachery  {hews  to  what  dangers  .the  affairs  of  Europeans  in 
Indoftan  may  be  expofed,  by  not  having  perfons  of  their  own  nation 
fufficiently  verfed  in  the  languages  of  India,  to.ferve  inftead  of  the 
natives  as  interpreters. 

.The  regent,  in  telling  Poniapah.  that  the  maintenance  of  his  army 
at  Seringham  had  not  diftreffed  his  finances,  diffembled  the  truth; 
for  his  expcnces  had  been  fo  great,  that  he  could  hardly  find  money 
to  pay  his  own  troops,  and  had  none  to  fatisfy  the  demands  of  the 
Morattoes.  This  Morari-row  perceiving,, began  to  tire  of  the  war, 
and  defirous  of  feme  piaufible  pretext- to  break  with  him,  demanded  to 
be  paid  his  arrears,  which  by  the  accoppt  he  made-out,  amounted  to  a 
Z  z  million 
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1754.  million  of  rupees  ;  but  the  regent  having  never  refufed  to  fupply  him 
with  money  whenever  he  demanded  it,  thought  he  had  already  over¬ 
paid  him.  This  occafioned  lome  lharp  altercations,  and  Morari-row, 
as  the  Ihorteft  way  to  bring  the  regent  to  his  terms,  took  all  his  Mo- 
rattoes  from  Seringham,  and  encamped  with  them  on  the  iith  of 
May  to  the  north  of  the  Coleioon,  declaring  that  he  would  not  re¬ 
turn  before  the  money  was  paid. 

The  next  day,  the  tzth  of  May,  a  party  of  izo  Europeans,  500 
Sepoys,  and  two  field  pieces,  under  the  command  of  captain  Calliaud, 
marched  from  the  camp  at  four  in  the  morning,  intending  to  wait 
about  two  miles  to  the  fouth  of  the  fugar  loaf  rock,  for  a  convoy  of 
provifions  which  was  ordered  to  advance  out  of  the  woods.  The  poll 
in  which  the  party  intended  to  halt,  had  formerly  been  one  of  thofe 
refervoirs  of  water  called  tanks,  which  occur  fo  frequently  in  the  arid 
plains  of  this  country,  where,  that  element  is  procured  with  fa  much 
difficulty.  Thefe  tanks  are  generally  dug  fquare,  the  fides  of  fome 
being  joo  feet  long,  and  of  others  not  more  than  too  ;  with  the  earth 
taken  out  is  formed  a  mound,  which  enclofes  the  tank  at  the  diflance 
of  forty  feet  from  the  margin  of  the  water.  The  tank  in  which  the 
party  intended  to  take  port  was,  through  age  and  negledl,  choaked 
up,  but  the  mound  remained.  Mahomed  Iffoof  riding  at  fome  dif- 
tance  before  the  advanced  guard,  was  furprized  as  he  afeended  a  little 
eminence  by  the  neighing  of  his  horfe,  who  was  immediately  an- 
fwered  by  the  neighing  of  feveral  others  ;  proceeding,  nevertheless, 
to  reconnoitre,  he  difeovered  the  French  troopers  polled  behind  a  bank 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  eminence,  who  immediately  difeharged  their 
carbines  at  him,  and  then  mounted.  Captain  Calliaud,  on  hearing 
the  firing,  formed  his  party,  and  rode  up  to  the  advanced  guard, 
where  he  met  Mahomed  Iffoof,  who  told  him  that  the  enemy  were 
lying  in  wait  to  intercept  the  convoy,  and  that  he  believed  a  body  of- 
French  troops  had  taken  poll  in  the  tank  where  they  themfelves  in¬ 
tended  to  halt ;  it  was  immediately  determined  to  attack  them.  The 
day  was  juft  beginning  to  dawn  ;  the  troops  were  formed  in  one  line, 
the  Sepoys  on  the  right,  and  the  Europeans  on  the  left ;  and  captain 
Calliaud  concluding  that  the  enemy  would  expeft  the  attack  in  front. 
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ordered*  the  Sepoys,  under  the  command  of  Mahomed  Ifloof,  to.  1 754- 
wheel  and  attack  them  on  the  left,  whilft  he  himfelf  with  the  Eu-  ' 
ropeans  fell  on  their  right  flank.  .  The  onfet  was  vigoroufly  made  by 
both  divifions  almoft  in  the  lame  inftaut,  and  the  enemy  finding  them- 
felves  unexpectedly  between  two  fires,  abandoned  the  tank  with  pre¬ 
cipitation  ;  the  Englilh  immediately  took  polTeflion  of  it,  and  a  little 
while  after,  day-light  enabled  them  to  difcover  that  the  numbers  of 
the  enemy  were  250  Europeans,  with  four  field  pieces,  1000  Sepoys, 
and  4P00  Mylore  horle,  who  now  divided  into  two  bodies,  one  on 
each  fide  of  the  tank,  aud  began  a  fmart  cannonade,  which  was  an- 
fwered  by  the  Englj^i  field  pieces.  Major  Lawrence  was  at  this 
time  fo  much  indilpojed,  that  he  had  the  day  before  been  obliged  to 
go  into  the  city.;  and  captain  Polier  commanded  in  his  abfence,  who 
•  no  fooner  heard  the  firing  than  he  marched,  to  the  relief  of  the  party 
with  the  reft  of  the  army.  The  reft  of  the  enemy’s  army  at  the  fame  . 
time  crofied  the  Caveri,  but  the  difference. of  the  diftance  enabled 
the  Englilh  toget  to  the  tank-fome  time  before  them  :  thofe  of  the 
enemy  who  were  engaged  with  captain  Calliaud’s  party,  fearful  of 
placing  themfelves  between  two  .fires,  made,  no  effort  to  intercept 
captain  Polier’s  .divifion  ;.  but  contented  themfelves  with  cannon-, 
ading  them  from  the  right  and  left  as  they  advanced  :  a  Ihot  difa'bled 
one! of  .his  field  pieces,  and  on  his. arrival  at  the  tank  he  found  that 
one  of  thofe  with  captain -Calliaud  had  luffered ,  the  fame  mif- 
fortune;lome  time  was  Ipent.in  fixing  thele  guns  on  Ipare  car-  ■ 
riages,  during  which  the  enemy’s  main  body  came  up,  and  being 
joined  by  the  reft  of  their  troops,  the  whole  now  formed  together 
within  cannon  Ihot  to  the  right  of  the  tank,,  their  line  extend¬ 
ing  a  great  way  beyond  it  towards  the  city.  Their  numbers. were 
700  Europeans,  fifty  dragoons,  5000  Sepoys,  and  10,000  horfe,  of 
which  fortunately  none  were  Morattoes.  The  Englilh  army  con-, 
lifted  of  no  more  than  360 .men  in  battalion,  1500  Sepoys,  and 
eleven  troopers.  However,  encouraged  by  their  officers,  the  men 
(hewed  no  difmay  at  the  fuperiority  of  the  enemy’s  force,  and  prepared 
with  great  alacrity  to  fight  their  way  back  to  the  camp.  The  Euro¬ 
peans  defiled  firit  cut  of  the  tank  into  the  plain,  marchin?  onward 
in  a  column,  ready  on  the  firft  occafiou  to  face  about  to  the  enemv 
Z  z  2  on 
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°n  the  'igbi.  The  ^  i-ojs  then  followed  in  a  line,  which  tetohftteting 
in  a  right  angle  with  the  rear  of  the  battalion,  extended  to  the  left 
of  it.  1  he  trench  battalion  relying  on  the  fuperiority  of  their  at-. 
Lillcry,  which  were  feven  field  pieces,  did  not  come  neat  enough  to 
clo  much  execution  with  their  mulketry  ;  but  their  Sepoys' nioving 
into  the  rear  of  the  Englifti  Sepoys,  fired  very  fmartly,  and  killed  and' 
wounded  many  of  them,  as  well'as  fome  of  the  Europeans,  amongft 
whom  captain  Polier  received  a  wound.  However,  the  Englifti 
troops  proceeded  without  making  a  halt,  until  they  took  pofleffion 
of  another  tank,  fi.tuated  about  a  mile  from  that  which  they  had 
quitted.  Juft  as  they  had  got  into  this  poft,  captain  Polier  received 
a  fecond  wound,  which  difabling  him  from  farther  fervicc,  he"* gave 
up  the  command  to  captain  Calliaud.  The  enemy  now  feemed  de¬ 
termined  to  let  the  Engliftifefcape  no  farther;. and  threatened  a  ge¬ 
neral  a  {fault  on  the  tank,  for  their  Sepoys  and  cavalry  drew  up  on 
three  fides  of  it,  whilft  the  French  menaced  the  other.  Major  Law¬ 
rence,  although  very  ill,  ordered  himfelf  to  be  carried  to  the  top  of 
one  of  the  city  gates,  and  contemplating  from  thence  the  difpofitions 
of  both  armies,  trembled  for  the  fate  of  his  own;  but  it  happened 
otherwife.  The  three  Englifti  field  pieces  were  brafs  fix  pounders,  and 
capable  of  difeharging  a  great  quantity  of  grape  fhot;  and  the  artillery 
men,  with  their  ufual  dexterity  and  calmnefs,  fired  them  with  fuch 
vivacity  and  good  aim  as  the  French  battalion  advanced,  that  in  a 
few  minutes  they  ftruck  down  neat  a  hundred  men,  which  execution 
daggering  the  reft,  their  line  halted,  irrefolute  whether  to  proceed 
or  retreat :  captain  Calliaud  feized  this  inftant,  and  fallying  with  all 
the  Europeans,  gave  them  a  dilcharge  of  mulketry  fo  well  levelled, 
that  it  immediately  flung  them  into  diforder,  and  breaking  their 
ranks  they  ran  away  in  great  confufion :  their  officers  endeavoured 
to  rally  them,  but  in  vain,  for  they  would  not  ftop  before  they  were ' 
out  of  the  reach  of  cannon  (hot,  and  then  could  not  be  prevailed 
upon  to  return  to  the  attack.  The  Sepoys  and  Mylbre  cavalry, 
who  had  been  hitherto  kept  at  bay  by  the  Englifti  Sepoys,  (eeing 
their  European  allies  retreating,  immediately  defifted  from  the  en¬ 
gagement,  and  the  whole  retreated  together-  by  Weycondah  to  the 
ifland.  The  Englifti  contented  with  their  fuccefs,  which  was  in- 
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_  deed  *greater  than  could  have  been  expected,  did  not  purine,  but  j  754. 
4  continued  their  march  quietly  to  the  camp;  their  lofs  was  feven  Eu-  '  '  ’ 
ropeans  killed,  and  forty-eight,  with  fix  officers  out  of  nine,  wounded, 

*  and  150  Sepoys  were  either  killed  or  wounded.  The  enemy  fuf- 
fered  much  more,  having  near  200  of  their  battalion,  and  300  Se¬ 
poys  killed  or  wounded.  The  convoy  which  had  returned  intotbe 
woods,  receiving  information  of  the  enemy’s  retreat,  fet  out  again, 
and  arrived  the  fame  night  at  the  camp,  which  was  in  fuch  want  of 
provifions,  that  if  the  enemy  had  only  taken  the  refolution  of  en- 
.  camping  near  the  ground  -where  they  had  fought,  the  Englifh  army 
would  have  been  obliged  to  march  away  the  next  day  to  Tanjore. 

The  enemy  reflefting  with  much  vexation  upon  their  difgrace, 
thought  it  necefijtry  to  perform  fbme  exploit  which  might  re-efta- 
bliffi  their  reputation,:  but  thinking  it  delperate  to  attack  the  Eng- 
liffi  in  their  camp,  they  determined  to  wrdek  their  vengeance  on  the 
Polygar  Tondiman,  whofe  attachment  to  the  Englifh  had  alone  en¬ 
abled  them  to  Hand  -their  ground  at  Tritchinopoly,  fo  long  after 
they  could  get  no  more  provifions  from  the  Tanjore  country.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  the  fecond  night  after  the  engagement,  M,  Maiffin  with  all 
his  Europeans,  3000  Sepoys,  and  2000  horfe,  marched  into  the 
Polvgar’s  country,  with  an  intention  to  commit  every  kind  of  ra¬ 
vage  ;  but  the  inhabitants  alarmed,  removed  their  effedls,  and  drove 
their  cattle  into  the  thickeli:  parts  of  their  woods,  where  it  was  im- 
poflible  to  follow  them,  and  the  enemy  found  nothing  but  empty 
villages  to  burn,  except  at  Ivillanore,  where  after  difperfing  the 
Englifh  Sepoys  Rationed  there,  they  took  three  or  four  hundred  bags- 
of  rice,  and  an  iron  gun.  Vexed  that  they  had  with  much  fatigue 
been  able  to  do  very  little  mifehief  in  this  country,  they  relolved  to- 
fhll  on  the  dominions  of  the  king  of  Tanjore,  and  plundering  as  they 
went,  appeared  before  Kelli  Cottah,  which  fit rrendered  on  the  fe¬ 
cond  day. 

Major  Lawrence  not  doubting  but  that  the  war  thus  unexpeftediy 
carried  into  his  country  would  convince  the  king  of  the  neceffity  of  • 
afting  again  in  conjundtion  with  the  Englifh,  determined  to  avail 
himfelf  of  the  firft  impreffion  which  theie  hofiilities  might  make 
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i/54-  upon  !lis  mind,  and  prepared  to  march  away  to  Tanjore.  The  guards 
at  Elimiferum  and  the  other  out-pofts  were  drawn  off:  ioo  of  the 
battalion  were  fent  into  the  city  to  augment  the  garrifon  to  400 
Europeans,  and  the  reft  of  the  army  fet  out  the  23d,  at  two  in  the 
morning,  proceeding  through  Tondiman’s  woods. 

Orders  at  the  fame  time  were  fent  dire&ing  the  reinforcement 
which  was  waiting  at  Devi  Cotah  to  march  and  join  the  army  at 
Tanjore.  The  party  which  had  been  fent  under  the  command  of 
lieutenant  Frazer  to  raife  the  fiege  of  Palam  Cotah,  returned  in  the 
month  of  January  to  Devi  Cotah,  from  whence  another  was  fent  in 
the  month  of  February  to  make  an  incurfion  into  the  diftri&s  of  Chil¬ 
lambrum;  where  the  French  had  juft  coliebtcd  a  very  large  harveftof 
rice:  this  detachment  confifted  of  thirty  Europeans,  and  200  Sepoys, 
commanded  by  a  volunteer  of  no  experience.  They  deftroyed  and 
fet  fire  to  a  great  quantity  of  grain,  which  they  found  piled  up  in 
ftacks  in  the  fields ;  but  hearing  that  the  energy’s  principal  maga¬ 
zine  was  at  Manarcoile,  a  pagoda,  twelve  miles  louth-weft  from 
Chillambrum,  they  marched  againft  the  place,  and  fummoned  the 
French  ferjeant  who  commanded  in  it.  The  man  perceiving  that 
they  had  no  battering  cannon,  anfwered  their  fummons  by  a  defiance. 
The  Englifh  officer  believing,  neverthelefs,  that  he  ffiould  by  the 
fire  of  his  mufketry  alone  oblige  the  garrifon  to  furrender,  remained  " 
before  the  place,  making  fome  very  aukward  and  infufficient  difpo- 
fitions  to  reduce  it.  The  F'rencb  garrifon-at  Chillambrum  apprized, 
of  this  bv  the  ferjeant,  marched  and  came  upon  them  by  furprize, 
and  the  ferjeant  tallying  at  the  fame  time  with  too  Sepoys,  the  party 
-vas  entirely  routed,  and  the  officer,  with  nine  of  his  Europeans, 
were  made  priloners.  The  detachment,  under  the  command  of 
captain  Pigou,  arriving  foon  after  this  at  Devi  Cotah,  deterred  the 
enemv  for  fome  time  from  commuting  any  hoftilities  in  this  part  of 
the  country  ;  but  finding  at  length  that  thefe  troops,  whilft  waiting 
for  orders  to  march  to  Tritchinopoly,  did  not  venture  to  make  any 
.  incurfions  into  their  territories,  Mr.  Dupleix  re-affiimed  his  inten¬ 
tions  of  reducing  Palam  Cotah  ;  and  in  the  end  of  April,  a  party 
conlifting  of  eight  hundred  Sepoys  and  feventy  Europeans,  with  three 
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pieceS  of  battering  cannon,  and  fome  field  pieces,  appeared  before  1754. 
,  the  place  ;  the  governor  immediately  applied  for  affiftatice  to  the 
company’s  agent  at  Devi  Cotah  :  fome  time  was  loft  in  debating 
whether  the  troops  intended  for  the  re-iuforcemeut  of  the  army  at 
Tritcjiinopoly  ought  to  be  expofed  on  this  fervice  :  but,  at  length, 
exadt  intelligence  being  received  of  the  enemy’s  numbers,  it  was  con¬ 
cluded  that  they  could  run  no  rifque  in  attacking  them  ;  and  they 
marched,  accompanied  by  five  hundred  Sepoys.  Early  the  next 
morning  they  arrived  within  four  miles  of  Palam. Cotah;  when  the 
enemy,  difcovering  them,  immediately  fpiked  up  their  heavy  cannon, 
blew  up  and  threw  into  ponds  and  wells  all  their  ammunition,  and 
marched  away  towards  Chillambrum.  Five  hundred  Sepoys  were  de¬ 
tached  with  orders  to  harrafs  them  until  the  main  body  fhould  come 
up;  but  they  had  fo  much  the  ftart,  and  continued  their  march  with 
fuch  precipitation,  that  the  purfuit  was  vain.  Two  days  after  a  re¬ 
port  prevailed  that  the  Morattoes  who  had  entered  the  kingdom  of 
Tanjore,  intended  to  intercept,  the  Englifh  troops  in  their  return  to 
Devi  Cotah;  to  prevent  which  they  immediately  quitted  Palam -Cotah. 

The  French  at  Chillambrum  hearing  of  their  departure,  marched 
out  in  hopes  of  gaining  fome  advantage  over  them  in  the  retreat ; 
and  their  advanced  guard  of  Sepoys  came  up  before  the  firft  divifion 
h’ad  crofted  the  Coleroon  ;  enfigii  Richard  Smith,  with  the  rear 
guard  of  three  hundred  Sepoys,  was  ordered  to  make  head  againft 
them,  and  kept  them  at  a  diftance  until  the  reft  had  gained  the  other 
bank  ;  but  as  foon  as  he  began  to  retreat  with  the  rear  guard;  the 
enemy,  now  augmented  to  the  number  of  one  thoufand .  Sepoys, 
prefled  hard  upon  him,  and  the  frefhes  of  the  Coleroon  happening 
to  defcend  at  this  time,  the  river  was  rifen  fo  much  fince  the  firft 
divifion  began  to  crofs,'  that  it  was  now  fcarcely  fordable  :  the  rear, 
however,  having  ho  other  refource,  determined  to  crofs  it  at  all 
events,  and  were  all  the  while  expofed  to  the  enemy’s  fire  from  the 
thickets  which  covered  the  bank,  by  which  twenty  men  were 
wounded,  and  fome  of  the  fhorteft  fize  were  drowned  in  the  ftream. 

A  few  days  after  his  return  to  Devi  Cotah,  captain  Pigou  received 
orders  from  major  Lawrence  to  proceed  to  Tanjore. 
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TIi*  major  purfuing  his  march  through  the  woods,  was  nfet  the 
day  after  his  departure  from  Tritchinopoly  by  the  Polygar  Tondiman,, 
whom  he  received  with-  the  refpcCt  due  to  his  fidelity  and  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  Enghih  cauie.  The  fume  day  likewife  came  an  express 
from  the  king  of  Tanjore,  fraught  with  compliments  for  the  refolu- 
tion  which  the  major  had  taken  to  come  to  his  aftiftance,  and  preffing 
him  to  haften  his  march.  Indeed  what  had  juft  happened'  in  his 
country  rendered  the  major’s  approach  every  day  more  and  more 
welcome.  From  Kelli  Cotah  the  enemy  went  to  Coiladdy,  which 
having  taken  on  the  24th,  they  immediately  cut  through  the  great 
hank,  which  preventing  the  waters  of  the  Caveri  from  running  into 
the  channel  of  the  Coleroon,  may  be  called  the  bulwark  of  the  fer¬ 
tility  of  the  Tanjore  country. 

This,  therefore,  was  the  greateft  mifehief  they  could  do  to  that 
nation,  and  ftruck  them  with  lb  much  confternation,  that  the  king 
thinking  it  neceflary  to  fhew  feme  appearance  of  vigour,  ordered  his 
uncle  Gauderow  to  march  with  1 500  horfe  to  Tricatopoly,  and  punilh 
the  enemy  ;  but  this  unwary  general  was  furprized  the  next  day  by 
an  enemy  he  did  not  expeCt.  The  Nabob,  during  the  courfe  of  the 
war,  had  made  feveral  propofals  to  induce  Morari-row  to  return  to 
his  own  country,  but  the  exorbitance  of  the  demands  on  one  ik'e, 
and  the  diftrefs  for  money  on  the  other,  had  hitherto  been  infar- 
mauntahle  obftacles  to  the  concluficn  of  the  treaty.  Toe  fame  caufes 
havino-  now  feparated  the.  Morattoes  from  the  Myforeans,  the  Nabob 
entertained  hopes  that  he  ftioukl  get  rid  of  this  dangerous  enemy 
without  expence.  But  Morari-row  lay  at  Pitchandah,  brooding. 
Ichemes,  and  determined  not  to  depart  before  he  had  got  a  certain 
ftim  of  money  from  one  or  other  of  the  contending  parties,  and  per¬ 
haps  from  both.  The  march  of  Gauderow  to  Tricatopoly,  inftantly 
fuggefted  to  him  that  a  fevere  blow  ftruck  upon  thefe  troops  by  the 
Morattoes  would  infallibly  induce  the  king  of  Tanjore,  already  ter¬ 
rified  by  -the  incurfions  of  the  French  and.  Myforeans,  to  furmfti  the 
money  neceflary  to  purchafe  his  retreat ;  if  difappointed  in  this  ex¬ 
pectation,  he  at  leaft  would  have  the  fatisfaCtion  of  taking  ven¬ 
geance  for  the  fevere  blow  which  the  Morattoes  had  fiiftained  from 
j  Monjtc- 
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Moi»ac-gee  in  the  beginning  of  the  year.  Animated  by  the  double  1754. 
motive  of  intercft  and  revenge,  he  croffed  the  two  rivers  in  the  night  ^  ’ 
with  3000  of  his  bell  troops,  who  fell  at  day-break  upon  Gauderow’s 
party  to  furioully  that  only  300  with  their  general  efcaped  ;  the  reft 
were  all  either  killed,  or  taken  pril’oners.  Two  days  after  this  de¬ 
feat,  the  Englifli  arrived  at  Tanjore,  where  they  were  joined  by  the 
detachment  from  Devi  Cotah,  of  150  Europeans,  and  500  Sepoys, 
under  the  command  of  captain  Pigou.  Major  Lawrence  being  at 
this  time  much  indifpofed,  deputed  captain  Calliaiud  to  aft  in  con- 
junftion  with  Mr.  Palk  in  the  conferences  with  the  king  on  the  mea- 
fures  neceflary  to  be  taken. 

They  found  that  although  the  late  misfortunes  had  convinced  the 
king  of  his  imprudence  in  withdrawing  his  affiftance  from  the  Eng- 
lilh,  as  well  as  in  dilplacing  his  general  Monac-gee,  they  had  not 
weaned  him  from  his  affeflion  to  Succo-gee,  whofe  counfels  had 
brought  fuch  diftrels  upon  himfelf  and  his  country.  Seeking,  as 
irrefolute  minds  generally  do,  to  reconcile  incompatibilities,  he  wanted 
to  employ  the  general  without  removing  his  mortal  enemy  the  mini- 
ftcr.  However,  finding  that  the  difmiffion  of  Succo-gee  was  the 
only  condition  on  which  the  Englifh  would  accept  of  his  alliance, 
and  hearing  at  the  fame  time  that  they  daily  expefted  confiderable 
"reinforcements,  fuch  as  might  enable  them  to  carry  on  the  war  with¬ 
out  him,  he  at  length  confented  "to  banilh  Succo-gee  from  his  prefence 
and  councils,  and  not  only  reinftated  Monac-gee  in  the  command 
of  the  army,  but  likewife  appointed  him  prime  minifter.  Mr-  Palk 
and  captain  Calliaud,  to  fecure  the  king  from  a  relapfe,  infilled  that 
the  difgraced  minifter  fhould  immediately  quit  the  kingdom,  and  he 
departed  with  his  family,  giving  out  that  he  was  going  to  vifit  fome 
ftunous  pagoda  at  a  great  diftance,  the  ufual  pretext  of  fuch  great 
meu  of  the  Indian  religion,  who  think  it  neceflary  to  retreat  from 
danger,  or  are  obliged  to  retire  from  power.  This  change,  fo  eflen- 
tial  to  the  interells  of  the  Nabob  and  the  Eall-India  company,  was 
c  Defied  within  ieven  days  after  the  arrival  of  the  army  at  Tanjore, 
and  Monac-gee  received  his  commiflions  from  the  king  in  ceremony 
on  thc*/th  of  June,  and  immediately  began  to  levy  new  troops  to 
A  a  a  repair 
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repair  the  lois  which  the  Tanjorine  army  had  lately  fuftained  ;  Biit  as 
it  required  fome  time  to  colled  the  recruits,  major  Lawrence  requeflv 
ed  the  prefidency  to  haften  the  junction  of  Maphuze  Khan,  and  of 
the  reimoi'ccments  which  were  arrived  at  Madrafs  from  Bombay  anti 
Europe;  fo  that  the  whole  might  march  from  Tanjore  to  Tritchi- 
nopoly  in  one  body. 

Accordingly  a  detachment  of  400  men  in  battalion,  half  Euro¬ 
peans  and  half  Topafles,  together  witli  500  Sepoys,  marched  to  join 
Maphuze  Khan  at  Conjeveram,  and  from  thence  to  proceed  with  him 
to  I  anjore.  This  man,  as  fond  of  being  at  the  bead  of  a  body  of 
troops  as  he  was  incapable  of  employing  them  to  any  good  purpofe, 
fhewed  no  inclination  to  quit  the  country  about  Arcot,  giving  for  a 
reafon  that  Abdulwahab  Khan  had  failed  to  advance  the  money  ne- 
ccfiary  to  fatisfy  his  troops.  Under  this  pretext  he  moved  up  and 
down  the  country,  levying  contributions  from  fuch  forts  and  polvgars 
as  were  not  ftrong  enough  to  refill  him:  At  length,  receiving, 
atfurances  from  the  prefidency  that .  they  would  furnilh  him  with 
money,  provided  he  would  march  immediately  to  the  fouthward,  he 
fet  up  his  ftandard  at  Conjeveram  in  the  iponth  of  May  ;  and  allured 
them  that  he  would  proceed  without  delay ;  but  Mr.  Dupleix,  well' 
acquainted  with  his  charafter,  confounded  this  refolution,  by  ordering 
the  garrifon  of  Gingee,  with  fome  other  troops,  to  take  the  field. 
This  body,  although  much  inferior  to  Maphuze  Khan’s  force,  fright¬ 
ened  him  fo  much  that  he  declared  he  could  not  proceed  untels  he 
tv;  3  joined  by  a  detachment  of  Europeans :  in  the  mean  time  the 
enemy,  encouraged  by  his  imbecility,  advanced  from  Gingee,  and  took 
the  fort  of  Outramaloor,  which  lays  about  20  miles  nearly  weft  from 
Sadrafs,  and  flulhed  by  this  fuccefs  they  proceeded  to  another  fort 
ftill  nearer  to  Conjeveram  :  but  enfign  Pichard,  who  had  now  joined 
Maphuze  Khan  with  a  platoon  of  Europeans,  prevailed  upon  him  ta 
march  againft  the  enemy,  who  on  their  approach  retreated  to  Outra¬ 
maloor  ;  enfign  Pichard  finding  Maphuze  Khan  not  a  little  elated  with 
this  acknowledgment  of  his  fuperiority,  perfuaded  him  to  follow 
them,  and  attack  the  fort,  which  being  in  a  ruinous  condition^  a  ge¬ 
neral  aflault  was  given,  which  fucceeded,  and  the  enemy  ran  away  in  a 
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jianick  to  Gingee,  where  the}'  flint  themfelves  up.  This  fuccefs, 
lieverthelefs,  did  not  induce  Maphuze  Khan  to  proceed  as  he  had 
promil’ed  to’Tritchinopoly  ;  but  he  returned  to  Conjeveram  with  a 
refolution  not  to  quit  it  again  until  he  had  received  the ’money  he  had 
(o  often  demanded.  The  prefidency  finding  he  was  not  to  be  influ¬ 
enced  by  any  other  motive,  paid  him  50,000  rupees,  and  agreed  to 
pay  as  much  more  after  he  had  eroded  the  Coleroon  ;  this  and  the 
junction  of  the  large  detachment  fent  to  accompany  him,  left  him 
without  any  farther  pretences  for  delay,  and  he  began  his  march  from 
Conjeveram  in  the  beginning  of  July. 

Morari-row  returning,  after  the  vidlory  he  had  gained  over  Gaude- 
■row,  to  his  camp  on  the  other  Tide  of  the  Coleroon,  purfued  the  reft 
of  his  fcheme,  writing  to  the  Nabob,  who  was  then  juft  arrived  at 
Tanjore,  that  if  he  would  give  him  fecurity  for  the  payment  of 
300,000  rupees,  he  would  return  to  his  own  country,  and  never  more 
be  an  enemy  either  to  him,,  the  Englifli,  or  the  Tanjorines.  The- 
Nabob  having  no  money,  applied,  as  the  MJorattqe  had  forefeen,  to 
■the  king  of  Taujore,  who  after  many  meetings  confented  to  furnifh 
it,  and  the  articles  were..drawn  up  and  figned,  ftipulating  that  50,00 a 
rupees  fhould  be  paid  as  foon-  as  the  Morattoes  arrived  at  Volcondah, 
100,000  more  when  they  came  to  the  pafs  of  the  weftern  mountains, 
and  the  remaining  156,000  when  they  arrived  in  their  qwu  country. 
Whilft  this  tranfa&ion  was  carrying  on  at  Tanjore,  Morari-row  ac¬ 
quainted  the  regent  of  Myfore  that  he  was  iii  treaty  with  the  Nabob, 
but  offered  if  the  Myforean  would  pay  him  the  arrears  he  had  fo 
■often  demanded  to  return  to  his  affiftance  :  the  regent  fent  him  what 
money  he  could  fpare,  about  50,000  rupees,  which  the  Morattoe  no 
fooner  received  than  he  marched  away  with  all  his  troops  to  Volcon-’ 
dah,  and  in  the  beginning  of  July  left  the  province  and  went  to  his 
•own  country,  which  lays  about  1 30  miles  north-eaft  from  Arcot. 
Here  Morari-row,  after  he' furrenclered  TritdiinOpoiv  to  Nizam-al- 
muluck  in  1  746,  was  permitted  to  creel  a  principalitv,  dependant  in¬ 
deed  on  the  Soubah  of  the  Decan,  but  independant  of  bis  own  nation  : 
as  all  new  Hates  are  concluded  with  more  vigour  and  attention  than 
fuohas  have  been  long  eftablifhed,  he  foon  made  lnmielf  admired  and 
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•  754.  refpe&ed  by  his  neighbours,  enlifting  none  of  his  countrymen^  but 
fucli  as  were  of  approved  valour,  and  treating  them  fo  well,  that  they 
never  entertained  any  thoughts  of  quitting  him  :  on  the  contrary  the 
whole  army  leemed  as  one  family ;  the  fpirit  of  exploit  which  he  con¬ 
trived  to  keep  up  amongft  them  by  equitable  partitions  of  plunder, 
rendered  them  fond  of  their  fatigues,  and  they  never  complained  but 
when  they  had  nothing  to  do.  The  choice  he  made  of  his  officers 
ftill  more  difeovered  his  capacity  ;  for  there  was  not  a  commander  of 
100  horfe  who  was  not  fit  to  command  the  whole ;  notwithftanding 
which  every  one  was  contented  in  his  particular  flatioti,  and  they  all 
lived  in  perfeft  harmony  rvith  each  other,  and  in  perfefi  obedience  to 
their  general.  .  So  that  this  body  of  troops  were,  without  exception, 
the  bed:  foldiers  of  native  Indians  at  this  time  in  Indoftan.  Befides 
the  qualities  common  to  the  reft  of  the  Morattoe  nation,  fuch  as  ac¬ 
tivity,  ftratagem,  great  dexterity  in  the  management  of  their  horfes 
and  fabres,  they  had  by  their  conflifts  againft  Europeans  furmounted 
in  a  great  degree  the  terror  of  fire-arms,  although  oppofed  to  them 
with  the  fteadieft  difeipline ;  and  what  is  more  extraordinary,  were 
even  capable  of  Handing  againft  the  vivacity  of  a  cannonade  from 
field  pieces  :  although  this  terrible  annoyance,  never  made  ufe  of  in 
India  before  the  war  we  are  commemorating,  continued  to  flrike  all 
other  Indian  troops  with  as  much  terror  as  their  anceftors  felt  when 
regular  mufketry  was  firft  employed  againft  them. 

Immediately  after  the  departure  of  the  Englilh  army,  the  garrifon 
of  Tritchinopoly  received  two  or  three  convoys  from  the  woods,  upon 
which  the  enemy  crofted  the  Caveri,  and  encamped  on  the  plain, 

,  firft  at  Chucklypollam,  and  afterwards  to  the  fouth  of  the  city, 

changing  their  camp  feveral  times,  between  Elimiferum  and  the  five 
rocks :  their  patroles  conftaiitly  traverfing  this  line  rendered  it  im- 
poftible  for  the  Sepoys  at  Killanore  to  pafswith  any  more  provifions, 
and  the  garrifon  were  obliged  to  live  on  their  ftock,  which  with 
fparing  management  might  laft  for  three  months.  More  than  one 
had  already  elapfed  before  the  treaty  with  the  Morattoes  was  concluded 
at  Tanjore  ;  after  which  major  Lawrence,  anxious  to  return,  prefled 
Monac-gee  to  march.  Few  of  the  generals  of  India  have  any  notion 
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of  the  yalue  of  time  in  military  operations,  and  Monac-gee  either 
pretended  “or  found  fuck  difficulties  in  recruiting  his  cavalry,  that  he 
declared  be  could  not  be  ready  before  the  end  of  July.  Wearied  with 
thefe  delays,  and  hoping  that  1'uch  a  mark  of  his  impatience  would 
excite  the  Tanjoriues  to  follow  him,  major  Lawrence,  accompanied 
by  the'Nabob,  marched  away  with  the  Englifh  troops  from  Tanjore- 
on  the  22(1,  and  encamped  at  Atchcmpettah,  a  town  in  the  woods 
belonging  to  the  Colleries,  about  twelve  miles  well  from  Tanjore  :: 
five  days  after  Monac-gee  fet  up  his  ftandard  and  joined  him  with 
the  Tanjorine  army;  but  he  now  declared  that  his  troops  would  be 
greatly  diffatisfied  if  they  proceeded  any  farther  before  Maphuze: 
Khan  with  the  reinforcement  that  accompanied  him  Came  up.  The 
Nabob  likewife  prefling  major  Lawrence  to  wait  for  tbofe  troops,  he. 
much  againft  his  will  confentcd,  but  obliged  Monac-gee  to  collect  a., 
quantity  of  provifions  fufficient  to  replace  what  lhould  be  confirmed 
by -the  Englifh  troops  in  the  field  and  in  Tritcbinopoly,  during  the 
delay  occafioned  by  this  refolution. 

At  this  time  a  revolution,  little  expefted  by  anyone  in  India, hap¬ 
pened  in  the  government  of  Pondicherry.  The  directors  of  the  Eng- 
lifti  Eaft  India  company  had  in  the  preceding  year,  made  reprefen- 
tations  to  the  miniftry  of  Great  Britain,  on  the  hoftilities  in  which 
th*ey  were  involved  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  and  follicited  the 
fupport  of  the  government  either  to'terminate  or  carry  on  a  war, 
which  their  own  refources  -were  little  able  to  continue  againft  the 
French  company,  ftrongly  fupported  by  the  adminiftration  of  France. 
The  Britifli  miniftry  foon  conceived  the  neceffitv  of  interfering  vigo- 
roufly,  to  flop  the  ambitious  projects  of  Mr.  Dupleix,  and  began  a 
negotiation  with  the  French  miniftry  on  the  l'ubjcft.  Mr.  Duvelaer, 
a  clireftcr  of  the  French  company,  together  witji  his  brother  the 
count  de  Lude,  who  had  both  of  them  refided  for  many  years  in  the 
Eaft  Indies,  were,  deputed  from  Paris,  to  treat  with  the  miniftry  in 
London,  and  had  frequent  conferences  with  the  earl  of  Flolderncffe, 
at  that’ time  one  of  his  majtfty’s  principal  fecrctarics  of  ftate,  who 
by  much  application  and  frequent  enquiries  from  all  perfons  capable 
of  giving  true  information,  had  gained  an  extcnnve  knowledge  of 
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the  fubjcci  ;  however  intricate  and  little  underftood.  This  nunifter 
hading  that  the  French  endeavoured  asulual,  to  gain  time' under  the 
pretence  of  negotiating,  prevailed  on  the  king  to  order  a  fqttadron  of 
men  of  war  to  be  equipped,  ou  board  of  which  a  regiment  was  to  be 
embarked  for  the  ICaft  Indies.  This  vigorous  refolution  convinced 
the  French. adminiftration,  that  a  perfeveranee  in  their  lchemes  of 
making  conquefts,  and  obtaining  dominions  in  ludoftan,  would  loon 
involve  the  two  nations  in. a  general  war;  for  which  France  was  in 
no  wife  prepared  :  and  they  confented  that  the  difputes  of  the  two 
.companies  fbould  be  adjufted  by  commiffaries  in  India,  on  a  footing 
of  equality ;  without-  any  regard  to  the  advantages  which  either  the 
one  or  the  other  might  be  in  poffelfion  of,  at  the  time  when  the  treaty 
fhoulc!  be  concluded.  It  now  remained. only  to  choofe  fuch  commiffa- 
.ries,  as  would  implicitly  fulfil  thefe  intentions,  and  the  French  them- 
.felves,  were  fo  fully  convinced  that  Mr.  Dupleix,  was  not  a  man  fit 
■to  be  trailed  with  a  commiflion,  which  contradicted  fo  ftronglv  every 
part  of  his  conduct  fince  the  beginning  of  the  war  of  Coromandel, 
that  they  forefaw  the  Englilh  miniftry  would  fulpedl  the  good  faith 
of  every  pacific  profeffion  they  had  lately  made,  if  they  lhould  offer 
.to  nominate  Mr.  Dupleix  .a  commifiary  to  adjuft  the  terms  of  peace. 
Having  therefore  no  alternative,  they  of  their  own  accord,  and  with¬ 
out  any  application  from  the  Englifh  miniftry,  took  the  refolution  ‘of 
removing  him  from  the  government  of  Pondicherry  ;  and  appointed 
Mr.  Godeheu,  a  director  of  the  French  company,  their  commifiary 
to  negotiate  the  peace,  and  at  the  fame  time  commander  general, 
with  abfolute  authority  over  all  their  fettlements  in  the  Eaft  Indies. 
The  Englifh  company  empowered  Mr.  Saunders,  and  fome  other 
members  of  the  council.of  Madrafs,  to  treat  with  Air.  Godeheu. 

On  the  ill  of  Auguft,  Mr.  Dupleix  received  advice  of  thefe  refill  u- 
;tions,  and  the  next  day,  a  Ihip  anchored  at  Pbhdicherry  with  Mr. 
Corleheu  on  board.  He  landed  immediately,  proclaimed  his  com- 
rniiTion,  and  took  upon  him  the  adminiflration  of  the  government; 
which  Mr.  Dupleix  refigned  to  him  with  the  lame  affectation  of 
compofure  and  ferenity,  that  he  had  always  ihewn  on  every  other 
difappointmeut  or  reverfe  of  fortune.  By  this  reafonable  conduct,  he 
preserved  himfelf  from  an  ignominy  which  was  ready  to  be  exer- 
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cifed  upon  .him,  in  cafe  lie  had  proved  refraGory,  for  Mr.  Godeheu 
was  furniftied  with  one  of  thofe  orders  figned  by  the  king,  which  fu- 
perledes  all  forms  of  the  French  laws  and  jurifprudence,  by  declaring 
the  perfon  againft  whom  it  is  directed  a  criminal  offtate,  and  renders 
all  other  peribns  guilty  of  high  treafon,  who  refule  to  a  flirt  in  carry- 
1  ing  the  mandate  into,  execution.  His  fucccffor  Mr.  Godeheu  nof 
having  occafion  to  make  life  of  this  extremity  of  his  power,  treated 
him  with  much  reflect,  and  even  permitted  him  to  continue  the  ex¬ 
hibition  of  thofe  marks  of  Moorifli  dignity,  which  both  Murzafa-jing, 
and  Sallabad-jing,  had  permitted  him  td  dilplay,  when  they  .ap¬ 
pointed  him  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic.  Theft  were  of  various  flags  and 
i  enfigns,  various  inftruments  of  military  rnulic,  particular  ornaments 
I; .  for  his  palankeen,  a  Moorifli  dreft  dirtinguifhed  likewift  with  orna-1 
j  merits  peculiar  to  the  Nabobfnip;  and  in  this  equipage,  he  went  with 
|  great  folemnity  to  dine  with  Mr.  Godeheu  on  the  feaft  of  St.  Louis. 

;  Mr.  Godeheu  immediately  on  his  arrival  acquainted  Mr.  Saunders 
of  the  intentions  for  which  he  was  fent  to  India  ;  and  as.  a  proof  of 
his  earneftnefs  to  accomplifh  them,  lent  back  to  -Iviadraft  the  com¬ 
pany  of  Swift  foldiers  which  Mr.  Dupleix  had  made  prifoners  as  they 
were  going  in  Maffoolas  from  Madraft  to  Fort  St.  David  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  preceding  year.  The  two  governors  entered  into  a 
corrcfpondence,  and  both  feemed  defirous  of  agreeing  to  a  fufpenfion 
of  arms,  bat  until  it  IhoukT  be  concluded  they  feemed  attentive  to 
loft  no  advantage  which  might  be  gained  in  the  field. 

The  orders  lent  to  harten  Maphuze  Khan  found  him  after  many 
uiinecefznry  delays  jurt  arrived  at  Fort  St.  David,  with  no  inclination 
to  proceed  any  farther.  This  indeed  now  fcarcely  depended  on  his 
own  choice,  for  his  troops,  grown  refraGory' from  their  conviGion 
of  hiS  incapacity,  refuted  to  march  before  they  received  more  money; 
nolwithftanding  the  prefidcncy  had  paid  50,000  rupees  when  they 
fc-t  out,  and  the  remaining  50,000  was  not  due  before  they  crofled 
the  Cokroon  ;  but  major  Lawrence  having  no  expectation  of  eiTcn- 
tial  fervicc.  from  inch  troops  withiiich  a  commander,  thought  it  un- 
necelTary  to  warte  either  more  time  or  money  to  procure  their  aflift- 
ance,  and  ordered  the  detachment  of  Europeans  to  leave  them  behind. 

On 


The  W, 


imam: 


Book  V. 


On  the  14th  of  Auguftthc  detachment  arrived  at  Atchempcttab,  and 
the  next  day  the  whole  army  was  reviewed  in  prefence  of  the  Nabob 
and  Monac-gee.  The  Englifh  troops  confiftcd  of  1200  men  in  bat¬ 
talion,  part  of  them  Topafles,  with  3000  Sepoys,  and  14  field  pieces: 
the  Fanjorincs  were  2500  cavalry,  and  3000  infantry  moflly  armed 
with  mufkets,  and  they  had  with  them  fome  pieces  of  cannon  :  the 
Nabob  had  only  his  guard  of  fifty  horfe.  On  the  1 6th  the  army 
marched  and  encamped  at  Natal-pettah,  a  village  in  the  woods,  fix 
miles  to  the  eaft  of  Elimiferum,  and  proceeding  the  next  dav,  en¬ 
tered  the  plain  about  a  mile  to  the  fouth-eaft  of  this  place,  intending 
to  pals  between  the  .fugar  loaf  and  the  French  rocks.  The  enemy, 
.informed  by  fcouts  of  their  approach,  marched  from  their  camp  at 
the  five  rocks  to  oppofe  their  paflage. 

A  deep  watercourfe,  fupplied  from  the  Caveri  to  the  eaftward  of 
Chucklypollam,  interfedls  the  plain  nearly  at  an  equal  diftance  be¬ 
tween  the  French  rock  and  Elimiferum,  and  ftrikes  to  the  fouth  of  the 
fugar  loaf  rock;  a  large  bank  ran  along  that  fide  of  the  watercourfe 
which  was  neareft  to-  the  enemy,  who  by  taking  poffeffion  of  this 
•bank  might  have  obliged  major  Lawrence. either  to  have  altered  the 
courfc  .of  his  march,  or  to  have  engaged  them  under  a  very  great  dif- 
.  .advantage:  but  their  commander,  Mr.  Maiffin,  for  realbns  not  pub- 
lickly  avowed,  negleded  to  avail  himfelf  of  this  advantage.  The  Eng¬ 
lifh  army  advancing  dole  by  Elimiferum  in  a  direbt  line  from  thence 
to  the  city,  perceived  and  were  furprized  at  this  neglefct ;  and  major 
I  .awrence  immediately  ordered  the  advanced  guard,  confifting  of  400 
Sepoys,  and  10b  Europeans  with  two  field  pieces,  to  proceed  brifkly 
and  fecurc  that  part  of  the  bank  and  watercourfe  over  which  he  in¬ 
tended  to  match.  As  thev  approached  the  enemy  cannonaded  them, 
but  did  nothing  more;  and  the  whole  army  loon  after  crofled  the 'bank 
without  interruption.;  after  which  they  halted  and  formed  in  two  lines, 
extending  obliquely  between  the  fugar  loaf  and  the  French  rocks  from 
the  watercourfe  towards  the  city.  The  firft  line  was  compofed  entirely 
of  the  Englifh  troops ;  the  battalion  with  the  field  pieces  in  the  cen¬ 
ter,  and  tlie  Sepoys  on  each  wing ;  in  the  fecond  line  was  the  bag¬ 
gage,  accompanied  by  the  Tanjorine  cavalry  and  Peons,  with  the 
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rear  guard  of  loo  Europeans,  and  400  Sepoys  :  in  this  order  they 
waited  for  the  enemy,  who  were  drawn  up  in  a  line  parallel  to  them-, 
at  about  the  diftance  of  a  mile :  their  battalion  having  been  rein¬ 
forced  the  night  before  with  200  men,  confifted  of  900  Europeans, 
and  400  Topaffes,  who  with  their  Sepoys were  on  the  right  near  the 
lugar-loaf  rock  :  the  Mylbre  cavalry,  about  io,oco,  extended  fo  far 
to  the  left,  that  many  of  them  were  draivn  up  to  the  weftward  of 
the  city  :  as  their  line  approached  the  French  advanced  three  field 
pieces,  which  cannonaded  the  left  of  the  Englilh  line,  but  were  foon 
filenced  by  a  fuperior  fire  ;  however,  the  enemy  continued  to  advance 
until  they  came  within  cannon  (hot,  when  they'were  fired  upon  from 
ten  pieces  of  cannon,  which  they  anfwered  with  eight.  The  Englilh 
fire  was  much  hotter  and  better  direfted  than  the  enemy’s,  and  in  a 
few  rounds  ftruck  down  more  than  fifty  of  the  French  battalion;  * 
upon  which  the  whole  went  fuddenly  to  the  right  about,  and  marched 
away  towards  their  camp  at  the  five  rocks,  in  the  fame  order  as  they 
had  advanced.  Major  Lawrence  preparing  to  follow  them  .received 
intelligence  that  his  convoy  was  expofed  to  a  danger  which  demanded' 
his  whole  attention  ;  the  rear  guard  by  fome  miftake  quitted  their 
ftation  during  the  cannonade,  and  formed  upon  the  right  of  the  firft 
line,  and  Monac-gee  likewife  quitted  the  convoy,  and  drew  up  the 
Tanjorine  cavalry  in  a  feparate  body  at  a  diftance,  in  order  to  pre¬ 
vent  th«Myforeans  from  falling  upon  the  right  flank  of  the  army 
and  baggage.  Hidernaig,  the  beft  officer  of  the  Myforeans,  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  in  this  part  of  the  plain,  and  feeing^  the  baggage  left 
without  protection,  ordered  fome  of  his  troops  ttftmufc'  the  Tanjo- 
rines  in  front,  whilft  he  himfelf  with  another  body  galloped  round 
tl'.c  French  rock,  and  fell  upotv  the  rear  of  the  convoy,  among# 
vflfich  they  created  no  final!  confufion,  and  leized  thirty-five  carts, 
fome  of  them  laden  with  arms  and  ammunition,  and  others  with 
baggage  belonging  to  the  Englilh'  officers.  Major  Lawrence,  as  loon 
as  he  difeovered  the  miftakes  which  had  given  rile  to  this  dilbrder, 
diredled  the  rear  guard  to  march  back  to  their,  ftation  ;  but  before 
they  arrived  the  enemy  were  gone  oft'  with  their  booty  towards. 
Chuckly-polkun.  A  parry  of  500  Topafles  and  Sepoys,  with  two 
guns,  had  croifed  the  Cavcri,  and  were  advancing  at  this  time  from 
B  b  b  *  Seringham 
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Scrmgham  to  take  pofieffion  of  the  French  rock,  which  being  per¬ 
ceived  b\  cnpia-u  Kilpatrick,  he  (allied  with  u  part  of  his  garrilon, 
ana  cannonoucd  them  lo  bnfklv  that  they  retreated  in  great  confufion 
to  the  illautl.  home  time  was  (pent  in  rc-affembUng  therlcattcred 
bullocks  and  coolies  :  alter  which  the  army  continued  their  march, 
ami  encamped  near  the  walls  to  the  iouth  of  the  city.  F.ight  Euro¬ 
peans  were  killed  bv  the  cannonade,  and  antongft  them- captain  Pigou, 
an  officer  ot  piotniiuig  Hopes,  whole  death  was  much  lamented;  near 
too  ot  the  hrciich  battalion  were  killed  and  wounded;  but  the  irre- 
folution  and  fainmefs  of  their  behaviour  this  day  was  not  imputed  lo 
modi  to  Want  of  couVage,  as  to  orders,  which  it  was  fcppofed  their 
commander  Mr.  Maflin  had  receiv  ed,  to  avoid  a  general  engagement. 

Tlie  (lock  of  provifions  brought  with  the  army  were  depofited  in 
the  city  for  the  ufc  of  the  garrilon,  and  major  Lawrence  determined 
to  get  fupplies  for  his  camp  as  ufual  from  Tanjore  and  Tomliman’s 
country ;  but  as  it  was  neceflary  to  drive  tils  enemy  from  the  plain 
before  this  could  be  effected  with  facility,  he  moved  on  the  20th  of 
Auguft  to  the  Facquire’s  Tope,  hoping  to  provoke  them  to  fight. 
'Phis  motion  produced  a  different  but  a  better  effeifl,  for  at  noon  they 
fet  fire  to  their  camp,  and  retreated  to  Moota  Chellinour,  oppofite  to 
the  head  of  the  ifland.  In  the  evening  Monac-gee,  with  the  Tanjo- 
rines,  inverted  Elimiferum,  where  the  enemy  had  a  guard  of  1  $0  Se¬ 
poys,  and  thirteen  Europeans,  with  one  piece  of  cannon ;  wfcjch  after 
very  little  refiftancc  furrendered  on  the  2 ad;  and  a  garrilon  of  too 
lingUfh  Sepoys,  with  a  few  artillery  men  were  left  to  fccure  it. 

Major  Lawr  ■c#fl  tiding  that  the  enemy  Ihewcd  no  inclination  to 
quit  Moota  ChelUnoor,  marched  from  the  Facquire’s  Tope  on  the  ill: 
of  September,  and  encamped  neare*  to  them,  to  the  north-weft  of  , 
Warriore  pagodas.  They  had  made  an  inundation  on  each  flank  "of 
.  their  camp;  the  Caveri  was  in  their  rear  ;  and  they  had  flung  up 
works  and  mounted  cannon  to  defend  their  front,  which  was  accef- 
fibk  only  by  one  road  leading  through  rice  fields  covered  with  water. 
Nolwithftanding  the  advantages  of  this  fituation,  they  had  not  cou¬ 
rage  to  continue  in  it ;  but  fufpecling  that  the  F.nglifh  intended  to 
attack  them  they  doffed,  the  river  in  the  night,  and  retreated  to  Se- 
lingham.  The  Englifh  took  poffellion  of  the  port  they  had  abaie- 
*  dotted,. 
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donec\,  and  finding  that  they  had  clone  much  mifcbief  to  the  water-  1754. 
cowries  which  from  tills'  place  fupply  the  ditches  and  refervoirs  of 
‘Tritchinopoly,  they  employed  fome  days  in  repairing  them;  after 
which  major  Lawrence,  in  compliance  with  a  promife  he  had  made 
to  the  king  of  Tanjore,  detached  Monac-gee  with  the  Tanjorine 
troops,  accompanied  by  a  party  of  230  Europeans,  600  Sepoys,  and 
two  field-pieces,  under  the  command  of  captain  Jofepli  Smith,  to 
Coi'iaddv,  in  order  to  proteft  the  coolies  emplpved  there  in  repairing 
the  great  bank  which  the  enemy  had  ruined  in  the  month  of  May. 

The  rqiny  feafon  being  now  fet  in,  the  reft  of  the  Englifli  battalion  - 
and  Sepoys  went  into  cantonments  in  Warfiore.pagodas,  on  the  i-jth 
of  September. 

At  this  time  a  fquadron,  under  the  command  of  admiral  Watfon, 
ccnfifting  of  three  fliips,  of  60,  50,  and  20  guns,  with  a  floop,  as  alio 
feveral  of  the  company’s  fliips,  arrived  on  the  coaft,  having  on  board 
the  49th  regiment  of  700  men,  under  the  command  of  colonel  Ad- 
lercron,  with  40  of  the  king’s  artiilery  men,  and  200  recruits  for  the 
company’s  troops.  The  ..French  likewife  liad'received  during  this 
feafon,  1200  men,  of  which  number  600  were  a  body  of  huffars, 
tinder  the  command  of  Fitfcher,  a  partizan  of  fome  reputation  ;  but 
the  reft  were  only  raw  recruits :  fo  that  both  fides  now  were  able  to 
bring  into  the  field  an  equal  force  of  about  2000.  Europeans;  but  the 
Englifli  troops  were  in  quality  fo  much  fuperior  to  the  French,  that 
if  this  long  and  obftina'tely  contorted  war  bad  now  refted  on  the  de¬ 
cision  of  the  fword,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  French  would  foon 
have  been  reduced  to  afk  for  peace  on  much  Ids  advantageous  terms 
than  the  proficiency  of  Msdrafs  were  obliged-  to  accede  to,  in  obedi¬ 
ence  to  the  orders  they  now  received  from  Europe.  Mr.  Godebeu 
’hunfclf  was  fcnfible  of  this  difparity,  and  dreading  at  the  fame  the 
advantages  which,  the  Englifli  might  derive  from  their  fquadron,  he 
fhewed  a  moderation  in  his  propofols  lufficient  to  induce  Air.  Saun¬ 
ders  to  agrc-s  to  a  fufpenfien  of  arms,  before  the  terms  of  die  treaty 
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French  had  troops,  on  the  i  ill)  of  October  ;  from  this  day  it  was  to 
continue  until  the  nth  of  January.  As  icon  as  it  was  proclaimed, 
major  .Lawrence,  who  now  received  a  commiffion  appointing  him  tc 
die  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  king’s  fervice,  quitted  Tritchi- 
nopoly  and  came  to  Madrafs,  where  he  was  prefented  by  the  presi¬ 
dent,  in  the  name  of  the  company,  with  a  fword  enriched  with  dia¬ 
monds,  as  a  token  of  their  acknowledgment  of  his  military  lervices. 
Thde  diftinCHons,  however,  did  not  countervail  his  lenfe  of  the  negleCt 
which  had  been  fliewn  him,  by  fending  colonel  Adlercron,  an  officer 
of  fuperior  rank,  to  command  the  Englifh  troops  in  India. 

The  two  armies  at  Tritchinopoly,  whilft  remaining  in  expectation 
of  the  fufpenfion  of  arms,  had  attempted  nothing  decifive  againft  each 
other  fince  the  French  retreated  to  the  ifland.  The  French  indeed 
detached  _a  flrong  party  to  cannonade  the  workmen  repairing  the 
great  bank  at  Coiladdy  and  thefe  troops  appeared  feveral  times  in 
light  of  captain  Smith’s  detachment,  but  were  by  the  vigilance  of  this 
officer  prevented  from  giving  any  interruption  to  the  work  :  fome 
other  parties  likewife  molefted  the  coolies  repairing  the  watercourfes 
at  Moota  Chellinoor,  but  they  defifled  as  fqon  as  .Mahomed  Iffoof, 
with  fix  companies  of  Sepoys  were  ftationed  there.  In  other  parts  of 
the  province  very  few  difturbances  had  happened  fince  Maphuze 
Khan  had  marched  from  Conjeveram  to  Fort  St.  David,  where  ke 
ftill  remained.  The  Phoufdar  of  Velore,  loon  after  he  releafed  cap¬ 
tain  Smith  in  April,  made  overtures,  offering  to  acknowledge  Maho- 
med-ally;  upon  which  the  prefidencyof  Madrafs  gave  him  in  writing 
a  promile  of  their  protection  fo  long  as  he  conformed  to  the  allegi¬ 
ance  due  from  him  to  the  Nabob ;  and  Abdul-wahab  the  Nabob’s- 
brother,,  made  a  treaty  with  him  on  the  fame  occafion. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1754,  Sallabad-jing  accompanied ,  by 
Mr.  Buffy  and  the  French  troops  took  the  field  to'oppofe  the  Morat- 
toe  Ragogee  Bonfola,  who  as  he  had  threatened,  had  began  to  ravage 
the  north-caftern  parts  of  the  Soubahfhip.  No  details  of  this  cam¬ 
paign,  any  more  than  of  the  others  in  which  Mr.  Bully  has  aCled,  are 
hitherto  publifned,  and  all  we  know  from  more  private  communica¬ 
tion  is,  that  the  army  of  Sallabad-jing  and  his  allies  advanced  as  far 
as  Nagpore  the  capital  of  Ragogee,  near  which,  after  many  Ikir- 
4.  miffie-v 
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miflies,'  a  peace  was  concluded  in  the  month  of  April  ;  and  at  the  1754,- 
end  of  May  Mr.  Buffy  came  to  Hyderabad,  refolving  to  proceed  into 
the  uewly  acquired  provinces,  in  which  Mr.  Moracinihad,  although 
not  without  difficulty  and  opposition,  eftablilhed  the  authority  of  iris 
nation.  ■  Jafter-ally,  who  had  for  forne  years  governed  Rajahmun-  ' 
drum,  and  Chicacole,  when  fummoned,  refolved  not  to  refign  them  ; 
and- finding  Yizeramrauze,  the  mod:  powerful  Rajah  of  thefe  coun¬ 
tries,  with  whom  he  was  then-  at  war,  in  the  fame  dilpofition  with 
htmfcif,  he  not’  only  made  peace,  but  entered  into  a  league  with  the 
Rajah;  and  both  agreed  to  oppofe  the  French  with  all  their  forcer 
in  co-ifequencc  of  which  treaty  they  applied  for  fupport  to  the-Eng- 
lifh  factory  at  Vizagapatnam,  as  alfo  to  the  prefidency  of  Madrafs 
the  Engliih  encouraged  them  in  their- refolution,  but  ivere  too  much 
occupied  in  the  Carnatic  to  furnifh  the  fuccours  they  demanded.- 
T’he  intcrefts  of  the  Indian  princes  aud  Moorifh  governors  perpe¬ 
tually  clafttiug  with  one  another,  aud  with  the  intereft  of  the  Mo¬ 
gul,  will  perhaps  always  prevent  the  empire  of Indoftan  from  coerc¬ 
ing  the  ambitions  attempts  of  any  powerful  European  nation,  when 
not  oppofed  by  another  of  equal  force  ;  much,  lefs  will  any  parti¬ 
cular  principality  in  India  be  able  to  withftand  fuch  an  invader.. 

Mr.  Moracin,  not  having  troops  enough  at  Malulipatnam,  to  re¬ 
duce  the  united  forces  of  the  Rajah  and  JafFer-allj',  made  overtures 
to  Vizeramrauze.  offcrinsr  to  farm  out  to  him  the  countries  of  Ra- 
jahrnundrum  and  Chicacole' at  a  lower  rate  than  they  had  ever  been 
Valued  at.  Such  a  temptation  was  perhaps  never  refilled  by.  any 
prince  in  Indoftan,  and  jafter-ally  finding  himfelf  abandoned  by  his 
a.iiv,  quitted  his  country  full  of  indignation,  and  determined  to 
take  refuge  with  Ragogee,  who  was  at  that  time  fighting  -  with 
Salkbad-jing  and  Mr.  BuflV  :  travelling  with  this  intention"  to  the 
weft  ward  he  fell  in  with,  a  large  body  of  Morattocs,  commanded  ’ 
by  the  fon  of  Ragogee,  whom  he  cafil/ presailed  upon  to  make  an 
Reunion  into  tire  Chicacole  countries  over  the  mountains,  which 
till  this  time  were  deemed  imuYIhble  bv  cavalry;  but  a  Polvsr.r,  ’ 
who  had  been  driven  out  of  .his  territory  by  llie  finish,  and' V.c-' 


his  flight; 


rok  tc 


1  !  f 


.  few  except  himfielf. 

Momm,-.-.,  U.iuo  tm;>  tiueierl  the  province  of  Chicacolc, 

ll  '  1  i  I  n  <d  i,  i  n|  lnpolTiblc,  lay  negligently 

cn  1  1  11  1  c  1  1  "  t  e  1  j  on  him  by  furprize,  they 

">  Itcif  ^i)i  i  j  i!  e  Rajah  hurried  away  to 

1  1  1  i  n  1 1  1  1  el  i  the-17  rench.  In  the  mean 

i.niio  the  biuicitluca  oaiiicd  fie  auu  Iword  tnrough  the  province,  and 
rooie  pai Ueul.-.j/y  tihcftcd  t ! iwir  ravages  aswnft  his  patrimonial  ter- 
f  i  r  e  c  1  o  i  th  y  i  rut  the  Dutch  raftory  of 

ijimlapatnani,  m  which  tney  rouna  levcral  cheils  of  treafure  ;  but 
thev  oiTcrcci  no  violence  ro  the  Lnghfn  faftory  of  Vizagapatnam.'  Mr. 

(i  ll  n  1  i  ailltie'b  i  e  had,  about  150  Euro¬ 
peans,  and  :;,eo  oepuys,  to  join  the  Rajah  s  army,  who  now  marched 
agamfc  the  enemy  ;  but  tuc  Morattoes  kept  m  feparate  parties  out  of 
his  reach,  until  tney  had  got  as  much  plunder  as  they  could  find 
means  to  cany  away  ;  which  having  lent  fonvardwith  a  confiderable 
effort,  they.  111  order  to  lecnrc  their  booty  from  purfuit,  marched 
with  their  mam  ooay  ana  offered  Vizeramrauze  battle.  The  fight 
was  maintained  irregularly  for  feveral  hours,  but  with  courage  on 
both  fides :  the  Morattoes,  however,  at  laft  gave  way  before  the 
French  artillery  :  they  neverthelefs  remained  fome  days  longer  in  the 
neighbourhood,  until  they  heard  that  their  convoy  was  out  of  reach 
of  danger ;  when  they  fuddenly  decamped,  eroded  the  Godaveri  at  a 
ford  which  they  had  difeovered,  and  palling  through  the  province  of 
Elore,  coaflecl  the  northern  mountains  of  Condavir,  until  they  got 
out  of  the  French  territories,  who  rather  than  expofe  their  provinces 
to  a  fecond  ravage  by  oppofing "their  retreat,  differed  them  to  proceed 
without  interruption  through  leveral  difficult  paffes  where  they  might 
eafily  have  been  flopped.  In  the  month  of  July  Mr.  Bully  came  from 
Hyderabad  to  Mafulipatnam,  from  whence  he  went  to  the  city  of 
Rajahmutidrum,  and 'fettled  the  government  of  his  new  acquilitions, 
in  which  the  French  were  now  acknowledged  fovereigns,  without  a 
rival  or  competitor ;  for  the  Morattoes,  content  with  the  plunder  they 
bad  gotten,  fhewed  no  farther  inclination  to  aflifl  Jaffer-ally  Khan  m 
the  recovery  of  .his  governments ;  who  having  no  other  refource  left. 
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.  flung  himfelf  upon  the  clemency  of.  Salabad-jing,  and  went  to  Au- 
rengabad,  where  he  made  his  lubmiffion. 

As  foon  as  the  fufpenfion  of  arms  was- declared  in  the  Carnatic,  . 
Mr.  Watfon,  with  the  fquadron,  left  the  coaft,  in  order  to  avoid 'the 
ftormy  monfoon,  and  proceeded  to  Bombay.  In  the  end  of  Decem¬ 
ber  commodore  Pocock  arrived  at  Madrafs  with  a  reinforcement' of 
two  men  of  war,  one  of  70,  and  one  of  60  guns.  By  this  time  Mr. 
Saunders  and  Mr.  Godeheu  had  adjufted,  as  far  as  their  powers  ex¬ 
tended,  the  terms  which  were  to  reftore  tranquillity  to  the  Carnatic. 

They  were  only  impowered  to  make  a  conditional  treaty,  which 
was  not  to  , be  deemed  definitive  until  it  had  received  the  approbation 
of  the  two  companies  in  Europe,  who  had  referved  to  themfelves  the 
power  of  annulling  or  altering  the  whole  or  any  part  of  it.  This  con- 
'  ditional  treaty  ftipulated  as  a  bafis,  that  the  two  companies  were  for 
ever  to  renounce  all  Moorifli  government  and  dignity  ;  were  never  to 
interfere  in  any  differences'  that  might  arife  between  the  princes  of  the 
country ;  and  that  all  places,  excepting  fuch  as  Ihould  be  ffipulated 
to  remain  in  the  poffeffion  of  each  company,  were  to  be  delivered  up 
to  the  government  of  Indoftan.  The  governors  then  proceeded  to 
give  their  opinion  what  places  each  might  retain  without  a  rifque  of 
engaging  them  in  future  wars,  either  with  one  another,  or  with  the 
princes,  of  the  country.  In  the  Tanjore  country  the  Englifh  were  to 
poflefs  Devi  Cotah,  the  French,  Karical,  with  the  diftricts  they  at  that  ■ 
time  held  -.  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel  the  Englifli  were  to  poiftis. 

I- Indraft  and  Fort  St.  David  ;  the  French,  Pondicherry,  with  diitmFls- 
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io  as  not  to  interfere  with  one  another.  Upon  thefc  conditions  a 
mice  was  to  take  place  between  them  and  their  allies,  on  the  coall 
ot  Coromandel,  until  the  anfwers  Ihoukl  be  received  from  Europe 
concerning  this  cont  ention.  Both  nations  obliged  themfelves,"  dur¬ 
ing  the  truce,  not  to  procure  any  new  grant  or  ceffion  from  the 
princes  of  the  country,  nor  to  build  forts  ;  but  they  were  permitted 
to  repair  fuch  fortifications  as  were  at  this  time  in  their  pofleflioii. 
Neither  were  to  proceed  to  any  ceffions,  retroceffions,  or  evacuations, 
until  a  definitive  treaty  fliould  be  concluded  in  Europe,  at  which  time 
were  to  be  fettled  the  indemnifications  which  each  was  to  receive  for 
the  expences  incurred  by  the  war. 

The  truce  to  which  this  conditional  treaty  gave  birth,  fpecified 
that  if  either  of  the  European,  nations  committed  any  afts  of  hoftility, 
or  incroaehed  upon  the  pofleffions  of  the  other,  commiflaries  were  to 
be  appointed  to  examine  and.adjuft  the  -dilpute  ;  but  if  the  Indian 
allies  of  either  fide  committed  violences  againft  either  of  the  two  na¬ 
tions,  both  were  to  unite  in  repulling  them :  it  was  likewift  agreed  to 
proceed  to  an  exchange  of  prifoners  as  far  as  the  number  taken  by 
the  French  extended;  this  was  only  250,  whereas  the  Englifli  had 
90°. 

This  convention  was  in  reality  nothing  more  than  a  ceffation  of  hofi- 
tilities  for  eighteen  mouths;  fince  there  was  no  pofitive  obligation'on 
•  either  of  the  companies  to  adopt  the  opinions  of  their  repreientatives 
exprefied  in  the  conditional  treaty.  I11  the  mean  time  the  French 
■  vene  left  to  enjoy;  without  interruption,  the  revenues  of  all  the  ter¬ 
ritories  which  they  had  acquired  during  the  war.  Thefe  incomes, 
according  to  the' accounts  publifihed  by  themfelves,  were,  from  Ka- 
rical  in  the  kingdom  of  Tanjore,  96,000  rupees;  from  the  eighty 
villages  in  the  diftrift  of  Pondicherry,  105,000;  from  Mafulipat- 
nam  with  its  dependencies,  from  the  ifland  of  Divi,  Nizampatnam, 
Devrecottab,  and  Condavir,  all  contiguous  territories,  1,441,000; 
from  the  four  provinces  of  Elore,  Muftapha  Nagar,  Rajahmun- 
drum,  and  Chicacole,  3,100,000;  from  lands  in  the  Carnatic, 
to  the  foutb  of  the  river  Paliar;  1,700,000;  from  the  ifland  of 
Seringham  and  its  dependencies,  which  Mahomed-ally  had  given 
up  to  the  Myforcans  when  they  came  to  his  affiftance,  and  which 
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the  IVlyforeans  now  gave  to  the  French,  ao< 
rupees,  equal  to  855,000  pounds  fterling.' 


;  in  all  6, 84a, 000 


The  accefiions  which  the  Englifli  had  made  d 
the  ufuai  incomes  of  their  fettlements  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel, 
were  no  more  than  800,000  rupees,  drawn  annually  from  lands  lying 
to  tne  north  of  the  Paliar,  mortgaged  by  the  Nabob  to  reiiriburle 
the  great  fum  of  money  they  had  defrayed  on  bis  account  in  military 
expellees.  It  was  therefore  evident  that  no  motive  of  ambition  had 
induced  them  to  cany  on  this  war  :  011  the” contrary j  the  continuance 
of  it  was  deemed,  and  perhaps  with  reafon,  incompatible  with,  the 
exigence  of  the  company;  otherwise  it  would1  be  impoflible  either 
to' account  for,  or  excule  the  conduft  of  the  direftors,  by  whofe  orders 
the  prefidency  of  Madrafs  was  obliged  to  conclude  a  truce  on  fuch 
■precarious  and  unequal  terms  as  would  enable  the  French  to  recomK 
mence  the  war  with  double  ftrength,  if  the  conditional  treaty  were 
not  accepted  by  their  miniftry  in  Europe ;  who  for  this  very  reafon 
might  be  ftrongly  tempted  to-  reje£t  it.  However  the  Englifli  kept 
one  advantage  in  their  power,  by  -not  releafing  650  prifoners  whom, 
they  had  taken  during  the  war  more  than  the  Freuch  had  taken  from  • 
them  ;  and  they  derived  another  advantage  of  the  gr.eateft  confe-  ' 
quence,  by  the  removal  of  Mr.  Dupleix  from  the  government  of 
P6ndicherry.  He  departed  on  his  voyage  to  Europe  on  the.  14th  of. 
October,  having  firft  delivered  his  accounts  with  the  French  company 
to  Mr.'Godeheu,  by  which  it  appeared  that  he  had  difburfed  011  their 
account  near  three  millions  of  rupees  more  than  he  bad  received 
during  the  courfe  of  the  war.  A  great  part  of  this  fum  was  furnifned 
out  of  his  own  eftate,  and  the  reft  from  monies,  which  he  borrdwed 
fit  intereft  from  the  French  inhabitants  at  Pondicherry,  upon  bonds 
difeuftion  of 


given  in  his  own  name.  Mr.  Godchcu  referred  ti: 
thefie  accounts  to  the  directors  of  the  company  in  Fr 


tending  that  Mr.  Duel 
authority,  rcfnleu  to  1: 
be  due  to  him  : 
companv  ;  but  t 
ings,  by  the  kin 
of  Mr.  Duplcix’s  daii 
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However,  they  gave  him  letters  of  protection  to  fecure  hin*  from 
being  profecuted  by  any  of  Ins  creditors.  So  that  his  fortune  was 
left  much  Ids  than  that  which  he  was  poffcffed  of  before  he  entered 
upon  the  government  of  Pondicherry  in  1742.  His  condud  certainly 
merited  a  very  different  requital  from  his  nation,  which  never  had  a 
fubjedt  fo  defirous  and  capable  of  extending  its  reputation  and  power 
in  the  Eaft-inches  ;  had  he  been  fupplied  with  the  forces  he  defired 
immediately  after  the  death  of  Anwar-o-dean  Khan,  or  had  he  after¬ 
wards  been  fupported  from  France  in  the  manner  neceffary  to  carry 
on  the  extenfive  projefts  he  had  formed,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that 
he  would  have  placed  Chundafaheb  in  the  Nabobfhip  of  the  Car¬ 
natic,  given  law  to  the  Soubah  of  the  Decan,  and  perhaps  to  the 
throne  of  Delhi  itfelf,  and  have  eftablifhed  a  fovereignty  over  many 
of  tile  moft  valuable  provinces  of  the  empire;  armed  with  which 
power  he  would  eafily  have  reduced  all  the  other  European  fettle- 
ments  to  inch  reftriftions  as  he  might  think  proper  to  impofe  :  it  is 
even  psobable  that  his  ambition  did  not  flop  here,  but  that  he  in¬ 
tended  to  expel  all  other  Europeans  out  of  Indoftan,  and  afterwards 
from  all  other  parts  of  the  Eaft-Indies,  for  he  was  known  often  to 
fay,  that  he  would  reduce  the  Englifh  fettlements  of  Calcutta  and 
Madrafs  to  their  original  ftate  of  fifhing  towns.  When  we  confider 
that  he  formed  this  jilan  of  conqueft  and  dominion  at  a  time  when 
all  other  Europeans  entertained  the  higheft  opinion  of  the  ftrength 
of  the  Mogul  government,  fuftering  tamely  the  infolence  of  its 
rreapeft  officers,  rather  than  venture  to  make  refiftance  againft  a 
power  which  they  chimerically  imagined  to  be  capable  of  over¬ 
whelming  them  in  an  infant,  we  cannot  refrain  from  acknowledging 
aud  admiring  the  fagacity  of  his  genius,  which  firft  difeovered  ant} 
defpiled  this  illulion.  But  military  qualifications  were  wanting  in' his 
compofition  to  carry  effe&ually  into  execution  proje&s  which  de¬ 
fended  fo  much  upon  the  luccefs  of  military  operations;  for  although 
iufficiently  verfed  in  the  theory  of  war,  he  had  not  received  from 
nature  that  firmnefs  of  mind,  which  is  capable  of  contemplating  in- 
frunt  and  tumultuous  danger  with  the  ferenity  neceffary  to  command 
an  army ;  nor  were  there  any  officers  at  Pondicherry  of  fufficient 
abilities  to  oppofe  fuch  as  we  have  ieen  commanding  the  Engliffi 
6  forces ; 
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forces;  for  as  it  was  Mr.  Dupleix’s  cuflom  to  remove  the  comfnan*  1754. 
der  after  a  defeat,  no  lefs  than  fix  had  been  employed  by  him  in  this  ■ 

‘  fiation  with  equal  ill  fuccefs  fince  flip- beginning  of  the  year  r 75s  :  ■ 
the  only  man  of  dilfinguilhed  capacity  who  feived  under  him,  was 
Mr.  BufTy,  and  his  conduit  to  this  officer  ffiewed  that  he  knew  the 
value  of  merit,  and  was  capable  of  employing  it  to  the  utmoft  advan¬ 
tage  ;  for  although  Mi-.  Bully  had  by  his  expedition  to  the  north¬ 
ward  acquired  much  reputation,  and  a  great  fortune,  he  beheld  his  . 
fucceffcs  without  the  leaf!  envy,  and  implicitly  followed  his  advice 
in  all  affairs  of  which  Mr.  Bully,  by  his  fituation,  might  be  a  better 
judge  than  himfelf ;  from  whence  it  may  be  prefumed,  that  inllead 
j  of  perforating  he  would  have  agreed  as  well  with  Mr.  De  la  Bour- 
donnais,  if  this  officer  had  come  into  India  with  a  cpmmiflion  de¬ 
pendant  on  his  authority  ;  but  his  pride  could  not  with  patience  fee 
an  equal  purfuing  fchemes  fo  different  from  his  own,  in  a  country 
where  he  was  laying  the  foundation  of  fo  much  greatnefs  and  repu¬ 
tation  for  himfelf.  Here,  therefore,  envy  obfeured  his  underfeanding, 
and  warped  his  mind  to,  injuftice :  in  his  private  life  he  is  neverthe- 
lefs  acknowledged  to  have  been  friendly  and  generous  to  fuch  as  had 
any  merit,  without  being  implacably  fevere  to  thofe  whole  incapacity 
or  milconduft  difconcerted  his  fchemes.  The  murder  of  Nazir-jing  is 
fhe  only  aft  of  atrocious  iniquity  which  is  imputed  to  him;  but  even  in 
this  no  proofs  have  ever  appeared  that  he  either  inftigated  the  Pitan 
Nabobs,  or  concurred  with  them  in  planning  the  affaffination  of  that 
prince.  He  no  fooner  quitted' Pondicherry  than  the  antipathy,  which 
many  had  conceived  again!!  him,  from  the  haughtinefs  and  pride  of  his 
demeanor,  fubfided ;  and  all  his  countrymen -concurred  in  thinking 
.  that  his  difmiffion  from  the  government  of  Pondicherry  was  the 
gfeateft  detriment  that  could  have  happened  to  their  interefts  in  India. 

The  treaties  were  publilhed  on  the  nth  of  January,  the  day  on  ly^'. 
which  the  former  fufpenfion  of  arms  ended,  and  two  days  after  Mr. 
Saunders  quitted  the  government  of  Madrals,  and  proceeded  to  Eng¬ 
land.  At  the  end  of  January  Mr.  Watfon,  with  his  fquadron,  ar¬ 
rived  from  Bombay  at  Fort  St.  David,  having  made  the  pafiage  * 
again!!  a  contrary  monfoon,  with  almof!  as  much  expedition  as  if 
they  had  failed  at  a  favourable  fcafon  of  the  rear.  In  the  beginning 
C  c  c  2  of 
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y  th 


,  H  io-  fulfilled  the  principal  intensions 
11  nd  I  i  ry  and  returned  to  France,  leav- 
'  envoi  iriiitn  more  limited  than  it  had  been* 
cm.  1  he  two  prefidencies,  now  at  peace 
1  oi  tention  to  manage  their  relpec- 
,  and  alliances,  to  the  bell  advantage,  with- 


Tne  ivhiOjeaus  couid  not  be  made  to  unde,rftand  that  they  were 
no  i  t  1  <=  f)  to  cor  t  1  oft  litics  again  ft  the  Englilh  or  the 
hi'o  a  A  1  i  ei  vi  1  n  •>  i  ed  by ‘the  French  to  return  to  bis 
own  country,  laid  titat  ne  was  under  n®  obligation  to  regard  any 
treaties  that  he  had  not  maae  himfelf:  that  therefore  hefhould  never 
lea  e  e  ^  t  ntil  1  let  ’Titchinopoly,  which  he  did  net 
deipair  of  enefhns  even  without  tneir  affiftance :  finding,  however, 
that  trie  Frencn  thou?;nt  tnemielves  obliged  to  acquaint  the  Englilh 
o  e  tl  I  e  n  at  put  in  pra&icc  for  this  pnrpofe,  he 

o  1  co  <y  o  ic  o  ooo  rupees  if  he  would  retire 

Vii  i  ctoo  tloc  cherry,  and  leave  him  at  liberty  to 
can  y  on  ms  projects  without  contronl:  the  Englilh,  however,  were 
under  no  apprenenfions  of  the  eftefts  of  them,  and  at  the  requeft  of 
the  Nabob  a  detachment  ot  500  isuropeans  and  2000  Sepovs  were 
ordered  to  proceed  into  the  countries  of  Madura  and  Tinivelly  fe. 
aftift  in  reducing  them  to  his  obedience.  Maphuze  Khan,  who  arrival 
at  Tritchinopoly  in  the  end  of  December  with  1000  horle,  was  ap-  ' 
pointed  by  the  Nabob  his  reprefentative  in  thole  countries,  and  joined 
his  troops  to  the  Englilh  detachment ;  the  Nabob  himfelf  likewise 
refolved  to  accompany  them  fome  part  of  the  way. 

Tins  artnv.  commanded  by  lieutenant-colonel  Heron,  an  officer. 
Intelv  arrived  from  England,  fet  out  in  the  beginning  of  February 
f  c  at  Warriore  pagodas,  and  halted  thirty  miles 

1  >]y,  at  a  village  called  Manapar,  where  the 

;  country  had  previoully  been  ordered  to 
t  to  fc  1  their  accounts  with  the  Nabob.  The  four 
1  1  !  c  el  the  fummons;  and  their  agents  gavrobli- 

t  c  1  o  1 1  the  tributes  that  were  due ;  but  the  Nabob 

u  rc  cc  tf  1  character  of  thefe  chiefs'  in  general,  defired 
that 
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as  to  imagine  that  either  he  or  his  brother  ever  had  any  intentions  of 
refioring  fo  valuable  a  booty,  which  would  make  the  fortunes  of  their' 
whole  family  ;  feeing  they  had  it  in  then-  power  to  retain  it,  at  no 
greater  expence  than  his  (ingle  life,  which  had  often  l>een  hazarded 
for  a  (ingle  meal:  he  added,  that  the  Englifh  could  not  blame  them 
for  having  contrived  the  efcaps  of  one  of  the  two,  when  both,  if  un¬ 
avoidable,  would  willingly  have  died  rather  than  reftore  the  hbrfes. 
i  hc  man  uttered  this  ridiculous  apology  with  the  appearance  of  fo 
much  indifference  to  the  fate  that  threatened  him,  that  it  moved  both 
,the  laughter  and  compaffiori  of  the  audience;  and  captain  Clive  in¬ 
terceding  with  major  Lawrence,  he  was  difmiffed  without  any  pu- 
nifhroent.  Father  Martin,  a  Jefuit,  who  refided  ten  years  in  the 
neighbouring  country  of  Morawar,  deferibes  the  Colleries  as  more 
barbarous  than  any  favages  in  any  part  of  the  globe  ;  afferting,  that 
when  two  of  the  nation,  either,  male  or  female,  have  a  quarrel  with 
one  another,  each  is  obliged  by  an  inviolable  cuftoni  to  fufter  and  per¬ 
form  whatfoever  torments  or  cruelties  the  other  thinks  propehto  in- 
flidl,  either  on  himfelf  or  any  of  his  family ;  and  that  the  fury  of 
revenge  operates  fo  ftfongly  amongft  them,  that  a  man  for  a  flight 
affront  has  been  known  to  murder  his  wife  and  all  his  children, 
merely  to  have  the  atrocious  fatisfaftion  of  compelling  his  adverfary 
to  commit  the  like  murders  in  his  own  family ;  but  fortunately  for 
the  honour  of  human  nature,  none  of  the  Englilh  officers  have  hitherto 
been  able  to  diftinguifli  anv  traces  of  thefe  diabolical  praflices,  and 
the  jefuit  (lands  (ingle  in  his  afiertion.  The  whole  country  poffeffed 
by  the  Pclygar  Lachenaig  is  fortified  either  by  nature  or  art;  for  it 
is  furrounded  by  hills  lying  at  fome  diftance  from  one  another,  which 
being  craggy  and  covered  with  bullies  and  loofe  (tones,  are  impaflable 
to  any  excepting  the  Colleries  themfelves ;  and  from  hill  to  hill  are 
flung  up  works  peculiar  to  the  rude  but  cunniiig  character  of  thefe 
people ;  for  they  conful  of  a  thick  wall,  compofed  of  large,  (tones  laid 
upon  one  another,  without  cement,  and  flanked  at  proper  diftances  by 
round  towers  made  of  earth,  well  rammed  down ;  before  the  wall  is 
a  deep  am!  broad  ditch,  and  in  front  of  the  ditch  a  broad  hedge  of  bam¬ 
boos,  fo  thickly  fet  that  it  cannot  be  penetrated  without  the  hatchet 
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The  army  began  early  in  the  morning  to  attack  a  part  of  this  bar¬ 
ker  :  the  field  pieces  were  placed  upon  an  eminence  from  whence  ' 
[hey  commanded  the  towers  that  defended  the  face  of  attack  ;  the 
Colie  lies  appointed  to  guard  the  towers  not  being  accuftomed  to  the 
annoyance  of  cannon  lhot,  foon  abandoned  them ;  but  numbers, 
neverthelefs,  armed  with  matchlocks,  and  bows  and  arrows,  perfifted 
in  defending  the  hedge,  hiring  tbemfelves  within  it,  and  firing  with 
excellent  aim  through  the  fmalleft  intervals;  whilft  others  appeared 
on  the  hills  on  each  hand,  leaping  and  bounding,  by  the  help  of  their 
long  fpears,  from  {tone  to'  (lone,  with  the  agility  of  monkeys,  and 
howling  and  fereaming  in  hopes  to  terrify  the  affailants  ;  but  as  foon 
as  they  found  themfelves  within  reach  of  their  fire,  they  gained  the 
fummits  again  as  nimbly  as  they  had  defeended  :  returning,  however, 
in  the  fame  maiiner  as  -foon  as  the  firing  ceafed.  At  length,  about 
ten  o’clock  in  the  forenoon,  the  army,  after  having  loft  fevered  men, 
forced  their  way  through  the  barrier, -when  Mahomed  Iffoof  was  de¬ 
tached  with  500  Sepoys,  fome  Europeans  and  a  field  piece,  to  attack  the 
principal  town,  diftant  about  four  miles  from  that  part  of  the  barrier 
through  which  they  had  forced  their  way ;  but  before  the  detachment 
came  within  fight  of  the  town,  they  were  unexpectedly  flopped  by 
another  circumvallation  of  the  fame  kind,  but  ftronger  than  the  firft  ; 
h?re  the  enemy  had'  affembled  their  whole  force,  and  defended  them¬ 
felves 'with  much  more  obftinaev  than*  before  ;  infomuch  that  Ma¬ 
homed  Iffoof,  after  iofing  100  Sepoys  and  12  Euroncans.  was  oblio-ed 
to  fend  for  fuccours  from  the  main  body ;  from  whence  a  partv  of 


abandoned  their  defences  and  difappeared.  T 
without  any  interruption  to  their  principal  ti 
Jikewil'e  deferted,  the  enemy  having  rctirei 
hills  out  of  the  reach  of  farther  purluit :  ho' 
that  they  fhewed  no  inclination  to  quit  his  co 


The  Nabob  now  returned  to  Tritcbinopoly,  and  t 
with  Maphuze  Khan,  proceeded  to  Madtir 
ten  days.  This  city,  fince  the  death  of  Allum  K 
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battalion  fet  out  from  Madura;  with  two  eighteen  pounders ;  but  the  1755. 
march  lying  through  a  rugged  road,  the  carriages  of  tbefe  cannon  '  '~~l 
*  broke  down,  and  there  were  no  fpare  carriages  to  replace  them  ;  fo 
that  when  the  troops  appeared  before  the  pagoda,  they  had  none  of' 
the  common  preparations  necefiary  to  attack  it,  having  even  forgot 
to  provide  leafing  ladders.  Colonel  Heron,  however,  thinking  it  a 
-  difgrace  to  retreat  after  he  had  fummoned  the  place,  determined  to 
force  his  way  into  it  by  burning  down  the  gate  with  bundles  of  ftraw ; 
an  expedient  which  probably  was  fuggefted  to  him  by  his  Indian  do- 
meftics,  in  whom  he  placed  great  confidence ;  for  we  have  feen  the 
natives  employing  this  method  of  attack  at  Achaveram.  The  mod;  ■ 
refolute  men  in  the  army  regarded  the  attempt  as  rafh  and  impracti¬ 
cable  ;  but  colonel  Heron,  to  filence  their  remonftrances,  let  the  ex¬ 
ample,  and  carried  the  firft  torch  himfelf.  Excefs  of  courage,  how¬ 
ever  defperately  or  abfurdty  employed,  feldom  fails  to  intereft  thofe 
who  are  ipeCiators  of  it,  and  often  obliges  them  to  participate  of  the 
danger,  even  againfl  the  convictions  of  their  reafon:  Mahomed  Uloof, 
the  commander  of  the  Sepoys,  who  had  more  than  any  one  ridiculed 
the  madnels  of  this  attempt,  no  fooner  faw  colonel  Heron  expofing 
himfelf  in  this  defperate  manner,  contrary  to  all  military  rules,  than 
he  followed  his  example,  and  accompanied  him  with  another  torch ; 
lb  that  the  two  principal  officers  of  the  army  were  now  feen  ailing 
the  part  of  volunteers,  leading  a  forlorn  hope.  Succels,  however,  con¬ 
trary  to  the  general  expefitation,  rewarded  their  endeavours,  and  in 
lefs  than  an  hour  the  gate  was  burnt  down,' when,  the  foldiery  rulhed  ; 
in,  and  in  their  firft  fury  put  feveral  of  the  garrifon  to  the  fword :  ' 
they  were  then  permitted  to  plunder,  and  nothing  as  ufual,  efcaped  1 
,  them  ;  for  finding  in  the  temples  of  the  pagoda  a  great  number  of 
little  brazen  images,  worfhipped  by  the  people  of  the  country,  and  j 
particularly  by  the  Colleries,  they  tore  them  down  from  their  pedef-  1 
tals,  hoping  to  fell  them  at  leal!  for  what  the  weight  of  the  metal  / 
might  be  worth.  After  this  exploit,  for  which  the  people  of  the  coun- J'i 
try  held  them  in  utter  deteftation,  the  troops  returned  to  Madura ;  *  ' 
where  leaving  a  garrifon  of  Europeans  and  Sepoys  for  the  fecurity  of 
the  city,  the  reft  of  the  army,  accompanied  by  Maphuze  Khan,  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Tinivelly,  and  arrived  there  about  the  middle  of  March. 

#  Ddd  This.' 
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This  town  is  without  defences,  and  no  body  appeared  to  oppofe'tbeit? 

.  entrance  into  it :  the  renters  of  the  open  country  followed  the  ex-* 
ample  of  the  capital,  and  acknowledged  the  Nabob  without  hefita-  ’ 
tion ;  but  many  of  the  neighbouring  Polygars  made  pretences  to  evade 
the  payment  of  the  tribute  due  from  them.  The  mod  confiderable 
of  thele  chiefs  was  Catabomanaig,  whofe  country  lies  about  fifty 
miles  north-eaft  from  Tinivelly;  and  it  being  imagined  that  the 
inferior  Polygars  would  not  hold  out  long  after-  he  fhould  have  fub- 
mitted,  a  detachment  of  200  Europeans,  and  500  Sepoys,  with  two- 
field  pieces,  were  fent  to  reduce  him. 

Some  days  after  another  detachment,  confiding  of.  too  Europeans, 
and  300  Sepoys,  with  two  field  pieces,  were  fent  to  attack  the  fort 
of  Nelli-cotah,  fituated  forty  miles  to  the  fouth  of  Tinivelly.  Thefe 
troops  fet  out  at  midnight,  and  performed  the  march  in  eighteen- 
hours  :  the  Polygar,  ftartled  at  the  fuddennefs  of  their  approach, 
lent  out  a  deputy,  who  pretended  he  came  to-  capitulate,  and  pro- 
mifed  that  his  mafter  would  pay  the  money  demanded  of  him,  in  a 
few  days ;  but  fufpicions  being  entertained  of  his  veracity,  it  was: 
determined  to  detain  him  as  a  pledge  for  the  execution  of  what  he 
had  promifed,  and  he  was  delivered  over  to  the  charge  of  a  guard. 
The  troops  were  fo  much  fatigued  by  the  exceffive  march  they  had' 
juft  made,  that  even  the  advanced  centinels  could  not  keep  awake, 
and  the  deputy'  perceiving  all  the  foldiers  who  were  appointed  to- 
guard  him,  faft  afleep,  made  his  efcape  out  of  the  camp,  and  returned1 
to  the  fort ;  from  whence  the  Polygar  had  fent  him  only  to  gain 
time,  in  order  to  make  the  neceffary  preparations  for  his  defence. 
This  being  difeovered  early  in  the  morning,  it  was  determined  to' 
ftorm  the  place,  of  which  the  defences  were  nothing  more  than  a'  • 
mud  wall  with  round  towers.  The  troops  had  brought  no  fcalihg 
ladders,  but  the  outfide  of  the  wall  was  Hoping,  and  had  many  clefts- 
worn  in  it  by  the  rain,  1b  that  the  afiault,  although  hazardous,  was 
neverthelefs  practicable.  It  was  made  both  by  the  Europeans  and 
Sepoys  with  undaunted  courage,  in  feveral  parties  at  the  fame  time  ; 
each  of  which  gained  the  parapet  without  being  once  repnlfed,  when 
the  garrifon  retired  to  the  buildings  of  the  fort,  where  they  called 
out  for  quarter  ;  but  the  foldiers,  ufual  in  defperate  afiaults,  were 
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fo  much  exafperated  by  a  fenfe  of  the  danger  to  which  they  had  ex-  175 5. 
pofed  themielves,  that  they  put  all  they  met.  to  the  fword,  not  ex- 
•  cepting  the  women  and  children,  fuftering  only  fix  perfons  out  of 
four  hundred  to  efcape  alive;  forry  we  are  to  fay,  that  the  troops  and 
officers  who  bore  the  greateft  part  in  this  fhocking  barbarity,  were 
the  braveft  of  Englilhmen,  having  moft  of  them  ferved  under  colonel 
Lawrence  on  the  plains  of  Tritchiuopoly  :  but  thofe  who  contem- 
plate  human  nature  will  find  many  reafons,  fupported  by  examples, 
to  diHent  from  the  common  opinion,  that  cruelty  is  incompatible 
with  courage. 

Meanwhile  the.Polygar  Morawar  was  fo  ddighted  at  the  fuccefs 
of  his  negotiation  with  colonel  Heron,  that  as  a  farther  proof  of  his 
good  intentions  to  the  Englifh,  he  ordered  5000  men,  under  the 
.  command  of  his  brother,  to  march  and  affift  them  in  reducing  the 
Poly  gars  of  Tinivelly ;  but  the  king  ofTanjore  and  Tondiman  hav¬ 
ing  many ‘years  been  at  implacable  variance  with  the  Morawar,  be¬ 
held  the  marks  of  favour  whiclr  had  been  ffiewn  to  him  with  the 
utmoft  jealoufy,  and  reprefented'  their  deteftation  of  them  in  the 
ftrongeft  terms  to  the  prefidency  of  Madrafs,  alledging  that  they 
themielves  could  have  no  reliance  on  the  friendlhip  of  the  Engliffi, 
if  they  faw  them  making  treaties-  with  their  mortal  enemies.  The 
prefidency,  unwilling  to  give  umbrage  to  thefe  allies,  whofe  affift- 
ance  they  might  probably  foon  ftand  in  need  of  again,  dire&ed  colo¬ 
nel  Heron  to  break  off  all  farther  communication  with  the  Morawar: 
thefe  orders,  however,  did  not  arrive  before  the  Morawar’s  troops 
""ere  advanced  within  five  miles  of  Tinivelly;  when  they  were 
abruptly  told,  that  if  they  did  not  immediately  march  back  to  their 
own  country  they  would  be  treated  as  enemies;  not,  however, 
imagining  that  the  Englilh  would  proceed  to  fuch  extremities,  they 
remained  in  their  camp,  and  endeavoured  to  commence  a  negociation; 
but  the  orders  which  colonel  Heron  had  received  were  fo  peremptory, 
that  be  thought  himfelf  obliged  to  march  and  attack  them  ;  on  this 
they  decamped  with  fuch  precipitation,  that  they  left  behind  them  a 
great  part  of  their  baggage,  with  fomc  horfes,  which  were  plundered 
by  the  Scpo)  s  of  the  advanced  guard. 

The  revenues  which  had  been  collected  during  this  expedition, 

#  Dddj  did 
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did  not  amount  to  the  expenccs  of  the  army:  part  of  the  tributes- 
were  embezzled  by  Maphuze  Khan,  and  part  was  likewife  diroinifbed 
by  the  prefents  which  colonel  Heron,  with  too  much  avidity,  con-  ° 
fen  ted  to  receive  from  thofe  who  had  accounts  to  fettle  with  the  go¬ 
vernment.  In  the  mean  time  Maphuze  Khan,  in  concert  with  co¬ 
lonel  Heron’s  interpreter,  contrived  every  means  to  make  the  ftate  of 
the  province  appear  lefs  advantageous  than  it  really  was ;  and  then 
made  an  offer  to  take  the' farm  of  the  Madura  and  Tiiiivelly  countries 
together  at  the  yearly  rent  of  i  ,500,000  rupees  :  this  propofal  was- 
icconded,  as  ufua],  by  the  offer  of  a  confiderable  prefent,  which  colonel 
Heron  accepted,  and.gave  him  the  inveftiture  of  the  countries. 

Whilfl  thefe  t  ran  fact  ions  paffed  to  the  fouthward,  the  Myforeans- 
remained  encamped  at  Seringham,  where  the  regent  had  been  dili¬ 
gently  employed  in  fchemes  to  get  poffeffion  of  Tritchinopoly  :  his 
principal  reliance  for  the  accSmplifhment  of  this  defign,  was  on  a 
bramin,  who  perfuaded  him  that  he  had  made  a  ftrong  party  in  the 
city,  and  that  he  had  feduced  many  of  the  garrifou  :  the  man  even 
carried  his  impofture  fo  far,  that  he  mentioned  the  time  when,  as  he 
pretended,  the  regent’s  party  in  the  city  defired  he  would  make  the 
attack.  The  regent,  elated  with  this  chimerical  hope,  could  not  re¬ 
frain  from  revealing  a  fecret,  which  gave  him  fo  much  fatisfaclion, 
to  M.  de  Sauffay,  the  commander  of  the  French  troops,  who  imme¬ 
diately  fent  intelligence  to  the  garrifon :  captain  Kilpatrick  returned 
him  thanks  for  the  information ;  but  to  fhew  the  contempt  in  which, 
he  held  the  military  charafter  of  the  Myforeans,  he  defired  de  Sauf- 
..ay  to  acquaint  the  regent,  that  if  he  would  venture  to  make  the  at¬ 
tack,  the  gates  of  the  city  fhould  be  left  open  to  receive  him.  Soon 
after  the  regent  received  news  from  Myfore,  informing  him,  that  a 
large  army  of  Morattoes,  under  the  command  of  Balagerow,  who  had  ' 
levied  a  contribution  from  his  country  in  the  preceding  year,  was 
approaching  again  to  the  frontiers  ;  and  that  Salabad-jing,  at  the 
head  of  his  army,  accompanied  by  the  French  troops  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Mr.  Buffy,  was  likewife  advancing  to  demand  the  Mogul’s 
tribute,  which  had  never  been  paid  fince  the  death  of  Nizam-al- 
muluck.  Alarmed  by  this  intelligence,,  he  immediately  prepared  to 
return  to  his  own  country,  and  on  the  1 4th  of  April,  the  great  drum, 
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the  fignpl  of  decamping,  was  beaten,  and  the  whole  army  eroding  the  1 755, 
Caveri  marched  away ;  leaving  the  French  in  poffeflion  of  the  ifland  ' — 
of  Seringham,  and  the  other  territories  which  the  Nabob  had  made  . 
over  to  him  on  his  arrival,  and  of  which  he  had  from  that  time  col¬ 
lected  the  revenues. 

■i  It  is  difficult  to  find  an  example  of  a  prince  conducing  himfelf 
with  more  weaknefs  than'  the-  Myforean  in-  the  courfe  of  this  war : 
the  Nabob  procured  his  affiftance  by  a  promife  which  he  never  in¬ 
tended  to  perform and  indeed,,  had  the  Myforean  been  endowed 
with  common  fagacity,.  he  might  have  forefeen  that  the  pofleffion  of  - 
Tritchinopoly,  the  objedt  of  all  his  endeavours,  would  have  been  the 
.  greateft  misfortune  that  could  have  happened  to  him,  fince  it  would 
,  certainly  fooner  or  later  have  involved  him  in  a  war  with  the  Mogul 
1;  government,  which  probably  would  have  ended  in  reducing  the  king- 
|  j  dom  of  Myibre  itfelf,  like  the  Carnatic,  to  he  a  province  of  the  em- 
|  pire,  The  Nabob’s  breach  of  faith  in  refilling  to  deliver  up  the  city 
!  ■  to  him, only  ferved  to  exafperate  his  .eageinels.to  get  pofleffion  of  it& 

|  which  rendered  him  as  great  a  dupe  to  the  promiles  of  Mr.  Dupleix,. 
as  he  had  been  to  thole  of  the  Nabob ;  for  it  is  certain,  that  he  at  laflr. 
difeovered  it  himfelf,  that  the  French  never  intended  to  give  him 
Tritchinopoly  if  they  had  fucceeded  in,  taking  it:  nor  was  he  lefs 
deluded  by  his  ally  Morari-row,  who  after  perfuading  him  to  affift 
the  French  agaiuft  the  Nabob,  deferted  him  as  foon  as  his  treafures- 
began  to  fail.  At  length,  after  having  wafted,  three  years,  ablent 
from  his  own  country  at  the  head  of  an  army  of  20,000  men,  he 
was  obliged  to  return  without  receiving.' the  leaft  compenfation  •  for 
the  expences  he  had  incurred,  or  any  fecurity  for  the  reimburfement 
of  them  :  for  what  reliance  he  might  have  upon  the  conditional: 
treaty  was  little  better  than  chimerical,  fince  many  untorefeen  events, 
might  render  that  convention  abortive. 

The  prefid.ency  of  Madrafs  hearing  of  Salabad-jing’s  approach  to 
the  weftern  confines  of  the  Carnatic,  entertained  fufpicions  that  he¬ 
n-fight  be  tempted,  notwithftanding  the  conditional  treaty,  to  enter 
the  province ;  from  this  apprehenfion  they  lent  orders  to  colonel 
Heron  to  return  immediately  with  the  troops  under  his  command.- 
to  Tritchinopoly :  however,  Maphuze  Khan  prevailed  upon  him  to- 

remain 


•  remain  tin  til  received  a  fecond  and  more  peremptory  ordes,  which 
came  foon  after;  upon  which  he  recalled  the  detachment  which  had 
been  lent  ngauifi  the  Polygar  Oatabomanaig,  and  prepared  himfelf 
to  quit  liniveily.  The  detachment  had  been  as  far  to  the  north-eaft 
as  Shillinaikenpettah,  the  principal  fort  of  the  Poly  gar,  who  on  their 
appearance  entered  into  a  negociation,  paid  fome  money  in  part  of 
the  tribute  due  from  him,  and  gave  hoftages  as  fecurity  for  the  reft; 
fome  money  was  likewife  received  from  feveral  inferior  Polygars,  but 
the  whole  coiledfion  did  not  exceed  70,000  rupees:  as  foon  as  the 
troops  received  the  orders  to  return,  they  ilimmoned  Catabomanaig 
to  redeem  his  hoftqges;  but  he  knowing  that  they  would  not  venture 
.  to  fray  any  longer  in  his  country,  made  fome  trifling  excufes,  and 
without  any  concern  fuffered  them  to  carry  the  hoftages  away  with 
■  them.  On  the  ad  of  May  colonel  Heron  quitted  Tinivelly,  but  in- 
ftead  of  proceeding  diredliy  to  Tritchinopoly,  fuffered  himfolf  to  be 
perfuaded  by  Map'huze  Khan  to  march  againfi  Nellitangaville,  a  fort 
#niated  about  thirty  miles  to  the  weft  of  Tinivelly,  belonging  to  a 
Polvgar  who  had  with  much  contumacy  refufed  to  acknowledge  the 
Habob’s  authority:  on  the  march  he  was  joined  by  the  detachment 
from  the  north.-eaft.  It  was  the  misfortune  of  colonel  Heron  to  place 
•the  utmoft  confidence  in  his  interpreter,  and  to  be  conftantly  be¬ 
trayed  -by  him  ;  for  before  the  army  arrived  in  fight  of  the  fort,  this 
man  had  informed  the  Polvgar  that  they  had  no  battering  cannon', 
and  that  they  would  not  remain  long  before  the  place :  the  Poly- 
gar,  therefore,  fecure  in  his  fort,  which  was  built  of  ftone  and  very 
ftrong,  anfwercd  the  furomons  with  infolence  ;  upon  which  the  field 
pieces  and  two  cohorns  fired  fmartly  upon  the  walls  for  feveral  hours  5 
but  this  annoyance  producing  no  effedl,  another  meliage  was  lent, 
.offering  that  the  army  phoukl  retire,  provided  he  would  pay  20,000' 
rupees.  The  Polvgar  relying  on  the  information  which  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  from  tlie  interpreter,  and  encouraged  by  this  relaxation  in  the 
terms  which  were  at  firft  propofed  to  him,  anfwered  with  great 
contempt,  that  fuch  a  liim  could  not  be  raifed  in  his  whole  country, 
and  that  he  knew  the  value  of  money  too  well  to  pay  a  fingle  rupee. 
By  this  time  the  army  were  much  diftrefied  for  provilious  of  all 
kinds,  and  the  Sepoys  ready  to  mutiny  for  want  of  pay  ;  both  which 
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Rlaphuze  Khan  had  promifcd,  but  had  neglcfted  to  fupply  ;  it  was 
therefore  determined  to  march  away  to  Madura,  where  they  arrived, 
accompanied  by  Maphuze  Khan,  on  the  2  ad  of  May. 

Colonel  Heron  flayed  no  longer  here  than  was  necelfary  to  refrefh 
the  men  and  fettle  the  garrifon,.  in  which  he  left  a  thoufand  Sepoys, 
under  the  command  of  Jemaul-faheb,  an  officer  of  fome  reputation, 
and  next  in  rank  to  Mahomed ,  Iffoof.  The  army  had  now  to  pafs 
one  of  the  moft  difficult  and  dangerous  defiles  in  the  peninlula,  fitu- 
ated  in  a  country  inhabited  by  Colleries,  who  had,  ever  fince  the  de¬ 
parture  of  the  army  from  Madura,  threatened  vengeance  for  the  lols 
-  of  their  gods  at  Coilgoody,  and  .had  already  given  a  fpecimen  of  their 
refentment  by'cutting  off  a  party  of  Sepoys,  which  the  commanding 
office!-  of  Madura  feiit  out  to  collect  cattle.  A  Collery  difcovered 
them  in  the  night  lying  fall  afleep,  without  any  fentinels,  and  imme¬ 
diately  went  and  brought  a  number  of  his  caff,  who,  coming  upon 
them  by  furprize,  ffabbed  every  one  of  them.  The  defile,  called  the- 
pafs  of  Nattam,  begins  about  twenty  miles  to  the  nOrth  of  the  city', 
and  continues  for  fix  miles  through  a  wood,  impenetrableevery  where 
elle,  to  all,  excepting  the  wild  beafts  and  Colleries  to  whom  it  belongs.- 
The.  road  of  the  defile  is  barely  fufficient  to  admit  a  lingle  carriage  at 
a’time,  and  a  bank  running  along  each  fide  of  it,  renders  it  a  hollow  . 
-way :  the  -wood  is  in  moft  parts  contiguous  to  the  road,  and  even  in- 
fuch  places  where  travellers  have  felled  part  of  it,  the  eye  cannot  pe¬ 
netrate  farther  than  twenty  yards. 

The  army  quitted  Madura  on  the  28th  of  May ;  a  party  was  fe lit 
forward  to  take  poff  at  a  mud  fort  called  Vollynattam,  near  the  en¬ 
trance  of  the  woods,  where  the  reft  joined  them  in  the  evening,  and 
the  whole  paffed  the  night  here.  The  next  .morning  at  day-break 
they  prepared  to  march  through  the  defile  :  and  it  being  reported  that 
the  Colleries’had  cu't  down  many  trees  to  obftrudt  the  way,  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  Europeans,  pioneers,  and  Sepoys,  were  lent  forward  under 
the  command  of  captain  Lin,  with  orders  to  clear  the  pafs  of  tfccfe 
incumbrances,  and  to  lcourthc  woods  on  each  fide  with  their  tire;  but 
captain  Lin  neither  finding  fuch  obftrufilions  as  had  been  reported,  nor 
even  dilcovering  the  leaft  appearance  of  an  enemy,  continued  his- 
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march,  and  halted  at  the  town  of  Nattam  on  the  farther  fide  of  the 
wood.  Some  time  after  the  reft  of  the  army  entered  the  pafs  in  the 
following  order  of  march  :  lome  companies  of  Sepoys  led  the  van; 
thefe  were  followed  by  a  lerjeant  and  twelve  Europeans ;  and  imme¬ 
diately  after  them  came  the  firft  divifion  of  artillery,  with  the  tum¬ 
brils  containing  military  ftores ;  then  followed  the  battalion  led  by- 
captain  Polier,  after  whom  marched  the  rear  divifion  of  artillery  and 
tumbrils,  which  were  followed  by  a  ferjeant  and  twelve  men,  and 
thefe  by  fome  companies  .of  Sepoys  :  then  followed  the  baggage  of 
.the  whole  army,  carried  by  bullocks  and  coolies,  with  feveral  ele- 
phants  and  camels  belonging  to  Maphuze  Khan,  and  accompanied 
by  fome  Sepoys  to  protect  them.  The  rear  of  the  whole  line  was 
clofed  by  a  guard  of  20  Europeans,  40  Caffres,  and  200  Sepoys,  with 
a  fix  pounder,  under  the  command  of  captain  Jofeph  Smith :  colonel 
Heron  with  a  few  horfe  proceeded  before  the  line.  Nothing  could 
be  blamed  in  this  difpofition,  excepting  that  the  commanding  officer 
fhould  have  been  in  the  center  with  the  battalion,  or  with  the  rear 
.guard,  which  ought  to  have  been  ftronger  :  but  the  report  from  cap¬ 
tain  Lin’s  party,  who  had  paffed  without  interruption,  removed  every 
apprehenfion  of  danger,  and  relaxed  the  fpirit  of  precaution.  The 
whole  army  had  entered  the  defile,  and  proceeded,  wondering  they 
few  nothing  of  an  enemy  of  whom  they  had  heard  fo  much  ;  when, 
by  the  careleffnefs  of  a  driver,  one  of  the  heavieft  tumbrils  belonging  to 
;the  rear  divifion  of  artillery  ftuck  in  a  {lough,  out  of  which  the  oxen 
were  not  able  to  draw  it:  the  officers  of  artillery,  however,  imagining 
that  they  fhould  foon  be  able  to  extricate  it,  buffered  the  troops  march¬ 
ing  before  them  to  go  on  without  calling  out,  or  fending  to  bid  them 
halt ;  and  the  officer  who  commanded  in  the  rear  of  the  battalion, 
feeing  feveral  of  the  tumbrils  following  clofe  up  with  him,  did  not 
fufpeft  what  had  happened,  and  kept  on  his  way  :  moil  of  the  Se¬ 
poys,  who  marched  behind  the  rear  divifion  of  artillery,  were  like¬ 
wise  buffered  to  pafs  the  carriage  in  the  flough,  and  proceeded  in 
the  rear  of  thofe  tumbrils  which  were  going  on.  In  the  mean 
time  the  carriage  refifted  feveral  different  efforts  which  were  made  to 
remove  it,  and  choaking  up  the  road,  prevented  the  other  tumbrils 
which  followed,  as  well  as  the  three  field  pieces  which  formed  the  rear 
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divifion*  of  artillery,  from  moving'on,  and  thefe  flopped  the  whole  line 
Of  the  baggage  :  thus  the  front  divifion  and  main  body  of  the  army  ^ 
\-tere  feparated  from  the  rear,  which  by  the  abfence  of  thofe  Sepoys 
belonging  to  it,  who  were  fuffered  to  proceed,  was  likewife  deprived 
of  a  great  part  of  its  force.  The  Colleries,  although  unperceived, 

!  kept  Ipies  nqpr  the  road,  watching  every  motion,  but  cunningly  re¬ 
frained  from  making  any  attack,  until  the  main  body  had  advanced 
two  miles  beyond  the  tumbril,  which  caufed  the  impediment,  when 
numbers  of  them  began  to  appear  near  the  rear  guardof  the  baggage ; 
but  the  fire  of  a  few  platoons  foon  obliged  them  to  retreat ;  and  as 
they  remained  quiet  for  fome  tinje,  it  was  imagined  that  they  would 
not  venture  to  make  another  attempt :  but  on  a  fudden  they  appeared  . 

I  j.  in  much  greater  numbers  at  the  other  end  of  the  line,  where  the 
tu  mbril  had  embarraffed  the  road,  and  attacked  the  rear  divifion  of  artil- 
|  lery;  here  the  whole  number  of  troops  did  not  exceed  a  hundred  men.  ' 

!  of  which  only  twenty-five  were  Europeans :  this  force  not  being 
;  fufficient  to  protedt  all  the  carriages,  the  two  officers  of  the  artillery 
prudently  determined  to  give  their  whole  attention  to  the  prefervation 
of  their  field  pieces,  and  of  the  tumbrils,  which  carried  their  powder 
and  ihot.  Thefe  happened  to  be  all  together  in  the  rear  of  fuch  car¬ 
riages  as.  were  laden  with  other  kinds  of  military  ftores  ;  but  fortu¬ 
nately  fome  of  the  wood  on  the  right  hand  was  cut  down,  and  afforded 
an  opening  which  commanded  the  road  in  front  where  the  enemy 
were  aflembled ;  the  officers  therefore  contrived  to  get  their  field 
pieces  into  the  opening,  from  whence  they  fired  fmartly ;  but  the 
Colleries  neverthqlefs  maintained  the  attack  for  fome  time  with  cou¬ 
rage,  and  with  a  variety  of  weapons  ;  arrows/  matchlocks,  rockets, 
javelins,  and  pikes ;  every  one  accompanying  his  efforts  with  horrible 
fere 3. ms  and  howlings,  and  anfwering  every  ffiot  .that  was  fired  upon 
them  with  the  lame,  outcries  ;  but  finding  themfelves  much  galled, 
they  at  length  quitted  the  road,  and  retired  into  the  thickets  on  each 
fide,  from  whence  they  renewed  the  fight  with  equal  vigour,  and  with 
better  fuccefs,  fince  the  artillery  men  were  obliged  to  divide  their  at¬ 
tention  to  many  different  parts  at  once ;  many  of  the  Colleries  now 
pufhed  into  the  road  among!!:  the  tumbrils  and  carriages,  and  with 
their  long  Ipears  ftabbed  the  draught  bullocks,  arid  wounded  or  drove 
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back  the  few  Sepoys  who  remained  to  guard  them  :  upon  tba  artil- 
lery  they  were  not  able  to  make  any  itnpreffion ;  for  the  gunhersy 
fenfible  that  the  cannon  were  their  only  refource,  fired  them  with 
great  vivacity  and  much  effeft;  and  captain  Smith  likewife  fenfible 
of  the  neceffity  of  protecting  the  artillery  at  all  events,  detached,  al¬ 
though  he  could  ill  fpare  them,  an  officer  with  a  company  of  Sepoys 
from  the  rear  guard  to  their  aflillance.  At  length  the  confufed  out¬ 
cries  of  the  enemy  were  on  a  fudden  changed  to  one  voice,  and 
nothing  was  heard  on  all  fides  but  continual  repetitions  of  the  word 
fivamy,  meaning  gods,  which  expreffion  they  accompanied  with  vio¬ 
lent  gefticulations  and  antic  poftures,  like  men  frantic  with  joy ;  for 
fome  of  them  cutting  down  the  tumbrils  they  had  feized,  difeovered 
in  one  of  them  mod  of  the  little  brazen  images  of  their  divinities 
which  the  Englifh  had  plundered  at  Coilgoody.  It  feemed  as  if  they 
could  not  have  received  more  delight  in  refcuitig  their  wives  and 
children  from  captivity-;  however,  after  their  gods  were  conveyed 
out  of  the  reach  of  danger,  they  renewed  their  attacks,  and  continued 
them  at  different  intervals  for  feveral  hours.  Mean  while  no  affift- 
ance  came  from  the  battalion,  nor  did  one  of  the  meffengers,  fent  by 
captain  Smith,  to  inform  the  commanders  in  chief  of  the  diftrefs  of 
the  rear,  return.  It  was  now  four  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  enemy, 
after  having  debited  fome  time  from  their  attacks  upon  the  artilleiy, 
fallied  at  once  again  unexpectedly  into  the  road  amonglt  the  baggage,  - 
coolies,  and  market  people  of  the  army,  killing,  without  diltinCtion 
of  age  or  lex,  all  they  met.  From  this  moment  every  thing  was 
hurried  into -the  utmoft  confufion  ;  every' one  flung  down  his  burden  ; 
and  men,  women  and  children  preffing  upon  one  another,  fled  to  the 
rear  guard  as  their  only  fanfluary :  captain  Smith,  unwilling  to  aggra7 
vate  the  fufferings  of  the  poor  wretches  by  firing  upon  them,  took  the 
xefolution  of  marching  back  out  of  the  defile  into  the  plain,  where  he 
drew  up  his  men  in  a  little  field  enclofed  with  a  bank,  and  placing  his 
field  piece  in  the  center  of  it,  waited  for  the  enemy ;  who  fiatisfied 
with  the  havock  they  had  committed,  did  not  venture  to  attack-  him, 
hut  retreated  and  difappeared  as  foon  as  the  defencelefs  multitude 
they  were  driving  before  them  had  got  out  of  the  wood.  Some  Laf- 
cars  and  Sepoys  were  now  fent  forward  to  deaf  the  toad  of  the  incum- 
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ferancfs  of  baggage  with  which  it  was  fcattered ;  after  which  the  1755. 
.  rear  guard,  divided  half  before  and  half  behind  the  field  piece  and 
■its  tumbril,  .proceeded ;  and,  fortunately  meeting  with  no  interruptions 

■  from  the  enemy,  loon  joined  the  rear  divifion  of  artillery,  who  had 
been  waiting  with  the  utmoft  anxiety,  expefting  every  moment  to  be 
attacked  again:  great  therefore  was  their  joy  at  being  thus  reinforced. 

It  was  now  dufk,  and  no  time  was  to  be  loft;  captain  Smith  there¬ 
fore  immediately  colledled,  what  bullocks  had  efcaped  the  enemy’s 
flaughter,  deftroyed  the  carriage  which  had  been  the  firft  caufe  of  the 
confufion  of  the  day,  and  drew  off  all  the  field  pjeces  with  their  tum¬ 
brils  of  ammunition,  leaving  behind  the  reft  of.  the  ftores,  with  the 
whole  baggage  of  the  army,  for  want  of  means  to  carry  them  away : 
about  two  miles  farther  in  the  pafs  he  came  up  with  the  battalion 
whom  he  found  lying  on  their  arms,  without  either  the  commander 
in  chief,  or  any-  one  of  the  captains  amongft  them :  for  thefe  five 
officers  had  all  been  fucklenly  taken  ill  about  noon’ with  the  extreme 
heat  of  the  day  ;  and  had  proceeded  in 'their  pallankins  through  the 
wood,  to  the  poll  where  the  advanced  guard  under  the. command  of 
captain  Lin  was  halting :  from  this  misfortune,  the  fubordinate  offi¬ 
cers,  left  without  orders,  had  not  ventured  to  make  any  difpofitions 
to  fuccour  the  rear,  notwithftanding  they  knew  the  danger  to  which 
it*  was  expofed.  Captain  Smith  now  took  the  command  of  the  bat- 

■  talion,  and  marched  with  them  through  the  wood  to  the  ftation  where 
the  advanced  guard  and  the  reft  of  the  officers  were  waiting.  Here  the 
army  paffed  the  night,  and  the  next  day  reached  the  town  of  Nattam, 
where  they  were  joined  by  a  detachment  from  Tritchinopoiy  :’lvia- 
phuze  Khan  accompanied  them  no  farther:  but  returned  tn  Madura. 

The  army  continuing  their  march  without  any  interruption,  arrived 
’on.  the  5  th  of  June  in  fight  of  Tritchinopoiy,  and  encamped  at  War¬ 
riors  pagodas:  colonel  Heron  was  loon  after  recalled  to filadrals,  where 
his  condudf  during  this  expedition  was  tried  by  a  court  martial,  by 
which  he  was  rendered  incapable  offerviug  the  company  any  longer. 

The  government  of  Pondicherry  law  this  expedition  into  the  fouth- 
ern  countries  with  a  jealous  cye,becaufc  they  law  the  ad  ■.  antages  which 
would  accrue  to  the  Nabob,  if  the  tc  o  h 

which  had  fo  long  been  rent  frem  t!  j  e  o  ' 
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be  annexed  to  its  government:  they  remonftrated,  not  only  that  the 
expedition  was  in  itfelf  a  breach  of  the  truce  with  Mr.  Codeheu,’but 
that  thefe  countries  belonged  to  themfelves  in  virtue  of  various  rights 
derived  from.  Chundafahcb,  and  the  king  of  Myfore.  Their  argu¬ 
ments  were  atifwercd  by  pretentions  equally  fpecious;  and  Mr.  Deley- 
rit  the  governor  of  Pondicherry,  naturally  a  man  of  moderation,  did 
not  think  it  worth  while  to  interrupt  the  expedition  at  the  rifque  of 
renewing  the  war  fo  early  after  the  ceffation  of  hoftilities ;  but  on  the 
iirft  occafion  acted  as  the  Englilh  had  fet  the  example. 

There  lieth  aboufrthirty  miles  north  of  Tritchinopoly,  and  immedi¬ 
ately  n.  w.  of  the  ft  frights  of  Utatoor,  a  large  tradt  of  woodland  coun¬ 
try,  called  Terriore,  of  which  the  chief  is  Riled -Rheddy,  a  diminutive 
of  Rajah  or  king.  This  country  during  the  war  before  Tritchinopoly 
had  been  overrun  by  a  detachment  of  the  Myfore  army,  aflifted  by 
fome  of  the  French  troops,  who  depofed  the  Rheddy  then  reigning,, 
and  placed  one  of  his  coufins  in  his  head.  The  Myforeans,  when 
they  retreated  from  Tritchinopoly  to  their  own  country,  left  the 
French  government  the  reprefentatives  of  all  their  rights  and  pre- 
tenfions  in  the  Carnatic;  and  the  new  Rheddy  having  for  fome  time- 
evaded  to  pay  his  tribute,  Mr.  Deleyrit,  in  the  month  of  June  lent 
500  Europeans  and  1000  Sepoys,  under  the  command  of  M.  Maiffin, 
to  punifh  his  difobedience.  Captain  Calliaud,  who  had  lately  been 
appointed  to  the  command  of  Tritchinopoly,  prepared  to  oppofe  the 
attempt ;  but  was  forbidden  by  the  prefidency  of  Madrafs,  who  hav¬ 
ing  enquired  into  the  titles  which  the  French  afferted  to  the  vaflalage 
of  Terriore,  was  fatisfied  of  their  validity.  M.  Mai/fin  after  fome 
qppofition  took  the  principal  town  in  the  middle  of  the  woods,  de¬ 
pofed  the  Rheddy,  and  reinftated  his  anteceffor.  Encouragd  by  this 
luccefs,  and  more  by  the  forbearance  of  the  Englifh,  he  marclied 
againft  the  Polygars  of  Arielore  and  Wariore  pollam.  The  woods  of 
thefe  chiefs  are  almoft  contiguous,  and  both  are  extenfive.  That  of 
Arielore  begins  about  fifty  miles  to  the  n.  e.  of  Tritchinopoly,  and 
ftretches  north  to  the  river  Valaru  ;  but  Wariore  lies  farther  to  the 
Eaftward,  and  extends  Southward  almoft  to  the  Coleroon.  Both  Po¬ 
lygars  had  at  different  times,  during  the  war  of  Tritchinopoly  paid 
money  to  redeem  the  fkirts  of  their  country  from  the  ravages  of  the  - 

Morattoes ; 


8bok  V.-  Hr  story  op  the  Carnatic.  397 

Morattoes  but’had  never  made  any  fubmiffions  of  fealty  either  to  1755. 
the  French  or  Myforeans ;  and  at  this  time  claimed  the  protection  1 — 

’of  the  Nabob,  whom  they  acknowledged  as  their  only  fuperior.  The 
prefidency  of  Madrafs,  therefore,  now,  without  helitation,. ordered 
Calliaud  to  march  from  Tritchinopoly,  and  moreover  threatened  to . 
fend  a'  force  from  Madrafs,  if  Maiffin  perfifted.  M.  Deleyrit  deterred 
by  this  vigour,  ordered  him  to  defift,  and  diftributed  his  troops  into 
the  uncontefteddiftrifft,  lubjeft  to  Pondicherry,  nearer  the  fea  coaft. 

Meanwhile,.the  prefidency  of  Madrafs,  recommended  to  the  Nabob 
to  come  from  Tritchinopoly  and  fettle  with  his  family  at  Arcot; 
where  Abdul-wahab  had  created  many  diforders  in  the- adminiftra-- 
tio'n,  lavilhing  away  the  revenues  with,  a  fpirit  of  diflipation  .that 
Would  foon  haveruined  the  province,  even  if  it  had  long'  enjoyed 
.the  higheft'  degree'ofprolperity.  ‘The  Nabob  acquiefced  to  this  ad¬ 
vice,  and  on  the  ninth  of  July  quitted'  Tytchiuopoly,  efcorted  by  300  j 
Europeans  and  roots  Sepoys,  under  the  command  of  captain  Polier. 

It  was  at  firftrintended’that  they  Ihould  proceed  direflly  acrofs  the  Ca- 
veri  and'  Coleroon  in  the  high  road  to1  Arcot;  but' the  rivers  were  at 
this  time  dwelled,  and  ftilf  more  ritque  was  apprehended- from' Maif- 
din’s  party,  then'  lying  before  Arielore.  It  was  therefore  refolved  to' 
proceed  through  the  country  of  Tanjore  to  Fort  St.- David,  where 
rheafures  might  be  taken  for  the' reft  of  the*  rout,  according  to  exigen-  • 
cies.  When  arrived  at  the  village  of  Condore,  the  king  fent  his  ge-  • 
neral  Monac-gee  with  a  numerous  train,  to  make  his  complime'nts  to 
the  Nabob.  This  interview,  like  moft  others  between  perfo;is  of 
fuch  rank  in  Indoftan,  paffed  in  the  ftrongeft  and  falfeft  proteftations 
of  an  inviolable  friendthip  ;  amongft  other  profefiions,- Monac-gee 
»  faid,  that  his  mafter'  kept  5000  horfe  ready  to  ferve  the  Nabob,  if 
rieceflary,  in  the  Carnatic;  and  the  Nabob,- whilft. he  extolled  with 
admiration  this  exceffive  mark  of  the  king’s  love  and  friendfliip,  whim¬ 
pered  to- captain  Polier  that  it- was  alia  lie.  From  Condore  they 
proceeded  by  the  ncareft  road  to  Fort  St.  David,  where  admiral 
Watfon  with  the  fquadron  under  his  command  was  then  lying,  hav¬ 
ing  returned  in  the  middle  of  May  from  the  bay  of  Trinconomalee, 
to  which  they  had  repaired  in  order  to-  avoid  the  fetting  in  of  the 
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fouthern  monfoon,  becaufe  it  is  fometimes  attended  by  a  hm?c1^np 
The  Nabob  went  on  board  the  admiral’s  (hip,  the  Kent,  of  fixty.fojjr 
guns,  and  having  never  before  feen  the  interior  ftruclure  and  arrang&- 
ment  of  fuch  a  machine,  could  not  fupprefs  his  aftoniftiment,  when 
conduced  into  the  lower  deck.  The  prefidency  of  Madrafs,  feeing 
no  probability  of  any  interruption  to  his  progrefs  from  Fort  St.  David, 
adviled  him  to  continue  his  march  without  delay,  but  accompanied 
by  the  fame  efcort.  On  the  nineteenth  of  Auguli  he  arrived  within 
a  mile  of  Arcot,  and  encamped  on  the  plain,  refolving  by  the  advice 
of  his  dervifes  to  wait  for  a  lucky  day  to  make  his  entry  into  the  city, 
which  fell  out  on  the  twenty-firft.  In  the  mean  time,  colonel  Law¬ 
rence,  Mr.  Walffi,  and  Mr.  Palk,  deputed  to  invite  him  at  Madrafs, 
arrived  at  his  camp,  and  contributed  to  increafe  the  fplendour  and 
reputation  of  his  entry  into  his  capital,  from  which  he  had  been  ab- 
fent  ever  fince  the  death  of  Nazir-jing.  .On  the  thirtieth,  he  came  to 
Madrafs,  where  after  feveral  conferences  with  the  prefidency  he  con- 
fented  to  make  over  to  the  company  fome  farther  alignments  on  the 
revenues  of  the  country,  in  order  to  reimburfe  the  great  expences 
they  had  incurred  in  the  war.  This  important  point  being  fettled, 
it  was  determined  that  he  (hould  proceed  with  a  ftrong  detachment 
to  colled!  the  revenues  that  were  due  to  him  from  fuch  chiefs  as  had 
hitherto  withheld  them  with  impunity,  more  particularly  from  feve¬ 
ral  polygars  in  the  northern  parts  of  the  province.  It  was  agreed 
that  half  the  monies  which  might  be  colledled,  (hould  be  paid  to 
the  company ;  and  that  a  member  of  the  council  of  Madrafs,  (hould 
accompany  the  Nabob,  in  order  to  fee  this  agreement  punctually 
'  ulfilled.  The  previous  meafurcs  for.  the  expedition  were  not  fettled 
before  the  monfoon  fct  in,  after  which  it  was  necefiary  to  wait  lomei 
days  until  the  firft  violence  of  the  raiiis  had  abated ;  lo  that  it  was 
the  latter  end  of  OCtober,  before  the  detachment  took  the  field.  .  It 
confided  'of '300.  Europeans  and  1500  Sepoys,  and  was  commanded 
by  major  Kilpatrick. 

It  foon  appeared  that  whatfoever  fubmiffions  had  been  made  in 
the  provinces  of  Madura  and  Tiniveliy,  during  the  expedition  qf  co- 
lend  Heron,  had  proceeded  iutirel)  from  the  dread  cf  the  JEngldh 
troops,  whofe  inti  cplditv  as  well  as  the  efficacy  of  th'eir  arms,  far  ex¬ 
ceeded 


Book’ V;  Madura  and  Tinivelly. 

cCedod  the  Modes  of  any  warfare  which  had  ever  been  feen  in  thefe 
countries;  and  they  were  no  fooner  departed  than  the  Colleries 
'fwarmed  abroad  again  into  all  the  fubjefted  cliflricis  that  lay  expofed 
to  their  depredations,  whilffi  their  chiefs  confederated  to  prevent  by 
more  effeftual  means  the  eftablifhment  of  Mapbuze  Khan’s  autho¬ 
rity.  from  this  time,  thefe  countries'  became  a  field  of  ho  little 
'  conflict,  and  continued  lb  for  feveral  years,  which  renders  it  necef- 
faTy  to  explain  the  various  interefts  which  produced  the  prefent  con- 
fufions,  fertile  afterwards  of'  more. 

When'Allum  Khan  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  175Z  matched 
from  Madura  to  the  affiftance  of  Chunda-faheb,  then  befieging  Tritch- 
inopoly,  he  left  the  countries  of  Madura  and  Tinivelly  under  the.  ma¬ 
nagement  of  three  Pitan  officers,  named  Mahomed  Barky,  Mahomed 
Mainach,  and  Na-bi  Cawn  Catteck ;  the  firft  of  thefe  was  generally 
known  by  the  appellation  of'Mianah,  thje  fecond-  of  Moodemiah;  but 
Nabi  Cav/n  Catteck  by  his  own  proper  name.  The'Nabob  Maho- 
medally,  when  alked  by  the  prefidency  of  Madrafs  for  proofs  to  inva¬ 
lidate  the  pretenfions  of  the  government  of  Pondicherry,  produced  a 
writing  faid  to  be  figned'by  thefe  three  officers,  and  dated  the  twenty- 
ninth  of  November,  1752;  by  which  they  acknowledged  his  fove- 
reignty  over  the  countries  of  Madura  and  Tinivelly ;  and  profeffed- 
themfelves  his  fervants  and  fubjecls.  At  this  time,  Chundafaheb  in- 
'  deed  had  perifhed  ;  but  the  Nabob  himfelf  was  involved  in  fuch  dif¬ 
ficulties  by  the  relentment  of  the  Myforeans,.  that' there  does  not  ap¬ 
pear  any  rcafen  why  the-Pitans  fhould  give  liich  a  declaration  yunlefs 
.  they  did  it  from  a  conviction  of  the  very  little  advantage  which  the 
Nabob  could  derive  from  it.  It  is  certain  they  never  afterwards 
>  heeded  thefe  proieffions  of  obedience,  but  continued'  to  aft  without 
Centroul,  and  acted-  only  for  themfelves;  granting  immunities,  remit¬ 
ting  tributes,  and  even  felling  forts  and  diftrifts  for  prefents  of  ready 
money.  This  venality  coinciding  with  the  .fpirit  of  indcpendance  and. 
encroachment  common  to  all  the  Polygars,  procured  them  not  only 
wealth,  but  attachments.  In  this  mode  of  licentious  government, 
they  continued  agreeing  amongft  themfelves  in  the  divifion  of  the 
fpoil,  and  ruling  with  much  power,  until  the  expedition  of  colonel 
Heron ;  when  Mianah,  who  commanded  in  the  city  of  Madura, 
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abandoned  it,  and  took  refuge  with  the  neighbouring  Polygajjj  -pf 
Nat  tarn  ;  Moodemiah  and  Nabi  Cawn  Catteck,  retired  from  Thri¬ 
ve]])-  to  the  Polygar  of  Nellitangaville,  better  known  by  the  name' 
of  Pulitaver.  All  the  three  only  waited  for  the  departure  of  the 
Englilh  troops,  to  difpute  the  dominion  with  Maphuze  Cawn,  when 
left  . to  himlclf. 

Amongft  other  alienations,  Moodemiah  had  fold  to  the  king  of 
Travancore,  a  range  of  diftri&s  extending  thirty  .miles  from  Calacad 
to  Cape  Comorin;  and  lying  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains  which  fe- 
parate  Travancore  from  Tinivelly.  The  fort  of  Calacad  with  feve- 
ral  others  of  lefs  defence  were  fold  with  the  diftricts.  The  kingdom 
of  Travancore  is  the.moft  fouthern  divifion  of  the  Malabar  coaft, 
ending  on  that,  fide,  as  Tinivelly  on  the  eaftern,  at  Cape  Comorin. 
It  was  formerly  of  finall  extent,  and  paid  tribute  to  Madura ;  but  the 
prefent  king,  through  a  variety  of  fucceffes,  fome  of  which  had  been 
gained  againft  the  Dutch,  had  added  to  his  dominion,  all  the' country 
as  far  as  the  boundaries  of  Cochin;  fo  that  it  now  extended  120 
miles  along  the  fea,  and  inland  as  far  as  .the  mountains  leave  any 
thing  worth  conquering.  With  .the  affiftance  of 'a  French  officer, 
named  Launoy,  the  king  had  difeiplined,  in  the  method  of  European 
infantry,  a  body  of  f  0,000  Naires:  the  people  of  this  denomination, 
are  by  birth  the-military  tribe. of  the  Malabar  coaft,  and  aflertin  their 
own  country  even  prouder  pre-eminences  than  the  Rajpoots,  who  in 
other  parts  of  India  are  likewife  born  with  the  fame  diftin&ion.  Be- 
fides  thefe  Naires,  the  king  maintained  20,000  other  foot,  of  various 
a’ ms:  but  had  very  few  horfe,  becaufe  little  advantage  can  be  derived 
from  their  fervice  in  his  country,  which  is  every  where  either  covered 
with,  kills,  or  interfered  by-rivers.  The  diftriCts  which  the  king  had 
purchafed  of  Moodemiah,  were  maintained  by  about  2000  of  his  irre¬ 
gular  foot,  who  having  no  enemies  to  oppofe,  were  fufficient  for  the 
common  guards  and  military  attendance,  which  in  Indoftan  always  fup- 
port  the  authority  of  the  government  in  the  collection  of  the  revenues. 
But  thefe  troops  on  the  arrival  of  the  army  with  colonel  Heron  at  Ti¬ 
nivelly,  were  fo  terrified  by  the  reports  of  their  exploits,  and  efpecially 
by  the  fanguinary  example  in  their  neighbourhood,  at  the  facking  of 
Ncllicotah,  that  they  abandoned  not  only  their  diftriCls,  but  the  fort 
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of  Calhcad  likewife,  which  were  foon  after  taken  pofleflion  of  by  a- 
.  detachment  of  300  horfe  and  500  foot,  lent  by  Maphuze  Khan  from 
*Tinivelly.  As  foon  as  the  Englifh  troops  retired  from  before  Nelli- 
tangaville,  and  it  was  known  that  they  were  recalled  to  Tritchino- 
poly,  Moodemiah  went  to  Travancore  in  order  to  encourage  the  king 
to  recover  the  diftri&s  which  his  troops  had  abandoned  ;  at  the  fame 
time  the  Pulitaver,  bolides  letting  loofe  his.  Colleries  to  plunder, 
formed  a  camp  ready  to  move  and  join  the  Travancores  as  foon  as 
they  fhpuld  arrive.  Maphuze  Khan  received  intelligence  of  thefe 
lchemes  and  preparations,  on  his  return  from  Nattam  and  Madura, 
and  immediately  proceeded  to  Tinivelly.  ' 

Belides  the  1000  Sepoys  belonging  to  the  Company  which  were 
left  with  him  by  colonel  Heron,  he  received  600  more,  raifed:  and 
fent  to  him  by  the  Nabob.;  but  thele  were  in  no  refpect  equal  to  the 
company’s,  who  had  been  trained  in  the  campaigns  of  Tritchinopoly ; 
and  Maphuze  Khan  himfelf,  having  no  military  ideas,  excepting 
that  of  levying  troops,  had  augmented  the  force  he  brought  with  him 
from  the  Carnatic  to  2500  horfe,  and  4000  foot.  Five  hundred  of 
the  horfe,  and  a  thoufand  of  the  foot,  were  left  to  defend  the  city  of 
Madura  and  its  diflridts ;  but  thc-company’s  Sepoys  proceeded  with 
him  to.  Tinivelly.  Before  he  arrived  there,  Moodemiah  had  returned 
with  2000  Naires,  and  the  fame  number  of  other  foot,  which  the 
king  of  Travancore  had  entrufted  to  his  command.  They  were 
joined  by  the  forces  of  the  Pulitaver  near  Calacad ;  where  the  troops 
Rationed  by  Maphuze  Khan  iri  thefe  parts,  alfembled,  gave  battle, 
and  were  routed  :  three  hundred  of  the  Nabob’s  Sepoys  were  in  the 
aftion,  wlio,  to  lighten  their  flight,  threw  away  their  mulkets,  which 
were  collected  by  the  Pulitaver’s  people,  and  regarded  by  them  as  a 
very  valuable  prize.  Immediately  after  this  fuccefs,  the  enemy  in¬ 
verted  the  fugitives  in  the  fort  of  Calacad  ;  .but  before  they  could  re¬ 
duce  it,  the  troops  of  Travancore  returned  home,  pretending  they 
were  recalled  by  the  emergency  of  feme  diftiirbances  in  their  own 
country;  however  it  is  more  probable,  that  they  retreated  from  the 
dread  of  encountering  the  army,  and  more  efpecially,  the  cavalry  of 
Maphuze  Khan,  which  were  approaching.  Moodemiah  went  with 
them,  and  the  Pulitaver  retired  to  his  fort  and  woods,  againft  which 
Fff  -  Maphuze- 
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Maphuze  Khan  proceeded,  and  encamped  near  the  fort,  wWefe  he 
could  not  take ;  but  in  this  fituation  repreffed  the  incurfion  of  thePufv 
taver’s  Collcries  into  the  cliflricts  of  Tinivelly,  and  content  with  thate- 
advantage,  gave  out  with  oftentation  that  he  had  fettled  the  country. 
Thefe  vaunts  were  foon  contradifted.  In  the  month  of  September. 
Moodemiah  returned  from  Travancore,  with  a  larger  body  of  troops, 
and  again  defeated  thofe  of  Calacad,  who  in  this  battle  buffered  more 
than  in  the  former ;  for  200  of  their  borfe  and  500  Sepoys  were  made 
prifoners;  and,  what  aggravated  the  lofs,  it  was  the  time  of  harveft, 
when  the  rents  are  collected,  of  which  the  Travancores  took  poffef- 
lion,  and  maintained  their  ground.  Maphuze  Khan,  neverthelefs,  con¬ 
tinued  before  the  Pulitaver’s  place;  whofe  troops  in  the  month  of  No¬ 
vember,  cut  off  a  detachment  of  two  companies  of  Sepoys  which  had 
been  fent  to  effort  provifions  t  they  were  of  thofe  belonging  to  the 
company,  and  the  commanders  of  both  were  killed.  No  other  mili¬ 
tary  events  of  any  confequence  happened  in  thefe  parts  during  the- 
reft  of  the  year. 

The  reduction  and  maintenance  of  Madura  and  Tinivelly,  were 
not  the  only  interefts  in  the  fouthern  countries,  which  perplexed,  and. 
occupied  the  attention  of  the  Englifh  prelidency.  In  the  month  of 
June,  they  were  furprized  by  a  quarrel  between  their  own  allies  the 
king  of  Tanjore  and  the  Polygar  Tondiman,  which  had  proceeded  to 
hoftilities,  before  any  fufpicions  were  entertained  of  the  animoiity.  It 
was  obvious  that  this  quarrel,  if  not  timely  reconciled,  would  produce 
the.  defection  of  one  or  other  of  them  to  the  Nabob’s  enemies.  The 
prefidency,  therefore,  immediately  ordered  them,  in  peremptory 
terms,  to  ceafe  all  military  operations ;  proffering,  however,  their 
mediation ;  and  ordered  captain  Calliaud  to  enquire  into  the  caulks 
of  the  difpute;  who  after  two  journies  to  Tanjore,  and  feveral  con¬ 
ferences  with  the  king,  with  Monac-gee,  and  with  Tondiman’s 
brother,  could  only  colled!  the  following  obfcure  account  of  it ;  fo 
averfe  were  all  parties  to  tell  the  truth.  In  the  year  1 749,  the  king 
fent  Monac-gee  to  attack  Arandanghi,  a  fort  of  ftrength  and  note, 
belonging  to  the  letter  Moravar.  Monac-gee  finding  his  own  force 
in'fufficient,  alked  afliftanee  of  Tondiman,  who  ftipulated  in  return, 
the  ceflion  of  Kelli-nelli-cotah  and  its  d  iff  rifts,  valued  at  300,000 
6  rupees 
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fupees*a  yean.  Arandanghi  was  reduced,  Tcmdiman  took  poffeflion  of  1755, 
the  diftridts,  and  preffed  Monac-gee  for  the  patents  of  ceflion  under  the 
king’s  teal;  but  the  king  difavowed  the  act  of  his  general;  on  which 
Monac-gee  purloined  the  ufe  of  the  teal,  and  delivered  the  patents  thus 
apparently  authenticated,  according  to  his  promile.  Towards  the  end 
of  1749;  Tanjore,  as  we  have  feen,  was  invaded  by  Murzafa-jingand 
Chundalaheb:  the  fubfequent  wars  fufpended  the  dilpute  between  the  ' 
king  and  the  Polygar,  whilft  the  common  danger  continued  ;  but  that 
pafl"ed,  the  broil  was  at  this,  time  renewed  with  inveteracy.  Monac- 
gee,  having  when  difgraced  in  1753  taken  refuge  with  Tondiman, 
ftill  bore  him  good  will;  working  on  which,"  an’d  the  king’s  timidity., 
captain  Calliaud  flopped  the  hoftilities  which  were  begun,  and  pre¬ 
vented  the  renewal  of  them  until  the  end  of  September;  when  the 
king  grown  impatient,  peremptorily  ordered  Monac-gee  to  march:  at 
the  fame  time,  Tondiman  could  not  be  induced  to  make  any  ftep  to¬ 
wards  an  accommodation,  but  faid  he  Ihould  defend  himfeif.  On  this, 

'  Calliaud  made  preparations  at  Tritchinopoly,  as  if  he  intended  to  take 
the  field  againft  both,  which  flopped  the  progrefs  of  the  Tanjorines 
for  fome  days  more,  when  they  moved  again ;  but  Monac-gee  having,, 
by  the  king's  order,  demanded  affiftance  from  the  little  Moravar,  con¬ 
trived  to  make  him  withhold  his  troops ;  by  which,  with  the  pretences 
.  of  want  of  money,  and  the  fear  of  Calliaud,  he  protra&ed  his  inac¬ 
tivity  until  the  end  of  December,  and  then  returned  to  Tanjore, 
without  having  done  Tondiman  any  harm. 

In  the  Carnatic,  no  events  tending  to  hoftilities  between  the  go¬ 
vernments  of  Madrafs  and  Pondicherry  happened  during  the  reft  of 
the  year  after  the  French  troops  retreated  from  before  Arielore;  but 
a  tedious  and  intricate  controverfy  was  maintained  between  them 
concerning  fome  diftrifls  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Carangoly  and 
Outramalore,  which  the  French  had  taken  pofTeflion  of,  without  any 
right  they  could  prove.  The  dilpute,  however,  after  fome  fharp 
altercations,  was  fettled  by  an  agreement  to  divide  the  conteftcd 
di Uriels  equally  between  the  two  nations. 

The  French  commilfary,  Mr.  Godeheu,  had  continued  Mr.  Bully 
in  the  management  of  affairs  in  the  northern  parts  of  the  Decan,  with 
the  fame  authorities  as  had  been  given  to  him  by  Mr.  Dupleix  :  Mr. 

Bulfy  remained  in  the  ceded  provinces  from  his  arrival  at  Maluli- 
'  F  ff  2  patnahi 
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pntnani  in  July  1754,  to  the  end  of  that  year,  continually  eirijstSyed 
in  fettling  the  government,  and  often  either  marching  in  perfon,'-©r 
fending  detachments  to  colled  the  revenues  from  the  Polygars  of 
chiefs  of  the  woodland  countries,  who,-  trailing  to  their  wilds  and 
faftnefles,  never  pay  but  at  the  point  of  the  fword.  In  the  beginning 
of  the  year  1755,  he  returned  to  Hyderabad,  where  he  found  Sali- 
bad-jing  ready  to  proceed  with  all  his  forces  againft  the  kingdom  of 
Mylore,  in  order  to  colled  a  long  arrear  of  tribute,  which,  be  pre¬ 
tended,  was  owing  from  this  country  to  the  Mogul  government.  The 
French  company  was  by  treaty  in  alliance  with  the  regent  of  Myfore, 
who  well  deferved  their  fervices,  in  return  for  the  expences  he  had 
incurred  in  a  flirting  them  during  the  war  of  Tritchinopoly.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  French  troops  with  Mr.  Bufly  were  obliged  to  aflift 
Salabad-jing  againft  any  powers  whom  he  might  think  proper  to 
treat  as  enemies  ;  for  it  was  on  this  condition,  without  any  exception 
of  the  Mvforeans,  that  he  had  given  the  northern  maritime  provinces' 
to  the  French  company.  In  this  perplexity,  Mr.  Bufly  refolved  to 
diftrefs  the  Myforeans  as  little  as  poflible  by  military  operations,  and 
to  ufe  his  bell  endeavours  to  reconcile  their  differences  with  the 
Soubah.  But  when  his  army  entered  their  country,  Mr.  Bufly,  con¬ 
trary'  to  his  inclination,  was  obliged  to  co-operate  in  the  redudion  of 
feveral  forts ;  although  he  all  the  while  correfponded  with  the  mini- 
ftry  of  Mylore,  recommending  terms  of  accommodation.  The  regent 
was  ftill  before  Tritchinopoly,  and  the  miniftry  fufpeding  that  any 
manifeftation  of  eagernefs  to  make  peace,  would  induce  more  impe¬ 
rious  conditions,  flint  tbemfelves  up  with  the  belt  of  their  forces,  and 
feemed  determined  tofuftain  a  liege  in  the  capital  of  Seringapatnam. 
But  an  unexpeded  event,  of  which  Mr.  Bufly  took  advantage,  foon, 
made  them  change  this  refolution ;  for  Balagerow,  at  this  very  tirfte, 
was  advancing  from  Poni  with  a  great  army  of  Morattoes,  in  order  to 
levy  contributions  in  the  country  of  Myfore;  and  the  miniftry  judg¬ 
ing  it  better  to  pay  one,  than  fight  two  enemies,  followed  Mr.  Bully’s 
advice,  and  invited  Salabad-jing  to  come  and  encamp  his  whole  army 
under  the  walls  of  Seringapatnam;  acknowledging  his  authority,  and 
confenting  to  pay  on  account  of  the  arrears  dbe  to  the  Mogul  govern¬ 
ment,  five  millions  and  two  hundred'thoufand  rupees.  At  the  fame 
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time,  Mr.  Buffy  negotiated  with  Balagerow,  to  difTuadehinvfrom  ra-  1755-. 
vaging  the  Myfcre  country ;  who  finding  he  could  not  profecute  his  ' — 
‘intentions  without  incurring  the.  hoftilities  of  Salabad-jing,  and  per¬ 
haps-gratified  by  a  part  of  the  contributions  levied,,  returned  quietly 
to  Poni.  ■  Salabad-jing  quitted  Seringapatnam  in  April,  and  in  his 
return  to  Hyderabad  exatied  the  fubmiffions  and.  levied  the  tributes 
due  from  feveral  Poly  gars  of  Viziapore...  The  army  arrived  at  Hy¬ 
derabad  in  the  beginning  of  July,  and  were  .not  employed  in  any- 
other  military  operations  during  the  remainder  of  the  year.. 

The  Englilh  fquadrou  found  no  enemies  to  encounter,nor  any  other- 
occafion  of  atiive  fervice  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel  fince  their  return, 
from  Bombay  in  the  month  of  January but  it  may  be  luppofed  that 
their  appearance  awed  the  government  of  Pondicherry,  and  contri¬ 
buted  not  a  little  to  produce  that  moderation  which  prevailed  in  the 
French  councils  after  the  conclufion  of  the  conditional  treaty.  They 
came  from  Fort  St.  David  to  Madrafs  in  the  end  of  July,  and  departed 
from  thence  on  the  10th  of  Oftober,  in  order  to  avoid  the  northern 
monlbon.  On  the  10th  of  November,  they  arrived  at  Bombay,  where 
they  found  feveral  of  the  company’s  fhips  lately  arrived  from  Eng- 
'  land,  with  a  confiderable  number  of  troops,  fent  with  an  intention  to: 
be  employed  on  a  lpecial  expedition  projected  in  London..  ~ 

*  The  Eaft-India  company,  whilft  uncertain  of  the  event  of  the  ne-  1756,. 
goqiation  in  India,  received  advices  of  the  acquifitions  which  Mr. 
Bufiyhad  obtained  from  Salabad-jing and  concluding  very  juftly  that  ■ 
negotiations  alone  would  not  induce  the  French  to  quit  fuch  .great 
advantages,  they  determined  to  flrike  at  their  power  in  the  northern 
parts  of  the  Decan  by  more  effeilual  means.  Aurengabad,  the  ca- 
.pital  of  this  divifion  of  the  Mogul  empire,  lies  no  more  than  one 
hfindred  and  fifty  miles  wc-fc  of  Bombay,  and  the  country  of  the  Mo-- 
rattoes  between  both :  a  friendly  intercourte  had  for  foroc  time  been 
kept  up  by  the  prefideney  of  Bombay  with  the  Saha  Rajas.  ;  and 
from  the  frequent  hoftilities  which  had  been  carried  on  by  his  gene-- 
ral  Balagerow  agmnft  Salabad-jing,  it  was  imagined  chat  the  Mo- 
rattoes  might  Ire  rendered  very  mftrumental  in  removing  the  French 
troops  from  the  fervice  of  this  prince:  it  was  therefor.:  determined  to 
affift  Balagerow  with  a  force  of  Europeans  the  firft  time  he  Ihould 
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march  againft  Salabad-jing,  who  it  was  hoped  would  be  (b  'ftfitefa 
alarmed  by  this  meafure  as  to  content  to  difiniis  the  French  troOjte 
from  his  fervice,  oil  condition  that  the  Englifh  retired  from  the  baflJ* 
ners  of  the  Morattoes  :  and  if  he  perfifted  in  his  attachment  to  the 
French,  it  was  determined  to  weary  him  into  a  compliance  by  vigo. 
rous  hoftilities,  in  conjunction  with  the  Morattoes. 

This  enterprize  required  a  commander  of  much  experience  in  the 
military  and  political  fyftems  of  the  country  ;  and  captain  Clive,  who 
was  at  this  time  preparing  to  return  to  India,  offered  to  conduit  it:  the 
company  had  rewarded  the  fervices  which  this  officer  had  already  ren¬ 
dered,  by  appointing  him  governor  of  Fort  St.  David,  and  by  obtain¬ 
ing  for  him  a  commiffion  of  lieutenant-colonel  in  the  king’s  fervice; 
but  from  that  dependance  on  the  miniftry  to  which  their  affairs  will 
always  be  fubject,  whilft  engaged  in  military  operations,  the  court  of 
directors,  in  compliance  with  very  powerful  recommendations,  ap¬ 
pointed  lieutenant-colonel  Scot  to  command  the  expedition.  This  of¬ 
ficer  went  to  India  in  the  preceding  year,  in  the  poll  of  engineer-ge¬ 
neral  of  all  their  fettlements,  but  died  foon  after  his  arrival  at  Madrafs. 
The.company,  however,  for  fear  that  this  or  any  other  accident  might 
prevent  him  from  undertaking  the  expedition,  defired  colonel  Clive  to 
proceed  to  Bombay  before  he  went  to  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  that  .if 
neceffary  he  might  be  ready  to  fupply  colonel  Scot’s  place.  The  troops 
lent  from  England  for  this-- fervice  were  three  companies  of  the  king’s 
artillery,  each  of  ioo  men,  and  300  recruits;  who  arriyed  at  Bombay 
in '  re  end  of  October ;  where  colonel  Clive  finding  that  colonel  Scot 
was  dead,  propofed  to  the  prefidency  to  undertake  the  plan  recom¬ 
mended  to  them  ;  but  they,  poflefied  by  too  much  caution,  imagined 
that.it  could  not  be  carried  into  execution  without  infringing  the  con-' 
vent  ion  made  by  Meffrs.  Saunders  and  Godeheu:  this  judgment,  how- 
eve!',  had  no  foundation  either  in  the  truce  or  in  the  conditional 
treaty,  in  which  all  mention,  both  of  Salabad-jing  and  of  the  French 
troops  in  his  fervice,  Teemed  to  have  been  ftudioufly  avoided.  The 
court  of  directors  had  explained  their  whole  plan  to  the  prefidency  of 
Madrafs ;  but  the  (hip  which  had  the  letters  on  board  was  unfortu¬ 
nately  wrecked  on  a  rock  lying  eight  hundred  miles  to  the  eaft  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  within  fight  of  the  continent  of  Africa ;  and  the 
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prefidency  of  Bombay  not  providing  for  fuc'n  an  accident,  bitt  fearful 
that  the  letters  they  might  write  on  this  fubjcdt  would  be  intercepted. 

’  fey  the  French,  contented  themfelves  with  only  fending  to  .Madrafs' 
.advices  of  the  arrival  of  colonel  Clive  with  the  troops,  without  ex¬ 
plaining  their  deftination  ;  however,  (lender  as  this  information  was,- 
it  ferved  to  fugged  to  fome  members  of  the  council  the  whole  extent 
of  the  company’s  intentions  ;  in  confequence  of  which  they  formed: 
a  plan  for  the  conduct  of  it,  which  they  recommended  in  the  drongeft 
terms  to  the  prefidency  of  Bombay;  but  before  thefe  letters  arrived,, 
that  prefidency  had  taken  the  refolution  of  employing  all  their  force, 
in  conj-undion  with  'Mr.  Watfoti’s  fquadron,  a’gaind  another  enemy,; 
who  had  long  been  formidable  to-  the  Englifh- commerce  on  that  fide 
of  India. 

>  The  Malabar  coad,  from  cape  Comorin  to  Surat,  is  interfecfed  by 
a  great  number  of  rivers,  which  difembogue  into  the  fea ;  it  appears 
that  from  the  earlied  antiquity  the  inhabitants  have  bad  a  drong  pro-- 
perifity  to  piracy,  and  at  this  day  all  the  different  principalities  on  the 
coad  employ  veffels  to  cruize  upon  thofe  of  all  other  nations  which: 
they  can  overpower.  The  Mogul  empire,  when  it  fird  extended  its 
dominion  to  the  fea  in  .the  northern  parts  of  this  coad,.  appointed  an- 
admiral  called  the  Sidee,  with  a  fleet  to  proteft  the  veffels  of  their . 
Mahometan  fubje&s  trading  to  the  gulphs  of  Arabia  and  Perfia,  from- 
the  Malabar  pirates,  as  well  as  from-  the  Portugueze..  The  Morattoes. 
were  at  that  time  in  poffefiionof  feveral  forts  between  Goa  and  Bom¬ 
bay,  and1  finding  themfelves  interrupted  in  their  piracies  by  the.  Mo¬ 
gul’s  admiral,, they  made  war  againd  him  by  fea  and'  land.  In.  this  war 
one  Conagee  Angria  railed  himlelf  from  a  private  man  to.be  com-- 
,  mander  in  chief  of  the  Morattoe  fleet,  and  was  entrufled  with  the  go¬ 
vernment  ofSeverndroog,onc  of  their  dronged  forts,  built  uponafmall 
rocky  ifland  which  lies  about  eight  miles  to  the  north  of  Dabul,  and- 
within  cannon  Shot  of  the  continent :  here  Conagee  revolted  againd 
the  Saha  Rajah,  or  king  of  the  Morattoes,  and  having  feduced  part  of 
the  fleet  to  follow  his  fortune,  he  with  them  took  and  deflroyed  the  red. 
The  Saha  Rajah  endeavoured  to  reduce  him  to  obedience  by  building- 
three  forts  upon  the  main  land,  within  point  blank  (hot  of  Severn- 
droog;  but  Conagee  took  tilde  forts  likewife,  and  in  a  few  years  got: 
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pofleflion  of  all  the  fea  con  ft,  from  Tamanah  to  Bancoote,  extending 
120  miles,  together  with  the  inland  country  as  far  back  as  the  modi*! 
tains,  which  in  feme  places  are  thirty,  in  others  twenty  miles  from  the' 
lea.  His  fucceffors,  who  have  all  borne  the  name  of  Angria,  ftrength- 
ened  themfeivcs  continually,  infomuch  that  the  Morattoes  having  no 
.hopes  of  reducing  them,  agreed  to  a  peace  on  condition  that  Angria 
fhould  acknowledge  th?  lovereignty  of  the  Saha  Rajah,  by  payifig  him  a 
finairannual  tribute;  but  they  neverthelefs  retained  a  ftrong  animofity 
.againft  him,  and  determined  to  avail  themfelves  of  any  favourable 
opportunity  to  recover  the  territories  he  had  wfefted  from  them. 

In  the  mean  time' the  piracies  which  Angriav,exercifed  upon  Ihips 
of  all  nations  indifferently,  who  did  not  purchafe  his  paries,  rendered 
him  every  day  more  and  more  powerful.  The  land  and  fea  breezes 
on  this  coaft,  as  well  as  on  that  of  Coromandel,  blow  alternately  in  the 
twenty-four  hours,  and  divide  the  day ;  fo  that  veflels  failing  along 
the  coaft  are  obliged  to  keep  in  fight  of  land,  fince  the  land-winds  do 
not  reach  more  than  forty  miles  out  to  fea  :  there  was  not  a  creek, 
bay,  harbour,  or  mouth  of  a  river  along  the  coaft  of  his  dominions, 
in  which  he  had  not  erected  fortifications  and  marine  receptacles,  to 
ferve  both  as  a  ftation  of  difcovery,  and  as  a  place  of  refuge  to  his 
veflels  ;  hence  it  was  as  difficult  to  avoid  the  encounter  of  them,  as 
to  take  them.  His  fleet  confifted  of  grabs  and  galivats,  veflels  pe¬ 
culiar  to  the  Malabar  coaft.  The  grabs  have  rarely  more  than  two 
mafts,  although  fome  have  three ;  thofe  of  three  are  about  300  tons 
■burthen ;  but  the  others  are  not  more  than  1 50 :  they  are  built 
to  draw  very  little  water,  being  very  broad  in  proportion  to  their 
length,  narrowing  however  from  the  middle  to  the  end,  whfere  in- 
ftcad  of  bows  they  have.a  prow,  projecting  like  that  of  a  Medi-' 
terranean  galley,  and  covered  with  a  ftrong  deck  level  with  the 
main  deck  of  the  veflel,  from  which,  however,  it  is  feparated  by  a 
bulk  head  which  terminates  the  forecaftle  :  as  this  conftruftion  fub- 
jefts  the  grab  to  pitch  violently  when  failing  againft  a  head  fea,  the 
deck  of  the  prow  is  not  .enclofed  with  fides  as  the  reft  of  the  veflel  is, 
but  remains  bare,  that  the  water  which  dalhes  upon  it  may  pafs  off 
without  interruption.:  on  the  main  deck  under  the  forecaftle  are  moun¬ 
ted  two  pieces. of  cannon  of  nine  or  twelve  pounders,  which  point  for¬ 
wards 
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wards  through  the  port  boles  cut  in  the  bulk  head,  and  fire  over  the, 
prow;  the  cannon  of- the  broadfide.  are  from  fix  to  nine  pounders. 
The  galiivats  are  large  row-boats  built,  like  the  grab,  but  of  fmaller 
dimenfions,  the  iargeft  rarely  exceeding  70  tons  :  they  have  two  uiafts, 
of  which  the  rnizcn  is  very  flight ;  the  main  mad  bears  only  one  fail, 
which  is  triangular  and  very  large,  the  peak  of  it  when  hoifted  being 
much  higher  than  the  .maft  itfelf.  In  general  the  galiivats  .are  co¬ 
vered  with  a  fpardeck,  made  for  lightnefs  of  bamboes  fplit,  and  thefe 
carry'only  petteraroes,  which  are  fixed  on  fwivcls  in  the  gunnel  of  the 
veffel ;  but  thofe  of  the  Iargeft  fize  have  a  fixed  deck  on  which  they 
mounfTix  or  eight  pieces  of  cannon,  from  two  to  four  pounders  :  they 
have  forty  or  fifty  flout  oars,  and  maybe  rowed  four  miles  an.  hour. 
Eight  or  ten"  grabs,  and  forty  or  fifty  galiivats,  crowded,  with  men,, 
generally  conapoled  Angria’s  principal  fleet  deftined  to  attack  fliips 
of  force  or  burthen.  The  veffel  no  fooner  came  in  fight  of  the  port 
or  bay  where  the  fleet  was  lying,  than  they  flipped  their  cables  and 
put  put  to  lea  :  if  the  wind  blew,  their  conftrudtion  enabled. them  to 
fail  almoft  as  faft  as  the  wind  ;  and  if  it  was  calm,  the  galiivats  row¬ 
ing  towed  the  grabs.:  when,. within  cannon  fliot  of  the  chace  they  • 
generally  affembled  in  her  ftern,  and  the  grabs  attacked  her  at  a  dil- 
tance  with:  their  prow  guns,  firing  firft  only  at  the  mails,  and  taking 
aim  ft'hen  the  three  malls  of.  the  veffel  juft  opened  ail  together  to 
their  view ;  by  which  means  the  fliot  would  probably  ftrike  one  or 
other  of  the  three.  As  foon  as  the  chace  was  difinafted,  they  came 
nearer  and  battered  her  on  all  fides  until  file  ftruck ;  and  if  the  .de¬ 
fence  was  obftinate,  they  fent  a  number  of  galiivats  with  two  or  three 
hundred  men  in  each,  who  boarded  fword  in  hand  from  all  quarters 
in  the  fame  inftant. 

’.It  was  now  fifty  years  that  this  piratical  ftate  had  rendered  itfelf 
formidable  to  the  trading  fliips  of  all  the  European  nations  in  India, 
and  the  Englifh  Eaft-India  company  had  kept  up  a  marine  force  at 
the  annual  expence  of  fifty  thouland  pounds  to  protect  their  own 
Ihips,  as  well  as  thole  belonging  to  the  merchants  eftablifhed  in  their 
colonies ;  for  as  no  veffel  could  witll  prudence  venture  fingly  to  pais 
by  Aneria’s  dominions,  the  trade  was  convoyed  at  particular  times 
up  anddown  the  fea  coafts  by  the  company’s  armed  veffels.  But  as 
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-this  force  confided  only  of  four  grabs,  two  of  which,  however,  rftoont- 
ec)  twenty  guns,  and  fix  gallivats,  it  was  deemed  capable  of  nothing 
more  than  to  proteft  the  trade  ;;  and  indeed  it  fcarcely  ever  did  any 
mifchief  to  the  enemy,  who  failing  much  better  than  the  Bombay' 
fleet,  never  fought  them  longer  than  they  thought  proper:  in  the 
mean  time,  Angria  feldom  failed  to  take  fuch  fhips  as  ventured  to  fad' 
without  company -along  his  coaft.  About  twenty-eight  ySars  ago' 
they  took  the  Darby,  a  drip  belonging  to  the  company,  richly  laden 
from  England,  and  more  lately  a  three  mart  grab  of  the  Bombay' 
fleet :  they  likewife  took  a  forty  gun  fhip  belonging  to  the  French' 
company;  and-  in  February,  1754,  they  overpowered  three  Dutch' 
fhips, 'of  50,  36,  and  18,  guns,  which  were  failing  together,  burning 
the  two  largeft,  and  taking  the  other.  In  1722,  commodore  Mat¬ 
thews  with  a  fquadron  of  three  fhips  of  the  line,  in  conjunction  with 
a  Portugueze  army  from  Goa,  attacked  one  of  their  forts  called  Coil- 
abby,  but  by  the  cowardice  of  the  Portugueze  the  attempt  proved’ 
unfuecefsful  :  and  two  years  after  that  expedition,  the  Dutch  with’ 
equal -ill  fuccefs  attacked  Gheria  with  feven  fhips,  two  bomb  veffels,, 
and  a  body  of  land-forces.  From  this  time  his  forts  were  deemed  im- 
pregnable,  as  his  fleet  was  with  reafon  efteemed  formidable.  Elated- 
by  his  conftant  good  fortune,  the  pirate  threw  off  his  allegiance  to  the 
Morattoes :  it  is  faid  that  he  cut  off  the  nctfes  of  their  ambaffadors  who 
came  to  demand  the  tribute  he  had  agreed  to  pay  to  the  Saha  Rajah- 
The  Morattoes  who  were  in  pofleffion  of  the  main  land  oppofrte  to' 
B-rabav,  had  feveral  times  made  propofals  to  the  Englilh  government 
m  the  ifland,  to.attack  this  common  en§my  with  their  united  forces,, 
but  it- was  not  before  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  year  that  b©tli  par-- 
ties  happened  to  be  ready  at  the  fame  time  to  undertake  foch  an  ex¬ 
pedition.  The  prefidency  then  made  a  treaty  with  Rama-gee  Punt,, 
the  Saha-Rajah’s  general  in  theft  par^,  and  agreed  to  afiift  the  Mo- 
rattoes  with  their  marine  force  in  reducing  Severndroog,  Bancoote, 
and  feme  others  of  Angria’s  forts,  which  lie  near  to  Choul,  a  Harbour 
and  fortified  city  belonging  to  the  Morattoes.  Accordingly  commodore 
James,  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  company’s  marine  force  in  India, 
failed  on  the  22d  of  March  in  the  Protector  of.44  guns,  with  asfcetch 
of  16  guns,  and  two  bomb  veffels  but  fuch  \Vas  the  exaggerated' 
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opinion  of  Angria’s .ftrong  holds,,  that' the  prefidency  inftrutted  him  1756. 
«ot  to  expofe  the  company’s  veffels  40  any  rifque  by  attacking  them, 

"but  only  to  blockade  the  harbours  whilft  the  Morattoe  army  carried  ' 
ob  their  operations  by  land.'  Three  days  after  the  Morattoe  fleet, 
■confifting  of  feyen  grabs  and  fixty  galli  vats,  came  out  of  Chord,  having 
■on  board  10,000  land  forces,  and  the  fleets  united  proceeded  to  Co- 
'mara-bay,  where  they  anchored  in  order  to  permit  the  Morattoes  to 
get  their  meal  on  flrore,  fince  they  are  prohibited  by  their  religion  from 
eattSg  or  waffiing  at  fea.  Departing  from  hence  they  anchored  again 
i  about; fifteen  miles  to  the  north  of  Severndroog,  when  Rama-gee 
Punt  with  the  troops  difembarkecl  in  order  to  pVoceed  the  reft  of  the 
wav  by  land commodore  James  now  receiving  intelligence  that  the 
enemy’s  fleet  lay  at  anchor  in  the  harbour  of  Severndroog,  reprefented 
to  the  admiral  of  the  Morattoe  fleet,  that  by  proceeding  immediately 
thither,  they  might  come  upon  them  in  the  night,  and  fo  efte&ually 
blockade  them  in  the  harbour  that  few  or  none  would  be  able  to  efcape. 

*  The  Morattoe  feetned  highly  to  approve  the  propofal,  but  had  not 
authority  enough  over  ,  his  officers  to  make  any  of  them -Air  before 
the  morning,  when  the  enemy  difcovering  them  under  fail,  imme¬ 
diately  flipped  their  cables  and  put  to  fea.  The  commodore  then 
flung  put  the  fignal  for  a  general  chafe ;  but  as  little  regard  was  paid 
to  this  as  to  his  former  intention  ;  for  although  the  veffels  of  the  Mo¬ 
rattoes  had  hitherto  failed  better  than  the  Englilh,  fuch  was  their  ter-  . . 
ror  of  Angria’s  fleet,  that  they  all  kept  behind,  and  fufFered  the  Pro- 
teftor  to  proceed  alone  almoft  out  of  their  fight.  The  enemy  op  the 
other  hand  exerted  themfelves  with  uncommon  induftry,  flinging  over¬ 
board  all  their  lumber  to  lighten  their  veffels,  not  only  crowding  all  the 
.fails  they  could  bend,  but  alfo  hanging  lip  their  garments,  and  even 
their  turbans,  to  catch  every  breath  of  air.  The  Protedlor,  how¬ 
ever,. came-within  gun-fliot  of  fome  of  the  fternmoft,  but  the  evening 
approaching,  commodore  James  ^avc  over  the  chace,  and  returned 
to  Severndroog,  which  he  had  palled  leveral  miles.  Here  he  found 
Rama-gee  Punt  with  the  army  befieging,  as  they -find,  the  three  forts 
on  the  main  land;  but  they  were  firing  only  from  one  gun,  a  four 
pounder,  at  the  di fiance  of  two  miles,  and  even  at  this  diftance  the 
troops  did  not  think  thenafelvcs  fate  without  digging  pit?,  in  which 
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the}'  flickered  themfelvcs  covered  up  to  the  chin  from  the  eiietnj’s 
fire.  The  commodore  judging  from  thefe  operations,  that  they 
would  never  take  the  huts,  determined  to  exceed  the  inftruftions- 
which  he  had  received  iiom'the  preiklency,  rather  than  expofe  the 
Englifh  arms' to  the  difgrace  they  would  fufFer,.  if  an  expedition  in 
which  they  were  believed  by  Angria  to  have  taken  fo  great  a  fhare,. 
flioukl  mifearry.  The  next  day,  the  ad  of  April,  he  began  to  can-' 
n-ioade  and  bombard  the  fort  of  Severndroog,.  fituated  on'the  ifland 
but  finding  that  the  walls  on  the  weftern  fide  which  he  attacked,  ^ere 
moftly  cut  out  of  the  folid  rock,  he  changed  his  ftation  to  the  nortji- 
eaft  between  the  ifland  and  the  main  ;  where  whilfi:  one  of  his  broad- 
fides  plied  the  north-eaft  baflions  of  this  fort,  the  other  fired  on  fort 
Goa,  the  larged  of  thofe  upon  the  main  land.  The  baftions  of  Se¬ 
verndroog,.  however,  were  fo  high,  that  the  Proteftor  could  only 
point  her  upper  tier  at  them ;  but  being  anchored  within  a  hundred 
yards,  the  mufketryin  the  round  tops  drove  the  enemy  from  their  guns, 
and  by  noon  the  parapet  of  the  north-eaft  baflion  was  in  ruins  ;  when  * 
a  fhell  from  one  of  the  bomb  veffels  fet  fire  to  a  thatched  houfe,  which 
the  garrifbn,  dreading  the  Protector’s  mulketry,  were  afraid  to  ex- 
tinguifh :  the  blaze Spreading  fiercely  at  this  dry  feafon  of  the  year, 
all  the  braidings  of  the  fort  were*  foon  in  flames,  and  amongft  them  a 
magazine  of  powder  blew  up.  On  this  difafter  the  inhabitants,  men, , 
women  and  children,  with  the  greateft  part  of  the  garrifon,  in  all - 
near  1000  perfons,  ran  out  of  the  fort,  and  embarking  in  l'even  or' 
eie'it,. large  boats,  attempted  to  make  their  efcape  to  fort  Goa  ;  but 
they  were  prevented  by  the  Englifh  ketches,  who  took  them  aU.  The  • 
Protestor  now  diredled  her  fire  only  againft  fort  Goa  ;  where  the 
enemy,  after  'differing  a  fevere  cannonade,  hung  out  a  flag  as  a  fignal  i 
of  forrender  ;  but  whilft  the  Morattoes  were  inarching  to  take 
pofleflioii  of  it,  the  governor  perceiving  that  the  commodore  had 
not  yet  taken  pofleffion  of  Severnflroog,  got  into  a  boat  with  fome ' 
of  his  moft  trufty  men,  and  croffed  over  to  the  ifland,  hoping  to  be- 
able  to  maintain  the  fort  until  he  fhould  receive  afliftance  from  Dabul, 
which  is  in  fight  of  it.  Upon  this  the  Protedlor  renewed  her  foe  upon 
Severndroog,  and  the  commodore  finding  that  the  governor  wanted  to 
protradl  the  defence  until  night,  when -it -Was  not  to  be, doubted  that 

fome 


Book  V*  .^Expedition  against-  Angria. 

feme  tioats  from  Dabul  would  endeavour  to  throw  luccours  into  the 
place,-  he  landed  half  his  feamen,,. under  cover  of  the  fire  of  the 
'flfips,  who  with  great  intrepidity  ran  up  to  the  gate, 'and  cutting 
down  the  fally  port  wjjth  their  axes,  forced  their  way  into  it ;  on 
which  the  garrifon  furrendered  :  the  other  two  forts  on  the  main 
.  land  had  by  this  time  hung  out  flags  of  trace,  aiid  the  Morattoes 
took  poffeffion  of  them.  This  was  all  the  work  of  one  day,  in  which 
the  fpirited  refolution  of  commodore  James  deftroyed  the  timorous 
prejudices  which  had  for  twenty  years  been  entertained  of  the-  im- 
Pjfidlicability  of  reducing  any  of  Angria’s  fortified  harbours. 

On  the  8th  of  April,  the  fleet  and  army  proceeded  to  Bancoote,  a: 
fortified  iflaiid  which  commands  aharbour  lying  about  fix  miles  to  the 
north  of  Severndroog.:Theplace,  terrified  by  the  fate  of  Severndroog, 
furrendered  oh  the  firft  fummons,  and  the  Morattoes  confented  that- 
the  company  thould  keep  it.  It  is  now  called  fort  Viftoria,  and  the 
country  about  it  being  fubject  to  the  Sidee,  is  inhabited  by  Mahome- 
dans,  who  contribute  to  fupply  Bombay  with  beeves,  which  it  is  very 
difficult  to  procure  in  other  parts  of  the  coaft,  -as  they  are  under  theju-- 
rifdiction  of  princes  of  the  ilricteft  caft  of  the  Indian  religion,  who 
worlhip  the  cow,  and  regard  the  killing  of  that  animal  as  the  greateft 
of  crimes.  - 

*  Rama-g;ee  Punt  was  fo  elated  by  thefe  fuccefles,  that  he  offered  ■ 
commodore  James  200,000  rupees  if  he  would  immediately  proceed  -' 
againft  Dabul,  and  fome.other  of  "the  enemy’s  forts,  a  little  to  the' 
fouthward  of  that  place ;  ■  and  certainly  this  was  the  time  to  -attack 
them,  during  the  confternation  into  which  tbecnemy  were  thrown  by 
the  Ioffes  they  had  juft  fuftaincd.  But  the  ftormy  monfoon, -which  on ; 
-.this  coaft  lets  in  at  the  end  of  April,  was  approaching,  and  the  com¬ 
modore  having  already  exceeded  his  orders,  would  not  venture  to 
comply  with  the  Morattoe’s  requeft  without  permiffion  from  Bombay: 
however,  in  order  to  obtain  it  as  expeditioufly  as  jx>ffiblc,  he  failed 
away  thither  in  the  Protestor ;  but  found  the  prefidcncy,  notwith-  - 
ftanding  the  unexpended  fuccefles  of  their  arms,  ftill  pofleffed  by  their 
ancient  fpirit  of  caution,  and  fo  follicitous  for  the  fate  of  one  of  their 
bomb  ketches,  a  heavy  flat  bottomed  boat  incapable  of  keeping  the 
lea  in  tempeftuous  weather,  that  they  ordered  him  to  bring  back  the 
fleet  into  harbour  without  delay.  Accordingly  on  the  nth  he  do-  - 
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i  '/Kb.  livcrcd  tlie  forts  of  Sevcrndroog  to  the  Morattoes,  ftriking  thfc  Sng- 
lift  flag,  which  for  the  honour  of  their  arms  he  had  hitherto  ca@fed 
to  be  hoiftod  in  them ;  and  on  the  15th  failed  away  with  hisYhipstd 
Bombay  :  the  Morattoe  fleet  at  the  fame  type  returned  to  Choul. 

The  fquadron  under  the  command  of  Mr.  Watfon  arrived  at  Bom¬ 
bay  in  the  November  following,  and  the  fair  leafon  being  now  re¬ 
turned,  the  presidency  with  the' Morattoes  renewed  their  intentions  of 
attacking  An  gria;  Mr.  Watfon  readily  confenting  to  affift  them  with  the 
force  under  his  command.  It  was  determined,  if  practicable,  to  Strike 
at  once  at  the  root  of  Angria’s  power,  by  attacking  Gheria,  the  cap^al 
of  his  dominions,  anti  the  principal  harbour  and  arlenal  of  his  marine 
force  :  but  it  was  fo  long  fince  any  Englilhman  had  feen  this  place, 
that  trailing' to  the  report  of  the  natives,  thev  believed  it  to  be  at  lead 
as  Itrong  as  Gibraltar,  and  like  that  lituated  on  a  mountain  inaccef- 
fible  from  the  fea  ;  for,  this  reafon  it  was  relolved  to  fend  veffels  to 
-reconnoitre  it,  which  lervice  commodore  James,  in  the  Protestor, 
with  two  other  Ihips,  performed.  He  found  the  enemy’s  fleet  at  an¬ 
chor  in  the  harbour,  notwithstanding  which  he  approached  within 
cannon  Ihot  of  the  fort,  and  having  attentively  confidered  it,  returned 
at  the  end  of  December  to  Bombay,  and  defcribed  the  place,  fuch  as 
it  really  was,  very  Itrong  indeed,  but  far  -from  being  inacceffible  or 
impregnable.  o  ' 

Upon  his  reprefentation,  it  was  refolved  to  profecute  the  expedi¬ 
tion  with  v  igour.  The  Morattoe  army  unde.r  the  command  of  Rama- 
gee  Punt,  marched  from  Choul,  and  the  twenty  gun  Ihip,  with  the 
Hoop  of  Mr.  Watfon’s  fquadron,  were  fent  forward  to  blockade  the 
harbour,  where  they  were  foon  after  joined  by  commodore’James,  in 
the  Protector,  and  another  Ihip,  which  was  of  20  guns,  belonging  to, 
the  company.  On  the  nth  of  February  the  admiral,  with  the  reft  of 
the  Ihips  arrived.  The  whole  fleet  now  united,  confifted  of  four  Ihips 
of  the  line,  of  70,  64,  60,  and  50  guns,  one  of  44,  three  of  20,  a  grab 
of  12,  and  five  bomb  ketches,  in  all  fourteen  veffels.  Befides  the  fea-  - 
men,  they  had  on  board  a  battalion  of  800  Europeans  with  1000 
Sepoys  under  the  command  of  lieutenapt-colonel  Clive. 

•The  famous  fortrefs  of  Gheria  is  lituated  on  a  promontory  of  rocky 
land  about  a  mile  long  and  a  quarter  broad,  lying  about  a  mile  from 

the 


Book  V.  Expedition  ag-ai-nst  Angria. 

the  entrance  of  a  large  harbour,  which  forms  the  mouth  of  a  river 
defcending  Trom  the  Balagat  mountains.  The  promontory  projects 
to  the  fbuth-wefi,  on  the  right  of  the  harbour  as  you  enter  ;  it  is  on- 
the  fides  contiguous  to  the  water  inclofed  by  a  continued  rock  about 
fifty/eet  high,  on  which-  are  built  the  fortifications.  Thefe  are  a  double 
wall  with  round  towers,  the  inward- wall  rifing  feveral  feet  above  the- 
outward.  The  neck  of  land  by  .which  the  promontory  joins  to  the- 
continent,  is  a  narrow  fand,  beyond  which,  where  the  ground,  begins- 
to  expand  itfelf,  is  built  a  large  open  town  or  fettah ,.  for  the  habita¬ 
tion  of  fuch  perTons  whofe  attendance  is  not  conflantly  required  in  the 
fort.  The  river  diredling  its  covirfe  to -the  fbuth-wefl  Walhes  the  north 
fides  of  the  town,  of  the  neck  of  land,  and  of  the  promontory on  the 
neck  of  land  are  the  docks  in  which  the  grabs  are  built  and  repaired,, 
from  whence  they  are  launched  into  the  river  :  ten  of  them,  amongft 
which  was  that  .taken  from  the  company,  were  now  lying  in  the 
river,  all  tied  together,. almofl  oppofite  to  the  docks.- 
,  Angria,.  on  the  appearance  of  the  fleet,  was  fo  terrified  that  he  left* 
his  town  to  be  defended  by  his  brother,  and  went  and-put-  himfelf  into- 
. .  the  hands  of  the  Morattws,  who  having  -croffed  the  river  at-  fome- 
diffance  from  the  fea,  were  already  encamped  to  the  eafi-ward-of  the 
pettah.  Here  he  endeavoured  to  prevail  on  Rama-gee  Punt  to  accept. 
Of  a:ranfom  for  his  fort,,  offering,  a- large  film  of  money  if  he  would 
■  divert  the  ft-orm  that  was  ready  to  break  upon  hjjp :  but  the  Morat-- 
toe  availing  himfelf  of  his  fears,  kept  him  a  prifoner,  and  extorted, 
from  him  an  order,  directing .  his  brother  to  deliver,  the  fortrefs  to 
the  Morattoes,.  intending  if  he  could  get  poffeflion  of  it  in, this  clan-- 
tie  {line  manner,  to  exclude  his  allies  the  Englifh  fVom  any  fhare  of. 
t  the  plunder- 

•The  admiral  receiving  intelligence  of  thefe'  proceedings,  fent  a  fum-- 
mons  to  the  fort  oil  the  morning  after  his  arrival,  and  receiving  no 
an  five  r,  ordered  the  fhips  to  weigh  in.  the  afternoon  as  loon  as  the 
fea-wind  -let  in:  they  proceeded  in  two  divisions,  parallel  to, each; 
other,  the  larger  covering  the  bomb  ketches  anti  fmalier  veffcls  from 
the  fire  of  the.  fort :.  as  icon  as  they  had  paffed  the  point  of  the  pro¬ 
montory,  they  flood  intathd  river,  and  anchoring  along  the  north  fide 
of  the.  fortifications,  began,  at  the  diftancc  of.  fifty  yards,  to  batter  ■ 
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thciii  wit!)  i/;o  pieces  C;f  camion;  tlic  bomb  ketches  at  the 'fame  time 
j!i;cci  their  mortars,  and  within  ten  minutes  after  the  firflig began,  a 
/hell  fei!  into  one  of  Angria’s  grabs,  which  let  her  on  fire ;  the  reft 
being  fattened  together  with  Iter,  loon  fhared  the  fame  fate,  and  in 
Ids  titan  an  hour  this  fleet,  which  had  for  fifty  years  been  the  terror 
of  the  Malabar  coaft;  was  utterly  deftroved.  In  the  mean  time  the 
cannonade  and  bombardment  continued  furioufly,  and  filenced'  the 
enemy’s  fire  ;  but  the  governor,  however;  did  not  furrender  when  the 
night  let  in.  Intelligence  being  received  from  a  deferter  that  he  in¬ 
tended  to  give  up  the  place  the  next  day  to  the  Morattoes,  colonel 
Clive  landed  with  the  troops;  and  in  order  to  prevent  the  Morattoes 
from  carrying  their  fcheme  into  execution,  took  up  his  ground  be¬ 
tween  them  and  the  "fort.  Early  in  the  morning  the  admiral  lum- 
moned  the  place  again,  declaring  that  he  would  renew  the  attack,  and 
give  no  quarter  if  it  was  not  delivered  up  to  him  in  an  hour:  in  an- 
fwer  to  which  the  governor  defired  a  ceflation  of  hoftilities  until  the 
next  morning,  alledging  that  he  only  waited  for  orders  from  Angria 
to  comply  with  the  fummons.  The  cannonade  was  therefore  renewed 
.at  four  in  the  afternoon;  and  in  lefs  than'foalf  an  hour  the  garrifon 
hung  out  a  flag  of  truce,  but  ueverthelefs  they  did  not  ttrike  their 
colours,  nor  confent  to  admit  the  Englilh  troops;  the  fhips  therefore 
repeated  their  fire  with  more  vivacity  than  ever ;  and  the  garrifon, 
unable  to  ftand  theSfhock  any  longer,  called  out  to  the  advanced  guard 
of  the  troops  on  Ihore  that  they  were  ready  to  furrender ;  upon  which 
lieutenant-colonel  Clive  immediately  marched  up,  and  took  pofTefliou 
of  he  fort.  It  was  found  that  notwithftanding  the  cannonade  had  de- 
foroyed  moft  of  the  artificial  works  upon  which  they  fired,  the  rock 
remained  a  natural  and  almoft  impregnable  bulwark ;  fo  that  if  the 
enemy  had  been  endowed  with  courage  fufficient  to  have  maintained 
the  place  to  extremity,  it  could  only  have  been  taken  by  regular  ap¬ 
proaches  on  the  land  fide.  There  were  found  in  it  200  pieces  of  can¬ 
non,  fix  brafs  mortars,  and  a  great  quantity  of  ammunition,- and  mi¬ 
litary  and  naval  ftores  of  all  kinds :  the  money  and  effects  of  other 
kinds,  amounted  to  iao,ooo  poupds  fterling.  All  this  booty  was 
divided  amongft  the  captors,  without  any  -  referve  either  for  the 
nation  or  the  company,  Befides  the  veffels  which,  were  fo*  on  fire 
4  ■  '  '  during 
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during’the  attack,  there  were  two  (Tups,  one  of  them  46  guns,  upon  1756. 
the  (locks,  both  of  which  the  captors  deftroyed.  Whilft  the  fleet  ' — i — -1 
were  employed  in  taking  on  board  the  plunder,  the  Morattoes  lent 
detachments  to  fummon  leveral  other  forts,  which  furrendered  with¬ 
out  making  any  refiftance :  thus  in  lefs  than  a  month,  they  got  pof- 
leflion  of  all  the  territories  wrefted  from  them  by  Angria’s  predeceffors, 
and  which  they  had  for  feventy  years  defpaired  of  ever  being  able  to 
recover.  In  the  beginning  of  April,  the  fleet  returned  to  Bomba)', 
where  Mr.  Watfon  repaired  his  fquadron,  and  (ailing  from. thence  on 
the  28th  of  April,  arrived  at  Madrafs  on  the  12  th  of  May. 

The  detachment  fent  from  hence  with  the  Nabob  to  colledt  the, 
tributes  from  the  northern  Polygars,  made  their  progrels  without  be¬ 
ing,  obliged  to  commit  any  hollilities.  About  30  miles  to  the  north? 
ward  of  Madrafs,  are  the  diftridls  of  three  principal  Polygars,  named, 

Bangar  Yatcham,  Damerla  Venkitapah,  and  Bom-rawze  :  the  firft- 
is  in  poffeflion  of  Cottapatam,  fituated  on  the  lea  fliore,  about  65. 
miles  north  of  Madrafs,  and  his  principal  town  Venkati  Gherri  is 
50  miles  inland  from  the  (ga.  The  diftridls  of  Damerla  Venkitapah 
extended  to  the  north  and  weft:  of  Bangar  Yatcham’s,  but  ftretch  on 
the  weftern  fide  more  to  the  fouth  :  weftward  of  thefe  lye  the  dif¬ 
tridls  of  Bom-rawze,  which  extend  ftill  farther  to  the  fouth,  and  ap-  ■ 
prdach'within  30  miles  of  the  city  of.Arcot.  All  the  three  Polygars 
confented  to  acknowledge  the  Nabob,  and  compounded  their  tributes, 

Bangar  Yatcham  agreeing  to  pay  140,000  rupees,  Damerla  300,000, 
and  Bom-rawze  80,000.  Thefe  funis  were  not  equal  to  the  arrears 
they  owed  the  government :  but  were  accepted,  because  it  would  have 
been  imprudent  to  have  vexed  them  to  defection,  as  the  rocks  and 
woods  of  their  countries  form  an  excellent  barrier  to  the  more  louth- 
ern  parts  of  the  Carnatic  :  and  indeed  the  Nabob  himfelf  was  very 
anxious  to  draw  tbe  army  from  their  diftridls,  in  order  to  employ  it 
againft  a  feudatory  of  much  greater  confcqucncc.  This  was  Mortiz- 
ally,  the  Phoufdar  of  Yclore,  whole  riches,  extcnfiv.e  territory,  and 
the  vicinity  of  his  capital  to  Arcot,  rendered  him  almoft  as  considerable 
in  the  province  as  the  Nabob  himfelf :  the  independance  aitedled  by 
this  odious  rival  preyed  upon  the  Nabob’s  mind  fo  much,  that  the 
prefideucyyin  compliance  with  his  repeated  and  earned  fidlicitations, 

1 1  h  h  determined 


The  W. 


>M  A  NDEL. 


Book  V. 


f  7^6.  determined  to  give  him  the  fatisfadlion  of  attempting  to  reduce  the 
city  of  Vclore.  Accordingly  the  detachment  returning  to  Arcot  from 
the  expedition  againft  the  Polygars  was  reinforced  with  two' hundred 
Europeans,  two  eighteen  pounders,  and  feveral  companies  of  Se¬ 
poys  :  the  whole  now  amounting  to  500  men  in  battalion,  with 
1500  Sepoys,  encamped  the  30th  of  January  within  cannon  {hot  to 
the  fouth  of  Velore.  The  Phoufdar  having  early  intelligence  of  their 
approach,  applied  for  affiftance  to  Mr.  de  Leyrit,  the  governor  of 
Pondicherry,  who  wrote  to  the  prefidency  of  Madrals,  that  he  regard¬ 
ed  their  proceedings  againft:  Vclore,  as  a  breach  of  the  trqce,  and 
fliould  commence  boftilities  if  the  Englilh  troops  were  not  immedi¬ 
ately  withdrawn  ;  as  a  proof  of  which  intention,  he  ordered  700  Eu¬ 
ropeans,  with  2000  Sepoys,  to  take  the  field  :  this  vigorous  refolution 
probably  proceeded  from  his  knowing  that  the  Englilh  fquadron  were 
preparing  for  the  expedition  againft  Angria,  which  would  for  fome 
months  delay  their  return  to  the  coaft  of  Coromandel.  At  the  fame 
time  that  major  Kilpatrick  was  alarmed  by  the  approach  of  fuch  an 
enemy  in  his  rear,  he  found  the  place  tp  was  come  againft,  much 
too  ftrong  to  be  reduced  by  the  force  under  his  command  :  Mortiz- 
ally  likewiie  had  his  anxieties ;  for  next  to  the  dread  of  being  vigo- 
roufly. attacked,  nothing  was  fo  terrible  to  him  as  the  neceffity  of 
admitting  a  body  of  French  troops  into  his  fort ;  although  to  amufe 
the  Englilh,  he  publickly  declared  that  he  Ihould  not  hefitate  to  take 
this  ftep  if  they  commenced  hoftilities.  Both  fides  therefore,  having 
cogent  rcatbns  to  avoid  them,  a  negociation  was  opened,  and  Mahomed 
Kloof  went  into  Velore  to  fettle  the  terms.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
Phoufdar’s  agent  at  Madrafs,  finding  the  prefidency  difconcerted  by 
the  refolution  which  the  French  had  taken,  made  propofals  in  behalf 
of  his  mailer ;  and  the  prefidency  deeming  it  impolfible  to  fubdue 
the  place  in  the  prefen t  conjuncture,  determined  to' withdraw  their 
troops  and  make  peace  with  him,  provided  he  would  pay  the  company 
100,000  rupees.  In  confequence  of  this  refolution,  a  member  of  the 
council  was  deputed  to  Velore,  who  oh  his  arrival  at  the  camp,  found 
that  the  Phoufdar  had  agreed  to  pay  major  Kilpatrick  400,000  ru¬ 
pees,  if  lie  would  immediately  retire  with  the  army,  and  that  he  had 
already  lent  out  fome  fealed  bags  of  money,  which,  as  he  faid,  con- 
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tained  20,000  rupees,  in  part  of '  the.fum  .ftipulatcd.  But  by  this 
*ime  the  Phoufdar’s  agent  was  returned  from  Madrafs  to  Velore, 
having  by  lbme  very  unaccountable  means  obtained  information  of 
th?  whole  extent  of  the  deputy’s  inftrutfions;  this  man  now  came 
'to  the  cam]),  and  told  the  deputy  what  he  knew,  adding  that  his 
flatter  was  ready  to  pay  the  100,000  rupees.  In  this  dilemma  the 
deputy  thought  bett  to  deny  the  purport  of  his  commiffion,  and  to 
pretend  that  he  -was  only  tent  from  Madrafs  to  receive  the  money, 
which  had  been  offered  to  major  Kilpatrick ;  and  in  order  to  per¬ 
plex  the  agent,  he  took  the  refolution  of  returning  immediately  to 
'Arcot,  faying  that  he  thould  leave  major  Kilpatrick  to  finith  his  own 
work,  and  if  neceffary  to  commence  hoftilities.  This  alarmed  the 
•  Phoufdar  not  a  little,  and  he  immediately  fent  meffengers  to  detire 
the  French  troops  to  advance  ;  but  at  the,  fame  time  fent  his  agent 
after  the  deputy-to  Arcot,  defiring  a  conference  with  him  at  Velore, 
and  promifing,  with  much  teeming  fubmiffion,  to  agree  to  whatfoever 
the  Englith  might  determine  in  regard  to  his  difpute  with  the  Nabob. 
Upon  this  the  deputy  returned  to  the  cam]),  and  went  into  the  town 
accompanied  by  Mahomed  Iffoof  and  two  Englith  officers.  After  a 
lumptuous  dinner  they  retired  with  the  Phoufdar  into  a  private  room ; 
who,.inftead  of  making  any  overtures  to  pay  the  money  which  he  had 
offered  to  major  Kilpatrick,  denied  that  he  had  ever  made  fuch  agree¬ 
ment  :  upon  this  Mahomed  Iffoof,  who  had  condufted  that  bufmefs, 
related  what  had  paffed  ;  to  which  the  Phoufdar  with  great  com- 
pofure  replied,  that  all  he  afferted  was  a  lie.  Mahomed  Iffoof  ftart- 
ing  from  his  feat,  clapped  his  hand  to  his  dagger,  the  Phoutilar  railed 
his  voice,  and  the  guards  of  the  palace  began  to  be  in  motion  to¬ 
wards  the  room ;  but  the  deputy  interpofing,  convinced  him  that 
his  own  fafety  depended  on.  forbidding  them  to  approach  :  after 
which  the  .conference  was  re-aflumed.  However,  the  Phoufdar 
thcwed  no  inclination  to  pay  more  than  200,000  rupees,  for  which  he 
infifted  o,n  receiving,  from  the  prefidency  of  Madrafs,  a  promifo  that 
he  thould  not  in  future  be  molcfted,  either  by  the  Nabob  or  them- 
felves.  The  deputy  thinking  luch  a  fum  no  compensation  for  exclud¬ 
ing  them  from  taking  advantage  of  a  more  favourable  opportunity 
to  reduce  the  place,  broke  up  the  conference,  and  returned  to  the 
II  h  h  2  camp; 
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t  r 56.  camp  ;  imagining  however,  that  the  Phoufdar  would  loon  recoHecl 
the  impolicy  of  his  conduit,  in  refuting  to  comply  with  his  agreement 
But  by  this  time  the  French  troops  were  advanced  as  far  as  Arni,  and 
the  Englilh  not  venturing  to  commence  hoftilities,  no  farther  propo- 
fals  were  received  from  him ;  major  Kilpatrick  returned  foon  after 
with  the  army  to  Arcot,  and  the  French  troops  retired  to  Pondicherry. 
The  prefidency  of  Madrafs  were  not  forry  that  the  negotiation  as 
well  as  the  intended  hoftilities  broke  up  in  this  manner;  for  they  had 
marched  againft  Velore  only  to  indulge  the  Nabob,  being  convinced 
thenrfelves.  that  their  force,  even  without  any  interruption  from  tile 
French,  was  infufficisnt  to  reduce  the  place;  which  opinion  was- con¬ 
firmed  to  them  by  the  opinion  of  feveral  of  their  officers,  as  well  as 
the  deputy,  who  deferibed  it  as  one  of  the  ftrongeft  holds  in  Indoftan ; 
at  the  fame  time  that  its  fituation  and  domain  rendered  it  of  luch  im¬ 
portance,  that  all  the  fuppofed  treafures  of  the  Phoulclar  wotild  not 
have  been  a  compenfation  for  exempting  it  from  the  authority  of  Ar¬ 
cot.  The  conclution  of  this  fruitlefs  attempt  enabled  the  prefidency  to 
profecute  the  reduction  of  the  countries  of  Madura  and  Tinivelly. 

Maphuze-Khan,  after  loitering  before  the  Pulitaver’s  place  until  the 
middle  of  November,  returned  to  Tinivelly,  iu  order  to  borrow  mo¬ 
ney  for  the  payment  of  his  troops,  which  could  only  be  obtained  by 
giving  alignments  of  the  land  to  the  lenders.  Mean  while  the  Puli- 
taver  with  Moodemiah  and  Nabi  Cawn  Catfeck,  encouraged  by  their 
.  late  fuccefles  extended  their  views.  The  Pulitaver,  more  from  the 
ftibtilty  and  activity  of  his  character,  than  the  extent,  of  his  territory 
r-r.J  force,  had  acquired  the  afcendauce  in  the  councils  of  all  the  wef- 
tern  Polvgars  of  Tinivelly  :  of  thefe,  the  molt  powerful  was  the  Po- 
Ivgar  of  Vadagherri,  whole  diftriCts  adjoin  on  the  weft  to  the  Puli¬ 
taver’s,  and  exceeded  them  in  extent  and  inhabitants:  he  neverthehfs 
conformed  to  whatfoever  the  Pulitaver  fuggefted,  and  fent  his  men 
on  every  call.  The  Polvgars  to  the  eaftward  of  Tinivelly  were  under 
the  diretiion  of  Catabominaig.  The  Pulitaver  propofed  an  union 
between  the  two  divifions ;  hut  Catabominaig,  as  well  as  his  depen¬ 
dant  of  E-tiaporum,  having  given  hoftages  to  colonel  Heron,,  who 
were  in  prifon  at  Tritchinopoly,  feared  for  their  fafety,  and  refufed. 
The  Polygars  of  Madura,  whole  diftriCts  lie  along,  the-  fpot  of  the 
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mount'ains  to  the  weft,  were  follicitcd  with  more  liiccels,  ancl  pro- 
miied  their  affiftance.  .Mianah,  the  fugitive  colleague  of  Moodemiah, 
and  Nabi  Cawn  Catteck,  at  the  fame  time  fpirited  up  the  Polygars 
ofNattam  to  join  the  league,  of  which  the  immediate  objeft  was 
nothing  lefs  than  to  get  poffeffion  of  the  city  of  Madura. 

Such  an  extenfive  confederacy  could  fcarcely  be  kept  a  fecret.  The 
prefideucy  of  Madrafs  received  intelligence  of  it  from  captain  Cal- 
liaud,  who  commanded  in  Tritchinopoly,  and  the  Nabob  from  the 
governor  of  Madura.  They  were,  and  with  reafon,  greatly  alarmed  ; 
for  Madura,  by  its  fituation,  extent,  and  defences,  is.  the  bulwark  both 
of  its  own  and  the  territory  of  Tinivelly,  over  neither  of  which  Tritchi¬ 
nopoly  could  maintain  any  authority,  if  Madura  were  wrefted  from 
its  dependance.;  The  prefidency,  although  from  the  lirft  convinced 
of  Maphiize-Khan’s  incapacity,  had  hitherto,  from  deference  to  the 
Nabob,  treated  him  with  indulgence  and  refpeS :  but  feeing  notv 
the  whole  brought  into  rifque  by  the  fucceffes  and  deiigns  of  the 
Polygars,  they  determined  to  take  the  adminiftration  of  thefe  coun¬ 
tries  into  their  own  hands.  A.native  of  Tinivelly,  named  Moodilee, 
came  about  this,  time  to  Madrals,  and  made  propofals  to  take  the 
whole  country  at  farm ;  but  it  required  time  to  gain  the  knowledge 
neceflary  to  adjuft  the  terms.  Mean  while  it  was  immediately  necef- 
lary  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  the  country  ;  but  as  no  part  of  the. 
European  force  could  be  fpared  from,  the  l'crvices  of  the  Carnatic,  it 
was  refolved  to  feud  a  thoufand  Sepoys,  which  were  to  be  joined  bv 
thofe  left  with  Maphuze-Khan,  as  well  as  thofe  bedonging  to  the 
Nabob ;  and  to  put  the  whole  of  this  body  under  the  command  of 
Mahomed  Ifloof,  whole  vigorous  and  enterprifing  fervices  had  been 
recompenfed  by  acoramiffion  appointing -him  commander  in  chief  of 
all  .the  Sepoys  entertained  by  the  company  :  he  proceeded  TTTntchi- 
nopoly*  foon  after  the  Englifti  army  returned  from  Velore;  and  cap¬ 
tain  Calliaud  was  inftrudled  to  fend  him  forward  with  the  appointed 
force  and  equipments. 

Meanwhile  the  Pulitaver,  Nabi  Cawn  Catteck  and  Moodemiah 
with  their  allies  had  .proceeded  to  udtion,  and  in  the  middle  of  February 
entered  the  diftricts  oi  Nadamundalum,  which  occupy  a  confiderable 
extent,  abqpt  midway  between  the  city  of  Madura  and  the  Pulitavcr’s 
'  '  place. 
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1756.  place.  The  fort  which  commands  thefe  dirtriirts  is  called  Chevelpe- 
lore,  and  is  ntuatecl  at  the  foot  of  the  weftern  mountains,  about'  45 
miles  fouth-weft  of  .Madura.  The  troops  Rationed  for  the  defence  of 
flic  fort  and  diftrifts,  were  under  the  command  of  Abdul  Rahim,  a 
half  brother  to  the  Nabob  and  Maphuze-Cawn,  the  fame  with  Whom 
Lieutenant  Innis  marched  into  thole  countries  in  the  year  1751,  and 
of  Abdull-mally  another  relation  to  the  family  :  the  foot,  excepting 
200  Sepoys,  were  the  ufual  rabble  allotted  to  the  guard  of  villages; 
but  there  were  500  horfe,  efteemed  the  bell  in  Maphuze-Khan’s 
lervice,  who  proud  of  their  'proweft,  and  their  quality  of  Mahome- 
dans,  held  the  enemy,  as  Indians,  arid  of  no  military  reputation*  in 
utter  contempt,  and  encouraged  their  own  commanders  to  fi'lque  a 
battle  ;  in  which  they  were  furrounded,  but  with  fufficient  gallan’trv, 
and  confiderable  lofs,  cut  their  way  through  and  retired  to  Chevel- 
petore.  Here  Abdull  Rahim  and  Abdull-mally  intended  to  main¬ 
tain  themfelves,  until  fuccours  fhould  arrive,  either  from  Madura  or 
■Tinivelly;  but  the  men  of  the  cavalry,  diffatisfied  for  want  of  pay, 
and  fearful  of  lofing  their  ho.rfes  through  want  of  .provifions  during 
the  liege,  marched  away,  and  many  of  them  joined  the  enemy  :  the 
fort  was  immediately  inverted  and  loon  after  reduced,  but  the  two 
commanders  efcaped  again. 

This  fuccefs  encouraged  the  Madura  Polygars,  who  had  hitherto 
only  looked  on,  to  join  according  to  their  promile  ;  and  the  whole 
camp  now  confifted  of  25000  men,  of  which  1000  were  cavalry. 
Their  chiefs  animated  by  this  fuperiority  of  numbers  determined  to 
give  battle  to  Maphuze-Cawn  at  Tinivelly,  before  they  attacked  the 
city  of  Madura.  By  this  time  Maphuze-Cawn  had  prevailed  on  Ca- 
tabomirinw,  by  the  ceffion  of  fome  diftribts  and  the  promife  of  other 
'advantage to  join  him  with  the  forces  of  the  eaftern  Polygars,  and 
had  likcwife  levied  all  the  horfe  and  foot  of  whatloever  kind  which 
could  be  procured;  but  his  principal  ftrength  was  the  1500  horfe  he 
had  before,  and  the  body  of  1 000  Sepoys  belonging  to  the  company 
under  the  command  of  Jemaul  Saheb,  whofe  Ioffes  had  been  recruited 
with  effective  men.  The  battle  was  fought  on  the  21ft  of  March, 
within  feven  miles  of  Tinivelly,  and  was  maintained0with  more  ob- 
ftinacy  than  ufual  in  the  fights  of  this  country,  until  Moodemiah  fell ; 

3  he 


f 


Book  V, 


Mad-' 


ura  and  Tin IV ell y. 

fell ;  he  was  cut  down  charging  bravely  with  his  cavalry ;  the  rout 
then  became  general ;  2000  Colleries  were  flam,  and  300  horfe,  with 
All  the  cannon  and  elephants  were  taken.  This  victory  faved  Madura, 
for  it  entirely  broke  the  army  of  the  confederates,  all  of  whom,  and 
the  Pulitaver  with  as  much  terror  as  any,  hurried  from  the  field  to 
the  fhelter  of  their  refpedtive  homes. 

The  news  of  the  vidtory  was  brought  to  Tritchinopoly  on  the  24th 
of  March,  by  which  time  Mahomed  Iffoof  was  ready  to  proceed  : 
his  detachment  confifted  of,  1200  Sepoys,  100  Cafifies,  150  Colle¬ 
ries,  and  4  field  pieces,  with  an  1 8  pounder  managed  by  Europeans. . 
The  king’ of  Tanjore  and  the  Polygar  Tondiman,  had  been  requefted 
■  to  Join  fome  of  their  troops  to  the  detachment :  the  interpofition  of 
the  prefidency  to  flop  their-quarrel,  having  offended  the  one,  as  much 
as  it  was -acceptable  to  the  other,  the  king  refuted,  but  the  Polygar 
promifed  the  afllftance  required.  For  fome  time  before  the  departure 
of  the  detachment,  Catabominaig  arid  the  Polygar  ofEtiaporum  had 
been' treating  with  captain  Calliaud  for  the  redemption  of  their  hof- 
tages,  and  it  Was  agreed  that  the  money  fhould  be  paid  on  their  being 
delivered  to  Tondiman.  Mahomed  Ifloof  therefore  took  the  hoftages 
with  him,  and.direfted  his  march  to  Puduco.tah,  the  principal  town 
belonging  to -Tondiman,  to  whole  care  they  were  furrendcred.  The 
t?bops  of  Tondiman  not  being  read}-,  Mahomed  Ifloqf  requefted  they 
might  Follow,  and  continued  his  rout,  marching,  not  through  the 
pafs,  but  to  the  eaftward  of  the  hills  which  bound  and  make  part  of 
the  foreft  of  Nattam  :  lie  then  ftruck  to  the  weftward  through  Ti- 
rambore,, where  Hands  the  pagoda  of  Coiiguddy.  On  the  6th  of 
April  he  arrived  at  Madura,  where  he  was  joined  on  the  10th  by 
Tondiman’s  brotber-in-law,  with  fome  Peons,  Colleries,  a  ad  horfe, 

*  which  remained  with  him  at  the  company’s  expence.  The  governor 
of  Madura,  Danilh  Mend  Khan,  wifhed,  although  he  did  not  know 
how,  to  preclude  Mahomed  Ifloof  from  anv  interference  with  the 
garril'on ;  but  Mahomed  Ifloof  with  his  uliial  pertinacity  examined 
every  thing  ftriftly,  and  found  every  thing  in  inch  diiordcr,  that  he 
was  convinced  the  plate  might  have  been  taken,  if  it  had  been  at¬ 
tempted  bv  no  other  force  than  that  of  the  Nattam  Colleries  under 
the  conduct  of  Mianah  ;  neverthclcls  it  was  with  reludlancc  the  go- 
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i  7^6.  vernor  could  be  induced  to  receive  a  reinforcement  of  two  compa- 
„;cs  of  Sepoys  into  the  town.  Having  employed  feme  days  hi  re¬ 
fitting  his  carriages  and  ftores,  he  proceeded  to  the  fort  of  Chevel- 
petore,  which,  notwithftanding  their  late  defeat,  remained  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy  ;  but  they  abandoned  it  on  his  appearance. 
Leaving  a  fufficicnt  garrifon  to  defend  it  in  future,  he  proceeded 
ncrofs  the  Nadamundalum  country  to  Cayetar,  a  town  about  25 
miles  north  of  Tinivelly,  where  Maphuze-Cawn  was  waiting  for 
him  with  his  viftorious  but  inactive  ’raiy. 

During  this  progrefs  Mahomed  Iifoof  had  not  been  able  to  collect 
any  money  from  the  revenues,  for  the  maintenance  of  his  troops ;  be- 
cauie  the  ravages  of  the  Poiygars  had  ruined  moft  of  the  villages 
and  cultivated  lands  of  the  country  through  which  he  palled ;  and 
the  real  detriment  of  thefe  devaluations  was  increafed  bythe  pre- 
tences  they  furnilhed  the  land-holders  to  fallify  their  accounts,  and 
plead  exemptions  for  more  than  they  had  loft.  He  found  Maphuze- 
Cawn  in  greater  diftrels  than  himfelf,  unable  either  to  fulfil  the 
ftipulations  at  which  he  had  rented  the  country  from  colonel. Heron 
or  to  fupply  the  pay  of  the  company's  Sepoys  left  with  him'-  under 
the  command  of  Jemaul  Saheb,  or  even  to  furnifh  enough,  exclufive 
of  long  arrears,  for  the  daily  fubliftance  of  his  own  ’troops.  This 
diftrefs  naturally  deprived  him  of  the  neceffarv  authority  over  the 
Jemmadars,  or  officers  of  his  cavalry,  who  in  Indoftan,  as  the  antient 
mercenary  captains  of  Italy,  hire  out  their  bands,  and  gain  not  a 
little  by  the  bargain.  Every  kind  of  diforder  likewile  prevailed  in 
■el'.  ‘.He  other  departments  of  his  adminiftration,  at  the  fame  time 
that  the  indolenfce  and  irrelolution  of  his  own  character  confirmed 
ail  the  evils  which  had  been  introduced  into  his  government. 

From  Cayetar,  Maphuze-Cawn  and  Mahomed  Woof  moved  with 
the  whole  army  to  the  woods  of  Etiaporum,  which  lie  about  30  miles 
to  the’Eaftof  Cayetar:  Catabominaig  and  the  Polygar  of  Etiaporum, 
were  in  the  camp :  the  former  had  by  his  agents  redeemed  his  hof- 
tages  at  Puducottah,  but  the  other  ftill  delayed ;  and  this  motion 
tvas  made  to  excite  his  fears,  although  no  threats  were  ufed ;  he 
neverthclefs  ftill  procraftinated,  and  his  alliance  was  at  this' time 
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deemed  too  valuable,  to  compel  him  by  the  exercife  of  hoftilities,  1 756. 
From  Etiaporum  they  crofled  the  country  to.  Coilorepettah,  a  flrong 
fort  fituated  near  the  great  road ;  it  belonged  to  a  Polygar .  named 
Condam-naigue,  who  on  the  firft  fummons  promifed  without  hefita- 
tion.  to  pay  the  tribute  demanded  of  him ;  but  continued  day  after 
day  to  fend  pretences  and  excufes  inftead  of  the  money :  at  length 
Mahomed  Woof  finding  himfelf  trifled  with,  battered,  and  then 
ftormed  the  fort.  It  was  well  defended.  The  ferjeant  of  the  Cof- 
fres,  and  8  of  that  company  were  killed  :  of  the  Sepoys  8  with  the 
commander  of  one  of  the  companies  were  killed,  and-  65  \yere 
wounded :  the  Colleries  fuffered  frill  more,  and  all  who  were  not 
killed,  were  made  prifoners,  amongft  whom,  the  Polygar  himfelf. 

From  Coilorepettab,  the'  whole  army  proceeded  to  Chevelpetore,  and 
encamped  under  this  fort  on  the  10th  of  June,  where,  moft  of  the 
neighbouring  Polygars,  terrified  by ’the  example  of  Coilorepettah, 
made  their  fubmiffions  either  in  perfon  or  by  their  agents.  Even  the 
Politaver  with  his  ufual  duplicity  fent  one  with  propofals  of  recon¬ 
ciliation,  and  the  Polygar  of  Elerampenah,  whofe  place  lies  between 
Coilorepettah  and  Chevelpetore,  redeemed  his  hoftages.  But  the  Po- 
lygar  of  Calancandan,  which  lies  x  3  miles  north-eaft  of  Chevelpetore, 
paying  no  regard  to  the  utual  fummons,  Mahomed  Woof  marched 
and  attacked  his  fort,  which  was  abandoned  after  a  flight  refiftance.- 
The  prefidency  of  Madrafs,  after  the  retreat  of  their  army  from 
Velore,had  had  no  .provocations  worthy  the  conteft,  to  induce  them 
to  engage  in  any  military  operations  in  the  Carnatic,  at  the  rifque  of 
drawing  the  French  again  into  the  field ;  and  the  government  of  ■ 
Pondicherry,  conducing  themfelves  by  intelligence,’  of  which  the 
Englifh  were  ignorant,  were  equally  averfe  to  venture  any  hoftilitics 
fhaf  might  diminiih  their  means  of  maintaining  the  advantages  they 
had  acquired  in  the  Decan,  which  from  their  former  fccurity  were 
at  this  time  approaching  to  the  utmoft  rifque  and  uncertainty,  in  the 
month  of  February  of  this  year,  Salabad-jing  took  the  field  again,  and 
marched  againft  the  city  ofSavanorc,  the  capital  of  one  of  the  three 
Pitan  Nabobs,  by  whofe  treachery  both  Nazir-jing  and  Murzafn-jing 
had  loft  their  lives.  The  fucccflfor  of  this  Nabob  had  hitherto  re- 
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r  756.  fufcd  to  acknowledge  the  authority  of  Salabad-jing,  anti  had  lately  en- 
1  tcred  into  a  defenfive  alba  nee  with  the  Morattoe  Morari-row,  who  with 
the  fame  fpirit  of  independence  had  likewife  refufed  to  pay  allegiance 
to  his  fovereign  the  Sahah  Rajah,  or  Prince  of  the  Morattoe  nations.’ 
The  city  of  Savanore,  or  Sailore,  lyeth  about  200  miles  ibuth-weft  of 
Golconclah,and  about  30  to  the  north-weft  of  Bifnagar:  it  is  extensive, 
well  peopled,  fituated  in  a  great  plain,  and  furrounded  by  a  wall  with 
round  baftions  and  towel’s.  On  a  rock  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from 
the  city  is  a  very  ftrong  fortrefs,  called  Bancapour,  whence  the  ca¬ 
pital  is  generally  called  by  the  two  names  together  of  Sanore  Banca¬ 
pour,  to  diftinguifh  it  from  another  town  belonging  to  a  Polygar  in 
thofe  countries,  -which  is  likewife  called  Sanore.  The  country  of 
which  Morari-row  had  takenpoflfeflion,  lies  about  220  miles  ibuth  of 
Golcondah  ;  to  the  north  it  adjoins  the  territory  of  Canoul ;  to  the 
foufb,  the  country  of  Colala;  and  to  the  weft,  the  country  of  Sanore 
Bancapour.  At  the  time  of  this  expedition  againft  the  Pitan  and  the 
Morattoe,  Seid  Lafkar-Khan  no  longer  held  the  office  of  Duan  to  Sa¬ 
labad-jing  :  for  notwithstanding  the  oaths  of  his  reconciliation  with 
Mr.  Bufly  at  Aurengabad  in  1 753,  he  lecretly  continued 'to  thwart  all 
h  is  purpofes ;  on  conviction  of  which  Mr.  Bufly  removed  him  from  that 
employment,  and  in  his  ftead  replaced  Shanavaze  Khan,  who  himfelf 
had  been  removed  for  the  other.  At  what  time  this  change  was  made 
we  do  not  know ;  but  Shanavaze  Khan  was  at  the  head  of  the  admi- 
niftration  when  the  army  took  the  field*  and  had  as  much  concealed 
aierfion  to  the  French  interefts  as  his  predeceflfor.  Jaffer  Ally  Khan, 
♦he  late  Nabob  of  Rajahmuiidrum,  had  received  lands  in  the  Decan  inr 
Jagier,  or  fief,  from  Salabad-jing',  when  he  made  his  fubmiflions  at  Au¬ 
rengabad  in  1754;  and,  in  coniequence  of  this  feudal  obligation,  now 
accompanied  his  lord  with  a  body  of  troops :  he  was  efteemed  an  aCtjve 
foldier,  and  having  been  deprived  of  his  government  becaufe  his  coun¬ 
try  had  been  ceded  to  the  French  company,  bore  much  hatred  to 
Mr.  Bufly  and  all  his  nation :  being  therefore  united  with  Shanavaze 
Khan,  the  friends  and  connexions  of  both  formed  a  very  powerful 
party,  determined  if  poffible  to  refeue  Salabad-jing  from  the  influence 
which  his  European  allies  had  obtained  over  alf  his  councils, 
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'  ’  Peace  fubfifting  at  this  time  between  Balagerow  and  Salabad-jing,it 
had  been  concerted  by  Shanavaze  Khan,  that  Balagerow  lhould  march 
from  Poni,  to  punilh  Morari-row,  at  the  feme  time  that  Salabad-jing 
took  the  field  againft  Savanore.  The'  two  armies  met,  united,  and 
agreed  to  affift  each  other  in  the  reduction  of  their  difobedient  vaffals, 
beginning  with  Savanore.  But  before  they  arrived  at  the  city,  Morari- 
row  had  reinforced  the  garrifon  with  a  confiderable  body  of  Morat- 
toes,  and  commanded  them  himfelf  in  perfon.  The  French  company 
were  indebted  to  him  a  large’  fum  on  account  of  his  fervices  in  the 
war  of  Tritchinopoly,  for  which  the  government  of  Pondicherry  had 
given  their  bond ;  and  he  had  often  threatened  mifehief  to  their  affairs, 
wherefoever  the  opportunity  lhould  offer,  if  the  money  were  not  paid. 
But  now  feeing  the  great  force  that  was  coming  againft  himfelf  and 
Sanore,  he  privately  offered  to  relinquifh  his  claim  upon  the  French ' 
company,  if  Mr.  Buffy  would  effedt  his  reconciliation  with  Balagerow 
upon  moderate  terms.  A  negociation  enlued  ;  it  was  entirely  con¬ 
duced  by  Mr.  Bully ;  and  the  Duan,  fb  far  from  impeding,  was  fe- 
cretly  rejoiced  that  he  lhould  adjuftj:he  terms.  We  have  obtained  no 
information  what  they  were,  farther  than  that  the  Nabob  of  Sanore  . 
.  and  Morari-row  made  their  fubmiflions  to  their  refpeftive  fuperiors, 
and  Morari-row  gave  up  to  Mr.  Bully  the  bond  of  the  French  com¬ 
pany.  As  fboh  as  the  peace  was  concluded,  the  Duan  flruck  the  blow 
he  had  long  meditated,  reprefenting  to  Salabad-jing  “  that  the  city 
“  of  Sanore  might  have  been  eafily  taken,  if  Mr.  Bully  had  not  pre- 
“  ferred  the  intereft  of  the  French,  company  with  Morari-rojv  to 
“thofeofthe  Soubahfhip  with  its  vaffals:  that  -the  French. had 
“  never  fupplied  any  money  to  his  government  from  the  province  of 
Arcot,  although  it  was  now  five  years  fince  they  had  been  entruffed 
“  With  the  adminiftration  of  that  country  ;  whereas,  the  ally  of  the 
“  Englifh',  Mahomed  Ally,  was  at  this  very  time  follicitins:  the  fame 
“  patents  for  himfelf,  ])roffering  an  annual  tribute  of  three  millions 
“  and  two  hundred  thonfand  rupees,  and  an  immediate  prefent  of  one 
“  million  two  hundred  thoufand,  as  loon  as  he  lhould  receive  the  pa- 
“  tents.”  Whoever  has  confidered  the  who]  rative, 

will  eafily  have  difcemcd  that  the  oppofition  ol  the  Entriilh  arms  had 
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left  the  French  no  great  gainers  by  their  titular  acquilition  of  thepro- 
vince  of  Arcot ;  and  we  cannot  determine  what  truth  there  might  be- 
in  the  allegation  of  the  offers  made  by  Mahomed  Ally,  becaufe  the 
prefidency  of  Madrafs  knew  nothing  of  them  :  however,  it  appears- 
that  Mr.  Buffy  believed  it ;  and  the  inveteracy  of  Jaffa r  Ally  Khan, 
who  bad  always  lome  correfpondence  with  the  Englifh,  prompted 
this  lord,  although  without  any  authority,  to  allure  Salabad-jing,  that 
if  he  would  remove  the  French  troops  from  his  fervice,  their  place 
lhould  be  immediately  fuppiied  by  an  equal  body  of  Lnglilh.  The 
party  againft  the  French  was  every  day  ftrengthened  by  the  accelfion 
of  other- lords ;  and  Salabad-jing,  although  he  relpedted  Mr.  Bully, 
had  not  refolution  enough  to  oppofe  this  powerful  combination. 

Shanavaze  Khan  now  communicated  the  intentions  of  the, confe¬ 
deracy  to  Balagerow,  aiid  follicited  his  affiftance,  as  in  a  common 
caufe,  to  rid  the  Soubah  and  the  Decan  of  thefe  dangerous  intruders, 
propofmg,  as  the  Ihorteft  and  fureft  means,  to  begin  by  affaflmating 
Mr.  Buffy.  Civilities  had  paffed  between  Balagerow  and  Mr.  Buffy, 
not  only  during  the  prefent  campaign,  but  on  former  occafions,  and 
they  mutually  efteenied  each  other;  from  which,  and  his  own  charac¬ 
ter,  which  was  luperior  to  molt  in  Indoftan,  he  rSjedled  the  propofal 
of  affaffination  with  dilHain:  from  another  motive  he  likewife  refilled 
to  commit'anv  hoftilities  againft  the  French  troops ;  being  not  without 
views  of  attaching  Mr.  Buffy  to  his  own  fervice,  if  the  animofity  be¬ 
tween  him  and  the  miniftry  of  Salabad-jing  lhould  become  irreconcile- 
able.  Shanavaze  Khan,  although  much  dilappointed  by  the  refufal  of 
Baiagerow,  nevcrthelels  perlifted  in  his  purpole,  and  lignified  to  Mr.- 
Bully,  in  the  name  of  Salabad-jing,  the  refolution  of  dilmilfing  the 
French  troops  from  his  fervice,  ordering  them  to  retire  out  of  his, 
territories  without  delay ;  but  promiling  that,  if  they  committed  no 
hoftilities,  they  lhould  receive  no  moleftation  in  their  retrdat. 

Mr.  Bully  knew  full  well  that  Salabad-jing  had  concurred  to  this 
refolution  more  from  imbecillity  than  inclination :  and  hoping  that 
fome  favourable  incident,  in  a  government  lb  fertile  in  events,  would 
foon  induce  him  to  recall  the  French  troops,  received  the  order  ot 
difmiflion,  without  manifefting  any  refentment,  and  laid  th^t  he  was 
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as  defirous  as  his  enemies  to  quit' a  connexion  fraught  with  fo  much 
jealouly  and  difconterit.  Accordingly  he  immediately  removed,  and 
encamped  all  his  force  at  fome  diftance  from  the  army  of  Salabad-jingr 
giving  out  that  he  intended  to  proceed  to  Mafulipatnam.  At  the  fame 
time  he  difpatched  letters  to  the  government  of  Pondicherry,  requeu¬ 
ing  them  to  fend  to  that  place  with  the  utmoft  expedition  all  the  force 
which  could  be  fpared  from  the  lervices  of  Coromandel.  At  the  fame 
time  Salabad-jing,  now  entirely  governed  by  Shanavaze  Khan,  like- 
wife  difpatched  letters,  which  were  followed  by  an  agent,  to  the  prefi- 
dency  ofMadrafs,  requefting  that  they  would  immediately  fend  a  body 
of  troops  to  affift  in  expelling  the  French  out  of  his  dominions. 

.  The  very  day  that  the  French  troops  quitted  the  army  of  Salabad- 
jing,  Balagerow  lent  a  deputation  of  his  principal  officers  to  Mr. 
Bully,  congratulating  him  on  his  reparation  from  fo  perfidious  and 
ungrateful  a  nation  as  the  Moors:  thele  were  his  expreffions :  and 
follicited  his  alliance,  propofing  that  the'French  troops  Ihould  a£t  as 
auxiliaries  to  the  Morattoes,  as  they  had  to  Salabad-jing;  and  prof¬ 
fering  the  fame  allowances  to  the- troops,  the  fame  emoluments  to 
Mr.  Bully  himfelf,  and  as  great  advantages  to  the  French  company, 
as  had  been  granted  by  that  prince.  Mr.  Bully  declined  to  accept 
t]iis  offer,  by  the  obvious  excufe  of  his  dependance  on  the  orders  of 
Pondicherry and  began  his  march.  Neverthelefs  Balagerow,  with 
a  fpirit  of  chivalry  of  which  as  little  now  remains  in  the  eaftern  as 
in  the  weftern  part  of  the  world,  detached  a  body  of  6000  horfe  with 
orders  to  accompany  Mr.  Bully  until  he  Ihould  think  himfelf  out  of 
the  reach  of  purluit  or  interruption  from  the  Soubalfef  tbretey- -and 
to  leave  nothing  wanting  to  the  confummation  of  this  politenels,  this 
•■cavalry  was  commanded  by  a  general  of  the  firft  diftinftion  amongft 
the  Morattoes  for  his  riches,  and  of  the  higheft  reputation,  next  to 
Balagerow  himfelf,  for  his  military  talents,  liis  name  was  Malarjee 
Holcar.  '  , 

The  French  troops  were  600  Europeans  in  battalion,  5000  well- 
dilciplined  Sepoys,  a  well-appointed  train  of  field  artillery,  two  troops 
of  Huffars,  one  of  dragoons,  and  one  of  grenadiers;  in  all  200  Euro¬ 
pean  riders.  This  force,  with  the  Morattoe  cavalry,  were  more  than 
able  to  cope  with  the  whole  army  of  Salabad-jing.  After  eight  days 
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: march  without  any  appearance  of  oppofition,  Mr.  Buffy  difmiffedthe 
Morattoes,  making  grateful  acknowledgments,  and  fbme  prefents  to 
I-Iolcar  and  Balagerow.  But  he  was  miftakcn  in  his  fecurity ;  for 
Shanavaze  Khan  receiving  by  his  fpies  and  fcouts  vfcry  expeditious 
information  of  the  departure  of  the  Morattoes,  immediately  detached 
25000  men,  horfe  and  foot,  under  the  command  of  Jaffer  Ally  Khan, 
in  purfuit  of  the  French  troops.  Orders  had  alfo  been  previoufly 
fent  to  all  the  chiefs  of  the  neighbouring  countries  to  obftrucl  their 
progrels ;  but  none  of  thefe  ventured  the  rifque,  until  they  came  to 
the  diftri&s  of  a  Polygar,  named  Maladirao,  fituated  near  the  bank 
of  the  Kriftna,  about  90  miles  to  the  fouth-weft  of  Hyderabad ;  who 
confiding  in  the  thicknefs  of  his  woods,  and  the  perplexities  of  the 
ways  which  traversed  them,  harraffed  the  line  of  march  for  iome 
hours,  and  killed  Iome  men,  amongft  whom  an  officer  of  reputation 
named  La  Martiniere.  Marching  on  from  the  woods, without  in- 
termiffion,  they  found  the  Kriftna  fordable,  and  palled  it  without 
delay  ;  and  juft  as  the  laft  picquet  had  got  over,  the  river  began  to 
fwell,  and  the  r  an  of  Jaffer  Ally  Khan’s  army  appeared  on  the  other 
bank  ;  where  they  were  detained  15  days  by  this  interruption,  which 
permitted  the  French  troops  to  proceed  at  leifure,  and  without  fur¬ 
ther  moleftation.  What  remained  of  the  march  to  Mafulipatnam, 
even  in  the  fiiortcft  road,  was  more  than  200  miles  ;  and  through"  a 
very  embarraffed  and  inhofpitable  country.  Sicknefs  prevailed 
amongft  the  Europeans,  the  ftores  of  ammunition  were'  not  fufficient 
for  ?.ny  long  continuation  of  lervice,  provifions  failed,  money  was 
ftill  roerc-lbarce,  the  Sepoys  began  to  murmur  and  defert  for  want 
■of  pay  ;  and  Mr.  Buffy  knowing  that  thefe  diftreffes  could  no  where 
be  fo  well  redreffed,  as  by  means  of  the  connexions  which  he  main-, 
tained  at  Hyderabad,  turned  his  march  to  this  city,  and  arrived  thfcre 
on  the  14th  of  June. 

The  city  of  Hyderabad  is  fttuated  60  miles  north  from  the  Kriftna. 
It  is  enclofed  by  a  wall  20  feet  high,  defended  by  fmall  round  towers. 
The  river  Mouffi  coming  from  the  weftward,  runs  near  the  north¬ 
ern  part  of  the  walls,  from  which  it  is  feparated  by  a  ftrand,  which  it 
sometimes  overflows  in  the  rains.  The  city  extends  along  fhe  courle 
of  the  river  only  one-  mile,  but  recedes  from  it  three.  Thefe  is  a  ftone 
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bridge*  but  not  of  arches,  300  yards  in  length  over  the  river  The 
garrifon  at  this  time  was  but  {lender,  for  molt  of  the  citablilhed  troops 
of  the  government  had  marched  with  Saiabad-jing. 

The  French  troops  encamped  about  a  mile  to  the  w.eftward'of  the 
City,  and  their  appearance  terrified  the  inhabitants ;  but  on  receiving ; 
aflurances  from  Mr.  Buffy  that  no  violence  was  intended,  if  his  army 
were  not  treated  as  enemies,  quiet  was  reftored,  and  the  common  in-  • 
tercourfes  of  peace  were  carried  011  between  the  camp  and  the  city:1 
the  bankers  moreover  lent  Mr.  Bully  money  on  his  own  credit,  w.ith 
which  he  difcharged  the  pay  .due  to  the  Sepoys  ;  and  they  inftead  of " 
being  latisfied  with  this  equity,  demanded  an  advance  for  the  time 
coming,  which  not  being  given,  whole  companies  of  them  together.' 
deferted.  Some  bullocks  which  had  been  lent  to  bring  grain  from  a; 
village: about  15  miles  from-  the  city,  were  attacked  and  taken  by  the. 
troops  of  the  diftrict,  joined  by  a  few  ftraggling  Morattoes,  who  had: 
crolfed  the  Kriftna  juft  before  it  rofe  :  on  which  Mr.  Bully- fent  an. 
agent  named  Romi  Khan,  whom  he  uliially  employed  in  liich  mef— 
fages,  to  the  governor  of  the  city,  requeuing  he  would  either  reftore 
the  bullocks  thathad  been  taken,  or  make  reftitution  of  an  equal  num¬ 
ber.  Tile  governor,  by  name  Ibrahim-ally,  was  nephew  to  Jaffer-ally 
Khan,  and- married  to  one  of  his  daughters;  and  partaking  of  his  un-  ■ 
cfe’s  animofity  to  Mr.  Bully,  treated  the  meffage  with  indignation,  and 
the  melfenger  with  contempt,  who  retorted  with  infolence;  this  pro¬ 
duced  abufe,  which  Romi  Khan  revenged  on  the  (pot,  by  (tabbing 
Ibrahim-ally’to  the  heart  with  his  poignard,.and  was  himfelf  immedi¬ 
ately  cut  down  by  the  attendants.  But  even  this  evciit^i'd'urnt-excitg 
any  averlion  to  the  French  in  the  inhabitants  of  the  city ;  for  the  peo-'v' —  \ 

•  pie  of  Indoftan  are  generally  l'o  much  opprefled,  that  if  they  do  not: 
rejoice,  at  leaft  they  rarely  regret  the  lot's  of  any  of  their  rulers  ;.un— 
lels  amongft  feme  of  the  Indian  Hates,  in  which  religion  and  antiquity 
hath  annexed  veneration  to  the  dclccndants  of  their  ancient  princes'. 

•  Although  no  diligence  had  been  omitted,  the  French  army-  were  • 
not  ready  to  proceed  from  Hyderabad  before  the  Morattoe  cavalry  of 
Sahbad-jing’s  army  came  up:  they  were  12000  under  leveral  chiefs . 
indcpendaiit  of  Balagerow,  who  held  fiefs  under  the  Mogul  govern¬ 
ment  in  the  Decan,  on  condition  of  military  ferviec.  This  cavairv  ap¬ 
peared 
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peared  on  the  26th  of  June,  and  encamped  about  fix  miles  from  tike 
French  army. .  The  nexf.day  their  generals  fummoned  Mr.  Bufljyin 
the  name  of  Salabad-jing,  to  furrendcr  all  his  artillery,  excepting  the 
fix  field  pieces  which  he  had  brought  from  Pondicherry,  and  to  relin- 
quifh  the  attributes  ,of  his  Moonfii  dignities,  promifing  on  thefe  con¬ 
ditions  to  let  him  proceed  quietly  to  Mafulipatnam.  Mr.  Bufiy  replied, 
that  he  acknowledged  the  mandates  of  no  man  to  difarm  himfelf,  and 
that  he  held  his  dignities  from  the  Emperor,  not  from  Salabad-jing^ 
Meflages  of  negociation  neverthelefs  continued. 

On  the  30th  of  June  the  lieutenant  of  Hufiars  went  forth.with 
half  the  troop  to  reconnoitre,  and,  being  fhort  lighted,  led  them  with¬ 
out  fufpefting  the  danger  into  covered  and  unequal  ground,  where 
they  were  fuddenly  furrounded  by  a  much  fuperior  number  of  Morat- 
.  toes,  iffuing  from  the  other  fide  of  a  hill,  who  immediately  attacked 
them  on  all  fides.  The  Hufiars,  as  is  the  cuftom  of  thefe  troops  in 
fuch  emergencies,  endeavoured  to  difperfe,  and  each  man  to  fave  him¬ 
felf  as  he  heft  could :  the  reft  of  the  troop  in  the  camp  feeing  the 
danger  of  their  comrades,  mounted  and  galloped  to  their  affiftance,  not 
in  a  compaft  body,  to  winch  the  others  might  rally,  but  all  fingling  . 
out  different  antagonifts  ;•  in  which  irregular  manner  of  combat,. the 
.Morattoes  tbemfelves  are  equal  to  any  borfemen  in  the  world.  The 
troop  of  French  dragoons  feeing  the  Hufiars  in  flight,  mounted  and 
fallied  to  cover  their  retreat,  but  in  regular  order;  and  the  Morattoes 
awed  by  their  difeipline  quitted  the  fight,  having  killed  the  lieutenant 
and  two  Hufiars,  and  defperately  wounded  twenty-feven.  others ;  they 
).ikev,Jfer:toc\fix  horfes;  and  fent  away  feven  caps  or  hats  which  they 
'  had  picked  up  on  the  field,  as  a  trophy  of  their  victory,  to  Salabad-jing- 
Their  chiefs,  elated  by  this  fiiccefs,  propol'ed  fuch  extravagant  terms,  ^ 
•that  Mr.  Bufiy,  knowing  they  would  become  more  arrogant  the  mare 
follicitude  he  fliewed  for  peace,  broke' off  the  negociation  abruptly, 
arid  confulted  his  officers  on  the  future  operations  of  the  war. 

He  reprefented  to  them,  that  “  defective  as  their  force  was  in  ca- 
“  valry,  it  would  fcarcelybe  poflible  for  the  infantry  and  artillery  alone 
“  to  protect  the  long  train  of  carriages  required  for  the  fkk,  baggage, 

■“  itoi  es,  provifions,  and  ammunition,  through  a  march  of  2<jo  miles 

K  “  to 
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“  t0  Mafulipatnam,  from  the  mediant  attacks  of  the  Morattoes,'  as 
“  well  as  Salabad-jing’s  cavalry,  which  were  approaching :  and  if 
“  they  fhould  gain  tlieir  way  to  this  place,  other  evils  would  be  the 
“  eonlequep.ee  of  their  fuccefs;  fince  the  enemy  accompanying  their 
“  progrefs  would  carry  the  ravages  of  war  into  the  ceded  provinces ; 
“  and  by  ruining  the  revenues,  would  cut  off'  the  only  refource  which 
“  regained  for  the  maintenance  of  the  army.”  He  therefore  pro- 
poled  thqt  “they  fhould  ftand  their  ground  where  they  were;  that 
“  altho’  the  city  itfelf  was  too  extenlive  and  too  weak-  to  be  defended. 
“  by  their  force,  there  was  a  port  at  hand  capable  of  containing  the 
“  army  and  all  its  equipments  ;  in  'which  they  fliould  defend  them- 
“  felves  to  extremity,  in  exportation  of  the  reinforcements  he  had 
“  requelled  from  Pondicherry,  and  not  without  hopes  that  the  good. 
“  dilbofifion  of  Salabad-jing  himfelf  might  prevail  over  the  evil  in- 
“  tentions  of  his  minifters  and  produce  a  reconciliation,  which  in  all 
“  probability  would  be  precluded  for  .  ever,  if  the  army  retreated  to 
“  fuch  a  diftance  as  Mafulipatnam  :  at  all  events  they  could  at  laft 

All  the  officers  concurred  in  opinion  with  their  general.  The  poll; 
they  refolvcd  to  take,  was  a  palace  of  retirement  from  bufinefs,  built 
by  the  kings  of  Golcondah,  when  mighty.  It  is  called  the  garden  of 
Charrnaul,  and  is  an  cnclofure  of  6oo_  by  500  yards  ;  it  is  fituated 
on  the  flrand  of  the  river  Mouffi,  and  in  the  north-weft  angle  of  the 
city  :  in  the  middle  is  a  great  tank  of  water,  fquare,  and  lined  to  the 
bottom  with  fteps  of  Hone  :  at  fame  diflance,  are  four  great  build¬ 
ings,  one  facing  each  fide  of  the  tank,  feparated  from 
all  together  capable  of  lodging  a  multitude.  Early  in  the  morning 
of  the  5th  of  July,  the  day  after  the  council,  the  French  army  began 
to  move  from  their  camp  ;  at  the  fame  time  the  advanced  guards, 
eftablifhed  towards  the  enemy’s  camp,  remained  in  their  ports;  for 
the  Morattoes  were  in  the  field ;  who  nevcrthelefs  did  not  venture  to 
attack  any  part  of  the  line,  excepting  the  iaft  troops  as  they  were 
quitting  the  advanced  ports,  by  whom  they  were  repuMcd  ;  but  ftili 
hovered  around.  Mr.  Bully  therefore  waited  in  the  plain  until  the 
evening,  ’when  the  whole  army  entered  the  garden  without  inter- 
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About  this  time  the  agent  lent  by  Salabad-jing  from  Sanore'atiwed 
at  Madrafs  :  the  letters  announcing  the  purport  of  his  embafly  were 
received  fome  days  before  ;  but  the  full  extent  of  Salabad-jing’s  pro- 
pofals  remained  to  be  explained  by  the  agent  in  perfon.  Nothing*, 
could  be  more  acceptable  to  the  prefidency  than  the  invitation  he 
brought ;  for  lince  the  difappointment  of  the  expedition,  which  the 
company  had  projected  to  be  carried  on  from  Bombay,  they  defjSred 
of  having  another  opportunity  of  linking  at  the  French  influence  in 
the  northern  pa'rts  of  the  Decan  ;  on  which,  neverthelefs,  the  very 
exiftence  of  the  Englilh  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel  feemed  to  de¬ 
pend.  They  therefore  with  great  alacrity  affured  Salabad-jing  of 
their  intentions  to  comply  with  his  requell,  and  were  on  the  point 
of  ordering  a  detachment  of  300  Europeans  and  1 500  Sepoys  to  take 
the  field;  when  in  the  middle  of  July  they  received  letters  from  Ben¬ 
gal,  informing  them  of  the  greateft  danger  that  had  ever  threatened 
the  company  Yeftate  in  the  Eall  Indies;  to  retrieve  which  from 
utter  perdition  required  nothing  lefs  than  the  exertion  of  the  utmoft 
force  that  could  be  Ipared  from  the  coaft  of  Coromandel. 
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IN  Page  252,  inftcad  of  the  Paragraph  beginning  with  the  words, 

“  In  the  month  of  Auguft  Salabad-jing  exhibited”— and  ending 
“  an  embailador  from  the  great  Mogul” — Read  as  follows. 

In  the  month  of  Auguft  Salabad-jing  exhibited  another  ceremony  1 
to'  amufe  the  people,  receiving  a  delegate  from  Delhi,  who  brought, 

;as  was- pretended,  the  ferpaw,  or  veft,  with  the  fword,  and  other 
•fymbols  of  fovereignty,  which  the  Great  Mogul  fends  to  his  viceroys, 
on  their  appointments.  He  remained  at  Aurengabad  during  the 
reft  of  this  year  fettling  his  government,  without  the  interruption  of 
any  military  operations.  But  in  the  fpring  of  the  next  year '1752, 
Balagerow,  encouraged  as  before  by  Ghazi-o-dean  Khan  from  Delhi, 
invaded  his  dominions  with  40,000  horfe,  which  feparating  in  various 
detachments,  committed  all  kind  of  ravage  and  devaftation.  The 
river  Gunga  flowing  about  35  miles  to  the  weftward  of  Aurengabad, 
wa’s  at  this  time  the  boundarybetween  the  territories  of  the  Soubah- 
fhip  and  of .  Balagerow,  whofe  capital,  Poni,  is  by  the  ufual  road 
about  130  miles  diftant  from  the  other  city,  and  had  no  kind  of  de¬ 
fences.  Salabad-jing  having  taken  the  field  with  all  his  forces,  fub- 
mitted  the  diredlion  of  the  campaign  to  Mr.  Buffy,  whp  -  ir.ftcad  of 
oppofing  the  incurfions  of  the  Morattoes  into  the  territories  of  the'"* 
goubahfhip,  retaliated  the  fame  mifehiefs  in  their  country,  and  ad- 
vartced  within  30  miles  of  Pont.  This  foon  recalled  the  Morattoes, 
who  burnt  alMheir  own  villages  in  front  and  on  either  hand  of  his 
progrefs;  and  even  deftroyed  their  granaries  in  Poni  itielf.  At  the 
fame  time  their  detachments  interrupted,  harrafled,  and  cut  oft'  the 
Soubah’s  convoys  of  provifions,  all  of  which  came  from  behind,  and 
from  far.  They  likewife  ieveral  times  infulted  the  Soubah’s  encamp¬ 
ments,  but  in  thefe  Ikirmifhes  were  always  repulfcd  with  lofs  by  the 
,  K  k  k  2  French. 
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French  mu  Ike  try  and  artillery.  Neverthelefs  the  Soubah’s  afflfty  was 
almoft  famifhed  :  and  the  countries  of  both  having  fuffered  equally 
by  this  wafteful  war,  Balagerow  contented  to  a  ceflation  of  hoftilities 
for  a  prefent  of  100,000  rupees.  This  treaty  was  concluded  in  the 
beginning  of  July  ;  when  Salabad-jing,  without  returning  to  Auren- 
gabacl,  proceeded  with  his  whole  army  towards  Colcondab  j  and  in  ' 
the  rout  exafted  the  fubmifiions  and  received  the  tributes  due  from 
feveral  refractory  Zemindars  ;  but  the  Rajah  of  Neiwnel,  the  tnoft 
powerful  in  thefe  parts  of  the  Decan,  and  feveral  others  of  inferior 
note,  united,  and  oppefed  the  army  of  Salabad-jing,  with  all  their 
forces,  which  were  very  numerous,  but  irregular :  a  general  battle  en- 
fued,  in  which  the  Rajahs  were  routed,  and  Neirmel  himfeif  (lain; 
after  which  Salabad-jing  met  no  farther  oppofition  during  the  reft  of 
his  progrefs  to  Golcondah.  In  the  beginning  of  this  campaign,  Mr. 
Bull)'  hearing  of  the  decline  of  Chunda-laheb’s  fortunes  at  Tritchi- 
nopoly,  employed  the  influence  which  the  expectation  of  his  imme¬ 
diate  fervices  gave  him  over  the  councils  of  Salabad-jing,  to  obtain  a 
commiffion,  appointing  Mr.  Dupleix  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic,  notwith- 
ftanding  that  Chunda-faheb  was  at  that  time  alive;  this,  with  feveral 
other  pompous  patents,  was  fent  to  Pondicherry,  and  Salabad-jing 
promifed  they  fhould  foon  be  followecf  by  an  ambaffador  from  the 
Great  Mogul.  ■  ■ 
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ARCOT,  Province  of,  m,  p ,  153.  183.  2 
208.  245.  265.  326.  See  CARNATIC. 

ARCOT,  NABOBSHIP  of,  NABOBS  of 
general,  extent  of  their  jurifdiftion,^;.  lev 
the  Mogul’s  tribute  from  the  kingdoms  of  & 
fore  and  Tritchinopoly, ’ 58.  negle&ed  to  | 
the  Morattoes  their  fine.  41.  Vclcre,  the  gn 


cotah,  although  in  the  Carnatic,  does  not  de¬ 
pend  on  the  Nabob  of  Arcor :  why,  326.  a 
fine  paid  to  the  Nabobs  by  the  Eng.  for  Ma- 
drafs,  338.  Madura  and  Tiniyelly  neceffary  to 


ARCOT ;  NABOBS  of,  mentioned  *  129.  337. 
.fRCOr,  NABOB  ok,  or  NABOB  OF  THE 
•  CARNATIC.  Thefc  terms,  as  equivalent,  are 


Akwakooean  Khan,  p ,  52.  60. 
Chundasaheb,  p,  129.  136.  144.  if 

38? 

Dunux,  p ,  s;»,  ,j6. 
MahOMEDALJ-Y,  p,  1)1. 

Mohtizally,  P,  47.  49.  *75.  if!. 
Rajahsaheu,  p.  153,  353. 175. 

$>ADaTD*LI.  SH,  ,.37. 

Ssto  Mahomed,  p,  50,  54.  1 18. 


r  \- 


which  the  Fr.  are  intirely  rouud  by  Major 
Lawrence,  £56,  357,  ponfequpnccs,  *6i,  fif 

P.AJAZET  vanrjuidied  by  Tamerlane,  15. 

5  iLdOAl"  Mountains  ’of,  the  river  Ghcrla 
tit  fee  nth  from  them,  415. 

BaUfore  Rmd. — * —  1 745*  .  French  (hips  taken 

BALAGEROW,  EALAZRROW,  General  of 
the  Sahah  Rajah,  or  king  of  the  M^atfoe  na« 
tion.-~r— »X75i.  March  employed  §Y  Gba?io~ 
din  Khan,  oppofes  Salabac'.jing  in,  bis  march 
from  the  JCriftna  to  Golcondah,  but  makes 
peace  with  him  for  money,  w.  a 5*.-*-* 
!?<;?.  In  the  fpring  renews  the  <’,var  in  the 
country  between  Toni  and  Aurengnbad,  jnd 
again  make!,  peace  for  money,  435,  436.  Jo 


broke,  and  Namur  ion:  in  me  nurricane,  109. 
He  takes  a  lead  in  the  war  with  Tanjore,  1 10 
and  1 18.  In  Augujl  he  receives  Madrafs  from 
the  French,  130.  and  takes  pofleffion  of  St. 
Thom£,  131.  fails  oh  the  31ft  of  O&cber  from 
Fort  St.  David  to  England,  133. 

Bound-hedge  of  Pon  djch£ rut  deferibed,  1  o  t  . 
has  redoubts,  102. 

Sou  ns  on,  Ifle  of.  In  1746,  under  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Dchbourctonnais,  64.  m,  90.  dis¬ 
covered  by  the  Portugueze,  who  caHfed  it  Maf- 
carenas.  the  Fr.  took  poffeifton  of  it  in  1675. 
defeription  of  the  Ifland,  and  its  colonifts,  92, 


to  Brampore  by  Ghaziod< 
,  250.  diftri&s  near  Bran 


and  beat,  300,  30*.  *#» 
BRITAIN,  GREAT,  th 
France  in  1744,  h  35- 
lion  of  arms,  1748, 


ham  he  is  baffled 
j*  declared  with 


I  N  D  E  X. 


vli 


Si,:? 


d,  130.  the  miniftry  of  Great  Britain  iii- 

- _*  in  tkeaffairs  of  Coromandel,  365. 

BRITISH  have  acquired  much  honour  ih 


BRITISH  miniftry,  in  1753  begin 
Dupleix’s  fchemes,  365. 

BRITISH  nation,  293. 

Budasaheb,  brother  of-  Chundafaheb.  1 736, 
placed  by  him  in  ihe  government  of  Madura, 
39— — !74t»  Defeated  and  killed  coining  to 
relieve  his  brother  befitged  in  Tritchinopolv, 

44* 

Bui.ki.ey,  Lieutenant.  1751,  December,  killed 
at  Conjeveram,-'20o. 

Boxy.  1746,  December  the  8th,  marches  with 
the  Fr.  troops  againft  Fort  St.  David.  They 
retreat  in  confufion,  80,  81,  8a. 

BUSSY.  1750,  Augujl,  takes'Gingee,  151,  152. 
Dexember  4th,  is  fecond  in  command  at  the 
battle  againft  Nazirjing.  155,13^- — 1751, 
January ,  commands  the  Fr.  troops  fent  with 
Murzafajing  into  the  Decan,  163.  retrieves  the 
battle  againft  the  Pitan  Nabobs,  163,  164. 
appoints  Salabadjing  Subah  on  the  death  of 
Murzafajing,  165,  166.  March  ijth,  takes 

,  Canoul,  048, 249.  provides  for  Sadoudin  Khan 
the  fon  of  Murzafajing,  249.  the  army  op- 
pofed  by  Balagerow,  250.  arrive  at  Goicon- 
dah,  April  z d,  z;o.  pay  allowed  to  the  French 
troops.  250.  June  10th,  arrives  with  Sala¬ 
badjing  at  Aurengabad,  ap,  252: - ,752, 

his  campaign  tn  the  Morattoe  country  towards 
Poni,  435,  436.  Defeats  the  Rajahs  in  the 
inarch  to  Golcondah,  436.  Ofiober,  his  cam¬ 
paign  againft  Balagerow  and  Ragogee  Bonfola: 
♦  peace  concluded  at  Beder,  273,  274.  obtains 
Condavir  for  the  Fr.  company,  328.  the  war 
renewed  by  Ragogee,  and  peace  made  witli  him 
atCalbergain  November,  328,  329.  becomes 
odious  to,  and  is  oppofed  by  Sdd  Laflcar  Khan 
and  others  of  Salabadjing’s  minifters,  329,  330, 
— ■ --  I  7$3,  January,  falls  ill  at  Calberga,  and 
goes  to  Mafulipatnam,  350.  during  his  abfence 
Seid  Lafi;ar  difgufts  the  Fr.  troops,  330,  331, 
332.  returns  to  Hyderabad  July  23.  proceeds, 
with  them  to  Aurengabad;  arrives  there +No- 
*  vember  23d.  His  interview  with  Salabadjing  : 
is  reconciled  to  Seid  Lafkar  Khan,  and  obtains 
the  provinces  of  Elore,  Muftaplianagar,  Ra- 
jamuudrum,  and  Chicacole,  333,  334,  335. 
remains  the  reft  of  the  year  at  Aurengabad, 

336;  ”,  337 - 1754.  marches  with' Sola- 

•badjing  from  Aurengabad  mto  Berar  againft 
Ragogee  Bonfola:  peace  made  in  April .  May, 
Unify  comes  to  Hyderabad,  372,373.  goes  to 
Mainlipatmur.  In  July,  snd  from  thence  into 
ihe  ceded  provinces,  374.  his  merit  acknow¬ 
ledged  and  diftmguiflv.d  by  Dopltyv,  379.  m, 
j€8.— 1755,  his  powers  continued  by  Gode- 
hru;  4031  returns  to  Hyderabad,  404.  iparcfte* 


with  Salabadjing  into  Myfore,  lo  Seringapatam, 
they  levy  a.  contribution,  and  meet  Balagerow 
there,  404,  405.  return 'to  Hyderabad,  40$. 
— — 175 6,  marches  with  Salabadjing  againft 
Savnnore  and  Morarirow, and  makes  the  peace 
there  \i\  May,  426,  427.  the  rupture  with  Sa- 
labadjmg’s  miniftry,  from  whofe  fervice  lie 
and  all  the  Fr.  troops  are  difmiflcd,  427,  428. 
intention  to  afiafllnate  him,  428.  refpe&ed  by 
Balagerow,  and  tfcorted  bv  Moiargee  Holcac 
in  his 'retreat,  428,  429.  Jure  the  14th,  ar¬ 
rives  at  Hyderabad,  430,  his  agent  Romi  Khan 
kills  the  governor,  and  is  killed,  431.  followed 
by  the  Moratroes  of  Salabadjing,  who  gain  an 
•advantage  over  his  buffers,  431,  432.  relblves 
to  make  a  ftand  in  Chnrmaul,  until  reinforced 


^lADI,  the  Mahomedan  judge  in  cafes  of 

Caffbe,  Caffre.es,  fervinginLa  Bourdonnais* 
fquadron,  62.  fome  as  foldiers,  whom  he 
leaves  at  Pondicherry:  they  were  natives  of 
Madagafcar  and  the  Eaft  coaft  of  Africa, '  8x. 
are  flaves  in  the  Hies  of  Bourbon  and  Mauri¬ 
tius,  93.  where  they  are  fubje£t  to  the  fmall- 
pox  and  other  mortalities,  94.  Anwarodean. 

Khan  killed  by  a  Fr.  Caffree,’  128. - 1750, 

July,  a  company  of  them  ferving  in  the  Eng- 

Jifti  army,  148. - 1751,  July,  march  with 

Gingen,  171,  and  behave  refolutely  at  Vol- 
condah,  174.  and  at  Utatoor,  174  and  176. 
polled  in  the  entrenchment  at  Tritchinopoly, 

soi. - 1752,  June,  the  Fr.  Caffres  taken  at 

Seringham  confidered  as  ftri<ft  ]>rifoners,  239. 
July,  the  Eng.  Caffres,  the  firft  caufe  of  the 

rout  at  Vicravandi,  255. - 1755,  June,  in. 

the  rear  guard  at  Natam,  392. - 1756,  ico 

and  Tinivelly  countries,  423. 

Calr.cad,  fort  in  the  Tinivelly  country,  30  m.  n. 
of  Cape  Comorin.— — 1752,  fold'bv'Moodc- 
miah  to  the  K.  of  Tra\ - 


>y  Mapbirzc  Khan 


CALCUTTA ;  Prefidencv  of  the  Eng.  fctrl, 
in  Bengal,  33.  Mcdwav  hove  down 
1747,/,  88.  Dirpleix  threatened  to  re: 


7.  '  See  Bengal  iu  p. 


5  armies,  in  which  v^amaua  oeats  orr  the  ene¬ 
my,  3 54,355,  356.  deputed  to  the  K.  of  Tan- 
jore,  361. —  1755,  April,  commands  in  Trit- 
chinopoly,  a&ive,  prepares  to  oppofe  Maiifin, 
--i  -  icile  Tanjorcand 


Tomli,5 


-1756, 


equip  Mahomed  Ifibof,  42 1.  rele.ifes  the  hof- 

Cainels,  carry  difpatchcs  of  expedition, ^68.  \nd 

Campf  description  of  a  camp  in  India,  22S,  229. 
of  the  Myfore  camp,  3 1 1. 

Campbell,  Charles,  Captain.— 1753,  Septem¬ 
ber  the  19th,  defends  the  water-courfe  before 
Tritchinopoly,  308.  September  alit,  ferves  at 
the  battle  of  the  Sugar-ioaf  Rock,  '310. 

.Caxara,  Country  on  the  Malabar  Coaft,  ex¬ 
tends  between  the  rivers  Alega  and  Cangre- 
cora,  Bedrour  adjoins  to  it  on  the  Weft,  12 1. 
Casdahar,  JCakdahar.— — 173S,  1739- 
Nadir  Schsh  invades  Jndoftan  from  hence, 

23. - j  74.7,  Ahmed  the  AbdaUi  becomes 

King  of  Candahar,  and  from  hence  in  1748, 
invades  Indoftan,  122. 

Gaxvanore,  CoNDAh'or.E,  Province.  —  - •• 
1750,  Dastnhr  4,  the  Nabob  ferves  in  Na- 
sirjing’s  army,  i$6. 

C'V.grccoro ,  River,  Southern  boundary  of  Cana- 

Canibals,  fome  in  India  according  to  Tlievenot, 


_ _  _  .  ,  City,  Country,  under 

the  Sabah  of  the  Decan,  158. - 1 75 2, 

March,  the  City  facked  by  Mr.  BufFy,  who 
yives  the  government  of  the  country  to  Sa- 
doudin  Khan,  the  infant  fon  of  Murzafajing, 
249.  Morarirow’s  Country  adjoins  on  the  N. 
to  Canouk  47.6. 

Caxovi,  Nabob  of,  a  Pitan.— — 1750,  ac¬ 
companies  l^azirjing"  into  the  Carnatic,  142. 
confederates  againft  him,  143.  m ,  145-  — • 
Decern.  4th,  in  the  battle  when  Nazirjmg  is 
killed,  156. - 1751,  February, ,  kills  Murza- 

Ca'pE*COMORIN.  See  Comorin. 

CAPS  OF  GOOD  HOPE.— 1748,  March, 
April,  Bofcawen’s  fleet  there,  9a.  joined  there 
by  5  Dutch  Hups,  fail  May  the  8th,  92.  are  35 


days  in  the  paffsge  to  Mauritius,  96,  an  Sne* 
fhip  wrecked  on  an  ifland  800  m.  £  the 
Cape,  406.  •  1 

Carnngoly,  fort  with  diftrifts  9.  of  Chingfapett. 
— — > 755*  difputed  between  the  Eng.  and 

Car'tcal,  m,  1 36.  See  KaricaL 
CARNATIC ,  the  ancient,  modi' more  ectenfiye 
than  the  prefent,  37.  the  river  Kriftnabotoaded 
it  to  thfe  m.  146. 

CARNATIC,  the  prefent,  fynoaymous  to  the' 
country  meant  by  the  Naboblhip  of  Afcot, 
under  which  head,  every  material  meitaon-  of 
the  Carnatic  is  clafled.  Enumeration  -of  the 
jmges  in  which  the  Carnatic  is  mentioned; 
37.  39.  41.  43, 44,  45,  46.  48,  49:  51,52, 
53.  54*  56-  59-  6|-  7»*  *4-  "8,  P 121. 
125,  126,  127.  129,  130.  132.  134, 155,  136, 
T’  154-  162. 

165.  16&  J77.  iSi.  202.  213-220.  239.  241, 
342,  243.  247-  252.27^374,375,378.  e8c. 

326.329.  335,  33$,  337,  338, 
l67-  373-  379,37*  3«9-  397- 
4*‘-4»5-  430J 
Careor,  Car  cur,  the  ftrongeft  of  the  frontier  towns 
belonging  to  the  Myforeans  towards  Tritchi- 
nopolv,  from  whence  it  had  been  befieged  by 
Chundafeheb,  202.  is  50  m.  r.  of  Tritchino¬ 
poly,  203.— 1751,  November,  the  Myfore  ' 
army  afiembles  there,  203.  and  in  Dteimher 
thence  to  Tritchinopoly,  206, 


2°7* 


.  c  ,  village  near  Trivadi.—— >1753, 

April,  a  Fr.  party  driven  out  of  it,  280. 

CASTS,  the  tribes  of  the  original  natives  of 
Indofkn,  uncertain  how  many,  have  inlrr- 
•  mountable  diftin&ions,  4,  5.  all  acknowledge 
the  Bramins,  5.  peculiarities  in  food  aod 
(bedding  of  blood,  5. 

Catabominaigve,  Polygar,  his  country,  50 
m.  n.  e.  from  Tiniveliy.— — 1 750,  April, 
Colonel  Heron  fend*  a  detachment  againft 
him,  386.  to  whom  he  gives  hoftages  at  Shi- 
linaikenpettah,  590.  November,  be  is  head  of 
the  Eaftcrn  Polygr.rs,  and  refu fes  to  join  the 
£ulitaver,  420.— —1756,  March,  joins  Ma- 
phuze  Khan,  and  fights  in  company  with  him,' 

422,  423.  treats  with  Cr.lliaud  for  his  hofta'ges, 

423.  June,  redeems  them,  424. 

Catcans,  dc - 17J3,  ‘July,  employed  by  Do. 

pleix  and  Brenier  to  bttray  Tritchinopoly,  is 
detected  and  etnttloyed  by  Dolton  to  deceive 
Brenier,  297,  298,  299,  Auguji,  is  hanged, 
304.  m,  320,  m,  321. 

Catwali,  the  Mabomedan  Coort  of  criminal  cafes 
in  Indoftan,  is  cruel  and  corrupt,  26. 

CAVALRY,  of  Indoitan  in  general.  For  the 
great  npmbers  employed  in  o»e  army,  See 
Army.  How  hired  and  entlfted,  49,  and 


424- 


CAVALRY, 
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CAVALRY,  of  Abdullwahab - 1751,  go 

over  to  AUumKhan  at  Madura,  170,  17.1. 
Set  Abdullwahab. 

- -  of  Aura  Khan.  See  Al.  Khan. 

.  . — ■  of  BalaceroW.  See  liaiagerinv. 

are  fuperior  to-  Mahomedally’s. — - —  1 752, 
May,  quits  him  at  Seringham,  -231.  See 
Chundafaheb^  -  ^ 

Ghaziodean  Khan. 

-  495.  and  are  permitted  to  go  over  to  the  ene- 
.  my,  396.  See  Mahomedailv. 

Auga/fy  ref'ufe  to 'march  with  him  from  Fort 
St.  David,  367. - 1736,  he  has  no  con- 

-  troul  over  their  Jcmautdars  or  Captains  432. 

-  See  Maohuae  Khan. 

•  - - - A  Mokarirow,  their  excellence, 

364.  SceMorarirow. 

.  198.— For  the  Cervices  and  exploits  of  par¬ 
ticular  armies  and  bands  fee  their  Generals 
and  Leaders,  Bnlagerow,  Balapah,  Bazinrow, 
Innis  Khan,  Morarinow,  Ragogee  Bonfola. 


1  and  the  Sugar  loaf  rock,  36S.  w, 
—  1754,  Anguft,  the  French  overflow' 
0.  und  round  Mootachellinoor,  from  the 
Caveri,  370.  »,  389.— — 1755,  July,  the  river 
fweiled,  397.  _  . 

Sc  hah  from  1720  to  1739.  He  quarrels  with 
Nizamalmuluck,  who  brings  in  the  Perfians,. 

Cayetar,  a  town  20  m.  v.  of  the  totfn  of  Tini- 
veliy,  424. 

Cemr ,  the  Portuguese  on  difcovering  the  jfiand 


Regent 


See-  Mylore; 


Mauritius,  94.  The  Moravar’s  Country 
is  oppofite  to  Ceylon,  384. 

Chace,  Captain,  175.3,  Aprils  left  in  the  com¬ 
mand  at  Trivadi,  defends  itathrft  with  fuc- 
cefs;  butbfing  a  part  of  hisgarrifon  in  a  Tally,, 
is  forced  by  the  remainder  to  fin-render,  and. 

Charmnul.  garden  and"  palace  ar  Hyderabad,  in 
which  Bufly  and  his-army  take  pof \Jnly  1756, 

Chmllln n,  fort,  commanding  the  diftrias  of 

Nadamunduhim. - 1756,  February,  taken 

by  the  Pulitaver  and  his  allies,  42a.  Jfril, 
abandoned  to  '.Mahomed  Iifoof,  422.  Jam 


index. 
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St.  David,  8$.  «,  86-  Match  the  ift,  fends 
Jvs  army  againfl:  Foit  St-  David,  and  recalls 

8;. - i  748,  Jammy,  pratfifes  with  the 

commander  of  thp  Tcllicherry  Sepoys,  8S, 
Junf,  during  the  abfencc  of  the  Engl,  {qua- 
dron,  fends  his  troops  to  furprizc  Cuddalore, 
who  are  repulfcd  by  Major  Lawrence,  91. 
'makes  preparations  to  refill  the  armament  un¬ 
der  the  command  of  Admiral  Bofcavv£n,  91. 
Siege  of  Pondicherry,  91  to  106.  lings  Te 
Dcum,  and  writes  letters  throughout  'India, 
magnifying  his  refinance  of  the  fiege,  106. 

•  - 1749.  learns  the  Bate  of  Chundafahcb’s 

affairs  from  his  wife  at  Pondicherry,  and  forms 
fchemes  of  obtaining  ten'itories,  119,  120. 
had  governed  the  Fr.  fettlemems  in  Bengal, 
120.  and  refolves  to  a  fit  ft  Chundafaheb,  120. 
probably  thefe  views  made  him  thwart  thofe 
of  Labouvdonnais,  120.  guarantees  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  Cliundafaheb’s  ranfom  to  the  Morar- 
toes,  120,121.  June,  July,  fends  D’Autueil 
with  a  body  of  troops  to  join  Chundafaheb  and 
Mnrzafajing,  126.  on  whofe  fuccefs  the  Engl, 
caunot  reproach  his  conduit,  130,  gets  intel¬ 
ligence  from  the  catholics  at  St.  Thome,  ijr. 
Augujl,  receives  Chundafaheb  and  Murzafa- 
jing,  and  obtains  from  them  a  grant  of  81 
villages  near  Pondicherry,  132.  his  plans  fup- 
ported  in  France,  132.  Qftobcr,  enjoins  Chun¬ 
dafaheb  not  to  be  TecTaway  from  the  attack  of 
Tritchinopoly,  133.  who  conceals  from  him 
his  want  of  money,  134.  is  anxious  at  the  de¬ 
tention  of  the  army  before  Tanjore,  135.——  ~ 
1750,  on  the  approach  of  Nazirjing,  urges 
the  attack  of  Tanjore,  136.  on  the  return  of 
the  army,  rebukes  Chundafaheb  for  not  hav¬ 
ing  proceeded  direftly  to  Tritchinopoly,  137. 
afiifts  him  with  money  and  2.000  Europeans  to 
oppofe  Nazirjing,  138.  March  20th,  attempts 
to  reclaim  the  mutinous  officers  by  feveriry, 
139.  141.  not  deprefled  by  the  mutiny  and 

retreat  of  bis  army,  nor  by  the  captivity  of 
Murzafajing,  but  orders  his  army  to  take  the 
.field  again,  and  fchemes  to  raife  Nazirjing 
enemies  in  his  own  camp,  143,  144.  treats 
with  him  in  behalf  of  Chundafaheb  and  Mur- 
2afajin?,J44'  and  fends  deputies  to  him,  who 
eftablim  a  correfpondence  with  the  Pitan  Na¬ 
bobs,  144.  orders  D’Autueil  to  makefome  at¬ 
tack  on  Nazirjing’s  camp,  which  fucceeds, 
143.  July,  fends  a  fliip,  which  rakes  Mafuli- 
patman,  146,  147.  the  Pitan  Nabobs  advife 
him  to  proceed  to  adtion.  The  French  troops 
take  Trivadi,  147,  148.  rout  MahomedaHy 
as  foon  as  left  by  the  Englilh,  150,  x  5 1.  take 
Gingee,  151,  15a.  Nazirjing  fends  deputies 
to  treat  with  him,  1 53.  and  offers  all  he  had 
afleed,  1 54.  Nazirjing  had  fent  the  treaty  to 
him  ratified,  156.  Dupleix  is  informed  by 
Chundafaheb  of  the  victory,  of  Nazhjing’s 


death,  and  the  elevation  of  Murzafenny,  who 
rders  his  difpute  with  the  Pitan  Nabobs  to 
Dupleix,  158,  159.  Dtcemkr  1 5,  receive* 
Murznfnjmg  at  Pondicherry,  139.  and  the 
1  iwn  Nabobs  1 59.  mediates  in  their  dfEr- 
enccs,  j6d,  in'ftalls  'Murzafajing  as  Subah, 
and  is  declared  by  him  Governrr  for  the  Me- 
gul  of  ell  the  countries  S:  of  the  Kriftna. 
Chundafaheb  is  declared  Nabob  of  Arcot 
under  the  authority  of  Dupleix,  i6t.  ‘Maho- 
medaily  treats  with  him,  162.  partakes  of  rhe 
treafures  of  Nazirjing,  162.—  ,751. 
nuay,  fends  300  Europeans,  2000  Sepoy’s, 
and  to  field  pieces  under  the  command  of . 
Bully,  with  Murzafajing,  into  the  Decan,  163. 
acknowledges  me  ttue  or  oaiabadjing  on  the 
death  of  Murzafajing,  166.  his  politics  ad¬ 
mired  in  Coromandel,  167.  the  Englilh  refoive 
to  afiift  Mahomedally,  left  he  ffiould  make 
alliance  with  Dupleix,  168.  March,  Dupleix 
plants  flags  in  token  of  fovereignty  round  the 
bounds  of  Fort  St.  David,  which  determines 
the  Englifli  to  take  the  field,  171.  The  event* 
of  the  war,  from  April  if  51,  to  February  1 752, 
are  related  without  mention  of  Dupleix,  from 
p ,  171,  to  p,  213,  and  may  be  found  under 
the  Englilh  and  French  Army,  and  tire 

officers  mentioned.- - 1752,  March,  Clive 

deftroys  the  town  of  Dupleix  Fateabad,  which 
Dupleix  was  railing -on  the  fpot  where  Nazir¬ 
jing  was  killed,  213.  he  orders  Latv  to  inter¬ 
cept  the  Engl,  reinforcement,  214.  the  retreat 
of  Law  into  the  I.  of  Seringham  was  contrary 
to  his  orders,  222.  he  fends  a  reinforcement 
with  D’Autueil,  222.  his  inveteracy  to  Ma¬ 
homedally, .239.  m,  249.  his  policy  in  taking 

Saiabadjing  appoints  him1  Nabob  of  the  Car¬ 
natic,  436.  which  he  pubhfhes  on  the  death  of 
Chundmaheb,  continues  the  war,  foments  the 
difeontent  of  the  Myforeans,  and  proclaims  Ra- 
jahfaheb  Nabob,  2^2,  2^3.  on  the  fuccefs  of 
his  troops  at  Vicravandi,  orders  them  to  en¬ 
camp  at  Chimundelum,  255,  lakes  200  Swifs 
going  in  boats  from  Madrafs  to  Fort  St.  Da¬ 
vid,  255.  ralhly  orders  Kirjean  to  give. battle, 
who  is  beaten,  256,  2^7.  pra&tfesto  eftrange' 
the  Myforeans,  and  to  gain  Morarirow,  d6o. 

her,  fends  a  reinforcepient  to  Chinglapelt 
and  Cobelong,  263.  promifes  to  afiift  the  Re¬ 
gent,  268.— 1753.  March,  the  jnn&ion  of  the 
Morattoes  enables  him  to  make  head  in  the 
*  Carnatic,  273.  Ghaziodean  Khan  fends  J)e 
Volton  to  him  with  offers,  274.  dilborfes  h!s 
own  money  in  the  war,  275.  offers.Mortieally 
the  Nabobfliip,  275.  protra&s  the  war  on  the 


Pondicherry,  and  f*ets^a  ft 
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,  4pti!>  on  'the  march  of  Major  Law-' 
.  tence  to  Tritchinopoly,  fends  troops  to  Se- 
ringham,  283.  Mortizally  renews  his  corre- 
fpondence  with  Ihjpleix  and  befiee.es  Trino- 

-  malee,  287.  Dupleix  fends  a  Wronger  rein¬ 
forcement  with  3000  Moratloes  to  Sering- 
ham,  2B8j  289.  orders  Brenier  to  employ  De 
Cattans  as  a  fpy  in  Tritchinopoly,  297  and 

-  ao8.  June,  errs  in  employing  the  reinforce? 
msnts  arrived  from  France  againft  Verdache- 
lum,  Trinomalee,  and  Falamcotab,  304,  303, 
306.  Jluguft)  fends  them,  with  Morarirow 
and  his  Moratroes  to  Seringham,  306,  w,  307. 
threatens  the  K.  ofTanjore,  319.  fends  what 
force  remained  at  Pondicherry  againlt  l'alam- 
comh,  326.  orders  Btifly  to  return  to  the  com¬ 
mand  and  management  of  affairs  in  the  Decan, 
332.  fogacity  of  his  proje&s,  336.  December, 

.fl\ev.*s  inclination  to  end  the  war  in  the  Car¬ 
natic,  337. - 1754.  January,  his  co'mmif- 

iions  from  Murzafajing,  Salabadjing  and  the 
Great  Mogul  produced  at  the  conference  at 
Sadrafs,  33S.  reje<ftsM.ihomedaily’s  titles,  339. 
Letter  of  the  Mogul  to  him  fufpicious,  339, 
340,  341.  he  procured  the  releafe  of  Ma- 
phuze  Khan  after  the  battle  of  Amboor,  346. 
dprtf,  fends  troops  to  Palamcotah,  35S. — — 
1754.  the  Fr.  miniftry  recall  him  without 
application  from  the  miniftry  of  England, 
365,  366.  dugnfi  2d,  Godeheu  arrives  at 
Pondicherry,  and  Dupleix  refigns  the  govern¬ 
ment  to  him,  366.  appears  in  the  equipage  of 
his  Moorifh  dignities,  367I  Ofiober  14,  fails 
for  France,  377.  Godeheu  refufes  to  pay  the 
mouey  he  had  borrowed  for  the  war,  377.  for 
which'Dupleix  is  preffed  i:i  France,  378I  ge. 
reral  chara&er  of  his  qualities  and  condudf, 
efteem  for  Bufiy,  378,  379.  jiis  fucceflbr  De- 
leyrit  left  by  Godeheu  -with  more  contracted 
.powers,  380.  The  Myforean  was  a  dupe  to 
his  promifes,  389.  *r,  403.  »,  436. 

Durtstx  Mrs.  wi.Vof  Mr.  Dupleix. - 1748.  • 

correfponds  in  the  Malabar  language  with  the 


vencore  gained  advantages  over  the  Dutch  on 
the  coaft  (of  Malabar,  400.  In  1724,  the 
Dutch  attack  Gheriah  without  fuccefs,  41.0. 

DuvELAiix,  1753,  .1754.  deputed  by  the  Fr. 
E.  I.  Company  to  negotiate  with  the  Engl, 
miniftry  in  London  concerning  the  affairs  of  - 
Jmlin,  565. 


JJAST  INDIA  COMPANY,  ENG. - 1745- 

Commodore  Barnet  in  anfwer  to  Amvaro- 
dean’s  prohibition,  fays  that  he  a<fts  indepen¬ 
dently  of. the  agents  of  the  E.  I.  C.  61. — — 
1746.  the  territory  ofMadrafs  had  been  grant¬ 
ed  by  the  Great  Mogul  to  the  E.  I.  C.  about 
too  years,  Augujl  18th,  A  (hip  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  E.  J.  C.  attacked  in  Wadrafs  road 
by  the  Fr.  fquadron,  66.  -September  loth, 
another  taken  when  Madrafs  furrenders,  68. 
the  effects  of  the  company  there  taken  poflef- 
fion  of  by  Fr.  commifiaries,  63.  and  with  part 
of  the  military  (lores  laden  on  board  the  Fr. 
fliips,  69.  bills  given  on  the  Company  fqf.  the 
ranfom  of  the  town,  69.  Fort  St.  David  pur- 
chafed  by  the  E.  I.  Company  about  too  years 

before,  78.; - 1 748.  one  of  their  Blips  taken 

in'fight  of  Bombay,  89.  Eleven  of  their  Blips 
ferve  as  tranfports  in  Mr.  Bofcawen’s  expe¬ 
dition,  92. — —1749.  the  K.  ofTanjore  cedes 
Devi  Cotah  to  them,  118.  after  the  lofs  of 
Madrafs  the  E.  I.  C.  ordered  Fort  St.  David 
,  Mr.  Bof- 


imilding  on  the  fpot  wl 

.  ftroycVbyChvr'ln^ 

DUTCH,  hnvepofiefTions  if 


:  the  prefidency,  131.  Augujl,  h 

.n  takes  pofteflion  of  St.  Thorol  . - 

Company,  1 31.  their  agents  in  India  were  not 
at  tli;s  time  authorized  to  engage  in  military 

operations,  132. - z  75 o.  Deputies  fent  to 

treat  with  Nazirjing  on  the  interefts  of  the 
L.  I.  C.  139.  a  territory  near  Madrafs  ceded 


t-il  arVolcondal 
reafed  by*"  the 


.1756.  The  King  of  'i 


nethoufand  of  the  Eng.  Com 
eft  with  Maphuze  Kuan  in  th 

.  an^exped'ition  from  Bomba 


D  E  X. 


index. 
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affift  their  proje<rts,  126.  Augtijl,  and  give 
Si  vittages  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pondi¬ 
cherry,  132.  December  31ft,  the  K.  of  Tan-  . 
jore  cedes  81  villages  dependent  on  Kavical, 

1 36.— 17  50.  February,  Dupleix  employs 
their  treafures  in  a  flirting  Mumfejing  and 
Chundafaheb,  1 3S.  Murzafajing  had  proraifed 
to  give  them  Maiulipatnnm,  146.  m,  147.  De¬ 
cember,  Advantages  from  the  ceflions  of  Mur- 
zafajirsg  and  Chundafaheb,  161.  Mvwznfajing 

pays  56000/.  into  their  treafury,  162..- - 

1 75a.  Augujl,  Major^  Lawrence  inftrufled 

of  the  French  company’s  teiritory  at  Pondi- 

mifled  by  the  reprefentations  of  JDuplei.v, 
fend  no  money  from  France  to  maintain  the 

Coromandel,  365.  O  Bober,  Godcheu' refers  the 
accounts  of  Dnpleix  to  the  direftors  in  France, 
377. — — 1755*  Salabadjing  had  given  the  4 
northern  provinces  to  the  Fr.  Company  on 
condition  that  their  troops  with  Bufly  fitould 

afllrt  him  againft  all  enemies,  404. - 1756. 

are  indebted  to  Morarirow,  who  at  Savanorc, 
gives  up  their  bond-to  Mr.  Buffy,  427.  Bala- 
gerew,  when  inviting-  Mr.  Bufly  to  -join  him 
i-".c  Fr.  troops,  Offers  as  great  advantages. 


badj 


company,  as  had  been  granted  by 


of  the  necefiity  of  flopping  their  progrefs, 
132.  .0 Bober,  they  derive  great  advantages 
from  Mr.  Bofcawen’s  departure,  133.  the 
Fr.  eftabliflied  themfelves  at  Karical,,  and 
built  a  fort  there  in  1 736,  againft  the  will  of 
the  R.  of  Tanjore,  136.  deputies  fent  to 
Nazirjing,  144.  return  to  Pondicherry,  145. 

— — —  1 7  5  ° »  September,  Nazirjing 'treats  with- 
them,  152.  and  proffers  to  grant  their  bum 
terms,  154.  December ,  value  of  the  ceflions 
made  by  Murzafajing,  161.  aflertions  con¬ 
cerning  Mahomedaliy,  i6z. —  1751.  Fc.- 
brueny,  their  interert  likely  to  be  much  affefted 
by  tfie  death  of  Murzafajing,  165.  the  Eng. 
afraid  to'  engage  in  avowed  hoftilities  ajaiirtf 
them  without  orders  from  Europe,  167.  "July, 
and  they  are  as  cautious  as  the  Eng.  of  appear-  ‘ 
ing  principals  yi  the  war,  1  75..  Kavical,  a  Fr. 

fettlement,  238. - 1752-  June  2d,  Law 

propolesto  Lawrence,  that.the  ’pnglift]  fliould 
facilitate  his  retreat  from  Seringb'am  to  the 
Fr.  fettlements,  239.  their  accounts  of  the  re¬ 
venues  of  Adoni,  Cudapah  and  Canoul,  249. 
— —  1752.-  Augvji,  they  violate  the  Eng.  co¬ 
lours  at  lea  by  taking  the  Swiff  in  boars,  279. 

1  Au^ujl,  the  Myfcreans  about  to  declare  for 
them,  Z57.  they  took  pofleflion  of  Chinglapctt 
in  the  beginning  of  1751,  265.  '  their  dirtreff 

after  the  capture  at  Seringham,  275.- - 

1753.  November,  their  force  much  impaired 

in  the  aflaultof  Tritcliiuopoly,  324. - 1 73 j. 

December,  they  fend  a  party  of  Mont  toes  to 
ravage  Tanjore,  325.  their  acquifition  of  the 
northern  provinces,  334.  the  Eng.  not  able  to 
make  head  againft  them  both  at  Golcondah 
and  Tritchinopoly,  336. — • — 1754.  J amirav. 


INDEX, 


ftjnadron  was  compofed,  88,  89.  m ,  9a- - 

175 (hips  from  France  with  reinforce¬ 
ments  cxpefled  at  Pondicherry,  233.  y*w, 
arrive  with  them,  252.  Sec  JvvwMquadron. 
French  (hot,  1 40. 

French  foldier,  oneenfnares  de  Cattans,  208. 
French  foldier*,  encouraged  at  the  battle  of 
Amboorby  the  hopes  of  plunder,  127. 
F££ArOTSQyADRON,  in  1745,  no  French 
-  fquadron  in  India,  do, - 1746.  June  251I1, 


French  troops.  See  French  Army. 

French  tumbrils*  one  blows  up  during  the  fight 
at  Volcondah,  1 73.  ' 

FURRUCKSIR, Mahomed Furruckfir.  Gxeat 
^dgul,  the  date  of  his  acceflion  not  certain, 

and  murdered  bv  Abda'la  Khan  and  Ffoflan 
Ally  Khan.  20. 


in  confufion  on  the  appearance  of  the  Na¬ 
bob’s  army,  commanded  by  his  fons  Maphuze- 
Khan  and  Mahomedally,  81,  82,  83. 

Gauderow,  uncle  to  the  K.  of  Tanjor'e.-— • 
1753.  December ,  fent  with  a  body  of  troops 
toTricatopoly,  rmfitforthe  command,  amufed 
the  Morattoes,wlio  pafs  him  and  ravage  the 
njorc  country,  529,  326.  and  34.T. - 


1734,  "January,  removed  and  fticceeded  by  Mo- 
naegee,  341.'  May,  retaliated  after  MonacgeeV 
fuccefs,  and  intirelv  defeated  by  Morarirow, 


360,  361. *w,  363. 


GAUR,  'Province,  v.  of  Gazna,  gives  its 
name  to  the  Dynafly  of  the  GAVRiDESt  and. 
to  the  founder  Huflain  Gauri,  9. 

GAURIDES,  Dynasty  of,  founded  by  Huf- 
fain  Gauri  in  1157,  p,  9.  fncceed  the  Gaz- 


the  2d  Emperor  wanting  :  Gaiathedd in  the  3d: 
Sclieabbeddin,  the  4th" :  Mahomed  the  5th, 

.  with  whom  the  Dynafly  ends  in  1212.  p.  10, 
Indian  dominions  of' the  Gaurides,  11. 
GAZNA,  City,  Province,  s.  of  Gaur,  gives1- 
-  name  to  the  Gaznavide  Dynafly,  9.' the 
Gaurides  likewife  make  Gazna  their-  capital, 
10.  the  government  given  by  Scheabbeddin  to 
Tageddin  Ildiz,  30. 'In  1214  taken  by  Maho¬ 
med  the  Khowarafmian,  10. 'who  is  driven 


GJZNANWES,  Dynafly  of.’  13  Emperors 


Gaidetfhcufc  at  Fort  St.  David,  174  6,  Dacmbir  rmtluck. - 1 743,  is  Captain  Gl- 

9|h,  the,French  troops  halt  there,  and  reucat.  50. - 1749.  Nazirjing  his  br«> 
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'  -  I  C  r  laf  heb  there, 

.  v  *  0  7  fit 

with  a  filial!  nevtv.  rod  i  will  r.,»h  mi  Ur 


liis  camion  difpifalB  tlKgMyfn«a<B  andTU^ 

j&gssr ^ 

during  tite  abfence  of  Lawrence,  148.  ' 

GINGIS  KHAN,  1218,  conquers  and  expels 
Mohamcd  the  Khowarafmian.  1 1, — — ! zii. 
defeats  his  fou  Gelaladdin  on  the  batiks  of  the 
Indus,  11,  Turmecherin  Chan  defended' 

Glass  Enftgn.— - — 1751-  Srpicmbet  aqth^ferves 
well  with  Clive  in  the  fally  at  Arcot,  187.  is 
crippled  by  a  fall,  189.  taken  tvith  Revel  bv 
the  Fr.  garrifon  at  Conjeveram,  and  ill  ufed 
there,  199. 

GOA.  m,  9.  18.  88.  407.  410.  See  Frugal, 

Goa,  fort,  on  the  main  land,  oppofite  to  Se- 
verndroog,  taken  by  Coni.  James,  April  sd, 
1756,  p,  412. 

Godaveri,  River,  Southern  boundary  of  the 
Prov.  of  Chicacole,  335.  palled  at  a  ford  by 
the  Moraitoes  of  Janogce  in  1754,7,  37.,.  » 

GODEHEU. - 1754.  appointed  in  France  to 

fettle  the  peace  in  Coromandel,  arrives  A«- 
guft  the  1  ft  at  Pondicherry,  when  Dqplelxxe- 
figns  the  government  to  him,  366.  corle- 
fponds  with  M.  Saunders,  and  fends  back  the 
Sivifs  foldicrs,  367,  they  agree  to  a  fufpenfion 

tional  treaty,  375,  376,  377.  Godeheu  refers 
Duplcix’s  accounts  to  the  company  in  France, 

377 - 1755.  February,  returns  to  France, 

having  limited  the  power  of  the  governor  of  ' 
Pondicherry  in  future,  380.  m,  396.  but  coli- 
tinned  to  Huffy  the  authorities  which  had  been 
given  to  him  by  Dupleix,  403.  «,  406. 

Go  1  co,vj>y!tf.  Province  of,  comprehends  the 
Naboblhips  of  Arcot,  Canoul.Cudapa,  Ra- 
jamandrv,  and  Chicacole,  15S.  N.  B.  it  am- 
prebmdt' mere,  rn,  16a. - 175a.  OSakr,  in¬ 

vaded  by  Balagerow  and  RagogeeBonfola,  *73. 

GOLCONDAH,  was  formerly  a  City,  and  the 
Capital  of  the  Province,  and ’flood  at 
the  foot  of  the  rock  and  fortMfrof  the  lame 
ljame :  but  the  city  has  long  tee  .been  de- 
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Jakes, ’Cothmobose,  commander  of  the  com-  J 

pany’s  marine  force  in  India - 175;.  March, 

fails  in  the  Proteftor,  with  the  Bombay  fleet, 
to  attack  Angria,  in  conjunftion  with  the  fleet 
and  army  of  the  Morattoes,  410.  purfues  An-  J 
gria’s  fleet,  4:1.  Jpril  ad,  attacks  and  takes  3 
the  forts  of  Sevemdroog  and  Goa  in  one  day, 
without  the  afliflance  ot  the  Morattoes.  Merit 

fumhnder?toCh-m4on’tl4,8d  +'3'  fl^T 

he  delivers  the  forts  to  the  Morattoes,  and  re¬ 
turns  to  Bombay,  413,  414.  Nmtmber,  fails  , 

of  Gheria,’  414'. - 1 7 56.  Tebimary*  ferves 

in  the  attack  of  Gheria,  4x4. 

JAMES  the  Fiest,  King,  fends  Sir  Thomas 
Roe,  his  ambaflador  to  Ichanguir,  1*. 


Jassein,  a  Mahomedan  Saint,  brother  of  Haf- 

jA^i‘9C;cl  mentioned  by  [Bernier,  had 
a  very  extenfive  territory,  25. 

Ibrahim  ally,  Governor  of  Hyderabad,  ner 
phew  and  fon-in-lavv  of  Taffeir  Ally.— 1756. 

'  ~  June,  ftabbed  by  Romi  Khan,  331. 

IBRAHIM  LOUDI,  Sultan,  *  Emperor  of 
Delhi,  conquered  by  Sultan  Babr,  in  1526, 

IEHANDER  SHAH,  Great  Mogul,  one  of 
the  4  Ions  of  Babader  Schah,  one  of  whom, 
fighting  againft  Iehander  Schah  and  the  two- 
others,. is  killed  in  battle;  Iehander  Schah  then 
feparates  from  thefe  two,  defeats  and  putsthem 


13.  invafion  of  Tamerlane,  1598,  1399,  p* 
13  to  16.  Great  Moguls  from  Tamerlane  to 
the  invafion  0/  Nadir  Schah,  in  1738,  p,  16. 
to  33.  the  northern  nations  eafily  converted  to 
Mahomedanifm,  24.  Mahomedans  feduced 
toeftablifli  themfelves  in  this  country,  24.  the 
Morattoes  have  the  hardieft  cavalry  in  India, 


216.  influence  of  a  Angle  platoon  of  £u~ 

of  the  princes  of  India,  not  to  pay  their  troops, 
395.  »/,  357.  treachery  of  interpreters,  353, 
Diiatorinefs  of  the  generals,  365.  «,  366. 


INDIAN,  INDIANS,  the  name  derived 
from  Hctidoo,  z.  their  worflrios.  3.. creeds,  e. 
priefls,  3.  fcienceand  lea^nj/fg;  3'.  cafts.^ effemi¬ 
nacy,  5.  manners, 6. amuiemcnts,6.  obfervances.. 
6.  exceptions  to  their  general  chara&er  of 
effeminacy,  6.  arts,  mechanics,  manufactures 
of  linen,  7.  quit  not  their  fhores,  7.  love  of 
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of  Babr,  1 7.  W,  ao.  Four  Emperoi®  435*1$ 
ami  five  depofcd,  by  the  two  brothm- Ab¬ 
dallah  Khan  and  Hoflan  Ally,  ai.  Jnya- 
fiou  of  Thomas  Kouli  Khan,  1738,  1739, 
/,  22,  23.  the  wealth  lie  carried  away,  33. 
The  grearell  part  of  Indoflan  is  now  fubjeft  to 
Mahomcdans  under  the  Gieat  Mwul,  24. 
iV.  B.  For  the  fucceffion  of  the  project  Dy- 
naliy  of  Great  Moguls,  See  Empire  of  .Delhi 
under  Delhi.  Authority  of  the  Alcoran,  of 
the  Mulla,  of  the  Catwali ;  contradi&ory  laws 
concerning  lands,  26.  the  government  atten¬ 
tive  to  prevent  great  pofieffions  in  one  family, 

character  of  the  ancient  inhabitants  changed 
by  the  infthuuons  of  Brama,  29.  Hiftory  of 
the  Mahomedan  conquerors,  wriitemby  Fesrft- 
Iha,  and  tranfiated  by  Dow,  30.  fingliih  efta- 
blilhments,  33,  m,  34.  Government,  policy, 
cuftoms,  differ  greatly,  from  thofe  of  Europe, 
35.  Aurengzcbe  the  ablefl  monarch,  36.  mt 

39.  Morattoes  the  moil  enterprizing  foldiery, 

40.  battles  always  decided,  when  the  chief  falls, 
44.  m>  47.  armies  how  compofcd,  49.  go-, 
vernojs  uncertain  of  holding  their  offices,  54, 
The  Pitans  the  biavefl  of  the  Mahomedan  fol¬ 
diery,  55.  difficult  to  difeover  the  fecrets  of 
the  princes  of  Indoftan,  59.  *w,  68.  the  troops 
which  are  employed  by  Europeans,  80.  The 
princes,  incurious  and  ignorant  of  foreign  af¬ 
fairs,  84.  m ,  106.  and  averfe  to  pay  money', 
1 1 8.  w,  119.  trade  of,  become  of  little  value 
to  the  European  nations  without  territory, 
120.  tn,  in.  Death  of  Nizam-al-muluck  in 
1748,  of  great  confequence,  X22.  afte&ion  of 


one  of  the  purpofes  of  this  hiftory,  219.  ob- 

money  of  more  fervice  in  war  than  any  title, 
274.  enervated  chara&er  of  the  princes,  29;. 


irregular  and  indolent  adminiflration  of  the 
governments,  303.  m ,  325.  prefents  received 


gabad  one  of  the  firft  cities,  354.  In  1753, 
the  Fr.  pofleffions  greater  than  any  Europeans 
had  ever  obtained,,  33;.  m,  336.  the  igno¬ 
rance  of  the  languages  fubjeils  the  Europeans 
to  treachery,  353.  excellence  of  Morarirow’s 
troops,  364.  No  principality  in  Iodoftan  can 
refill  an  European  power  without  the  affifiance 
of  another  European  power,  373.  m,  375.  », 
3  78.  proteftations  of  friendfllip  extravagant 
and  falfe,  397.  troops  always  fupport  the  col¬ 
lection  of  the  reveoues,  400.  one  of 

the  iirohgeft  holds,  420.  the  Captains  of  ca¬ 
valry  hire  out  their  bands,  424. - Balage- 
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INDEX. 


Fr.  troops  at  Bahoor, 
:  by  Major  Lawrence, 


5$  one  of  the  deputies  at  the  conference  ; 
Sadrafs,  337. 

Khalil  Sultan,  Grandfon  of  Tamerlane,  o 
whofe  death  he  proclaims  bimfelf  Emperor  ; 
Samarcande,  16. 

Khan,  Signifies  Lord,  or  Chieftain,  <a. 
.KHOl'FJRASMIANS,  Dynasty  of,  p,  k 
fupplants  and  fuceeeds  the  Gaurides  in  121, 


'latrnr,  a  village  in  the  woods  abou 
From  Tritchinopoly,  where  the  Eng. 
1754  keep  300  Sepoys  to  collect  ai 
orovifions,  346.  who  in  March  r 
oarty  of  the  Fr.  and  Myforeans,  34 
aut  difperfe  on  the  appearance  of  th 
trmy,  commanded  by  Maiflin,  35 


Gingee,  253.  is  convinced  be  c*nact  take 

i^b^V"  aUaC^S  ^r*  ^°rcc  at  'r*CTavandi, 

king!' mcSng'of  GreatllZL^1” 

- of  Myfre,  348. 

~  . . .  »f  *86.  357.  361. 

Kingdom,  meaning  Tanjore,  361. 

Kimmik  ui.dieh.  Favourite  and  viiit  of  Ma¬ 
homed  Schah,  killed  Afrit  1748  in  the  camp 
againft  the  Abdalii,  his  death  caufes  that  of 
Mahomed  Schah,  122. 

Kirk,  Captain  of  grenadiers,  gallant - 

1753.  Augujl  the  gth,  killed  in  the  a&ion  of 
the  convoy ;  the  grenadiers  revenge  his 
death,  302. 

Kiroodin  Khan,  brother-in-law  to  Mabomed- 

tfl;  —  »75*-  Jf-  Ieft  ZV'm0r  °f 

Jntchmopoly,  258.  fpares  two  Myfore  con- 
fpirators,  25S.  informs  the  regent  of  Dalton's 
preparations  to  repulfe  his  attack,  259.  re¬ 
proaches  the  Myfore  commiflaries  with  their 


1  Trivadi  to  retake  Bo- 
;  enemy  abandon,  280. 


February  6th,  207,  208.  «r,  282. 

KoiiacUy.  See  CM.-h. 

KORAN.  .  Set  ALCORAN. 

KOSROW  SCHAH,  the  13th  and  laft  of  the 
GHixtunDES, '  depofed  by  Huflain  Gauri  in 

KOULI°KH AN.^THAM AS  KOULI  KHAN, 
NADIR  SCHAH,  invited  by  Nizamalmuluck, 
invades  Indoftan,  conquers,  and  rcinftates 
Mahomed  Schah,  1738,  1739,  h  s3*  m-> 
1747,  June  8th,  aflalfinated  in 


KitisTNA  Rivbr.  — — ■  1730,  all  the  Nabobs 
and  Rajahs  s.  of  the  Kriftna  fumtnoned  by 
Nazirjing,  137.  Mafulipatnam  is  fituated  at 
the  mouth,  146.  Dopleix  declared  governor 
of  ail  the  countries  s.  of  the  Kriftna,  i6t. 

ta,  248. - 1751.  Marche  crofted  by  the 

army  of  Salabadjing  and  Bufly,  230.  «, 
274.  C<  nclavir  extends  between  the  Kriftna 
and  the  Gondegama,  33$.  w,  338.—— -1755* 
June ,  Mah'larao,  Boiygar,  near  the  Kriftna, 
oppofes  Bu/Tv,  whofe  army  fords  the  river, 
which  fwelis  fuddenjy*  and  detains  the  van 
of  Saiabadjing’s  15  days,  430.  but  a  few 
Moraltoes  crofted  it  before  it  role,  431. 
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Choultry  on  Seringham,  270.  wlifeR  pofs 
an  end  to  all  negotiation  oetw«n"hii«  and 

the  Myfbrtans,  271 - 1753,  the  ju'nfiion 

of  the  Morattoes  enables  Dupleix  to  make 
head  againft  him  in  the  Carnatic,  273.  arid 


King.  The  Tanjonne  horfe  join  him  one 
day,  and  leave  him  the  next,  28r.  May  6th, 

283.  praflices  of  the  Myforea'n  to  prevenr 
the  K.  of  Tanjore  from  giving  him  aflfftance, 
283  and  286.  his  troops  at  Arcot,  bad,  are 
defeated  by  Mortizallv’s,  288.  at  Tritchino- 
poly,  only  100  of  his  horfe  encamp  with  Major 
Lawrence;  the  reft  remain  under  fhe  walls,. 

.  289.  after  the  victory  of  the  Golden  Rock,  pre¬ 
pares  to  proceed  with  the  army  to  Tanjore,. 
294.  is  flopped  by  his  troops'  in  the  citv,. 
and  releafed  by  Dalton,  294,  295,  296.  mar¬ 
ches  with  the  army  and  only  30  of  his  own- 
horfe  ;  the  reft  go  over  to  the  enemy,  296.  his. 
Peons  in  the  city  only  fit  for  night  watches, „ 
297.  Augvfi  7th,  provides  feveral  thoufaneb 
bullocks  to  bring  provifions  from  Tanjore,. 
299.  Augu/l  -9th,  during  the  engagement,, 
the  Nabob  and  his  retinue  are  kept  at  a  dis¬ 
tance  with  the  convoy,  300.  extreme  neglefl 


intended,  303.  Berkatoolah 
305.  Ofcber  23d,  goes  and 
army  at  Coiladdy,  316. 


deterred  bv  Dupleix  from  afiiftiog  him,  319.. 
but  after  rhe  rep  11  He  on  the  a  (fault  of  Trir- 
chinopoly  is  forry  that  he  had  been  fo  much' 
inclined  to  his  enemies,  325:  and  pre tenth. - 
that  he  is  fending  troops  to  join  him,  '325.. 
- 1754.  the  KngliSh  eommiflarie*  at  Sadrafs 


Carnatic,  337.  the  French^proffer  to  provide 
for  him  otberwife,  after  he  has  fettled  his  de¬ 
putes  with  the  Myforeans,  338.  his  patents 
from  Nazirjing,  Ghaziodin  Khan,  and  the 
Great  Mogul  aflbrted,  33$.  Saundm  offiais  to 
rtieafe  the  Ft\  prifoners,  if  the  Fr.  wilt  ac¬ 
knowledge  Mahomedally,.  339.  another  pro- 
pofal  omitted  by  the  Englifh,  $41*  his  brother 
•  Mapbuze  Khampromifes  to  join  him  with  a 
body  of  troops,  J5<>‘ '  humiliating 

*  gropofed 
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yrop®far  of  the  Mvforean,  351.  May  23d,  ac-  with  Maphuze  IChan  put  under  the  command 

companies  the  army  to  Tanjore,  358.  had  not  of  Mahomed  Ifloof,  421.  Abdul  Rahim,  his- 

money  to  purchafe  the  return  of  Morarirow  to  half  brother,  422.  his  negotiations  in  the 

his  own  country,  360.  the  reftoradon  of  Mo-  -  court  of  Salabadjing,  426.  of  which  the 'Eng-- 
nacgee  to  his  former  offices  at  Tanjore,  ne-  lifli  knew  nothing,  428. 

eeflary  to  the  interefts  of  Mahomeuallv,  361.  .MAHOMEDAN,  MAHOMEDANS  n*  ge- 
who  prevails  on  the  K.  to  fupplv  tiie  money  'neral,  MOORS  in-  general.  The  northern 

demanded  by  Morarirow  as  the  condition  of  -Indians  early  and  eaftly  turned  Mahomedans, 

his  retreat,  363.  preflcs  Lawrence  to  wait  6.  no  bridges  of  arches  in  India,  before  the 

at  Tanjore  until  joined  by  Maphuze  Khan,  Mahomedans,  7.  Mahomedan  princes  made 

365.  the  army  reviewed  before  him,  368.  conquefts  in  Indofton  long  before  Tamerlane,. 

Mortizally  acknowledges  him,  but  on  condi-  9.  the  dominion  extended  by.Cothbeddin  Ibek- 
tious  very  advantageous  to  himfelf,  372.  the  in  1219,  p,  11.  Dynafly  of  the  firft  Mahome- 

revenues  of  Seringhatn  affigned  by  him  to  the  dan  kings  of  Delhi,  12.  the  king  of  Kafli- 

Mylbreans,  376.  value  of  the  lands  n.  of  the  mire,  a  Mahomedan,  when  Tamerlane  came 


Mvforean,  returning-  to  his  own  country,  makes  •  ‘  to  Mecca.  C2.  the  Pitans  the  braveft  of  the 
over  to  the  French  all  that  the  Nabob  had  made  Mahomedan  foldiery,’  55.  the  Moors  how 


fitetl  by  ]\Ionacgee,  arrives  at  Fort  St.  David,  which  Tanjore  f 


I 
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njninft  Tripclti,  317.  is  oppofcd  by  Na7.cn- 
bulla  and  an  Eng  detachment;  is  defeated, 
taken,  and  pm  to  death,  318.  was  brave  and 
dangerous,  319.  w,  .326. 

MAHOMED  FURRUCKSIR,  Seel'urrnckfir. 

Mahomed  IssooF,  inlifted  under  Clive,  with  a 
company  of  .Sepoys,  a  little  before  the  battle 
.  of  Covrepauk,  346,  347.  his  military  cha¬ 
racter;  fchemes  and  conducts  the  convoys  of 
provifions  at  Tritchinopoly,  347.  practices  of 
Poniapah  to  render  him  fufpedted  of  treachery, 

348/0  354 -  1754-  May  1 2-th,  is,  with 

Calliaud’s  detachment,  fent  to  bring  in  the 
convoy,  and  ferves  in  the  general  engagement 
which  enfued,  334,  355.  Rationed  with  fix 
companies  of  Sepoys,  and  protects  the  water- 

.  courfes  at  Mootachellinoor,  372. - 1 7.55. 

.February,  attacks  the  barrier  of  Lachenuig, 
383.  lent  to  inveft  Coilguddy,  miltakes  Iris 
.  orders,  .384.  his  intrepidity  in  the  attack  of 

.the  gale,  3S5.  m,.  391. - 1756.  Jamary, 

fent  into  Velore,  to  treat  with  Mortizallv,  418. 


mand  the  troops  in  the  Madura  and  Tinivelly 
countries,  421.  arrives  at  Tritchinopoly,  421. 
marches  with  a  confidcrable  detachment,  423. 
April  6th,  arrives  at  Madura,'  examines  its 
Rate  of  defence,  423.  leaves  two'  compa¬ 
nies  of  Sepoys  there,  424.  Chevclpetorc  aban¬ 
doned  to  him  ;  joins  Maphu2e  Khan  at  Caye- 
.  tar ;  they  proceed  to  Etiaporum,  424.  he 
takes  Coilorepeticih  by  aflault :  on  the  10th  of 
June,  arrives  again  at  Ckevelpetorc,  and  takes 

Mahomed  Mainach,  See  Moodemiah. 

Mahomed  Mauzm,  See  Bahader  Schah. 

.MAHOMED  SCHAH,  Great  Mogul,  Ton 
of  Jean  Schah,  fucceeds  RalFeih  al  Dowlet, 
and'  is  raifed  to  the  throne  by  the  brothers 
.  Abdallah  and  Hoflan  Ally ;  one  of  whom  pe- 
.  riflies  ii?  battle  agsinft  him,  an<J  the  other  is 
aflallinated  by  his  courtiers,  21.  his  reign  af¬ 
terwards  indolent  and  irrefolute ;  offends  Ni- 
zamalnuiluck,  who  excites  Thamns  Kouli 
Khan  to  invade  India,  by  whom  Mahomed 
Schah  is  defeated  in  1759,  22.  and  retaliated 
.in  the  throne,  23.  governs  aftmvards  timo- 

rouflv,  321. - 1 748.  fends  his  fon  Ahmed 

Schah,  and  his  favourite,  the  Vizir  Kimmu- 
ruldien,  againft  the  /\hdnl!i.  Jpril,  dies  in 
convulfions,  on  hearing  of  the  death  of  the  Vi- 

Maissiw. - -  17^3,  November  27th,  commands  I 

the  Fr.  troops  in  the  attempt  to  furprize  Trit¬ 
chinopoly,  32.1.  ravages  Tondiman’s  country;  . 
-takes  Kiilanore  and.Kcili  Critah,  357.  cuts 
through  the  mound  at  Cclladdy,  iCo,  Auguft 
the  1 7th,  oppofes  the  army  returning  from 


marches,  and  fettle':  T<*rriore,  396.  fiMpnoaeth 
Arlclore  and  Wariore  Pollam,  396.  but  is  ©*. 
dcred  to  defift,  397. 

MALABAR.  CO  ASX,  Goa  on  this  coall  men* 
Engiifii  fettlemenrs  on  tin* 

. 

Ak*a  and  Cangrecera,  12 1.  The  Caveri  rifes 

m°lth- minsViwhich  ‘ \n  o?  rife  mmm‘ 
tains  of  this  C.  fubjeCt  the  Coltrrm  and  Other 
rivers  of  the  Coromandel  coajl  to  Ridden 
changes,  179.  fome  parts  of  My/ore  extend 
within  30  m.  of  the  coall,  202.  Travencom 
is  the  fouthem  divifion,'  400.  interacted  by 
many  rivers ;  the  inhabitants  from  the  earlieft 
antiquity  addicted  to  piracy,  4 07.  rife  and  ac- 
quifitions  of  Angria,  407,  ‘^o8.  Grabs  and 
Gallivats  the  vefiels  peculiar  to  this  coall,  408. 
of'  which  Angria’s  fleet  had  for  50  years  been 
the  terror,  416. 

Malabar ,  Language,  m,  213.  writteu  by  Mrs. 
Dupleix,  319. 

Malabar  Woman,  m ,  104. 

Malacca,  Strlighys  of,  part  of  Mr.Bar- 
net’s  fquadron  take  Fr.  (hips  there  in  1744, 

p>  6o* 

Maladirao,  Poly  gar,  on  the -s.  bank  of  the 
Kriftna,  about  90  m.  s.  w.  of  Hyderabad, 
oppofes  Bully  and  the  Fr.  troops  in  their  re¬ 
treat  from  Sanore,  May,  1756,  p,  430. 

Malargee  Holca*,  429,  430.  See  Holcar. 

Malay  Islands,  are  included  in  The  Eaft 
Indies,  1. 

Malva  Pro  vi  woe,  added  to  the  Mogul  do¬ 
minions  by  Homaion  before  his  flight,  1 7.  ‘ 

Manapar ,  a  village  30  m.  s.  of  Tritchinopoly, 
where  the  army  with  Heron  half,  February , 
1 755,  />,  380.  and  the  Polygars  fend  their 
agents  to  the  Nabob,  380,  381. 

Manarcoih,  a  pagoda,  ja  m.  s.  w.  of  Chillambrum. 
—1754.  January ,  February ,  the  Fr.  have 
a  large  magazine  of  rice  here ;  fummoned  by  a 
detachment  from  Devi  Co tah,  which  is  defeated, 


3$8. 

Mandleslow,  quoted  for  theftory  of  the  cruelty 
of  a  Nabob  to  a  fet  of  handfome  women,  28.  ' 

Mangalore,  on  the  C.  of  Malabar,  the  Ka- 

M anil  ha,  a’  Fr^lhip  returning,  from  thence 
taken  in  1 744,  p ,  ( 

_ _  ;e  Madrafs  from 

73.  attacks  it  auhwardly,  74.  is  defeats#. in 
a  fally,  7$.  retires  to  St.  ThoraC,  75.  Ofto- 
her  the  24th,  is  routed  there  by  Paradis  with 
a  detachment  from  Pondicherry,  76.  Decern- 
her,  touts  Baradis. near  Sadrafc,  7fr.  joins  .his 
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H-otljer  Maliomedally  at  Fort  St.  David,  So. 
their  fudden  appearance  flrikes  .the  Fr.  army 
with  a  panic,  Sa.  Duplcix  tries  to  gain  him, 
83.  — —  1747.  January,  to  whofe  pmpofals 
he  Mens,  84.-  and  goes  to  Pondicherry,  83. 
Jluguft,  is  reported  to  be  killed  ir.  the  battle  of 
Amboor,  blit  was  taken  prHbner,  i:,S.  he  was 
carried  to  Pondicherry,  and  releafed  at  the 
requeft  of  Nazirjing;  accompanied  Murzafa- 
ji"g  out  of  the  Carnatic,  but  on  Ins  death 
remained  in  Cudapab,  until  the  begin 


1754,  when  he  came  to  Arcot  with  a  body 
of  horfe  and  Peons,  and  proffered  his  fcrvice 
‘-to  his  brother  Ma'nomedally,  345,  346.  but 
will  not  march  until  he  gets  money,  346, 
loiters  at  Conjevcram  cavilling  for  it,  347. 


orepettali ;  they  proceed  to  Chevelpetore,  and 
arrive  there  the  10th  of  June,  425. 

Martin,  Father,  the  Jefnit,  hands  fingle  in 

Colleries,  382. 

Mas'carhsnas,  THrind.  See  Bourbon. 
Maskelyne,  Lieutenant,  1751.  July,  taken 
prifoncr  at  the  freights  of  IJtatoor;  gives  his 
parole  to  Chundafaheb,  175. 

Maffoolas,  the  common  and  flighted:  boats  on 

MASS^UDCSCHAHrf’AL^EDDIN,  fon  of 
Firouz  Schab  Rocneddin,  fucceeds'  his  uncle  ' 
T%'1  '  f'  -'  ’  r  the  throne  of  D  r  l  hi, 


retreats  before  a  Fr.  detachment  from  Gin- 
gee,  which  takes  Outramalore;  but  he  retakes 
it  with  the  aid  of  an  Eng.  party  commanded 


by  Enfign  Pichard,  362.  ,  .  . 

pees,  and  is  joined  by  the  reinforcement 
from  Madrafs,  363.  expefted  bv  the  Tanjo- 
rines,  365;  arrives  at  Fort  St.  David,  and 
his  troops  will  not  march  farther,  without 
“■■-e  money,  367.  on  which  the  reinforce- 


Behafam  Sciiah,  ...  _ 

and  is  depofed  in  1246  by  his  brother  Mah- 
mood  Schah  NafTerreddin,  12. 

Masvlipatnam,  City' and  Districts.  No 
port  for  a  Blip  of  300  tons  between  this  and 
Cape  Comorin,  us. - 1750. 


cers  feize  the  Fr.  fa&ory  there :  - 
filuated  at  the  mouth  of  the 


372< 


.  .  je  of  kings  to  Delhi :  i„  r.  _ 

fent  trade  and  painted  cloths,  147.  _  July,  . 
taken  by  3  fhips  and  a  detachment  from  Pon¬ 
dicherry,  147.  September,  Dupleix  infills  that 
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never' paid  the  Mogul’s  tribute  firice  the  death  MONSOON,  Northern  and  Southern  on  the  C.of 
of  Nizamalimilnck,  38S.  the  pofleflion  ofTrit-  Coromandel,  their  feafons,  69,  70.—  1746. 

cbinopoly  would  have  involved  the  Myforcan  Otttber  26,  ftorm  at  the  felting  in  of  the 

in  continual  war  with  the -empire,  389.  he  Northern,  70.——  1747*  Oclcbcr ,  87. 

pays  Satabadjing  5,200,000  rupees,  on  ac-  —1749,  Apil  13th,  hurricane  at  Pojto 

count  of  his  arrears  to.  the  government,  404.  .  Novo  and  Fort  St.  David,  on  the  fetting  in 

Empire,  405,  the  Siddee  on  the  coaft  of  of  the  Southern,  509.  *—  1752.  Ofiobsr 
Malabar  is  the  Mogul's  admiral,  407.  Mo-  31ft,  the  Northern  begins  with  a  hurricane, 

rattoe  chiefs  holding ’fiefs  under  the  Mogul  267. - -1753.  Oflcbev,  p,  31 6. - 1755, 


index. 


and  letters  by  Dupleix  awl  his  wife,  atfo. 
Aujuji,  prevails  on  the  Regent  to  treat  with 
them,  ami  detaches  Innjs  Khan  to  join  the  Fr. 
army,  261.  November,  goes  himfelf to  Pondi¬ 
cherry,  leaving  only  500  M  orattoes  with  the  Re¬ 
gent,  268.——  1 733,  acts  with  the  Fr.  army  at 
Trlvndi ;  hardy  in  harraffing  the  Englidi  in 
federal  marches  for  p'-ovifions,  reproaches  the 
Fr.  with  cowardice,  276,  Ins  Morattoes  fuffer 
on  Ifce  ift  of  Apx'd,  and  his  nephew  Basin'. 
sew  is  killed,  279.  difturbers  in  the  Carnatic 
pretending  to  be  authorized  by  him  and  Du. 
plcix,  287.  affifh  in  the  attack  of  Trinomaiee, 
288.  detaches  Innis  Khan  with  3000  Mo- 
ratioes  to  Scringham,  289.  his  brother-in-law 
Balavah  killed  at  the  battle  of  the  Golden 
rock,  292.  Auguji  23d,  arrives  wth  3000  Mo. 
rattoes  at  Seringham,  304.  his  cavalry  having 
fuffer ed  at  Trinomaiee,  he  went^away  hitend- 
ing  to  take  Palamcotah;  but,  theFren^hhavmg 
other  views,  he  returned  to  Trinomaiee ;  and 
on  the  defeat  of  his  allies  af  the  Golden  rock, 


;  from  Jaffer  Ally,  373. 


the  French  fdp&rcetueut> 
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the  attack  of  Pitdiandah,  •  fo'oe 
each,.  23a  all  averle  to  giving' 
Chimdalaheb’s  cavalry,  231.  w, 
th,  2000  march  with  Clive  from 
1  quell  of  D’Autuctl,  235.  whom 
anti  amufe  in  his  reteat  to  Vol- 
.  charge  the  flanks  of  his  line 
lie  Morattoes  would  have  fold 
to  the  higbelt  bidder,  236. 
Nabob  will  not  admit  them 
opoly,  246.  remain  after  tut 
tie  Englifh  army  had  roarc.ncd 
teir  intereft  to  protra#  the  war, 

:  aferibes  to  them  the  late  :uc- 


cefles  of  the  Eng.  at  Seringham,  260  A  7, 
3000  detached  with  lNWi®  Keah  to  join  me 


INDEX. 


I  N 


«xtefcis  w.  within  30  miles  of  the  fea  coaft 
of  Malabar,  202.  Seringapatam  tl 


Bufly,  and  Salabadjing,  and  pays 

^  Seringapatam  the  capital,  5,-200,000  rupees,  404^  See  Myforeans. 

„  .  in  the  road  to  Tritchmopo-  MYSORE,  great  Seal  of,  259.  it  is  a  hand,  348. 

ly,  206.-1753.  •dngujl,  the  convoys  coming  Myfore  Army,  203.207.  291,  292.  396.  See 
irom  Myfore  to  the  Regent’s  army  intercepted,  Myforeans. 

3o6. - *755-  news  that  Salabadjing  and  Myfore  Camp,  512.  See  Myforeans. 

Balagerow  have  entered  the  country,  388.  MYSORE  General,  Vernna,  285. 

389.  they  are  in  the  country,  and  levy  MYSOREAN,  the,  meaning  the  Regent,  2*' 

.  4Q4>  4o5>  '  .  .  240.  243,  244,  245,  2-&-  2$7>  2 


a  contribution, 

MYSORE ,  Kt  _  . 

Morattoes  to  invade  the  Carnatic,  44. 

the  government  is  MYSOREAN 


:r  Dala-  . 


-  n  infant;  and  1 
adminiftered  by  his  Uncle,  the^Dabvvay, 
Regent)  who  demands  exhorbitant  terms  jur 

his  afliftance  to  Mahomedally,  202. - 1755, 

Godeheu  aflerts  the  preten lions  of  the  French 

rights  afligned  to  them  by.  Chnndafaheb,  who 
derived  them  from  ceflions  of  the  King  of 
Myfore,  (a  former  king)  396.  See  the  Re¬ 
gent  or  Dalaway  of.  Myfore  in  the  article  im¬ 
mediately  following. 

Mysore,* ivlaway,  or  regent  of, — 

1 75r.  hires  Morarirow  to  afiift  Mahomedally, 

minority  of  his  nephew,  the  King;;  agrees  to 
aflift  Mahomedally,  but  on  exorbitant  terms, 
2.02.  - ;  175s.  afiembles  at  Camor,  206;  ; 


it  Tritchinopoly,  MYSOREANS,  • 


,  2S6.  explained  above  ui 
Regent  of  Myfore. 

'NS,  the,  meaning  the  nation  in- 

general. - 175s.  Diipieix  promifes  to  take,. 

and  give  them  Tritchinopoly,  261. - ^1754.- 

drafs  concerning  their  differences  with  Maho¬ 
medally,  338,  April,  Succogee  treats  with 
them,  347.  but  the  King  of  Tanjore  will  not 
conclude,  348.  they  cede  Sermgham  anti  its. 
dependencies,  to  the  Fr.  which  had  been  gi¬ 
ven  to  them  by  Mahomedally,  376,  377.  and 
Leave  them;  on'tlie  retreat  of  their  army,  the 
reprefeutatives  of  all  their  rights  and  preten-- 
fions  in  the  Carnatic,  396. - 1755.  Salabad¬ 

jing  and  ‘Balagerow  with  their  refpefti  - 
mies  are  in  Myfore,  and  the  Vice  3 
pays  Salabadjing  5,200,000  rupees,  : 
arrears  of  their  tribute  to  the  Mogul,  40. 


1,  preiTes  the  Eng.  to  fight,  sc 
fied  at  their  inaction,  213.  May,  proffe 
,  ney  to  Monacgce,  lc  ' . •'  -ri . 


■Jr»z 


cZrfm 


E  X, 


fanlr^*by  the  K.  of  Travencore,  400.—  ■ 

x  755.  a'000  of  them  led  by  Moodemhh,  and 
joined  the  Pulilaver’s  troops,  defeat  Ma- 
phuze  Khan’s  at  Calacad,  401,  See  Travcn- 

Namur,  74  gun  fhip,  iri  which  Mr.  Bofcavren 
horffed  his  flag*,  the  fineft  of  her  fizc  in  the 
Englifli  navy,  loft  with  all  her  crew,  750 
men,  in  the  ftorin  at  Fort  St.  David,  April 
13th,  1749,  p,  109. 

NANAH,  is  the  appellative  by  which  Balagsrew 
is  commonly  hivzvn  in  Indofan^  and  is  by  mojl 
fuppefeci  to  be  a  title  of  ft<itc%  but,  as  -use  are 
infcrmi'J ,  arofe  from  the  nick  name,  given  him , 
vjh.cn  a  child  by  hit  faiha  ;  Nanah  fgnifying 

Nassekeddin,  flave  of  Scheabedddin,  who 
gives  him  the  government  of  the  provinces  of 
Multan,  10.  which  are  wrefted  from  him  by 
Jletmifche  Schamfeddin  in  1225,  />,  j2. 

Na/alpettah,  a  village  in  the  woods,  fix  m.  E.  of 
Elimiferum,  where  the  Eng.  army  halt  Augujl 
16th,  1754,  />,  36S. 

NjTjtMy  Natta  m,  an  extenfive  trail  of  moun¬ 
tainous  and  woodland  country,  beginning 
about  10  miles  n.  of  Madurai  there  is  a  pais 
through  it,  at  each  end  of  which  is  a  fort  with 
a  town ;  that  on  the  North  is  called  Natam, 

on  the  South  Nclfcy  Natan:. - iffy  De- 

feription  of  the  pais,  391.  May  291!),  Cap¬ 
tain  Lin,  having  examined  the  pafs,  halts  at 
th c  team  to  the  n.  391,  392.  the  army  follow¬ 
ing,  the  rear  is  attacked,  and  well  nigh  routed 
in  th tpafs  by  the  Collcries,  392  to  395.  Mi- 
anah  takes  refuge  with  the  Polygon  of,'  400. 
June,  Maphuze  Khan  return*  from  Nat  am  to 
Madura ,  4CK— — 1756.  Mianah’  {pints  up 
the  Polygon  to  join  the  Pulitavers  league,  421. 
Hills  bound  and  make  part  of  the  foreit  to  the 
eaftward,  423.  Natam  Colleris.  m)  423. 
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rives  in  the  middle  of  March  at  Gingee :  his 
army  immenfe,  138.  is  joined  by  Mahomedally 
with  6000  horfe,  and  by  the  Eng.  troops  and 
deputies,  138,  139.  rejefts  Lawrence’s  advice 
concerning  the  operations  of  the  field,1  139. 
jw,  140.  on  the  retreat  of  the  French  battalion, 
fweavs  not  to  imprifon  or  diftrefs  Murzafa¬ 
jing,  141.  bnt  puts  him  in  irons  as  foon  as  he 
furrenders  himfelf,  142.  difeontents  on  this 
and  otlier  reafons;  the  Pitan  Nabobs  confe¬ 
derate  againft  him,  142,  143.  Dupleix  treats 
with  him  in  favour  of  Murzafajing  and  Chun- 
dnfaheb,  and  fends  an  embaffy  to  his  camp, 
144.  who  make  connexion  againft  liim  with 
the  Pitan  Nabobs,  145.  of  which  major  Law¬ 
rence  endeavours  to  warn  him,  145.  prevented 
by  Shanavaze  Khan  from  confirming  the  ter¬ 
ritory  granted *to  the  Eng,  by  Mahomedally, 
146.  Lawrence  refufes  to  inarch  .with  him  to 
Arcot,  146.  and  returns  to  Fort  St.  David, 
146.  Nazirjing  from  Valdore  to  Arcot,  146, 
his  officers  feize  the  Fr.  faftovies  at  Mafuli- 
patnam  and  Yanam,  146.  and  in  July,  the 
French  take  the  city  of  Mafulipatnam,  147. 
indolent  and  voluptuous  at  Arcot,  147.  per¬ 
mits  Mahomtdaiiy  to  take  the  field,  and  lends 
him  fome  of  his  own  troops,  148.  w,  130. 
not  roufed  by  their  defeat,  151.  but  is  pro¬ 
voked  by  the  lofs  of  Gingee,  152.  takes  the 
field ;  hi?  army,  though  ftill  large,  much  Iefs 
than  when  he  entered  the  Carnatic ;  encamps 
imprudently;  his  army  diftrefled,  153.  offers 
Dupleix  all  he  had  a  iked,  154.  December  4th, 
his  camp  attacked  by  the  Fr.  troops,  155.  or¬ 
ders  Murzafajing’s . head- to  be  flruck  off;  is 
killed  by  the  Nabob  of  Cudapah,  136.  his 
troops  range  under  Murzafajing,  157.  joy  of 
Dupleix,  Chundaiaheb,  and  Pondicherry,  on 
the  news  of  his  death.  158.  159.  m,  160. 
his  treafures  valued  at  2300000  /.  p,  162.  three 

jtay» ^ 65”^^  Sr."  , 

768.  tiVn'of  v^oiVbulirbv  Dupleix  ot'ihe 
oround  on  which  he  was  killed,  213.  «,  230., 
w,  329.  Scid  Lafkar  Khan  his  Dunn,  337. 


\^n<  n 
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:1  by  Clive  am- 
vcs  Vcrdnchc- 
m  on  to  Tritchi- 

icir  attendants, 


\ A-  March,  fent  to 
intended  for 
358.  relieves  Palarn- 
;•  the  Eng.  army  at 
'1,  killed  iu  the 
1  1  vjtchmopoly  ;  of 
imented,  570. 

78.  to  Tripetti,  317 


Put  Mahomed  (Jehanghie,  grandfon  of  Trt- 
meriane,  his  governments  :•  enters  India  from 
Gazna  in  1398,  and  rakes  Multan,  13.  joins 
the.  main  army  with  Tamerlane,  13.  who 
gives  him  the  government  of  his  conqucfts  in 
India,  arid  appoints  him  his  universal  heir, 
16.  is'  alThflinatcd  in  1404,  6  months  after  the 
death  of  Tamerlane,  16. 

Pischard.— — 1751.  December,  commands  and 
is  cut  off  with  the  troop  of  Fr.  dragoons,  by 
Innis  Khan  and  his  Morattoes,  205. 

PIT  AH)  PJTANS,  we  fuppofe  to  be  the  de-- 
feendants  of  the  northern  Indians  who  were 
early  converted  to  Mahorredanifm,  7.  the  beft 
troops  and  the  moft  dangerous  enemies  of  the 
throne,  7.  nr,  24.  have  of  late  years  been 

'oppofed  by  the  Morattoes,  40.  a  Phan  af* 
faiiinates  Subderallv  in  Velore,  48.  fiercenefs 
•of  their  thara&er,  53..  a  band  of  them  af- 
fafiinate  Seid  Mahomed  at  Arcot,  55,  56, 
q 7.  on  which  Anwarodean  bamfhes  all  .the 
Pitans  of  the  city,  and  razes  their  honfes, 
59.  m,  60.  the  Nabobs  of  Cuaapah,  Canoul, 
and  Savanore  in  1 752,  are  Pitans,  ,142.  See 
below  Pit  aw  Nabobs,  the  whole,  nation 
erroiseohfly  iuppoftd  to  have  nvifen  from  a 
colony  of  Arabians,  who  400  years  ago 
fettled  at  Mafulipatnam,  147.  Murzafajing 
tells  Bully  that  every  Pitan  in  his  army  is  a 
traitor,  1*64.  a  Pitan  of  Monacgte’s  retinue 
is  the  executioner  of  Ohundafaheb,  241. 
——1751.  February ,  4000  in  Canoul  when 
jfacked  by  Bully  and  Salabadjing’s  army, 
249.  Mian'ah,  Moodemiah  and  Nubj  Cawn 

.  Catreck  are  Pitans,  399.  fo  is  the  Nabob- 
of  Savanore  in  1755,  who  is  mentioned  in 

PlJsiN  Nabobs,  of  Cudapab,  Canoul,  and 

savanore - 1752,  accompany  Nazirjing,  as 

feudatories,  info  the  Carnatic,  142.  advife 
Murzafajing  to  fubmit  to  him.-  143.  refent  the 
tin]  ri'ontr.ent  of  Murzafajing  contrary  to  the 
promifes  wmch  N>zirjmg  had  made  to  them, 
and  confederate  him,  143.  correfpond 


MSI. 

ir  confpiracy  kept  fecret  7 
December  4th,  their  condud  in  the  baffle, 
155,  136.  Cndapah  kills  Nazirjing,'  1-56, 
they  demand  exorbitant  rewards  of  Mursath* 
158.  refer  their  claims  to  Dupleix, 


Mr 


-  claims  t.  _  , _ . 

be  fatisfied  with  his  decifion, 
allegiance  to  Murzafajing,  163. 

->  ,6-- - 1 75  *-  February,  their  trracherv 

and  attack  on  Murzafajing  in  the  country  o'f 
Cudapah,  when  Savanore  is  killed,  Cndapah 
flies  wounded,  and  Canottl  kills  Murzafcjiii., 
165,  16^.  165.  it  does"  not  appear  that  tiny 
were  inltigafrd  bv  Dupleix  ro  afiiflinate  Na-' 
rrfmg,  379-  another  Pitan  Nabob  of  Sa- 
vanore  mentioned  in  p ,  425,  426. 

Pltchandah;  a  fortified  pagoda  on  the  H.  bank 
of  the  Coleroon,  l  m.  K.  of  Seringham, 
taken  poffrfiion  of,  and  immediately  quitted  by 
^  ?ng'  aIm'V‘’  W  '75'.  A  >78,  179- 

•  Munfurpcit  ffands  between  this  and  Samiava- 

the  Weftward,  from  which  Clive  cannonades 
the  camp  of  Chur.dafaheb,  May ,  1752,  pr 
228.  the  Pagoda  attacked  and  taken  by 
Clive  and  Dalton,  228,  229,  230.  Clive  go¬ 
ing  in  queft  of  D’Autueil  leaves  a  ftrong 

'May,  Morarirow  quitting  the  Myforaun^ni- 
camps  here,  360. 

POCOCK,  Cokhodore.  — 1754.  De¬ 
cember,  arrives  at  Madrafs  with  a  60  and  a 
70  gnn  fliip,  375.  N.  B.  it  is  implied,  al-  . 
though  not  mentioned,  that  he  lerved  at- 
Gheriah,  414,  415,  416,  417. 

Poster,  Captain - -1754.  May  loth,  in  the 

aftion  at  Seringham  diflodges  the  enemv  from 
a  Choultry  on  the  left  of  the  line  j  not  culp¬ 
able  for  not  pu fliing  this  fuccefs,-  284,  28 
— 1754.  Flay  12th,  marches  with  the  * 
army,  to  the  relief  of  Calliaud’s  detachment 
fuirounded  bv  the  enemy,  who  bring  np  the 

wounded  in'  the  action,  and  gives  tip  the 

command  to  Calliaud,  555,  356,  357 - 

1735.  Map,  leads  the  battalion  marc  iing. 
through  the  (freights  of  Nattam,  392.  July, 
Augufi,  e  {carts  the, Nabob  from  Tritcnino- 
pofv,  by  jfl^ijore  and  Fort  St.  David,  to  Ar- 
cot;  397-  39»- 

PoLITAVER.  S«  PuLITAVER. 

POLY  GAR,  is  always  underiiood  to  be  the 
Chief  of  a  mountainous  of  woodland  diftridi. 

POLYGAR,  POCYGARS.  Individuals. 

. . of  Ariei^r  s,  396,  ^97.  403. 


S  v  I  N  D 

POLV&J'R  Catabominaigue,  386.  390. 
420.^23,  423,.  424. 

.7—-,  ■  .  Of  Chicacole,  One  condufts 
the  Morattoes  over  the  mountains  into  the 
province,'  in  1754,  p,  373.  See  Underneath, 
Polygon  of  the  Nor  than  Provinces. 

tsrrjH,  425. 

———Of  El  e re mpe  k  ah}  425. 

- Of  Etiaporum,  420.424,435, 

"■  "■  Lachenaigue,  .381,  38a,  383. 

—  Of  Madura,  their  diftrifts  lie 
along  the  foot  of  .the  .mountains  to  the  w. 
— —  1756,  promife  to  join  the  league  againft 
Maphuze  Khan,  420,  421.  join,  and  are  de- 
'  feated  with  their  allies,  March  2  rft.  423. 
—  Of  Madura  and  -  TiNivEiir, 
agree. well  with  the  Pitan  governors  left  by 
Allum  Khan  in  1752,  /,  399.  their  ravages 

in  1756, />,  424. 

—  In  Mahomedally’s  Army, 
meaning  Tondimnn,  and  the  Polygarts  of 
Tritchinopoly,  1 752.*  their  force  not  ftrong 
enough  to  protect  Chundafaheb,  who  there¬ 
fore  does  not  truft  himfelf  to  them,  236.  not 
obliged  to  aft  out  of  the  diftricts  of  Tritchi- 
nopoly,  426. 

.  ■■■— .  1—  Maladirao,  430. 

"  "  MojtAi'AR,  The  Greater. 

.  —■ il Toravar*  The  Lesser. 

•  ■  -  ■ Of  Nattam. 

—  Of  Nelli  Cor  ah. 

s  - - —  Of  NELLlfAh’GAi'lLtEf  '390. 

•  he  is  the  Pulitaver. 

Nofm  of  intjixJtt,.  they  are 
Bangar  Yatcham  Naigue,  Darnerla  Venkita- 
pah,  and  Bomnmze.— 1 755.  November,  the 
Nabob  andKilpatrick  march  againft  them,  398. 
— —1756.  January ,  they -compound  their 
arrears  with  the  Nabob;  4*7.  the  army  marches 
out  of  their  countries,  418. 

— > — - — Or  the  Noxtmszh  f*o- 
rjjvcn,  they  never  pay  but  at  the  point  of 
the  fword,  404. 

'■  PoilTAVm,  PULTTAVER,  3£0. 

400,  401.  420,  421,  422,  423.  425. 

,  . One  po (felling  a  fort  called  Safa* 

hore  in  the  country  near  Savanore  Banca- 
po re,  426. 

——Of  tinivf:  ir>  agree  well  with 
ft  by  Allum  K! 


are  not  rtrong  enough  to  proteft  Chundafaheb, 
236.  not  obliged  to.ferve  out  of  the  dominion 
,  of  Trilchinopoly,  426.—  — 1755.  February, 
the  four  principal  fettle  and  pay  their  arrears 
to  Mahomedally  at  Manapar ,  380,  381. 

■ — - -  One  near  FeRDAC  HEL  U M,  in¬ 

verts  the  pagoda,  but -is  driven  away  by  the 
detachment  with  Pigot  and  Clive,  July ,  1751. 

—  . Of  NjZiapore,  the  Polygars  of, 

reduced  by  Salabadjing  and  Bufiy  in  their  re¬ 
turn  from  Myfore,  1755,  p,  403. 

’  Of  IForiorepollam,  305.  396, 

—  '  -AT.  B .  See  the  refpedive  heads  for 


fuck 


nl  explano 


m.  w  of  Madjafs,  built  by  the  Moors. - 

In  1755,  belonging  to  the  Eng.  company. 
Ofiober,  Lieut,  lnnis  retreats  hither  with  his 
party  from  Trivatore,  191.  which,  reinforced 
there,  proceeds  with  Kilpatrick  to  Arcot  in 
November,  193.— —1752.  January,  tlie  di- 

rtrifts  ravaged  by  Rajahfaheb,  209. - 1753. 

infefted  by  the  neighbouring  chiefs,  319.—* 
1 754.  January,  allowed  to  the  Eng-  by  the 
Fr.  commiflaries  at  Sadrafs,  338. 

PONDICHERRY,  City,  Government, 
— —*1736.  Subderally  and  Chundafaheb  go 
thither,  24S.— — 1^40.' the  reputation  of  its 
fortifications  induces  them  to  keep  their  fami¬ 
lies  there  during  the  war  of  the  Morattocs*  45. 

- - 1742.  Dupleix  governor,  45.— 1745. 

July,  the  garrifon  had  only  436  Europeans, 
and  the  fortifications  were  not  complcated,  60. 
alarmed  by  Barnet’s  fquadron,  61.— —1746. 
June  26th,  Delabourdonnais  arrives  there  with 
his  fquadron  after  the  engagement  with  Pev- 
24th,  Jails  reinforced  *t< 


Pevton  again,  returns  Augujl  the  10th, 
?4-  he  remains  ill  there,  whilft  his 

fquadron  tail  to  Mndraft,  66.  w,  6S.  the  go- 


},  3d,  the  ftorm  at  Madrafs  not  felt  here. 


between  the  two  divisions,  420.  March  zi  ft, 
the  eaftern  ioin  and  fer.vewitb  Maphuze  Khan 
in  the  battle  againft  the  confederates,  422.  all 
general  ravage  the  country,  424. 

>3- 

■  Of  Tmcnixoroir,  uj  1752 
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Madrafs,  399.  him  to  betray  the  city,  258,  239.  th 
ms  in  this  year  ment  produced  to  them,  260. 
from  Arielore,  PRATOPSING,  King  of  Tanjore. — 

iron,  409 - his  defeent  and  competition  with  - Si 

ike  the  field,  to  108.  For  the  reft,  fee  King  of  Tanjori 
;e,  4.18.  and  re-  Tnniorc. 


of  their averfion  PRESIDENCY.  See  Bombay,  Calcutl 
to  Morsrirowr  St.  David,  Madrafs, 

427.  Bully  re-  Proteftor,  46  gun  flrip  belonging  to  tl 
>  the  rupture  at  company,  in  which  Commodore  Jai 
idauce  on  Pon-  complifhes  his  fttccelTes  againft  Angri 
fers  of  Mor.iri-  411,  412,-413,  414.  See  Commodore 
wait  at  Char-  .  Pfeudo  Nabobs,  36. 
ts  arrive '  from  Pddv  Co  tj<„,  principal  town  of  To 

- 1746.  March,  Mahomed  Illbofgi 

the  Morattoes  with  his  detachment,  and  furremlers  t 
3  m.  from  Au-  ages. of  Catabominaigue,  and  Etiaponi 


r  n 


RAFFEIH  AL  DOWLET.  fuccteds  his  bro- 
ther  RafFeih  al  Diijat,  by  the  influence  of 
the  fame  lords ;  dies  a  natural  death  a  few  days 

•  after  his  acceflion,  21. 

Raffeih  al  Shan,  fon  of  Bahadr  Schab,  and 
father  of  Raffeih  al  Dowlet;  killed,  con- 
tefting  the  crown  with  his  brother  lehander 
Schah,  20. 

RAGOGEE  BONSOLA,  general  -of  the  Mo- 
rattoes,  next  in  extent  of  command  to  Bala- 
gerow.  — ■  —  in  1740,  invades  the  Carnatic 
with  rooooo  Morattoes,  41.  May  the  20th, 
they  defeat  Bonftally,  who  is  killed ;  ranfom 
the  province,  retreat,  and  return  in  December , 
42,  43. - 1741*  Marrh  26th,  take  Tritchi¬ 
nopoly  and  Chundafaheb,  44. - In  1744, 

he  invaded  Bengal  in  conjugation  with  Bala- 
gerow,  273.— 1752.  Oilcbcr ,  with  Balage- 
row,  attacks  the  provinces  of  Golcondah,  273. 
November,  they  make  peace  with  Snlabadjing 
and  Bully  at  Calberga,  328.  Nagpote ,  in 
Berar,  his  capital,  328.  he  foon  after  renews 
the  war,  but  on  obtaining  fome  diflrl<5V-s  near 
Berar  makes  peace  again  with  them,  328, 

329.  m,  330. - - 1 753-  Ofiober,  preparing 

to  renew  holiilities  againft  them,  332.  and 

they  againft  him,  336. - 1754..  they  carry 

the  war  into  his  country,  and  advance  as  far 

beads'  an 

army  into  Chicacole,  373.  See  Morattoes*. 

RAJAH,  RAJAHS ,  the  word  means  King. 


tenfive  territories,  25.  a  great  force  in  one  hand 
neceflarv  to  coerce  the  Rajahs  in  each  of  the 
provinces,  28.  tributary  to  the  Mogul,  but 
buffered  to  follow  their  own  mod'es  of  govern¬ 
ment,  35,  36.  Tanjore  governed  by  its  own 
Rajah;  and  Tritchinopoly  until  1736,  p,  58. 
— —  Chundafaheb  in  1749,  (ides  with  a  Ra¬ 
jah  <on 'the  weltern1  confines  of  the  Carnatic 
and  is  taken  prifoner  by  another,  who  releafes 
him  in  refpect  to  the  patent  of  protection 
given  him  by  the  Morattoes,  121.  The  Rajah 
of  Chiterdwrg  with  his  afliftance  defeats  the 
Rajah  of  Bcdrour,  121.-^1730.  All  fouth 
of  the  Kriftna  fummoned  to  accompany  Na- 
zirjinginto  the  Carnatic,  137.  who  on  his 
return  tcArcot  permitted  many  of  them  to 
return  home,  152.  w,  <55.  Vizeramrauze 
the  molt  powerful  in  the  northern  maritime 
provinces  of  the  Decan,  373,  374.  Rheddy  is 
a  diminutive  of  Rajah,  390/  Nrermd ,  the 
molt  powerful  of  thofe  between  Poni  and 
Golcondah,  and  heads  them  i w  Augujl  1752, 
againft  Sallabadjing  and  Bufly,  by  whom  they 
are  intirelv  routed,  436, 

Raja  Iohage*,  Ionaci,  162.  See  lonagee, 

JlIjfMUNDRiW.  R,IJAMUKDRY,c:k 


had  been  governed  by  Anwarodean  KUttiSL 
—  In  November  1753,  obtained  by  Buffo 
for  the  Fr.  company,  334.  is  bounded  to  fee 
s.  by  Elore  and  Mufiapkanagar ,  335.  is  the 
only  part  of  the  C.  of  Coromandel  which  has 
forefts  of  Teak,  335.  Jafferally  had  governed 
it  for  fome  years, ^373.  «,  375.  Of  its  re- 

Rajamusdrum,  city,  capital  of  tlie  province, 
Bufly  .there  in  Augujt,  1754.  A  }74- 

Rajahsahes,  Razasahes,  fon  of  Chunda. 
faheb.— 1740,  left  with  his  mother  in  Pon¬ 
dicherry,  1749,  accompanies  the  Fr.  troops 
fent  -to ’join  his  father  and  Mnrzafajing,  12$. 
——1751.  September ,  joins  the  troops  fent 
from  Tritchinopoly  againft  Clive  in  Arcot, 
with  130  Europeans  mom  Pondicherry,  186. 
September  24th,  Clive  failies  on  his  quarters, 
186  to  188.  is  joined  by  Mortizally  with  aooo 
men,  188.  their  pretended  quarrel,  to  enfnarc 
Clive,  89.  w,  190.  a  vaft  cannon  fired  through 
his  quarters,  191.  detaches  againft  Lieutenant 
Innis,  191.  Oflober  30th,  funimoneth  Clive, 
192.  November  the  14th,  ftorms  the  fort,  193, 
1^4.  quits  the  town  the  fame  night  withal! 
his  force,  196.  beats  up  Bafinrow's  camp  near 
Velore,  196.  is  reinforced  by  a  party  of  Eu- 

'  ropeans  at  Arni,  197.  is  intirely  defeated 
there  by  Clive„  197,  198.  m,  199  — — -1753. 
January ,  appears  again,  plundering  at  Pona- 
malee  and  St.  Thomas'  Mount,  208,  209. 
followed  by  Clive,  and  intirely  defeated  by 
him  at  CbVrepauk,  aio  to  212.  abandons  the 
fort,  21*.  m,  2.12.  recalled  by  Dupleix,  213. 
June,  who  proclaims  him  Nabob  on  the  death 
of  his  father,  252, '253.  unequal  to  the  ftation, 
which  Dupleix  therefore  offer&iio  Mortizally. 
275.  (whom  he  aftet  wards  procktSned. )  «,  317. 
— — 1754.  January,  the  Eng.  deputies 
Sadrafs  offer  that  he  ftw.ll  have  a  penficn,  339. 

Rains,  between  Anrcngabad  and  Golcondah , 
continue  from  tlie  beginning  of  July,  to  the 
end  of  September,  332.  *  In  me  end  of  Decent- 
her,  1754,  had  fwelled  all  the  rivers  in  Tut- 

me,  34U - 1754.  September  12th,  the  rainy 

‘feafon  fets  in  at  Triuhinopoh,  371.  . 

RAJPOOTS,  (a  high  race  'of  Indians,  next  tq  the. 
Bramins)  by  their  courage  have  preferred  their 
indejjendance,  6,  are  loldiers  by  birth,  40. 
—  1751,  May,  1000  with  Chundafaheb 
profer  to  defend  the  Pagoda  of  Seringham 
againft  all  intruders,  232.  and  when  furren- 
dered,  threaten  to  cut  the  Eng.  foldiers  to 
pieces  if  they  attempt  to'  pafs  beyond  the  third 


General— 1755,  treaty  made  with  hiru  by 
Bombay  to  attack  Angria,  410.  proceeds  with 
the  Morattoe  fleet  and  army,  4^0.  befeiges 
three  forts  out  of  cannon  Ihot,  411.  m,  413. 


.1  *#  D  E 


Apl^  15th,  Commodore  James  delivers  to 

him  the  forts  he  had  taken,  414, - 1 756. 

February,  commands  the  Morattoe  forces 
*’«  expedition  againft  Ghcrinh,  414. 


the  attack  pn 


Sadxjcksaheb,  — —  1736,  placed  by  his  bro¬ 
ther  Chundafaheb  in  Dindigul,  39.— —1741,. 
killed  coming  to  his  relief  when  befieged  in 

/tu  ait  n  att  Title  of  the  King,  of 


in  exclufionof  the  Englifh,  4 


Regent,  or  Dalaway 


.  187.  ta! 

palling  wounded  near  Conjcv.eram,  his  fteadi- 
nefs  when  this  place  is  attacked  by-Clive,  199. 
—  1754.  February  the'  15th,  killed  bravely, 
at  the  definition  of  the  convoy  and  grena¬ 
diers  near  Keili  Kotab,  345. 

RheMy,  diminutive  of  Rajah,  a  title  of  the  chief 
of  Ttrrme,  396. 

Ridge,  Captain.— 1753,  lately  arrived  from 
England,  leads  the  reinforcement,  which  joins 
the  army  at  Tritchinopoly  September  19th,  309. 

rived  from  England,  Engineer  General  of  all 
the  company’s  fortifications  in  India;  pro- 
pofes  to  intercept  the  Fr.  troops  returning 
with  the  treafures  of  Nazirjing  to  Pondicher¬ 
ry;  a  name  of  great  fcience,  168. 

Rock ,  the  Five,  the  French,  the  Gotten,  the  Su¬ 
gar-loaf.  h  Tritchinopoly,  p,  300.  See  them. 

Rockets,  made  ufeof  to  frighten  cavalry,  150. 

Roe,  Sir  Thomas,  fent  Embaflador  to  lehang- 
uir,  by  King  James  the  Firft,  p,  18. 

Romi  &han,  an  agent  of  Mr.  Bufly’s,  ftabs 
Ibrahim  Ally,  the  Governor  of  Hyderabad, 
.and  is  immediately' killed  himfelf,  June,  1756, 


_  _  SABAH  RAJAH, 

leffion  of  Gheriah  all  the  Morattoe  nations.  Is  on  friendly 

with  the  prefidency  of  Borrfbay,'  405.  Angria 
revolted  againft  him,-  took.  Jiis  fleet,  and  all 
his  territories  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  407, 
.408.  and  is  acknowledged  his  tributary,  408. 

' '  " J  "Morarirow  refutes  to  pay  allegiance  to. 


;hfh,  415. 
of  Myfore, 


1,  4*6. 


cherry  Sepoys  baniflied  thither,  ™ 

Saint  Louis,  feaft  of,  367. ' 

Saint  Paul ,  road,  in  the  ifle  of  Bourbon,  92. 
SMitT  Thomas,  mvNTy  the  EngJifl,  country- 
houfes  there  plundered  by  the  troops  of  Ra- 
■  „  ja&heb,  %mu«y,iy&,p,  a°9/  . 

St.  Thome  .  See  Sjn  Thome  . 

SALABADJING. - 1750,  fon  of  Nizamal- 

muluck,  brought  into  the  Carnatic  under 
ftrift  confinement,  with  the  army,  by  his  bro¬ 
ther  Nazirjing,  163.— 1751.  February,  is 
releafed,  and  proclaimed  Subah  on  the  death 
<if  Murzafajing  in  Cudapah,  165.  acknow¬ 
ledged  by  JDupleix,  166.  marches-  with  the 

Cudapah,  248.  they  take  Canoul,  £49.  are 
oppofed  by  Balagerow,  who  is  employed  by 
.  Ghaziodin  Khan,  the.  elder  brother  of  Sala- 
badjing,  250.  purchafe  his  retreat,  250.  ar¬ 
rives  at  Golcoudah  in  April,  rewards  the  Fr. 
battalion,  230.  in  May  proceeds  to  Aurenga- 

gceuK^grtteDded  d*gaK 


Bully  a 


nied  by 


of  Bully,  froc 
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rock  and  fort  of  Bancapore 
it,  4.2.6.  Morarirow  joins  ... 
body  of  troops,  4^7-  Balag. 
badjing  in  the  attack?  pcac 


mediation  of  BofTv,  447.  < 

Sovdet  Bunder,  the  .name  given 


e  made  by  the 
i34* 

by  the  Moors  to 


.  CobeUng, 
Saujohee, 


from  tiie  brother  of  Se- 


vagee,  had  Wen  King  of  Taniore  and  de- 
pofed,  comes  in  1749  to  Fort  St.  David,  and 
procures  the  afliftance  of  the  Englifh-  to  reftore 
him,  106.  Aprils  accompanied  their  troops 
into  Tanjorc,  109.  has  few  abettors  in  the 
country,  112.  Pratopfing,  the  reigning  King, 
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SAUNDERS.— *—1750,'  governor  of  Fort  St. 
David  when  the  prelidency,  168.— — 1752, 
fends  Pigot  with  a  detachment  to  Verdacke- 
lum,  i8t.  came  to  the  government  a  little 
before  the  'death  of  Nnzirj'mg  j  after  that 
event,  oppoi'ed  the  fchemes.  of  Dupleix  with 
much  fagaeiry,  perfeverancc,  and  refolution, 
337. - 1754.  JajTuary^  ljuperintends  and  in- 

rencc  of  Sadrafs,  337.  fairnefs  of  his  proofs, 
moderation  of  his  propofols,  337,  338,  339. 
which  not  being  met  by  the  fame  principles, 


SEBEGTECHIN,  Father  of  Mahmood,  who 
founded  the  dyhnfty  of  the  GAWArinzs* 
died  in  997,  pK  9.  tfte  Mahomedan  princes  in 


the  princes  of Indoftan,  59. 

Seerpaw,  garments  prefented  by  inferiors  in 
token  of  refpeft,  by  fuperiors  of  favour,  159. 
*—1752.  Attgujl .  one  fent  by  the  Great 
Mogul’ to  Salabadjing,  252  and  435. 

Seid  Laskar  Khan,  was  general  of  Nizam- 

almuluck’s  army; - 1750*  accompanied 

Nazirjing  into  the  Carnatic,  who  imprudently 

•  fent  him  back  into  the  Decan,  329 - 1751. 

on  die  arrival  of  Salabadjing  at  Aurengabad  he 
was  appointed  Duan,  by  the  recommendation 
of  Bufly,  whofe  views  he  afterwards  thwart¬ 
ed,  329>  33°* - January,  his  arti- 

ficio'us  conduct  to  difgufl  the  Fr.  troops  after 
■the  departure  of  Bufly,  and  to  wean  Sala¬ 
badjing  from  his  trull  in  them,  530,  331, 
-carries  Salabadjing  without  them  to  Aurenga¬ 
bad,  331.  November  on  the  arrival  of  Bufly 


forean  to  fur  prize  Tritchinopoly,  388. 

SCHAH  GEKAN,  Great  Mogul,  fon  of  Ieh- 
anguir,  reigns  from  162710  1666,  when  he 
is  depofed  and.  confined  by  his  fon  Aureng- 
zebe,  18. 

SCHEABEDDIhJ,  Fourth  of  the  Glides, 
during  the- life  of  his  brother,  and  predeceflor 
paiatheddin,  conquers  the  kingdoms  of  Mul- 


Seid  Mahoked,  fon  of  Subderally,  1744,  ai 
infant,  was  .in  Madrafs  with  his  mother  whe. 
his  father  was  aflhfimated  by  Morrizally  a 
Velore,  who  demands  him ;  proclaimed  Na 


'  Nizamalrnuu.'rk-V<  1 .  — — 1 744.  who' 
mis  him  back  fronitSylcondali  under  the 
«  of  Anvvarodean  KhiVsS,  ™ch  b=- 
ved  in  the  Car53s~  Jnnc,  a(Tafli,nated 
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grenadiers  from  C ooiaparah^  344,  345.  collect 
provifions  at  Fillanwe,  346.  -Mahomed  lflbof 
commander  in  chief  of  all  the  company’s  Se¬ 
poys,  346.  repulfe  die  enemy  at  Killatwrey 
347*  m>  348-  ”>  349-  m>  352-  o*cers  feeing 
the  experiments  of  a  conjurer,  353.  May  fath, 
in  the  detachment  with  Calliaud,  and  the  ge¬ 
neral  action. which  enfued,  354,  355,  356* 

357.  -difperfed  at  KiVanore ,  357.-100  far- 
prized 'and  taken  near  Chillamimm,  358.— 

500  to  the  relief  of  Palamcotah^  359.  which 
afterwards  join  the  army  at  Vanjtre,  361.— 

50O  join  Maphuze  .Khan>at  Cwjeveratn,  362. 
at  K ilia  nor e  can  no  longer  pats  with  provifionS^ 

364.  Auguji  the  15th,  3000  af  tbe  review  of 
the  army  at  Atchtmpettah,  368*  in.  the  march 
and  aftion  before  T rUctiwpoly*  368,  369.—  v 
»Oo  put  into  Elimi/crumy  5  70 6po  ftationed 
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INDEX. 


Khan  in  Trinivelly,  401.  who  was  twice  de¬ 
feated  nr  Cedaeadc,  401,  402. 

0  ^  '  >f  Moktizally. - 


:  has  2000,  p,  28;;  ...  .  ,  . 

at  tliofe  of  Arcot,  288. 
the  fervlce  of  the  Mrs  0  p.  k  a  wr, 

.  ,,j.  May.  icoo  at  Seringham,  289. 
— — 1754.  Marche  1000  fent  from  thence 
to  Mvfore,  347. 

ScroYS;  Various.  — — 1753.  Auguji,  5.000 

brother,  who,  as  well  as  the  ether  two,  fuc- 
ceeded  to  the  throne  of  Tanjore,  .he  was  fa¬ 
ther  of  Pratopfuig,  the  King  reigning  in  this 
volume.  108. 

SE R JNGAPATAM,  Capital  of  MYSORE, 

tn,  Z03. - 1755.  Sahbadjing,  Btlfly,  and 

Balagerow,  before  Seringapatam,  404.  they 
depart  in  April,  405.  See  Regent  under 
'  Mvfore. 

SER/NGHA. 1/,  ISLAND  and  Pjgodj,  the 
Ijland  fonned  by  the  feparation  of  the  Caveri 
.  into  two  arms  ;  about  5  m.  n.  w.  of  Tritchi - 
nopoly,  177.  a  large  mound  14  m.  e.  of  this 
city  terminates  the  IHahd,  and  prevents  the 
two  flreams  from  uniting  again,  177.  Jum- 
baki/lfia  and  Seringham,  the  two  Pagodas  in 
the  IfiamJ,  deferibed,  178.  caufe  of  the  ex¬ 
treme  veneration  to  the  Pagoda,  178.  reve¬ 
nues  and  life  of  the  Bramins,  178.— —1751. 
'July,  the  Englifii  army  enter  into  the  Pagoda , 
179.  quit  it,  anti  crofs  to  TrhcKimpoly , 

■  180.  Coiladdy,  1  m.  e.  of  the  great  ; 
i3o.  the  French  and  Chundafaheb’s 
take'  pofleflion  of  the  Pagoda ,  180. 
leave  a\gnifon  in  it,  when^b^y  crofs  to 
Tritchinofoly,  1 8 1 .  rajd^f^altery  of  two 

fhe  city,  soo^V^-^i 752.  April,  their  whole 
army  retreat  iind<»he-j#3/,'  218.  a  gun  in  a 
Choultry  there,  taken,  279.  Lclguddy,  7  m.  E. 
of  the  Pagcda,  222.  April,  D’Autueil  waiting 
at  Utatoor  to  make  his  way  into  the  ijland, 
2z6.  A  mound  extending  from  Pitcbandah 
to  -oppofite  the  Pagoda,  228,  229.  Clive 
cannonades  l.he  enemy’s  camp  in  the  ijland 
irom  this  iyi)und.  228,  220.  the'iooo  Raj¬ 
poots  and  A  tort  of  Chundafaheb’s  army  go 
into  SeK nhaitu  the  Fr.  into  the  Pagoda  of 
ambnf^na.  231,  232.  ittnc  3d,  furrender 

to  the  Myforeans,  246.  who  . 

Auguji.  Inms  Khan  with  3000 

michcny  with  the  reff,  except 
68.  December  23d,  the  camp 
e  night  by  Dalton,  268,  2O9. 


the  Eng.  parly  in  the  great  the 

JJland  cwt  off,  270.  m,  271.  the  Regent  de¬ 
taches  a  part  of  his  force  to  encamp  at  JW- 
quirc's  tope,  273.  m,  275.  which  return  to 
Scrmjiam  on  the  approach  of  Major  Law¬ 
rence  from  Trivadi,  283.  May  8th,  a  rein¬ 
forcement  of  French  trooj*  arrive,  283.  the 
ictb.  Major  Lawrence  croffes  at  Mmiathlii- 

the  ijland,  283,  284,  2S5.  June,  another 
reinforcement,  confuting  of  Fiench  troops 

Regent  c^uits  his  camp  at  Seringham ,  and  en- 
-imps  at  the  Facquire’s  tope,  389.  Augufi 
24th,  Moranrow  and  another  French  rein¬ 
forcement  ariives,*304.  m,  305.  m,  306.  m , 

'  3°7-  September  2 iff,  the  enemy  defeated'at  the 
Sugar-loaf-rock  retire  by  Mootachellinoor  in¬ 
to  the  .ijland,  313.  */,  314.  3L7.  Novem¬ 

ber,  another  reinforcement  arrives,  320.  m , 
324.  December,  flats  of  -the  en$ny’s  force 
there,  343.--^^ 754.  moll  of  which  march 

.  344.  Vifits  and  confpiracy  of  Poniapah  and 
another  Braroin  with  the  Regent  at  Seringham, 
3S°*  3S2j  353-  the  expences  of  his  army 
there  have  exhauffed  his  treafures,  353.  May 

camps  to  the  n.  of  the  Coleroon,  354.'  May 

party  engaged  with  Calliaud,  355.  and  re¬ 
turn  by  ffreyeondah\  356.  Auguji  the  17th,  a 
party  march  to  take  poffelhon  of  the  French 

Sept:  iff,  the  enemy  retreat  f.iom*Moo?ache]- 

linoor  into  the  iflancl,  370.  m,  381 - 1753. 

April  the  14th,  the  Regent  marches  away  to 

the  French,  388,  389. 

Serjeant,  Englijh,  Sec  Shawlum.-r~1.753.  April, 
the  ferjeant  at  Chillambrum,  difcovei  ing  that 
the  Governor  intended  to  give  up  his  party, 
marches  away  with  them  to  Devi  Cotnh,  287. 
September  23d,  one  clambers  up  the  gateway 

February ,  the  French  Serjeant  at  Manarcoile 
failles,  and  defeats  the  Fnglilh  party,  358.  '  < 

Serpaw.  See  Seerpaw.  <- 

Seva  Gunga. - 1751,  the  Morattoes  having 

left  the  Carnatic  encamp  there,  and  return 

SEVAGEErin  1680  fends’  hit  brother  with  an 
army  into  Tanjore,  which  conquers  the  king, 
dom,  108.  famous,  became  King  of  all  the 
Morattoes,  and  is  generally,  but  erroncoufly 

Forlona 

n.  of  D1.UI,  taken  from  the  M.rattoes  by 
Conagee  Angria  when  be  revolted,  as  well  as 
the  three  forts  built  by  them  on  f  the  mam 


SOUBAH,  SUBAH,  fignifies  a  province;  but 
the  Europeans  improperly  cal!  the  Viceroy  of 
the  principal  diviftons  of  the  Empire,  Stibah;  • 
and  we  too,  in  conformity  to  the  Wage  which 

what  we  call  Nabobs,  36.  who  of  late  years 
have  paid  as  little  heed  to  them,  as  they  to 
the  Throne,  37.— 1742..  Every  petty  gover*  ‘ 
nor  in  the  Carnatic,  mimicking  in  their  reti¬ 
nues  the  titles  given  to  the  principal  officers  in 
the  court  of  the  Sabah,  51. 

SOUBAH,  SOUBAti$HH\  op  the  Dec**. 
•a  Southern  Provinces}  the  Carnatic  one 


Uabr,  the  firlfc  of  the  Subah,  \  3^  :?  r  c,8,  December  Uptylei*  c 
mifiioned  by  Mifrt^Ong,  to  ac< faint  to  the 
5s,  February,  at  the  bah  for  the  revenues  of  Ai 

it  by  Clive, difeovers  161.'— — teci.  onjiis  cleat-,^£I>m>lei*  actai 
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Chundafaheb,  to  Madrafs  and  P 
from  lienee  to  Tritchinopoly,  of 
get  pofieffion,  and  lie  gives  the  goi 


of  vifiting  a  famous  Pagoda  at _a  great 
ice,  361. 

kaf  rock,  in  the  plain  of  Trilchimpoty, 
t  3  m.  s.  of  tile  French  Rock.—— 
h  29th,  Dalton,  with  a  large  detachment, 
;  there  to  join  Lawrence  and  Clive  com- 

Auguji  9th,  the  main  body  of  the  enemy 
when  intending  to  intercept  Major 
fence  returning  with  the  convoy  from 


South  of  the  Coleroon,  ?n,  402. 

Squadron.  Sec  under  Englijh  and  French. 

Storm. - *746.  OBobcr  2d,  demolifheth  the 

beft  of  Delabourdonnais’  fquadron,  70.—— 
1749.-/^ ril  the  13th,  the  Namur,  Pembroke, 


tic  of  the  Sugar  loaf  Rock,  310  to  313 _ 

1754.  Auguji  17th,  Maiffin  .draws  up  his 
army  between  this  and  the  Fr.  Rock,  to  oppofe 
Lawrence  returning  again  from  Tanjore,  368, 
369. 

Sui/tan,  the'  ride  of  Mabmood  Schah,  K.  of 
Delhi,  13.  of  Khalil,  fuccefibr  of  Tamerlane, 
16a  of  Babr,  firil  of  the  G.  Moguls,  17. 

Sun,  The,  one  of  the  divinities  of  the  Indians, 
gets  his  teeth  knocked  out  in  a  broil  with  the 


lore,  42.  ranfoms  the  province  from  the  Mo- 
rattoes  by  the  mediation  of  Meerafliid,  42.  who 
agree  to  return,  and  take  Tritchinopoly  from  « 

Chundafaheb,  43. - 1741,  refides  in.  Velore. 

- - 174a-  fends  his  family  to  Madrafs,  and 

fometimes  comes  there  himfelf,  45.  Oftober, 
is  poitVned  and  aflaflinated  in  Velpre  by  Mor- 
tizally.V:;,  46,47,  48.  svtyrrf  his  army  ac¬ 
knowledge!  49,  but  Q.^rTctrtizally’s  flight  from 
Arcot,  proi^iip^^eid  Mahomed,  the  fon  of 
Subderallv.  ci.«.  cc.  In  1  f a.o.  his 


ipril  22d,j  deputed  by  the  K.  to  compliment 
he  Naboyipod  Major  Lawrence  at  Tanjore, 
81.  ru>/ihe  K.  and  is  bribed  by  the  Myfo- 
tmsM6.  prevails  on  him  to  remove  Monac- 


1752. - February,  at 

ik,  advances  from  Keene’s 
itres  the  French  artillery 


TaMana  on  the  C.  of  Malabar,  the  s.  in 
1  dary.of  Aogrias  dominions,  407,408. 

J  TAMERLANE,  the  Mogul  Tasters,  under 
•  and  his  fucceflors,  have  atkngth  conquers. 
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TJNJ'ORE)  C/rr,  had  been  ^  befiegi 
:  j  7$  i .  December,  inverted  by  Murza 


T.  by  Tritchinopoly  and  Tondbnan,  108, 

-i— 1749.  Aprils  expedition  of  the  Englifli 
o  conquer  it  for  Succogee,  109  to  1  is.'  June 
0  Au«ujl,  fecond  expedition  to  take  Devi 
lotah,  ri2to  rr8.— -17^9.  Ofiober,  Nwcm- 
' er ,  expedition  of  Murzaiaiing  and  Chun- 


Fnnth  territory  near  Km  ical,  valued  at  106,000 
tachment  from  Ferdachelym  fent'to*  Tritchi- 


two  days  after  the  defeat  of  Gaudermv,  Pigou 
joins  with  the  reinforcement  from  Devi  Cotah, 
391,  w,  36s.  m,  364.  July  ssci,  the  army 
moves,  and  encamps  at  Atchemfettah,  is  m. 

TANJoIe^Kw^of,  in  1739,  hnrrafled  'by 
Chundafaheb,  incites  the  Morales  to  attack 

the  Carnatic,  4’ - ‘749  the  Pretender  to 

Tanjore.  Sawjohee?  the  King  reigning,  Pra- 
ispfin? ;  their  familv  and  defeent  from  Sevagee 
the  Morattoc’s  brother,  108.  N.  Bi  From  'this 


Madura,  Mornver  to  the  S. 
March,  Lawrence  and  Cliv< 
iorcement  proceed  through  it. 
April,  Lawrence'  and  "the 


•anjorc  bv  Chundafaheb, 
Icier,  November,  the  King, 
si  bv  Murzii’hiing,  Chun- 


index. 


TaHJORE,  TAWJORIt,  F.,TaH 
meaning-  or  applied  to,  their  Axi 
1749.  Ap'd)  oppofing  the 


5000  attack  the  Englifh  detachment  in  Atcha- 
veram  during  the  whole  night,  and  endeavour 
to  burn  down  the  gates  with  bundles  of  ftraw 

piled  againft  it,  117,  118. - *749* 

ber,  defending  Tanjore  againft  Murza fajing, 
the  French,  and  Chundafahtb,  135.— — 1752, 


them  ac  Chucklypollam, 
-dafaheb  trulred  himfelf  to 
.  any  other  of  the  allies*  23 


are  recalled  on  an  alarm  of  the  Morattoes  i 
tiieir  own  country,  277.  April,  proceed  01 
day’s  inarch  with  the  Englifh  army  froi 
Tanjore,  and  return  the  next,  281 .  the 


bob’s  retinue,  and  the  baggage  ami  provifions, 
300,  301.  and  nrgle<ft  to  charge  the  enemy 
•when  routed,  302.  September  ift,  encamp 
with  the  Englifh  army  at  the  French  rock, 
fecure  from  the  Morattoes,  whom  they  fear, 
307.  .  September  sift,  their  cavalry  in  the  bat¬ 
tle  f  the  Supar-Icqf  Reck  how  dijpofeJ,  31a. 

fuing  the  enemy,  313,  314-  their  rhodo* 
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montedr  after  the  viaory,  514.  Ofloler  the 

rival,  316,  m,  325,.  Dtamio-i  a  body  of  them 
ftationed  with  Gaud  trow '  at  Tricatopoh  to 
oppofe  the  Mctattoes,  325.  who  pafs  by  "them 

into  the  Tanjore  country,  526. -  1754. 

January,  their  cavalry  led  by  Monacgee  in- 
.timely  defeat  tl.ei'e  Morattocs,  341,  342. 
Eeb,  a  party  of  borfe  lying  at  Cootaparab, 
^  ,  march  away  three  clays  before  the  Englifli 
pr  catvp  and  grenadiers  arc  attacked  and  cut 
off,  *44.  May  the  24th,  t.500  borfe  with 
Gmiderow,  ibtioned  again  at  Tricatopoly,  are 
intirely  defeated  by  Morsrirow,  360,  361. 
June  7th,  Monacgee  reinfhtcd,  levies  troops 
to  recruit  this  lofs,  361,  362.  July  22d,  after 
long  delay,  the  Tanjorincst.join  the  Englifh 
army  at  Atvhsnpcttah,  365,  they  are  2500 
Jiorfe  and  3000  foot,  moftlv  armccl  with  jnuf- 
l;cts,  3hS-  Aurufl  17th,  are  rlifpofed  in  the 
fecond  line,  to  protedl  the  baggage  raid  con¬ 
voy,  368.  their  peons  mentioned,  368.  are 
sinufed  by  Hydernaig,  who  falls  upon  the  con- 
.  voy',  369.  September,  the  army  take  the  field  to 
attack  Tcndiman,  but  ftopt  by  the  preparations 
of  Calliaud,  403.  and  during  the  reft  of  the 
year  bv  the  contrived  delays  of  Monacgee,  403. 
■  Tasks.,  the  great  refervoirs  in  India,  from 
which  the  arable  lands  are  watered,  354. 

TARTARS^  Mount  Caucafus  to  the  n.  leparates 
India  from  various  nations  of  Tartars,  2. 

TARTARS  AlOCUl,  fee" Mogul. 

TARTARY. ,  the  Eaft  Indies  lye  to  the  s.  of,  1. 
crowds  of  adventurers  from  Tartary  have  efia- 
♦  bliflied  themfelves  in  lndoftan,  24. 

Tavernier,  quoted,  for  a  ftory  of  the  def- 
potifm  of  a  Nabob,  28. 

Tf  Deem,  fung  in  Pondicherry 


TwARry  Tjmfry,  a  fort  6  m.  s.  tv.  of  'Arcot. 

— — 1 75 1.  September ,  Cliye  attacks  the  fugitive 
troops  of  Arcot  there,  on  the  14th  and  i6rh, 
184,  185.  November  the  9th,  the  governor 
furrenders  the  fort  to  him,  196. 

TIKI  FELLY,  The  City  or  Town,  the 
Country.  The-  town  is  160  m.  $.  of  Tritchi- 
tio/olp  the  territory  extends  to  Comorin,  the 
country  of  Medina  lies  between  this  and  the 

country,  of  Trilchimpoly,  x(>g: - x  7  $*•->- 

maty,  Abdull  Rahim  and  Lieut.  Innis,  lent 
with  a  force  to  fettle  the  government,  arrive 
at  the  city,  169.  March,  from  whence  they 
return  to  join  Cope  at  Madina,  170.—^- 
1753.  February,  500  Europeans  and  2000 
Sepoys  fent  with  them  to  reduce  the  coun¬ 
try,  are  joined  bv  1000  borfe  with  Ma- 
.  phfl7.e  Khan,  whom  the  Nabob  appoints 
Ins  Vicegerent  in  the  Madura  and  Tinivciiv 
countries,  380.  they  are  bounded  to  the  L- 
..  by  the  diftrhfts  of  Moravar,  384.  who  offers 
fetllcments  on  the  fea  coaft,  which  will  greativ 
abridge  the  communication  with  the  city  of 
Tmivellv,  ^the  rtnry  arn^here  in  ^the 

try  is  about  50’  mbs.  CoS  it  flfiV  Cmk 
about  40^  s.^86.  ^The  Moravar  fends  5000 

gars,’  3087.‘'  coion;nS'  UU"3t’e  °J‘ 


Su  go.  ..17+8, 


P.  3^/iind 


rt  farm  to  Maphus 
2d,  Heron  I 
againft  mim. 

390.  the 


n  the  death  of 


during 
from  •  the 
Mianah, 


,rS’ 


Ttaroehe.)  /•»  6 
THIBET  i 

c,  4,  < 


INDEX. 


lot  get  back  to  the  city,  *Si.  but  the  dbtweye 
ie  proieficd  by  the  army  encamping  at  the 
■V.ryiwV/  Tope,  28?.  m,  *86.  Jam,  and  after 
!'c  .* ry  of  the  GJJcn  mi,  the  Sepoys  re- 
urn  with  a  flock  for  50  days,  *94.  September 
til,  fcveral  of  the  French,  who  fled  from  tbe 
utile  cf  the  Zapat-knf  nek,  are  knocked  on 


ants  remove  their  cattle,  and  abandon 
villages,  which  he  burns,  and  takes  K:l. 
,  357.  Major  Lawrence,  marching  lo 
re,  pafleth  through  the  mod,.  35S.  Au- 
oth,  provifions  procured  as  ufual  from 
rnd  the  country  of  Tan-ore,  370.  Pu. 
ah  the  principal  10*0,-1756.  April, 


,  he  joins  Mahomed  Iflbof 
fonie  of  londiman's  forces, 
in  the  Company’s  pay,  4s3. 


their  name  (it  is/aidj  from  wearing 
opasses,  in  the  fet^Rof  Chun 
—  i75i.  ad« 

4000  Sepoys  to  the  attack  of  Daito 
Utatoor,  px  175. 

opasses,  in  the'  fervice  of  the  E 
- 1746.  December ,  loo  at  Fcrt  . 


bay,  87,-1748.  Avgufi,  of  the  Com- 
y’s  battalion  ferving  at  the  fiege  of  Potufi- 
y,  300  of  the  750  were '  TopaflVs,  q$. 
-1751.  July,  100  Rationed  with  Dalton 

e  well  when  attacked  and  retreating,  175. 


at  Atchempcttah,  368. 
Topasses,  m  the  feivicei 
1753.  May  loth,  in  1 


INDEX. 


Ixxxi 


of  Sditgiam  near  MataMtinwr,  184. 
ttmber  aift,  two  companies  ftationed 
Gdden  Rock,  when  the  Englifli  army  gr 
.victory  tf  the  Sugar-kaf  Rod,  310.  J 
bff,  aoo  more  vfrrive  to  the  army  at' 
bam,  320.  December,  they  have  four 
panics  each  too  men  diftinft  from  the 

talion,  343. - 1754.  jivguft  19th,  < 

the  aftjon  opposing  the  Englifh  army  1 


Topasses  in  the  fervice  of  Mahomedally. 
175a,  a  company  Tritchiwpoly  commanded 
by  Clement  Poverio,  259. 

Topasses  in  the  fervice  of  Morarirow  and 


the  MorattoeS. - 1753.  January  the  9th, 


Trjdb  1Vnn>+  at  Mauritius,  94. 

TRM'ENCORE,  Country,  Kingdom  of,  is 
the  moft  fduthern  divifion  of  the  Malabar 
coaft,  oppofite  to  TiniucVy,  and  ends  as  that, 
at  Cape  Comorin,  formerly  of  fmalt  extent, 
carried  by  the  prefent  .King  to  the  boundaries 
of  Cochin,  400.  the  country  does  not  admit 

the  fervice  of  cavalry,  400. - 1755.  June, 

July,  Moodemhh  goes  thither,  returns  with 


of  S&ingham  near  MootacMlmor,  184.  i 
timber  aift,  two  companies  Rationed  at 
Goldat  Rociy  when  the  EnglUh  army  gain 
viftory  of  ih  Sugar-loaf  Rock,  31.0.  Nov. 


the  action  oppohng  the  Enghih  anny  return- 

of  : 

by  Clement  ^overio,  259.  ^ 

Topasses  in  the  fervice  of  Morarjaow  and 

the  Morattoes. - 1753.  Januaty  the  9th> 

two  companies  advance  with  them  to  the  at¬ 
tack  of  the  •milage  rf  Trhadi,  276.  Augujl 


toes,  325.  feveral  convoys  of  provHions  ef- 
corted  from  hence  to  the  Eng.  camp,  326. 
——1754,  the  Tanjore  merchants,  who  fup- 
plv  them,  will  not  venture  nearer  than  this 
place  to  Tritchinopoly,  343.  February  the  I2th> 
the  convoy  and  grenadiers  halt  here,  who 
were  cut  off' the  next  day,  344.'  May  22d, 
Gauderow  with  1500  horfe  furprized  and  en¬ 
tirely  defeated  here  by  Morarirow,  360, 
361. 

hiNcoNOMALEE,  Bay  and  Harbour  in  the 
Ifland  of  CetloH.  -  ■  1 746.  June,  Peyton 
with  the  Eng.  fquadron  goes  thither  after  the 
fight  with  Delabourdonnais,  63.  Augxift,  puts 


his  fquadron  to  Fort  St.  David  in  January 
1 748,  py  88.  Atiguft,  Griffin  with  three  fliips 
goes  there,  and  fails  from  thence  to  Europe  in 
January  1749,  p,  98.  part  of  Bofcawen’s 
fquadron’  went  thither  on  raifing  the  fiege  of 
Pondicherry,  107.  April  13th,  molt  of  the 
'  Eng.  fquadron  by  being  there  efcape  the  ftorm, 
which  raged  at  Fort  St.  David  and  Portmovo , 

109. - 1755,.  Admiral  Watfon  with  the 

*  fquadron  go  thither  in  March,  •  to  avoid  the 


Travcncotry  King  op,  has  greatly  extended  th 
dominion,  employed  Launoy  a  French  office: 
who  trained  10,000  Naires.  as  European  In 
fantry,  befides  which  the  King  has.  20,00 
other  foot ;  he  bought  the  fort  and  diftriS 

of  Calarad  of  Moodctniah,  400,  401. - 

‘755-  to  whom  he  furoKhes  *ooo  Tra 
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s  nfeer 


e  Faflcrn  Ca- 

-c  injhr,,  ' 


The 


rs  to  take  the  country  at  farm,  421.  Abdul 
iim,  in  Clrvclpctore ,  experts  Cuccours  from 
ivclly,  422.  the  rebel  confederates  rcfolve 
ttack  Mapbuze  Khan  at  Tinivelly  before 
•  attempt  Madura,  422.  March  2 2 it,  and 
entirely  defeated  within  feven  miles  of  the 
n,  422,  423.  Ceyetar  is  25  m.  to  vise  n.  of 


Thamhre,  Town,  8  m.  \v.  from  Madura,  the 
Pagoda  rf  Coilguddy  (lands  in  it,  Mahomed 
Ifiooi  pafies  through  it,  April,  1756,  in  his 
march  from  Tritchxmpoly  to  Madura,  423. 
Toglipoor ,  Tamerlane  croffesthe  Ganges  there. 


ToNDIMAN,  ToNDAMAN,  ToNDEMAN,  THE 

Pqlygar - -1752.  Fehuay,  fends  400 

horfe  and  3000  Colkries  to  the  atiiftance  of 
Mahomedally  at  Tritchimpoly ,  208.  June, 
not  ftrong  enough,  nor  conveniently  fituated, 
to  favour  the  efcape  of  Chimdafaheb,  236. 
not  obliged  to  art  with  the  Nabob  out  of 

the  dilirirts  of  Ttitehbir-poly,  247. - 1753. 

May,  the  Myforean  endeavours  to  deter  him 
from  fupphing  provifions,  285.  and  bribes  his 

oHicers,  286. - J754*  Maiflin  in  vengeance 

of  his  aififlance  to  the  Eng.'  ravages  his  coun¬ 
try,  357.  theP^ar  vifits  Major  Lawrence 
p3fiing  through  his  country,  and  is  received 

tachmcnt,  366. - 1 755,  had  long  been  at 

enmity  with  the  Moravat ,  and  is  offended 
at  .the  favour  {hewn  him  by 'Col.  Heron, 
187.  In.  1749,  he  had  afiifted  Monac- 
gee  to  take  Arandanghi,  who* gave  him  Kel¬ 
li  nc!  I  i  Cot  ah  for  the  fervice,  which  the  King 
of  Tattjore  reclaimed  ;  the  fubfequent  wars 
fiopped0the  quarrel*  buterbreaks  out  in  June 
*745,  when  the  Eng.  Prefidency  and  Cnliiaud 
endeavour  to  reconcile  them  ;  and  Monacgee 
delays  to  commence  hoftilities  againft  him, 

to  accompany  Mahomed  Woof  into  the  Ma¬ 
dura  and  Tinivelly  countries,  who  comes  to 
Paducotta,  and  delivers  to  him  the  hoftages  of 
Catahminaiguc  and  Etiaporvm,  423.  a  body  of 
his  troops  follow  with  his  brother-in-law  and 
join  at4  Madura,  where  Mahomed  Woof  re¬ 
tains  riiem  in  the  Company’s  pay,  423. 

TokDIMAN,  THE  CoVNTKV  AND  tfo  0  D  $ 
OF  THE  Poltgar  extend  s.  and  s.  e.  of 
Ttitchimpoly ,  limiting  in  part  the  country 
of  Tanjore  to  the  w.  109.  and  lie  between 
Tanjore  and  Madura,'  208.  — —  1752.  De- 
cen/enr,  remain  the  only  diftrirt  from  which 
T> itchinopoly  gets  provifions,  272.  to  inter¬ 
cept  which  the  Regent 'forms  a  camp  at  the 
F acquire  s  Tope,  273.  —  1 753-  dtpril,  a 
p^rty  of  Sepoys  fent  to  efcort  provifions,  can¬ 


not  get  back  to  the  city,  281.  but  the  tfmwys 
are  protected  by  the  armv  encamping  at  the 
Facquirds  Tope,  285.  «,  286.  June,  and  after 
the  vtdhfy  of  the  Golden  rock ,  the  Sepoys  re¬ 
turn  with  a  flock  for  50  days,  294.  Hettmher 
ci  ft,  feveral  of  the  French,  who  fled  from  the 
battle  of  the  Sugar-loaf  rock,  are  knocked  «m 
the  head  in  Tondiimn’s  countiy,  31*.— . 

the  fltirts  of  the  -woods,  and  from 

corted  by  detachments  to  the  citv,  3  _ 

road  from  Kelli  Cotah  to  Cootaparah  lies  through 
the  fkirts  of  the  woods,  344.  Fchiuary,  after 
the  defeat  of  the  convoy,  Tondiman’s  country 
remained  again  the  only  relource  for  provi- 
fion  ;  and  300  Sepoys  are  ftationed  to  collect 
them  at  Kill-more,  a  village  in  the  woods,  12 
m.  from  Tritchinopdy,  346.  m,  351.  Maifim 
with  a  large  force  enters  the  country,  the  in¬ 
habitants  remove  their  cattle,  and*  abandon 
their  villages,  which  he  burns,  and  takes  Kil- 
lanore,  357.  Major  Lawrence,  marching  to 
Tanjore,  paffeth  through  the  woods,  358.  Aa- 
gujl  20th,  provifions  procured  as  ufual  from 
this  and  the  country  of  Tanjore,  370.  Pu- 
duccttah  the  principal  town, -1756.  April, 
Mahomed  Iffoof  marches  thither  in  his  way 
to  Madura,  423. 

To  ndi  man's  Brothef -in-Law.— «*— 175$, 
Calliand  correfponds  and  confers  with  him  on 
the  Polygars  quarrel  with  Tanjore,  concerning 

Arandanghi  and  Kelli  'Kelli  Cot  eh,  402. - 

1  756.  April  10th,  he  joins  Mahomed  Woof 
at  Madura  with  fome  of  londiman's  forces, 
who  retains  them  in  the  Company’s  pay,  423. 

Topasses,  are  the  mixed  Chriftians  born  in 
India,  employed  as  Infantry ;  pretend  to  be  de¬ 
fendants  of  the  firft  Portuguese,  and  have 
their  name  (it  is  fold )  from  wearing  a  hat,  89. 

Topasses,  in  the  fen^B^of  Chundasaheb. 

- 1751.  Ju!y\kz  }$&i,  100. advance  with 

4000  Sepoys  to  the  attack  of  Dalton’s  poft  at 
Utatoor,  p.  175. 

Topasses,  in  the'  fervice  of  the  English* 
- 1  746.  December,  loo  at  Fort  St.  David, 

Fr.  troops  retreating  from  the  garden-ftoufe,  83. 
—  J  747-  7***y  «rrive  'here  from 
Bombay,  87,— —174.8.  Augujt,  of  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  battalion  ferving  at  tiie  liege  of  Pondi¬ 
cherry,  300  of  the  750  were  •  Topafles,  98. 
— — x 75 1.  July,  100  ftationed  with  Dalton 
in  the  advanced  poft  at  Utatoor,  174.  and  be¬ 
have  well  when  attacked  and  retreating,  175. 
—  1754.  May,  in  the  battalion  of  400  men. 


.  which  marched  from  Madrafs 
phuze  Khan  at  Conjneram,  halt  were  1  c 
paffes,  362.  Augujl,’ and  others  form 
part  of  the  1200  men  in  battalion,  reviewe 
at  Atchempettah ,  368. 


of  S&ingham  near  MootacleUimor,  284.  Sep¬ 
tember  31ft,  two  companies  ftationed  at  the 
Golden  Rod,  when  the  Englifli  army  gain  the 
viftory  of'ih  Sugar-loaf  Rod,  310.  Novcm- 

ham,  320.  December,  they  have  four  com¬ 
panies  each  ico  men  diftinft  from  their  bat- 

ttlion,  343. - 1754.  Avgujl  19th,  400  in 

the  aftion^ofipofiiig  the  Engliih  army  leturu- 

Topasses  in  the  fervice  of  Mahomedaiiy.  i 
175a,  a  company  at  Trkchinopoly  commanded 
by  Clement  Poverio,  259. 

Topasses  in  the  fervice  of  Morarirow  and 

the  Morattoes. - 1733.  January  the  9th, 

two  companies  advance  with  them  to  the  at¬ 
tack  of  the  village  <f  Trivadi,  276.  Augujl 


toes,  325.  feveral  convoys  of  provifions  ef- 
corted  from  hence  to  the  Eng.  camp,  326. 
— f7'$4,  the  Tanjore  merchants,  who  fup- 
ply  them,  will  not  venture  nearer  than  this 
place  to  Tritchinopoly ,  343.  February  the  1 2th, 
the  convoy  and  grenadiers  halt  here,  who 
were  cut  off' the  next  day,  344.'  May  zz d, 
Gauderow  with  1300  horfe  fnrprized  and  en¬ 
tirely  defeated  here  by  Morarirow,  360, 


'arc.  King  op,  has  greatly  extended  t 
tinion,  employed  Launoy  a. french  olhc 
•  trained  10,000  Naires  as  European  l 


of  Rnphfahcb,  186. 

T'yicatcpch,  a  fort  n**.  n.  of  T rirchinopo’y, 
—  l^SJ.  December ,  Gaiulerow  Rationed  there 
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chinopojy  attacked  and  well  nigh  conquered 
Tanjore,  but  is  repulfed  by  the  IVIorattoes  un¬ 
der  Sevagee’s  brother,  108.^  Tanjore.  limits  it  to 
tiie  w.  log.  m,  129.  me  country  or  jyjadwa 
lies  s.  between  this  and  TmivcUy,  169.  Its 
Weflern  boundaries  adjoin  to  the  dominion 
of  Myfore,  202..  Patents  from  Sahbadjing, 
giving  the  country  to  Duulcix,  produced  at 
The  conference  at  Sadrafs,  338-' 

TklTCMKOPOLT,  City. - 1736.  Sub- 

dcrally  and  Chundafaheb  proceed  thither  with 
an  army  on  pretence  of  receiving  the  tribute, 
when  Chuivhiaheb  gets  pofleffion  of  theQtieen 
and  city,  38.  is  left  governor  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  and  puts  the  city  in  a  good  fate  of 

defence,  38 - - -  marches  from  hence 

to  alii  ft  Doaftally;  and  returns  on  the  news 
of  his  death,  42.  Meeniflud  ftipujates  with 
the  Morattoes  that  they  fball  take  the  city 
from  him,  43.  they  befiege  it  unexpectedly. 
Chundafnheb’s  brothers  attempt  to  relieve  if, 
who  fall,  and  he  fuirenders  on  the  26th  of 
March,.  174.1,  p,  44.  the  Morattoes  leave 

who"  declares  againft  Mortizaily,  50.  — - — 


1753.  Augu/l,  Morari 
toNizamalmuluck,  5 
m.  w.  1 09.  m,  1 1 8. 

ajjdj  Mahomednlly  ei 


J«b  n¬ 


is  t6o  m.  :.  to  which  AbdiiH  R  ahem  and 
Licutew.mt  Innis  are  fent  with  a  force, 
169.  Madura,  in  the  pofleffion  of  Allum  Kf«m, 
cuts  oh'  the  eommujncation  with  Tinhelly, 
169.  Cope  and  Abdullwnlub  feat  agaieft 
Madura,  169.  there  were  only  two  feivictable 
pieces  of  battering  cannon  in  Truchinopnfy. 

169.  Cope  and  Abdullvvabab  return  fruftrated, 

170.  Chundalahcb  preparing  to  march  againft: 
it  from  Arcot,  171.  the  Nabob’s  troops  ami 
Cope  with  the  Englifli  detachment  from  hence 
join  the  Englifli  army,  commanded  by  Ghi- 
gen,  j;r,  172.  the  Englifli  army  retreat 
from  rdcondah  towards  Tritchinopolv,  174- 
arrlvc  on  the  Cclcroon  in  fight,  177.  the 
Caveri  fends  off  the. arm  called  the  Colei  00:1 
about  5  m,  n.  w.  from  the  city;  the  two 
chanuels  nearly  unite  agaio  at  CoilaJJy ,  15  m. 
to  tiie  e.  177.  the  government  had  two  boats 
to  ferry  borfes  on  the  Cohroon,  179.  the 
cannon  in  Tritchinopoly,  and  thofe  in  the 

tlon,  extent,  ami  defences  of  theciry  deferr¬ 
ed,  180.  The  Englifli  army  encamp  on  the 
w.  fide;  the  Nabob's  on  the  s.  180.  Chun- 
dafaheb's  and  the  French  to  the  e.  181. 
July ,  Pigot  fends  forward  the  detachment 
from  Venlachdum,  182.  Auguft,  Clive  fent 
with  another  from  St.  David,.  Clarke  with 
another  from  Devi  Cetah ,  both  join  at  Con- 
tlcVe,  and  pre^d  through  the  Tanjore  coun¬ 
try  :  the  King  flittering  both  the  Englifli  and 
French  troops  to  pafs,  182.-600  men  in  the 
Englifli  battalion  at  the  city.  1S3.  Clive  re- 
. turning  to  Fort  St.  David  propofes  an  expe¬ 
dition  againft  Arcot*  as  a  means  of  drawing 
off  part  of  the  enemy’s  force  from  the  attack 
of  Tritchinopoly,  183.  September ,  Chunda¬ 
faheb  detaches  4000  of  his  troops  to  befiege 
liim  there,  iSC.  the  retreat  of  the  Englifli 
army  to  Tritchinopoly  prejudices  the  reputa¬ 
tion  of  their  a*ffairs,  192.  w,  J96.  Decem¬ 
ber,  Bafinrow  leaving  Clive  proceeds  with 
his  Morattoes  (1000)  to  Tritchinopoly,  199. 
ineffedlnal  operations  of  the  French  and 
Chundafaheb  againft  the  city,  aoo,  201.  the 
French  fire  the  Tame  (hot  at  the  city  as  had' 
been  fired  by  the  Englifli  (hips  againft  Pon¬ 
dicherry,  202.  Seventy  horfemen  with  500,000 
rupees  arrive  to  the  Nabob  from  My  fore, 
203.  who  fee  a  flrirmifb,  203.  Caroor  is 
fituated  50  m.  w.  203.  Innis  Khan  the 
Morattoe  arrives  with  500,  py  204.  the  plain 
of  Tritchinopoly  full  of  hollow  ways,  204.  th« 
French  dragoons  cut  off  on  the  plain  by  Innis 
Khan,  204,  205.  the  Mvforeans  preparing 
11  Caroor;  Trufler  detached  to 
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Tvlyforeans,  not  fired  upbn  by  the  garrifon, 
296.  Dalton  blows  lip  iirarriorc,  theexplofion 
tails  at  Wiycondah)  296.  De  Cattans  em¬ 
ployed  by  Dopleix  and  Brenier  to  furprize 
the  city  by  means  of  the  French  prisoners,  is 
adiftitt&l,  and  dete&ed  by  Dalton,  297  -to 
299.  DaJawafs  CJnultry ,  6  ni.  E.  299. 

Augttjl  the  7 tb,  the  army  returning  from 
Tanjore  halt  here;  whilft  marching  onwards, 
signals  from  the  Rock  /b  the  a'/y,  apprize  them 

Jrtguft  the  9th,  action  in  which  the  enemy 
endeavour  to  prevent  the  army  return  - 
.  ing.  to  the  city  with  a  convoy  of  provifions 
from  Tanjore,  and  are  defeated,  300  to  303. 
a  reinforcement  ofMorattoes  with  Morarirow, 

'  and  of  troops  from  Pondicherry,  ftronger 
than  the  whole  of  the  Englifh  force,  arrive  to 
the  enemy,  304.  m,  306.  Motions  .and  fitua- 

to  3C9.  September  the  2  ill.  Battle  of  the  Sw/ar- 
haf  Rock ,  in  which  the  enemy  are  entirely 
routed,  309  to  314.  IVeycondah  taken,  314, 
3 !  5.^  Oflchcr  2.3d,  the  army  on  the  letting  in 

st  Coiladdy,  when  150  Europeans  and  400 
Sepoys  are  left  to  reinforce  the  garrifon,  316. 
the  city  now  well  fupplied  with  pro.ifions, 

afiault  it,  320.  description  of  Dalton's 
battery,  and  the  gateway,  in  which  it  was 
formed,  320,  321.  November  the  27th, 
JJfault  and  Efcclade  made  in  the  night  by 
the  French  troops  and  repulfed,  321  10324. 
a  partv  from  Coiladdy  reinforce  the  garrifon. 
December  the  3d,  Lawrence  arrives  from  thence 
with  the 'army,  324.  the  repulfe  of  the  aflimlt 
v  reclaims  the  King  of  Tanjore,  323.  TrUato - 
poly ,  a  fort,  ifi  m.  e.  Gauderow  Rationed 
there,  pretends  he  is  preparing  'to  march  with 
the  whole  army  of  Tanjore  to  Tritchinopoly, 

32 326. - -  1754.  the  Englifh  force 

^•-i?ever  fufficient  to  carry  on  the  war  both  at 
Golcor.dah  and  Tritchinopoly ,  336,  m,  338. 
February,  not  a  tree  ftauding  on  the  plain, 
all  cut  down  during  the  war,  343.  the  pro¬ 
vifions  out  of  the  Tanjore  country  are  lodged  at 
Tricatopo'y,  out  of  Tort  diman's,  at  the  Durr  of 
the  woods ;  from  whence  they  arc  efcorted  to  the 
city  by  large  detachments,  345.  (Feb.  iath, 


the  great  convey  coming  with  the  Gmiadiefs,ent 
off  between  Cootapai ah  and  EVwt’fertm,  344  r<» 
3450  on  the  lofs  of  which  the  K-  of  Tanjore 
dilcomages  his  merchants  from  fupplyingmore 
provifions  to  the  city.  346.  but  fome  are  got 
from  loiulimans  country,  and  brought  from 
Killanore,  346.  the  King  of  Tanjore  fufpends 
his  treaty  with  the  Myforean,  but  will  not 
fend  his  troops  to  Tritchinopoly,  548-  April, 
difeovery  of  Poninpah’s  treachery,  and  defign 
to  render  Mahomed  Kloof  fufpefled  of  be¬ 
traying  the  city  to  the  Myforean,  348.  Go- 
pinrawze,  an-inhabitant,  concerned  with  Po- 
niapah,  350.  the  Kegent  offers  to  Poniapah 
to  repay  the  Eng.  their  expcnccs  if  they  will 
give  him  the  citv,  3jt.  May  lath,  Major 
Lawrence  ill,  is  obliged  to  go  into  the  city, 
3S5*  and  views  from  the  gateway  the  engage¬ 
ment  of  the  two  atmies,  356. -the  attachment 
of  Tondiman  had  alone  of  late  enabled  the 
Eng,  to  fraud  their  ground,  357,  Major  Law¬ 
rence  marches  to  Tanjore,  trotting  that  the 
incurfion  of  MailTin  would  induce  the  King  to 
join  his  forces  to  the  Eng.  357.  adds  joo  Eu- 
rope^s  to  the  garrifon,  358.  m,  359. «*,  360. 
m ,  302.  -363.  the  city  receives  two  or 
three  convoys  after  the  departure  of  the  army, 

agrees  to  collect  as  much  provifions  as  will  be 
confumed  in  the  city  during  the  ftay  the  En<r. 
army  make  at  Tanjore,  365.  Aitgufi  17th, 
(Action  on  the  plain  on  the  return  of  the  Eng. 
army  with  the  convoy,  368  to  370.)  during 
which  Kilpatrick  follies  with  a  part  of  the  gr.r- 
rifon  againft  a  party  inarching  from  Seringhtw, 
370.  1  he  enemy  deflroy  at  Moetachrllinoor  the 
water-courfes  which  lupply  the  ditches  and 

'  paired  under  the  protection  of  Mahomed  Ii- 
foof,  and  fix  companies  of  Sepoys  pefted 
theie,  371.  Qfieber  the  nth,  the  fufpenfion 
of  arms  proclaimed  Tiere,  372.  when  Major 
Lawrence  quits  the  city  and  the  command  of 
the  army,  and  goes  to  Madrafs,  372.  Decern- 
b:r ,  the  two  armies  waiting  for  the  cohclu- 
fion  of  the  treaty  had  attempted  nothing  deci- 

five,  372. - -  J75S*  Notwirhftanding  •'.he 

truce,  the  Regent  of  Myfore  refolves  to  re¬ 
main  until  he  gets  the  citv,  389.  Maphuze 
Khan,  with  a  thoufand  horfe,  arrived  in  the 
end  of  December,  380.  In  February  Colonel 
Heron  with  the  Englifh  troops,  and  thofe  of 
Maphuze  Khan,  proceed  to  the  reduction  of 
the  Madura  and  Tinivelly  countries :  the  Na¬ 
bob  goes  with  them  as  far  as  Manapar,  where 
four  of  the  principal  Fdygars  dependant  on 
Tritchinopoly  fettle  and  pay  their  arrears  to 
him,  380,  381.  but  Lachenaig,  another,  equi¬ 
vocates  and  refills,  381  to  38$.  he  is  reduced 
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ham,  advifcs  Kilpatrick  of  the  Myfore: 
fcheme  to  furprize  the  city  ;  who  in  mockeiry 
ofFers  to  leave  the  gates  open,  388.  April  the 
•"k  •*-  - marchesmvay  to  his  own 

if  Tfitchinopolv,  389. 


Pointed  to  command  i 
pares  to  oppofe  Maiffii 
rare,  396.  i--  ’ 


Pagodas,  toe.  the  difllifts 
n.  k.  396.  Calliaud,  ap- 
in  Tritchinopoly,  pre- 
1  marching  againft  ter- 
>f  Aridore  begin  — '■ 


^  ,  of  WarmtpMam  farther 

Eaftwatd.  Calliaud  ordered  to  oppofe  Maiflin 
attackag'  them,  on  which  he  is  recalled  to 
Pondicherry,  39;,  »,  399.  m,  401.  Calliaud 
goes  twice  toTanjore,  to  reconcile  the  quarrel 
between  the  K.  and  Tondiman,  402.  and 
makes  preparations  as  if  he  intended  to  take 
the  field  againft  both,  403;  m,  404.  the  ho- 
ftages  of  Catabominaigue  and  Etiaporum  pri-  . 
foners  in  the  city,  420.  Calliaud  receives  in- 
'  telligence  of  the  defion  of  the  rebels  to  feize 
Madura-,  is  ordered  to  equip  and  forward 
Mahomed  KToof,  421.  March  24th,  news 
brought  of  Maphnze  Khan's  viftory  over 
Moodemiah  and  the  Polygars,  423,  Mahomed 

hoftages  of  Catabominaigue  and  Etiaporum  to 
^Tondiman,  42^3.1^  4-7-  »>,  436- 

i;  m.  w.  of  Fori  St.  David,  147. - 1750’. 

July,  taken  pofteflion  of  by  the  Fr.  it  is  s.  of 
Jhe  Pannar,  148.  the  Fr. 
the  Eaft,  148.  Cope  with  1 
moo  it:  the  Nabob's 
tack  it,  148.  m,  149.  Attgujl  the  19th,  the 
Fr.  camp  reinforced,  150.  they  entirely  defeat 
Mahomedally,  left  by  the  Engliftl,  150.  m,  t  ri. 

m,  16 7 - - 1 7S2.  July  the  6th,  the  French 

Sepoys  furrender  it  to  the  Nabob  and  Law- 


ixxxv' 

>n  the  banks  of  the 


Fort’sr.F  _  _ 

ment  fent  to  bring  up  the  Tanjore  horfe,  who 
are  recalled  by  the  King  before  they  arrive, 
277.  Dupleix  reports  that  the  Engliftl  army 
are  on  the  brink  of  ruin,  278.  April  ift, 
fight  long  continued,  as  the  Eng.  line  are  re¬ 
turning  with  a  convoy  from  Perl  St.  David, 
Bafinrow  killed,  279,  280.  Major  Lawrence 
approaches  nearer  the  Fr.  camp,  and  canno¬ 
nades  their  entrenchment,  but  fiuds  it  too 
ftrong,  280.  Kilpatrick  detached  to  retake 
Somgkrsy,  280.  April  20th,  the  army  fud- 
denly  obliged  It?  march  away  to  the  relief  of 
'tritchinopoly,  which  is  reduced  to  the  utmoft 
diflrefs  for  the  want  of  provifions,  281.  they 
leave  in  Trivadi  150  Europeans  and  too  Se¬ 
poys,  28J.  on  the  r 
01  the  French  troops 
“  *  \  the  Mvf< 


the  remainder  .attack  the  village ,  and  are  re- 
pulfed  by  Captain  Chace,  286.  they  fome  days 
after  attack  it  again;  part  of  the  garrifon, 
having  driven  the  Fr.  back,  quit  the  village  to 
pufb  their  fuccefs,  and  are  all  cut  off  by  the 


:h  Mahomedally  fum-  Tr. 


the  26th.  Main 


248.  f'lllapnrum,  1 


n  Mahomedally  coming  with  a  large 

force 

,  .lent.  Innjs,  proceeding  with  a  rein¬ 
forcement  to  Clive  at  Arcot,  is  iurrounded  in 

jharp  fight  extricates  his  detachment,  191. 

r»0SLES,  Enfign. - 1751.  Augnjl,  detached 

by  Gmgen,  takes  Coiladdv,  defends  it  gal¬ 
lantly  whilft  tenable,  180.  abandons  it  in  the 


ESW 

Khan,  encamp 
Oadcr,  march* 
Hiwiifl,  266.  th 


rt  St.  DavUt  Novtm- 


tiler,  fummoned:  by  the  Eng.  army,  < 


he  Nabob  300,000  rupees,  266, 


INDEX. 


TURMECTTERTN  CHAN",  a  defcendnnt  of  Fazdorb,  Waldo**,  i$  m.  w.  from  jPoa- 


greiit  reputation  by  bib  conquefts  and  exploits 


USB  EG  ^ ARB  ARY..  In  Jo  fan  is  Separated  fro- 
it  by  dele  its  and  the  FturRorru/us,  1,  2. 

Ur  at  0  or,  Sr  re  ig  hts  of.  Fort.  25  m.froi 
Trhchinopoly,  in  the  road  to  Arcot,  the  fnetgh 


;o._ - 1753  January  V 


r  “'i'  Ma- 

1.)  Fort  St.  J)avtd,  Na* 
carr.p,  and  goes  to  Aid, 
the  main  body  of  the 
re  proceed  to  TrivaAi, 


fs  Ommiades  afeeuded 


deferibed.’  the  Fort  is 


t  /'r.wwit,  Pori  of  Tuckeafahebj-. — 174*, 
Sou  Mahomed  and  bis  mother  djSSed  there 
after  t  ;e  death  of  his  father  SubS&sUy,  50. 
In  1  749,  the  mother  with  a  pofthunanis  ton 

266, - 1752.  Ofhier,  fummoned  by  Major 

Laurence  and  the  Nabob,  the  Engliflt  Sepoys 

footed  by  Tuckeaiaheh  for  300,000  rupees, 
266.  267.  the  army  returns  from  hence  to 
Tuvadi.  266  m,  268. 

V a n si tt art. - 1754.  January,  appointed 

wth  Falk  to  treat  with  the  Fr.  commitlaries  at 
Sadrafs,  337. 

Frioru.  Filoor,  Four,  Town,  Domain,  Fief. 

- 1710,  given  by  Doaftally  to  his  nephew 

Boker.dly,  37.- — 1740,  May ,  Snbdcrally,  on 
the  death  of  his  father  Doaflaily,  killed  at  the 
battle  of  Damalcherry,  takes  refuge  in  Velore; 
42.  therraai  well  futilied,  the  citadel  or  fort 
built  2CO  tears  ago  by  the  Morattoes,  44.  is 

the  ftrongeft  in  the  Carnatic,  4  e; - 1741. 

Moitiaally,  fon  of  Bokeraily,  tl.c  Govunor, 
unwilling  to  pav  the  proportion  aflefled  on  ids 
3th,  the  Eng.  fief  towards  difchr.rging  the  ranfom  of  the 
edi-  province  to  the  Moraaoes,  46.  OSlobtr  2d, 
6 - <7(3.  ■  canfts  Subderally  to  be  afialfmated  in  the  fort, 

,283.  Ter-  around,  rife  in  tumult  lofac^  the  tmo::,  48,  49. 
«  are  appealed  with  promifes  and  money,  and 

acknowledge  Mortizally  Nabob,  49.  Novc?n- 
&ci-,  who  goes  to  Arcot,  and  is  proclaimed 
there,  49.  and  returns  in  a  great  fright,  50. 

hemoftpow-  brated  by  Seid  Mahomed  at  Atcot,  56. 'is  pre- 
of  Timely,  fent  at  the  nfl&flination  of  this  Prince,  and  in- 
.0  the  Pulita  -  flantly  efcapcs  back  to  Vclore,  57,  58.  m,  59,. 

the  Pitans,  who  committed  the  murder,  hud 


L-ncin" 


ns  by  rd- 


2,‘lLt 


with  2000  men,  l83.  Noumbtr,  Rajahfaheb 
beats  up  Bnfinrow  near  Velor^  196.  and 
marches  from  thence  to  Ami,  197.  February, 
Clive,  marching  towards  Kekre,  is  Tecalled  to 


Nt 


tent  is  neccilary  to  give  nobility  to  Im  fou,  53. 
* - 1  7  co.  the  pretentions  of  Mirzafauog  {im¬ 

ported  by  the  Vizir  at  Delhi,  158. 
Vollonda  i’,  ftrong  fortrds  on  a  high  rock, 

inland  from  the  fen  coaft,  and  in  the  high  road 
between  Arcot  and  Tritchimpoly ,  deferibed, 


during  die  fight  between  the  two  armies, 

173,  174.  m,  181. - 1752.  May  lo'i ti’ 

D’Autueil  inverted  by  Dalton  in  XJtatoor, returns 
to  Ir dcondah,  227.  the  Governor  promises  to 
a<ft  againft  D’Autueil,  .when  the  Eng.  (hall  at¬ 
tack  him  there,  233.  D’Autueil  advancing 
again  is  met  by  Clive,  returns,  is  attacked, 
takes  fhelter  in  the  lower  forty  and  furrenders 

»39* - 1 7S2'  Jvne>  Englifti  army  with 

the  Nabob  and  his  troops  arrive  here  from 
Tritchinopoly,  the  Governor  pays  the  Nabob 
80,000  rupees,  and  promifes  to  be  punftual  in 
future,  247.  it  is  in  the  road  from  Ferdache- 
lum  to  XJtatoor,  283.  m,  363. 

Kolfynattr.m ,  a  fort  at  the  fouthern  iflue  of  the 


the  pafs,  when  the  Colleries  attacked  and  well 
nigh  routed  them,  391. 

Voltqn,  De,  a  French  furgeon,  who  had  been 
phyfician  to  the  Great  Mogul,  fent  in  1752, 
by  Ghaziodin  Khan  from  Aurengabad  with 
prefems  and  prefers  to  Dupieix,  274. 


T^ALDORZ,  SeeFALpoAE, 

Walsh.— 1755.  Atgufl,  fent  with  Lawrence 
and  ,Palk  to  Arcot,  to  invite  the  Nabob  to  Ma- 
drafs,  398. 

Warfare,  IVtmme,  Pagodas,  three  m.  w.  of 

•  Tritchinopoly. - 17 52.  July,  ganifoned  by 

Eng.  Sepoys  from  the  city.  Auguji,  the  Re¬ 
gent  encamped  there,  259.  but  moves  to  Sc- 
'  7  m  when  Dalton  reinforces  the  Pagodas, 
260.—— 1753.  July.  Dalton  ruins  the 
ces,  296.  MootachelUnm-  to  the  N .  w. 
370. - 1 755,  the  Englifti  army  in  canton¬ 

ments  there,  and  in  Fib.  march  from  hence  on 
the  expedition  into  the  Madura  and  Tiniveily 
countries,  380.  June  the  5th,  encamp  here 
again  on  their  return,  395. 


E  X. 

more  E.ifl  than  the  wood,  of  Atitbft,  and 
extend  almoft  to  the Colcroon, 396.— -1755. 
>«e,  the  Pdyr.ar  fimmoned  by  Malffin  t» 

pendence,  except  «n  the  Nalib| "S  th^En^ 

watson!ad«« 

arrives  on  the  C.  of  Orvnmultl  with  a  6o, 
50,  and  20  gun  {hip,  371,  Ofiober the  Ilth, 

fails  to  Bombay,  375 - 1755. 

returns  to  Fort  St.  David  by  a  verv  able  na¬ 
vigation  acainft  a  contrary  Monftxm,  379. 
( meets  Mr.  Pococke  arrived  m  the  Coaft  with  a 

vaalee  in  April,  return  to  Fort  St.  David  in 
May,  where  the  Nabob  vifits  Mr.  Watfoo’s 
fl)ip,  the  Kent,  398.  they  come  to  Madraft 
in  July,  fail  for  Bombay  on  the  |*I»  of 
Oaobcr,  and  arrive  there  on  the  10th  of  No¬ 
vember,  405.  where  the  Prfrtdency  refolve 

to  employ  them  againft  Angria,  407. - * 

1756.  February,  Mr.  Watfoa  fails  with  his 
fquadron  and  the  fleet  and  land  forces  of 
Bombay  to  reduce  Gheriah,  in  coniun&ion 


»5£>  c: 


Wa 


p  trM,. 


troops  at  Chillamhrum  march  againft  the 
Polygar,  but  are  fuddenly  ordered  to  proceed 
to  Seringham,  305,  306.  Thefe  Woods  He 


1  an  army  of  Morattoes,  Gheriah  furrtn- 
ders  to  him  on  the  13th  of  Februaty.  after  a 
cannonade  of  two  days,  41410  417.  April,  re¬ 
turns  to  Bombay ,  and  arrives  from  thence  at 
Madrafs  oh  the'  lath  of  May,  41 
Wnrcot*  dab,  Weft  of  Tritchinopoly,  near 
'  Wariore,  originally  a  Pagoda,  bur  conve-tect 
into  a  fort.— 1733  Aoguft,  Dalton  endea¬ 
vours  to  blow  up  the  defences,  but  the  explo- 
fion  fails,  296.  a  party  of  Myforeans  ported 

city,  299.  the  9th,  the  Fr.  troops  routed  by 
Lawrence  in  the  aftion  of  the  convoy,  take 
ilielter  here,  30a.  and  encamp  under  the 
fire  of  this  port,  303.  the  23d,  they  aban¬ 
don  it,  on  Lawrence  moving  to  attack  it, 
304.  who  moves  from  hence  to  the  F ac¬ 
quire' s  tope,  306.  the  Pagoda  deferibed, 

314.  September  the  2 1  ft,  taken  by  a  (fault,  a 
refolute  ferjeant  clambering  the  gate,  314, 

315.  the  Eng.  army  move  from  hence  to  etir 
,  camp  at  the  Fr.  Rock,  315.— 1754*  May 

1 2th,  after  the  aftion  againft  Polier  and  Cal-  ( 
liaud,  the  enemy  retreat  by  Weycondah  tot^ie 
IJland \  356. 

White  Town,  of  Madrafs,  'deferibed,  6$.  — — 
1746,  Sept.  Deiabourdonnais  directs  his  attack 
againft  this  divifioh,  67.  OH.  the  Fr.  fire 
from  the  baftions  on  the  troops  of  Maphuze 

Khan,  74. - 1 749.  Aug.  during  their  pof- 

feffion,  they  had  greatly  improved  the  de¬ 
fences,  130. 

Wilkev,  Lievt.—  1752.  December, .tolled 
at  the  great  choultry  on  the  I.  of  Seragham, 
271. 
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attendants, 
Nabobs  dirt 

facred  from 


-St74 Zl*r*Ncvmlt 


Mortizally 
l  palankin  and 
nied  by  female 


X. 


-Mafulipatnam. — — 1750,  Nazirjing's  officer* 
-  feize  the  Fr.  FaClory  there,  146, 


Z. 


Zemindars,  mean  the  Indian  hereditary 
holders  of  Land,  with  the  authority  of 

Several  to  the  n-  w.  of  Golcondah  reduced 
by  Salabadjing  and  Bufly  in  175a  pay  their 
tributes,  436. 


P&oriirct*  See Elqsle. 
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ALPHABET  TO  THE  INDEX. 


Cattans,  de. 

Catwalk 

Cavalry. 

Cavalry,  of  various  Chiefs 
and  Powers.  i 

Covert  River. 

Caundprah. 


Chartnatd. 

Chevflprtrre. 

Chicacolc. 

Chidta-n. 

Cktlombaram ,  CkiUahibrum . 
Chimundelum. 

China. 

Chinglapett. 


Ckittrrdourg. 

Chmltry. 

Chuckly  -pdlam.  - 
Clnmdafaheb. 
Clarke,  Capt. 


Cochin. 

Coffee-lree. 
CofFrees,  Caffrces. 
Coja  Abdulla  Khan. 
Coilahhy. 

Coi/addy,  Koiladdy. 

Coilguddy. 

Coiioreptttah. 

Colala. 

Cilleries* 

Cokroen  River. 
Camera  Bay. 


Cera  Cithr.nabod. 
CvAaparak 
Cope,  Capt. 
Coromandtl ,  CcaJ?  cf. 


j  Cudapah,  Nabob  of. 


Dalton/capt.  .  ^ 

Dalton's  Battery.  X 

Damcrla  V,enkitappah.  • 
Danifhmend  Khan. 

Darby,  E  I.  Ship. 

D’Autoeil. 

Decan. 

Decan,  Subah,  or  Viceroy 

De  Cattans,  Cattans. 
IDelabourdonnais,  Bour-- 
donnais; 

clhi,  ancient  kingdom  of.  • 

\Delhi, _  Power  and  Au- 
thority  of  the  Govern- 

\  Delhi,  City. 
j  Deleyrit. 

Dcvre  Cot  ah. 

Devi,  Divi.  Ifl. 

De  VoItoryVoIton.' 
D’Hcrbelof,  Herbelot. 

Doaftaliy. 

Do! tab  ad,  Fortre/s. 

Dow,  Alexander. 

Dragoons.. 

,Duan. 

D.ipk-ix. 

Dnpkix,  Mrs.  xi 

Dtr/leix  Faicabad. 


\Eafr  Indies. 

|  Elephant. 

Emperor,  Empire,  Mogul. 


J  England. 

VEttgliJi.  The  Nation  in 
1  general,  their  interest 
and  Eftablifhments  in 
India  in  general. 

Meaning  their  Govern¬ 
ment,  Preficlendes/Set-  • 
tlements,  Factories  on 

Arms,  Army,  compriz¬ 
ing  all  the  Operations 
of  their  Troops  from 
>746^0  >«•  175  6.  xx 


Inhabitants  of 


Mark. 

Men. 

Miniftry. 

Prefidency,  Madrafs.  • 


\E1tr0pe. 

1  Ships. 

Recruits  and  Reinforce-  - 

h?»r^<wMj  in  the  Service  ■ 
of  the  Dutch. 
of  the  Englijh. 


Manner  of  War. 


T  II  E 


N  D  £  X. 


Ajliw. 

C^riilians. 

Engir >ter. 


Merchants. 

Prince,  Princes, 

.  Religion. 

Roman  Catholics, 
State*. 

War. 

Jn  defat;, 

hdofan,  Cavalry  of. 

Princes  of. 

Provinces  of. 

Indus  Riyer, 

lnnis  Khan. 

Interpreter, 

]o|gee,  Jonagn 
Jrifhman, 

'iron  Mines. 

JJJandi,  Diego  Keys ,  Mau¬ 
ritius,  ami  Bourbon, 

fflbof  Mahomed. 
Jumbakiftn*,  Jembakifn*. 


Kartcat,  CuncaL 

>Xaun  Bukfch. 

K.  c  L 

Keiii  Otab, 

A  A  UC  h 


[K'llidar. 

Kilpatrick. 

Kinecr,  Major. 

King,  of  Great  Britain, 
of  My/or e. 
o  (Tanjore. 
of  Travnncore. 

Kingdom,  of  Tanjort, 
Kimmer  ul  dien, 

Kirk,  Capt. 

Xiroodin  Khan. 

Kiflnavcram. 

Koiladdy,  Coiladdy, 

Koran,  Alcoran, 

Kofrow  Schah. 

Kouli  Khan,  Thamas  Kouli 
Khan,  Nadir  Schah. 
Krijina  River. 

Kupeki  S  freights  of,  xli 


:  La  Bourdoanais,  Botirdon- 

Lachenaig. 

,  Lalguddy. 

I  Land  Wind,  . 

La  Touche,  De  la  Touche. 
Lavaur  father. 

I  Law. 


MahoiVieJan,  Malmme- 
‘  ns  in  general,  Moen, 


Mabomcdanifm. 
Mahomed  Barky. 
Mahomed  Comaul. 
Mahomed  Furruckitr, 
Mahomed  WoolY. 
Mahomed  Mninach. 
Mahomed  Mauam. 

|  Mahomed  Schah. 

1  Maifiin. 

Malabar  Coajl, 
Language. 

Woman. 

Malacca ,  Sireights  of. 
Maladirao. 

Malargee  Holcar. 
Malay  Jfands . 

Malva  Province. 
Manapo.r, 

Mtinarcoile, 

Mandlefloiv. 


I  Martin,  Father. 
i  Mafcarenhas  If  and. 

1  MafheJyne,  Lieut. 
Msfloolas. 

Mafloud  Schah  Allaeddin, 
y.fuUpn,^.-  - 


Medapilly, 

|  Medway,  Ship  of  War, 
Medway’s  Prise,  Ship  of 

Meeraflod. 

Meliou  Khan. 

J  Mrjbpcitamm ' 


Myfore. 

Mogul,  Great  Mogul. 
Empire,  Government, 


ALPHA] 


V. 

Tuners* 

ry/vp 


V flare,  Fcloor  Fartt  TVu’V, 

Phnufriar  of.  Jxxxvii. 

F chore  Paroda. 


Vuikati  Gharri)  Fank&ti 
FirJalcor, 


IVcrdncheilum,  Vtrdadi- 
IwPoglf* 


F ifiapwt)  Fixiftport)  Khig- 


Volton*  Dc, 


WalfhT^  Vald°n' 


j  Watfon,  Admiral, 
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